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This Edition of the Civil Court Manual has 
been published in three pocket volumes : 

Volumes I. and II. contain such of the Acts ol 
the Governor-General in Council as are most fre- 
quently referred to, arranged in alphabetical order. 

Volume III, contains the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure. 

I In all the Acts contained in this edition, ever) 
amendment made up to date of publication has beer 
carefully embodied in its proper place. 

Considering that the amendments recently made 
m most of the Acts herein contained are numerous 

and important, the work should prove very useful anc 
reliable. 

/ 

y 

D. E. CRANENBURGH. 
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Governments oE Madras and Bombay respectively, so far as the 
Act relates to those Presidencies : 

{ 4 ) “Indian Christian” means a Native of India who is or in 
good faith claims to be of unmixed Asiatic descent, and who pro- 
fesses any form of the Christian religion ; 

( 5 ) “ Letters of Administration” includes any letters of ad- 
ministration, whether general or with , a copy of the will annexed, 
or limited in time or otherwise : 

( 6 ) “ next-of-kin” includes a widower or widow of a deceased 
person, or any other person who by law would be entitled to letters 
of administration in preference to a creditor or legatee of the 
deceased : 

(y) “ Official Gazette” means, in the case of the Presidency of 
Bengal, the Gazette of India, and in the cases of the Presidencies 
>of Madras and Bombay, the Fort St. George and Bombay Govern- 
.ment Gazettes, respectively ; 

(8) “ Prescribed” means prescribed by rules under this Act : 

(9) (<*) “ Presidency of Bengal” includes the territories for 

the time being under the Government of the Governor 
of Fort William in Bengal in Council, the United! 
Provinces of Agra and Oudh, the provinces of the 
Punjab, Burma, Bihar and Orissa, the Central Pro- 
vinces, Assam, the North-West Frontier Province, the 
province of Delhi, Ajmer and Merwara, the Andaman 
and Nicobar , Islands, and such of the territories of 
Native States aforesaid as the Governor General in 
Council may, by notification in the Gazette of India, 
direct : 

.(3) “ Presidency of Bombay” includes the territories for 
the time being under the government of the Governor 
of Bombay in Council, the Province of British Balu- 
chistan, and such of the territories of Native States 
aforesaid as the Governor General in Council may, 
by. notification in the Gazette of India, direct ; 

,,(c) “ Presidency of Madras” includes the territories for the 
time being under the government of the Governor of 
Fort St. George in Council, the province of Coorg, 
and such of the territories of Native States aforesaid 
as the Governor General in Council may, by noti- 
fication in the Gazette of India, direct. 
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(/o) “ Presidency" means any of the Presidencies raeniioucd 
in clause (9). 


PART II. 


The Office of ADMiNisTaATO.E Ge.vssal. 


Appointment and ^ dc* 
sig^nation ot the Adminis- 
trators General in the three 
Presidencies* 


3. (/) In each of the Presidencies 
of Bengal, Madras and Bombay, the 
Government shall appoint an Admin- 
istrator General. 


(2) No person shall be appointed to the office of Administrator 
General of any of the said Presidencies who is not — 

(a) a Barrister; or 

( 3 ) an Advocate, Attorney or Vakil enrolled by a High 
Court ; or 

(r) a person holding the office of Deputy Administrator 
General at the commencement of this Act. 

(j) Tne said Administrators General shall be called res- 
pectively the Administrator General of Bengal, the .Administrator 
General of Madras, and the .Administrator General of Bombay. 


4. The Government may appoint a Deputy or Deputies to 
Appointment and powers assist the Administrator General ; and 
o£ Deputy Administrators any Deputy SO appointed shall, subject 
General. control of the Government and 

the general or special orders of the Administrator General, be 
competent to discharge any of the duties and to exercise any of the 
powers of the Administrator General, and when discharging such du- 
ties or exercising such powers shall have the same privileges and 
be subject to the same liabilities as the Administrator General. 


5 . The Administrator General shall be a corporation sole by 
Administrator General to the name of the Administrator Gener^ 
be a corporation sole, to have of the Presidency for which he is ap- 

P?'"*'-*, Admmistntor 

be sued in his corporate General, shall have perpetual succession 

and an official seal| and may sue and 
be sued in his corporate name* 
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Rights, Powers, Duties and Liabilities of the ADiiiNiSTRAToa 

General. 

(a) Grants of Letters af Administration and Prolate. 


6 . So far as regards the Administrator General of any 
As regards Administrator Presidency, the High Court at the 

General, High Court at Presidency-town shall be deemed to be 

?cSrT?f‘rm?etenf7u"?£ ^ ^ourt of Competent jurisdiction for 
diction for the purpose of the purpose of granting probate or 
granting probate or letters letters of administration under any layr 
o administration. being in force wheresoever 

within the Presidency the estate to be administered is situate. 

7 . Any letters of administration, which are granted after tho 

Administrator-General en- commencement of this Act by the High, 
titled to letters of administra- Court at any Presidency-town, shall be 
of W granted to next- granted to the Administrator-General of 

the .Presidency, unless they are granted 
to the next-of-kin of the deceased. 


8. Ihe Administrator-General of the Presidency shall be 

deemed by all the Courts in the 
Presidency to have a right to letters' 
of administration other than letters 
pendente Hie in preference to that of — 


Administrator-General enti- 
ped to letters of administration 
in preference to creditor, non- 
universal legatee or friend. 


(a) a creditor ; or 


(3) a legatee other than an universal legatee; or 
(c) a friend of the deceased. 


When Administrator General Person, not being aiS' 

is to administer estates of exempted person, has died leaving with- 
persons exempted in any Presidency assets exceeding the- 

value of one thousand rupees, 

and if no person to whom any Court would have jurisdiction 
to commit administration of such assets has, within one month.- 
after his death, applied in such Presidency for probate of his will,., 
or for letters of administration of his estate, 

the Administrator-General of the Presidency in which such- 
assets are snail, subject to any rules made by the Government, 
within a reasonable time after he has had notice of the de.ath of 
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such person, and of his having left such assets, take such pro- 
ceedings as may be necessary to obtain from the High Court at 
ihe Presidency-town letters of administration of the estate of such 
person. 


10. Whenever any person has died leaving assets within 
Power to direct Adminis- the local limits of the ordinary original 
trator-General to apply for civil jurisdiction of the High Court at 
administration. Presidency-town, the Court, on being 

satisfied that danger is to be apprehended of misappropriation, 
xieterioration or waste of such assets unless letters of administra- 
tion of the estate of such person are granted, may upon the ap- 
plication of the Administrator-General or of any person interested 
‘in such assets or in the due administration thereof, make an order, 
upon such terms as to indemnifying the Administrator-General 
Against costs and other expenses as the Court thinks fit, directing 
-the Administrator-General to apply for letters of administration 
of the estate of such person : 


Provided that, in the case of an application being made 
"under this section for letters of administration of the estate of an 
exempted person, the Court may refuse to grant letters of ad- 
ministration, if it is satisfied that such grant is unnecessary for 
ihe protection of the assets; and in such case the Court shall 
make such order as to the costs of the application as it thinks 
£t. 


5? Power to direct Administra- 
tor-General to collect and 
hold assets until right of suc- 
cession or administration is 
•determined. 


11. (/) Whenever any person has 
died leaving assets within the local 
limits of the ordinary original civil 
jurisdiction of any of the said High 
Courts, 


and such Court is satisfied that there is no person immediate- 
3y available, who is legally entitled to the succession to such assets, 
XDr that danger is to be apprehended of misappropriation, deteriora- 
tion or waste of such assets, before it can be determined who 
may be legally entitled to the succession thereto, or whether the 
Administrator-General is entitled to letters of administration of 
the estate of such deceased person, 

the Court may, upon the application of the Administrator- 
General or of any person interested in such assets, or in the due 
administration thereof, forthwith direct the Administrator-General 
to collect and talce possession of such assets, and to hold, deposit, 
realize, sell or invest the same according to the directions of the- 
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Court, and in default of any such directions according to the 
provisions of this Act so far as the same are applicable to such 
assets. 

(2) Any order of the Court made under the provisions of this 
section shall entitle the Administrator-general, 

(a) to maintain any suit or proceeding for the recovery 
of such assets, and 

(^) if he thinks fit, to apply for letters of administration of 
the estate of such deceased person, and 

(c) to retain out of the assets of the estate any fees charge- 
able under rules made under this Act, and to 
reimburse himself for all payments made by him 
in respect of such assets which a private adminis- 
trator might lawfully have made. 

Grant of probate or letters 12. If, in the COUIse of proceed- 

of administration to person ings to obtain letters of administration 

proce 7 &i%aken“bT Ad-^ provisioiis of Section 9, sec- 

ministrator General under tion lO, or section II, any person 
sections 9, 10 and 11. appears and establishes his claim — 

(fl) to probate of the will of the deceased ; or 

(3) to letters of administration as next-of-kin of the deceased, 
and gives such security as may be required of him by 
law, 

the Court shall grant probate of the will or letters of adminis- 
tration accordingly, and shall award to the Administrator-General 
the costs of any proceedings taken by him, under those sections 
to be paid out of the estate as part of the testamentary or intestate 
expenses thereof. 

13. If, in the course of proceedings to obtain letters of ad- 
Grant of administration ministration under the provisions of 
to Administrator General in section 9, section lO or section II, nO 
•certain cases. person appears and establishes his claim 

to probate of a will, or to a grant of letters of administration as next- 
of-kin of the deceased, within such period as to the Court seems 
reasonable, 

_ or if a person who has established his claim to a grant of 
letters of administration as next-of-kin of the deceased fails to give 
such security as may be required of him by law, 
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the Court may grant letters of administration to the Adminis- 
trator General. 

* 14 . Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to preclude the 

Administrator General not Aclministrator-General from applying to 
precluded from applying for the Court for letters of administration in- 
fetters within one month any case within the period of one month 
after death. q{ deceased. 


(i) Estates 0/ Persons subject to the Army Act, 


Act not to affect Regi- 
mental Debts Act, 1S93. 


15 . Nothing in this Act shall be- 
deemed to affect the provisions of the 
Regimental Debts Act,* 1883. 


16 . It shall not be necessary for the Administrator-General 
LcUersof administration not to take out letters of administration of 

the estate of any deceased person which.- 
is being administered by him in accor- 
dance with the provisions of the Regi- 
mental Debts Act,* 1893, if the value 
of such estate does not on the date when such administration is 
committed to him exceed rupees one thousand, but he sli.tll have 
the same power in regard to such estate as he would have had if 
letters of administration had been granted to him. 


necessary in respect of small 
estates administered by 
Administrator General in 
accordance with the Regi- 
mental Debts Actyi893. 


17 . If the Administrator-General applies, in accordance with 

the provisions or the Regimental Debts- 
Act,* 1893, for letters of administration 
of the estate of any person subject to 
the Army Act, the Court may grant to- 
him letters of administration limited to 
the purpose of dealing with such estate in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the Regimental Debts Act, 1893. 


Power to grant Adminis- 
trator-General letters limited 
to purpose of dealing with 
assets in accordance with the 
Regimental Debts Act, 1S93. 


(ff) Kevocaiion of Grants. 

18 . If an executor or next-of-kin of the deceased, who has 

Recall of Administrator personally served with a cita- 

General’s administration, tion or Who has not had notice thereof 
and grant of probate, etc., in time to appear pursuant thereto es- 
to executor or next-of-kin. tablisties to the satisfaction of tlie Court 


• SS St 56 Viet., c. 57. 
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a claim to probate of a will or to lette rs of administration in pre- 
ference to the Administrator-Geqeral, any letters of administration 
granted in accordance with the provisions of this Act to the 
Administrator-General may be revoked, and probate or letters of 
administration may be granted to such executor or next-of-kin as 
the case may be : 

Provided that no letters of administration granted to the 
Administrator-General shall be revoked for the cause aforesaid, 
except in cases in which a will of the deceased is proved in the 
Presidency, unless the application for that purpose is made within 
six months after the grant to the Administrator-General and the 
Court is satisfied that there has been no unreasonable delay ^ in 
making the application, or in transmitting the authority under which 
the appiiealion is made. 


19. If any letters of administration granted to the Adminis- 
.... ... trator-General in accordance with the 

Cost of obtaining admin.5- orovisions of this Act are revoked, the 
tration, etc., may, on revo- piuvi&iuus uj. tma » 9 

cation, be ordered to be paid Court may order the costs or Obtaining' 
to Administrator-General out such letters of administration, and the 
o assets. whole or any part of any fees which 

would otherwise have been payable under this Act, together with 
the costs of the Administrator General in any proceedings taken to 
obtain such revocation, to be paid to or retained by the Adminis- 
trator-General out of the estate : 


Provided that nothing in this section shall affect the provisions 
of clause {c) of sub-section ( 2 ) of section 1 1 . 


20. If any letters of administration granted to the Adminis- 

After rcocalion, letters trator-GeneraUri accordance ‘h® 

granted to Administrator- provisions • of this Act are revoK*^, 
General to be deemed as to the* same shall, SO far as regards the 
him to have been voidable Administrator-General and all persons 

acting under his authority in pursuance 
thereof, be deemed to have been only voidable, except as to any act 
done by any such Administrator-General or other person as 
aforesaid, after notice of a will or of any other fact which would 
render such letters void : 


Provided that no notice of a will or of any other fact which- 
would render any such letters void shall affect the Administrator- 
General or any person acting under his authority in pursuance of 
letters unless, within the period of one month from the timo 
of giving such notice, proceedings are commenced to prove the 
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will, or to cause the letters to be revoked, and such proceedings 
are prosecuted without unreasonable delay. 

21. IE any letters of administration granted to the Adrainis- 
Paymcnts mado by Ad- trator-General in accordance with the 

ministrator-Gcneral prior to provisions oE this Act are revoked, upon 
to revocation. (jjg grant oE probate of a will, or upon 

the grant oE letters oE administration with a copy of the will annexed, 
all payments made or acts done by or under the authority of the 
Administrator-General in pursuance of such letters of administration, 
prior to the revocation, which would have been valid under any 
letters of administration lawfully granted to him with a copy of 
such will annexed, shall be deemed valid notwithstanding such 
■ revocation. 

(d) General. 

22. Whenever any Administrator-General applies for letters 
Administrator-General's oE administration in accordance with 

.petition for gpnt of letters the provisions of this Act, it Shall be 
of administration. sufficient if the petition required to be 

.presented for the grant of such letters states, 

(r) the time and place of the death of the deceased to 
the best of the knowledge and belief of the petitioner, 

(rV) the names and addresses of the surviving next-of-kin 
of the deceased i£ known, 

{tit) the particulars and value of the assets likely to come 
into the hands of the petitioner, 

(m) particulars of the liabilities of the estate if known, 

23. (./) All probates or letters of administration granted to 

any Administrator-General shall be 
granted to him by that name, and all 
probates or letters of administration 
heretofore granted to the Ecclesiastical 
Registrar, or to the Administrator- 
General of any Presidency shall authorise 
the Administrator-General of the same 

Presidency to act as executor or administrator, as the case may be, 
of the estate to which such probate or letters relate. 


Probates or letters to be 
-ffcanted to Administrator- 
' C^nerai by his name of office, 
and powers of that officer in 
cases in which probate or 
letters of Administration 
have been granted to the Ec- 
clesiastical Registrar. 


( 2 ) All probates and letters of administration granted to the 
Ecclesiastical Registrar of any of the late Supreme Courts shall 
have the same effect in all respects as to any act hereafter done or 
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required to be done under this Act as if they had been granted to 
the Administrator-General. 

24. Probate or letters ,of administration granted by the High 
Effect of probate or letters Court at any Presidency-town to the 
granted to Administrator- Administrator-General of any Presidency 

shall have efiect over all the assets ofc 
the deceased throughout such Presidency, and shall be conclusive 
as to the representative title against all debtors of the deceased and 
all persons holding such assets, and shall afford full indemnity tor 
all debtors paying their debts and all persons delivering up such 
assets to such Administator-General : 

Provided that the High Court may direct, by its grant, that 
such probate or letters of administration shall have like effect 
throughout one or more of the other Presidencies. 

Whenever a grant is made by a High Court to the Adminis- 
trator-General with such effect as last aforesaid, the Court shall 
send to the other High Courts a certificate that such grant has been 
made, and such certificate shall be filed by the Courts receiving 
the same. 


25. (/) Any private executor or administrator may, with the 
Transfer b, pri.ale ea- Pfevious Consent o£ the Administrator- 
ecutor or administrator of General of the Presidency m which any 
interest under probate or of the assets of the estate, in respect of 

which such executor or administratoi: 
has obtained probate or letters of administration, are situate, by 
an instrument in writing under his hand notified in the official 
Gazette, transfer the assests of the estate vested in him by virtue 
of such probate or letters to the Administrator-General by that 
name or any other sufficient description. 

( 2 ) As from the date of such transfer the transferor 
shall be exempt from all liability as such executor or ad- 
ministrator, as the case may be, except in respect of acts done 
before the date of such transfer, and the Administrator-General 
shall have the rights which he would have had, and be subject to 
the liabilities to which he would have been subject, if the probate 
or letters of administration, as the case may be, had been granted 
to him by that name at the date of such transfer. 


26. (/) When the Administrator-General has given the pres- 
cribed notice for creditors and others to 
send in to him their claims against the 


Distribution of assets. 
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-estate of the deceased, he shall, at the expiration of the . time therein 
named for sending in claims, be at liberty to distribute the assets or 
any part thereof in discharge of such lawful claims as he has 
notice of. 

{a) He shall not be liable for the assets so distributed to any 
•person of whose claim he had not notice at the time of such 
distribution. 

(j) No notice of any claim which has been sent in and has 
been rejected or disallowed in part by the Administrator-General 
shall affect him unless proceedings to enforce such claim are com- 
menced within one month after notice of the rejection or disallow- 
ance of such claim has been given in the prescribed man ner and 
unless such proceedings are prosecuted without unreasonabl e delay. 

(.^) Nothing in this section shall pre judice the right of any 
•creditor or other claimant to follow the assets or any part thereof in 
he hands of the persons who may have received the same respectively. 

(^) In computing the period of limitation for any suit, appeal 
or application under the provisions of any law for the time being 
in force, the period between the date of submission of the claim of a 
creditor to the Administrator-General and the date of the final deci- 
gjon of the Administrator-General on such claim shall be excluded. 

27. (r) When the Administrator-General has, so far as may 

« • . n I be, discharged all the liabilities of an 

Trustee as"trustee of assets administered by him, he shall notify the 
after completion of adminis- the fact in the ofificial Gazette, and he 
I teation. may, by an instrument in writing, with 

the consent of the Official Trustee and subject to any rules 
•made by the Government, appoint the Official Trustee to be the 
trustee of any assets then remaining in his hands. 

(a) Upon such appointment such assets shall vest in the 
Official Trustee as if he had been appointed trustee in accordance 
with the provisions of the Official Trustees Act, 1913 , and shall be 
held by l>ini upon the same trusts as the same were held im- 
mediately before such appointment. 

28. (/) The High Court at the Presidency-town may, on 
Power for High Court to application made to it, give to the 

give directions regarding Administrator- General of the Presidency 
-administration of estate. general or special dire ctions as to 

any estate in his charge or in regard to the administration of any 
such estate. 
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(3) Applications under sub-section (/) may be made by the 
Administrator General or any person interested in the assets or iQ 
■the due administration thereof. 

29 . (/) No Administrator General shall be required by any 
No security nor oath to be Court to enter into any administration- 
required from Administrator b ond, or to give Other Security to the 
•General. Q ourt, On the grant of any letters of 

administration to him by th at name. 

(a) No Administrator General or Deputy Administrator 
Manner in which petitions General shall be required to verify, other- 
to be verified by Administra- wise than by his signature, any petition 
tor General and his Deputy, .presented by him under the provisions of 
this Act, and, if the facts stated in any such petition are not within 
the Administrator General’s own personal knowledge, the petition 
may be subscribed and verified by any person competent to make 
the verification. 

(S) The entry of the Administrator General by that name in 
Entry of Administrator- the books of a Company shall not consti- 
■Generai not to constitute tute notice of a trust, and a Company 
notice of a trust. entitled to object to enter 

the name of the Administrator General on its register by reason 
•only that the Administrator General is a corporation and in dealing 
with assets the fact that the person dealt with is the Administrator 
iGeneral shall not of itself constitute notice of a trust. 

SO. The Administrator General mayjWhenever he desires, for 

Power to examine on oath. Purposes of this Act, to satisfy him- 

self reagarding any question of fact, 
■examine upon oath (which he is hereby authorised to administer) 
any person who is willing to be so examined by him regarding such 
question. 

(e) Grant of CeriificaUs. 

31 . Whenever any person has died leaving assets within any 
In what case Administrator Presidency, and the Administrator 
■Generalmay gram certificate. General of such Presidency is satisfied 
that such assets, excluding any sum of money deposited in a 
Goveinment Savings Bank, or in any Provident Fund to which the 
provisions of the Provident Funds Act,* 1897, apply, did not at the 


• Act IX. of 1897. 
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date of death exceed in the whole one thousand rupees — in value, 
he may, after the lapse of one month from the death if he thinks fit, 
or before the lapse of the said montii if he is requested so to do by 
writing under the hand of the executor or the widow or other person 
entitled to administer the estate of the deceased, grant to any person, 
claiming otherwise than as a creditor to be interested in such assets, 
or in the due administration thereof, a certificate under his hand 
entitling the claimant to receive the assets therein mentioned left by 
the deceased, within the Presidency to a value not exceeding in the 
whole one thousand rupees : 

Provided that no certificate shall be granted under this 
section — 

(i) where probate of the deceased’s will or letters of adminis- 
tration of his estate has or have been granted, or 

(k) in respect of any sum of money deposited in a Govern- 
ment Savings Bank or in any Provident Fund to which 
the provisions of the Provident Funds Act* 1897, apply. 

32 . If, in cases falling within section 31, no person claiming 
Grant of certificate to to be interested otherwise than as a 
creditors and power to take creditor in such assets or in the due 
charge of certain estates. administration thereof obtains, within 
three months of the death of the deceased a certificate from the Ad- 
ministrator General under the same section, or probate of a will or 
letters of administration of the estate of the deceased, and such 
deceased was not an exempted person, or was an exempted 
person who has left assets [within the ordinary original civil 
jurisdiction of the High Court, or within any area notified by 
the Government in this behalf in the official Gazette, the Adminis- 
trator General may administer the estate without letters of adminis- 
tration, in the same manner as if such letters had been granted to 
him; 

and if he neglects or refuses to administer such estate, he shall, 
upon the application of a creditor, grant a certificate to him in the 
same manner as if he were interested in such assets otherwise than 
as a creditor, 

and such certificate shall have ths same effect as a certificate 
granted under the provisions of section 3 1, and shall be subject to 
all the provisions of this Act which are applicable to such 
certificate ; 


.* Act IX. of. 1897. 


of 1913*] 


ADinNISTRATOR GENERAl's ACT. 


ir 


Provided that the Administrator General may, before granting 
such certificate, if he thinks fit, require the creditor to give reason- 
able security for the due administration of the estate of the deceased, 

33 . The Administrator General shall not be bound to grant 

Administrator General not certificate under Section 31 or sec- 

bound to grant certificate tlGH 3^) unleSS hc IS S^liSueu Oi the tUl& 
unless satisfied of clairaanfs of the claimant and of the value of the 
title, etc. assets left by the deceased within the 

presidency, either by the oath of the claimant, or by such other 
evidence as he requires. 


84 - The holder of a certificate granted in accordance with the 

Effect of certificate provisions of section 31 or section 32 

ect ot certificate. 

fied in such certificate the same powers and duties, and be subject 
to the same liabilities as he would have had or been subject to if 
letters of administration had been granted to him: 

Provided that nothing in this section shall be deemed to require 
any person holding such certificate, 

(a) to file accounts or inventories of the assets of the deceased 
before any Court or other authority, or 

(i) save as provided in section 33 to give any bond for the 
due administration of the estate. 


35 . The Administrator General may revoke a certificate 

Revocation of certificate. granted under the provisions of section 

31 or section 32 on any of the following 
grounds, namely : — 

(j) that the (certificate was obtained by fraud or misre- 
presentation made to him, 

(«) that the certificate was obtained by means of an untrue 
allegation of a fact essential in law to justify the grant 
though such allegation was made in ignorance or 
» inadvertently. 


36 . (/) When a certificate is revoked in accordance witli the 
Surrender of revoked cer- provisions of Section 35, the holder thereof 
tificate. . ^ shall, on the requisition of the Adminis- 

trator General, deliver it up to such Administrator General, but 
shall not be entitled to the refund of any fee paid thereon. 

. such person wilfully and without reasonable cause omits 

0 deliver up the certificate, he shall be punishable with imprison— 

Act III., 1913.-2. 
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Administrator General not 
l>ound to take out administra^ 
'tion on account of assets for 
which he has granted certi- 
ficate* 


ment which may extend to three months, or, with fin^ which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 

37 . The Administrator General shall not be bound to take out 

letters of administration of the estate of 
any deceased person on account of the 
assets in respect of which he grants any 
certificate, under section 31 or section 
32, but he may do so if he revokes such 

certificate under section 35 or ascertains that the value of the estate 
exceeded one thousand rupees. 

38 . Where a person not having his domicle in British India 
Transfer of certain assets has died leaving assets in any Presidency 

Jrotn British India to executor and in the Country m which he bad his 
01 administrator in country domicile at the time of his death, and 
of domicile for distribution. proceedings for the administration of his 

estate with respect to assets in any such Presidency have been taken 
under section 31 or section 32, and there has been a grant of 
administration in the country of domicile with respect to the assets 
in that country, 

the holder of the certificate granted under section 31 or section 
32, or the Administrator General, as the case may be, after having 
given the prescribed notice for creditors and others to send in to 
him their claims against the estate of the deceased, and after having 
xiischarged, at the expiration of the time therein named, such lawful 
claims as he has notice of, may, instead of himself distributing any 
jsurplus or residue of the deceased's property to persons residing Out 
of British India who are entitled thereto, transfer, with the consent 
of the executor or administrator, as the case may be, in the country 
of domicile, the surplus or residue to him for distribution to those 
persons. 

(/) LtahilUy, 

39 . (r)The revenues of the Government of India shall’ be 

Liability of Government. sums required tO 

discharge any habiiity which the Admi- 
uistrator General, if he were a private administrator, would be 
personally liable to discharge, except when the liability is one to 
•which neither the Administrator General nor any of his officers has 
in any way contributed, or which neither he nor any of his officers 
could, by the exercise of reasonable diligence have averted, and in 
cither of those cases the Administrator General shall not, nor shall 
the revenues of the Government of India, be subject to any liability. 
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(2) Nothing in sub-section (/) shall be deemed to render the 
Government of India or the Administrator General liable for any- 
thing done before the commencement of this Act, by or under the 
authority of the Administrator General. 

40 . (i) If any suit be brought by a creditor against any 
Creditors’ suits against Administrator General, such creditor 
Administrator General. shall be liable to pay the costs of the suit 

unless he proves that not less than one month previous to the ins- 
titution of the suit he nad applied in writing to the Administrator 
General, stating the amount and other particulars of his claim, and 
had given such evidence in support thereof as, in the circumstances 
of the case, the Administrator General was reasonably entitled to 
require. 

(2) If any such suit is decreed in favour of the creditor, he shall, 
nevertheless, unless he is a secured creditor, be only entitled to 
payment out of the assets of the deceased equally and rateably with 
the other creditors. 


41 . Nothing in section 80 of the Code of Civil Procedure,*' 
Notice of suit not required 1 ^ 0 ^, shall apply to any suit against the 
in certain cases. Administrator General in which no 

relief is claimed against him personally. 


PART IV. 

Fees. 

42 . (/) There shall be charged In respect of the duties of the 
p Administrator General such fees, whether 

by way of percentage or otherwise, as 
may be prescribed by the Government : 

Provided that, in the case of any estate, the administration of 
which has been committed to the Administrator General before the 
’ commencement of this Act, the fees prescribed under this section 
^all not exceed the fees leviable in respect of such estate under the 
' Administrator General's Act, 1874, f as subsequently amended ; 

Provided further that, in respect of the duties of the Adminis- 
trator General under the Regimental Debts Act, J 1893, the fees 
. prescribed in this section shall be determined in accordance witii 
I the provisions of that Act. 

i - - - - ■ — - - . . - 


* Act V. of 1908. t Act U. of X874, $ SS Ss 5 ^ c* 57 * 
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( 2 ) The fees under this section may be at different rates for 
different estates or classes of estates or for different duties, and 
shall, so far as may be, be arranged so as to produce an amount 
sufficient to discharge the salaries and all other expenses incidental 
to the working of this Act (including such sum as Government 
may determine to be required to insure the revenues of the Govern- 
ment of India against loss under this Act). 


43. (/) Any expenses which might be retained or paid out of 
, , , any estate in the charge of the Adminis- 

Disposaloffees. if he were a private 

administrator of such estate, shall be so retained or paid and the 
fees prescribed under section 42 shall be retained or paid in like 
manner as and in addition to such expenses. 


(j 2 ) The Administrator General shall transfer and pay to such 
authority, in such manner and at such time as the Government may 
prescribe, all fees received by him under this Act, and the same 
shall be carried to the account and credit of the Government of 
India. 


PART V. 

Audit of the Administrator General’s Accounts. 

44. The accounts of every Administrator General shall be- 
Audit of Administrator audited at least once annually, and af 

General’s accounts. any Other time if the Government so- 

direct, by the prescribed person and in the prescribed manner. 

45. The auditors shall examine the accounts and forward 
Auditors to examine ac- to the Government a statement thereof 

counts and report to Govern- in the prescribed form, together with a 

report thereon and a certificate signed 
by them showing — 

(a) whether they contain a full and true account of every- 
thing which ought to be inserted therein, 

(3) whether the books which by any rules made under this 
Act are directed to be kept by the Administrator- 
General, have been duly and regularly kept, and 

(tf) whether the assets and securities have been duly kept 
and invested and deposited in the manner pre- 
scribed by this Act, or by any rules made there- 
under, 
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or (as the case may be) that such accounts are deficient, or that 
the Administrator-General has ’ failed to comply with this Act or 
the rules made thereunder, in such respects as may be specified 
in such certificate. 

Power of auditors to sum- 40. (/) Every auditor shall have 

mon and examine witnesses, the powers of a Civil Court under the 
and to call for documents. * Cjyjl Procedure,* 1908, 

(c) to summon any person whose presence he thinks neces- 

sary to attend him from time to time ; and 

(d) to examine any person on oath to be by him ad- 

ministered ; and 

(<r) to issue a commission for the examination on inter- 
rogatories or otherwise of any person; and 

{d) to summon any person to produce any document or 
thing the production of which appears to be neces- 
sary for the purpose of such audit or examination. 

. {a) Any person who when summoned refuses, or without 
reasonable cause, neglects to attend or to produce any docu- 
ment or thing or attends and refuses to be sworn, or to be 
examined, shall be deemed to have committed an offence within 
the meaning of, and punishable under, section i88 of the Indian 
Penal Code,f and the auditor shall report every case of such refusal 
or neglect to Government. 


47 . The costs of and incidental to such audit and examina- 

Costs of audit etc. determined in accordance 

with rules made by the Government, 
and shall be defrayed in the prescribed manner. 


PART VI. 

Miscellaneous. 

48. The Administrator-General may, in addition to, and not 
General powers of Adminis- in derogation of, any other powers of 

expenditure lawfully exerciseable by 
him, incur expenditure — 

(a) on such acts as may be necessary for the proper care 
and management of any property belonging to any 
estate in his charge ; and 


tration. 
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(d) with the sanction of the High Court- at the Presidency- 
town on such religious, charitable and other objects, 
and on such improvements, as may be reasonable 
and proper in^the case of such property. 

4d. Any person interested in the administration of any estate,^ 

Power of person beneficially '^^ichis in the charge of the Adminis- 
interested to inspect Adminis- trator*(jeneral shall, subject to such 
trator-General’s accounts, conditions and restrictions as may be 
etc., and take copies. prescribed, be entitled at all reasonable 

times to inspect the acccunts relating to such estate and the 
reports and certificates of the auditor, and on payment of the 
prescribed fee, to copies thereof and extracts therefrom. 


50. (/) The Government shall make rules for carrying 
„ , , , into effect the objects of this Act and 

ower oma e ru es. jgguJ^jjng jjjg proceedings of the 

Administrator-General. 


( 2 ) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of 
the foregoing power, such rules may provide for — 

(a) the accounts to be kept by the Administrator-General 
and the audit and inspection thereof, 

(3) the safe custody, deposit and investment of assets and_ 
securities which come into the hands of the Ad- 
ministrator-General, 

(c) the remittance of sums of money in the hands of the 

Administrator-General, in cases in which such remit- 
tances are required, 

(d) subject to the provisions of this Act, the fees to be 

paid under this Act, and the collection and ac- 
counting for any such fees, 

(tf) the statements, schedules and other documents to be 
submitted to the Government or to any other 
authotity by the Administrator-General, and the 
publication of such statements, schedules or other 
documents, 

(/) the realization of the cost of preparing any such state- 
ments, schedules or other such documents, 

(^) the manner in which and the person by whom the costa 
of and incidental to any audit under the provision? 
of. this Act are to be determined and defrayed. 
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(A) the manner in which summonses issued under the 
provisions of section 46 are to be served and the 
payment of the expenses of any persons summoned 
or examined under the provisions of this Act 
and of any expenditure incidental to such examina* 
tion, and 

(f) any matter in this Act directed to be prescribed. 

(j) All rules made under this Act shall be published in the- 
official Gazette and, on such publication, shall have effect as if 
enacted in this Act. 


51 . Whoever, during any examination authorised by this 

P , • , Act, makes upon oath a statement which- 

a se evi ence. false, and which he either knows or 

believes to be false or does not believe to be true, shall be deemed 
to have intentionally given false evidence in a stage of a judicial 
proceeding. 

52 . All assets in the charge of the Administrator-General 
Assets unclaimed for twelve which have been in his custody for a- 

years to be transferred to period of twelve years or upwards whe- 
overnment. qj. commencement 

of this Act without any application for payment thereof having 
been made and granted by him shall be transferred, in the 
prescribed manner, to the account and credit of the Government 
of India : 

Provided that this section shall not authorise the transfer of 
any such assets as aforesaid, if any suit or proceeding is pending 
in respect thereof in any Court. 

53. (/) If any claim is hereafter made to any part of the 

Mode of proceeding by assets transferred to the account and- 

claimant to recover principal credit of the Government of India under 
money so transferred. • r l- a a .. 

the provisions of this Act, or any Act 

hereby repealed, and if such claim is established to tne satis- 
faction of the prescribed autnority, the Government of India shalb 
pay to the claimant the amount of the principal so transferred 
to Its account and credit or so much thereof as appears to be: 
due to the claimant. 


(2) If the claim is not established to the satisfaction of the 
prescribed authority, the claimant may, without prejudice to his. 
right to take any other proceedings for the lecovery of sucA 
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assets, apply by petition to the High Court at the Presidency-town 
against the Secretary of State for India in Council, and such 
Court, after taking such evidence as it thinks fit, shall make such 
order in regard to the payment of the whole or any part of the 
said principal sum as it thinks fit, and such order shall be 
binding on all parties to the proceeding. 

(j) The Court may further direct by whom the whole or any 
•part of the cost of each party shall be paid. 

1 exempted 
within the 
E a District 
shall report 

^ report to Administrator- circumstance without delay to the 
’ Administrator-General of the Presidency, 

stating the following particulars so far as they may be known 
to him - 

(a) the amount and nature of the assets, 

( 3 ) whether or not the deceased left a will and, if so, in 
whose custody it is, 

(r) the names and addresses of the surviving next-of-kin of 
the deceased, 

and, on the lapse of one month from the date of the death, 

(d) whether or not any one has applied for probate of 
the will of the deceased or letters of administration 
of his estate. 

(a) The District Judge shall retain the assets under his 
•charge, or appoint an officer under the provisions of section 339 
of the Indian Succession Act, 1865, to take and keep possession 
of the same until the Administrator-General has obtained letters 
•of administration, or until some other person has obtained probate 
or such letters or a certificate from the Administrator-General 
under the provisions of this Act, when the assets shall be 
-delivered over to the holder of such probate, letters of administra- 
tion or certificate : 

Provided that the District Judge may, if he thinks fit, sell 
any assets which are subject to speedy and natural decay, or 
which for any other sufficient cause he thinks should be sold, 
and he shall thereupon credit the proceeds of such sale to the 
•estate. 


54. (/) Whenever any person, other than ai 
. person, dies leaving assets 

District Judge in certain - - ■ . ° 


cases to take charge of pro- 
oerty of deceased persons and 


limits of the jurisdiction ol 
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(5) The District Judge may cause to be paid out of any 
assets of which he or such oflScer has charges or out of the 
proceeds of such assets or of any part thereof, such sums as may 
appear to him to be necessary for all or any of the following 
purposes, namely : — 

(c) the payment of the expenses of the funeral of the 
deceased and of obtaining probate of his will or 
letters of administration of his estate or a certificate 
under this Act, 

( 3 ) the payment of wages due for services rendered to 
the deceased within three months next preceding 
his death by any labourer, artizan or domestic 
servant, 

(f) the relief of the immediate necessities of the family of 
the deceased, and 

{d) such acts as may be necessary for the proper care 
and management of the assets left by the deceased. 


and nothing in section 279, section 280 or section 281 of the 
Indian Succession Act,* 1865, or in any other law for the time 
being in force with respect to rights of priority of creditors of 
deceased persons shall be held to affect the validity of any 
payment so caused to be made. 


Succession Act and Com- 
panies Act not to affect Ad- 
ministrator-General, and sav- 
in^of provisions of Presidency 
Police Acts as to petty estates. 


55. (/) Nothing contained in the 
Indian Succession Act,* 1865, or the 
Indian Companies Act,t 1882, shall be 
taken to supersede or affect the rights, 
duties and privileges of any Administra- 
tor-General. 


(2) Nothing contained in the Indian Succession Act,* 1865, 
or in this Act, shall be deemed to affect, or to have affected, any 
law for the time being in force relating to the moveable property 
under two hundred rupees in value of persons dying intestate 
within any of the Presidency-towns or in the town of Rangoon, 
which shall be or has been taken charge of by the police for the 
purpose of safe custody. 

Order of Court to be equi- 56 . Any order made under this 

talent to decree. A.ct by any Court shall have the same 

effect as a decree. 


* Act X. of 1865. 


t Act VI. of 1882. 
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CAHRIKRS. 


[Act in. 


ihe coiistruction and use of works on land so taken')* may, by 
special contract, signed by the owner of such property so delivered 
as last aforesaid, or by some person duly authorized in that behalf 
by such owner, limit his liability in respect of the same. 


-! The liability of the owner of any railroad or tramroad 

Liability of owner of rail- constructed under the provisions of the 

X StoSV'.Uiial ■8^34 for the loss of 

contract. or damage to any property delivered 

to him to be carried, not being of the description contained in 
the schedule to this Act, shill not be deemed to be limited or 
affected by any special contract ; 


but the owner of such railroad or tramroad shall be liable 
When such owner answer- for the loss of Or damage to property 
able for loss or damage. delivered to him to be carried only 

when such loss or damage sliall have been caused by negligence 
or a criminal act on his part or on that of his agents or servants. 


8. Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, every 
Common carrier liable for common carrier shall be liable to the 
loss or damage caused by owner for loss of or damage to any 
neglect or fraud. property delivered to such carrier 

to be carried, where such loss or damage shall have arisen from 
the negligence or a criminal act of the carrier or any of his agents 
or servants. 


9. In any suit brought against a common carrier for the 
Suitors against carriers *°ss, damage, or non-delivery of goods 

for loss not required to prove entrusted to him for carriage, It shall 
negligence, &c. j,Qt necessary for the plaintiff to prove 

that such loss, damage, or non-delivery was owing to the neg- 
ligence or criminal act of the carrier, his servants, or agents.§ 

10. [Saving of provisions 0 / Aci XVIII. of 1 8 Repsaltd 
by the Indian Railways Act [IK. of i8gd). 


* See now the Land Acquisition Act (I. of 1894), s. 2. 
t S. 7 (so far as it relates to railways) has been repealed by the 
Indian Railways Act (IX. of 1890), Ch. VII., s. 72. 

I See now the Land Acquisition Act (I. of 1S94), s. 2. 

\ This is in accordance with the English common-law. — g®® 

IffW, 2, Com. B. 890; Richard v. Land., Brighton, & S. C. Ry. Co.,^ 
Com, B. 839. 
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10.* No suit shall be instituted against a common carrier 
Notice of loss or injury to for the loss of, or injury to, goods en- 
be given within six monihs. trusted to him for carriage, unless notice 
in vrriling of the loss or injury has been given to him before the 
institution of the suit and within six months of the time when the 
loss or injury first came to the knowledge of the plainliff. 


SCHEDULE. 


Gold and silver coin* 

Gold and silver in a manufactured 
or unmanufactured state. 

Precious stones and pearls. 

Jewellery. 

Time-pieces of any description. 
Trinkets. 

Bills ard hurdis. 

Currency- notes of the Government 
of India, or notes of any Banks, 
or securities for payment of 
money, English or loreign. 

Stamps and stamped paper. 

Maps, prints, and works of art. 

Writings. 


Title-deeds. 

Gold or silver plate, or plated 
articles. 

Glass. 

China. 

Silk in a manufactured or unmanu- 
factured state, and whether 
wrought up or not wrought up 
with other materials. 

Shawls and lace. 

Cloths and tissues embroidered with 
the precious metals or of which 
such metals form part. 

Articles of ivory, ebony, or san- 
dal-wood. 


* S. 10 has been added by the Carriers Act (X. of 1899), s. 2. The 
Carriers Act (III. of 1865), as originally enacted, contained ten sections. 
The tenth section (saving of provisions of Act XVIll. of 1854) was repeal- 
ed by the Indian Railways Act (IX. of iSgo). The repealed section ran as 
follows: “10. Nothing in this Act shall affect the provisions contained 
in the ninth, tenth, and eleventh sections of Act No. XVIII. of 1854 
{r elating to Raihvays in India),^^ 





ACT XXI, OF 1830: 

Tie Caste Disabilities Hemoval ict, 1850.* 

Passed on the hth April 1850. 

An Act for extending the Principle 0/ Section g, Regulation 

VII., 1832, of the Bengal Code, throughout the Terri- 
tories subject to the Government of the East India 

Company. 

Whereas it is enacted by section 9, Regulation VIL, 

. i832,f of the Bengal Code, that, tlRepeaied 

“ whenever, in any civil suit, the parties 

to such suit may be of different persuasions, when one party Act 

shall be of the Hindu and the other of the Muhammadan 

persuasion, or where one or more of the parties to the suit 

shall not be either of the Muhammadan or Hindu persu- Benpai, 

asion, the laws of those religions shall not be permitted 

to operate to deprive such, party or parties of any property Courts Act 
(XIL of 

^ This is the short title given by the Indian Short Titles 
Act (XIV. of 1897). 

Act XXI, of 1850 has been declared to be in force in the whole 
of British India, except as regards the Scheduled Districts, by the 
Laws Lpcal Extent Act (XV. of 1874), s. 3. 

It has been declared in force in Upper Burma generally by 
the First Part of the Second Schedule to the Upper Burma Laws 
Act (XX. of 1886) ;<in the Santhal Parganas by the Santhal 
Parganas Laws Regulation (III. of 1886), s. 6 and Sch, ; in the 
Arakan Hill District (with modifications) by the. Arakan Hill 
District Laws Regulation (IX. of 187 4)» s, 3, 

, It has been declared ;by notification under s. 3 . (a) of the, 

Scheduled Districts Act . (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the fol- 
lowing Scheduled Districts, namely : — 

(1) Sindh (see Gazette of India^ 1880, Pt. L p. 672) j 

(2) West Jalpaiguri [Gaseiie pflndia^ 1881, Pt. L, p. 74) : 

(3) The Districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, 

and.Pargana Dhalbhum and the Kolhan in the District 
of Singbhum (see Gazette of India^ 188I3 Pt. I,, . 

P* S04) : ‘ 

2,000.~23cI.I9I3. 


Act XXL, j 85 o,~x. 
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CASTTE DISABILITIES REMOVAL ACT. 


Act XXI. ^0 'Which, but for the operation of such laws, they svould 
of 1850. ’ have been entitled and whereas it would be beneficial 
to extend the principle of that enactment throughout the 
territories subject to the government of the East India 
Company ; it is enacted as follows : — 

1 . So much of any law or usage now in force svilhin 
Law or usa^o which the territories subject to the govern* 
inflicts forfeiture of, ment of the East India Company as 
or affects, richts or jnflictg on any person forfeiture of 

loss of caste, to cease fghts ot property, or may be held m 
to be enforced. any way to impair or affect any right 

of inheritance by reason of bis or her renouncing, or having 
been excluded from the communion of, any religion, or 
being deprived of caste,* shall cease to be enforced as law 
’■ in the Courts of the East India Company, and in the Courts 

established by Royal Charter widiin the said territories.f 


I4) The scheduled portion of the Mirzapur District (see 
Gaaette of India, 1879, Pt. I., p. 383) ; 

(5) Jaunsar Bawar (see Gaseite of India, 1879, Ph : 

(6) The Districts of Peshawar, Hazara, Kohat, Bannu, Deta 

Ismail Khan, and Dera Ghazi Khan (sec Gaaette of 
India, 1886, Pt. I., p. 48) ; 

(7) The District of Lahaul (see Gaaette of India, 1886, ' 

pt. I., p. 301) : 

(8) The Scheduled Districts of the Central Provinces (see 

Gaaette of India, 1879, Pt. I., p. 771) ; 

(9) Coorg (see Gaaette of India, 1878, Pt. I., p. 747) ; 

(10) The District of Sylhet (see Gazeffe of India, -\8’l% 

Pt. I., p. 631) : 

(11) The rest of Assam (except the North Lushai Hills) (see 

Gazette of India, 1897, Pt. I., p. 299) : 

(la) The Porahat Estate in the Singbhum District (see 
Gaaette of India, 1897, Pt. I., p. 1059). 

It has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of the last- 
tnentioned Act, to the following Scheduled Districts, namely 

(1) Kumaon and Gathwal (see Gaaette of India. 1876. Pt* 

I., p. 606) ; 

(2) The North-Western Provinces Tarai (see Gaaette of 

'• ' India, 1876, Pt. I., p. SOS). 


* 13 B. L. R. 25, 75-76. 
t 9 Moo. I. A. 239. 



THE 

BEMAL, N.-W. P., AND ASSAiil ClYIL COOpS ACt, 1887 . 
(Act XII. of 1887).* 

modified up to yuly igto.\ 


Passed by the Governor-General of India in Council. 
Received His Excellency s Assent on the i ith March iSSj. 


An Act to consolidate and amend the Law relating to Civil Courts in 
Bengal^ the North- Western Provinces^ and Assain, 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to Civil Courts in Bengal, the Agraf and Assam : It is 
hereby enacted as follows : — 


CHAPTER 1 . 

Preliminary. 

1 . (/) This Act may be called the Bengal, North-Western 
Title, extent, and com- Provinces, and Assam Civil Courts Act, 

mencement. 1 887 : 

(2) It extends to the territories for the time being respectively 
administered by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the North-Western Provinces, and the Cnief Commis- 
sioner of Assam, except such portions of those tenitories as for 
the time being are not subject to the ordinary civil jurisdiction of 
the High Court, j; and 

(5) shall come into force on the first day of July 1887. 

2 . (/) \_Repealed bv Act Xll. of i8gii\ 

* This Act has been extended to the district of Sarabalpore by, and 
cited as the “ Bengal, Agra, and Assam Civil Courts Act, 1887," in, the 
Sarabalpore Civil Courts Act (Ben. Act IV. of igo6).~See s, 2 of that Act 
printed* infra^ 

t ** North Western Provinces” by Act XV L of 191 1* 

t Here the words and except the Jhansi Division” have been re- 
pealed by the North-Western Provinces and Oudh Act XX. of 1890, s, 9. 

^,000.-^8-5.1913, Act xn., 1887.-1. 
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(2) * All Courts constituted, appointments, nominations, ru 
and orders made, jurisdiction and powers conferred, and lists p 
lised under the Bengal Civil Courts Act, 1^71, or any enactcc 
thereby repealed, or purporting, expressly or impliedly, to have b 
so constituted, made, conferred, and published, shall be deeraec 
have been respectively constituted, made, conferred, and publisl 
under this Act ; and 

(j) Any enactment or document referring to the Bengal C 
Courts Act, 187:, or to any enactment thereby repealed, shall 
construed to refer to this Act, or to the corresponding port 
thereof. 


CHAPTER II. 


Constitution of Civil Courts. 


Classes of Courts. 


3 . There shall be the follow 
classes of Civil Courts under this 
namely : — ■ 


(/) the Court of the District Judge; 

(2) the Court of the Additional Judge ; 

(j) the Court of the Subordinate Judge; and 
(4) the Court of the Munsif. 


4. The Local Government may, with the previous sanct 
Number of District Judges of the Governor-General in Coun 
and Subordinate Judges- increase Or reduce the number of I 
trict Judges and Subordinate Judges now fixed. 


5 . The Local Government may, subject to the control of 

Governor-General in Council, alter 
Num er o unsi s. number of Munsifs now fixed : 


Provided that, except in the case of Munsifs whose mont 
salary does not exceed two hundred and fifty rupees, an incre: 
of the number of Munsifs now fixed shall not be made by 
Local Government without the previous sanction of the Govern 
General in Council. 


• Here the word " But," repealed by Act XII. 

omitted. 


of 1891. has hi 
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Q, (/) Whenever the office of District Judge or Subordinate 
Vacancies among District Judge is vacant by reason of the death, 
or Subordinate Judges. resignation, or removal 01 the Judge ot 

other cause, or whenever the Governor-General in Council has 
sanctioned an increase of the number of District Judges or Subor- 
dinate Judges, the Local Government may fill up the vacancy, 
or appoint the additional District Judges or Subordinate Judges, 
as the case may be. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a 
Local Government from appointing a District Judge or Subor- 
dinate Judge to discharge for such period as it tninks fit, in addi- 
tion to the functions devolving on him as such District Jndge or 
Subordinate Judge, all or any of the functions of another District 
Judge or Subordinate Judge, as the case may be. 

7. (/) Whenever the office of Munsif is vacant, or whenever 

„ . the Local Government increases the 

Vacance. among Mun., Is. 

•shall nominate such person as it thinks fit to be a Munsir, and the 
Local Government shall appoint him accordingly. 

(2) The Local Government may, after consultation with the 
High Court, and with the previous sanction of the Governor- 
General in Council, make rules as to the qualiQcations of persons 
to be appointed to the office of Munsif. 

(j) When rules have been made under sub-section (2), a per- 
son shall not be nominated under sub-section (/) unless he pos- 
sesses the qualifications required by the rules. 


8 . (/) When the business pending before any District Judge 

Additional judge.. f of Additional Judged 

for Its speedy disposal, the Local Govern- 
-ment may, upon the recommendation of the High Court* appoint 
such Additional Judges as may be requisite. 

(2) Additional Judges so appointed shall discharge any of the 
functions of a District Judge which the District Judge may assign 
to them, and, in the discharge of those functions, they shall exercise 
,the same powers as the District Judge. 

9 . Subject to the superintendence of the High Court, the Dis- 
Administrative control of trict Judge shall have administrative 

control over all the Civil Courts under 
this Act within the local limits of his jurisdiction. 


* Words repealed by Act XVI. of 1911 have been omitted here. 
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10. (/) In the event of the death, resignation, or removal of 
Temporary charge of Dis- the District Judge, or of his being in- 

trict Court. capacitated by illness or otherwise for 

the performance of his duties, or of his absence from the place at 
which his Court is held, the Additional Judge, or, if an Additional 
Judge is not present at that place, the senior Subordinate Judge 
present thereat, shall, without relinquishing his ordinary duties, 
assume charge of the office of the District Judge, and shall con- 
tinue in charge thereof until the office is resumed by the District 
Judge, or assumed by an officer appointed thereto. 

(3) While in charge of the office of the District Judge, the 
Additional Judge or Subordinate Judge, as the case may be, may, 
subject to any rules which the High Court may make in this be- 
half, exercise any of the powers of the District Judge. 

11 . (/) In the event of the death, resignation, or removal of a 
Transfer of proceedings Subordinate Judge, or of his being in- 

on vacation of office of capacitated by illness or otherwise for 
Subordinate Judge. performance of his duties, or of his 

absence from the place at which his Court is held, the District 
Judge may transfer all or any of the proceedings pending in the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge either to his otvn Court, or to any 
Court under his administrative control, competent to dispose of 
them. 

(3) Proceedings transferred under sub-section (/) shall be dis- 
posed of as if they had been instituted in tire Court to which they 
are so transferred : 

(y) Provided that the District Judge may re-transfer to the 
Court of the Subordinate Judge or his successor any proceedings 
transferred under sub-section (/) to his own or any other Court. 

For the purpose of proceedings which are not pending in 
the Court of the Subordinate Judge on the occurrence of an event 
referred to in sub-section (/), and with respect to which that Court 
has exclusive jurisdiction, the District Judge may exercise all or 
any of the jurisdiction of that Court. 

12. (/) A District Judge, on the occurrence within the local 
Temporary charge of office limits of jurisdiction of any vacancy 

of Munsif. in the oflSce of Mimsif, may appoint such 

person as he thinks fit to act in the office until that person is relieved 
by a Munsif appointed under section 7 , or his appointment is can- 
celled by the District Judge. 
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(a) The District Judge shall forthwith report to the High 
Court the occurrence of every such vacancy and the making and 
cancelling of every such appointment. 

13. (/) The Local Government may, by notification in the 
Power to fix local limits of official Gazette, fix and alter the local 
jurisdiction of Courts. limits of the jurisdiction of any Civil 

Court under this Act. 


same local jurisdiction is assigned to two or more 
Subordinate Judges, or to two or more Munsifs, the District Judge 
assign to each of them such civil business cognizable by the 
Subordinate Judge or Munsif, as the case may be, as, subject to 
any general or special orders of the High Court, he thinks fit. 


business arising in any local area is assigned 
®j. *®*’*'*^^ Judge under sub-section {3) to one of two or more 

Munsifs, a decree or 

Sd hf S'jbordinate Judge or Munsif shall not be in- 

whnliv ^ which it was made having arisen 

with V ^ that place is 

Son (ri Government under sub- 


a Subordinate ^ of Small Causes appointed to be also 

as the case mav^hf^T^tw^ ^ Subordinate Judge or Munsif, 

se may be, within the meaning of this section. 

Courl^nSi" fhhTrt A jurisdiction of every Civil 

this section. ^ ^ deemed to have been fixed under 


14. (/) The Local Government may, by notification in the 
Place of sitting of Courts. °™t:ial Gazette, fix and alter the place 

or places at which any Civil Court under 
this Act is to be held. 


«hallb^dtemPd K such Courts are 

emed to have been fixed under this section 


now held 


15. (/) Subject to such orders as may be made by the Gover- 
Vacations of Courts. nor-General in Council, the Hio-h Court 

in each year as close hnUnV bst of days to be obscrv- 

^ as Close holidays in the Civil Courts. 

(>) Th. list shall be published m the local official Gazette. 
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(j) A judicial act done by a Civil Court on a day specified in 
the list shall not be invalid by reason only of its having been done 
on that day. 


16 . Every Civil Court under this Act shall use a seal of such 

form and dimensions as are prescribed 
by the Local Government. 


Seals of Court* 


17 . (/) Where any Civil Court under this Act has from any 
Continuance of proceedings causes ceased to have jurisdiction with 
of Courts ceasing to have respect to any case, any proceedings in 
juris iction. relation to that case which, if that Court 

had not ceased to have jurisdiction, might have been had therein 
may be had in the Court to which the business of the former Court 
has been transferred. 


(a) Nothing in this section applies to cases for which provi- 
sion is made in section 623* or section 649* of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, or in any other enactment for the time being in force. 


CHAPTER III. 


Ordinary Jurisdiction. 


18 . Save as otherwise provided by any enactment for the 
Extent of original jurisdic- being in force, the jurisdiction of a 
°/ District or Subordi- District Judge 01 Subordinate Judge ex- 
nate Judge. tends, subject to the provisions of sec- 

tion 15 of the Code of Civil Procedure, *[• to all original suits for the 
time being cognizable by Civil Courts. 


19 . (/) Save as aforesaid, and subject to the provisions of 
Extent of jurisdiction of sub-section (p), the jurisdiction of a 
Munsif. Munsif extends to all like suits of which 

the value does not exceed one thousand rupees. 

(2) The Local Government may, on the recommendation of 
the High Conrt, direct, by notification In the oflScial Gazette, with 
respect to any Munsif named therein, that his jurisdiction shall ex- 


* /. e., S3, 623 and 649 of Act XIV. of 1882 (the old Code now repealed), 
which should now mean to apply to s. 114 with r. j of O, XLVII., and ss. 
36 and 37, respectively, of Act V. of 1908 (the new Code entirely repealing 
the former Act). 

t Act V. of 1908. 


7 


of 1887.] BENGAL, N.-W. R, AND ASSAM CIVIL COURTS. 

tend to all like suits oi such value not exceeding two thousand 
rupees as may be specified in the notification. 

20. (/) Save as otherwise provided by any enactment for the 
Appeals from District and time being in force, ^ appeal from a 
Additional judges. decree or order of a District Judge or 

Additional Judge shall lie to the High Court. 

( 2 ) An appeal shall not lie to the High Court from a decree 
or order of an Additional Judge in any case in which, if the decree 
or order had been made by the District Judge, an appeal would 
not lie to that Court. 

Appeals from Subordinate 21* (/) Save as aforesaid, an ap-* 

Judges and Munsifs. peal from a decree or order of a Subor- 

dinate Judge shall lie — 

(fl) to the District Judge where the value of the original suit 
in which, or in any proceeding arising out of which, 
the decree or order was made, did not exceed five^ 
thousand rupees, and 

(^) to the High Court in any other case. 

{ 2 ) Save as aforesaid, an appeal from a decree or order of a 
Muusif shall lie to the District Judge. 

{ 3 ) Where the function of receiving any appeals which lie to 
the District Judge under sub-section (/) or sub-section ( 2 ) has been 
assigned to an Additional Judge, the appeals may be preferred to 
the Additional Judge. 

{ 4 ) The High Court may, with the previous sanction of the 
Local Government, direct, by notification in the official Gazette, 
that appeals lying to the District Judge under sub-section (a) from 
all or any of the decrees or orders of any Munsif shall be preferred 
to the Court of such Subordinate Judge as may be mentioned in 
the notification, and the appeal shall thereupon be preferred ac- 
cordingly. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Special Jurisdiction. 

22. (/) A District Judge may transfer to any Subordinate 
to transfer to Subor- Judge under his administrative control 
Mun^fs. appeals from any appeals pending before him from 

' the decrees or orders of Munsifs. 
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(2) The District Judge may withdraw any appeal so transferred, 
and either hear and dispose of it himself, or transfer it to a Court 
under his administrative control competent to dispose of it. 

(j) Appeals transferred under this section shall be disposed 
of subject to the rules applicable to like appeals when disposed of 
by the District Judge. 

23 . (/) The High Court may, by general or special order. 

Exercise by Subordinate authorize any Subordinate Judge or 
Judge or Munsif of jurisdic- Munsii to take cognizance or, or any 
tion of District Court in cer- District Judge to transfer to a Subordinate 
tain proceedings. Judge ot Munsif under his administrative 

control, any of the proceedings next hereinafter mentioned, or any 
class of those proceedings specified in the oraer. 

(a) The proceedings referred to in sub-section (/) are the 
following, namely — 

(a) proceedings under Bengal Regulation V., 1799 (Jo limit 

the Interference 0/ the Zillah and Liiy i^ouris of 
Deuoani Adalat in the Execution 0/ Wills and Admi- 
nistration to the Estates 0/ persons dying intestate)', 

(b) (Repealed by the Guardians and Wards Act (VIIL of 

(c) {Repealed by the Succession Certificate Act ( VII. of 

i88g)^ 

(d) proceedings under the Indian Succession Act,* 1865, and 

the Probate and Administration Act,f 1881, which 
cannot be disposed of by District Delegates ; and 

((f) references by Collectors under section szzCJ of the Code 
of Civil Procedure. 

(j) The District Judge may withdraw any such proceedings 
taken cognizance of by, or transferred to, a Subordinate Judge or 
Munsif, and may either himself dispose of them, or transfer tnem 
to a Court under his administrative control competent to dispose 
of them. 


Act X. of 186s. t Act V. of 1881. 

$ Row Third Schedule of Act V, of 1908. 
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24. (/) Proceedings taken cognizance of by, or transferred to, 
Disposal of proceedings re- ^ Subordinate Judge or Munsif, as the 
•sSfon/° last-foregoing case may be, under the last-foregoing 
. , section, shall be disposed of by him aub- 

theDlSc'judg??^^^^^ proceedings when disposed of by 

.pro«eZgts1.Srii:" 

f ^ppeal from the order of the District Tudire on the 
the^ High f 

Judge 1 allowed hi fh District 

juage IS allowed by the law for the time being in force. 

, 25. The Local Government may, by nolificatiou in the ofScial 

Bate Subordi- Gazette, confer, within such local limits 

Subordinate 

hon. Judge or Munsif, the jurisdiction of a 

the Provincial Small of a Court of Small Causes under 

cognizre b' fuTh Co„m 'f •'>“ ‘™‘ 

hundred rupees irthe So?, ?, .h."'!? 7'"“ u=:deuciing fivn 

and 6fty rupeest in the ras. nt Judge, or two hundred 

Withdraw anSicHorsrc™^^^^^^ “ »'• ■”=‘^ 


CHAPTER V. 


Q ^ Misfbasance. 

Suspension or Subordinate Judge, 

Ju^au'b, L,"ca” f, ”i=uondnct, be 

S^r^ent:' 




. (/') The High Court may, 

whenever it sees urgent necessity for so 

(si^ WL„ , ^ Subordinate Judge. 

“liw snb-sectlon'rrf n f“spend3 a Subordinate Judge 

“="< fta oitenmstaLs of he G™'"- 

shall make such order with Local Govern- 

- 1!: " respect thereto as it thinks fit. 

+ w‘ “fiSsT ~~ 

1“»‘>Moue subutilnted tor " one hundred rupees" by 
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Suspension or removal of 28. (/) The High Court may Rp- 

Munsif by High Court. point a commission for enquiring into 

alleged misconduct of a Munsif. 

(3) On receiving the report of the result of the inquiry, the 
High Court may, if it thinks fit, remove or suspend the Munsif. 

(5) The provisions of Act No. XXX Vll. of 1850 {for rtguld- 
ing Iriquirus into the Behaviour of Public Servants) shall apply to in- 
quiries under this section, the powers conferred by that Act on the 
Government being exercised by the High Court. 

{f) The High Court may, before appointing the commission, 
suspend the Munsif pending the result of the inquiry. 

(5) The High Court may, without appointing a commission, 
remove or suspend a Munsif. 

29. (/) A District Judge may, whenever he sees urgent ne- 
Suspension of Munsif by cessity for SO doing, suspend a Munsif 
District Judge. under his administrative control. 

^ (3) Whenever a District Judge suspends a Munsif under sub- 
section (/), he shall forthwith report to the High Court the circum- 
stances of the suspension, and the High Court shall make such 
order with respect thereto as it thinks fit. 


CHAPTER VI, 


Ministerlvl Officers. 


30. District Judges shall appoint the ministerial ofiicers of 
Appointment and removal their Courts, and, Subject only to the 
of ministerial officers of Dis- control of the Local Government, may 
trict Courts. remove or suspend those officers, or fine 

them in an amount not exceeding one month’s salary. 

Appointment and removal 31. (7) The ministerial officers of 

of ministerial officers of other the Civil Courts subject to the admitiis- 

trative control of the District Judge shall 
be appointed, — 


(a) in the case of an appointment not likely to last, and not 
lasting, longer than two months, by those Courts, and, 

(3) in any other case, by the District Judge. 
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(2) An Additional Judge, Subordinate Judge, or Munsif may, 
by order, remove or suspend, or fine in an amount not exceeding 
one month’s salary, any ministerial 'officer of his Court who is 
guilty of misconduct or neglect in the performance of the duties 
of his office. 


82. The provisions of the two last-foregoing sections shall be 

subject to the following modifications 
in their application to ministerial officers 
employed by more Civil Courts than 
one, namely — 


Appointment and removal 
of ministerial officers on joint 
establishments. 


(a) appointments not likely to last, and not lasting, longer 
than two months shall be made by the Court of the 
highest class among those Courts, or, where there Is 
no difference in class among those Courts, by the 
senior among the presiding Judges thereof; and 

(^) such ministerial officers may not be removed or sus- 
pended by any Court except the Court which, under 
clause (c) of this section, is for the time being charg- 
ed with the duty of making appointments to fill tem- 
porary vacancies. 


33. The District Judge, subject only to the control of the 

, powers of District Local Government, may, by order, sus- 

tn .• remove any ministerial officer 

otherwic^ 3 * or section 32 applies, and may, on appeal or 

sectinnc! h modify any order made under either of those 

sections by any Court under his administrative control. 

34 . (/) The Local Government may, at the instance of the 

fleers^''* ministerial of- High Court, or of a District Judge, trans- 

Court iindpr A . . ^ ministerial officer from any Civil 

^ourt under this Act to any other such Court. 

any suchTvi^irf^l^-Vi!^^ transfer a ministerial officer from 


35 . Any fine 
Recovery of fines. 


imposed under this chapter may be recover- 
ed by deduction from the salary of the 
person fined. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Supplemental Provisions. 

36 . (/) The Local Government may, invest with the powers 
Power lo confer powers of any L..ivil Court under this Act, by 
Civil Courts on officers* name or in virtue of office,— 

(a) any officer in the Chutia Nagpur, “Sambalpur "* Jul’ 
paigori, or Darjiling District, or in any part of the 
territories administered by the Chief Commissioner 
of Assam, except tne district of Silhat, or, 

( 3 ) after consultation with the Pligh Court, any officer serv- 
ing in any other part of the territories to which this 
Act extends, and belonging to a class defined in this 
behalf by the Local Government with the previous 
sanction of the Gevernor-General in Council. 

(3) Nothing in sections 4 to S (both inclusive) or sections 10 
to 12 (both inclusive), or sections 27 to 35 (both inclusive) applies 
to any officer so invested, but all the other provisions of this Act 
shall, so far as those provisions can be made applicable, apply to 
him as if he were a Judge of the Court with the powers of wnich he 
is invested. 

(j) Where, in the territories mentioned in clause (a) of sub 
section (/), the same local jurisdiction is assigned to two or more 
ofiicers invested with the powers of a Munsif, the officer invested 
with the powers of a District Judge may, with the previous sanction 
of the Local Gove rnment, delegate his functions under sub-section 
(2) of section 13 to an officer invested with the powers of a Sub- 
ordinate Judge, or to one of the officers invested wtth the powers of 
a Munsif. 

Where the place at which the Court of an officer invested 
with powers under sub-section (/) is to be held has not been hxed 
under section 14, the Court may be held at any place within the 
local limits of its jurisdiction. 

37. (/) Where, in any suit or other proceeding, it is necessary 
Certain decisions to be ac" fuT a Civil Court to decide any question 
cording to native law. regarding succession, inheritance, marri- 

age, or caste, or any religious usage or institution, the Muhamma- 


* The word " Sannbalpur” has been inserted by the Sambalpur Civil 

Courts Act (Ben. Act IV. of 1906), s. 6. 
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dan law in cases where the parties are Muhammadans, and Je 
Hindu law in cases where the parties are Hindus, shall form the 
rule of decision, except in so far as such law has, by legislative 
enactment, been altered or abolished. 

(2) In cases not provided for by sub-section (/), or by any 
other law for the time being in force, the Court shall act according 
to justice, equity, and good conscience. 


38 . (/) The presiding officer of a Civil Court shall not try 
Judges not to try suits in any suit or Other proceeding to which he 
which they are interested. is a party, or inwhich he is personally in- 
terested. 


(2) The presiding officer of an appellate Civil Court under this 
Act shall not try an appeal against a decree or order passed by 
himself in another capacity. 


(5) When any such suit, proceeding, or appeal as is referred 
to in sub-section (/) or sub-section (a) comes before any such 
officer, the officer shall forthwith transmit the record of the case 
to the Court to which he is immediately subordinate, with a report 
of the circumstances attending the reference. 


y) The superior Court shall thereupon dispoee of the case 
under section 25* of the Code of Civil Pocedure. 

i 

' (5) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect the ex- 

' traordinary original civil jurisdiction of the High Court, 


39 . For the purposes of the last-foregoing section, the presid- 
Subordination of Courts to ing officer of a Court subject to the ad- 
istnct Court. ministrative control of the District Judge 

wall be deemed to be immediately subordinate to the Court of the 
■district Judge, and, for the purposes of the Code of Civil Procedure, f 
the Court of such an officer shall be deemed to be of a grade in- 
terior to that of the District Judge. 


See MOW s. 24 
Act No. XIV.) 

t Act V, of 


of Act V. of 1908 (the new Code repealing that of 


1908. 
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40 . (/) This section and sections 15, 32, 37, 38, and 39 
Application of Act to apply to Courts of Small Causes con- 
Provincial Courts of Small stiluted under the Provincial Small Cause 
Causes. Courts Act,* 1887. 

(2) Save as provided by that Act, the other sections of this Act 
do not apply to those Courts. 


• Act No. IX. of 1887. 
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BEN. ACT NO. IV. OF 1906. 

Tlie Sambalpar Civil Courts Act, 1906. 

Passed by the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal in Council. 


An Act to declare the Law relating to Civil Courts in the District oj 

Sambalpur. 

Whereas it is expedient to declare the law relating to the 
Courts of Civil Judicature in the district of Sambalpur ; 

And whereas the previous sanction of the Governor-General 
has been obtained, under section 5 of the Indian Councils Act,* 
189a, to the passing of this Act ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows 


Short title, extent, and !• (/) This Act may be called the 

commencement. Sambalp ur Civil Courts Act, 1 906 : 

th extends to the territory decla red by the Proclamation of 

e Governor-General in Council, No. 2833 dated the 1st Septem- 
subject to and included within the Bengal Division 
Of the Presidency of Fort William. 

(s) if shall come into force on such date as the Local Gov- 
Qinent may, by notification in the Calcutta Gazette, direct. 


2 . Notwithstanding anything contained in section 2 of the 

Bengal and Assam Laws Act, f 1905, 
rh'S ””' .'heCemral Provinces CourtsAct,! igoi, 
Norn, m ^®Peaied in the district of Sambaipur ; and the Bengal, 
mav and Assam Civil Courts Act, § 1887 (which 

anv^nthfJr^^ purposes, but without prejudice to 

Courts AcrrSR'S’f Assam Civil 

> 287}, IS hereby extended to that district. 


3. All Courts 
Saving. 

territory under the 
«nder any enactment 


constituted, appointments, rules, and orders 
made, jurisdictions and powers confer- 
red, and other things done in the said 
said Central Provinces Courts Act,j: 1904, or 
repealed thereby, shall, so far as may be, be 


t 


Stat. 55 & 55 Viet., 

Act VII, of 1905, 


14. 


% Act II. of I904> 

§ Act XII. of 1887. 
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deemed to have been respectively constituted, made, conferred, and 
done under the said Bengal, Agra, and Assam Civil Courts Act,* 
1887. 

<3:. Any enactment or document referring 10 the said Central 
Construction of references Provinces Courts Act,t 1904, or many 
to Act II. of 1904. enactment repealed thereby, shall, in 

respect of the said district, be construed to refer to the said iiengal, 
Agra, and Assam Civil Courts Act,* 1887, or the corresponding 
portion thereof. 

5. Nothing in this Act shall affect any proceeding which, at 

„ the commencement thereof, is pending 

Pend.n£r proceedings. Sambalpur dis- 

trict, and every such proceeding shall be continued as if this Act 
had not been passed : 

Provided that appeals from decrees and orders passed by Civil 
Courts, and not appealed against, before the commencement of this 
Act, shall lie to the Court exercising the jurisdiction under the 
Bengal, Agra, and Assam Civil Courts Act.* 1887, which corres- 
ponds, as far as may be, to the jurisdiction of the Court to which 
such appeals would have lain if this Act had not been passed. 

6. In clause (a) of sub-section (/) of section 36 of the Bengal, 

Amendment of section 36 and Assam Civil Courts Act,* 

(j) (a) of Act XII. of 1SS7. 1887, after the words “Chutia Nagpur,” 

the word “ Sambalpur ” shall be inserted. 


* Act XII. of 1887. 


t Act II. of 1904. 
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act XIV. OF 1869: 

The Bombay Civil Courts Act, 1869. 


Rbcsivkd the G-G.’s Assent on the iqth March 1869. 


An Act to consolidate and amend the Law relating to the District 
and Subordinate Civil Courts in the Presidency of Bombay. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 

relating to the district and other snbor- 
Preamble. diqate Civil Courts in the Presidency 

of Bombay; It is. hereby enacted as follows 

PART I. 

I t 

Preliminary. 

1 . This Act may be called the Bombay Civil Courts Act, 

Short title. 1869; and extends Only to the territo- 

Extent. ries (other than Sindh*) under the 

government of the Governor of Bombay in Council in which the 
Code of Civil Procedure! is now in force. 

But the Governor of Bombay in Council may, by.notificatioa 
in the Government Gazette, extend this Act to any other of the 
f territories under such government in which the said Codef is 
not in force, or to Sindh. 

2 . [Repeal of enactments^ Repealed by Act XIV, of 


PART Ih 

District am;d,Sadr Staitons. 

’8. The Governor of Bombay in Council may, from .time, to 
.Alteration and creation of ti“ie> hy notification in the Governmeiit 
dbtricts. ' " ■ Gazette, alter the limits of existing zilas 


. * Ss. 3, 4, 12, 13, 14 to 20, 23, 32, 3S to 37, 40 , and ,43jpf .^ct XW* 
have since l^a extended, by notiScationa under the Scheduled 


D^trirta Actj(XIV."'oPi87"4), to the Province .of. Sindh. 

+ ActV.bf igbS. ' ' 
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(which shall hereafter be called districts), and create new districts 
for the purposes of this Act. 


4 . The Governor of Bombay in Council may also, from time 

Position of sadr station. notification in the Govern. 

ment Gazette, alter the position of tbe 
sadr station in any district, and fix the position of the sadr stauon 
in any new district. 


PART III. 


District Courts. 


5 . There shall be 

District Judges. 


in 


each district a District Court presided 
over by a Judge to be called the District 
Judge. He shall be appointed by the 
Governor of Bombay in Council, by whose authority only he shall 
be liable to be suspended or removed from his appointment.* 


6. The District Judge shall ordinarily hold the District 

Situation of District Court, ponit at the sadr station in his district, 

out may, with the previous sanction ot 
the High Court, hold it elsewhere within the district. 


7 - The District Court shall be the principal Court of original 
Original jurisdiction of Civil jurisdiction in the district within 
District Court. the meaning of the Code of Civil 

Procedure.f 

8. Except as provided in sections i6, 17, and 26, the 
Appellate jurisdiction of District Court ' shall be the Court of 

District Court. ^ Appeal from all decrees and orders 

passed by the subordinate Courts from which an appeal lies under 
any law for the time being in force. 

9. The District Judge shall have general control over all the 
Control and inspection of Cjvil Courts and their establishments 

. within the district, and it shall be his 

duty to inspect, or to cause one of his assistants to inspect, the, 
proceedings of all the Courts subordinate to him, and to give such 
directions with respect to matters not provided for by law as he 
may think necessary. ' 


f Act^v” Act XII. of 1876, have here been omitted: 


of 1869]- 
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be made thereon. t 

10. The 

Writs and orders. Coutt, and shall °5 

.pom .boro.o under hU aiguature and the seal ot the Court 
as the exigencies of the case require* 

He shall further furnish such reports, fS?bTthe 

proceedings as may be called ror oy me 

Reports and returns. Court or the Governor or isomDay 

in Council. ' 

. 11. The Distrlet Judge shall use a '"“^“eoh 

in diameter, which shall bear inereon 

Seal of District Judge. Royal Arms with the following 

inscription inEnglish and the principal language of the district: 

“District Court of 




PART IV. 


12. The Governor 

to appoint Joint 


Joint Judges. 

of Bombay in Council may, with the 

“I" to appoint jornt 

irict a Joint Judge, who shall be invested whh co-extensive 
,vers and a concurrent jurisdiction with the District judge, 
:ept that he shall not keep a file of civil suits, and shall transact 
ch civil business only as he may receive from the District Jttdge> 
as may have been referred to the Joint Judge by order of the 
igh Court. 


When the appointment of a Joint Judge shall have been 
inclioned by the Governor-General of India in Council, the 
iQvernor of Bombay in Council may, so long as such sanction 
;QnUnues in force, appoint a successor to such Joint Judge m case 
118 office becomes vacant, or transfer such Joint Judge from one- 
iislrict to another ; and in such other district the Joint Judge so 
Itausferred shall have the same powers as he had in the former 
^isitict. , . 
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13. All Regulations and Acts now or hereafter in force, an 

‘E,.cta..ls applied to dPPlyi"/ » District J 

Joint Judge. deemed to apply also to the joii 

Joint Judge’s seal. Judge; and the seal of ■ the Joint Judg 

shall be the same as is used by the District Judge. 


PART V. 

Assistant Juixjes. 

14. The Governor of Bombay in Council, under the geneii 
Power to appoint Assistant control of the Govemor-General ( 

Judges. India in Council, may appoint one ( 

more assistants to the District Judge, and may suspend or remov 
from his appointment any assistant so appointed ' 

15. An Assistant Judge shall ordinarily hold his Court * 
Situation of Assistant the same place as the District Judge ; bi 

Judge’s Court. jje may hold his Court elsewhere witni 

the district whenever the District Judge shall, with the previoi 
sanction of the High Court, direct him so to do. 

16. The District Judge may refer to any Assistant Judf 
Original jurisdiction of subordinate to him original suits 

Assistant Judge. which the subject-matter does 0 

amount to lo.ooo rupees in amount or value, and miscellaneoi 
applications not being of the nature of appeals. 

The Assistant Judge shall have jurisdiction to try such sui 
and to dispose of such applications. 

Where the Assistant Judge’s decrees and orders in such cas 
are, appealable, the appeal shall lie to the District Judge, or to ti 
High Court, according as the amount or value of the subjec 
matter does not exceed or exceeds 5,000 rupees.f 

17. The Governor of Bombay in Council may, by notificatii 
Appellate jurisdiction of in the Government Gazette, empow 

Assistant Judge. any Assistant Judge to try such apP®* 

from the decrees and orders of the subordinate Courts as wou 


* The rest of s. 14, repealed by Act XII. of 1876, have here be 
omitted. 

t A portion of a. 16, as originally enacted, has here been omitte 
having been repealed by Acts VII. of 1889 and VIII. of 1890. 
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lie to the District Judge, and* aa may be referred by him to the 
Assistant Judge. 

Decrees and orders passed under this section by an Assistant 
Judge ■ shall have the same force, and shall be subject to the same 
rules as regards procedure and appeals, as decrees and orders- 
passed by the District Judge. 

18. A person filling the office of Assistant Judge, on whom 
Continuance of Assistant ffi® power of hearing appeals has once 
Judge’s appellate jurisdic- been conferred under section 17 , shall' 

• continue to have this power so long and 
so often as he may fill the office of Assistant Judge without reference 
to the district in which he may be employed : provided that the 
Governor of Bombay in Council may, by notification in the Govern- 
ment Gazette, at any time svilhdraw such power. 


19. The Governor of Bombay in Council may, by notification 
' Power to invest Assistant iu the Government Gazette, invest an 
Judge with powers of Dis- Assistant Judge with all or any of the 
ttict Judge. powers of a District Judge within a par- 

ticular part of a district, and may, by like notification, from time 
to time, determine and alter the limits of such part. 

The jurisdiction of an Assistant Judge so invested shall, />ro 
ionto^ exclude the jurisdiction of the District Judge from within the 
said limits. 

' Every Assistant Judge so invested shall ordinarily hold his 
G)uri at such place within the local limits of his jurisdiction as may 
be determined by the Governor of Bombay in Council, and may, 
with the previous sanction of the High Court, hold it at any other 
place within such limits. 


^sistant Judge to use seal 
of District Judge. 


20 . Every Assistant Judge shall' 
use the seal of the District Judge to- 
whom he is assistant. 


PART VI. 

Subordinate Judges. 

21. There shall be in each district so many Civil Courts 
Civircourts ®'ibordinate subordinate to the District Court as the 
, j Governor of Bombay in Council, acting 

er the general control of the Governor-General of India in 
uncil, shall, from time to time, direct. 
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22. The Judges of such subordinate Courts shall be appointed 

*’ Appointment of Subordin* by the Govemot of Bombay in Councilj 
ate Judges. and shall be called Subordinate Judges. 

No person shall be appointed a Subordinate Judge unless he 
be a subject of the Queen who has practised “three”* years as an advo- 
cate of a High Court in India, or as a vakil in the High Court of Ju- 
“dicature in Bombay, or who has qualified for the duties of a Subordin- 
ate Judge according to such tests as may for the time being be 
prescribed by such High Court, or who has taken the degree pf’ 
Bachelor of Laws in the University of Bombay. 

The tests so prescribed by the High Court shall be notified in 
the Government Gasette. 

22 A. t The Governor-General in Council may, by notification 
Power to fix local limits of the official Gazette, fix, and, by a 
jurisdiction of Subordinate like notification, from time to time, alter. 
Judges. tljQ local limits of the ordinary jurisdic- 

tion of the Subordinate Judges. 

23. The Subordinate Judges shall hold their Courts at such 
Situation of subordinate place ot places as the Governor of 

Bombay in Council may, from time to 
time, appoint witnin the local limits of their respective jurisdictions. 

Wherever more than one such place is appointed, the District 
Judge shall, subject to the control of the High Court, fix the days 
on which the Subordinate Judge shall hold his Court at each of 
such places, and the Subordinate Judge shall cause such days to be 
duly notified throughout the local limits of his jurisdiction. 

The same person may be the Judge of more than one subordi- 
nate Court ; and in such cases the District Judge shall, subject to 
the control of the High Court, prescribe rules for regulating the 
time during which the Subordinate Judge shall sit in each Court. 

The Judge of any subordinate Court may, with the pevious 
sanction of the High Court, be deputed by the District Judge to 
the Court of another Subordinate Judge for the purpose of assisting 
him in the disposal of the suits on his file. 

Classes of Subordinate 24. The Subordinate Judges shall 

Judges. be of two classes. 


* Substituted for " five” by Bom. Act V. of 1912. 
t S. 22A has been added by Act IX. of {880, s. 2. 
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The jurisdiction of a Subordinate 
. Jurisdiction of Subordinate Judge of the first class extends to alJ 
Judge of first class. original suits and proceedings of a cwl 

nature. 

The jurisdiction of a Subordinate Judge of the second class 
Jurisdiction of Subordinate' extends to all Original suits and proceed- 
Judge of second class. ings of a civil nature wherein the sub- 

ject-matter does not exceed in amount or value five thousand rupees. 

25. A Subordinate Judge of the first class, in addition to his 

ordinaiy jurisdiction, shall exercise a 
special jurisdiction, in respect of such 
suits and proceedings of a civil nature 
•wherein the subject-matter exceeds five thousand rupees in amount 
or value as may arise within the local jurisdictions of the Courts in 
the district presided over by Subordinate Judges of the second class. 


In districts to which more than one Subordinate Judge of the 
first class have been appointed, the District Judge, subject to the 
orders of the High Court, shall assign to each the local iimita 
within which his said special jurisdiction is to be exercised. 


26. In all suits decided by a Subordinate Judge of the first 

class in the exercise of his ordinary and 
special original jurisdiction, of which 
the amount or value of the subject-matter exceeds 5,000 rupees, 
the appeal from his decision shall be direct to the High Court. 


Appeals from his decisiOD* 


27 . The Governor of Bombay in Council may invest any Sub- 

Appejlate jurisdiction of Ordinate Judge of the first class with 
Subordinate Judge of first power to hear appeals from such decrees 

and orders of Subordinate Courts as 
may be referred to him by the Judge of the district. 

Decrees and orders so passed in appeal by a Subordinate 
Judge of the first class shall have the same force as if passed by a 
District Judge. 

of Bombay in Council may, whenever he thinks 
fit, withdraw such jurisdiction from any Subordinate Judge so 

ill VcSLSU* 


28. The Governor of Bombay in Council may invest, within 
“ invest Subordi- such local limits as he shall, from time 

small-cause to time, appoint, any Subordinate Judge 
of the first class with the jurisdiction o£ 
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a Judge of a Court of Small Causes, for the trial of suits cognizable 
by such Courts up to the amount of 500 rupees, and any Subordi- 
nate Judge of the second class with the same jurisdiction up to 
the amount of 50 rupees.* 

The Governor of Bombay in Council may, whenever he thinks 
fit, withdraw such jurisdiction from any Subordinate Judge so- 
invested. 


“ 28 . (/) The High Court may by general or special order 
Power to invest Subordi- invest any Subordinate Judge, within 
note Judges with jurisdiction such locol limits and Subject to such 
uner certain cts. pecuniary limitation as may be prescribed 

in such order, with all or any of the powers of a District Judge or 
a District Court as the case may be under the Indian Succession- 
Act, 1865, the Probate and Administration Act, iSSr, or para- 
graph 5 of Schedule III. to the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. 

(3) Every order made by a Subordinate Judge by virtue of the 
powers conferred upon him underisub-seclion (t) shall be subject to 
appeal to the Pligh Court or the District Court according as the 
amount or value of the subject-matter exceeds or does not exceed 
five thousand rupees. 

(j) Every order of the District Judge passed on appeal under 
subsection (2) from the order of a Subordinate Judge shall be 
subject to an appeal to the High Court under the rules contained 
m the Code of Civil Procedure applicable to appeals from appellate 

decrees, t 

29 . Each Subordinate Judge shall use a seal one' inch 
Seal of Subordinate Judge, ^^^d-a-half in diameter, bearing the Royal 
. Crown with the following inscription 

m English and the principal language of the district— “Subordinate 
Judge of 

SO. 31 . \First Subordinate yudges ; Pending troceedings ^ 
Repealed by Act RII. o/" 18^6. 


32 .J No Subordin ate Judge or Court of Small Causes shall 
Reference of Government receive or register a suit in which the 

Government or any officer of Govern- 


* But see Act XVII, of 1S79, 3. 5 (to be read with s. i). 
t See. 2 iA has been inserted by Bom. Act V. of 1912. 

A..* v-w' ? u*’® which has been added’ hereto by s. 3 

Act XV. of 1880) has been substituted for the original by Act X. of 187^1^ 

3 . 13. 
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merit in his official capacity is a party ; but, in every such case, such- 
Judge or Court shall refer the plaintiff to the District Judge in 
whose Court alone (subject to the provisions of section 19) such 
suit shall be instituted ; 

Provided that nothing in this section shall be deemed to apply 
Proviso. to any suit, merely because — 

[a) a municipal corporation constituted under Bombay 
Act No. VI. of 1873, or any other enactment for the 
time being in force, is a party to such suit, and an 
officer of Government is, in his official capacity, a 
member of such corporation, or 

( 3 ) an officer of a Court appointed under the Code of Civil 
Procedure, section 456* last paragraphf “is, in 
virtue of such appointment,” a party to such suit. 


Ke 7 noval or Suspemion. 

33 . Whenever the High Court is of opinion that there are- 
Comniission of enquiry in- good grounds for making a formal and 
to alleged misconduct. public enquiry into the truth of any impu- 

tation or ixnsconduct by any Subordinate Judge, the High Court may 
appoint a Commissioner or Commissioners for the purpose of hold- 
ing such an enquiry, and, on the receipt of his or their report, may 
r er t at the Subordinate Judge be removed or suspended from’ 
othce, or reduced to a lower class. 

provisions of Act No. XXXVIl. of 1850 {for regulating 
ipf ^ into the behaviour of public servants') shall apply to enquir- 

GnvpWi powers conferred by that Act on the 

Government being exercised by the High Court. 


, Suspension of Subordinate ^ suspend' 

Judges by High Court; by Subordinate Judge from office- 

‘Strict Judge. pending the result of an enquiry into hi&’ 

behaviour under this section. 

so d^n? he sees urgent necessity for 

control ^ But Subordinate Judge under his 

’ ^^henever the Dis trict Judge suspends any such 

upply to rules^a^^^Wo? Act^IV. of 1882 should now be meant to 

“f ■89i”kav;S4 bt»S°d.° “■ 
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Subordinate Judge, he shall forthwith report the case for the orders 
of the High Court. 

Nothing in this section or in section 33 shall be held to inter- 
Saving of power of Govern- fere with the right of Government to 
ment to suspend or dismiss. suspend or remove from office any 
Subordinate Judge at their discretion. 


PART VII. 

Temporary Vacancies. 

35. In the event of the death of the District Judge, or of his 
Temporary vacancy of being prevented from performing his 
office of District Judge. duties by illness or other casualty, or of 

his absence from his district on leave, the first in rank of the Assist- 
ant Judges in the district, or, in the absence from the district of an 
Assistant Judge, the first in rank of the Subordinate Judges, shall 
assume charge of the District Court without interruption to his 
ordinary jurisdiction, and, while so in charge, shall perform the 
duties of a District Judge, with respect to the filing of suits and 
appeals, receiving pleadings, execution of processes, return of writs, 
and the like, and shall be designated Assistant Judge or Subordi- 
nate Judge, as the case may be, in charge of the district, and shall 
continue in such charge until the office of District Judge may be 
resumed or assumed by an officer duly appointed thereto. 

30. Any District Judge leaving the sadr station, and proceed- 
Delegation of powers of ing cu duty to any place within his dis- 
District Judge. trict, may delegate to an Assistant Judge 

or, in the absence of an Assistant Judge, to a Subordinate Judge 
at the sadr station, the power of performing such of the duties enu- 
merated in section 35 as may be emergent; and such officer shall' 
be designated Assistant or Subordinate Judge, as the case may be, 
in charge of the sadr station. 

37. In the event of the death, suspension, or temporary . 
Temporary vacancy of absence of any Subordinate Judge, the 
office of Subordinate Judge. District Judge may empower the Judge 
of any subordinate Court of the same district to perform the duties 
of the Judge of the vacated subordinate Court, either at the place 
of such Court or of his own Court ; but in every such case the 
registers and records of the two Courts shall be kept distinct. 
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PART VIIL 


Ministerial Officers. 


- '38. All ministerial 0 flScers of the Civil Courts in each district 

Appomtm=„e. &C.. of mi- shall be appointed, snd msy 
oisterial ofBcers, suspcDdcd, Of dismissed^ by thc District 

Judge, subject ■ to such rules as the High Court may, from time to 
time, prescribe : 


Provided that the J udge of every subordinate Court may, 
subject to the like rules, appoint the ministerial officers of such 
Court, whose salaries do not exceed rupees ten per mensem, and 
may by order fine, suspend, or dismiss any ministerial officer of 
such Court who is guilty of any misconduct or neglect in the per- 
formance of the duties of his office. > 


Every such order shall be subject to appeal to the District 
Judge, and the rules for the time being applicable to appeals to 
the Court of Session from orders of the Criminal Courts subordi- 
nate thereto shall apply to all appeals under this section. 

Nothing in this section shall exempt the offender from any 
penal or other consequences to which he may be liable under any 
other law in force for the time being. 

39 . The duties of the said ministerial officers shall be regulat- 
Duties of ministerial offi- < ed by such rules, as the High Court may, 

from time to time, prescribe. 

40. The Governor of Bombay in Council may, under the 
Power to appoint Clerks of general control of the Governor-General 

tte Courts. of India in Council, appoint 10 any Civil 

Court under diis Act a Clerk of the Court who, in addition to such 
duties as may, from time to time, be prescribed by the High Court, 
may receive and register plaints, and shall refer such as he may 
consider should be refused for the orders of the Judge of the Court, 
and may sign all processes and authenticate copies of papers. 


PART IX. 

Miscellaneous. 

41. The proceedings of each Civil Court shall be kept and 
• for keeping proceed- recorded according to such rules as the 

High Court may, from time to time. 
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prescribe. The High Court shall also lay down rules under which 
copies of papers may be granted. 

42. The High Court shall, from time to time, with the sanc- 

tion of the Governor of Bombay in Coun- 
Fees for process. prescribe and, regulate the fees to be 

taken for any process issued by any Court, the constitution of which 
is declared by this Act, or by any,oflScer of such Court. 

Tables of the fees so prescribed shall be published in tne Gov- 
. emment Gazette. 

43. The District and Subordinate Courts shall sit from day 

cr- L to day, except on Sundays, New Year’s 

I ings.o our . D&y, Good Friday, Christmas Day, and 

Her Majesty’s Birthday, and such other days as may be sanctioned 
for each or every district by ,the High Court. 

The High Court may also permit the Civil Courts under its 

control to adjourn for a period or periods 
not exceeding in the whole six weeks in 
each year. 


SCHEDULE ; 
Enactuxnts rbpxalkd. 
[Hepealed hy Act XIV. of i8yo.} 





ACT NO. III. OF 1873: 
Tie Utadras CiYll Courts Act, 1873.* 


Receivkd G.'G/s Assent on 2ist January 1873. 

An Ad io consolidate and * amend the Law relating to the Civil 
Courts of the Madras Presidency subordinate to the High 
Court. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 
p . , relating to the Civil Courts of the 

^ Madras Presidency subordinate to the 

High Court ; It is hereby enacted as follows : — 

Part I. — ^Preliminary. 

1 . This Act may be called “The 
Madras Civil Courts Act, 1873 

It extends to all the territories for the time being under the 

Local extent. government of the Governor of Fort 

St. George in Council except the tracts 
respectively under the jurisdiction of the Agents for Ganjam and 
Vizagapatam ; 

,, ^nd it shall come into force on 
the first day of March i873, 

2 . \_Repeal of certain enactments. — Repealed by Act XII. of 


Short title. 


Part 11. — EsrABusmiENT and Constitution of 
Civil Courts. 

3 . The number of District (heretofore designated Zila 

Numb., .1 Dincict Curl.. Co“tt8 to be established or cdntinued 
. under this Act shall be fixed, .and may, 

trom time to time, be altered, by the Local Government ; 

Provided that ho increase to the number of such Courts shall 
he made by such Government without the previous sanction of the 
uovernor 'General in Council. 


* This Act is amended by Acts XIX. of 1877 and XXI. of 1885, 
3,W0-i6.9.io. Act in., 73—1, 
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4. Tl)cj number of Subordinate Judges and District iMunsifs 
Number of Subordinate lo bc appointed Under this Act for 
J udtres and District Muusifs. each district shall be fixed and may, 
from lime to lime, be altered, by the Local Government : 

Provided that no addition to the number of such officers shall 
be aaade by such Government without the previous sanction of 
the Governor-General in Council. 


5. The place at which any Court under this Act shall be 
^ held may be fixed, and may, from time 

Court’s tolciy. 10 lime, be allered- 


in the case of a District Court or a Subordinate Judge’s Court 
—by the Local Government ; 

in the case of a District Munsif's Court — by the High Court. 

The places fixed for any Court under this section shall be 
deemed to be within the local jurisdiction of that Court,' 

6. Whenever the office of the Judge of a District Court (here- 
Appointment to v.acancy in inafter Called a “'District Judge ), of 
office of District Judtre or of a Subordinate Judge, under this 
Subordinate Judge. jg 

or whenever the Governor-General in Council has sanctioned 
an addition to tlie number of District Judges or Subordinate 
Judges under the provisions of section 3 or section 4, 

the Local Government shall appoint to the office such duly- 
qualified person as it thinks proper. 

Appointment to vacancy * 7 . Whenever the office of a Dis 

in office of District Munsif. trict Munsif under this Act is vacant, 

or whenever the Governor- General in Council has sanctioned 
an addition to the number of District iMunsifs under the provisions 
of section 4, 

the High Court shall appoint to the office such person as it 
thinks fit : 

Provided that he possesses the qualifications for the time 
being required by the .rules in this behalf which the High Court, 
with the previous sanction of the Local Government, are hereby 
empowered to make and alter. 


To 3. 5, this paragraph has been added by Act XXI. of 1885, s. 3 . 
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Every appointment male under this section slnil be publisii- 
of appoint- manner as apoointments 

made by the Local Government. 


Publication 

ments* 


The Local Government may, for good and sufficient 
Annulment of appoint- a'nnul any appointment made 
nients. this Section. 


reason, 

under 


8. The present Zila Courts, Principal Sadr Amins, and Dis- 
Disirict Courts, Subordi- trict Munsifs shall be respectively the 
nate Judges, and District first “District Courls, “Subordinate 
^^“»sifs. Judges," and “District Munsifs" under 

this x\ct. 


9 . Every Court under this Act shall use 
and dimensions 
being, prescribed 
ment. 


Seal of Court. 


a seal of such form 
as are, for the time 
by the Local Govetn- 


Part III, — Jurisdiction’. 

10 . The Local Government shall fix, and may from time to 
Local limits of ju-isdiction time vary, the local limit- mI the juris- 
)f District Court or Subor- diciion of any District Judge 01’ Subor- 
uiate judge. dinate Judg; under this Act : 

Provided that, where more than one Subordinate Judge is 
Local limits of jurisdiction appointed to any district, the District 
of several Subordi- Judge may assign to each such Subor- 
naeju ges. dinate Judge the local limits of his par- 

ticular jurisdiction within such district. 

The present Iccal limits of the jurisdiction of every Civil 
Court (other than the High Court) shall be deemed to have been 
fixed under this Act. 


bowl jutisdiction of Dis- ll. The High Court shall fix, and 

net Munsifs. from time to time, modify, the 

local jurisdiction of District Munsifs. 

If the High Court assigns the same local jurisdiction to two 
or more District^ Munsifs, it shall declare wliich of them shall be 
Principal District Munsif, and the other or others 
a I be called Additional District Munsifs, and shall take cogni- 
zance only of such suits and applications as may, by special or 
general order in thi s behalf, be directed by the District Judge."" 

’ To s. 1 1, this paragraph has been added by Act XXL of 1883, s. 3. 
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12. The jurisdiction of a District Judge or a Subordinate 

Jurisdiction of District Judge extends, subject to the rules COD- 
Judjjc or Subordinate Judge lained in the Code of Civil Procedure, 
m original suits. to all original suits and proceedings cf 

a civil nature. 


The jurisdiction of a District Munsif extends to all like suits 
Jurisdiction of District Mun- and proceedings, not otherwise exempted 
sif. from his cognizance, of which the amouni 

or value of the subject* matter does not exceed two thousand five 
hundred rupees. 


13. Regular or special appeals or appeals under Madras Rd- 
Appeals from decrees of gulaiion XI. of 1832,7 section 9*®^^ ’ 
District Courts. when such appeals are allowed by la'Vi 

lie from the decrees and orders of a District Court to the High 
Court. 


Appeals from the decrees and orders of Subordinate Judges 
Appellate jurisdiction 1 f and District IMunsifs shall, when such 
District Court. appeals are allowed by law, lie to the 

District Court except when the amount or value of the subject-matter 
of the suit exceeds rupees five thousand, in which case the appeal 
shall lie to the High Court : 

Provided that, whenever a Subordinate Judge’s Court is es- 
Appellate jurisdiciinn of tablished in any district at a place re- 
Subordinate Judge. mote from the Station of the District 

Court, the High Court may, with the previous sanction of the 
Local Government, direct that appeals from the decrees or orders 
of District Munsifs within the local limits of the jurisdiction of 
such Subordinate Judge be preferred in the Court of the latter: 


Provided also that the District Judge may remove to his own 
Disposal of appeal by Court, from time to time, appeals so 
District Judge. preferred, and dispose of them himself, 

or may, subject to the orders of the High Court, refer any appeals 
from the decrees and orders of District Munsifs, preferred in the 
District Court, to any Subordinate Judge within the district. 


S' Now Act V, of 1 90S. 
t Repealed by Act VI. of 18/8. 
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14. * When the subject-matter of any suit Ot* proceeding is 
Valuation of suits for im- I^nd, a house, or a garden, its value 

moveable property. shall, for the purposes of the juris- 

diction conferred by this Act, be fixed in manner provided by the 
Court Fees Act, 1870, f section 7, clause (5). 

15. Every Court undei this Act may require a witness or 
Power to require witness or party to any suit or Other proceeding 

raYuon° such Court to make such 

oath or affirmation as is prescribed by 
the law for the time being in force. 


16. Where, in any suit or proceeding, it is necessary for any 

Law administered ' by Court under this Act to decide any 
ourts to natives. question regarding succession, inherit- 

ance, marriage, or caste, or any religious usage or institution — • 

(<z) the Muhammadan .Law in cases where the parties are 
Muhammadans, and the Hindu Law in cases where the parties 
are Hindus, or , - 

custom (if such there be) having the force of law, 
and governing the parties or property concerned, 

hsQ decision, unless such law or Custom 

nas, by legislative enactment, been altered or abolished ,‘ 

accnSnIf specific rule exists, the Court shall act 

Ho to justice, equity, and good conscience. 

17. No District Judge, Subordinate Judge, or District Mun- 

whlch?hlv^r.‘°; which he 

shalUdTnd rl ' ^ personally interested, or 

of. such suit! ^ proceeding connected with, or arising out 

0 District Judge or Subordinate Judge shall try any appeal 

pasTed^rofhe/can. against a decree or order passed by 

pacities. himself in another capacity. 

’ll A P^^oeeding, or appeal comes before any 

suits and ^ officer, he shall report the cir- 
appeais. cumstances to the Court to which he is 

immediately subordinate. 


I ncc VU. ot 1870, 
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The superior Court shall ihereupoti dispose of the case in 
the maimer prescribed by the Code of Civil Procedure, sec- 
tion 6.* 

Nothing in the lasi-precedin^^ clause of this section shall 
be deemed to alTect the extraordinary original civil jurisdiction of 
the High Court. 


Part IV. — Misco.suuct o :- Judous. 

18 . Any District judge, Subordinate Judge, or District Mun* 

Suspension of Judiies by uiisconduct, be suspend- 

Local Gjvcrnuiont. ed or removed by the Local Govern- 

ment, 

19 . Ihe High Court may, whenever it sees urgent necessity 

Suspension of Subordinate Suspend a Subordinate 

Judge by High Court. Judge pending the orders of the LoCvd 

Government. 


The High Court shall immediately report the circumstances 
of such suspension, 

and the Local Government shall make such order thereon 
as it thinks fit, 


20 . Ihe High Court may suspend any District hlunsif who 
Suspension of District is alleged to have misconducted himself, 

.Muusif by High Court. Of may appoint a commission for en* 

oimmsion o inquiry. quiring into his alleged misconduct. 

The Provisions of Act No. XXXVII. of 1850 (/or regulating 

enquiries into Ihe behaviour 0/ public 
servants) shall apply to enquiries under 
this section, the power conferred by 
that Act on the Government being ex- 
ercised by the High Court. 

On receiving the report of the result of any such enquiry, the 
High Court may, if it think fit, remove the iMunsif from office, or 
suspend him, or reduce him to a lower grade. 

21 . The District Judge may suspend from office, whenever 
Suspension of District he sees urgent necessity for so doing, 

Munsif by District Judge. any District Munsif under his control. 


Exercise by High Court of 
powers confeired oa Govern- 
ment by Act XXXVII. of 
1850. 


lYow see s. 34 of Act V, of 1908.— Kfcfc s. 158 of that Act. 
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Whenever a District Judge exercises the power conferred by 

this section, he shall forthwith send to 
' Report to High Court. the High Court a full report of the cir- 
cumstances of the case, together with the evidence, if any, and the 
High Court shall make such order thereon as it thinxs fit. 

Part V. — Mintstsriai. OinncERS. 

22. The ministerial officers of the District Courts shall be 
Appoinlm..!, Sc., of appointed And maybe suspended or 

nistetW officers of District removed, by the Judges of sudi Courts, 
Courts. whose orders in such matters shall, 

subject to the control of the Pligh Court,^ be final, 

23. t The ministerial oflicer of the Courts of the Subordinate 
Judges and District MunsUs shall be appointed by such Subor- 
dinate Judges and District Mimsifs, respectively, subject to tlie 
approval or confirmation of the District Judge within whose juris- 
diction such Courts are situate, and may, “ subject to the control of 
the High Court,''* be removed from office, either by the s.ud 
District Judge, or (subject to his approval or confirmation) by such 
Subordinate Judges and District Munsifs, respectively. 

24. Every appointment under this Part sliall be made subject 
Rules regulating such ap- such rules as the Local Goverument, 

pointments. from time to time, prescribes on this 

behalf. 

Every person appointed under this Part shall perform such 

DuteoimmUterialofflceca. f ““y’ 

imposed upon him by the presiding 

officer of the Court to which he belongs. 

The present ministerial officers of the Courts under this .\ct 

Present ministerial officers. be deemed to have been appointed 

under this Part. 

24A.t The Local Government may, at the instance of the 
Transfer of ministerial District Judge, transfer from any Court 

to any other Court, except the High 
Court, all or any of the mmisterial officers of the Court of such 
Judge, or of any Subordinate Judge or District Munsif under his 
control. 
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The District Judge may [transfer all or any of the minis- 
terial oflicers of any Court under his control to any other such 
Court. 


Part VI,— Miscellaneous. 


Temporary discharge of 
duties of District Judge. 


25. In the event of thejdeath of the 
District judge, 


or of his being incapacitated by illness or otherwise for the 
performance of his duties, 

or of his absence from the station in which his Court is held, 

the senior Subordinate Judge of the district shall, without 
interruption to his ordinary duties, assume charge of the District 
Judge’s office, and shall discharge such of the current duties 
thereof as are connected with the filing of suits and appeals, the 
execution of processes, and the like, 


and shall continue in charge of the office until the same is 
resumed or assumed by an officer duly appointed thereto. » 

26. The District Judge, on the occurrence within his district 

„ , _ , , of any vacancy in the office of Districi 

na?e to" vaiLfy ""of Munsif, may, pending the orders of the 

District Munsif. High Court thereon, appoint such person 

as he thinks fit to act in such office ; and he shall at once report 
to the High Court the occurrence of every such vacancy and such 
appointment. 

27. Subject to the other provisions of this Act, and to the 
District Judge to control mles for the time being in force, and 

Civil Courts of District. prescribed by the High Court in thh 
behalf, the general control over all the Civil Courts under this Act 
in any district is vested in the District Judge. 

28. The Local Government may, by notification in the officia 
Investiture of Subordinate Gazette, invest, within such local 

Judge with Small Cause limits as it shall, from time to time, 
jurisdiction. appoint, 

any “ District or ”* Subordinate Judge with the jurisdiction of 
a Judge of a Court of Small Causes for the trial of suits cognizable 
by such Courts up to the amount of rupees five hundred, 


Vide»AciKXl. of x88s, s.g. 
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and any District Munsif with the same jurisdiction up to the 
k,=sliiu,e . of Dijtticf amount of lupses fifty “ or, on the re- 
Munsif with similar jurisdic- COmDieBCmtlOn of ihG High Court, Up tO 
tion. • any amount not esceeding rupees two 

hundred,”* 

and may, by like notification, whenever it thinks fit, withdraw 
such jurisdkdon Siom the “District or”* Subordinate Judge or 
Munsif so invested. 

29 . t Sections 1,8,9, to,and 12 of Madras Act No. I. of 1868 

Ameadraent of Madras appotnimeni of a Commissioner 

Act I. of 1 865 . for ihe adminislraiion of civil and criminal 

juslice, andfor ihe supermUndence and colUciion of ihe revenues 07 i 
the Nilgiri Hills) shall be read as if, for the words ‘ Civil ’ and 
‘ Zila,’ used therein with reference to a Civil or Ziia Judge or 
Court, the word ‘ District ’ was substituted, and as if, for the words 
‘Principal Sadr Amin,' the words ‘Subordinate Judge ’ were sub- 
stituted. 

But sav», as provided in this section, nothing herein contained 
shall be deemed to afieci the said Madras Act. 

30 . The High Court may permit the Civil Courts under its 
control to adjourn, from time to time, for periods not exceeding in 
tile aggregate two months m, e ach year. 


* See Act XXI. of 1885, s. 5. 

t The original para, i of s. 29 relating to amendment of s. 51, Act XL, 
if 65 , has been repealed by Act IX. of 1887, and is here omitted. The 
original second ai d third paragraphs of s.29 have been rendered inoper- 
ative by the repeal of Mad. Act. 1. of 1868 by Mad. Act II, of 1881 : they 
have not jet been formally removed from the Statute-book. 



ACT VI. OF 1882: 
The ladian Compaoies Act, 1882. 

[.4j modified up io June /pop.] 
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ACT NO. VI. OF 1882:* 


The iDdian CompaDies Act, 1882, 

Received the G.-G.’s Assent on the 34TH February 1882. 


An Act for the Incorporaiioji, RegulatioHi ajid Winding-up of 
Trading Companies and other Associations. 


[As modified up to fune igop.'] 


Whereas it is expedient to amend the law relating to the 
p . incorporation, regulation, and winding- 

up of Trading Companies and other 
Associations ; It is hereby enacted as follows : — 


Short title. 


Local extent. 


Preliminary. 

1. This Act may be cited as ^^The 
Indian Companies Act, 1882 

It extends to the whole of British 
India ; 


It shall come into force on the first day of May, 1882 ; and 

the time at which it comes into force is 
hereinafter referred to as the commence- 
ment of this Act. 


Commencement. 


^ For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Cassette of India i88i, 
Pt.V. p. 127s; for Proceedings in Council, see ibid^ i88i, Supplement, 
PP» 952 and 1 100, and ihid^ 1882, Supplement, p. 203. 

Act VI. of 1882 has been declared in force in Upper Burma generally 
(except the Shan States) by the Upper Burma Laws Act (XX. of i886), 
s. 6 ; see now s 4 (/) of the Burma Laws Act (XIIL of 1898), by which 
Act XX. of 1 886 has been repealed. It has been extended, under s. 5 of 

Scheduled Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to British Baluchistan, see 
Gazette of India, 1895, Pt. IL, p. 9. 

^^•3 to 10 (both inclusive) of the Indian Companies (Memorandum 
01 Association) Act XII. of 1895, printed at the end of this Act, shall be 
read with, and taken as part of, this Act. — see s. 2 of Act XII. of 180S, 
t«//a-«App. II. 

^he Indian Companies (Branch Registers) Act (IV. of 1900) is to be 
conswued as one with this Act. — See Act IV. of 1900, xw/ra—'App. III. 

This Act is, to a great extent, a re-enactment of Act X. of 1866, which 
was based chiefly on the Companies Act, 1862 (Stat. 25 & 26 Viet., c. 89). 
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On and from the commencement of this Act, the Indian 
Companies - Act, i 856 .* shall be re- 
pealed. But such repeal shall not 
affect — 


Repeal of Act X. of iS66. 


(a) the incorporation of any Company registered under 
the said Act or any Act thereby repealed ; 

(3) any right or privilege acquired, or liability incurred, 
under the said Act or any Act thereby repealed ; 

(c) Table Bf in the Schedule annexed to Act No. XIX. of 
1857J or any part thereof so far as the same 
applies to any Company existing at the time of the 
commencement of this Act. 

And all references to the said Indian Companies Act, 1866,* 
in Acts or Regulations passed before the commencement of this 
Act, shall be read as if made to this Act ; and all rules made, fees 
directed, resolutions passed, and other things duly done, under 
the same Act, shall be deemed to be respectively made, directed, 
passed, and done under this Act ; and all Companies under the 
same Act shall be deemed to be Companies under this Act. 

Interpretation-clause- 3. In this Act, _ unless there be 

something repugnant in the subject or 
context — 


“Insurance Company” means a Company that carries on the 
“ Insurance Company ; ” business of insurance, either solely, or in 

common with any other business or 
businesses ; 

“ Court ” means the principal Civil Court of original jurisdic- 
tion in a district, and includes the High 
•‘Court”; Court in the exercise of its ordinary 

original civil jurisdiction ; 

“ District Court " means the principal Civil Court of original 
“Dktriri-roMrM’ jurisdiction in a district, but does not 

include the High Court in the exercise 
of its ordinary original civil jurisdiction. 


* Act X. of 1866. {.Repealed s. 2 of this Act.) 
t Printed in Appendix I., infra. 

? Act XIX. of 1857 was repealed by Act X. of 1866, s. 219. 
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4. No Company, Association, or Partnership, consisting o£ 
Prohibition of parlnaihips more than ten person^ shall be formed 
exceeding certain number. for the purpose 01 Carrying on trie 
business of banking, unless it is registered as a Company under 
this Act, or is formed in pursuance’ of an Act of Parliament or 
some other Act of the Governor-General in Council, or by Royal 
Charter or Letters Patent ] and' no Company," Association, dr 
Partnership consisting of more than 20' persons, shall be formed 
for the purpose of carrying on any other -business that has for its 
object the acquisition of gain by the Company, Association, or 
Partnership, or by the- individual members thereof, unless it is 
registered as a Company under this Act, or is formed in pursuance- 
of some other Act; or of Letters Patent. 


‘ Division of Act. 


5 . This Act is divided into nine 
Parcs relating to the following subject- 
matters : — 


The first Part— ^to the constitution and incorporation of Com- 
panies and Associations under this Act : 

The second Part — to the distribution of the capital and liabi- 
lity of members of Companies and Associations under this Act : 

The third Part — to the management and administration of 
Companies and Associations under this Act ; 

The fourth P-art — to the winding-up of Companies and Asso- 
ciations under this Act ; 


The fifth Part — to the registration-office : 

The sixth Part — to the application of this Act to Companies 
registered under Act No. XIX. of 1857* (^/or (he incorporation 
Mtd regulation of yoini-stock Companies and other Associations, either 
With or without limited liability of the members ihreop), and Act No. 
Vll. of iSfiof {to enable yomt-stock Banking Companies to be formed 
on the principle of limited liability)) or-either of them : 

The seventh Parc — to Companies authorized to register under 
this Act : 

The eighth Part~to the application of this Act to unregistered 
Companies : • ■ . • 


Q ’^57 repealed by Act X. of 1866, s. 219. Table B 

f/>^ to Act XIX. of 1857, however, remnins in force . — See s. 

tc), supra, and App. I., itt/ra. 

t Act VII. of i860 was repealed by Act X. of 1866, s. 219. 
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The ninth Part — to miscellaneous provisions. 


PARTI. 

Constitution and Incoeporation of Coupaniss and Associations 

UNDER this Act. 


Mtmorandum of Assoctaiton. 


6. Any seven or more persons associated for any lasvfiJ 
„ purpose may, by subscribing their 

Mode of forming Company. ^ memorandum of association, 

and otherwise complying with the requisitions of this Act In 
respect of registration, form an incorporated Company, with or 
without limited liability. 


Explanation , — Foreigners are persons within the meaning of 
this section, although the whol e or any part of the business of the 
proposed Company is intended to be transacted out of British 
India. 


7. The liability of the members of a Company formed under 
Mode of limiting liability this Act may, according to the memo* 
of members. randum of association, be limited either 

to the amount, if any, unpaid on the sliares respectively held by 
them, or to such amount as the members may respectively under- 
take by the memorandum of association to contribute to the assets 
of the Company in the event of its being wound up. 

* Where a Company is formed as a limited Company, the 
Directors with unlimited liability of ttie directors or managers of 
liability. such Company, or of the managing 

director, may, if so provided by the memorandum of association, 
be unlimited. 


8. Where a Company is formed on the principle of having the 
Memorandum of associa- liability of its members limited to the 
tion of a Company limited by amount Unpaid on their shares, herein- 
shares, after referred to as a Company limited 

by shares, the memorandum of associaton shall contain the follow- 
ing things (that is to say) : — 


* s. 4 of the Companies Act, 1867 (Stat. 30 & 31 Viet., c. 131)* 
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(a) the name of the proposed Company with the addition of 
the word “ limited ” as the last word in such name ; 

(^) the part of British India in which the registered office of 
the Company is proposed to be situate ; 

(c) the objects for which the proposed Company is to be 
established ; 

{d) a declaration that the liability of the members is limited ; 

(«) the amount of capital with which the Company proposes to 
be registered divided into shares of a certain fixed amount : 

V Subject to the following regulations — 

{/) that no subscriber shall take less than one share ; 

{g) that each subscriber of the memorandum of association 
shall write opposite to his name the nu mber of shares he takes. 

9. Where a Company is formed on the principle of having the 
Memorandum of associa- liability of its members limited to such 
tion of a Company limited amount as the members respectively 
by guarantee. undertake to contribute to the assets of 

the Company in the event of the same being wound up (hereinafter 
referred to as a Company limited by guarantee), the memorandum 
of association shall contain the following things (that is to say) : — 

(a) the name of the proposed Company, with the addition of 
the word “ Limited ” as the last word in such name ; 

l.(J) the part of British India in which the registered office of 
the Company is proposed to be situate ; 

(c) the objects for which the proposed Company is to be 
established ; 

{d) a declaration that each member undertakes to contribute 
to the assets or the Company in the event of the same being 
wound up during the time that he is a member, or within one year 
afterwards, for payment of the debts and liabilities of the Company 
contracted before the time at which ne ceases to be a member, and 
ot the costs, charges, and expenses of winding up the Company, 
and for the adjustment of the rights of the contributories amongst 
themselves, suc’n amount as may be required, not exceeding a 
specified amount. 
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10. Where a Company is formed on the principle of having 
Memorandum of a^socia- "0 I'mic placed Oil the liability of its 

tion of an unlimited Com- members (hereinafter referred to as an 

unlimited Company), the memorandum 
of association shall contain the following things (that is to say) : — 

(«) the name of the proposed Company; 

(d) the pan of British India in which the registered office of 
the Company is proposed to be situate ; 

(c) the objects for which the proposed Company is to be 
established. 

11. Tne memorandum of association shall be signed by each 
SiRnature and effect of subscriber iu the presence of, and be 

memorandum of association, attested by, one witness at the least. It 
shall, when registered, bind the Company a'ui tne members thereof 
to the same extent as if each member had subscribed his name 
thereto, and there were in the meinoraudum contained, on the part 
of himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, a contract to 
observe all the conditions of such memorandum subject to the pro- 
visions of this Act. 


12. Any Company limited by shares may so far modify the 
Power of certain Cora- Conditions Contained in its memorandum 
panies to alter memorandum of association if authorized tO do SO by 
of association. its regulations as originally framed, or 

as altered by especial resolution in manner hereinafter mentioned, 
as to increase its capital, by the issu'i of new shares of suen amount 
as it thinks expedient, or to consolidate and divide its capital into 
shares of larger amount than its existing shares, or to convert its 
paid-up shares into stock ; but, save as aforesaid, and save as 
hereinafter provided, no alteration shall be made by any Company 
in the conditions contained in its memorandum of association. 


Reduction of Capital and Shares? 

13. Any Company limited by shares may, by special resolu- 
Power to Company to re- tion, SO far modify the conditions con- 
duce capital. tained in its memorandum of association, 

if authorized so to do by its regulations as originally framed, or as 
altered by special resolution, as to reduce its capital ; but no such 


* Cf. ss. 9 to 19 of the Companies Act, 1867 (Stat. 30 & 31 Viet., c. 

I3>). 
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resolution for reducing the capital of any Company shall come into 
operation until an order of the Court is registered by the Registrar 
of Joint-stock Companies, as is hereinafter mentioned. 


* Explmaiion /.—The word “capital" includes paid up 
capital. 

* Explanation //.—The power to reduce capital conferred by 
this section includes a power to cancel any lost capital or any 
capital unrepresented by available assets, or to pay off any capital 
which may be in excess of the wants of the Company; and paid- 
up capital may be reduced either with or without extinguishing or 
reducing the liability (if any) remaining on the shares of the Com- 
pany ; and, to the extent to which such liability is not extinguished 
or reduced, it shall be deemed to be preserved, notwithstanding 
anything hereinafter contained. 


14 The Company shall, after the date of the passing of any 
Company to add “and re- Special resolution for reducting its capital, 
duced ” to its name for a add 10 its name, until such date as the 
limited period. Court may fix, the words “ and reduced ” 

as the last words in its name, and those words shall, until such 
date, be deemed to be part of the name of the Company. 


15. A. Company which has passed a special resolution for 
Company to apply to the reducing its Capital may apply to the 
Court for an order confirm- Court oy petition for an order confirming 
ingre uction. reduction, and, on the hearing of the 

petition, the Court, if satisfied that, with respect to every creditor of 
the Company who, under the provisions of this Act, is entitled to 
object to the reduction, either his consent to the reduction has been 
obtained, or his debt or claim has been discharged or has deter- 
mined, or has been secured as hereinafter provided, may make an 
order confirming the reduction on such terms, and subject to such 
conditions, as it deems fit. 


t When the reduction does not involve either the diminution 
of any liability in respect of unpaid capital, or the payment to 
any shareholder of any paid-up capital, the creditors of the Com- 
pany shall not, unless the Court otherwise directs, be entitled to 
object, or required to consent, to the reduction ; and it shall not be 
necessary, before the presentation of any petition under this section 


I S3 of the Companies Act, 1877, (Stat. 40 & 41 Viet., c. a6). 
T'V. s. 4 of the Companies Act, 1877 (Stat. 40 & 41 Viet,, c. 36). 
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to add, and the Court may, if it thinks fit so to do, dispense with 
the addition of, the words' "and reduced” as mentioned in sec- 
tion 14 . 

* In any case that the Court thinks fit so to do, it may require 
the Company to publish, in such manner as the Court thinks fit, 
the reasons for the reduction or such other information regarding 
the same as the Court may think expedient with a view to give 
proper information to the public in relation to such reduction, and, 
if the Court thinks fit, the cause which led thereto. 

16. Where a Company proposes to reduce its capital, every 
Creditors may object to credimr of the Company, who, at the 

reduction, and list of object- date hxed by the Court, is entitled to 
ing creditors to be settled by any debt Or claim which, it that date 

were the commencement of the winding- 
up of the Company, woulu be admissible in proof against the 
Company, shall be entitled to object to the proposed reduction, 
and to be entered in the list of creditors who are so entitled to 
object. 

The Court shall settle a list of such creditors, and, for that 
purpose, shall ascertain, as far as possible, wittiout requiring an 
application from any creditor, the names of such creditors and the 
nature and amount of th/ir debts or claims, and may publish 
notices fixing a certain day or days within which creditors of the 
Company, who are not entered on the list, are. to claim to be so 
entered, or to be excluded from the right of objecting to the pro- 
posed reduction: 

* Provided that, when the reduction does not involve either 
the diminution of any liability in respect of ' unpaid capital, or the 
payment to any shareholder of any paid-up capital, the creditors 
of the Company shall not, unless the Court otherwise directs, be 
entitled to object, or required to consent, to the reduction.' 

17. When a creditor, whose name is entered on the list of 
Court may dispense with Creditors, and whose debt or claim is 

consent of creditor on secu- not discharged or determined, does not 
rity being given for his debt, consent to the proposed reduction, the 
Court may (if it thinks fit) dispense with such consent on the Com- 
pany securing the payment of the debt or claim ol such creditor 
by setting apart and appropriating, in such manner as the Court 


* C/. s. 4 of the Companies Act, 1877 (Stat. 40 & 41 Viet , c. 26). 
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may direct, a sura of such araonnt as is hereinafter mentioned 
(that is to say): — 

(fl) If the full amount of the debt or claim of the creditor 
is admitted by the Company, or, though not ad- 
. ' mitted, is such ^as 'the Company are willing to set 

apart and appropriate, then the full amount of the- 
^ debt or claim shall be set apart and appropriated. ' 

(5) If the full ahaount of the debt or claim of the creditor 
is not admitted by the Company, and is not such 
as the Company are willing to set apart and ap- 
propriate, or if the amount is contingent or not 
ascertained, then the Court may, }f u thinks fit, 
enquire into, and adjudicate upon, the validity of 
such debt or claim and the amount for which thef 
Company may be liable in respect thereof, in the 
same manner as if the Company were being wound 
up by the Court; and the amount fixed by the Court 
on such inquiry and adjudication shall be set apart 
and appropriated. 

18. The Registrar of Joint-stock Companies, upon the pro- 
Order and minute to be duction to him of an order of the Court 
registered. Confirming the reduction of the capita! 

of a Company, and the delivery to him of a copy of the order and 
of a minute (approved by the Court) showing, with respect to the 
capital of the Company as altered by the order, the amount of such 
capital, the number of shares in which it is to ba divided, and tne 
amount of each share, and the amount (if anv) at the dale of the 
registration of the minute proposed to be deemed to have been 
paid up on each share,"* shall register the order and minute ; and, 
on the registration, the special resolution confirmed by the order so 
registered snail take effect. 

Notice of such registration shall ba published in such manner 
as the Court may direct. 

The Registrar shall certify under his hand the registration of 
the order and minute, and his certificate shall be conclusive evi- 
dence that all the requisitions of this Act with respect to tne 
feduction of capital have been complied with, and that the capital 
of ttie Cciupany is such as is stated in the minute. 


* O', s. 4 of the Companies Act, 1877 (Stat. 40 & 41 Viet,, c. 26), 

Act VI., i982 — 3 , 
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19. The minute, when registered shall be deemed to be 
Minute to form jjart of substituted for the corresponding part 

memorandum of association, of the memorandum of association of 
the Company, and shall be of the same validity, and subject to the 
same alterations, as if it had been originally contained in the 
memorandum of association ; and, subject as in this Act mentioned, 
no member of the Company, whether past or present, shall be 
liable in respect of any share to any call or contribution exceeding 
in amount tne difference (of any) between the amount which has 
been paid on such share and the amount of the share as fixed by 
the minute. 

20. If any creditor, who is entitled, in respect of any debt or 
Saving of rights of credi- claim, to object to the reduction ot the 

tors who are ignorant of pro- capital of a (Jompany under this Act, is, 
ceedings. jjj consequence cf his ignorance of the 

proceedings taken wnich a view to such reduction, or of their nature 
and eSeci with respect to his claim, not entered on the list of 
creditors, and after such reduction the Company is unable, within 
the meaning of this Act, to pay to the creditor the amount of such 
debt or claim, every person, who was a member of the Comp.any 
at the date of the registration of the order and minute relating to 
the reduction of its capital, shall be liable to coiuribuie for the 
payment of such debt or claim an amount not e.xceedmg ihe 
amount which he would have been liable to contribute if the Com- 
pany had commenced to be wound up on the day prior to such 
registration ; and, on the Company being wound up, the Court, on 
the application of such creditor, and on proof that he was ignorant 
of the proceedings taken with a view to the reduction, or of their 
nature and effect with respect to his claim, may, if it thinks fit, 
settle a list of such contributories accordingly, and make and 
enforce calls and orders on the contributories settled on such fist 
in the same manner, in all respects, as if they were ordinary 
contributories in a winding-up. 

Nothing in this section shall affect the rights of the contribu- 
tories of the Company among themselves. 

21. A minute, when registered, shall be embodied in every 
Registered minute to be copy of the memorandum of association 
embodied in memorandum of issued after its registration ; and, if any 
association. Company makes default in complying 

with the provisions of this section, it shall incur a penalty, not 
exceeding ten rupees, for each copy in respect of which such 
default is made ; and every director and manager of the Company, 
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-iwho knowingly and wilfully authorizes or permits such default, 
shall incur the like penalty. 


22. If any director, manager, or officer of the Company 
' Penally on oonoealmeni ot wilfully cooceals tbu name of any CKdi- 
name of creditor. tor of the Campany who )s cniuled to 

object to the proposed reduction, or wilfully misrepresents the 
nature or amount of the debt or claim of any creditor of the Com- 
pany, or if anv director or manager of the Company abets, within 
the meaning of the Indian Penal Cade,* any such concealment or 
misrepresentation as aforesaid, every such director, manager, or 
officer shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


23*1 Any Company limited by shares may so far modify the 
Power to reduce capital by Conditions conuined in its memorandum 
cancellation of unissued of association if authorized so to do by 
shares. jfg regulations as originally framed or as 

altered by special resolution, as to reduce its capital by cancelling 
any shares which, at the date of passing sucn resolution, have 
not been taken, or agreed to be taken, by any person ; and the 
provisions as to leduction of capital contained in the other sections 
of this Act shall not apply to any reduction made m pursuance of 
, this section. 

i ‘ Siih-dimsion of Shares.% 

- 24. Any Company limited by shares may, by special resolu- 

; Shares may be divided into fion, SO far modify the Conditions con- 
shares of smaller amount. tained in its memorandum of associa- 
j tion, if authorized so to do by its regulations as originally framed or 
^ as altered by special resolution, as, by sub-division of its existing 
'Shares or any of them, to divide its capital or any part thereof into 
shares of smaller amount than is fixed by its memorandum of 
association : 


jj/ Provided that, in the sub-division of the existing shares, the 
proportion between the amount which is paid and the amount (if 
^ any) which is unpaid on each share of reduced amount shall be 

it' the same as it was in the case of the existing share or shares from 

which the share of reduced amount is derived. 

. 

cfv * Act XLV. of i860. 

I % S of Companies Act, 1877 (Stat. 40 & 41 Viet., c. 26). 

(li> + Cf. S3. 21 and 22 of the Companies Act, 1867 (Stat. 30' & 31 Viet. 

Jill,' ‘ _ i 
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25. The statement of the number and amount of the shares- 
Special resolution to be into which the capital of the Company 
embodied in memorandum of is divided, contained in every copy of 
association. ihe memorandum of association issued 

after the passing cf any such special resolution, shall be in accord- 
ance with such resolution; and any Company which makes default 
in cohaplying with the provisions of this section shall incur a 
penally, not exceeding twenty rupe es, for each copy in respect of 
which such default is made; and every director and manager of 
the Company, who knowingly or wilfully authorizes or permits such 
default, shall incur the like penalty. 

Associaiions not /or Profit.* 

26. Where any association, which might be formed under 
Special provisions as to this Act as a limited Company, proves 
associations formed for pur- to the Local Government that it is 
poses not of gain. formed for tile purpose of promoting 

commerce, art, science, charity, or any other useful object, and that 
it is the intention of such association to apply the profits, if any, ot 
other income of the association, in promoting its objects, and to 
prohibit the payment of any dividend to its members, the Local 
Government may, by licensef under the hand of one of its Secre- 
taries, direct such association to be registered with limited liability, 
without the addition of the word “ limited ” to its name; and such 
-association may be registered accordingly, and, upon registration,, 
shall enjoy all the privileges, and be subject to the obligations by 
this Act imposed on limited Companies, with the exceptions that 
none of the provisions of this Act that require a limited Company 
to use the word “ limited ” as any part of its name, or to publish its 
name, or to send a list of its members, directors, or managers to 
the Registrar, shall apply to an association so registered. 

The license by the Local Government may be granted upon 
• such conditions and subject to such regulations as the Local 
Government thinks fit to impose ; and sucii conditions and regula- 
tions shall be binding on the association, and may, at the option 
of the Local Government, be inserted in the .memorandum an^ 
articles ot association, or in both or one of such documents. . 


* Cf,s 23 of the Companies Act, 1S67 (Stat. 3a & 31 Viet., c. 131)- 
f For intance of such direction, see Madras List of Local Rules and 
■ Oriiers; Vol. I., Ed. 1S98, p. 164. 
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Calls -upon Shares,* ’ 

‘ 27 . Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to prevent any 

Company may have some Company under this Act, if authorized 
shares fully paid, and others by its regulations ~as originally framed 
"ot. - or as altered by special resolution, from 

doing any one or more of the following things, namely — 

I (a) making arrangements on the issue of shares for a differ- 
ence between the holders of such shares in the 
amount of calls to be paid and in the time of pay- 
ment of such calls ; 

{b) accepting, from any member of the company who 
assents thereto, the whole or a part of the amount 
remaining unpaid on any share or shares held by 
him, either in discharge of the amount of a call pay- 
able in respect of any other share or shares held by 
‘ him, or without any call having been made ; 

(^r) paying dividend in proportion to the amount paid up on 
each share in cases where a larger amount is paid 
up on some shares than on others. 

28. Every share in any Company shall be deemed and taken 
Manner in which shares to have been issued and to be held sub- 

^re to be issued and held, ject to the payment of the whole amount 
thereof in cash, unless the same has been otherwise determined by 
a contract duly made in writing, and filed with the Registrar of 
Joint-stock Companies at or before the issue of such shares. 

Transfer of Shares.^ 

29. A Company shall, on the application of the transferor of‘ 
Transfer may be registered any share or interest in the Company, 

at request of transferor. enter, in its register of members, the 
name of the transferee of such share or interest in the same manner 
and subject to the same conditions as if the application for such 
entry were made by the transferee. 


ss. 24 and 25 of the Companies Act, 1867 (Stat. 30 8e 31 Vict.p 
+ Cf, s. 26 of the Companies Act, 1867 (Stat.’ 30 & 31 Viet., c.i 31 }• , 
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Shar (-warrants io Bcartr,*" 


Warrant of limited shares 
fully paid up may be issued 
in name of bearer. 


30. In the case of a Company limited by shares, the Company, 

if authorized so to do by its regulations 
as originally framed, or as altered by 
special resolution, and, subject to the 
provisions of such regulations, may, with respect to any share which 
is fully paid up, or with respect to stock, issue, under their com- 
mon seal, a warrant (hereinafter referred to as a share-warrant)- 
stating that the bearer thereof is entitled to the shares or stock 

therein specified, and may provide, by 
coupons or otherwise, for the payment 
of the future dividends on such shares or stock. 

31. A share-warrant shall entitle the bearer thereof to the 

^ shares or stock specified therein, and 
ec o s art-warran . shares or Stock may be transferred 

by the delivery of the share-warrant. 

32. Tae beater of a share-warrant shall, subject to the- 
Re-registration of bearer regulations of the Company, be entitled, 

of a share-warrant in the on Surrendering such warrant for can- 
register. cellation, to have his name entered as a 

member in ihe register of members ; and the Company shall be 
responsible for any loss incurred by any person by reason of the 
Company entering, in its register of members, the name of any 
bearer ot a share-warrant in respect of the shares or stock specified 
therein without the share- warrant being surrendered and cancelled. 


33. The bearer of a share-warrant may, if the regulations of 
Regulations of the Com- ‘^e Company SO provide, be deemed to 

pany may make the bearer be a member of the Company within- 
ofashare-warrantaraember. the meaning of this Act, either tO the 
full extent, or for such purposes as may be prescribed by the regu- 
lations : 

Provided that the bearer of a share-warrant shall not be 
qualified, in respect of the shares or stock specified in such warrant, 
for being a director or manager of the Company In cases where 
such a qualification is prescribed by the regulations of the Company. 

34. On the issue of a share-warrant in respect of any share 
-—Entries in register where Of stock, the Company shall Strike out, 

share-warrant issued. of its register of members, the name of 

Cf, ss, 27 to 31 and 32 of the Companies Act, 1867 (Stat. 30 & 3 *' 
Viet., c. 131). 
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the member then entered therein as holding such share or stock 
as if he had ceased to be a member, and shall enter in the register 
the following particulars 

(0) the fact of the issue of the warrant ; 

(1) a statement of the shares or stock included in the warrant, 

distinguishing each share by its number ; 

(c) the date of the issue of the warrant. 

35* [S/amps on share-uoarrants. Penaliy for issuing shares 
warrant not duly siampedi\ Reptaled by the Indian Stamp Act 
(//. of i8gg). 

Change of Name. 

36. Any Company under this Act, with the sanction of a 
Power of Companies to special resolution of the Company 
change name. passed in manner hereinafter men- 

tioned, and with the approval of the Local Government testified 
in writing under the hand of one of the Secretaries to such 
Government, may change its name ; and, upon such change 
being made, the Registrar shall enter the new name on the regis- 
ter in the place of the former name, and shall issue a certificate 
of incorporation altered to meet the circumstances of the case; 
but no such alteration of name shall aSect any rights or obli- 
gations of the Company, or render defective any legal proceed- 
ings instituted. or to be instituted, by or against the Company ; 
and any legal proceedings may be continued or commenced 
against the Company by its new name that might have beera 
continued or commenced against the Company by its former 
name. 

Explanation. — The issue of the certificate of incorporation is 
necessary to complete the change of name. 


Articles of Association. 

37 . The memorandum of association may in the case of 
Regulations to be ptes- a Company limited by shares, and shall 
ci'ation^^ articles of asso- in the case of a Company limited by 
. ’ ' guarantee or unlimited, be accom- 

panied, when registered, by articles of association signed by the 

I8ggl (a) of the Indian Stamp Act (II. oS. 
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subscribers to the memorandum of association, and prescribing 
such regulations for the Company as the subscribers to the 
memorandum of association deem expedient. 

The articles shall be expressed in separate paragraphs num* 
bered consecutively. They may adopt all or any of the provisions 
contained in the Table marked A in the First Schedule hereto. 
They shall, in the case of a Company, whether limited by a 
guarantee or unlimited, that has a capital divided into shares, 
state the amount of capital with which ti e Company proposes 
to be registered, and, in the case of a Company, whether limited 
by guarantee or unlimited, that has not a capital divided Into 
shares, state the number of members with which the Company 
proposes to be registered, for the purpose of enabling the Registrar 
to determine the fees payable on registration. 

In a Company limited by guarantee or unlimited, and having 
a capital divided into shares, each subscriber shall take one share 
at the least, and shall write, opposite to his name in the memorandum 
of association, the number of shares he takes. 


38. In the case of a Company limited by shares, if the 
. , . , , , » memorandum of association is not ac- 

pp ica ion o a e . companied by articles of association, 
or, in so far as the articles do not exclude or modify ttie regu- 
lations contained in the Table marked A in the First Sctiedule 
hereto, the last-mentioned regulations shall, so far as the same are 
applicable, be deemed to be the regulations of the Company, in 
the same manner and to the same extent as if they had been 
inserted 'in articles of association, and the articles had been duly 
registered. 


39. The articles of association shall be printed and shall be 
Signature and effect of signed by each subscriber in the pre- 
articles of association. sence of, and be attested by, one witness 

at the least. 

When registered, they shall bind the Company and the 
members thereof to the same extent as if each member had subs- 
cribed his name thereto, and as if such articles con tained a con- 
tract on the part of himself, his heirs, executors, and adminis- 
trators, to conform to all the regulations contained in such articles 
subject to the provisions of this Act. 

-All moneys payable by any member to the Company in 
pursuance of the conditions and regulations of the Company, or 
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any of such conditions or regulations, shall be deemed to be a 
debt due from such member to the Company. 


General Provisions. 


40.* The memorandum of association and the' articles of 
Registration of memoran* association, if any, shall be delivered 
dum of ass ociation and arti- to the registrar of Joint-stock Com- 
cles of association wth fees panies hereinafter mentioned, who shall 

' retain aud register the same. It is not 
his duty to require evidence as to whether the several subscribers 
to a memorandum of association so delivered are competent 
to contract.f ■ ■ ' 


There shall be paid to the Registrar by a Company having a 
capital divided into shares, in respect of the several matters men- 
tioned in the Table maiked B in the First Schedule hereto, the 
several fees therein specified, or such smaller fees as the Governor- 
General in Council may, from time to time, direct, and by a Com- 
pany not having a capital divided into shares, in respect of the 
several matters mentioned in the Table marked C in 'he First 
Schedule hereto, the several fees therein specified, or such smaller 
fees as the Governor-General in Council may, from time to time, 
direct. 


u Registrar in pursuance of this act 

shall be accounted for to Government. 

41. Upon the registration of the memorandum of association. 

Effect of registration. articles of association in 

. , cases where articles of association are 

required by this Act or by the desire of the parties to be regis- 
tered, the Registrar shall certify under his hand that the Company 
^ incorporated, and, in the case of a lirai ted Company, that the 
ompany is limited ; the subscribers of the memorandum of 
together with such other perso ns as may from time to 
hnr? members of the Company shall thereupon be a 

a?*;/- ^he name contained in the memorandum .of 

ciation, capably forthwith of exercising all the functions of an 


which notification fixing the fee for the registration of an association * 
Vol. I. profit, as a company under s. 26, see Genl. Stat. R. & O.,. 

hactVa o 7 contract, see s. n of the Indian Con- 
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incorporated Company, and having perpetual succession and a 
common seal, but with such liability on the part of the members to 
contribute to the assets of the Company, in the event of the same 
being wound up, as is hereinafter mentioned. 


^ certificate of the incorporation of any Company given by 
* f u- shall be conclusive evidence that all the requisitions 

of this Act in respect of registration have been complied with. 


42. A copy of the memorandum of association, having an- 
Copies of memorandum nexed thereto the articles of association, 
‘o Siven to if any. shall be forwarded to every 


‘o e'ven to if any, shall be forwarded" to' every 


members. r" .v./ 

, member, at his request, on payment 

of ^ch sum, not exceeding one rupee, as may be prescribed by 
the Company for each copy ; and, if any Company makes default 
in forwarding a copy of the memorandum of association and. 
articles of association, if any, to a member in pursuance of 
this secUon, the Company so making default shall, for each such 
otrence, incur a penalty not exceeding twenty rupees. 


/ 1 

43. No Company shall be registered under a name indenticai 
Prohibition ag^ainst identity with that by which a subsisting Com* 
o names in Companies. pany is already registered, or so nearly 

resembling the same as to be calculated to deceive, except in a 
case w ere such subsisting Company is in the course of being dis- 
solved, and testifies its consent in such manner as the registrar 
requires. ° 


If any Company, through inadvertence or otherwise, is, without 
aforesaid, registered by a name indenticai with 
mat by which a subsisting Company is registered, or so nearly 
resembling the same as to be calculated to deceive, such first- 
Company may, with the sanction of the Registrar, change 

fhe Registrar shall 
"i!'^i register in the place of the former 

name, and shall issue a certificate of incorporation altered to meet 
of the case; but no sucn alteration o? name snail 
aliect any rights or obligations of the Company, or render detective 
any legal proceedings instituted, or to be instituted, by or against 

proceedings may be continued or 
commenced against the Company by its new name that might have 
ueen continued or commenr/ari anr^irkof u« jts 


^ LUC oy ns new name that might - 

iormer^nanii^^^ commenced against the Company by 
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. PART II. 

Distribution of Capital and Liability of Members of 
Companies and Associations under this Act. 

Disirihuiion of Capital, - 

44. The shares or other interest of any member in a Corn- 
Nature of interest in Com- pRny under this Act shall be naove^le 
pany. ' property, capable of being transferred in^ 

manner provided by the regulations of the Company, and shall not 
be of the nature of real estate or immoveable property; and each 
share shall, in the case of a Company having a capital divided into 
shares, be distinguished by its appropriate number. 


45. The subscribers of the memorandum of association of 
r, c , „ any Company under this Act shall be 

deemed to have agreed to become mem- 
bers of the Company whose memorandum they have subscribed, 
and upon the registration of the Company shall be entered as mem- 
bers on the register of, members hereinafter mentioned ; and every 
other person who has agreed with a Company under this Act to 
become a member of such Company, and svhose name is entered 
on the register of members, shall be deemed to be a member of 
the Company. 


40. Any transfer of the share or other interest of a deceased 
Transfer by personal re- member of the Company under this 
ptesentative. ^ct, made by his personal representative, 

shall, notwithstanding such personal representative may not himself 
be a menaber, be of the same validity as if he had been a member 
at the the time of the execution of the instrument of transfer. 


Every Company under this Act shall cause to be kept 

Register of members. books a* register of its 

, . ’ members, and there shall be entered 

therein the following particulars : — 


(a) the names and addresses, and the occupations, if any, of 
the members of the Company, with the addition, in 
the case of a Company having a capital divided into 
shares, of a statement of the shares hela by each 


j^e^ping registers apply also to branch- 
UV. of :9oo)-App?ndL in., in/Jr (Branch Registers) Act 
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member, distinguishing each share by its number, 
and of the amount paid, or agreed to be considered 
as paid, on the shares' of each member ; 

(5) the date at which the name of any person was entered in 
the register as a member ; 


(c) the date at which any person ceased to be a member. 

Where a share-warrant has been issued under section 30 , until 
the warrant is surrendered, the particulars menti oned in section 34 
shall be deemed to be the particulars which are required by this 
section to be entered in the register of members of a Company; 
and, on the surrender of a wrrrant, the d ate of such surrender shall 
be entered as if it were the date at which a person ceased to be a 
member. 


Any Company acting in contravention of this section shall 
incur a penally not exceeding fifty rupees for every day during 
which its default in complying with the provisions of this section 
continues, and every director or manager of the Company, who 
knowingly and wilfully authorizes or permits such contravention, 
shall incur the like penalty. 


48. Every Company under this Act, and having a capita 
. , t f , divided into shares, shall make, once al 

least in every year, a list of all person, 
who, on the fourteenth day succeeding the day on which the ordi- 
nary general meeting, or, if there is more than one ordinary general 
meeting in each year, the first of such ordinary general meetings, is 
held, are members of the Company. Such 1 ist shall state the 
names, addresses, and occupations of all the members therein 
mentioned, and the number of snares held by each of them, and 
-shall contain a summary specifying the following particulars;— 


(a) the amount of the capital of the company and the 
number of shares into which it is divided ; 

(i) the number of shares taken from the commencement ol 
the Company up to the date of the summary; 


(f) the amount of calls made on each share ; 
(<f) the total amount of calls received; 

(<?) the total amount of calls unpaid ; 

(/") the total amount of shares forfeited ; 
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' (^) the names, addresses, and occupations of the persons 
< who have ceased to be members since the last list 

was made, and the number of shares held by each of 
them. 

The above list and summary shall be contained in a separate 
part of the register, and shall be coinpleted within seven days after 
such fourteenth day as is mentioned in this • section ; and a copy 
shall forthwith be forwarded to the Registrar of Joint-stock 
Companies. 

49.* After the issue by the Company of a share-warrant, the 
Particulars to be contained annual summary required by section 4S 
jn annual summary. shall contain the following particulars 

(namely) : the total amount of shares or stock for which share- 
warrants are outstanding at the date of the summary, and the total 
amount of share-warrants which have been issued and surrendered 
respectively since the last summary was made, and the number of 
shares or amount of stock comprised in each warrant. 


50. if any Company under this Act, and having a capital 
Penalty on Company, &c., divided into shares, makes default in 
not keeping a proper register, complying with the provisions of this 
Act with respect to forwarding such list of members or summary 
as is hereinbefore mentioned to the Registrar, such Company 
shall incur a penalty not exceeding fifty rupees for every day 
during which such default continues ; and every director and 
manager of the Company who knowingly and wilfully authorizes 
or permits such default shall incur the like penalty. 


1 


51. Every Company under this Act having a capital divided 
Company to give notice of into shares, that has consolidated and 
consolidation or of conversion divided its capital into shares of larger 

01 capital into stock. . .t u ° 

amount than its existing shares, or con- 
verted any portion ,of its capita! into stock, shall, within fifteen 

K consolidation, division, or conversion, give notice to 

the Registrar of Joint-stock Companies of the same specifying the 
shares so consolidated, divided, or converted. 

52. Wnere any Company under this Act, and having a 
ESect of conversion of capital divided into stiares, has con- 

s acM into stock. . verted any portion of its capital into 

stock, and given notice of such conversion to the Registrar, all 


tys. 32 of the Companies Act, 1867 (Stat 30 & 31 Viet,, c. 131) 
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the provisions of this Act which are applicable to shares only' sh 
cease as to so much of the capital as is converted into stock ; a 
the register of members hereby required to be kept by the Coi 
pany, and the list of members to be forwarded to the Registr; 
shall show the amount of stock held by each member in the' J 
instead of the amount of shares and the particulars rela.ting 
shares heteinbefore required. \ , 


t ’ 

53. No notice of any trust, express, implied, or construct)' 

Entry of trusts on register. register, Ot 

receivable by the Registrar in the ca 
of Companies under this Act, and registered in British India. ^ " 


54. A certificate under the common seal of the Compan 
Certificate of shares or specifying any shares or stock ' held 1 
stock. any member of a Company, sh'all 1 

evidence of the title of the member t6 'the" snare ( 
shares or stock therein specified. ' < 


55. The register of members, commencing from the date J 

Inspection of register. jhe registration of the Company, st?a 

be kept at the registered office of ^ tt 
Companv hereinafter mentioned. Except when closed as, hereii 
after mentioned, it shall, during business- hours, but subject to sue 
resisonable restrictions as the Company in general meeting mn 
impose, so that not less than two hours in each day be appoints 
for inspection, be open to the inspection of any member grau 
and to the inspection of any other person on the payment of ^pn 
rupee or such kss sum as the Company may prescribe for^^eac 
inspection. 


Every such niember or other parson may require a copy 'c 
such register, or of any part thereof, or of such list or summary ,c 
members as IS hereinbefore mentioned, on payment of two anna 
for every hundred words required to be copied. ' ' "'V 


IE such inspection or copy is refused, the Company .^ali 
incur for each refusal a penalty not exceeding fifty rupees, 
a further penalty not exceeding twenty rupees foi every ’da) 
during which such refusal continues. / 

Every director and manager of the Company who knowingly 
aothoriaes or permits such refusal shall incur the like penalty. 


^ » The provisions of this section and of s. 6o apply to duplicate 
registers.— -Sea s 3 (4) of the Indian Companies (Branch Registers)' Act 
(IV. of igoo)— Appendix III., »»/ra. - -f's,- ^ 
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In addition to the above penalty, any Judge of a High Court 
may, by order, compel an immediate inspection of the register* 

56. Any Company under this Act may, upon giving notice 

by advertisement in some newspaper 
Power to dose register^ circulating in the district in which the 

registered office of the Company is situate, and in tire local official 
Gazette, close the register of members for any time or times not 
exceeding in the whole thirty days in each year. 

57. Where a Company has a capital divided into shares, 
Noticeofincreaseofcapitai whether such shares may or may not 

and of members to bs given have been converted into stock, notice 
to Registrar. of ^ny increase in such capital beyond 

the registered capital, and where a Company has not a capital 
divided into shares, notice of any increase in tne number of meiu.- 
bers beyond the registered number, shall be given to the Registrar, 
in the case of an increase of capital, within fifteen days from the 
date of the passing of the resolution by which such increase has 
been authorized, and, in the case of an increase of members, 
within fifteen days from the time at which such increase ot mem- 
bers has been resolved on or has taken place : and the Registrar 
shall forthwith record the amount of such increase of capital or 
members. 

If such notice is not given within the period aforesaid, the 
Company in default shall incur a penalty not exceeding one 
hundred rupees for every day during which such neglect to give 
notice continues ; and every director and manager of the Company, 
who knowingly and wilfully ' authorizes or permits such default 
.shall incur the like penalty, 

58. If the name of any person is fraudulently, or without 
, Remedy for improper entry sufficient cause, entered in, or omitted 

register of members kept by 
any Company under this Act, or if de- 
fault is made, or unnecessary delay takes place, in entering on the 
register the fact or any person having ceased to be a member of 
the Company, the person or member aggrieved or any member 
of the Company, or the Company itself, may, by application 
to the principal Court of original civil jurisdiction in the district 
or place in which the registered office of the Company is situate, 
®pply for an order of the Court that the register may be rectified ; 
and tr.B Court inay either refuse such application, with or with- 
out costs to be paid by the’ applicant, or it may, if satisfied of the 
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justice of the case, make an order for the rectification of the register 
and may direct the Company to pay all the costs of such appUcation 
and any damages the party aggrieved may have sustained. . ■ 

The Court may, in any proceeding under this sect! on, decidi 
any question relating to the title of any person who is a parly u 
such proceeding to have bis name entered in, or omitted from, tht 
register, whether such question atisss between two or more 
bers or alleged members, or between any members or allegec 
member^, and the Company, and whether there has or has' no 
been default on the part of the Company ; and generally the Cour 
may, in any such proceeding, decide any question that it may b< 
necessary or expedient to decide for the rectification of the register; 
provided that the Court may direct an issue to be tried in whicl 
any question of law may be raised ; and an appeal in the manaei 
directed by the Code of Civil Procedure* shall lie. 

59. Whenever any order has been made for rectifying the 
Notice to Registrar of register in the case of a Company here 
rectification of register. by required to send a list of its members 

to the Registrar, the Court shall, by its order, direct that due DOfice 
of such rectification be given to the Registrar. 

QOt The register of members shall be prma-facit evidence 
of any matters by this Act directed, m 
authorized to be inserted therein. , ' 

Liability of lit tmbtrs. 


Register to be evidence. 


61. In the event of a Company formed under this Act being 
Liability of present and wound up, every present and past niem- 
past members of Company. ber of SUCtl Company Siiall be liabl® 15 
contribute to the assets of the Company to an amount sufficient fdi 
payment of the debts and liabilities of the Company, and the costSi 
charges, and expenses of the winding-up, and for the payment 
such sums as may be requited for the adjustment of 'the 
rights of the contributories amongst themselves, with die quaiificai 
lions following (that is to say) : — i 

(a) No past member shall be liable to contribute -to 'the 
assets of the Company if he has ceased to; beia 
member for a period of one year or upwards 
to the commencement of the winding-up; ’ ' 

* This reference should now be read as applying to Act V;' of 
— See s. 158 of that .-^ct. 

t See foot-note to s. $5, at p. 30 supra. 
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{d) No past member shall be liable to . contribute in re- 
, spect of any debt or liability of the Company con- 
tracted aher the time at which he ceased to, be a* 
member : 

[c) No past member shall be liable to 'contribute to the 

assets of the Company, unless it appears to the 
Court that the existing members are unable to satisfy 
- the contributions required to be made by them in 
' pursuance of this Act : 

(d) In'the case of a Company limited by shares, no contri- 

bution’ shall be‘ required from any member exceed- 
ing the amount, if any, unpaid on the shares in 
respect of which he is liable as a present or past 
member:- ' ' ' 

{e) In the case of a Company limiteci by guarantee, no con- 
tribution shall be required from any member exceed- 
ing the amount of the undertaking entered into on 
his behalt by the memorandum of association : 

(/ ) Notning in this Act contained shall' invalidate any pro- 
vision contained in any policy of insurance or other 
contract whereby the liability of individual members 
upon any such policy or contract is restricted, or 
whereby the funds of the Company are alone made 
liable in respect of such policy or contract : 

(g) No sum due to any member of a Company in his 
character of a member, by way of dividends, profits, 
or otherwise, shall be deemed to be a debt of the 
Company payable to such member in a case of 
competition between himself and any other creditor 
not being a member of the Company ; but any such 
sum may be taken into account for tlie purposes of 
the final adjustment of the rights of the contributor- 
ies amongst themselves. 

^P^ofialion L — Tne liabnity of past membbers is a liability to 
^^nUibute to the general assets of the Company, against which 
ro . 'Whatever time their debts may have been con- 

have equal' rights. 

estimating the debts to which a past 
nihA! fi3-ble, all dividends paid on these debts under the 
tidiag.up must by deducted. 


Act VI., 1882—3. 
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62 * With respect to the conlnbuuons to be requir?4 
Liability of director whose event of the wludingrUp of a 
habiiityiis uolimited. Company from any otrector or 

whose liability is unlimited, die following modificatfons shall ;h< 
made in the last-preceding section : — 

(а) Subject to the provisions hereinafter contained;;'aQ^ 

such director or manager, whether past or \Pt 5 %h! 
shall, in addition to his liability (if any) to conirih|li 
as an ordinary member, be liable to contribute^ 
. if he were, at the date of the commencement of sucS 
winding-up, a member of an unlimited Companjji® 

( б ) No contribution required from any past direciorAOi 

manager, who has ceased to hold such office^Ptl 
period of one year or upwards prior to 
mencement of the winding-up, shall- 
amount (if any) which he is_ liable to contribute;,^ 
an ordinary member of the Company. 

(f) No contribution required irom any past director#! 
manager in respect of any debt or liabiliiy-oftW 
Company contracted after the time at, vybj.C“i^ 
ceased to hold such office shall exceed thtt^^oj^l 
(if any) which he is liable to contribute as iw oi^j 
nary member of the Company. I'^vl 

(</) Subject to the provisions contained in the reguiaboni 
ol the Company, no contribution requited 
director or manager shall exceed the anjburitiC? 
any) which he is liable to contribute as an 
member unless the Court thinks it necess,?^^^? 
require such contribution in order to satisfy|l«| 
debts and Itabirutes of the Company, dr 
charges, and expenses of the winding-up. 



PART m. 

MaNAGEJCENT and ADMINISrRATXON OF COMPANIES AND AfSO^ 
TIONS UNDER TIUS ACT. 


Provistom Jor Proteciion of Crtdilors, 

6 S. Every Company under this Act shaH have a fegi,Spj^. 
Registered ofHcc of Com- office to which all commuUIcatldbb#S;_ 
pany. notices may be addt essed)’^o:dfc^ , 

* C/.s.s of the Companies Act, 1S67 (Stat, 30 & 31 Vict^ 
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Company under this Act' carries on business without having such 
an office, it shall incur a penalty not exceeding fifty rupees for 
every day during which business is so carried on. 

84. Notice of the situation of such registered oflice and of 
Notice of situation of ^^^y change therein shall be given to the 
egistered oEBce. Registrar and recorded by him. Until 

luch notice is given, the Company shall not be deemed to have 
implied with the provisions of this , Act. with respect to havino- a 
registered office. 


65. Every limited Company under this Act, whether limited 
Publication of name by a hy shares or by guarantee, shall paint 
m.ted Company. or affix, and shall keep painted or 

tu on the outside of every office or place in which 

e usiness of the Company is carried on, in a conspicuous posi- 

the"reaicSrp!? English language, and also, if 

of ih ® ^ situate in a district beyond the local limits 

0 ne i'^^^diction of a High Court, in one 

its ^ lanpages used in such district, and shall have 

nuatl? ^“^Sraven m legible characters in such language or lan- 

chamrtP ^ k ^k ’ mentioned in legible 

1=‘"S““8= " * “>“1‘ noUces, advenise- 
bilia of exchflnir of such Company, and in all 

>nd orders for mo indorsements, cheques, 

"ceipts, and letters oF credit'Ff the Compa,^. 

PmlL'' Company under this Act does not paint 

Sonoftme?" and keep painted or affixed, its 

'‘?hallbeliabletoaDenciM,^“®/” directed by this Act, 

painting or affixin? its nam/ exceeding fifty rupees for not so 

»»ys not so kept patated oraai". 

®tl wiliuliy airthotize^s'^nr J^^ttager of the Company who knowingly 
'le like penalty ^ ^®^'ault shall be liable to 

^•’«tson on^its'behSf of such Company, or any 

^ authorizes the use of, any seal pnr- 

a'12oc^"g"g?or ^Jangu^is for the words 
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62* With respect to the contributions to be required in the 
Liabihty of director whose event oi the winding-up of a limited 
habilityiis unlimited. Company from any director or rnanagdr 

whose liability is unlimited, the following modifications shall be 
made in the last-preceding section . . , ’ 

(a) Subject to the provisions hereinafter contained, any 
such director or manager, whether past or present 
shall, in addition to his liability (If any) to contribute 
as an ordinary member, be liable tO’ contribute.^^ 

. if he were, at the date of the commencement of such 
winding-up, a member of an unlimited Company..- /; 
(5) No contribution required from any past director. . or 
manager, who has ceased to hold such office for.a 
period of one year or upwards prior to the com-; 
mencement of the winding-up,, shall, .exceed the 
amount (if any) which he is liable to contribute as 
an ordinary member of the Company. - • •. 

(r) No contribution required from any past director ;or 
manager in respect of any debt or liability of the 
Company contracted after the time at which he 
ceased to hold such office shalt exceed the amount 
(if any) which be is liable to contribute as an qfdf- 
nary member of the Company. - 

(</) Subject to the provisions contained in the regulations 
oI the Company, no contribution required from' any 
director or manager shall exceed the aniount.(jf 
any) which he is liable to contribute as an ordiha^ 
member unless the Court thinks it necessary -to 
require such contribution ia order to satisfy' tbe 
debts and liabilities of the Company, or the costej 
charges, and expenses of the winding-up. ’ . \ ' 


PART m. . '4 

Management and Administration of Companies and Associa-x 
TIONS UNDER THIS ACT. • -'V' 

Prmidons J or Proitdion of Crediiors. - 

63. Every Company under this Act shaH have a registered 
Registered ofBce of Cora- office to which all communications and 
pany. notices may be addiessed. -'-lEranj 


’ Cf. s. 5 of the Companies Act, 1S67 (Stat. 30 & 31 Viet, 
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■Company under this Act carries on business without having such 
an office, it shall incur a penalty not exceeding fiby rupees for 
every day during which business is so carried on. 

84. Notice of ttie situation of such registered office and of 
Notice ■ of situation of any change therein shall be given to the 
registered office. Registrar and recorded by him. Until 

such notice is given, the Company shall not be deemed to have 
complied with tne provisions of tnis Act, with respect to having a 
registered office. 


65. Every limited Company under this Act, whether limited® 
Publication of name by a by shares or by guarantee, shall paint 
limited Company. or affix, and shall keep painted or 

affixed, its name on the outside of every office or place in which 
the business of the Company is carried on, in a conspicuous posi- 
tion; in letters easily legible, la the English language, and also, if 
the registered office be situate in a district beyond the local limits 
of the ordinary original civil jurisdiction of a High Court, in one 
of tne vernacular languages used in such district, and shall have 
Us- name engraven in legible characters in such language or lan- 
guages on Us seal, and shall have its name mentioned in legible 
^characters in the English language " * in all notices, advertise- 
ments, and other official publications of such Company, and in all 
bills of exchange, hundis, promissory notes, indorsements, cheques, 
and orders for money or goods purporting to be signed by or on 
behalf of such Company, and in all bills of parcels, invoices, 
receipts, and letters of credit of the Company. 


Q6. If any limited Company under this Act does not paint 
.Penalties on non-pubiica- Or affix, and -keep painted or affixed, its 
tion of name. , name in manner directed by this Act, 

U shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty rupees for not so 
painting or affixing its name, and for every day during which such 
riame is not so kept painted or affixed. 

A director and manager of the Company who knowingly 

and wilfully authoiizes or permits such default shall be liable to 
■me like penahy. 


If any director, or manager, or officer of such Company, or any 
person on its behalf, uses, or authorizes the use of, any seal pur- 


“ supVi words quoted have been substituted, for the words 

AssocSlt Indian, Companies (Memoranduna 

:>octation) Act (XII. of 1895), s. Appendix 1 1 ;, iri/ra. 
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porting to be a seal of the Company whereon its name is not so 
engraven as aforesaid, or issues, or authorizes the issue of, any 
notice, advertisement, or other official publication of such Com- 
pany, or signs, or authorizes to be signed, on behalf of such Com- 
pany, any bill of exchange, hundi, promissory note, endorsement, 
cheque, or* order for money or goods or issues, or authorizes to be 
issued, any bill of parcels, invoice, receipt, ur letter of credit of the 
Company wherein its name is not mentioned in manner aforesaid, he 
shall be liable to a penalty of one thousand rupees ; and shall fur- 
ther be personally liable to the holder of any such bill of exchange, 
hundi, promissory note, cheque, or order for money or goods lot 
the amount thereof, unless the same is duly paid by the Company. 

Conlracls, 

OV-t Contracts on behalf of any Company under this Acl 

Contracts how made. "^^de as follows (that is t( 

say):— 

(a) Any contract, which, if made between private persons 
would be by law required to be in writing, and, il 
made according to English law, to be under seal 
may be made on behalf of the Company in writing 
under the common seal of the Company ; and such 
contract may be in the same manner varied 01 
discharged : 

( 3 ) Any contract, which, if made between private persons, 
would be by law required to be in writing signed by 
the parties to be charged therewith, may be made 
on behalf of the Company in writing signed by any 
person acting under the express or implied authority 
of the Company : and such contract may, in the 
same manner, be varied or discharged : 

(^) Any contract, which, if made between private persons, 
would by law be valid, although made by parol only, 
and not reduced into writing, may be made by 
parol on behalf of the Company by any person 
acting under the express or implied authority of the 
Company ; and such contract may, in the same way, 


* Kn s. 66, the word or has been inserted by the Repealing and 
Amending Act (Xli, of 1891). 

t Cf. s, 37 0! the Companies Act, 1867 (Scat. 30 & 31 Viet., c. 131)- 
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be ■ varied or discharged. And all contracts made' 
according to the provisions herein contained shall be 
eSectual in law, and shall be binding upon the Com- 
pany and their successors, and all other parties 
thereto, their heirs, executors, or administrators, as 
the case may be. 

68. Every limited Company under this Act shall keep a 

register of all mortgages and charges 
Register of mortgages. specifically affecting property of the 

Company, and shall, , enter in such register, in respect of each 
mortgage or charge, a short description of the property mortgaged 
or charged, the amount of charge created, and the names of the 
mortgagees or persons entitled to such charge. 

If any property of the Company is mortgaged or charged 
without such entry as aforesaid being made, every director, manager, 
or other officer of the Company, who knowingly and wilfully anthor- 
iaes or permits the omission of such entry, shall incur a penalty not 
exceeding five hundred rupees. 

The register of mortgages required bv this section shall be 
open to inspection by any creditor or member of the Company 
at all reasonable times. If such inspection is refused, any officer of 
the Company refusing the same, and every director and manager 
of the Company authorizing, or knowingly and wilfully permitting, 
such refusal, shall incur a penalty not exceeding fifty rupees, and a 
turther penalty not exceeding twenty rupees for every day during 
lyhich such refusal continues. 

Tne High Court or any Judge thereof may, by order, compel 
the performance of the duty imposed by this section on a limited 
Company, and, in addition to the above penalty, may, by order, 
compel an immediate inspection of the register. 

Explanation , — Omission to register under this section a mort- 
gage or charge does not render the same invalid. But the officers 
of the Company cannot avail themselves, as such, of a mortgage or 
.charge specifically affecting properly of the Company, and not so 
registered. 

‘ i ^ 

69. Every limited Banking Company and every insurance 
Ceitain 'Companies' to Company, and Deposit, Provident, or 
enteied in Benefit Society under this Act, shall, be- 
" ■ ■ ' ’ ' ' • fore it commences business, anti also on 

‘he first Monday in February and the first Monday .in August (in 
every year during which it carries on business, make a statement in 
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the form marked D In the Firs: Schedule hereto, or as near 'thereto-’ 
as circumstances wiB admit ; and a copy of such statement shall 
be put up in a conspicuous place in the registered office of the'' 

Comply, and in every branch-office or place where the business* 
of the Company is carried on. „ 


Section tifi the provisions of this- 

^ction, the Company shall be liable to a penalty not exceeclinz 

aSeve?^%/°f such default continues r 

Sd 3n Sf ^ Company who knowingly 


Every member and every creditor of anv Com nan v mentione 

LeSem r/avmif f""'" “ ^ of" .hraC-So”: 

statement on payment of a sum not exceeding eight annas.' 


Company under this Act, and not having a^capiu 
to SSra/ Shares, shall keep at its re 
names and* addrpco j f a registrar containing th 
sets and shall q u of its directors or mana 

Spy of such renter .Vi" Joint-Stock Companies i 

S°raranv Zn! notify to thf 

y ge hat takes place m such directors or managers 




p J * Company under this Act, and not having a capi 

feeepioV^e^tef oTSto"? S ^^to shares, makes default ii 

managers or in..nT a register of its directors oi 

ComSce witL f h! f to the Registrar in 

fea?C chant J "°"fy‘«S to thi Regis- 

such de^inquenl Company Thaut^ra managers, 

hundred rupees for pvf.r/dZ!i ^^ ^ ,H®“®^ty not exceeding' one 

and every directnr nr m ^ during which such default continues; 
wilfully Authorizes or peS stch^ 

penalty. ^ default shall incur the like 


72. A 


Pro • Promissory note, bill of exchange, or hundi shall be 

e-hr^ST'a “ a:cm=d“’„r'’™H “r”- 

Company under this Act if modr’ri endorsed on behalf of any 
in the name of thf Pnm ^ ®^de, drawn, accepted, or endorsed, 
rity of the Comoanv ^ Person acting under the autho- 

or on behalf or on account ^ooptc-i, or endorsed by; 

under the anthorit, of the Compan^°”*‘“’’ 
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• 73 . If any Company under ibis Act carries on business, 

Prohibition asrainst carry- w^en the number of its members is less 
ing* on business with less than scvcn, for a period oE six lUOntuS 
than seven members. after the number has been so reduced, 

every person who is a member of such Company during the time 
that it so carries on business after such period of sis months, and is 
cognizant of the fact that it is so carrying on business with fewer 
than seven members, shall be severally liable for the payment of 
the wiiole debt of the Company contracted during such time, and 
may be sued for the same without the joinder in the suit of any 
other member. 


.* Payment of InUresi out of Capital. 

“73A. Where any shares of a Company are issued for the 
Power of Company to pay purpose of raising mouey to defray tho 
interest out of capital in cer- expensrs of the Construction of any works 
tam cases. buildings or the provision of any plant 

which cannot be made profitable for a lengthened period, the 
Company may pay interest on so much of that share- capital as is 
for the time being paid up for the period and subject to tlie condi- 
tions and restrictions in this section mentioned, and may charge the 
same to capital as part of the cost of construction of the work or 
building or the provision of plant : 

Provided that — 

(/) no such payment shall be made unless the same is 
authorized by the Company’s Articles of Association, 
or by special resolution ; 

( 2 ) no such payment, whether authorized by the Articles of 
Association, or by special resolution, shall be made 
without the previous sanction of the Governor-General 
in Council ; 

(j) before sanctioning any such payment, the Governor- 
General in Council may, at the expense of the 
Company, appoint a person to inquire and report to 
him as to the circumstances of the case, and may, 
before making the appointment, require the Company 
to give security for the payment of the costs of the 
inquiry 


* Inserted by Act IV. of igio. 
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U) the payment shall be made only for such period ‘as- raa 
be determined by the Governor-General in Gounci 
and such period shall in no case extend beyond th 

half-year, durin' 

which the works or buildings have been actuall 
completed, or the plant provided ,* 


fj) the rate of interest shall in no case exceed four 'per cehl 
per annum ^or such lower rate as the Governor 
General in Council may, by notification in the 
0 / Jndta, prescribe ; 


(<5j the payment of the interest shall not operate as a reduc- 

u- f ““ount paid up on the shares in respect 

Oi which It IS paid ; 


(7) the accounts of the Company shall show the share-capitai 
n^ ich, and the rate at which, interest has .been 
paid out of capital during the period to which the; 
accounts relate; 


(S) hi this section shall affect any Company to/, 

tbf. I ri- ^ Railway Companies Act,* 1895, 'or / 

tne Indian Tramways Act,t 1902, applies. 


t “ Re-issue 0 / Redeemed Debentures. ' ■ - 

'f “ “»■' passing Of tliW 

pany, unless ihe Ar.icles of^AsSuL'’u,''‘I!™^ 'T-'*’ ‘h®, CWfi 
expressly otherwise nrovi^B ^ 1 ° conditions of issuev; 

redeemed in nursuLS nf ’ the debentures have beeiiV 

(not £ing arSaln eS ' 

the redeemed debentures were^issu^i^^/'t^^ person to whomfi= 
power, and shall be deemed alwatfm h. hav^ 

debentures alive for the purposes 3 

has purported to exerrkp re-issue. and, where a Company-. - 

powet. atiVsban beS d 

the debentures, either by r--issuin° thT ^ 

Issuing other debentures iLheli-tK h debentures, or. 

the person entitled to th« .«P°“ a re-isspe; 


person entitled m upon such a re-issae,;; 

P eutiiled 10 the debenlores shall nave, and shaU:b?,; 


Act X. of 1895. ~ ' ; 

t Inserted by Act IV. of ,910.^ 
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deemed always to* have had, the same rights and priorities as if the 
debentures had not previously been issued. 

(3) Where, with the object of keeping debentures alive for the 
purpose of re-issue, they have, either before or after the passing of 
this Act, been transferred to a nominee of the Company, a transfer 
from that nominee shall be deemed to be a re-issue for the purposes 
of this section. 

(j) Where a Company has, either before or after the passing 
of this Act, deposited any of its debentures to secure advances from 
time to time on current account or otherwise, the debentures shall 
not be deemed to have been redee med by reason only of the 
account of the Company having ceased to be in debit whilst the 
debentures remained so deposited. 

The re-issue of a debenture or the issue of another deben- 
ture in its place under the power by this section given to, or deemed 
to have been possessed by, a Company, whether the re-issue or 
issue was made before or after the passing of this Act, shall be 
treated as the issue of a new debenture for the purposes of stamp- 
duty, but it shall not be^so treated for the pur poses of any provision 
limiting the amount or number of debentures to be issued : 

Provided that any person lending money on the security of a 
debenture re-issued under this section, which appears to be duly 
stamped, may give the debenture in evidence in any proceedings 
for enforcing his security without payment of the stamp-duty or any 
penalty in respect thereof unless he had notice, or, but for his negli- 
gence, might have discovered that the debenture was not duly 
stamped ; but, in any such case, the Company shall be liable to pay 
the proper stamp-duty and penalty. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall prejudice — 

(a) the operation of any decree or order of a Court of com- 
petent jurisdiction passed or made before the date of 
the passing of this Act as between the parties to the 
proceedings in which the decree was passed or the 
order made, and any appeal from any such decree or 
order shall be decided as if this Act had not been 
passed ; or 

(^) any power to issue debentures in the place of any deben- 
tures paid off or eiherwise statisfied or extinguished 
reserved to a Company by its debentures or the 
securities for the same.” 
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Provisions for Proicction of jlfvnbers. 

7*^. A general lueeling ot every Company nnder this Act 
General ’ Mcetiuff of be held once at ihe least in every 

Company* Vt^ar* 

A balance-sheet shall be made out and filed with the Regis- 
trar of Joint-stock Companies within 
Balance-sheet. twelve months after tile Company iias 

been registered, and once at least in every year afterwards within 
twelve months from the filing of the balance-sheet immediately 
preceding; and such b dance-sheet shall contain a summary 
of the property and liabilities of the Company arranged under tne 
heads appearing in the form annexed to Table A in the First 
Schedule hereto, or as near thereto as circumstances admit. 

And once at the least in every year the accounts of the Com- 
pany shall be examined, and the correct- 
ness of the last balance-sheet and its 
conformity with the law ascertained and certified by one or more 
auditor or auditors. 

No balance-sheet shall be filed with the Registrar unless and 
until its correctness and conformity with the law have been so 
ascertained and certified, and it has been laid before, and adopted 
by, the Company in general meeting. 

If default is made in compliance with any of the provisions of 
this section, every director and manager of the Company who 
knowingly and wilfully authorizes or permits such default shall be 
liable to a penalty of one thousand rupees. 

Meetings. 

75.* Every Company formed under this Act after the com- 

Company to hold meeting mencement of this Act shall hold a 
within SIX months after regis- general meeting within six months alter 
tration. its memorandum of association is regis- 

tered ; and, if such meeting is not held, the Company shall be 
liable to a penalty, not exceeding fifty rupees a day, for every day 
after the expiration of such six months until the meeting is held ; 
and every director or manager of the Company, and every subs- 
criber of the memorandum of association, who knowingly authorizes 
or permits such default, shall be liable to the same penalty. 


“ Cy. s. 39 of the Companies Act, 1867, (Stat. 30 & 31 Viet., c. 131) 



of 1882.] 


INDIAN COMPANIES. 


43 


76 . Subject to the provisions of this Act, and to the condi- 
Povver to alter regulations dons contained in the memorandum of 
by special resolution. association, any Company formed under 

this Act or the Indian Companies Act,* 1866, may, in general 
meeting, from time to time, by passing a special resolution in 
manner hereinafter mentioned, alter all or any of the regulations of 
the Company contained in the articles of association nr in the Table 
marked A in the First Scnedule where such table is applicable to 
the Company, or make new reguiatious to the exclusion of, or in 
addition to, all or any of the regulations of the Company. 


■j* Any regulations so made by special resolution shall be 
deemed to be regulations of the Company of the same validity as 
if they had been originally contained in the articles of association, 
and sttall be subject in like manner to be altered or modified by 
any subsequent special resolution. 


Any limited Company formed under this x\ct or ’he Indian 
Power to ma ke liability of Companies Act,* 1S66, may, by a spe- 
directors unlimited, cial resolution, if authorized to do so by 

Us regulations as originally framed, or as altered by special resolu- 
tion, from time to time, modify the conditions contained in its 
memorandum of association so far as to render unlimited, from and 
after the date of such resolution, the liability of its directors or 
managers, or of the managing director. Such special resolution 
shall be of the same validity as if it had been originally contained 
in the memorandum of association, and a copy thereof shall be 
embodied in, or annexed to, every copy of the memorandum of 
association which is issu ed after the passing of the resolution. 


77. A resolution passed by a Company under this Act shall 
Definition of “ special re- be deemed to be Special whenever a 
solution". resolution has been passed by a majority 

of not less than three-fourths of such members of the Company for 
the time being entitled, according to the regulations of the Company, 
to vote, as may be present, in person, or by proxy (in cases where, 
by the regulations of the Company, proxies are allowed), at any 
general meeting, of which notice specifying the intention to propose 
such resolution h^s been duly given, and such resolution has been 
confirmed by a majority of such meinbers'for the time being enli- 
«ed, according to the regulations of the Company, to vote, as may 
be present, in person, or by proxy, at a subsequent general meeting. 


* Act X. of-i866 (repealed by s. 2 of this Act), 
t Cy. s. 8 of the Companies Act, 1867 (Stat. 30 & 31 Viet, c. 131). 
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of which notice has been duly given, and held at an interval of not 
less than fourteen days, nor more than one month, from the date 
of the meeting at which such resolution was first passed. 

At any meeting mentioned in this section, unless a poll is 
demanded by at least five members, a declaration of the chairman 
that the resolution has been carried shall be deemed conclusive 
evidence of the fact without proof of the number or proportion of 
the voles recorded in favour of or against the same. 

Notice of any meeting shall, for the purposes of this section, be 
deemed to be duly given, and the meeting to be duly held, when- 
ever such notice is given, and meeting held, in manner prescribed 
by the regulations of the Company. 

In computing the majority under this section when a poll is 
demanded, reference shall be had to the number of votes to' which 
each member is entitled by the regulations of the Company. 

78. In default of any regulations as to voting, every member 
Provision where no regula* shall have one vote, and, in default of 
tionsas to meetings. any regulations as to summoning general 

meetings, a meeting shall be held to be duly summoned, of which 
seven days’ notice in writing has been served on every member in 
manner in which notices are required to be served by the Table 
marked A in the First Schedule hereto. 


In default of any regulations as to the persons to summon 
meetings, five members shall be competent to summon the same; 
and, in default of any regu'ation as to who is to be chairman of 
such meeting, it shall be competent for any person elected by the 
members present to preside. 


79. A copy of every special resolution that is passed by 
Registration of special re- ^uy Company under this Act shall be 
solutions. printed and forwarded to the Registrar 

of Joint-stock Companies, and be recorded by him. 

If such copy is not so forwarded within fifteen days from the 
date of the confirmation of the resolution, the Company shall incur 
a penalty, not exceeding twenty rupees, for every day after the ex- 
piration of such fifteen days during which such copy is omitted to 
-be forwarded ; and every director and manager of the Company, 
who knowingly and wilfully authorizes or permits such' default, 
shall, incur the like penalty. ’ 
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80. Where articles of association have been registered, a copy 
Copies of special resclu- of every special resolution for the time 
tions to be embodied in arti- being in force shall be annexed to, or 
cles of association. embodied in, every copy of the articles 

of association that may be issued after the passing of such resolu- 
tion. Where no articles of association have been registered, a copy 
of every special resolution shall be forwarded in print to any men- 
ber requesting the same on payment of one rupee or such less sum 
as the Company may direct. 

If any Company makes default in complying with the provi- 
sions of this section on section 76 it shall incur a penalty, not 
exceeding twenty rupees; for each copy in respect of which such 
default is made; and every director and manager of the Company, 
v/ho knowingly and w'ilfully authorizes or permits such default, 
shall incur the Lke penalty. 

81. Any Company under this Act may, by instrument in 

^ . . , , , , writing under its common seal, empower 

Execution of deeds abroad. ^ ... 11 • ^ 

any person, either generally, or m respect 
of any specified matters, as its attorney, to execute deeds on its 
behalf in any place not situate in British India ; and every deed 
signed by such attorney on behalf of the Company, and under his 
seal, shall be binding on the Company, and have the same effect 
as if it were under the common seal of the Company. 

82. The Local Government may appoint one or mere com- 
Examination of affairs of petent inspectors to examine into the 

Company by inspectors. affairs of any Company under this A.ct, 

and to report thereon in such manner as the Local Government 
'may direct upon the applications following (that is to say): — 

(a) In the case of a Banking or any other Company that has a 
capital divided into shares, upon the application of mem- 
bers holding not less than one-fifth part of the whole 
shares of the Company for the time being issued : 

{b) In the case of any Company not having a capital divid- 
ed into shares, upon the application of members 
being in number not less than one-fifth of the whole 
number of persons for the time being entered on 
the register of the Company as members. 

83. The application shall be supported by such evidence as 
. Application for inspeo hie Local Government may require for 
denc^ he supported by evi- the purpose of showing that the appli- 

cants have good reason for requiring 
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such investigaiion to be made, and that they are not actuated by 
malicious motives in instituting the same. 

The Local Government may also require the applicants to ^ve 
security for payment of the costs of the inquiry before appointing 
any inspector or inspectors. 

84. It shall be the duty of all officers and agents of the Coni' 
, , , pany to produce, for the txamination of 

Inspection of books. inspectors, all books and documents 

in their custody of power. 

Any inspector may examine, upon oath, the officers and 
agents of the Company in relation to its business. 

If any such officer or agent refuses to produce any book or 
document hereby directed to be produced, or to answer .any 
question relating to the affairs of the Company, he shall" iricur a 
penalty not exceeding one hundred rupees m respect of each such 
offence. 


85. Upon the conclusion of the examination, the inspec- 
Resuit of examinatioo how tors shall report their opinions to the 

dealt with. Local Government. Such report shall 

be written or printed as the Local Government directs. 

A copy shall be forwarded by the Local Government to the 
registered office of the Company, and a further copy shall, at the 
request of the members upon whose application the inspection 
was made, be delivered to them, or to any one or more of them. 

AH expenses of, and incidental to, any such examination as 
aforesaid shall be defrayed by the members upon whose applica- 
tion the inspectors were appointed, unless the Local Government 
shall direct the same to be paid out of the assets of the Company, 
which the Locsl Government is hereby authorized to do. 

86. Any Company under this Act may, by special resolution. 
Power of Company to ap- appoint inspectors for the purpose of 

point inspectors. examining into the affairs of the Com- 

pany. 

The inspectors so appointed shall have the same powers and ' 
perform the same duties as inspectors appointed by the Local 
Government with this exception that, instead of making their 
report to the Local Government, they shall make the same in such 
manner, and to such persons, as the Company, ui general meeting, 
•directs. 
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The officers and agents of the Company shall incur the same 
penalties in case of any refusal to produce any book or document 
hereby required to be produced to such inspectors, or to answer 
any question, as they would have incurred if such inspectors had 
been appointed by the Local Government. 

87. A copy of the report of any inspectors appointed under 
Report of inspectors to be this Act, authenticated by the seal of 

evidence. the Company into whose affairs they have 

made inspection, shall be admissible in any legal proceeding as 
evidence of the opinion of the inspectors in relation to any matter 
contained in such report. 

88. Every prospectus of a Company, and every notice invit- 
Prospectus, &c., to specify ing persons to Subscribe for shares in 

dates and names of parties any Joint-stock Company, shall specify 
to certain prior contracts. d^tes of,* and the names of the 

parties to, any agreement enforceable by law which has been 
entered into by the Company, or the promoters, directors, or 
trustees thereof, before the issue of such prospectus or notice 
(whether subject to adoption by the directors or the Company, or 
otherwise), and which might reasonably influence a person in 
determining whether he would or would not become a share-holder 
in the Company ; and any prospectus or notice not specifying 
the same shall be deemed fraudulent on the part of the pro- 
moters, duectors, and officers of the C .mpany knowingly issuing 
the same, as regards any person taking shares in the Company on 
the faith of such prospectus, unless he has had notice of such 
contract. 


. Notices. 

S9.t Any summons, notice, order, or other document required 
"Service of notices on Com- to be Served upon the Company, may 
P^ny* be served by leaving the same, or send- 

ing it through the post by a registered letter addressed to the Com- 
pany, at their registered office; and any notice to the Registrar of 
Joint-stock Companies may be served by sending it to him through 
the post by a registered letter, or by delivering it to him, or by 
leaving it for him at his office. 


inserted by the Repealing and Amending 
(XU. of 1S91). las 

t Cr. s. 38 of the Companies Act, 1867 (Stat. 30 & 31 Viet,, c. 131). ' 
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90. Every document to be served by post on the Conipanji 
Rules as to notices by shall be posted in such iime as to 

letter- of its being delivered in the due course ol 

delivery within the period (if any) prescribed for the service thereof ; 
and, in proving service of such document, it shall be sufficient to 
prove tl)at such document was properly directed, and that it was 
put as a registered letter into the post-office. 

91. Any summons, notice, order, or prcceeding requiring 
Authentication of notices autbenticatii n by the Company m^3 

by Company. be .'■igncd by any director, secretary, 01 

other authorized officer of the Cempany, and need not be under 
the common seal of the Company, and the same may be in 
writing or in print, or partly in writing and partly in print. 


Zegai Proceedings. 

92. Every Company under this Act shall cause minutes of 
Evidence of proceedings at all resolutions and proceedings of general 
meetings. meetings of the Company, and of the 

directors or managers of the Company, in cases wuere there are 
directors or managers, to be duly entered in book-^ to be, from time 
.to time, provided for the purpose; and any such minute as afore- 
said, if purporting to be signed by the cliairman of the meeting at 
which such resolutions wer- passed, or proceedings had, or by the 
chairman of the next succeeding meeting, shall be received as evi- 
dence in all legal proceedings. 

Until the contrary is proved, every general meeting of the 
Company, or meeting of directors or managers, in respect of the 
proceedings of which minutes have been so made, shall be deemed 
to have been duly held and convened, and all resolutions passed 
thereat, or proceedings had, to have been duly passvd and had; 
and all appointmeiits of directors, managers, or liquidators shall 
be deemed to be valid ; and all acts done by such directors, ma- 
nagers, or liquidators shall be valid, nouviihsianding any defect 
that may afterwards be discovered in their appointments or 
qualifications. 

ExpJanaiion . — Nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
give validity to acts done by a liquidator after his appointment has 
been shown to be invalid. 


88. Where a limited Company Is plaintiff in any suit, if it 
Provision as to costs in appears from the evidence adduced ■ that 

there is reason to believe that, if the 
defendant be successful in his defence, 


suits brought by certain U 
inited Companies. 
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the assets of the Company will be insufficient to pay his costs, any 
Judge having jurisdiction in the matter may require sufficient 
security to be given for such costs, and may stay all proceedings 
until such security is given . 

94. In any suit brought by the Company against any mem- 
Piaii.t in suits against ber to recover any call or other moneys 

members. due from such member in his character 

of member, it shall be sufficient to allege that the defendant is a 
member of the Company, and is indebted to the Company in 
respect of a call made or other moneys due, whereby a suit has 
accrued to the Company. 

Alteration of Forms. 

95. The forms set forth in the Second Schedule hereto, or 

forms as near thereto as circumstances 
Forms to be sued. admit, shall be used in all matters to 

which such forms refer. 

The Governor-General in Council may, from time to time, 
Governor-General in Coun- make such alterations in the tables and 
cil may alter forms. forms contained in the First Schedule 

hereto, so that he does not increase the amount of fees .payable to 
the Registrar in the said schedule mentioned, and in the forms in 
the Second Schedule, or make such additions to the last- mentioned 
forms, as he deems requisite. 

Any such table or form, when altered, shall be published in 
the Gazette of India, and, upon such publication being made, such 
table or form shall have the same force as if it were included in 
the Schedule to this Act; but no alteration made by the Governor- 
General in Council in the Table marked A containc d in the First 
Schedule shall affect any Company register prior to the date of 
such alteration, or repeal, as respects such Company, any portion 
of such table. 

Arbitrations i* 

96. Any Company under this Act may, from time to time. 
Power for Companies to by Writing under its Common seal, agree 
refer matters to arbitration. to refer, and may refer, to arbitration 
any matter, whatsoever in dispute between itself and any other 

* Cf. the Arbitration (Railway) Act, -1859 (Stat. 22 & 23 Yict., c. 59). 

Act VI., 1883.-4. 
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Company tor person; and the Companies, parties to the arbitration, 
may delegate to the person or persons, lo whom the reference is 
made, power to setile any terms, or to determine any matter 
capable of being lawfully seit’ed or determined by the Companies 
themselves, or by the directors or other managing body of such 
Companies. 

97. The Companies jointly, but not otherwise, from time to 

Fewer to alter or revoke ''^hing under their respective 

agrtemt-ms for reference. ccmmon Seals, may add to, alter, or 
revoke any agreement for reference in accordence with this Act 
theretofore entered into between the Companies, or any of the 
terms, conditions, or stipulations thereof. 


98. Every reference cr agreement in accordance with this 

Agreervents to be carried ‘^ct, except SO far as it is, from time to 
into effect. time, revoked or modified in accord- 

ance with this Act, shall bind the Companies, and may and shall 
be carritd into full effect. 

99. Where the Companies agree, the reference shall be 
Reference to arbitrator. made 10 a single arbitrator. 


100. Except where the Companies agree that the reference 
shall be made to a single arbitr.ator, the 
arWtrators!'^ reference shall be made as follows, to 

wit ; — 

where there are two Companies, the reference shall be made 
to two arbitrators ; 


where there are three or more Companies, the reference shall 
bejmade to so many arbitrators as there are Companies. 

101. Where there are to be two or more arbitrators, every 
Appointment of arbitrators Company shall, by Writing under their 
by Companies. common Seal, appoint one of the arbi- 

trators, and shall give notice in writing thereof to the other Com- 
pany or Companies. 


102. Where there are to be two or more arbitrators, if any 
Appointment of arbitrators of the Companies fail to appoint an 
by Local Government. arbitrator within fourteen days after 

being thereunto requested in writing by the other Company, or by 
the other Companies or any of them, then, on the application of 
the Companies or any of them, the Local Government, instead of 
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the Company so ’failing to appoint an arbitrator, may appoint an 
arbitrator. The arbitrator so appointed shall, for the purposes of 
this Act, be deemed to be appointed by the Company so failing. * 

103. Where the reference is made to two or more arbitrators, 
'Appointment of arbitrators if, before the matters referred to them 
by Companies to supply va- are determined, any arbitrator dies, or 
cancies. becomes incapable or unfit, or, for seven 

consecutive days, fails to act as arbitrator, the Company by which 
he was appointed shall, by writing under their common seal, ap- 
point an arbitrator in his place. 

104:. Where the Company, by which an arbitrator ought to 
Appointment of arbitrators be appointed in the place of the arbi- 
by Local Government to sup- trator SO deceased, incapable, unfit, or 
ply vacancies. failing to act, fails lo make the appoint-’ 

raent within fourteen days after being thereunto requested in 
writing by the other Company, or by the other Companies or any 
of them, then, on the application of the Companies or any of them, 
the Local Government may appoint an arbitrator. 

The arbitrator so appointed shall, for the purposes of this Act, 
'be deemed to be appoimed by tne Company so failing. 

105. When any appointment of an arbitrator is made, the 
Appointment of arbitrator Company making the appointment shall 

not revocable. have no power to revoke the same with- 

out the previous consent in writing of the other Company or every 
other Company in writing under their common seal. 

106. Where two or more arbitrators are appointed, they shall. 
Appointment of umpire by before entering on the business of the 

arbitrators. • reference, appoint, by writing under 

their hands, an impartial and qualified person to be their umpire. 

107 . If the arbitrators do not appoint an umpire within seven 
Appointment of umpire by days after the reference is made to the 

> Local Government. arbitrators, then, on the application of 

the Companies or any of them, the Local Government may appoint 
an umpire; and the umpire so appointed shall, for the purposes of 
j this Act, be deemed to be appointed by the arbitrators. 

' iOS. Wh ere two or more arbitrators are appointed, if, be- 
'( Appointment of umpire by fore the matters’ referred to them, are 

3<fDitrators to supply vacancy, determined, their umpire dies or be- 
ll comes incapable or unfit,' or, for seven consecutive days, fails to 
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act as umpire, the arbitrators shall, by writing under their hands, 
appoint an impartial and qualiGed person to be their umpire in iiis 
place. 


100. If the arbitrators fail to appoint an umpire within seven 
Appointment of umpire by days after noticc in writing to them of 
Local Guvcrninent to supply tlie decease, incapacity, uniitness, or 
vacancy. failure to act, of their umpire, then, on 

the application of the Companies or any of them, the Local Govern- 
ment may appoint an umpire. 

The umpire so appointed shall, for the purposes of this Act, 
be deemed to be appointed by the arbitrators so failing. 

110. Ever}' arbitrator appointed in the place of a preceding 
SucceedinR arbitrators and arbitrator, and every umpire appointed- 

predecesso°rs^“'^“ powers of in the place of a preceding umpire, shall 
predecessors. respectively have the like posvers and 

authorities as his respective predecessor. 

ill* Where there are two or more arbitrators, if they do not, 
Reference to umpire. within such a time as the Companies 

^ agree on, or, failing such agreement, 

within thirty days next after the reference is made to the arbitrators, 
agree on their award thereon, then the matters referred to them, or 
such or those matters as are not then determined, shall stand 
referred to their umpire. 


112. The arbitrator, and the arbitrators and the umpire, res-' 

Power for arbitrators, &c., pectively, may call for the production of 

or evidence in the pos- 
1 u- r session or power of the Companies res- 

produce, and whfch the ar- 
deterSninir the umpire, shall think necessary for 

the CompaLe lespectlve'y on 'oath 

118 * Except where, and as the Companies otherwise agree, the 
Procedure in the arbitration. itrator, and the arbitrators and the 

f umpire, respectively, may proceed in the 

Ahtakar “p- 


114. The arbitraior, and the arbitrators and the umpire, res- 
Arbilration may procted pectiveiy, may proceed, in the absence 
abaance of c<,„pa„,.s. of all or any of the Companies” in every 
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case in which, after giving notice in that behalf to the Companies 
respectively, the arbitrator, or the arbitrators or the umpire, shall 
think fit so to proceed. 

115. The arbitrator, and the arbitrators and the umpire, res- 
Several awards may be pectively, may, if he and they, respec^ 
made. ively, think fit, make several awards, each 

on part of the matters referred, instead of one award on all the 
matters referred. 

Every such award on part of the matters shall, for such time 
as shall be stated in the award, the same being such as shall have 
been specified in the agreement for arbitration, or, in the event of 
no tiixie having been so specified, for any time which the arbitrator 
may be legally entitled to fix, be binding as to all the matters to 
which it extends, and as if the matters awarded on were all the mat- 
ters referred, and that, notwithstanding the other matters or any of 
them, be not then or thereafter awarded on. 

116. The award of the arbitrator, or of the arbitrators or of 
Awards made irj due time the umpire, if made in writing, under 

to bind all parties. his or their respective hand or hands, and 

ready to 'be delivered to the Companies within such a time as the 
Companies agree on, or, failing such agreement, within thirty days 
next after the matters in difference are referred to (as the case 
may be), the arbitrator or the arbitrators or the umpire, shall be 
binding and conclusive on ail the Companies. 

117. Provided always that (except where and as the Cora- 
Power for umpire to e.xtend panics Otherwise agree) the umpire, from 

period for making his award, time to time, by writing under his hand, 
^ may extend the period within which his award is to be made. If it 
I be made and ready to be delivered within the extended time, it shall 
be as valid and effectual as if made within the prescribed period. 

^ 1 IS. No award made on any arbitration in accordance with 

' Awards not to be set aside this Act shall be Set aside for any 

or informality. irregularity or informality. 

119. Except only so far as the Companies bound by any 

Awards to be obeyed. accordance with this Act from 

, ’ time to time otherwise agree, all things, 

rf K award in accordance with this Act, lawfully required to 

!f( , ^ omitted, or suffered, shall be done, omitted, or suffered 

' accordingly. . 
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act as umpire, the arbitrators shall, by writing under their hands,, 
appoint an impartial and qualified person to be their umpire in his- 
place. 


109. If the arbitrators fail to appoint an umpire within seven 
Appointment of umpire by days after iioticc in writing to them of 

supply the decease, incapacity, unfitness, or 
vacancy. failure to act, of their umpire, then, on 

the application of the Companies or any of them, the Local Govern* 
went may appoint an umpire. 

The umpire so appointed shall, for the purposes of this Act, 
be deemed to be appointed by the arbitrators so failing. 

110. Every arbitrator appointed in the place of a preceding 
Succeeding arbitrators and arbitrator, and every umpire appointed' 

of apiecpding unpirp, shall 
... , . respectively have the like powers and 

authorities as his respective predecessor. 

111. Where there are two or more arbitrators, if they do not. 

Reference to umpire. within such a time as the Companies 

...wi,- pu- . j r such agreement, 

within thirty days next after ihe reference is made to the arbitrators, 

agree on their award thereon, then the matters referred to them, or 
such or those matters as are not then determined, shall stand 
referred to their umpire. 

112. The arbitrator, and the arbitrators and the umpire, res-' 

P^ctively, may call for the production of 
examine witness on oath?^ any documents or evidence in the pos- 
nectivplv nr wbini, tv. Session or power of the Companies res- 
bStor or the P^oduce, and which the ar- 

determinino- the matt ^ umpire, shall think necessary for 

the CompaLs respmiv/r, on Mh 

113. Except where, and as the Companies otherwise agree, the 
Procedure in the arbitration, ^^^itrator, and the arbitrators and the 

114. The arbitrator, and the arbitrators and the umpire, res- 

.rr.; -f, rapi”.ri.f 
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case in which, after giving notice in that behalf to the Companies 
respectively, the arbitrator, or the arbitrators or the umpire, shall 
think fit so to proceed. 

115 . The arbitrator, and the arbitrators and the umpire, res- 
Several awards may be pectively, may, if he and they, respect- 

made. ively, think fit, make several awards, each 

on part of the matters referred, instead of one award on all the 
matters referred. 

Every such award on part of the matters shall, for such time 
as shall be stated in the award, the same being such as shall have 
been specified in the agreement for arbitration, or, in the event of 
no time having been so specified, for any time which the arbitrator 
may be legally entitled to fix, be binding as to all the matters to 
which it extends, and as if the matters awarded on were all the mat- 
ters referred, and that, notwithstanding the other matters or any of 
4hem, be not then or thereafter awarded on. 

116. The award of the arbitrator, or of the arbitrators or of 
Awards made in due time fhe umpire, if made in writing, under 

to bind all parties. his or their respective hand or hands, and 

ready to be delivered to the Companies within such a time as the 
Companies agree on, or, failing such agreement, within thirty days 
next after the matters in difference are referred to (as the case 
may be), the arbitrator or the arbitrators or the umpire, shall be 
^binding and conclusive on all the Companies. 

117. Provided always that (except where and as the Cora- 
Power for umpire to extend panies Otherwise agree) the umpire, from 

period for making his award, time to time, by writing under his hand, 
may extend the period within which his award is to be made. If it 
^ be made and ready to be delivered within the extended time, it shall 
be as valid and effectual as if made within the prescribed period. 

^ 1 IS. No award made on any arbitration in accordance with 

‘ Awards not to be set aside this Act shall be set aside for any 

or informality. irregularity or informality. 

119. Except only so far as the Companies bound by any 
Awards to be obeyed. award in accordance with this Act from 

, * time to time otherwise agree, all things, 

y ^ery award in accordance with this Act, lawfully required to 
• e done, omitted, or suffered, shall be done, omitted, or suffered, 
accordingly. 
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120. Full effect shall be given by the Courts according to- 
Agreements, arbitraUons, *e'r respective jurisdictions, and., by the 

and awards to have effect. Companies respectively, and otherwise, 
to all agreements, references, arbitrations, and awards in accordance 
with this Act ; and the performance or observance thereof may,, 
where the Courts think fit, be compelled by any process against the 
Companies respectively or their respective property that the Courts 
or any Judge thereof shall direct and, where requisite, frame for the* 
purpose. 

121. Except where, and as the Companies otherwise agree. 
Costs of arbitrstion and the costs of and attending the arbitration 

award. and the award shall be in the discretion 

of the arbitrator, and the arbitrators and toe umpire respectively. . 


122. Except where and as the Companies oiherwies agree 
o and if and so far as the award does notv 

Foment of c«... othorwiso determine, the costs oi and 

attending the arbitration and the award shall be borne and paid 
by the Companies in equal shares, and, in other respects, the 
Companies shall bear their own respective costs. 


123. On the application of any party interested, the sub- 
Submission to arbitration mission to any such arbitration may be 
lobe filed in Court. filed in the High Court, and an order of 

reference may be made thereon, with any directions the Court 
thinks fit; and the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure* shall, 
so far as the same are applicable, apply to every such order, and* 
to all proceedings thereunder. 


PART IV. 

WiNDiNG-up OF Companies and Associations under this Act. 

Prehmviary, 

124. The term “ contributory ” shall mean every person liable 
Meaning of “contribu- to contribute to the assets of a Company 
tory.” under this Act in the event of the same 

being wound up ; it shall also, in all proceedings for determining 
the persons who are to be deemed contributories, and in all pro- 
ceedings prior to the final determination of such persons, include 
any person alleged to be a contributory. 

’ This reference should now be read as applyini; to Act V. of igoS.— ' 
See s. is8 of that Act. . ' 
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125. The liability of any person to contribute to the assets 

Naiar. of liability of oon- of » Company under this Act, in the 
tributory. event of the same being wound up, shall 

be deemed to create a debt accruing due from such person at the 
time when his liability commenced, but payable at the time or 
respective times when calls are made, as hereinafter mentioned, for 
enforcing such liability; and it shall be lawful, in the case of the 
insolvency of any contributory, to prove against his estate the 
estimated value of his liability to future calls, as well as calls 
already made. 


No claim founded on the liability of a contributory shall be 
cognizable by any Court of Small Causes situate outside the towns 
of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. 


120. If any contributory dies either before or after he has 
Contributories in case of been placed On the list of contributories 
death. hereinafter mentioned, his personal re- 

presentatives, heirs, and devisees shall be liable, in due course of 
administration, to contribute to the assets of the Company in dis- 
charge of the liability of such deceased contributory ; and such 
personal representatives, heirs, and devisees shall be deemed to be 
contributories accordingly. 

127. If any contributory becomes insolvent, either before or 
Contributories in case of after he has been placed on the list of 
insolvency. contributories, his assignees shall be 

deemed to represent such insolvent for all the purposes of the 
winding-up, and shall be deemed to be contributories accordingly,, 
and may be called upon to admit to proof'^ against the estate of 
such insolvent, or otherwise to allow to be paid out of his asseis» 
in due course of law, any moneys due from such insolvent in re- 
spect of his liability to contribute to the assets of the Company 
being wound up. 

Winding-up by Court. 


128. A Company under this Act may be wound up by the 

Court as hereinafter defined under the 
following circumstances (that is to 
say) 

Company has passed a special resolution 


Circumstarrces under which 
Company may be wound up 
by Court. 

(tr) whenever the 


requiring the Company to be wound up by the Court; 

“ t italicized word " proof ” has been substituted for the word 

prove by the Repealing and Amending Act (XII. of 1891). 
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(d) whenever the Company does not commence its business, 
within a year from its incorporation, or suspends its 
business for the space of a whole year j 

(f) whenever the members are ■ reduced in number to less 
then seven ; 

(d) whenever the Company is unable to pay its debts ; 

, («) whenever, for any other reason of a like nature, the 
Court is of opinion that it is just and equitable that 
the Company should be wound up. 

Company when deemed 123. A Company under this Act 

unable to pay its debts. shall be deemed to be unable to pay its 

debts — 

(a) whenever a creditor, by assignment or otherwise, to 
whom the Company is indebted in a sum exceeding 
five hundred rupees then due, has served on the 
Company, by leaving the same at its registered office, 
a demand under his hand requiring the Company to 
pay the sum so due, and the Company has, for the 
spiace of three weeks succeeding the service of such 
demand, neglected to pay such sum, or to secure or 
compound for the same to the reasonable satisfac- 
tion of the creditor; 

{d) whenever execution or other process issued on a decree 
or order obtained in any Court in favour of any 
creditor in any proceeding instituted by such creditor 
against the Company is returned unsatisfied, in whole 
or in part; 

(c) whenever it is proved, to the satisfaction of the Court, 
that the Company is unable to pay its debts. 

130. The expression, “the Court,” as used in this Part of 
Definition of “ the Court.” ■^ci, shall mean the principal Court 
, . , . , , . original civil jurisdiction in the 

pace in which the registered office of the Company is situate, 
unless, in the regulations for the management of the Company, it 
shall be stioulated that the Company, if wound up, shall be 
wound up oy the High Court of Judicature at Fort William, 
Madras, or Bombay (as the case may be), or by the Chief Court 
“ case the word “ Court ” shall mean the 

.said High Court or Chief Court (as the case may be) in the exercise 
or Its original civil jurisdiction. . , • , 
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' The expression “debts” as used in this Part of this Act, 

means debts actually due, of which the 
Definition of "debts. creditor could claim immediate pay- 
ment, except in the case or a Company issuin'? or liable under 
policies of assurance upon human life 
granting annuities upon human life within 
case of such a Company (hereinafter called a Life-assurance Com- 
pany), the expression ■' debts, ” as so used, includes also contingent 
or prospective liability under policies and annuity and other existing 
contracts. 


O 

within British India, or 
British India. In the 


Any application to the Court for the winding-up of a 
Application for winding-jp L.ompaoy under this Act shall be by 
to be made by petition. petition, which may be presented by the 

Company, or by any one or more creditor or creditors, contributory 
or contributorie.s, of the Company, or by all or any of the above 
parties, toge:her or separately. 


The petition must allege facts which, if proved, will justify an 
order for winding up the Company. Every order, which may be 
made on any such petition, shall operate in favour of all the 
creditors and all the contributories of the Company, in the .same 
manner as if it had been made upon the joint petition of a credi- 
tor and a coutributory.f 


JExplanaiion . — Nothing in this section authorizes the presen- 
tation of a petition a member of a Company who is indebted 
to the Company in^espect of a call made or other moneys due. 


132 + No contributory of a Company under this Act shall be 
Contributory when njt capable of presenting a petition for 
qualified to present winding- winding up such Company unless the 
up petition. members of the Company are reduced 

in number to less than seven, or unless the shares in respect of 
which he 13 a contributory, or some of them, either were originally 
allotted to him, or have been held by him, and regi stered in his 
name, for a period of at least six months during the eighteen 
months previous to the commencement of the wind iisg-up, or have 
devolved upon him through tne death of a former hold er : 


* Cf. s. 21 of the Life Assurance Companies Act, 1870 (Stat. 33 & 34 
vict., c. 61). 

t The last para, of this section repealed by Act VI. of 1012 has been 
omitted. > tr j sr 

X Cf. s, 40 of the Companies Act, 1867 (Stat. 30 & 31 Vict., c. 131). 
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Provided that, where a share has, during the whole or anv 
part of the six months, been held by. or registered in the name ol, 
^ contributory, either before or after her marriage, or 

Vni ;i^"/ the contribu- 

tory. such share shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed' 

tory been held by, and registered in the name of, the contribu- 

133. A winding. up of a Company by the Court shall be 

ina ?.n of wind- deemed to commence at the time of the 

ing-up by Court. presentation of the petition for the 

winding-up. 

134. The Court may, at any time after the presentation of the 

tion.““"' 'binding up a Company 

order for windiniy nn hU and before making an 

Comnanv or of an^ be Company, upon the application of the 

Company, upon such terms as the" 

petition aS ^pfnr^^ ’^bo presentation of such- 

provisionally an nffi '^i _^Ppointment of liquidators, appoint 
Company ^ " tbe estate and effects of the 

Cn yP°*^ hearing the petition, the Court may dismiss the 

Court on hearing ^tio^ without costs. may adjoum 

tionallv and mav moi- • bearing conditionally or uncondi- 
deems jusb ^ ^"7 other order ihat it 

Suits t(f an order has been made for winding up a Corn- 

order for windinS^ ‘bis Act, no suit or other 

commenced against the Cnmn?^^'"“ proceeded with or 

Cou„, and snblecr^ th"S?s “rd^TlVtp'r 

c.p'!Lr: r pat t/a 

rj Comp'l^^^rthe Re^istr^r^^^^^ be ?orwa‘;deyby 

make a minute thereof in his book^s XT^g^o 

servants of th^Qjmpany^excemThe^’^ discharge to the 

is continued. P P when the business of the Company 
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138. Such Court may, at at any time after an order has been 

■ Power p£ Court to stay ^ade for winding up a Company upon 
proceedings. the application of any creditor or contri- 

butory of the Company, and upon proof to the satisfaction of the 
Court that all proceedings in’ relation to such winding-up ought 
to be stayed, make an order staying the same, either altogether, or 
for a limited time, on such terras, and subject to such conditions, 
as it deems fit. 

139. When an order has been made for winding up a com- 
Effecfc o£ order on share-ca- pany limited by guarantee, and having 

pital of Company limited by a capital divided into shares, and share- 
guarantee. capital that may not have been called 

up shall be deemed to be assets of the Company, and to be a 
debt due to be Company from each member to the extent of any 
sums that may be unpaid on any shares held by him, and payable 
at such time as may be appointed by the Court. 

140. The Court- may, as to all matters relating to the win- 
Court may have regard to ding-up, have regard to the wishes of 

wishes of creditors or contri- creditors or contiibutories as proved 
butones. Sufficient evidence, and 

may, if it thinks fit, direct meetings of the creditors or contri- 
butories to be summoned, held, and conducted in such manner 
as the Court directs, for the purpose of ascertaining their wishes, 
and may appoint a person to act as chrirman of any sucii meeting, 
and to report the result of such meeting to the Court. 

In the case of creditors, regard is to be had to the value of 
the debts due to each creditor, and, in the case of contributories, 
to the number of votes conferred on each contributory by the 
regulations of the Company. 

Official Liquidators. 

141. For the purpose of conducting the proceedings in 

_ Appointment of official winding up a Company, and assisting 
liquidaton. Court therein, tnere may be appoint- 

ed a person or persons to be called an official liquidator or official 
liquidators. 

The Court may appoint such person or persons, either provi- 
sionally or otherwise, as it thinks fit to the office of official liquida- 
tor or official liquidators. 

. In all cases, if more persons than one are appointed to the 
office of official liquidator, the Court shall declare whether any 
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act hereby required or authorized to be done by the official liquida- 
tor is to be done by all or any one-or more of such persons. 

The Court may also determine whether any, and what, security 
is to be given by any official liquidator on his appointment. 

If no official liquidator is appointed, or during any vacancy 
in such appointment, all the property of the Company shall be 
deemed to be in the custody of the Court. 

A receiver shall not be appointed of assets in the hands of an 
official liquidator. 

142. Any official liquidator may resign or be removed by the 
Resignations, removals. Court on due cause shown. Any vacan- 

filiing^up vacancies, and cy in the office of an official liquidator 
compensation. appointed by the Court shall be filled 

up by the Court. There shall be paid to the official liquidator 
such salary or remuneration, by way of percentage or otherwise, 
as the Court may direct ; and. if more liquidators than one are 
appointed, such remuneration shall be distributed amongst them 
in such proportions as the Court directs. 

143. The official liquidator shall be described by the style 
Style and duties of official of the official liquidator of' the particular 

liquidator. Company in respect of which he is 

appointed, and not by his individual name. He shall take into his 
custody, or under his control, all the property, effects, and action- 
able claims to which the Company is, or appears to be, entitled, 
and shall perform such duties in reference to the winding-up of 
the Company as may be imposed by the Court. 


Powers of official liquidator 


144. The official liquidator shall 
have power, with the sanction of the 
Court, to do the following things ; — 


(a) to bring or defend any suit or prosecution, or other 
legal proceeding, civil or criminal, in the name and 
on behalf of the Company ; 


(3) to carry on the business of the Company, so far as may 
be necessary for the beneficial winding-up of the 
same ; 


(r) to Sell the immoveable and moveable property of the 
Company by public auction or private contract, with 
power to transfer the whole thereof to any person or 
Company, or to sell the same in parcels ; 
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(d) to do all acts, and to execute, in the name and on behalf 
of the Company, all deeds, receipts, and- other docu- 
ments, and, for that purpose, to use, when necessary, 
the Company's seal ; 


(e) to prove, rank, claim, and draw a dividend, in the mat- 
ter of the insolvency of any contributory, for any’ 
balance against the estate of such contributory, and* 
to take and receive dividends in respect of such 
balance, in the matter of the insolvency, as a separate 
debt due from such insolvent, and rateably with the 
other separate creditors ; 


(/) to draw, accept, make, and endorse any bill of ex- 
change, hundi, or promissory note in the name and • 
on behalf of the Company ; also to raise, upon the 
security of the assets of the Company, from time to 
time, any requisite sum or sums of money ; and the 
drawing, accepting, making, or endorsing of every 
such bill, hundi, or note as aforesaid on behalf of 
the Company shall have the same effect with 
respect to the liability of such Company as if 
such bill, hundi,* or note had been drawn, accepted, 
made, or endorsed by, or on behalf of, such com- 
pany, in the course of carrying on the business 
thereof ; 

(g) to take out, if necessary, in his ofBcial name, letters 
of administration to the estate of any deceased 
contributory, and to do, in his official name, any 
other act that may be necessary for obtaining pay- 
ment of any moneys due from a contributory, of 
from his estate, and which act cannot be conveni- 
ently done in the name of the Company ,* and, in 
all cases where he takes out letters of administration, 
or otherwise uses his official name for obtaining pay- 
ment of any moneys due from a contributory, such 
moneys shall, for the purpose of enabling him to 
take out such letters, or recover such moneys, be 
deemed to be due to the official liquidator himself : 


* In s, 144, cl. (/), the word “ hundi " has been inserted by the Re- 
pealing and Amending Act (XII. of 1891). 
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Provided that nothing herein contained shall be deemed to 
^ect the rights, duties, and privileges of the Administrators- 
■General of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, respectively ; 

(/i) to do and execute all such other things as may be 
necessary for winding up the affairs of the Company 
and distributing its assets. 

145. The Court may provide by any order that the official 
Discretion of official liquidator may exercise any of the above 
• liquidator. powers without the sanction or inter- 

vention of the Court; and, where an official liquidator is provi- 
sionally appointed, may limit and restrict his powers by the order 
appointing him. 

140. The official liquidator may, with the sanction of the 
Appointment of attorney Court, appoint an attorney or vakil to 
or vakil to official liquidator, assist him in the performance of his 

duties ; 

Provided that, where the official liquidator is an attorney, 
he snail not appoint his partner, unless the latter consents to act 
without remuneration. 

Ordinary powers of Court . 

147. As soon as may be, after making an order for winding 
of asset's application up the Company, the Court shall settle 

. f contributories, with power to 

y. e register of naembers in all cases where such rectification 
nVthp' rn 58 , and shall cause the assets 

1 iflhilitif >5 0 be collected and applied in discharge of its 

liabilities exisisting at the date of the said order. 

148. In sellling the list of contributories, the Court shall dis- 

t.fcr.dbi't.iL'.""""- 

'K f ■ irioutories in their own right and persons 
?= dSs 01?“ “ of, or"bei„g li^la .0 

149. The Court may at any time after making an order for 
Power of Court to require Winding up a Company, reouire any 

deltver, prop.,,,. contributory for ,he .into b^dug’sSded 0.1 

the list of contributories, trustee, receiver, banker, ^r agent or 
officer of the Company to pay, deliver, convey, surrender, or trans- 
fer, forthwith, or within sucn time as the Court directs, to or into 
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the hands of the official liquidator, any sum or balance, books, 
papers, estate, or effects which happen to be in his bands for the 
time being, and to which the Company is primajacie entitled. 

150. The Court may, at any time after making an order for 

Power of Court to order winding up the Company make an 
payment of debts by contri- order, on any contributory for the time 
butory. being settled on the list of contributories, 

-directing payment to be made, in manner in the said order men- 
tioned, of any moneys due from him, or from the estate of the per- 
son whom he represents, to the Company, exclusive of any moneys 
which he, or the estate of the person whom he represents, may be 
liable to contribute by viitue of any call made, or to be made, by 
the Court in pursuance of this Part of this Act. 

The Court may, in making such order, when the Company is 
not limited, allow to such contributory, by way of set-off, any 
moneys due to him or the estate which he represents, from the 
Company on any independent dealing or contract with the Com- 
pany, but not any moneys due to him as a member of the Company 
in respect of any dividend or profits : 

Provided that, when all the creditors of any Company, whether 
limited or unlimited, are paid in full, any moneys due on any ac- 
count whatever to any contributory from the Company, may be 
allowed to him by way of set-off against any subsequent call or 
calls. 

In the event of the winding-up of any limited Company, the 
Court, if it thinks fit, may make, to any director or manager of such 
Company whose liability is unlimited, the same allowance by way of 
set-off as under this section it may make to a contributory where 
the Company is not limited. 

151. The Court may, at any time after making an order for 
Power of Court to make winding up a Company, and, either be- 

fore or after it has ascertained the suffi- 
ciency of the assets of the Company, make calls on, and order 
payment thereof by, ail or any of the contributories for the time 
being settled on the list of contributories, to the extent of their 
liability, for payment of all or any sums it deems necessary ta 
satisfy the debts and liabilities of the Company, and the costs, 
charges, and expenses of winding it up, and for the adjustment of 
the rights of the contributories amongst themselves. 
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The Court may, in making a call, take inio consideration the 
probability that some of the contributories upon whom the same is 
made may, partly or wholly, fail to pay their respective portions of 
the same. 

152. Tne Court may order any contributory, purchaser, or 
Power of Court to order Other person from whom money is due to 
pajnient into Bank. the Company, to pay the same into the 

Bank ot Bengal, the Bank of Madras, or the Bank cf Bombay, as 
the case may be, or any branch thereof respectively, to the account 
of the official liquidator instead of to the official liquidator; and 
such order may be enforced in the same manner as if it had 
directed payment to the official liquidator. 


153. All moneys, bills, hundis, notes, and other securities 
Regulation of account ^i^d delivered into the Bank of Ben- 

with Court. gal, the Bank of Madras, or the Bank of 

Bombay, or any branch thereof respectively, in the event of a Com- 
pany being wound up by the Court, shall be subject to such order 
and regulation for the keeping of the account of such moneys and 
other effects, and for the payment and delivery in, or investment and 
payment and delivery out of, the same as the Court may direct. 


154. If any person made a contributory, as personal repre- 
Provision in case of repre- sentative of a deceased contributory, 
sentative contributory not makes default in paying any sura order- 
paying moneys ordered. jjy proceedings 

may be taken for administering the property of such deceased con- 
tributory, whether moveable, or immoveable, or both, and of com- 
pelling payment thereout of the moneys due. 


155. Any order made by the Court in pursuance of this Act 
_ , , . . , . upon any contributory shall, subject to 

the provisions herein contained tor ap- 
pealing against such order, be conclusive evidence that the moneys, 
if any, thereby appearing to be due, or ordered to be paid, 
are due, and all other pertinent matters stated in such order are to 
be taken to be truly stated as against all persons, and in all 
proceedings, whatsoever. 


158. The Court may fix a certain day or certain days on 
Court may exclude credi- within which creditors of the Com- 
tors not proving within cer- pany are to prove their debts or claims, 
tain time. qj. jg excluded from the benefit of 

any distribution made before such debts are proved. 
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■ 157. The Court shall adjust the rights of the contributortles 
Court to adjust rights of amongst themselves, and distribute any 
contributories. surplus that may remain amongst the 

parties entitled thereto. 

158. The Court may, in the event of the assets beingjin- 

sufficient to satisfy the liabilities, make 
Court to or.der costs. ^ order as to the payment, out of the 

estate of the Company, ot the costs, charges, and e.Npense3 in- 
curred in -winding up any Company, in such order of priority7as 
the Court thinks just. 


159. When the affairs of the Company h.ave been com- 

^ ^ pletely wound up, the Court shall make 

D.ssoiut,on of Company. that the Company be dis- 

solved from the date of suoh order, anti the Company shall} be 
dissolved accordingly. 

160. Any order so made shall be reported by the official 
Registrar to make minute lic}uidator to the Registrar, uho shall 

of dissolution of Company. make a nfinute accordingly in ins books 
of the dissolution of such Company. 


161. If the official liquidator makes default in reporting to 
Penalty for not reporting the Registrar, in file case of a Com- 
dissolution of Company, pany being wound up by the Court, the 
order that the Company ba dissolved, he shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding one hundred rupees for every dry during 
wnich he is so in default. 


Extraordinary Powers of Court. 

162. The Court may, after it has made an order for winding 
Power of Court to summon up the Company, summon before it any 
persons before it suspected officer of the Company or person 
panyr"^ property of Com- jiHQ^yn or suspected to have in his 

possession any of the estate or effects 
of the Company, or supposed to be indebted to the Company, or 
any person whom the Court may deem capable of giving infor- 
ttaiion concerning the trade, dealings, estate, or effects of the 
Company. • 

If any person so summoned, after being tendered a reasonable 
sum for his expenses, refuses to come ' before the Court at the 
time appointed, having no lawful impediment (made known to the 
Court, at the time of its sitting, and allowed by it), the Court may 

Act VI., 1882.-- 5. 
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cause such person to be apprehended and brought before the 
Court for examination. 

The Court may require any such officer or person to produce 
any documents in his custody or power relating to the Company. 
Nevejihelcss, in cases where any person claims any lien on docu- 
ments produced by him, such production shall be without pre- 
judice to such lien, and the Court shall have jurisdiction in the 
winding-up to determine all questions relating to such lien, 

163. The Court may examine upon oath, either by word of 
Examination of parties by mouth, or upon written interrogatories, 

Court. any person appearing or brought before 

it in manner aforesaid concerning tne affairs, dealings, estate, or 
effects of the Company, and may reduce into writing the answers 
of every such person, and require him to subscribe the same. 

164. The Court may, at any time before or after it has 

Power to arrest contribu- an order for winding up a Com- 

tory about to abscond, or to pany, upon proof being given that there 
remove or conceal any of his is probable Cause for believing that any 
property. Contributory to such Company is about 

to quit British India, or otherwise abscond, or to remove or con- 
ceal any of his goods or chattels, for the purpose of evading pay- 
ment of calls, or for avoiding examination in respect of the affairs 
of the Company, cause such contributory to be arrested, and his 
books, papers, moneys, securities for moneys, goods, and chattels 
to be seized, and him and them to be safely kept until such time 
as the Court may order. 

165. Any powers by this Act conferred on the Court shall 
Power of Court cumu- be deemed to be in addition to, and not 

lative. in restriction of, any other powers sub- 

sisting of instituting proceedings against any contributory, or the 
estate of any contributory, or against any debtor of the Company, 
for the recovery of any call or other sums due from such con- 
tributory or debtor, or his estate ; and’ such proceedings may be 
instituted accordingly. 

Enforce?netii of, and Appeal from, Orders. 

166. All orders made by a Court under this Act may be 

Power to enforce orders. f forced in the same manner in which 

decrees of such Court made in any suit 
pending therein may be enforced. 
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167. Any order made by a Court for or in the course of the 
Ord„™dcin any Coa.t winaing-up of a Company under this 
be enforced by other Act shall bs enforced, in any part ot 
Courts. Briiisb India other than that in which 

such Court is situate, in the Court thac would have had jurisdiction 
in respect of such Company if the registered office of tiie Com-t 
.pany had been situate in such other part, and in the same manner 
in all respects as if such order had been made by the Court that is 
hereby required to enforce the same. 


16S. Where any order or decree made by one Court is 
Mode of dealing with required to be entorccd by another 
-orders to be enforced by Court as hereinbefore provided, d cer-* 
other Courts. lified copy of the order or decree so 

made shall be produced to the proper officer of the Court re- 
quired to enforce the same, and the producrion of such certified 
copy shall be sufficient evidence of such order or decree having; 
been made ; and thereupon such last-menuoned Court shall take 
such steps in cite matter as may be requisite for enforcing such 
order or decree in the same manner as if it were the order or 
decree of the Court enforcing the same. 


.169. Re-hearings of, and appeals from, any order or de- 
. , , , cision made or given in the matter of 

the windaig-up ot a Company by the 
Court may be had in the same manner, and subject to the stme 
conditions, in and subject to wnich appeals may be had from any 
order or decision of the same Court in cases within its ordinary 
jurisdiction subject to this restriction chat no suen re-hearing or 
appeal shall be heard unless notice of the same is given within 
three weeks after any order complained of has been made, in 
manner in which notices of appeal are ordinarily given under the 
bode of Civil Procedure,* unless such time is e-Ntended by the 
bourt of Appeal. 

170. In all proceedings under this Part of this Act, ever/ 
Judicial notice to be taken Court, Judge, and person judicially 
signature of officers. acting, and all other offiers, judicial or 

^'msterial, of any Co.urt, or employed in enforcing the process of 
i y Court, shall take judicial notice of the signature of any officer 

1 any other Court, and also of the official seal of any other Court 

it 

t ' - ■ - ■ - - - 

I Now Act V. of xgo8. — See 3 . 158 of the Act. 
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when such seal is appended to any document made, issued, or 
signed under the provisions of this Pari of this Act, or any official 
copy thereof. ^ ^ 

171. The Judges of the District Courts, who sit at places 
Special Commissioners for more than twenty En'^Iish miles from 
Kceiving evidence. the usual place of sitting of Uie High 

Court, shall be Commissioners for the purpose of taking evidence 
under this Act m cases where any Company is wound up in ^ 
High Court; and it shall be lawful for the High Court to refer the 
whole or any part of the examination of any w-itnesses under this- 
Act to any person hereby appointed Commissioner although such 
Commissioner IS out of the jurisdiction of the Court thaf made 
the order or decree for winding up the Company. 

Every such Cornmissioner shall, in addition to any power of 
summoning and examining witnesses, and requiring the production 
or delivery of documents, and certifying or punishing defaults by 

cTrt Ih " District 

Court, have, m the matter so referred to him, ail the same powers 

filn dpH ^ f examining wiinesses, and requiring the produc- 

and allnwinw^rn f °^i^^^ents. and punishing defaults by witnesses,. 

Court which m^d^ d expenses to witnesses, as the 

Court which made the order for winding up the Company has • 

tmionrS,”..” >0 

last-mentioned Court in sucn manner as it directs. 

l(/2. If any affidavit, affirmation, or declaration required to 
AfiSdaviks, &c., may be S'vom or made under the provisions, 

purposes, of this Pan of this 
xintain, or Ireland, or abroad. Art ^ 

before any competent Court t SWOrn Or made in British 

or person. -India, or in Grtat Britain, or Ireland, 

place under Ihe dominion o? h“, m” jes“‘ta^foSm’ pLns^'before 
SaS™ aafinf^m P'™” '“'“I')- aufhorized 'o^akraS 

ijesty's dominions, all Court" Jud ”e^s ‘Tus?° ’’“r •' 

^cte^ oS sS ■' MshtehSf SSTS 

such Court Tiidff. tf ^gnalure (as the case may be) of any 
nnoended K““.’ “ Vice-Consul aitached, 

declaradon, “ ^any I'er docure„r.o'’b ““s™""''’"’ “ 
of this Part of this Ac° 
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Voluntary Winding-up of Company, 

1 

Circumstances under which 173. A Company under this Act 

Uompany may be wound up , , \ \ \ 

wluotariiy. wound up voluntarily — 

(a) whenever the period, if any, fixed for the duration o£ 
the Company by the articles of association, expires, 
or whenever the event, if any, occurs, upon the 
occurrence of which it is provided by the articles of 
association that the Company is to be dissolved, and 
the Company, in general meeting, has passed a reso- 
lution requiring the Company to be wound up vo- 
luntarily ; 

•{b) whenever the Company has passed a special resolution 
requiring the Company to be wound up voluntarily ; 

(p) whenever the Company has passed an extraordinary 
resolution to the effect that it has been proved to its 
satisfaction that the Company cannot, by reason of 
its liabilities, continue its business, and that it is 
advisable to wind up the same. 

^or the purposes of this Act any resolution shall be deemed to 
be extraordinary which is passed in such manner rs would, if it had 
been confirmed by a subsequent meeting, have constituted a special 
resolution as hereinbefore defined. 

174. A voluntary winding-up shall be deemed to commence 
Commencement of volun- at the time of the passing of the resolu- 

tary winding-up, tion authorizing such winding-up. When 

file winding-up is in pursuance of a special resolution, it shall be 
deemed to commence at the time of the passing, under section 77 , 
of the confirmatory resolution. 

175 . Whenever a Company is wound up voluntarily, the 
. Effect of voluntary wind- Company shall, from the date of the 
«g-up on status of Company, commencement of such winding-up, 
cease to carry on its business except in so far as may be required 
for the beneficial winding-up thereof ; and all transfers of shares, 

‘ except transfers made to, or with the sanction of, the liquidators, or 
alteration in the status of the members of the Company, taking 
r place after the commencement of such winding-up, shall be void ; 

' corporate state and all its corporate powers snail, notwith- 
; that its regulations otherwise provide,- continue until the 

atiairs of the Company are wound up. ‘ 
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176. Notice of any special resolution or extraordinary resolu- 
Noiicc of resolution to lion passed for winding up a Company 
'wind up voluntarily. voluntarily shall he jjiven by adv^-rtise* 

ment in the local ofiicial Gazette, .and aho in some newspaper (it 
any) circulating in the place where the registered ollice of the 
Company is situate. 


Consequence of volunt-ary 
winding-up. 


177. Thu t'oilowing consequences- 
shall ensue upon me volunt.ary winding- 
up of a Company ; — 


(a) the assets of the Comp.any shall be applied in satisfaction 
of its liabilities par/ passu as they exist at ilie com- 
mencement of the winding-up, and, subject thereto, 
shall, unless the regulations of the Comp.my other- 
wise provide, be distributed amongst the members- 
according to their rights and interests in the Com- 
pany ; 

(^) liquidators shall be appointed for the purpose of wind- 
ing up the affairs of the Company, and distributing 
the assets ; 

(r) the Company, in general meeting, shall appoint such 
persons as it thinks fit to be liquidaiors, and may nx 
the remuneration to be paid to them ; 

(</) if one person only is appointed, all the provisions herein 
contained in reference to several liquidators shall 
apply to him ; 

(^) upon the appointment of liquidators, all the powers of 
the directors shall cease, except in so f^r as the 
Company in gener.al meeting or the liquidators' 
may sanction the continuance of such powers ; 


(/) when several liquidators are appointed, every power 
hereby given may be exercised by such one or more 
of them as may be determined at die time of their 
appointment, or, in default of such determination, by 
any number not less than tsvo ; 

(o) the liquidators may, without the sanction of the Courtj- 
exercise all powers by this Act given to the official 
liquidators ; 

(/^) the liquidators may exercise the powers hereinbefore- 
given to the Court of settling the list of contributories 
of the Company, and any list so settled shall be 
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prima-facit evidence of the liability of the persons 
named therein to be contributories ; 

(i) the liquidators may, at any time after the passing of the 
resolution for winding up the Company, and before 
they have ascertained liiey sufficiency of the assets of 
the Company, call on all or any of the contributories 
for the lime being settled on the list of contributories, 
to the extent of their liability, to pay all or any sums 
they deem necessary to satisfy the debts and liabili- 
ties of the Company, and the costs, charges, and 
expenses of winding it up, and for the adjustment of 
the rights of the coinribuiories amongst themselves; 
and the liquidators may, in making a call, take into 
consideration the probability that some of the contri- 
butories upon svhom the same is made, partly 
or wholly, fail to pay their respective portions ot the 
same; 

(j ) the liquidators shall pay the debts of the Company, and 
adjust the right of the contributories amongst 
themselves. 


178. Where a Company limited by guarantee, and having 
Effect of winding-up on ^ Capital divided into shares, is being 
shate-capitat of Company svound up voluntarily, any shaie-capital 
limited by guarantee. have been called up shall 

be deemed to be assets of the Company, and to be a debt due 
from each member to the Company to the extent of any sums that 
may be unpaid on any shares held by him, and payable at such 
lime as may be appointed by the liquidators. 


179. A Company about to be wound up voluntarily, or in 
Power of Company to de- the course of being wound up volun- 
Kquufators^°^'^^ appoint tarily, may, by an extraodinary resolu- 
tion, delegate to its creditors, or to any 
committee of its creditors, the power of appointing liquidators or 
of them, and supplying any vacancies in the appointment of 
liquidatots, or may, by a like resolution, enter into any arrange- 
ment with respect to the powers to be exercised by the liquidators, 
the manner in which they are to be exercised. 


Any act done by the creditors in pursuance of such delegated 
^wer shall have the same effect as if it had been done by the 
'-otnpany. '' 
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1 SO Anv arrangement, which a Company about to be 
.. i, K-n/i:n<r wound up voluntarily, or in the course 
on'Sifo”.' of being wound up volunlarily, shall 

have entered into with its creditors, shall be binding on the Com- 
pany if sanctioned by an extraordinary resolution, and on the 
creditors if acceded to by three-fourths in number and value of 
the creditors, subject to such right of appeal as is hereinafter 
mentioned. 

181. Any creditor or contributory of a Company that has in 

r. c ' nr rnn. manner aforesaid, entered into any ar- 

triKS°o appeal. rangement with its creditors, may, within 

three weeks from the date of the completion of such arrangement, 
appeal to the Court against such arrangement, and the Court may 
thereupon, as it thinks just, amend, vary, or confirm the same. 

182. Where a Company is being wound up voluntarily, the 

, , liquidators or any contributory of the 

coSutoriL T voluntary Company may apply to the Court to 

winding-up to apply to determine any question arising m me 

Court. matter of such winding-upj^ or to exer- 

cise, as respects the enforcing of calls, or in respect of any other 
matter, all or any of the powers which the Court might exercise it 
thejCompany were being wound up by the ‘ Court. Any simh 
application may be made by motion. The Court, if satisfied that 
the determination of such question, or the required exercise ot 
power, will be just and beneficial, may accede, wholly or partially, 
to such application, on such teims and subject to .such conditions 
as the Court thinks fit, or it may make such other order or decree 
on such application as the Court thinks just. 


183. Where a Company is being wound up voluntarily, the 
Power of liquidators to liquidators may, from tme to tirne 
call general meeting. during the continuance of such wina- 

ing up, summon general meetings of the Company for the purpose 
of obtaining the sanction of the Company by special resolution or 
extraordinary resolution, or for any other purposes they tiiink fit. 

In the event of the winding-up continuing for more than one 
year, the liquidators shall summon a general meeting^ of the 
Cornpany at the end of the first year, and of each succeeding )’^ear 
from the commencement of the winding-up, or as soon thereatter 
as may be convenient, and shall lay before such meeting an 
account showing their acts and dealings, and the manner in wbicti 
the winding-up has been conducted, during the preceding year. 



of x882.] 


INDIAN COMPANIES. 


73 


184. If any vacancy occurs in the office of liquidators ap- 

- Power to fill up vacancy PO'nted by the Company, by death, 
in office of liquidators. resignation, or Otherwise, the Company, 

in general meeting, may, subject .to any arrangement they may 
have entered' into with their creditors, fill up such vacancy; and a 
general meeting for the purpose of filling up such vacancy may be 
convened by the continuing liquidators, if any, or by any con- 
tributory of the Company, and shall be deemed to have been duly 
held if held in manner prescribed by the regulations of the Company, 
or in such other manner as may, on application by the continuing 
liquidators, if any, or by any contributory of the Company, be de- 
termined by the Court. 

185. If, form any cause whatever, there is no liquidator 
Power of Court to app oint acting in the case of a voluntary wind- 

liquidators. ing-up, the Court may, on the applica- 

tion of a contributory, appoint a liquidator or liquidators. The 
Court may also, on due cause shown, remove any liquidator, and 
appoint anotner liquidator to act in the matter of a voluntary 
winding-up. 

186. As soon as the affairs of the Company are fully wound 
Liquidators, on conclusion up, the liquidators shall make up an 

of winding-up, to make up account showing the manner in which 
an account. winding-up has been conducted, 

and the property of the Company disposed of; and thereupon they 
shall call a general meeting of the Company for the purpose of 
having the account laid before them, and hearing any explanation 
that may be given by the liquidators. 

The meeting shall be called by advertisement, specif) ing the 
time, place, and object of such meeting, and such advertisement 
shall be published one month at least previously to the meeting in 
the manner specified in section 176 . 

187 . _ The liquidator shall make a return to the registrar of 

, Liquidators to report meet- such meeting having been held, and of 
mg to Registrar. thg date at which the same was held; 

and, on the expiration of three months from the date of the regis- 
tration of such return, the Company shall be‘ deemed to be 
dissolved. 

If the liquidators make default in making such -return to the 
egistrar, they shall incur a penalty not exceeding fifty rupees for 
every day during which such default continues. 
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188. All costs, charges, and expenses properly incurred lii 

Costs of voluntary Hquida- ^e voluntary winding-up of a 
tion. pany, including the remuneration of' tbe^ 

liquidators, shall be payable out of the assets of the Company idr 
priority to all other claims. 

189. The voluntary winding-up of a Company shall not be 

, . , ..... a bar to the right of any creditor of 

Saving of rights of ere i ors. Company to have the same wound 

up by the Court if the Court is of opinion that the rights of such- 
creditor will be prejudiced by a voluntary winding-up. 

190. Where a Company is in course of being wound up 
Power of Court to adopt voluntarily, and proceedings are taken. 

proceedings of voluntary for the purpose of having the same 
winding-up. wound up by the Court, the Court may,, 

if it thinks fit, notwithstanding that it makes an order directing the 
Company to be wound up by the Court, provide in such order, or 
in any other order, for the adoption of all or any of the proceed- 
ings taken in the course of the voluniary winding-up. 

Windmg-up subject to the supervision of the Court. 

191. When a resolution has been passed by a Company to 
Power of Court, on appii- wind up voluntarily, the Court may 

cation, to direct winding-up make an order directing that the volun- 
subject to supervision. winding-up shall continue, but 

subject to such supervision of the Court, and with suen liberty for 
creditors, coniributories, or others to apply to the Court, and 
generally upon such terms and subject to such conditions, as the- 
Court thinks just. 

192. A petition praying wholly or in part that a Voluntary- 
Petition for winding-up Win ding-up shall continue, but Subject to 

subject to supervision. the supervision of the Court, and which 

winding-up is hereinafter referred to as a winding-up subject to the 
supervision of the Court, shall, for the purpose of giving jurisdiction 
to the Court over suits, be deemed to be a petition for winding-up the- 
Company by the .Court. 

193. The Court may, in determining whether a Company 
Court may have regard to to be wound Up altogether by the' 

wishes of creditors. Court, or Subject to the supervision of 

the Court in the appointment of a liquidator or of liquidators, and ii^ 
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all other matters relating to the winding-up, subject to supervi- 
sion, have regard to the wishes of the creditors or contributories 
as proved to it by any sufficient evidence, and may direct meetings 
of the creditors or contributories to be summoned, held, and regulated 
in such manner as the Court directs for the purpose of ascertaining 
their wishes, and may appoint a person to act as chairman of any 
such meeting, and to report the result of such meeting to the Court. 

In the case of creditors, regard shall be had to the value of 
the debts due to each creditor, and, in the case -of contributories, to 
the number of votes conferred on each contributory by the regula- 
tions of the Company. 

194. Where any order is made by the Court for a winding- 
Power to Court to appoint «P Subject to the supervision of the 

additional liquidator in wind- Court, the Court may, in such order, or 
ing-up subject to supervision, Jq subsequent Older, appoint any 

additional liquidator. 

Any liquidator so appointed by the Court shall have the same- 
powers, be subject to the same obligations, and in all respects stand 
in the same position, as if he had been appointed by the Company. 

The Court may, from lime to time, remove any liquidator so- 
appointed by the Court, and fill up any vacancy occasioned by 
such removal, or by death or resiguaiion. 

195. Where an order is made for a winding-up subject to 
Effect of order of Court for Supervision oC the Court, the liquid a- 

winding-up subject to super- tor appointed to coiiduct such wuiding- 

up may, subject co any restrictions im- 
posed by the Court, exercise all his powers, without tiie sanction 
or intervention of the Court, in the same manner as if the Company 
were being wound up altogether voluntarily : 

Save as aforesaid, any order made by the Court for a winding- 
up subject to the supervision of the Court shall, for all purposes,, 
including the^ staying of suits and other proceedings, be deemed 
to be an order of the Court for winding up the Company by the 
Court, and shall confer full authority on the Court to make calls,, 
or to enforce calls made by the liquidators, and to exercise all other 
powers which it might have exercised if an order had been made 
or winding up the Company altogether by the Court. 

In the construction of the provisions whereby the Court is- 
em^wered to direct any act or thing to be done to or in favour 
01 the official liquidators, the expression “ official liquidator " shall 
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be deemed to mean the liquidator conducting the winding-up 
subject to the supervision of the Court. 

196. Where an order has been made for the winding-up of 
Appointment in certain » Company Subject to the Supervision' 

casesof voluntary liquidators of the Court, and such Order IS atterwards 
to office of ofllcial liquidators, superseded by an order directing the 
Company to be wound up compulsorily, ihe Court may, m such 
last-mentioned order, or in any subsequent order, appoint the 
voluntary liquidators or any of them, either provisionally or per- 
manently, and either with or without the addition of any other 
person, to be official liquidators. 

Supphmenlal Provisions, 

197. Where any Company is being wound up by the Court 
Dispositions after com- O'" Subject to the supervision of the 

menccment of winding-up Court, all dispositions of the property 
avoided. qJ Company, and every transfer of 

shares or alteration in the status of the members of the Company, 
made between the commencement of the winding-up and the order 
for winding-up, shall, unless the Court otherwise orders, be void. 

19y. Where any Company is being wound up, all books’ 
Books of Company to be accounts, and documents of the Com- 
zvidencc. pany and of the liquidators shall, as 

between the contributories of the Company, prima-facie evidence 
of the truth of all matters purporting to be therein recorded. 

199. Where any Company has been wound up under this 
Disposal of books, ac- Act, and is about to be dissolved, the 
counts, and documents of books, accounts, and docutnents of the 
Company. Company, and of the liquidator, may be 

disposed of in the following way, that is to say. where the Com- 
pany has been wound up by, or subject to the supervision of, the 
Court, in such way as the Court directs, and where the Company 
has been wound up voluntarily, in such way as the Company, by 
an extraordinary resolution, directs. 

But, after the lapse of five years from the date of such dissolu- 
tion, no responsibility shall rest on the Company or the liquidators, 
or any one to whom the custody of such books, accounts, and do- 
cuments has been committed, by reason that the same or any of 
them cannot be made forthcoming to any party or parties claiming 
to be interested therein. 
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206 . Where an order has been made for winding up a Com- 
. . , ^ , pany by the Court, or subject to the 

Inspection of books. Supervision of the Court, the Court may 

make such order for the inspection by the creditors and contribu- 
tories of the Company of its books and papers as the Court thinks 
just, and any books and papers in the possession of the Company, 
may be inspected by creditors or contributories in conformity witb 
the order of the Court, but not further or otherwise. 

200A.* (/) In the distribution of the assets of any Company. 
„ . . , , , being wound up under this Act, there 

Pmciyoidcbu. shall be paid in priority to ail other 

debts — 

(fl) all revenue, taxes, cesses, and rates, whether payable to 
Her Majesty, or to a local authority, due from the 
Company at the date of the commencement of the 
winding-up, and having become due and payable 
within the twelve months next before that date; 

( 3 ) all wages or salary pf any clerk or servant in respect 
of service rendered to the Company within the two 
months next before the commencement of the wind- 
ing-up, not exceeding one thousand rupees for each 
clerk or servant ; and 

(it) all wages, of any labourer or workman, not exceeding 
five hundred rupees for each, whether payable for 
time or piece-work, in respect of services rendered 
to the Company within the two months next before 
the commencement of the winding-up. 

( 2 ) The foregoing debts shall rank equally among themselves, 
and shall be paid in full, unless the assets of the Company are 
insufficient to meet them, in which case they shall abate in equal 
proportions among themselves. 

(j) Subject to the retention of such sums as may be necessary 
for the cost of administration or otherwise, the liquidator or official 
liquidator shall discharge the foregoing debts forthwith, so far as 
the assets of the Company are and will be sufficient to meet them, 
as and when the assets come into the hands of the liquidator or 
official liquidator. 


* S. 200A has been inserted by the Indian Companies Act (1882) 
Amendment Act (VI. of 1887), s. 1. 
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'■ 201. The liquidator may, with the sanction of the Court 

General scheme of liquida- where the Company is being wound up 
-tion may be sanctioned. by the Court or subject to the supervi* 

-sion of the Court, and with the sanction of an extraordinary resolu- 
tion of the Company where the Company is being wound up alto- 
gether voluntarily, pay any classes of creditors in full, or make 
such compromise or other arrangement as the liquidator may deem 
expedient with creditors or persons claiming to be creditors, or 
persons having, or alleging themselves to have, any claim, present 
or future, whereby the Company may be rendered liable. 

202. The liquidator may, with the sanction of the Court 

„ . where the Company is being wound up 

ower to compromise. Court, or subject to the supervi- 

sion of the Court, and with the sanction of an extraordinary re- 
solution of the Company where the Company is being wound up 
altogether voluntarily, compromise all calls and liabilities to calls, 
debts, and liabilities capable of resulting in debts, and all claims, 
whether present or future, subsisting, or supposed to subsist, be- 
tween the Company and any contributory or alleged contributory, 
or other debtor or persons apprehending liability to the Company, 
and all questions in any way relating to or affecting the assets of 
the Company or the winding-up of the Company generally upon 
such terms as may be agreed upon, with power for the liquidator 
to take any security for the discharge of such debts or liabilities, 
and to give complete discharges in respect of all or any such calls, 
debts, or liabilities. 

203. “ Where any compromise or arrangement shall be pro- 

. posed between a Company which is, at 

Where compromise pro- , 5 ^ , r » L 

posed^ Court may order a COHlEUGnCdllCnt Of this iVct Of tlftcr” 

meetincf of creditors, to wards, in the course of being wound up, 
decide as to such compro- either voluntarily, or by or under the- 

supervision of the Court, and the credi- 
tors of such Company or any class of such creditors, it shall be 
lawful for the Court, in addition to any other of its powers, on the 
application in a summary way of any creditor or the liquidator, to 
order that a meeting of such creditors or class of creditors shall be 
summoned in such manner as the Court shall direct ; and, if a 
majority in number, representing three-fourths in value, of such 
creditors or class of creditors, present either in person or by prosy 


* Cf, s, 2 of the Life Assurance Companies Act, 1870 (Stat, 33 & 34 
Viet, c. 61 )• 
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3 Lt such meetiog, shall agree to any arrangement or compromise, 
such arrangement or compromise shall, it sanctioned by an ordet 
of the Courc, be binding on all such cteditors or class or creditors, 
as the case may be, and also on the liquidator and contributories 
of the said Company. 

204. Where any Company is proposed to be, or is*in the 
D .. V M V course of being, wound up altogether 

Power for liquidators to , l i 

-accept shares, &c., as con- voluntarily, and the whole or a portion 

sideration for sale of pro- of fts business or property is proposed 
perty of Company. transferred or sold to another 

Company, the liquidators of the first-mentioned Company may, 
with the sanction of a special resolution of the Company by whom 
they were appointed, conferring either a general authority on the 
liquidators or an authority in respect of any particular arrange- 
ment, receive, in ‘ compensation or parl-compensation for such 
transfer or sale, shares, debentures, policies, or other like interests 
in such other Company, for the purpose of distribution amongst 
the members of the Company being wound up, or may enter into 
any other arrangement whereby the members of the Company being 
yround up may, in lieu of receiving cash, shares, debentures, policies, 
or other like interests, or, in addition thereto, participate in the profits 
of, or receive any other lienefit from, the purchasing Company. 

Any sale made, or arrangement entered into, by the liquidator 
in pursuance or this section shall be binding on the members of 
the Company being wound up subject to this proviso that, if any 
member of the Company being wound up, vvho has not voted in 
favour of the special resolution passed by the Company of v/hich 
he is a member, at either of the meetings held for passing 
the same, expresses his dissent from any such special resolution in 
writing addressed to the liquidators or one of them, and left at the 
registered office of the Company not later than seven days after 
the date of the meeting at which such special resolution was passed, 
such dissentient member may, by writing addressed and left as 
fast aforesaid, require the liquidator to do one of the following 
things as the liquidator may prefer (that is to say) : either to abstain 
from carrying such resolution into effect, or to purchase the interest 
held by such dissentient member at a price to be determined in 
fanner hereinafter mentioned ; such purchase-money to be paid 
before the Company is dissolved, and to be raised- by the liquidator 
m such manner as may be determined by special resolution. 

No special resolution shall be deemed invalid for the purposes 
of this section by reason that it is passed antecedently to, or con- 
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currently with, any resolution for winding up the Comnmv nr W 
appomting liquidators ; bu., if an order be L*. withta f /ear for 
jvmdmg up me Company by or subject to the supervaon of the 
Court, such resoluuon shall not be of any validity unless 
sanctioned by the Court. ^ ^ unless 


it is 


205. The price to be paid for the purchase of the interest of 
Mode of determining price. c^ssentient member may be deter- 

dispute about the same, su”h dispme sSbe s=uIed“y‘artjitralion 
under the provisions next hereinafter contained. ^ aroitration 


20t3. When any dispute so directed to be settled by arbitra- 

Appointment of arbitrator tiorx has arisen, then, unless both nartio.! 
when questions are to be de- rnornr in OOtn parties 

termined by arbitration. , . ^ ^ appointment of a single 

the other party, shall, by tvrtng'"„de? nf bl'^d™ “J 

appoint an arbitrator to whom sfch dispute' shaU be'retaed!“' 


shall have po7erTo1USrthe“saL^wi,hou" co"""’;" 
other, nor shall the death of e.ther party operate as su“rrev„cLt 

arisen, and after a'^reqiiMt in wdilngto? b'en 

=1 pa,.;ti“Xp'ofu^^s“h“S.- 

pardes, and such ar&trator,Say proS to heL and" d1““ 
matters m dispute ; and, in such case o determine the 

of such single arbitrator shall be final. ’ or determination 


207. If, before the matters so 'referred are determined any 


xr r. , . u- — are determined anv 

suSS?.'" """ or beels“ ‘’J’ '“h't P=ny' die! 

seven days neglect, to act as^arbkrlto"r''X^^^' 
arbitrator was appointed may nominate ’ and 
some other person to act in his place and 
seven days after notice in writing horn the otheV f 
purpose, he fail to do so, the remaTnin- or 
proceed ex park; and every arbitrator <?n °o°k may 

shall have fhe saute pow!!s l„r!whmi.i.. ‘'‘"“‘‘ “ 
former arbitrator at the’^Le of uchZ JS 'M-''" 

as aforesaid. refusal, or disability 
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208. Where more arbitrators than one have been appointed, 

they shall, before entering upon the 
Appointment of umpire. matters, referred to them, nominate and 

appoint by writing under their hands an umpire to decide on any 
such matters on which they shall differ. 

If such umpire die, or refuse or, for seven days, neglect to 
act, they shall forthwith, after such death, refusal, or neglect, ap- 
point another umpire in his place ; and the decision of every such 
umpire on the matters so referred to him shall be final. 

209. The said arbitrators or their umpire may call for the 
Power of arbitrators to call production of any documents in Ae 

for books, &c. possession or power of either party which 

they or he may think necessary for determining the question in 
dispute, and may examine the parties or their witnesses on oath. 

210. The costs of and attending every such arbitration to 
Costs to be in discretion of determined by the arbitrators shall 

arbitrators. be in the discretion of the arbitrators or 

their umpire, as the case may be, 

211. On the application of either of the parties, the sub- 
Submission to arbitration mission to any such arbitration may be 

may be filed in Court. filed in the Court, and an order of re- 

ference may be made thereon ; and the provisions of the Code of 
Civil Procedure* shall, so far as the same are applicable, apply to 
every such order, and to all proceedings thereunder. 

212. Where any Company is being wound up by the Court 
Certain attachments, dis- or Subject to the supervision of the 

tresses, and executions to be Court, any attachment, distress, or ex- 
* ecution put in force, without the leave of 

the Court, against the estate or efiects of the Company after the 
commencement of the winding-up, shall be void. 

Nothing in this section applies to proceedings by the Govern- 
ment. 

213. Every conveyance, mortgage, delivery of goods, payment. 

Fraudulent preference. execution Or Other act relating to pro- 

perty, which would, u made or done by 
pr against any individual trader, be deemed, in the event of his 
t ‘‘^solvency, to have been made or done by way of undue or fraudu- 
lent preference of the creditors of such trader, shall, if made or 

i * Now Act V. of 1908.— Sfiff s. 158 of the Act. 

Act VI., 1882—6. 
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done by or against any Company, be deemed, in the event of such 
Company being wound up under this Act, to have been made or 
done by way of undue or fraudulent preference of the creditors of 
such Company, and shall be invalid accordingly. 

For the purposes of this section, the making of an application 
for winding up a Company shall, in the case of a Company being 
wound up by the Court, or subject to the supervision of the Court, 
and a resolution for winding up the Company shall, in the case of 
a voluntary winding-up, be deemed to correspond with the act of 
insolvency in the case of an individual trader ; and any conveyance 
or assignment made by any Company formed under this Act of 
all its estate and effects to trustees, for tne benefit of all its creditors, 
shall be void. 


Where, in the course of the winding-up of any Corn- 
Power of Court to assess pany under this Act, it appears that any 
damages against delinquent past or present director, manager, official 
directors and officers. qj. liquidator, or any officer of such 

Company, has misapplied, or retained in his own hands, or become 
liable or accountable for, any moneys of the Company, or been 
guilty or any misfeasance or breach of trust in relation to the Com- 
pany, the Court may, on the application of any liquidator, or of any 
creditor or contributory, of ,the Company, notwithstanding that the 
offence is one for which the offender is criminally responsible, ex- 
amine into the conduct of such director, manager, or other officer, 
and compel him to repay any moneys so misapplied or retained, 
or for which such officer has become liable or accountable, together 
with interest after such rate as the Court thinks just, or to contri- 
bute such sums of money to the assets of the Company by way 
of compensation in respect of such misapplication, retainer, mis- 
feasance, or breach of trust, as the Court thinks just. 

Explanation /. — The banker of a Company is not, as such, an 
officer within the meaning of this section. 

Explanation IL — Proceedings cannot be taken under this 
section against the representatives of a deceased officer. 


2i5. If any director, officer, or contributory of any Corn- 
Penalty on falsification of pany wound up under this Act destroys, 

mutilates, alters, falsifies, or fraudulently 
secretes any books, papers, writings, or securities, or makes, or is 
privy to the making of, any false or fraudulent entry in any register 
book of account or other document belonging to the Company, 
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With intent to defraud or deceive any person, every person so 
offending shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which 
inay extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees. 

216. Where any order is made for winding up a Company 
Prosecution of delinquent ^7 the Courc, or Subject to tfie super- 
directors m case of winding- vision of the Court, if It uppe^r in the 
up by Court. course of such winding-up that any past 

or present director, manager, officer, or member of such Company 
has been guilty of any offence in relation to the Company for 
which he is criminally responsible, the Court may, ou the appli- 
cation of any person interested in such winding-up, or of its own 
motion, direct the official liquidators or the liquidators (as the case 
may bej to institute a prosecution for such offence, and may order 
the costs and expenses of such prosecution to be paid out of the 
assets of the Company. 


217.* If any person, upon any examination upon oath 
o „ £ c , -j ^ authorized under this Act, or in any 

affidavit, deposition, or solemn affir- 
mation, in or about the winding-up of any Company under this Act, 
or otherwise in or about any matter arising under tnis Act, inten- 
tionally gives false evidence, he shall be liable to imprisonment for 
a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to 
Sue. 


218. t Where the High Court makes an order for svinding 
Winding-up may be refer- up a Company under this Act, it may, 

red to District Court. if it thinks fit, direct all subsequent pro- 

ceedings to be had in a District Court ; and thereupon such District 
Court shall, for the purpose of winding up the Company, be deem- 
ed to be " the Court ” within the meaning of this Act, and shall have, 
tor the purposes of such winding-up, all the jurisdiction and powers 
of the High Court. a p> J 

219. $ If, during the progress of a winding-up in a District 
Tr^sferof winding-up from Court, it is made to appear to the High 
one District Court to another. Court that the same could be more 
conveniently prosecuted in any otrhet District Court, the High Court 


Cf. s. 193 of the Indian Penal Code (Act XLV. of i860) and ss. 41 
Companies Act, 1867^ 3 °^ 3 * Vict.i c.' 131) res- 
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may transfer the same to such other Court, and thereupon the 
winding-up shall proceed in such other District Court. 


PART V. 

* Registkation-office. 

220. The rigistration of Companies under this Act shall 

Constitution of registra- be conducted as follows (that is to 
tion-office. say) : 

(a) The Local Government may, after the sanction of th 
Governor-General in Council to the creation of anj 
such offices shall have been obtained, from time ti 
time, appoint* such Registrars, Assistant Registrars 
clerks, and servants as it may think necessary fo 
the registration of Companies under this Act, ant 
remove them at pleasure : 

(<J) The ]^cal Government may make such regulationsi 
as it thinks fit with respect to the duties to be per 
formed by any such Registrars, Assistant Registrars 
clerks, and servants as aforesaid : 


For appointments made under the power conferred by this section in— - 
(r) Assam, see Assam List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed, 1903 
p. 181 ; 

Bombay, see Bom. Government Gazette, 1897, Pt. L, p. 1803 ; 
Coorg. see Coorg Gazette, 1904, Pt, L. p. 30; 

Eastern Bengal and Assam, see E. B. & Assam Gazette, 1908 

TT 

United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, see U. P. Local R. and 0. 
Vol. I. j 

Burma, Burma R. Manual, Vol., I., Bur. Gazette, 1907, Pt. L 
P* 24 ) 

N.'W. F. Province, Gazette of India, 1901, Pt. II., p. 1304; 

. . Madras, see Mad. Local R. and O., Vol. I 
For regulations under this section in— ■ 

(r) Assam, see Assam Local R. and O. ; 

Bengal, see Ben. Local Stat. R. and’o. Vol II • 

Bombay, see Bom. Local R. and O. • ' * ' 

Burma see Bur. R. M. Vol. I., Bur. Gazette, 1907. Pt., I., p. *33 i 
Central Provinces, C. P. Local R. and 0.1 
Madras, see Mad. Local R. and O., Vol I • 

Punjab, Punjab Gazette, 1883, Pt. I., p. 489 : 

United Provinces, see U. P. Local R. and O., Vol. 1. 


(2) 

G) 

( 4 ) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(5) 


( 2 ) 

G) 

( 4 ) 

is) 

( 6 ) 

( 7 ) 

W 
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((f)\The Local Government may, from time to time, deter- 
mine the places* at which oEBces for the registration 
of Companies are to be established, so that there be 
at all times maintained, in each of the towns of 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, at least one such 
office ; and that no Company shall be registered 
except at an office within that part of Britisn India 
in which, by the memorandum of association, the 
registered office of tlie Company is declared to be 
established : 


(d) The Local Government may, from time to time, direct 
a seal or seals to be prepared for the authentication 
of any documents required for, or connected with, 
the registration of Companies : 

(^) Every person may inspect the documents kept by the 
Registrar of Joint-stock Companies. There shall 
be paid for such inspection such fees as may be 
directed by the Local Government, not exceeding 
one rupee for each inspection. Any person may 
require a certificate of the incorporation of any 
Company, or a copy or extract of any other docu- 
ment, or any part of any other document, to be 
certified by the Registrar. Tiiere shall be paid, for 
such certificate of incorporation, certified copy, or 
extract, such feesf as the Local Government may 
direct, not exceeding three rupees tor the certificate 
of incorporation, and not exceeding two annas for 
each hundred words of such copy or extract : 


(/) The existing Registrar, Assistant Registrars, clerks, and 
other officers and servants in the office for the 
registration of Joint-stock Companies shall, during 
the pleasure of the Local Government, hold the 
offices, and receive the salaries, hitherto held and 
received by them, but they shall, in the execution 
of their duties, conform to any regulations that^may 
be issued by the Local Government ; 


* instances of notification issued under this clause and clause (a) 
wCoorg Local R. and O., Madras Local R. and O., 1903, Pt. II , Vo, I. 
P- *03, and U. P. List of Local R. and O. ' 

1 . \ notification declaring in the case of Burma that the fees to be 
n this clause shall be the maximum fees allowed by this section ’ 

« Durma Rules Manual Vol. I., Burma Gagette, 1907, Pt. I. p., 136. 
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C?) There shall be paid, to any Registrar, Assistant Regis- 
trar, clerk, or servant that may hereafter be employ- 
ed in the registration of Joint-stock Companies, 
such salaries as the Local Government may, with 
the sanction of the Governor-General in Council, 
direct : 

(A) Whenever any act is herein directed to be done to or 
by the Registrar of Joint-stock Companies, such 
act shall, until the Local Government otherwise 
directs, be done to or by the existing Registrar of 
Joint-stock Companies, or, in his absence, to or by 
such person as the Local Government may, for the 
time being, authorize. But, in the event of the 
Local Government altering the constitution of the 
existing registry-oflSce, such act shall be done to or 
by such officer or officers, and at such place or 
places with reference to the local situation of the 
registered offices of the Companies to be registered,, 
as the Local Government may appoint. 


PART VI. 

Application of Act to Companies Registered under the 
Joint-stock Companies Act. ' 

221 . Subject as hereinafter mentioned, this Act, with the 
Application of Act to Cora- exception of Table A in the First 
formed under Act Schedule, shall apply to Companies 
i8s7orVIl. of i860, formed and registered under Act No- 
XlK. of 1857 and Act No. Vll. of i860,* or either of them, in 
the same manner, in the case of a limited Company, as if such 
Company had been formed and registered under this act as a 
Company limited by shares, and, in the case of a Company 
Other than a limited Company, as if such Company bad been 
formed and registered as an unlimited Company under this Act, with 
this qualification that, wherever reference is made expressly or 
impliedly to the date of registration, such date shall be deemed tq_ 
refer to the date at which such Companies were respectively re- 

* Acts XIX. of 1857 Vli. of i860 have been repealed by Act X.. 
of 1866, s. 219. Table B in the Schedule to Act XIX. of 1857, however, 
remains in force s. 3, supra) and is printed, iw/ra, as Appendix I. to 
this Act. 
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gistered under the said Acts or either of them, and the power oi 
altering regulations by special resolution given by this Act shall, in 
the case of any Company formed and registered under the said Acts 
or either of them, extend to altering any provisions contained iu the' 
Table marked B annexed to Act No. XIX. of 1857 J* shall also, 
in the case of an unlimited Company formed _ and registered 
as last aforesaid, extend to altering any regulations relating to 
the amount of capital or its distribution into shares, notwithstanding 
that such regulations are contained in the memorandum of as- 
sociation. 

222. This Act shall apply to Companies registered, but not 
Application of Act to Com- formed, under the said Acts or either 

panics registered under Act of them, in the Same manner as it is 
XIX. of 1857 or VII. of i860, hereinafter declared to apply to Com- 
panies registered, but not formed, under this Act, with this qualifi- 
cation that, wherever reference is made, expressly or impliedly, to 
the date of registrationj such date shall be deemed to refer to the 
date at which such Companies were respectively registered under 
the said Acts or either of them. 

223. Any Company registered under the said Acts or either 
Mode of transferring of them may cause its shares to be 

transferred in manner hitherto iu use, 
or in such other manner as the Company may direct. 


PART VII. 

Companies authorized to register under this Act. 

224. With the exceptions made in the next following section, 
Companies capable of and subject to tlie regulations therein 
being registered. Contained, every Company, existing at 

the time of the commencement of this Act, including any Com- 
pany registered under either of the said Acts, consisting of seven 
or more members, and any Company hereafter formed in pursu- 
^ce of any Act of Parliament or Act of the Governor-General in 
Council other than this Act, or of Letters Patent, or being other- 


. XIX. of 1857 and VII. of i860 have been repealed by Act X. 

Of 1866, s. 219. Table B. in the Schedule to Act XIX. of 1857. however, 
thTs^Act*" *• ond is printed, infra, as an Appendix to 
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wise duly constituted jby law, and consisting of seven -or more' 
members, may, at any time hereafter, register itself under this' Act' 
as an unlimited Company, or a Company limited by shares, or a' 
Company limited by guarantee, and no such registration shall be< 
invalid by reason that it has taken place with a view to the Com-* 
pany being wound up. 

225. The following regulations shall be observed with resr . 
Regulations as to regis- registration of Companies, 

iration of existing Com- under this Part of this Act (that JS to 
panics. say) : — 

(a) No Company having the liability of its members limited 

by Act of Parliament or Act of the Governor-Gen- 
eral in Council other than this Act, or by Letters 
Patent and not being a Joint-stock Company as 
hereinafter defined, shall register under this Act in 
pursuance of this Part thereof ; 

(b) No Company having the liability of its members limited 

by Act of Parliament or Act of the Governor-Gen- 
eral in Council other than this Act, or by Letters 
Patent, shall register under this Act in pursuance of 
this Part thereof as an unlimited Company, or as a 
Company limited by guarantee. 

(f) No Life-assurance Company existing at the time of the 
commencement of this Act, and no Company that Is 
not a Joint-stock Company as hereinafter defined, 
shall, in pursuance of this Part of this Act, register 
under this Act as a Company limited by shares : 

(d) No Company shall register under this Act in pursuance 

of this Part thereof unless an assent to its so regis- 
tering is given by a majority of such of its members ’ 
as may be present personally, or by a proxy in cases'- 
where proxies are allowed by the regulations of the ' 
Company, at some general meeting summoned for ' 
the purpose ; 

1 ^ 

(e) Where a Company, not having the liability of its mem- 

bers limited by Act of Parliament or Act of the 
Governor-General in Council, or by Letters Patent, 
is about to register as a limited Company, the ma- 
jority required to assent as aforesaid shall consist of 
not leas than three-fourths of the members present, 
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personally or by proxy, at such last-men cloned gen- 
eral meeting. ' > 

(y ) Where a Company is about to register as a Company 
limited by guarantee, the assent to its being so re- 
gist^ered shall be accompanied by a resolution de- 
claring that each '^^ember undertakes to contribute 
to the assets of the Company, in the event of the 
same being wound up during the time that he is a 
member, or within one year afterwards, for payment 
of the debts and liabilities of the Company contract- 
ed before the time at which he ceased to be a mem- 
ber, and of the costs, charges, and expenses of win- 
ding up the Company, and for the adjustment of the 
rights of the contributories amongst themselves, 
such amount as may be required not exceeding a 
specified amount. 

In computing any majority under this section, when a poll is 
demanded, regard shall be had to the number of votes to which 
each member is entitled according to the regulations of the Com- 
pany of which he is a member. 

226 . For the purposes of this Part of this Act, so far as the 
Definition of « Joint-stock same relates to the description of Corn- 

Company.” panics empo wered to register as Com- 

panies limited by shares, a Joint-stock Company shall be deemed to be 
a Company having a permanent pai d-up or nominal capital of fixed 
amount, divided into shares, also of fixed amount, or held and 
transferable as stock, or divided and held partly in one way and 
partly in the other, and formed on the principle of having for its 
members the holders of shares in such capital, oi the holders of 
such stock, and no other persons ; and such Company, when re- 
gi^ered with limited liability under this Act, shall be deemed to be 
a Company limited by shares. 

227. Previously to the registration, in pursuance of this Part 
Requisitions for registra- of this Act, of any Joint-stock Com- 

lon by Companies. pany, there shall be delivered to the Re- 

gistrar the following docum ents (that is to say) : — 

(a) A list showing the names, addresses, and occupations of 
all persons who, on a day named in such list, and 
not being more than six clear days before the day of 
registration, were members of such Company, with 
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the addition of the shares held by such persons res- 
pectively, distinguishing, in cases where such shares 
are numbered, each share by its number. 

{b) A copy of any Act of Parliament, or Act of the Gover- 
nor-General in Council, Royal Charter, Letters pat- 
ent, deed of settlement contract of co-partnery, or 
other instrument constituting or regulating the 
Company. 

(c) If any such Joint-stock Company is intended to be re- 
gistered as a limited Company, the above list and 
copy shall be accompanied by a statement specifying 
the following particulars (that is to sayj : — 

the nominal capital of the Company and the number of 
shares into which it is divided ; 

the number of shares taken and the amount paid on each 
share ; 

the name of the Company, with the addition of rtie word 
“ limited " as the last word thereof; 

with the addition, in the case of a Company intended to 
be registered as a Company limited by guarantee, of 
the resolution declaring the amount of the guarantee. 


228. Previously to the registration, in pursuance of this Part 

' Requisitions for registra- ^^t, of any Company not being 

tion by exisfcing^ Company ^ Jomt-stock Company, there shall be 
not belngf a Joint-stock Com- delivered to the Registrar a list showing 
^ the names, addresses, and occupations 

of the directors or other managers (if any) of the Company, also a 
copy of any Act of Parliament, Act of the Governor-General in 
Council, Letters Patent, deed of settlement, contract of compart - 
nery, or other instrument constituting or regulating the Company, 
with the addition, in the case of a Company intended to be regis- 
tered as a Company limited by guarantee, of the resolution declar- 
ing the amount of the guarantee. 


229. Where a Joint-stock Company authorized to register 
Power for existing: Com- under this Act has had the whole or any 
pany to register amonnt of portion of its capital converted into 
su.ck.nst=.d 0 fsha,„. stock, such Company shall, as .0 Ihe 

capital so converted, instead of delivering to the Registrar a state- 
ment of shares, deliver to the Registrar a statement of the amount 
of stock belonging to the Company, and the names of the persons 
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who were holders of such stock, on some day to be named in the 
statement, not more than six clear days before the day of registra- 
tion. 


280. The list of members and directors and any other par- 
Authentication of state- ticulars relating to the Company, hereby 
ments of existing Companies, required to be dilivered to the Registrar, 
shall be verified by declaration of the directors of the Company 
delivering the same, or any two of them, or of any two other prin- 
cipal officers of the Company, made before a Justice of the Peace 
or a District Judge. 

231. The Registrar may require such evidence as he thinks 
Registrar may require necessary for the purpose of satisfying 
evidence as to nature of himself whether an existing Company 
Company. ^ Joint-stock Company as 

hereinbefore defined. 


232. Every Banking Company existing at the date of the 
On registration of Bank- Passing of this Act, which registers 
ing Company with limited itself as a limited Company, shall, at 
cu^omers thirty days previous to obtaining a 

certificate of registration with limited 
liability, give notice, that it is intended so to register the same, to 
every person and partnership firm having a banking account with 
the Company. 


Such notice shall be given either by delivering the same to 
such person or firm, or leaving the same or putting the same into 
the post addressed to him or them, at sucn address as shall have 
been last communicated or otherwise become known as his or 
their address to or by the Company. 


In case the Company omits to give any such notice as is 
eminbefore required, to be given, then, as between the Company 
arm the person or persons only wtio are, for the time being, interes-' 
e in the account in respect of which such notice ought to have 
een given, and, so far as respects such account and all variations 
ereot, down to the time at which such notice shall be given, 

otherwise, the certificate of registration with 
hmited liability shall have no operation. 


233. No fees shall be charged in respect of the registration 
certain Com- in pursuance of this Part of this Act of 
DanriJ°"' f of fees, any Company in cases where such Com- ' 
y no registered as a timited Company, or where, previously 
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to its being registered as limited Company, the liability of the 
shareholders was limited by some Act of Parliament or Act of the 
Governor-General in Council, or by Letters Patent. 

284. Any Company authorized by this Part of this Act to 
^ , register with limited liability shall, for 

Company to change name, obtaining registration 

with limited liability, change its name by adding theieto the word 
limited.” 

235. Upon compliance with the requisitions in this Part of 
Certificate of registration this Act contained with respect to regis- 

of existing Companies. tration, and on payment of such fees, if 

any, as are payable under the Tables marked B and C in the First 
Schedule hereto, the Registrar shall certify under his hand that the 
Company so applying for registration is incorporated as a Com- 
pany under this Act, and, in the case of a limited Company, that it 
is limited ; and thereupon such Company shalll be incorporated, and 
shall have perpetual succession and a common seal, 

236. A certificate of incorporation given at any time to any 
Certificate to be evidence Company registered in pursuance of this 

of compliance with Act. Part of this Act shall be conclusive evi- 

dence that all the requisitions herein contained in respect of regis- 
tration under this Act have been complied with, and that the 
Company is authorized to be registered under this Act as a limited 
or unlimited Company, as the case may be ; and the date of incor- 
poration mentioned in such certificate shall be deemed to be the 
date at which the Company is incorporated under this Act. 

237. Ail such property, moveable and immoveable, includ- 

Transfer of property to all interests and rights in, to, and 

Company. Out of property, moveable and immove- 

able, and including obligations and actionable claims, as may be- 
long to. or be vested in, the Company at the date of its registration 
under this Act, shall, on registration, pass to, and vest in, the 
Company as incorporated under this Act for all tfie estate and 
interest of the Company therein. 

238. The registration in pursuance of this Part of this Act 

Registration under this Act Company shall not affect or 

not to affect obligations in- prejudice the liability of such Company 
■curred previously to registra- to have enforced against it, or its right 

to enforce, any debt or obligation incur- 
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red, or any contract entered into, by, to, with, or on behalf of, such 
Company previously to such registration. 

239. All such suits and other legal proceedings as may, at 
Continuation of existing the time of the registration of any Com- 

suits. pany registered m pursmince ot this rart 

of this Act, have been commenced by or against such Company, or 
the public officer or any member thereof, may be continued in the 
same manner as if such registration had not taken place. Never- 
theless, execution shall not issue against the effects of any individual 
member of such Company upon any decree or order obtained in 
any suit or proceeding so commenced as aforesaid ; but, in the 
event of the property and effects of the Company being insufficient 
to satisfy such decree or order, an order may be obtained for wind- 
ing up the Company. ■ 

240. When a Company is registered under this Act in 
Effect of registration under pursuance of this Part thereof, all pro- 

Act. visions contained in any Act of parlia- 

ment, Act of the Governor-General in Council, deed of settlement, 
contract of co-partnery, Letters Patent, or other instrument con- 
stituting or regulating the Company, including, in the case of a 
Company registered as a Company limited by guarantee, the resolu- 
tion declaring the amount of the guarantee, shall be deemed to be 
conditions and regulations of the Company, in the same manner, 
and with the same incidents, as if thay were contained in a regis- 
tered memorandum of association and articles of association ; and 
all the provisions of this Act shall apply to such Company and the 
members, contributories, and creditors thereof, in the same manner 
in all respects as if it had been formed under this Act subject to the 
provisions following (that is to say) : — 

(a) That Table A in the First Schedule to this Act shall 
not, unless adopted by special resolution, apply to 
any Company registered under this Act in pursuance 
of this Part thereof : 

. (3) That the provisions of this Act relating to the number- 

ing of shares shall not apply to any Joint-stock Com- 
pany whose shares are not numbered : 

) 

(c) That no Company shall have power to alter any prcvi- 
sions contained in any Act of Parliament, Act of th^ 
Legislative Council, or Act of the Governor-Genera 
in council relating to the Company ; 
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id) That no Company shall have power, without the sanction 
of the Governor-General in Council, to alter any 
provision contained in any Letters Patent relating to 
the Company : 

((») In the event of the Company being wound up, every 
person shall be a contributory, in respect of the 
debts and liabilities of the Company contracted 
prior to registration, who is liable to pay, or contri- 
bute to the payment of, any debt or liability of the 
Company contracted prior to registration, or to pay, 
or contribute to the payment of, any sum for the 
adjustment of the rights of the members amongst 
themselves in respect of any such debt or liability, 
or to pay, or contribute to the payment of, the costs, 
charges, and expenses of winding up the Company, 
so far as relates to such debts or liabilities as aforesaid. 
Every such contributory shall be liable to contribute, 
to the assets of the Company in the course of the 
winding-up, all sums due from him in respect of 
any such liability as aforesaid. In the event of the 
death or insolvency of any such contributory as last 
aforesaid, the provisions hereinbefore contained with 
respect to the representatives, heirs and devisees of 
deceased contributories, and with reference to the 
assignees of insolvent contributories, shall apply ; 

(/“) Nothing herein contained shall authorize any Company 
to alter any such provisions contained in any deed 
of settlement, contract of co-partnery, Letters 
Patent, or other instrument constituting or regu- 
lating the Company, as would, if such Company had 
originally been formed under this Act, have been 
contained in the memorandum of association, and 
are not authorized to be altered by this Act : 

But nothing herein contained shall derogate from any power 
of altering its constitution or regulations which ‘may 
be vested in any Company registering under this Act 
in pursuance of this Part thereof by virtue of any Act 
of Parliament, Act of the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil, deed of settlement, contract of co-partnery, 
Letters Patent, or other instrument constituting or 
regulating the Company. 
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241. The Court may, at any time after the presentation of a 
Power of Court to restrain petition for winding up a Company 

further proceedings* registered in pursuance of this Jrart ot 

this Act, and before making an order for winding up the Company, 
upon the application of any creditor of the Company, restrain 
further proceedings in any suit or legal proceeding against any 
contributory of the Company as well as against the Company as 
hereinbefore provided, upon such terms as the Court thinks fit. 

242. Where an order has been made for winding up a Corn- 
Order for winding up Com- pany registered in pursuance of this 

pany. Part of this Act, in addition to the pro- 

visions hereinbefore contained, it is hereby further provided that no 
suit or other legal proceeding shall be commenced or proceeded 
with against any contributory of the Company in respect of any 
debt of the Company, except with the leave of the Court, and sub- 
ject to such terms as the Court may impose. 


PART Vlil. 

Application of Act to Unregistered Companies, 

243 . Subject as hereinafter mentioned, any Partnership, 
Winding up unregistered Association, or Company, except Rail- 
Companies. way Companies incoroorated by Act of 

Parliament, or Act of the Governor-General in Council, consisting 
of . more than seven members, and not registered under this Act, 
and hereinafter included under the term “ unregisteied Company,” 
may be wound up under this Act, and all the provisions of this Act 
with respect to winding-up shall apply to such Company, with the 
following exceptions and additions : — 

(x.) An unregistered Company shall, for the purpose of deter- 
mining the Court having jurisdiction in the matter of the winding- 
up, be deemed to be registered in that part of British India where 
its principal place of business is situate, or, if it has a principal 
place of business situate in more than one part of British India, then 
in each part of British India where it has a principal place of 
business.’ Moreover, the principal place of business of an unregis- 
tered Company, or (where it has a principal place of business 
situate it\ more than one p art of British India) such one of its 
principal places of business as is situate in that part of British India 
in which proceedings are being instituted, shall, for all the purposes 
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of the winding-up of such Company, be deemed to be the register- 
ed office, of the Company : 

(2.) No unregistered Company shall be wound up under this 
Act voluntarily, or subject to the supervision of the Court : 

(3.) The circumstances under which an unregistered Company 
may be wound up are as follow (that is to say): — 

(a) whenever the Company is dissolved, or has ceased to 
carry on business, or is carrying on business only 
for the purpose of winding up its affairs; 

(i) whenever the Company is unable to pay its debts; 

(e) whenever the Court is of opinion that it is just and 
equitable that the Company should be wound up : 

(4.) an unregistered Company shall, for the purposes of this 
Act, be deemed to be unable to pay its debts — 

(a) whenever a creditor, to whom the Company is indebted, 
by assignment or otherwise, in a sum exceeding five 
hundred rupees then due, has served on the Company, 
by leaving the same at the principal place of business 
of the Company, or by delivering to the secretary or 
some director or principal officer of the Company, 
or by otherwise serving the same in such manner as 
the Court may approve or direct, a demand under 
his hand requiring the Company to pay the sum so 
due, and the Company has, for the space of three 
weeks succeeding the service of such demand, neg- 
lected to pay such sum, or to secure or compound 
for the same to the satisfaction of the creditor ; 

(i) whenever any suit or other proceeding has been institut- 
ed against any member of the Company for any debt . 
or demand due or claimed to be due from the Com- 
pany, or from him in his character of member of the 
Company, and notice in writing of the institution of 
such suit or other legal proceeding having been 
served upon the Company by leaving the same at 
the principal place of business of the Company, or 
by delivering it to the secretary or some director, 
manager, or principal officer of the Company, or by 
otherwise serving the same in such manner as the 
Court may approve or direct, the Company ‘has not, 
within ten days after service of such notice, paid, 
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secured, or compounded for such debt or demand, 
or procured such suit or other legal ptoceeding to 
be stayed, or indemnified the defendant to nis reason- 
able satisfaction against such suit or other legal 
proceeding, and against all co.sts, damage.^ and ex- 
penses to be incurred by him by reason of the 
same ; 

(f) whenever execution or other process issued on a decree 
or order obtained in any Court in tavonr of any 
creditor in any proceeding instituted by such creditor 
against the Company, or any member thereof as such, 
or against any person authorized to be sued as 
nominal defendant on behalf of the Company, is 
returned unsatisfied; 

{d) whenever it is otherwise proved to the satisfaction of the 
Court that the Company is unable to pay its debts. 

244. In the event of an unregistered Company being wound 
Who to be deemed a con- up> every person shall be deemed to be 
tributory intheeventof Com- a Contributory who is liable to pay, or 
pany being wound up.' contribute to the payment of, any debt 

or liability of the Company, or to pay, or contribute to the payment 
of, any sum for the adjustment of the rights of the members 
amongst themselves, or to pay, or contribute to the payment of, the 
costs, charges, and expenses of winding up the Company. 

Every such contributory shall be liable to contribute, to the 
assets of the Company in the course of the winding-up, all sums 
due from him in respect of any such liability as aforesaid. 

In the event of the death or insolvency of any contributoiy, 
the provisions hereinbefore contained with respect to the personal 
representatives, heirs, and devisees of a deceased contributory, and 
to the assignees of an insolvent contributory, sh-all apply. 

245. The Court may, at any time after the making of an 
‘ Power of Court to restrain application for winding up an unregis- 
further proceedings. tered Company, and before making a,n 

order for winding up the Company, upon the application of any 
'( creditor of the Company, restrain further proceedings, in any suit 
or proceeding against, any contributory, of the ' Company, or 
against the Company as hereinbefore provided, upon such terms as 
me Court thinks fit. ■ -* 


1 


Act VI., 1882 —-7, 
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248. Where an order has been made for winding up an un- 
Effect of order for winding ' registered Company, In addition to the 
up Company. provisions hereinbefore contained in the 

case of Companies formed under this Act, it is hereby further pro- 
vided that no suit shall be commenced or proceeded with against any 
contributory of the Company in respect of any debt of the Com- 
pany, except with the leave of the Court, and subject to such terms 
as the Court may impose. 

247. If any unregistered Company has no power to sue and 
Provision in case of un- be sued in a common name, or if, for 

registered Company. any reason, it appears expedient, the 

Court may, by the order made for winding up such Company, or 
by any subsequent order, direct that all such property, moveable 
and immoveable, including all interests, claims, and rights in, to, 
and out of, property, moveable and immoveable, and including ac- 
tionable claims, as may belong to, or be vested in, the Company, 
or to or in any person or persons on trust for or on be half of the 
Company, or any part of such property is to vest in the othcial 
liquidator or official liquidators by his or their official name or 
names; and thereupon the same or such part thereof as may be 
specified in the order shall vest accordingly, and the official liqui- 
dator or official liquidators may, in his or their official name or 
names, or in such name or names, and after giving such indemnity 
as the Court directs, bring or defend any suits or other legal pro- 
ceedings relating to any property vested in him or them, or any 
suits or other legal proceedings necessary to be brought or defend- 
ed for the purposes of effectually winding up the Company, and 
recovering the property thereof. 

248. The provisions made by this Part of this Act with res- 
Provisions of this Part of pect to unregistered Companies shall be 

Act cumulative. deemed to be made in addition to, and not 

in restriction of, any provisions hereinbefore contained with res- 
pect to winding up Companies by the Court. 

The Court or official liquidator may, in addition to anything 
contained in this Part of this Act, exercise any powers, or do any 
act, in the case of unregistered Companies, which might be exer- 
cised or done by it' or him in winding up Companies formed under 
this Act ; but an unregistered Company shall not,' except in ' the 
event of its being 'wound' up, be deemed to be a Company under 
this Act, and then only to' the extent provided by this Part of this 
Act. ' > ' ' ' 
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Miscellaneous Provisions. 


Company not to buy its 
own shares. 


249 . No Company under this Act 
shall have power to buy its own shares. 


250 . Where, previously to the commencement of this Act, 
Saving of existing pro- an' order has been made for winding up 
ceedings for winding-up. a Company under the Indian Companies 
Act, 1866,* or a resolution has been passed for winding up a 
Company voluntarily, such Company shall be wound up in the same 
manner, and with the ‘same incidents, as if this Act were not pass- 
ed ; and, for the purpose of such winding-up, the Indian Com- 
panies Act, 1866,* shall be deemed to remain in full force. 


251 . Where, previously to the commencement of this Act, 
„ . , ' any conveyance, mortgage-deed, or other 

avingo conveyances. instrument has been made in pursuance 

of the Indian Crmpanies Act, i866,* such instrument shall be of 
the same force as if this Act’ had not passed; and, for the pur- 
poses of such instrument, the Indian Companies Act, 1866,^' shall 
be deemed to remain in full force. 


252 . All offences under this Act may be tried by any 

C0B„iz.„c. of offences. Magifflrate of the arst class unless the 

period of imprisonment to which the 
offender is liable exceeds that which such officer is competent to 
award under the law for the time being in forcef in the place in 
which he is employed. When the period of imprisonment provid- 
ed by this Act exceeds the period that ' may be awarded by such 
officer, the offender shall be committed for trial before the Court 
of Session. ^ > r . 


If any offence, which by this Act is declared to be punishable 
Punishment of offences by any penalty, is committed by any 

within f the local limits of the or- 

' ' ' dinary original ' civil jurisdiction of the* 

High Courts of Judicature at Fort William,-' Madras, ^rfd'-Bombaj?, 
such offence shall be punishable upon summary conviction by any, 
“residency Magistrate of the place at which such Court is held. 

• I iS^SS’CrepeaTed^by Hz oCthi? Acf,'sM/rV)'.‘’ ’** 

I The law nowia forceis'contained in' s. 32“of thd'- Code of Ctiminal’ 
Procedure (Act V. of 1898). 
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(2) Every member shall, on payment of eight annas or such less sum 
as the Company in general meeting may prescribe, be entitled to a. certi- 
ficate under the common seal of the Company, specifying the share or 
- shares held by him, and the amount paid up thereon. 

(3.) If such certificate is worn out or lost, it may be renewed on pay- 
ment of eight annas, or such less sum as the Company in general meeting 
may prescribe. 

Calls on Shares. 

' ' (4.) The directors 'may, from time to time, make such calls upon the 
members in respect of all moneys unpaid on their snares as they think fit, 
provided that twenty-one days’ notice at least is given of each call ; and 
each member shall be liable to pay the amount of calls so made to the 
persons, and at the times and places, appointed by the directors, 

(5.) A call shall be deemed to have' been made at the time when the 
resolution of the directors authoTi2ing such call was passed, 

(6.) If the call payable m respect of any share Is not paid before or 
OD the day appointed for payment thereof, the holder for the time being of 
•such share shall be liable to pay interest for the same at the rate of five 
per cent, per annum from the day appointed for the payment thereof to the 
time of the actual payment. ^ 

(7.) The directors -may, if they think fit, receive, from any member 
willing to advance the same, all or any part of the moneys due upon the 
shares held by him beyond the sums actually called for; and, upon the 
moneys so paid in advance or so much thereof as from time to time 
exceeds the amount of the calls then made upon the shares in respect of 
which such advance has been made, the Company may pay interest at such 
rate as the member paying such sum in advance and the directors agree 
upon. 


Transfers of Shares. 


(8.) The instrument of transfer of any share in the Company shall be 
«ecuted both by the transferor and transferee, and the transferor shall be 
'deemed to remain a holder of such share until the name of the transferee is 
. entered in the Register-book in respect thereof. 

Company shall be transferred in the following 


•j ^ consideration of the sum of rupees , . 

paid to me by C Z>, of , do hereby transfer to the said C D the share 

shares) numbered standing in my name in the books of the 

. Company, to hold unto the said C D his executors, adminis- 

tators, and assigns, subject to the several conditions on which I held the 
at the time of the execution thereof : and I, the said C Z>, do hereby 
to take the said share {or shares) subject to the same conditions. As 
witness our hands the day of 

Company may decline to register any transfer of shares 
made by a member who is indebted to them. ^ 
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(II,) The transfer-fbooks, shall be closed during the: fourteen days im- 
mediately preceding the ordinary general meeting in each year. 

Transmission of Shares, 

' (x2.) The executors or administrators of a ^deceased member shall be 

the Only persons recognized by the Company as having any title to his- 
share. 

(13.) Any person becoming entitled to a share, in consequence of the 
death, bankruptcy, or insolvency of any member,* , or in, consequence of the 
marriage of any female member, may be registered as a member, upon 
such evidence being produced as may, from time to time, be required by 
the Company. 

(14.) Any person who has become entitled to a share in consequenCi 

of the death, bankruptcy,. pr insolvency of anymember, or in consequence 

of the marriage of any female member, may, instead, of,, being registered 
himself, elect to have some person to be named by him registered as a 
transferee of such share. 

.v.A (^S»l The person so becoming entitled shall testify such election b) 
executing to his nominee an instrument of transfer of such share. 

(1 6.) The instrument of transfer shall be presented to the Company, 
together with such evidence as the directors may require, to prove the, title 
of the. transferee, and thereupon the Company shall register the transferee 
as a member. 

Forfeiture of Shares, 

(17.) If any member fails to pay any call on the day appointed for 
payment thereof, the directors may, at any time thereafter, during such 
time as the call remains unpaid, serve a notice on him requiring him to 
pay such call together with interest and any expenses that may have 
accrued by reason of such non-payment. 

(18.) The notice shall name a further day on or before which such ca^ 
and all interest and expenses that have accrued by reason of such noa'P^y* 
ment are to be paid. It shall also name the place where payment is to ^ 
made, .the place so named being either the registered office of the Compauj^ 
or some other place at which calls ot the Company are usually made pay* 
able. The notice shall also state that, in the event of non-payment at ot 
before the time and at the place appointed, the shares in respect 0 
which such calf was made will be liable to be forfeited. 

' (*9*) If Ihe requisitions of any such notice as aforesaid are not com 
plied with, any share in respect of which such notice has been given 
at any time thereafter, before payment of all calls, interest, and 
due in respect thereof has been made, be forfeited by a resolution of t 
directors to lhat.effect. 

(20.) Any share so forfeited shall be deemed to be the property of th^ 
Company, and may be disposed of in such manner as the Company * 
general meeting thinks fit. 
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(21.) Any member w^ose shares , have been forfeited shall, nofwith* 
standing,- be liable to pay to the Company all calls owing upon such shares 
at the time of the forfeiture, . 

(22.) A solemn declaration in writing made before a Magistrate that' 
the call in respect of a share was made, and notice thereof given, and that- 
default In payment oi the call was made, and that the forfeiture of the share 
was* made by a resolution of the i directors to that effect, shall be sufficient, 
evidence of the facts therein^ stated as against all persons entitled to suc)\. 
'share, and such declaration and the receipt of the Company for the price* 
of such share shall constitute a good title to such share, and a certificate . 
of proprietorship shall be delivered to the purchaser, and thereupon he 
shall be deemed the holder of such share discharged from all calls due 
prior to such purchase, and he shall not be bound to see to the application 
of the purchase-money, nor shall his title to such share be affected by any 
irregularity in the proceedings in reference to such sale. 

- ‘ .. -j 

' Conversion of Shares into Stock. 

(23.) The directqrs may, with the sanction of, the Company previously‘ 
given in general meeting, convert any paid-up shares into stock. ^ 


(24.) When any shares have been converted into stock, the several 
holders of such stock may thenceforth transfer their, respective interest 
therein or any part of suchJn teres t, in the same manner, and subjecjt to 
the same regulations, as^and, subject to which any shares in the capital of 
the Company may be transferred or as near thereto as circumstances admit, 

(25.) The several holders of stock shall be entitled to participate in 
the dividends and profits of the Company according, to the amount of their 
respective interests in such stock; and such interests c shall, in proportion 
fo the amount thereof, confer on the holders thereof respectively the same, 
privileges and advantages for the purpose of voting at meetings of the 
Company and for other purposes as would have been conferred by shares 
of equal amount In the capital of the Company ; but so that none of such 
privileges or advantages, except the participation in the dividends and 
profits of the Company, shall be conferred by any such aliquot part of the 
consolidated stock as would not, if existing in shares, have conferred 
such privileges or advantages. ^ 


Increase in Capital. 

(26.) The directors may, with the sanction of a special resolution of 
previously given in general meetings, increase its capital by 
the issue of new shares ; such aggregate increase to be of such amount, 
ana to be divided into shares of such respective amounts, as the Company,^ 
m general meeting, directs, or, if no direction is given, as the directors 
think expedient. 

(27.) Subject to any direction to the contrary that may be given by^ 
off sanctions the increase of capital, all new shares shall be 

members in proportion to the existing shares held by them/ 
0 such offer shall be made by notice specifying the number of shares to* 
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which the member is entitled, and limiting a time within which the offer, if 
not accepted, will be deemed to be declined ; and after the expiration of 
such time, or on the receipt of an intimation from the member to whom* 
such notice is given that he declines to accept the shares offered, the 
directors may dispose of the same in such manner as they think most 
beneficial to the Company, 

(28.) Any capital raised by the creation of new shares shall be consi- 
dered as part of the original capital, and shall be subject to the same provi* 
sions, with reference to the payment of calls and the forfeiture of shares on 
non-payment of calls or otherwise, as if it had been part of the original 
capital. 

General Meetings, 

(29,) The first general meeting shall be held at such time, not being 
more than six months after the registration of the Company, and at such 
place, as the directors may determine, 

(30.) Subsequent general meetings shall be held, once at the least in 
every year, at such time and place as may be prescribed by the Company 
in general meeting ; and, if no other time or place is prescribed, a general 
meeting shall be held, on the first Monday in February in every year, at 
such place as may be determined by the directors. 

(31,) The above-mentioned general meetings shall be called ordinary 
meetings; all other general meetings shall be called extraordinary. 

(32.) The directors may, whenever they think fit. and they shall upon 
a requisition made in writing by not less than one-fifth in number of the 
members of the Company, convenne an extraordinary general meeting. 

<33.) Any requisition mads by the members shall express the object 
of the meeting p;oposed to be called, and shall be left at the registered office 
of the Company. 

‘(34O Upon the receipt of such requisition, the directors shall forthwith 
proce^ to convene an extraordinary general meeting. If they do not pro- 
ceed to convene the same within twenty-one days from the date of the 
requisition, the requisitionbts, or any other members amounting to the 
required number, may themselves convene an extraordinary general meet- 
ing* 


Proceedings at General Meeting, 

(35,) Seven days’ notice at the least, specifying the place, the day, and 
the hour of meeting, and, in case of special business, the general nature of 
such business, shall be given to the members in manner hereinafter men- 
tioned, or in such other manner, if any, as may be prescribed by the Com- 
pany in general meeting; but the non-receipt of such notice by any 
member shall not invalidate the proceedings at any general meeting. 

(36.) All business shall be deemed special that is transacted at an ex- 
traordinary meeting, and all that is transacted at an ordinary meeting, with 
the exception of sanctioning a dividend and the consideration of the ac- 
counts, balance-sheets, and the ordinary report of the directors. 
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(37O No business shall be transacted at any general meeting, except 
the declaration o? a dividend^ unless a quorum of members is- present at the 
time when the meetings proceeds to business. Such quorum shall be 
ascertained as follows, that is to say : If the persons who have taken 
shares in the Company at the time of the meeting do not exceed ten in 
number, the quorum shall be five; if they exceed ten, there shall be added 
to the above quorum one for every five additional members up to fifty, and 
one for every ten additional members after fifty, with this limitation that 
no quorum shall in any case exceed twenty. 

(38.) If, within one hour from the time appointed for the meeting, a 
quorum is not present, the meeting, if convened upon the requisition o£ 
members, shall be dissolved. In any other case, it shall stand adjourned to 
the same day in the next week, at the same time and place ; and if, at such 
adjourned meeting, a quorum is not present, it shall be adjourned sine die, 

^ (39') The chairman (if any) of the board of directors shall preside as 
chairman at every general meeting of the Company. 

(40.) If there is no such chairman, or if, at any meeting, he is not 
present within fifteen minutes after the time appointed for holding the 
meeting, the members present shall choose some one of their number to be 
chairman, 

(4^0 The chairman may, with the consent of the meeting adjourn any 
meeting from time to time, and from place to place ; but no business shall 
be transacted at any adjourned meeting other than the business left un- 
finished at the meeting from which the adjourment took place. 

(42') At any general meeting, unless a poll is demanded by at least 
five members, a declaration by the chairman that a resolution has been 
carried, and an entry to that effect in the book of proceedings of the Com- 
pany, shall be sufficient evidence of the fact, without proof of the number 
or proportion of the votes recorded in favour of or against such resolu- 
tion. , ^ 

, ^ poll Is demanded by five or more members, it shall be taken 

in such manner as the chairman directs, and the result of such poll shall be 
eemed to be the resolution of the Company in general meeting. In the 
equality of votes at any general meeting, the chairman shall be 
^ntitied to a second or casting vote. 


yotes of Members. 


P member shall have one vote for every share up to ten^ 

^ b 3 ve an additional vote for eveiy five shares beyond the first ten 

Ka and an additional vote for every ten shares 

beyond the first hundred shares. 


member is a lunatic or idiot, he may vote by his com- 
hu ^ther legal curator ; and, if any member is a minor, he may vote 

y s guardian, or any one of his guardians if mo re than one. 


are jointly entitled to a share or shares, 

the hnU whose name stands first in the register of members as one of 

in recnen/^ shares, and no other, shall be entitled to vote 

in respect of the same. 
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less all calls due from him have beVn paid, and no m^ liT ?"* 

to. vote in respect of any share that he has acquired f ^*1^*^ ®** 

meeting held after the expiration of three Lnths ?rnn, ^h ^ -"; 

the Company, unless he has been possessed of the <,hlr ’ •registration of 
he claims to vote for at least three mnnrKo ‘ respect of which 

the meeting at which he proposes to vote. of holding 

(48.) Votes may be given either personally or by proxy. 

|h. h‘,ii 5 >.TK;‘;oro"' "t' 

Company, ^ proxy who is not a member of the 

registered offiL* o¥^thTSmpany "^oT l^s^thJ^ deposited at the 

valid SJ .H. e,pl, .»°lv'a“SUrS"S. 

form^f- Any instrument appointing a proxy shall be in the following 

^ Company, Limited, 

Limited, and entitled to ’ ® member of the Company, 

point I of ao m„ . votes, hereby ap- 

at the [ordinary or extraordinarv^is iha ™y behalf 

the Company to be held on the^’ j ”*A’' ^^3 general meeting of 

adjournment thereof [or at any meetinp- of fK„ n 

in the ye.r ]. 'a, witness „yL"®f ,5,';' 'l'a‘ may ba bald 

Signed by the said 

m the presence of 


^irsefors. 

shall L LSrai ”3'’K thembscritor' ’(".'1 *”1 director 

, ( 53,1 U»«lldiracL,“a^/L!'r”r"‘‘“ 

of association shall be deemed to be directorr^^'^”^^'^^ memorandum 

for services performed'^^prevfously" t°o ^he'^fi^s't^'”^®’ •■®™“"eration 

deteimined by the Company in gUral meeS^^ meeting, shall be 

Powers of Directors. 

who may pay aU**expen*se 3 [ncu^rpd*^^”^ managed by the directors, 

fore5oin"g Acl^ o? by t'hese artSle^s”""^'"^^^^'?® “company^as are nS.^^the’ 

pany ,n g»„al 
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articleSi to the provisions of ,the foregoing Act| and. to such regulationSi 
being not inconsistent with the aforesaid regulations or provisions, as may 
be prescribed by the Company in general meeting ; but no regulation made 
by the Company in general meeting shall invalidate any prior act of the 
directors which would have been valid if such regulation had not been made# 

(56.) The continuing directors may act notwithstanding any vacancy 
in their body. 

Disqualificaiiott of Directors. 

(570 The office of director shall be vacated — 

if he, or any partner of his, or the firm of which he is a member, holds 
any other office or place of profit under the Company ; 

if he becomes bankrupt or insolvent ; 

’ it he is punished under any of the penal provisions of the foregoing 
Act; 

, if. he is concerned in, or participates in the profits of, any contract 
with the Company. 

But the above rules shall be subject to the following exceptions i that 
no director shall vacate his office by reason of his being a member of any 
Company which has entered into contracts with, or done any work for, the^ 
Company of which he is director ; nevertheless, he shall not vote in respect 
of such contract or work; and, if he does so vote, his vote shall not be* 
counted. 

Rotation of Directors. 

(58,) At the first ordinary meeting after the registration of the Com- 
pany, the whole of the directors shall retire from office ; and, at the first 
ordinary meeting in every subsequent year, one-third of the directors for 
the time being, or if their number is not a multiple of three, then the 
number nearest to one-third, shall retire from office. 

(59*) The one-third or other nearest number to retire during the first 
and second years ensuing the first ordinary meeting of the Company 
shall, unless the directors agree among themselves, be determined by ballot. 
In every subsequent year, the one-third or other nearest number who have’ 
been longest in office shall retire. 

(60.) A retiring director shall be re-eligible. 

(61,) The Company at the general meeting at which any directors 
retire in manner aforesaid shall fill up the vacted offices by electing a like 
number of persons, 

{62.) If, at any meeting at which an election of directors ought to take 
place, the places of the vacating directors are not filled up, the meeting 
shall stand adjourned till the same day in the next week, at the same time 
and place; and if, at such adjourned meeting, the places of the vacating 
directors are not filled up, the vacating directors, or such of them as have 
not had their places filled up, shall continue in office until the ordinary 
meeting in the next year and so on, from time to time, until their places are 
filled up. ' - 
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(63O The Company may, from time to time, in general meeting, in- 
crease or reduce the number of directors, and may also determine in what 
rotation such increased or reduced number is to go out of office. 

(64 ) Any casual vacancy occurring in the board of directors may be 
filled up by the directors, but any person so chosen shall retain his office 
so long only as the vacating director would have retained the same if no 
vacancy had occurred, 

(65.) The Company in general meeting may, by a special resolution, 
remove any director before the expiration of his period of office, and may, 
by an ordinary resolution, appoint another person in his stead. The 
person so appointed shall hold office during such time only as the director 
in whose place he is appointed would have held the same if he had not 
been removed. 

Proceedings of Directors. 

(66.) The directors may meet together for the despatch of business, 
adjourn and otherwise regulate their meeting as they think fit, and deter- 
mine the quorum necessary for the transaction of businesi. Questions 
arising at any meeting shall be decided by a majority of votes In case of 
an equality of votes, the chairman shall have a second or ca^»ting vote. 
A director may at any time summon a meeting of the directors. 

(67 ) The directors may elect a chairman of their meetings, and de- 
'termine the period for which he is to hold office; but, if no such chairman 
is elected, or if, at any meeting, the chairman Is not present at the time 
appointed for holding the same, the directors present shall choose some 
one of their number to be chairman of such meeting. 

(68.) The dirpctors may delegate any of their powers to committees 
consisting of such member or members of their body as they think fit. 
Any committee so formed shall, in the exercise of the powers so delegated, 
conform 10 any regulations that may be imposed on it by the directors. 

(69.) A committee may elect a chairman of its meetings. If no such 
chairman is elected, or if he is not present at the time appointed for 
holding the same, the members present shall choose one of their number 
to be chairman of such meeting. 

(70) A committee may meet and adjourn as it thinks proper. 
Questions arising at any meeting shall be determined by a majority of 
votes of the members present; and, in case of an equality of votes, the 
chairman shall have a second or casting vote. 

(71.) All acts done by any meeting of the directors, or of a com- 
mittee of directors, or by any person acting as a director, shall notwith- 
standing that it be afterwards discovered that there was some; defect in 
the appointment of any such directors or persons acting as afoiesaid. or 
that they or any of them were disqualified, be as valid ?s if every such 
person had been duly appointed and was qualified to be a director. 

Dividends. 

(72.) The directors may, with the sanction of the Company in general 
meeting, declare a dividend to be paid to the members in proportion to 
their shares. 
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(73,) No dividend shall be payable except out of the profits arising 
from the business of the Company. 

(74.) The directors may, before recommending any dividend, set 
aside, out of the profits of the Company/ such sum as they think proper 
as a reserved fund to meet contingencies, or for equalizing dividends, off 
for repairing or maintaining the works connected with the business of the 
Company or any part thereof ; aud the directors may invest the sum sO 
set apart as a reserved fund upon such securities as they may select. 

(75.) The directors may deduct from the dividends payable to any 
member all such sums of money as may be due from him to the Company 
on account of calls or otherwise. 

{76.) Notice of any dividend that may have been declared shall be 
given to each member in manner hereinafter mentioned ; and all dividends 
unclaimed for three years after having been declared may be forfeited by; 
the directors for the benefit of the Company. 

(77.) No dividend shall bear interest as against the Company. 

Accounts. 

(78.) The directors shall cause true accounts to be kept— » 

of the stock-in-trade of the Company ; 

of the sums of money received and expended by the Company, 
and the matters in respect of which such receipt and ex** 
penditure take place ; and 

of the credits and liabilities of the Company. 

The books of account shall be kept at the registered office of the 
Company, and, subject to any reasonable restrictions as to the time and 
manner of inspecting the same that may be imposed by the Company m 
general meeting, shall be open to the inspection of the members during 
the hours of business. 

(79.) Once at the least in every year, the directors shall lay before 
the Company in general meeting a statement of the income and ex* 
penditure for the past year, made up to a date not more than three 
months before such meeting. 

(80,) #The statement so made shall show, arranged under the most 
convenient heads, the amount of gross income, distinguishing the several 
sources from which it has been derived, and the amount of gross ex- 
penditure, distinguishing the expenses of the establishment, salaries, and- 
other like matters. Every item of expenditure fairly chargeable against 
the year’s income shall be brought into account, so that a just balance of 
profit and loss ^ may be laid before the meeting, and in cases where any 
1 em of expenditure, which may, in fairness, be distributed over several 
incurred in any one year, the whole amount of such item 
s all be stated with the addition of the reasons why only a portion of such 
expenditure is charged against the income of the year. 

(8j.) A balance-sheet shall be made out in every year and laid before 

e Company in general meeting, and such balance-sheet shall contain a 
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flumraary of the property and liabilitie:! of the Company arranged under 
the heads appearing in the form annexed to this table, or as near thereto 
as circumstances admit. 

(82.) A printed copy ot such balance-sheet shall, seven days previously 
to such meeting, be served on every member in the manner in which 
notices are hcreinaiter directed to bo served. 

Audits 

(83.) Once at the lea^t in every year, the accounts of the Company 
shall be examined, and the correctness of the balance-sheet ascertained by 
one or more auditor or auditors, 

jgL0S(84.) The first auditors shall be appointed by the directors; subse- 
quent auditors shall be appointed by the Company in general meeting 

(85.) If one auditor only is appointed, all the provisions herein con- 
tained relating to auditors shall apply to him. 

(86.) The auditors may be members of the Company: but no person 
is eligible as an auditor who is interested otherwise than as a member in 
any transaction of the Company; and no director or other ofiicer of the 
Company is eligible during his continuance in ofiicc. 

(87.) The election of auditors shall be made by the Company at their 
ordinary meeting in each year. 

(88.) The remuneration of the first auditors shall be fixed by the 
directors; that of subsequent auditors shall be fixed by the Company in 
general meeting. 

(89.) .Any auditor shall be re-eligible on his quitting office. 

(go.) If any casual vacancy occurs in the office of any auditor ap- 
pointed by the Company, the directors shall forthwith call an extraordi- 
nary general meeting for the purpose of supplying the same. 

(gi.) If no election of auditors is made in manner aforesaid, the 
Local Government may, on the application of not less than five members 
of the Company, appoint an auditor for the current year, and fix the 
remuneration to be paid to him by the Company for his services. 

{92.) Every auditor shall be supplied with a copy of the balance-sheet, 
and it shall be his duty to examine the same with the accounts and vou- 
chers relating thereto. < 

(93.) Every auditor shall have a list delivered to him of all books kept 
by the Company, and shall, at all reasonable times, have access to the 
books and accounts of the Company. He may, at the expense of the 
Company, employ accountants or other persons to assist him in inves- 
tigating such accounts, and he may, in relation to such accounts, examine 
the directors or any other officer of the Company. 

(94.) The auditors shall make a report to the members upon the 
balance-sheet and accounts, and, in every such report,' they shall ' state 
whether, in their opinion,- the balance-sheet is a full and fair balance-sheet, 
containing the particulars required by these regulations, and properly 
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drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the Com- 
pany's affairs, and, in case they have called for explanations or inform- 
ation from the directors, whether such explanations or information have or 
has been given by the directors, and whether they or it have or has been 
satisfactory. Such report shall be read, together with the report of the 
directors, at the ordinary meeting. 

Notices. 

(95.) A notice may be served by the Company upon any member, 
either personally, or by sending it through the post in a letter addressed 
to such member at his registered place of abode. 

(96.) All notices directed to be given to the members shall, with respect 
to any share to which persons are jointly entitled, be given to whichever of 
such persons is named first in the register of members ; and notice so given 
shall be sufficient notice to all the holders of such share. 

(97.) Any notice, if served by post, shall be deemed to have been 
served at the time when the letter containing the same would be delivered 
in the ordinary course of the post ; and, in proving such service, it shall 
be sufficient to prove that the letter containing the notice was properly ad- 
dressed, and put into the post-office. 
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lU. Pr O P E R T Y 
HBLD BY THE 

Company 


Property and Asset 


SHOWING — 

Immoveable property dii>tinguishing — 
(a] Freehold land 
ib) buildings 

(r) Leasehold 

Moveable property distinguishing — 
id) Stock-in trade 
Plant 

The cost to be stated with deduc- 
tions for deterioration in value as 
j charged to the reserve fund or 
profit and loss. 


IV. Debts ow- 
ing TO THE 

Company 


SHOWING — 

1 

I Debts considered good for which the 
Company hold bills or other secur- j 
ities 

Debts considered good for which the 
Company hold no security 

Debts considered doubtful and bad ... 

Any debt due from a director or 
other officer of the Company to 
be separately stated. 


V. Cash an: 
Invest 
ments 


SHOWING- 


The nature of investment and rate 
of interest. 

The amount of cash^ where lodged, 
and if bearing interest 


the foregoing Table A 
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Table b. . 

Table of Fees to be paid to the Registrar of Joint-stock Com- 
PANiEs BY A Company having a Capital divided into Sharks. 


. For registration of a Company whose nominal capital does 
not exceed Rs. 20,000, a fee of 

For registration of a Company whose nominal capital exceeds 
Rs. 20,000, the above fee of forty rupees, with the 
following additional fees regulated according to 
the amount of nominal capital (that ia to say) : 

For every 1 0,000 rupees of nominal capital, or part 
of 10,000 rupees, after the first 20,000 rupees up to 
50,000 rupees 

For every 10,000 rupees of nominal capital, or part 
of 10,000 rupees, after the first 50,000 rupees up 
to 10,00,000 rupees ... 

For every 10,000 rupees of nominal capital or part 
of 10,000 rupees after the first 10,00,000 

For registration of any increase of capital made after the first 
rgistration of the Company, the same fees per 10,000 
rupees or part of io,ooOj,rupees as would have been 
payable if such increased capital had formed part of the 
original capital at the time of registration ; 

Provided that no Company shall be liable to pay, in respect 
of nominal capital, on registration or afterwards, any 
greater amount of fees than 1,000 rupees, talcing into 
account, in the case of fees payable on an increase of 
capital after registration, the fees paid on registration. 

For registration of any existing Company, except such Com- 
panies as are by this Act exempted from payment of 
fees in respect of registration under this Act, the same 
fees as is charged for registering a new Company. 

bor registering any document hereby required or authorized, 
to be^ registered, other than the memorandum of as- 
sociation 

For making a record of any fact hereby authorized or requir- 
ed to be recorded by the Registrar of Companies, a 


Rs. As. P. 
40 0 o 


30 o o 

500 

I 0 0 


500 

500 


TABLE C. 

Table of Fees to be paid to the Registrar of Joint-stock 
Companies by a Company not having a Capit.iU:. divided 
into Shares. 

Rs. As. P. 

For registration of a Company whose number of members, as 

stated in the articles of association, does not exceed 20, 40 0 o 
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For registration of a Company whose number of members, as Rs. A. P. 
stated in the articles of association, exceeds 20, but 
does not exceed 100 ••• ••• 100 o o 

.For registration ot a Company whose number of members, as 
stated in the articles of association, exceeds 1 00, but 
is not stated to be unlimited, the above fee of Rs. 100, 
with an additional Rs. 5 for every 50 members or less 
number than 50 members, after the first zoo. 

For regUtration of a Company in which the number of mem- 
bers is stated, in the articles of association to be un- 
limited, a fee of ... ... ••• ... 400 o o 

For registration of any increase on the number of members 
made after the registration of the Company, in respect 
of every 50 members, or less than 50 mernbsrs, of such 
increase ... ... ••• 500 

^Provided tnat no one Company shall be liable to pay on 
the whole a greater fee than Rs- 400 in respect of its 
number of members, taking into account the fee paid 
on the first registration of the Company. 

For registration of any existing Curapany, except such Com- 
panies as are by this Act exempted from payment of 
fees in respect of registration under this Act, the same 
fee as is charged for registering a new Company. 

For registering any document hereby required or authorized 
to be registered other than the memorandum of asso- 
ciation • •• ^ O Q 

For making a record of any fact hereby authorized or requir- 
•ed to be recorded by the Registrar of Companies, a 
^ee of ... ... ••• .*9 ^ o 


FORM D. 


Form of statement referred to in Part III. of the Act. 

• The Capital of the Company is Rs. divided into shares 

•0^ each. 


The number of shares issued is . Calls to the amount 

per share have been made, under which the sum of 
Rs. has been received. 

The liabilities of the Company on the first day of January (or July) 


Debts owing to sundry persons by the Company 
Under decree, Rs. 

On mortgages or bonds, Rs. 

On notes, bills, or hundis, Rs. 

On other contracts, Rs. 

On estimated liabilities, Rs. 


ihn Company has no capital divided into shares, the portion of 

statement relating to capital and shares must be omitted. 
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The assets of the Company on that day were — • 

Government securities [stating thenx]f Rs. 

Bills of exchange, hundis, and promissory notes, Rs. 
Cash at the bankers, Rs. 

Ocher securities, Rs. 


SECOND SCHEDULE. 

seciion 95). 

FORM A. 

MKMORiVNDUM OF ASSOCUTIQN OF A Co^HPANY LdHTED BY SHARES. 

_Xhe name cf the Company is The Companyi 

Limited.” 

2nd . — The registered office of the Company will be situate in 

3rd — The objects for which the Company is established are 

and the doing all such other things as are in- 
cidental or conducive to the attainment of the above objects.” 

The liability of the members is limited. 

3th . — The capital of the Company is Rs, divided 

into shares of Rs. each. 

We, the several persons whose names and addresses are subscribed, are 
desirous of being formed into a Company in pursuance of this memo- 
jandum of association, and we respectively agree to take the number of 
shares in the capital of the Company set opposite our respective names • 


Names, addresses, and descriptions of 

subscribers. | 

Number of shares taken 
by each subscriber. 

j. A. B. of 

2 . C. D. „ 

3. -E- P .. 

4. G. H. „ 

s. 1 - .. 

6. K L. „ 

7. M. N. „ 

Total shares taken 

1 

1 

Dated the 

day of 



Witness to the above signatures. 


a P. of 
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FORM B. 

Memorandcgvi and Articles of Association of a Company 
UM iTao BY Guarantee, and not having a Capital divided 
INTO Shares- 


Mtviorandxini oj Aziociation. 

name of the Company is “The Mutual Calcutta Marine 
Association, Limited.” 

The registered office of the Company will be situate in Calcutta* 

objects for which the Company is established are “the 
mutual insurance of ships belonging to members of the Com- 
pany, and the doing all such other things as are incidental or 
conducive to the attainment of the above objects,” 

Every member of the Company undertakes to contribute the 
assets of the Company, in the event of the same being wound up 
during the time that he is a member, or within one year after- 
wards, for payment of the debts and liabilities of the Company 
contracted before the time at which he ceases to be a member, 
and the costs, charges, and expenses of winding up the same, 
and, for the adjustment of the rights of cue contributories 
amongst themselves, such amount as may be required, not 
exceeding Rs, 100. 

^ We the several persons whose names and addresses are subscribed are 
desirous of being formed into a Company in pursuance of this memorandum 
of association. 

Addresses t and Descriptions of Subscribers. 

K A. B. of 

2. C. D. „ 

3- E . F . „ 

4. G. H. „ 

5^ /. y. M 

6 . K, U „ 

7. M.iV. 

Doted the day of 

Witness to the above signatures. 

O. P. of 

Ariicles of Associalton to accompany preceding Memorandum 

of Assoctaiwi^ 

\ 

(i-i The Company, for the purpose of registration, is declared ta 
iionsist of five hundred members. 

’Of ^ directors hereinafter mentioned may, whenever the business 
he association requires it, register an increase of members. 
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Defiitiiion of Members, 

{3.) Every person shall be deemed to have agreed to become a member 
of the Company who Insures any ship or share in a ship in pursuance of 
the regulations hereinafter contained. 


General Meetings^ 

( 4 *) The first general meeting shall be held at sue h time, not being* 
more than three months after the incorporation of the Co mpany, and at such- 
place, as the directors may determine. 

(5.) Subsequent general meetings shall be held at such time and place 
as may be prescribed by the Company in general meeting ; and, if no other 
time or place is prescribed, a general meeting shall be held on* the first 
Monday in February in every year, at such place as may be determined 
by the directors. 

(6.) The above-mentioned general meeting shall be called ordinary 
meetings ; all other general meetings shall be called extraordinary. 

(7.) The directors may, whenever they think fit, and they shall upon a 
requisition made in writing by any five or more members, convene an 
extraordinary general meeting. 

(8.) Any requisition made by the members shall express the object 

proposed to be called, and shall be left at the registered 
omce of the Company. 

^be receipt of such requisition, the directors shall forthwith 
proceed to convene a general meeting. If they do not proceed to con- 
vene the sarne withm twenty-one days from the date of the requisition, the 

requisi-ionists or any other five members may themselves convene a meet- 
ing. 


Proceedings at General Meetings. 

o 


Seven days notice at the least, specifying the place, the day, 
and, in case of special business, the general nature 
^finess shall be given to the members in manner hereinafter men- 
tioned, or in such other manner if any, as may be prescribed by the Com- 

non-r eceipt of such notice by any mem- 
ber shall not invalidate the proceedings at any general meeting. 

(u.) All business shall be deemed spec’al that is transacted at an ex- 
traordinary meeting and all that is transacted at an ordinary meetnig, with^ 
the exception of the consideration of the accounts, balance-sheets, and 
the ordinary report of the directors. 


A No business shall be transacted at any meeting, except the 

ec ara ion of a dividend, unless a quorum of members is present at the 
commencement of such business. Such quorum shall be ascertained af 
oiiows, that IS to say : if the members of the Company, at the time of the 
meeting do not exceed ten in number, the quorum shall be five: if thejr 
erxeed ten, there shall be added to the above quorum one for every dve^ 
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additional members up to fifty, and one for every ten additional members 
after fifty ; with this limitation, that no quorum shall in any case exceed 
thirty. 

(13 ) Ifj within one hour from the time appointed for the meeting, v* 
a quorum of members is not present, the meeting, if convened upon 
the requisition of the members, shall be dissolved: In any other casei 
it shall stand adjourned to the same day in the following week, at the 
same time and place ; and, if, at such adjourned meeting, a quorum of 
members is not present, it shall be adjourned sine die. 

(14 ) The chairman (if any) of the directors shall preside as chairman 
at every general meeting of the Company- 

(15.) If there is no such chairman, or if, at any meeting, he is not pre- 
sent at the time of holding the same, the members present shall choose 
some one of their number to be chairman of such meeting, 

(l6.) The chairman may, with the consent of the meeting, adjourn 
any meeting from time to lime, and from place to place ; but no business 
shall be transacted at any adjourned meeting other than the business left 
unfinished at the meeting from which the adjournment took place 

{17,) At any general meeting, unless a poll is demanded by at least 
five members, a declaration by the chairman that a resolunon has beea 
carried, and an entry to that effect in the book of proceedings of the 
Company, shall be sufficient evidence of the fact without proof of the 
number or proportion of the votes recorded in favour of or against such 
resolution. 

(18,) If a poll is demanded in manner aforesaid, the same shall be 
taken in such manner as the chairman directs ; and the result of such poll 
shall be deemed to be the resolution of the Company in general meeting. 

Voies of Members. 

(19.) Every member shall have one vote, and no more, 

(20,) If any member is a lunatic or idiot, he may vote by his com- 
mittee or other legal curator; if any member is a minor, he may voce by 
his guardian, or any one of his guardians if more than one. 

(21,) No member shall be entitled to vote at any meetiog unless all 
moneys due from him to the Company have been paid. 

, Votes may be given either personally or by proxies. A proxy 

shall be appointed in writing under the hand of the appointor, or if such 
appointor is a corporation, under its common seal. 

(23,) No person shall be appointed a proxy who is not a member, and 

e inst^ment appointing him shall be deposited at the registered office 
Company not less than forty-eight hours before the time of holding 

^ meeting at which he proposes to vote. 

^ instrument appointing a proxy shall be in the following 
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Company lUniied, 


I, of I being a member of the 

Company, Limited, hereby appoint , of , as my proxy, to 

vote for me, and on my behalf, at the [ordinary or extraordinary, as the 
case may be\ general meeting of the Company to be held on the 
day of I and at any adjournmenc thereof [or at any meeting of 

the Company that may be held in the year ]. 

As witness iny hand, this day of 

Signed by the said in the presence of 

Direc:ors. 

{25,) The number of the directors and the names of the first directors 
shall be determined by the subscribers of the memorandum of a;ssociation, 

(26.) Until directors are appointed, the subscribers of the raemorandum 
of association shall be deemed to be directors, 

FoeVers of Dinciors. 

127.) The business of the Company shall be managed by the directors 
who may exercise all such powers of the Company as arc not hereby 
required to be exercised by the Company in general meeting, but no re- 
gulation made by the Company in general meeting shall invalidate any 
prior act of the directors which would have betn valid if such regulation 
bad not been made. 

EUctioii 0/ Directors. 

(28.) The directors shall be elected annually by the Company in 
general meeting. 


Business of Conipany. 

\HeYe insert rules as to mode in ^hich business of insurance is to be 

conduciedi\ 

Accounts. 

(29.) The accounts of the Company shall be audited by a committee 
of five members, to be called the audit-committee. 

(30 ) Tne first audit-committee shall be nominated by the directors 
out of the body of members. 

{31 ) Subsequent audit-committees shall be norhinated by the members 
at the ordinary general meeting in each year. 

(32.) The audit-committee shall be supplied with a copy of tho 
balance-sheet, and it shall be their duty to examine the same with the 
accounts and vouchers relating thereto. 

(33*) The audit-committee shall have a list delivered to them of al^ 
books kept by the Company, and they shall at all reasonable times have 
access to the books and accounts of the Company, 
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They may at the expense of the Company, employ accountants or other 
persons to assist them in investigating such accounts, and they may, in 
relation to such accounts, examine the directors or any other officer of the 
Company. 

(34,) The audit-committee shall make a report to the members upon 
the balance-sheet and accounts, and in every such report they shall state 
whether, in their opinion, the balance-sheet is a full and fair balance-sheet 
containing the particulars required by these regulations and properly drawn 
>up, so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the Company’s 
affairs, and, in case they have called for explanations or information from 
the directors, whether such explauations or information have or has been 
given by the directors, and whether they or it have or has been satifac- 
tory ; and such report shall be read together with the report of the directors 
at the ordinary meeting. 


Notices. 

(3S-) A notice may be served by the Company upon any member 
either personally, or by sending it through the post in a letter addressed to 
such member at his registered place of abode. 

. (36.) Any notice, if served by post, shall be deemed to have been 

served at the time when the letter containing the same would be delivered 
in the ordinary course of the post ; and, in proving such service, it shall 
be sufficient to prove that the letter containing the notice was properly 
addressed and put into the post office. 

Winding-up. 

^ (37O The Company shall be wound up voluntarily whenever an extra- 
-ordinary resolution, as defined by the Indian Companies Act, 1882,^ is 
passed, requiring the Company to be wound up voluntarily. 

Names^ Addresses, and Descriptions 0/ Subscribers. 

I. A. B. of ... ... ... Merchant. 

„ 

3. n 

4 - G H. 

5- n 

„ ... 

7. M. N. „ 

dated the day of 18 . 

Witness to the above signatures ; 

O. P. of 


Act VL of 1882, t. e., this Act {supra). 
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FORM C, 


ME3I0RANDUiI AND ARTICLES OP ASSOCIATION OP A COMPANY tlMXTSD- 

BY GUi\UANT£K, AND HAYING A C^VPITAL DIVIDED INTO ShaEES. 

Mmorandum of Associalion. 

zst , — The name of the Company is ** The Hotel Company Limited/' 

and , — The registered office of the Company will be situate in 

Qrd , — ^The objects for which the Company is established are “ the ' 
facilitating travelling in ‘ by providing hotels and conveyances 

by sea and by land for the accommodation of traveilers» and the doing all 
such other things as are incidental or conducive to the attainment of the 
above objects/' 

4 ih , — ^Every member of the Company undertakes to contribute to the 
assets of the Company, in the event of the same being wound up during 
the time that he is a member, or within one year afterwards, for payment 
of the debts and liabilities of the Company contracted before the time at 
which he ceases to be a member, and the costs, chargei, and expenses of 
winding up the same, and, for the adjustment of the rights of the contribu- 
tories amongst themselves, such amount as may be required, not exceeding 
Rs. 200. 

We, the several persons whose names and addresses are subscribed,, 
are desirous of being formed into a Company in pursuance of this me- 
morandum of association. 


JVar/us, Addresses f and Descriptions of Suburibers, 


1. A, B. of 

2. C. D. „ 

3- M 

4. G H. „ 


5* 

6 

7- 


/,y. 


AT. L 
M,N. 


It 

ft 


Dated the day of 
Witness to the above signatures ; 


xS . 


O, P, of 


Articles of Association to accompany preceding Meuimorandant of 

Association^, 

X. The capital of the Company shall consist of five lakhs of rupees^ 
divided into five thousand shares of one hundred^rupees each. 

2, The directors may, with the sanction of the Company in general 
meeting, reduce the amount of shares. 
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3. The directors may, with the sanction of the Company in general 
meeting, cancel any shares belonging to the Company. ^ 

4. All the articles of Table A shall be deemed to be incorporated wit 
these articles, and to apply to the Company. 

Wo tho several nersons whose names and addresses are subscribed, 
agree"^o%akrth?nuK capital of the Company set op- 

posite our respective names. 


Names, addresses, and descriptions 
of subscribers. 

Number of shares taken by each 
subscriber. 

1. A. B. of 

2 . C, Z?. ,, 

3. E. F. „ 

4. G. H. „ 

5 - y- .. ' ' 

6 . K. L. „ 

„ ■ 

Total shares taken 



Dated the day of 

18 . 


Witness to the above signatures ; 

O. P, of 


FORM D. 

Memorandum and Articles of Association of an Unlimited^ 
Company having a Capital divided into Shares. 

Memorandum of Associations 

isi . — The name of the Company is The Patent Company.’* 

_ 2nd . — The registered office of the Company will be situate in 

The objects for which the Company is established are “ the 
working of a patent method of , of which method O. P. of 

f i is the sole patentee.” 

We, the several persons whose names are subscribed, are desirous 
of being formed into a Company in pursuance, of this memorandum of 
association. 
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Names^ Addresses^ and Vescriplions of Subsa ibers. 

I. A, B. of 

3 , C. D. 

3 * B» F» ti 

4 . G. //. 

5* /• y. u 

d aT, L, „ 

7. 

Dated the day of 18 , 

Witnesu to the above signatores : 

(?. R. of 

Ariides of Associalton h accompany ihe preceding Memorandum of 

Associaiio7i, 

Capital 0 / the Comparty^ 

The capital of the Company Is twenty thousand rupaes divided Into 
twenty shares of one thousand rupees each. 

Application of Table A. 

All the articles of Table A shall be deemed to be incorporated with 
these articles, and to apply to the Company, 

We, the several persons whose names and addresses are subscribed, 
agree to take the number of shares in the capital of the Company set op- 
posite our respective names. 


Names, Addresses, and descriptions 
of subscribers. 

Number of shares taken by 
subscribers- 

1. A. B. of 

2 . C. D. „ 

3. E. F. „ 

4. G. H. 

5 - /. y. .. 

6 . K. L. „ 

7. M.N.„ 

Total shares taken ... 




Dated the day of 18 , 

Witness to the above signatures : 

of ' 
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FORM E. 

As REQUIRED BY THE SECOND PaRT OF THE FOREGOING AcX. 

Summary of capital and shares of the Company, made up 

tha da^ o£ 

Nominal capital, Rs. , divided into shares 

of Rs. each • 

Number of shares taken up to the day of » 

There has been called up on each sharcpRs. 

Total amount of calls received Rs. 

Total amount of calls unpaid, Rs. 

List of persons holding shares in the Company on the 

day of , and of persons who have held shares therein at any time 

during the year immediately preceding the said day of , 

showing their names and addresses, and an account of the shares so held. 
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Namhs, Addrkssks, 

AND OCCOPATIONS. 

Folio in register- 
ledger coniaining 
particulars. 

Surname. 

Christian 

name. 

Address. 

Occupation. 
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[Act VI- 


APPENDIX L 

{Table D in Schedule to Act XiX. of 

Regulations fok i\rANAGEMENT of the Company. 

Shares. 

1. No person shall be deemed to have accepted any share in the Cora- 
any unless be has testified his acceptance thereof by writing under his 

band in such form as the Company, from time to time, directs. 

2. The Company may. from time to time, make such calls upon the 
shareholders, in respect of all moneys unpaid on their shares, as they think 
fit, provided. that twenty-one days’ notice at least is given of each call; and 
each shareholder shall be liable to pay the amount of calls so made to the 
persons, and at the times and places, appointed by the Company. 

3. A call shall be deemed to have been made at the time when the re- 
solution authorizing such call was passed 

4. If, before or on the day appoi riled for payment, any shareholder 
does not pay the amount of any call to wnich he is liable, then such 
shareholder shall be liable to pay interest for the same at the rate of 5 per 
cent, per annum from the day appointed for the payment thereof to th 
time of the actual payment. 

5^ The Company may, if they think fit, receive from any of the share- 
holders willing to advance the same, all or any part of the moneys due upon 
their respective .shares beyond the sums actually called for; and upon the 
mon ®ys so paid in advance, or so much thereof as from time to time exceeds 
the amount of the calls then made upon the shares in respect of which such 
advance has been made, the Company may pay interest at such rate as the 
shareholder paying such sum in advance and the Company agree upon. 

6. If several persons are registered as joint holders of any share, any 
one of such peisons may give effectual receipts for any dividend payable in 
respect of such share. 

7. The Company inay decline to register any transfer of shares made 
by a shareholder who is indebted to them. 

8. Every shareholder shall, on payment of such sum not exceeding 
eight annas as the Company may prescribe, be entitled to a certificate, under 
the common seal of the Comoany, specifying the share or shares held by 
him, and the amount paid up thereon. 

9. If such certificate is worn out or lost, it may be renewed on pay- 
ment of such sum, not exceeding eight annas, as the Company may 
prescribe, 

10. The transfer books shall be closed during the fourteen days im- 
mediately preceding the ordinary general meeting in each year. 


* See s. 2 (e) of the Indian Companies Act (VI. of 1S82), supra, p. 10. 
The table is reproduced here as an Appendix to Act VI. of 1S82 for con- 
venience of reference. 
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SCH. TO ACT XIX,, 1857. 

Transmissiottj of Shares. 

11. The executors, or administrators, or representatives, of a deceased 
shareholder shall be the only persons recognized by the company as having 
any title to his share. 

12. Any person becoming entitled to a share in consequence of the 
death, bankruptcy, or insolvency of any shareholder, or, in consequence of 
the marriage of any female shareholder, or in any way other than by trans- 
fer, may be registered as a shareholder upon such evidence being produced 
as may, from time to time, be required by the Company. 

13. Any person who has become entitled to a share in any way other 
than by transfer may, instead of being registered himself, elect to have some 
person to be named by him registered as a holder of such share. 

14. The person so becoming entitled shall testify such election by ex- 
ecuting to his nominee a transfer of such share. 

15. The instrument of transfer shall be presented to the Company ac- 
companied with such evidence as they may require to prove the title of the 
transferor, and thereupon the Company shall register the transferee as a 
shareholder 

Forfeiture of Shares. 

\ 6 . If any shareholder fails to pay any call due on the appointed day, 
the Company may, at any time threafter during such time as the Crtll re- 
mains unpaid, serve a notice on him requiring him to pay such call, to- 
gether with any interest that may have accrued by reason of such non-pay- 
ment. 

17. The notice shall name a further date, and a place or places, being 
a place or places at which calls of the Company are usually made, payable 
on and at which such call is to be paid; it shall also state that, in the event 
of non-payment at the time and place appointed, the shares in respect of 
which such call was made will be liable to be forfeited. 

18. If tho requisitions of any such notice as aforesaid are not complied 
, with, any share in respect of which such notice has been given may be 

forfeited by a resolution of the directors to that effect. 

19. Any shares so forfeited shall be deemed to be the property of the 
Company, and may be disposed of in such manner as the Company thinks 
fit. 

20. Any shareholder whose shares have been forfeited shall, notwith- 
standing, be liable to pay to the Company all calls owing upon such shares 
at the time of the forfeiture. 

Increase in Capital. 

^ 21, The Company may, with the sanction of the Company previously 

given m general meeting, increase its capital. 

22. Any capital raised by the creation of new shares shall be considered 
in original capital, and shall be subject to the same provisions 

ail respects, whether with reference to the payment of calls, or the for- 

Act VL, 9. 
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feiture of shares on non*payment of calls or otherwise, as if it had been part 
of the original capitah 


Gentral jMnlings^ 

23. The first general meeting shall be held at such time, not being 
more than twelve months after the incorporation of the Company, and at 
such place as the directors may determine. 

24. Subsequent general meetings shall be held at such time and olace 
as may be prescribed by the Company in general meeting ; and, if no other 
time or place prescrioed, a general meeting shall be held on the first 
Monday in February" ’’ in every year, at such place as may be determined 
by the directors. 

25. The above-mentioned general meetings shall be called ordinary 
meetings ; all other general meetings shall be called extraordinary. 

25. The directors may, whenever they think fir, and they shall upon 
a requisition made in writing by any number of shareholders holding in 
the aggregate not less than one-fifth part of the shares of the Company, 
convene an extraordinary general meeting. 

27. Anv requisition so made by the shareholders shall express the ob- 
ject of the meeting proposed to be called, and shall be left at the registered 
office of the Company. 

2S. Upon the receipt of such requisition, the directors shall forthwith 
proceed to convene a general meeting ; if they do not proceed to convent 
the same within twenty one days from the date of the requisition, the 
requisitionists, or any other shareholders holding the required number of 
shares, may themselves convene a meeting, 

29. Jeven days^ notice at the least, specifying the place, the time, the 
hour of meeting, and the purpose for which any general meeting is to be 
held, shall be given by advertisement, or in such other manner (if any) as 
may be prescribed by the Company. 

30. Any shareholder may, on giving not less than three days^ previous 
notice, submit any resolution to a meeting beyound the matters contained 
in the notice given of such meeting. 

31. The notice required of a shareholder shall be given by leaving a 
copy of the resolution at the registered office of the Company. 

32. No business shall be transacted at any meeting, except the declara- 
tion of a dividend, unless a quorum of shareholders is present at the com- 
mencement of such business ; and such quorum shall be ascertained as 
follows (that is to say) the shareholders belonging to the Company at 
the time of the meeting do not exceed ten in number, the quorum shall be 
five ; if they exceed ten, there shall be added to the above quorum one for 
every five additional shareholders up to fifty, and one for every ten addi- 
tional shareholders after fifty with this limitation that it shall not be neces- 
sary for any quorum in any case to exceed forty. 


* The portion quoted had originally been as follows ; 


day of 
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33. Ifi within one hour from the time appointed for the meeting, the 
tequiied number of shareholders is not present, the meeting, if convened 
upon the requisition of the shareholders, shall be dissolved ; in any other 
case it shall stand adjourned to the following day at the same time and 
place; and if at such adjourned meeting, the required number of share- 
holders is not present, it shall be adjourned sine die. 

34 The chairman (if any) of the Board of Directors shall preside as 
chairman at every meeting of the Company. 

35. If there is no such chairman, or if at any meeting he is not present 
at the time of holding the same, the shareholders present shall choose 
some one of their number to be chairman of such meeting. 

36. The chairman may, with the consent of the meeting, adjourn any 
meeting from time to time and from place to place, but no business shall 
be transacted at any adjourned meeting other than the business left un- 
finished at the meeting from which the adjournment took place, 

37 At any general meeting unless a poll is demanded by at least five 
shareholders, a declaration by the chairman that a resolution has been 
carried, and an entry to that effect in the book of proceedings of the Com- 
pany, shall be sufficient evidence of the fact, without pruof of the number 
or proportion of the votes recorded in favour of or against such resolution. 

38. If a poll is demanded in manner aforesaid, the same shall be taken 
in such manner as the chairman directs ; and the result ot such poll shall 
be deemed to be the resolution of the Company in general meeting. 

Voies of Shareholders. 

39. Every shareholder shall have one vote for every share up to ten ; 
he shall have an additional vote for every five shares beyond the first ten 
shares up to one hundred, and an additional vote for every ten shares held 
by him beyond the first hundred shares. 

40. If any shareholder is a lunatic or idiot, he may vote by his com, 
mittee; and, if any shareholder is a minor, he may vote by his guardian- 
or any one of his guardians if more than one. 

41. If more persons than one are jointly entitled to a share or shares, 
the person whose name stands first in the register of shareholders as one 
of the holders of such share or shares, and no other, shall be entitled to 
vote in respect of rhe same. 

42 No shareholder shall be entitled to vote at any meeting unless all 
calls due from him have been paid, nor until he shall have been possessed 
of his shares three calendar months, unless such shares shall have been ac- 
quired or shall have come by bequest, or by marriage, or by succession to 
an intestate's estate, or by any deed of settlement after the death of any 
person who shall have been entitled for life to the dividends of such shares. 

43* Votes may be given either personally or by proxies; a proxy shall 
be appointed in writing under the hand of the appointor, or, if such ap- 
pointor is a corporation, under their common seal. 

A P^^^son shall be appointed a proxy who is not a shareholder, 

na the instrument appointing him shall be deposited at the registered 
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office of the Company not less than forty-eight hours before the time of 
bolding the meeting at which he proposes to vote; but no instrument ap- 
pointing a proxy shall be valid after the expiration of one month from the 
date ot Its execution. 


/Jir^c/ors, 

U ,i¥’ J!?''* directors, and the names of the first directors, 

shall be detenn.ned by the subscribers of the memorandum of Association. 

46. Until directors are appointed, the subscribers of the Memorandum 
of Association shall, for all the purposes of this Act, be deemed to be- 
directors. 


Powers oj Directors, 

47- The business of the Company shall be managed by the directors, 
who may exercise a 1 such powers of the Company as are not by this Act,* 
or by the articles of Association (if any), declared to be exercisable by the 
Company in general meeting, subject nev.rtheless to any regulations of 
the Articles of Association to the provisions of this Act,* and to such- 
regulations. not being inconsistent with the aforesaid reguffitions or provi- 

re?alat1 L”’m{d? the Company in general meeting; but no- 
nrfor Company in general meeting shall invalidate any 

had not been madr " 

■Dii^iidlificaiion 0/ Directors, 

48. The office of director shall be vacated— 

if he holds auy other office or place of profit under the Company; 

if he becomes bankrupt or insolvent ■ 

the Company'?"''^'”^^ in the profits of, any contract with 

if he participates in the profits of any work done for the Company. 

that n^dmLt?r°shair^Sc2e”hi^oSe? following exceptions; 

holder in anv inrnmrti-afrsri odice by reason of his being a share- 

or done any work for thf^ which has entered into contracts with 

he Shan no? vo?e in espeef rL'c? 
vote, his vote shaU not ^be 

ceeding five hundred rupees. ^ ^ 


Potation of Directors^ 


panv incorporation of the Com- 

Sfnarv jSnl shall retire from office ; and, at the first 

ordinary meeting m every subsequent year, one-third of the directors for 


♦ Should now be read as referring to Act VI. of 1882, su^ra. 
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the time being, or, if their number is not a multiple of three, then the number 
nearest to one-third, shall retire from office. 

50. The one-third or other nearest number to retire during the first 
and second years ensuing the incorporation o£ the Company shall, unless 
the directors agree among themselves, be determined by ballot ; in every 
subsequent year the one-third or other nearest number who have been 
longest in office shall retire. 

51. A retiring director shall be re-eligible. 

52. The Company, at the general meeting at which any directors retire 
in manner aforesaid, shall fill up the vacated offices by electing a like 
number of persons. ' 

53. If, at any meeting at which an election of directors ought to take 
place, no such election is made, the meeting shall stand adjourned till the 
next day, at the same time and place ; and, if, at such adjourned meeting, 
no election takes place, the former directors shall continue to act until new 
directors are appointed at the first ordinary meeting of the following year. 

54. The Company may from time to time, in general meeting, increase 
or reduce the number of directors, and may also determine in what [rota- 
tions such increased or reduced number is to go out of office. 

55. Any casual vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors may be 
filled up by the directors ; but any person so chosen shall retain his 
office so long only as the vacating director would have retained the same 
u no vacancy had occurred. 


Proceedings of Directors, 

56. The directors may meet together for the despatch of business, 
adjourn and otherwise regulate their meetings as they think fit, and deter- 
mine the quorum necessary for the transaction of business ; questions 
arising at any meeting shall be decided by a majority of votes ; in case of 
an equality of votes, the chairman, in addition to his original vote, shall 
have a casting vote ; a director may at any time summon a meeting of the 
directors. 


57* The directors may elect a chairman of" their meetings, and deter- 
mine the period for which he is to hold office ; but, if no such chairman 
IS elected, or if, at any meeting, the chairman is not present at the time 
appointed for holding the same, the directors present shall choose some 
one of their number to be chairman of such meeting, 

SS- The directors may delegate any of their powers to committees 
consisting^ of such member or members of their body as they think fit : 
uny committees so forrned shall, in the exercise of the powers so delegated, 
conform to any regulations that may be imposed on them by the directors. 


, committee may elect a chairman of their meetings if no such 

elected, or. if he is not present at the time appointed for 
I. ^ same, the members present shall choose one of their number 

to be chairman of such meeting. 


^ committee may meet and adjourn as they think nroDer. 
s 10ns at any meeting shall be determined by a majority of votes of \he 
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aiembers present ; and, in case of an equal division of votes, the chairman 
shall have a casting vote. 

6i. All acts done by any meeting of the directors, or of 3 committee 
of directors, or by any person acting as a diP'ctor, shall, notwithstanding 
that it be afterwards discovered that there was some defect in the ap- 
pointment of any such directors or persons acting as aforesaid, or that they 
or any of them were disqualified, be as valid ns if every such person had 
been duly appointed and was qualified to be a director, 

63. The directors shall cause minutes to be made in books provided^ 
for the purpose — 

(1) of all appointments of officers made by the directors ; 

(2) of the names of the directors present at each meeting of directors 
and committees of directors ; 

(3) of all orders made by the directors and commitees of directors 
and 

(4) of all resolutions and proceedings of meetings of the Compan/j. 
and of the directors and committees of directors. 

And any such minute as aforesaid, if signed by any person purporting 
to be the chairman of any meeting of directors, or committee of directors, 
shall be receivable in evidence without any further proof. 

63. The Company, in general meeting, may, by a special resolution, 
remove anv director before the expiration of his period of office, and ap^ 
point another qualified person in his stead ; the person so appointed shall 
hold office during such time only as the director in whose place he 
appointed would have held the same if he had not been removed. 

Dividends. 

64. The directors may, with the sanction of the Company in general 
meeting, declare a dividend to be paid to the shareholders in proportion 
to their shares, 

65. The directors may, before recommending any dividend, set aside 

out of the profits of the Company such sum as they think proper as a 
reserved fund to meet contingencies, or for equalizing dividends, or for 
repairing or maintaining the works connected with the business of the 
Company, or any part thereof ; and the director.s may invest the sum so- 
set apart as a reserved fund upon such securities as they, with the sanction 
of the Company, may select. 4% ^ 

66 . The directors may deduct from the dividends payable to any 
shareholder all such sums of money as may be due from him to the Com^ 
pany on account of calls or otherwise. 

67. Notice of any dividend that may have been declared shall be given 
to each shareholder, fir sent by post or otherwise to his registered place 
of abode; and all dividends unclaimed for three years, after having been 
declared, may be forfeited by the directors for the benefit of the Company* 

68. No dividend shall bear interest as against the Company. 
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Accounts, 

6 g. Once at the leastjin eveiy year, the directors shall lay before the 
Company in general meeting a statement of the income and expenditure 
for the past” year, made up to a date not more than three months before 
such meeting, 

70. The statement so made shall show, arranged under the most 
convenient heads, the amount of gross income, distinguishing the several 
sources from which it has been derived, and the amount of gross ex- 
penditure, distinguishing the expense of the establishment, salaries, and 
other like matters, every item of expenditure fairly chargeable against the 
yearns income shall be brought into account, so that a just balance of profit 
and loss may be laid before the meeting: and in cases where any item 
of expenditure, which may, in fairness, be' distributed over several years, 
has been incurred in any one year, the whole amount of such item shall be 
stated, with the addition of the reasons why only a portion of such ex- 
penditure is charged against the income of the year. 

71. A balance-sheet shall be made out in every year, and laid before 
the general meeting of the Company, and such balance-sheet shall contain 
a summary of the property and liabilities of the Company arranged under 
the heads appearing in the form annexed to this table, or as near thereto 
as circumstances admit. 

72. A printed copy of such balance-sheet shall, seven days previously 
to such meeting, be del ivered at, or sent by post to, the registered address 
of every shareholder, 

Auc///. 

73. The accounts of the Company shall be examined, and the cor- 
rectness of the balance-sheet ascertained, by one or more auditor or audi- 
tors to be elected by the Company in general meeting . 

74. If not more than one auditor is appointed, all the provisions herein 
contained relating to auditors shall apply to him, 

75; The auditors need not be shareholders in the Company : no person 
is eligible ai> an auditor who is interested otherwise than as a shareholder 
in any transaction of the Company, and no director or other officer of the 
Company is eligible during his continuance in office. 

7^- The election^ of auditors shall be made by the Company at their 
ordinary meeting, or, if there are more than one, at their first ordinary 
meeting in each year, 

77. ^ The remuneration of the auditors shall be fixed by the Company 
at the time of their election. 

78. Any auditor shall be re-eligible on his quitting office. 

iw* casual vacancy occurs in theeffice of auditor, the directors 

s all forthwith call an extraordinary general meeting for the purpose of 
Supplying the same. ^ 
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80. If no election of auditors is made in manner aforesaid, the Local 
Government may, on the application of one-fifth in number of the share- 
holders of the Company, appoint an auditor for the current year, and fix 
the remuneration to be paid to him by the Company for his services. 

81. Every auditor shall be supplied with a copy of the balance-sheet, 
and it shall ba his duty to examine the same with the accounts and vouchers 
relating thereto. 

82. Every auditor shall have a list delivered to him of all books kept 
by the Company, and he shall, at all reasonable times, have access to the 
books and accounts of the Company ; he may, at the expense of the Com- 
pany, employ accountants or other persons to assist him in investigating 
such accounts, and he may, in relation to such accounts, examine the di- 
rectors or any other officer of the Company, 

83. The auditors shall make a report to the shareholders upon the 
balance-sheet and accounts; and, in every such report, they shall state 
whether, in their opinion, the balance-sheet is a full and fair balance-sheet, 
containing the particulars required by these regulations, and properly 
drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the Com- 
pany's affairs; and, in case they have called for explanations or informa- 
tion from the directors, whether such explanations or information have 
been given by the directors, and whether they have been satisfactory ; and 
Such report shall be read, together with the report of the directors, at the 
ordinary meeting. 


Noitces. 

84. Notices requiring to be served by the Company upon the share- 
holders may be served either personally, or by leaving the same or sending 
them through the post in a letter addressed to the shareholders at their 
registered places of abode. 

85. All notices directed to be given to the shareholders shall, with 
respect to any share to which persons are jointly entitled, given to which-, 
ever of the said persons is named first in the register of shareholders ; 
and notice so given shall be sufficient notice to all the proprietors of such 
•hare. 
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Form of Balance-sheet 


- Balance-shed* of the 



‘ 

Capital and Liabilities, 


L—Capital 


SHOWING — 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs, a# p. 


I 

The total amount received from the 
shareholders showing also — 

(a) The number of shares. 

(i) The amount paid per share. 

(c) If any arrears of calls, the 
nature of the arrear, and 
the names of the default- 





ers. 

(Any arrears due from any Director 
or officer of the Company to be 
separately stated.) 

{d) The particulars of any for- 
feited shares, 





SHOWING — 


' \ I 

IL— Debts 
And Liabili- 
ties OF THE 
COBIPANY. 

2 

3 

The amount of loans on mortgage 
or debenture bonds 

The amount of debts owing by 
the Company, distinguishing — 

(a) Debts for which acceptances 
have been given 

{b) Debts to tradesmen for sup- 
plies of stock-in-trade or 
other articles ••• 

(c) Debts for law-expenses 
(fi) Debts for interest on deben- 
tures or other loans 
(^) Unclaimed dividends 
(/) Debts not enumerated above. 

I 

1 


VI. — Reserve 
Fund 


showing — 

The amount set aside from profits 
to meet contingencies 


• 

Vll. — Profit 
and Loss 


showing— 

The disposable balance for pay- 
ment of dividend, &c. 



Contingent 

Liabilities^ 


Claims against the Company not 
acknowledged as debts 

Moneys for which the Company is 
contingently liable 







* See clauses 71 and 72 of 
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80. If no election of auditors is made in manner aforesaid, the Local 
Government may, on the application of one-fifth in number of the share- 
holders of the Company, appoint an auditor for the current year, and fix 
the remuneration to be paid to him by the Company for his services. 

81. Every auditor shall be supplied with a copy of the balance-sheet,' 
and it shall bs his duty to examine the same with the accounts and vouchers 
relating thereto. 

82. Every auditor shall have a list delivered to him of all books kept 
by the Company, and he shall, at all reasonable times, have access to the 
books and accounts of the Company ; he may, at the expense of the Com- 
pany, employ accountants or other persons to assist him in investigating 
such accounts, and he may, in relation to such accounts, examine the di- 
rectors or any other officer of the Company. 

83. The auditors shall make a report to the shareholders upon the 
balance-sheet and accounts ; and, in every such report, they shall state 
whether, in their opinion, the balance-sheet is a full and fair balance-sheet, 
containing the particulars required by these regulations, and properly 
drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the Com- 
pany's affairs ; and, in case they have called for explanations or informa- 
tion from the directors, whether such explanations or information have 
been given by the directors, and whether they have been satisfactory ; and 
Such report shall be read, together with the report of the directors, at the 
ordinary meeting. 


JNoiices, 

84. Notices requiring to be served by the Company upon the share- 
holders may be served either personally, or by leaving the same or sending 
them through the post in a letter addressed to the shareholders at their 
registered places of abode. 

85. All notices directed to be given to the shareholders shall, with 
respect to any share to which persons are jointly entitled, given to which-, 
ever of^ the said persons is named first in the register of shareholders ,* 
and notice so given shall be sufficient notice to all the proprietors of sucn 
•hare. 
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Form of Balanck*shekt 

• Balance-sheii* of the 


Capital and Liabilities. 


I.— Capital 


II.— Debts 
and Liabili- 
ties OF THE 

Company. 


Fund 

VH.—Pbopit 
and Loss 


I Contingent 

I '•'ABlUTIgg 



SHOWING — 

Rs, A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

X 

The total amount received from the 
shareholders showing also — 

(a) The number of shares. 

(3) The amount paid per share. 

(r) If any arrears of calls, the 
nature of the arrear, and 
the names of the default- 
ers. * 

(Any arrears due from any Director 
or officer of the Company to be 
separately stated.) 

{d) The particulars of any for- 
feited shares. 




SHOWING — 



2 

3 

i 

! 

! 

The amount of loans on mortgage 
or debenture bonds 

The amount of debts owing by 
the Company, distinguishing- 
fa) Debts for which acceptances 

1 have been given 

(A) Debts to tradesmen for sup- 
plies of stock-in-trade or 
other articles 

(c) Debts for law-expenses 
{d) Debts for interest on deben- 
tures or other loans 
(e) Unclaimed dividends 
(/) Debts not enumerated above. 

i 

1 


i 

! 

SHOWING — 


1 


The amount set aside from profits 
to meet contingencies .•« 


1 

! 


SHOWING — 




The disposable balance for pay- 
ment of dividend, &:c. 




Claims against the Company not 
acknowledged as debts 

Moneys for which the Company is 
contingently liable 







* See clauses 71 and 72 of 
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80. If no election of auditors is made in manner aforesaid, the Local 
Government may, on the application of one-fifth in number of the share- 
holders of the Company, appoint an auditor for the current year, and fix 
the remuneration to be paid to him by the Company for his services. 

81. Every auditor shall be supplied with a copy of the balance-sheet, 
and it shall ba his duty to examine the same with the accounts and vouchers 
relating thereto. 

82. Every auditor shall have a list delivered to him of all books kept 
by the Company, and he shall, at all reasonable times, have access to the 
books and accounts of the Company ; he may, at ihe expense of the Com- 
pany, employ accountants or other persons to assist him in investigating 
such accounts, and he may, in relation to such accounts, examine the di- 
rectors or any other officer of the Company. 

83. The auditors shall make a report to the shareholders upon the 
balance-sheet and accounts ; and, in every such report, they shall state 
whether, in their opinion, the balance-sheet is a full and fair balance-sheet, 
containing the particulars required by these regulations, and properly 
drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the Com- 
pany's affairs ; and, in case they have called for explanations or informa- 
tion from the directors, whether such explanations or information have 
been given by the directors, and whether they have been satisfactory ; and 
such report shall be read, together with the report of the directors, at the 
ordinary meeting. 


Notices, 

84. Notices requiring to be served by the Company upon the share- 
holders may be served either personally, or by leaving the same or sending 
them through the post in a letter addressed to the shareholders at their 
registered places of abode. 

85. All notices directed to be given to the shareholders shall, with 
respect to any share to which persons are jointly entitled, ba given to which- 
ever of the said persons is named first in the register of shareholders 
and notice so given shall be sufficient notice to all the proprietors of such 
•‘hare. 
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pany, or of any class of those members, as well as to the rights 
and interests of the creditors, and may, if it shall think fit, adjourn 
the proceedings in order that an arrangement may be made tO/the 
satisfaction of the Court for the purchase of the interests of dis- 
sentient members ; and the Court may give such directions and^ 
make such orders as it may think expedient for the purpose of 
facilitating any such arrangement, or carrying the same into 
effect : 

Provided, always, that it shall not be lawful to expend any 
part of the capital of the Company in any such purchase, 

8. The High Court may confirm, either wholly or in part, 
Ground on which Court may any such alteration as aforesaid with 
confirm a proposed alteration, respect to the objects of the Company 
if it appears that the alteration is required in order to enable the 
Company — 

(a) to change the place of the registered office of the Com- 
pany from one part of British India to another ; or 

(^) to carry on its business more economically or more 
efficiently ; or 

(c) to attain its main purpose by new or improved means; 
or 

{d) to enlarge or change the local area of its operations; or 

(e) to carry on some business or businesses which, under 
existing circumstances, may conveniently or ad- 
vantageously be combined with the business of the 
Company ; or 

(/) to restrict or abandon any of the objects specified in 
the memorandum of association or' deed of settle- 
ment. 

9. (/) Where a Company has altered the provisions of its 

memorandum of association or deed of 
settlement with respect to the place of 
its registered office, or to the objects of 
the Company, or has altered the form 
of its constitution by substituting a me- 
niorandum and articles of association for a deed of settlement, and 
such alteration has been confirmed by the Court, a certified copy 
of the order confirming such alteration, together with a printed 
copy of the memorandum, of association, or deed of settlement so 


Registration of order to- 
gether with memorandum as 
altered or substituted memo- 
randum and articles, and 
consequences thereof. 
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altered, or together with a printed copy of the substituted me- 
morandum and articles of association (as the case may be), shall 
be delivered by the Company to the Registrar of Joint Stock Com- 
panies within three months from the date of the order, and the 
Registrar shall register the same, and shall certify under his hand 
the registration thereof, and his certificate shall be conclusive evi- 
dence that all the requisitions of this Act with respect to such 
alteration and the confirmation thereof have been complied with. 

(2) When any such alteration as aforesaid involves a transfer 
of the registered oflice to a pan of British India other than that in 
which the office is at which the Company is registered, a certified 
copy of the order confirming such change shall be delivered by the 
Company to the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies- ki each of 
such parts, and each of such Registrars shall register the same, and 
shall certify under his hand the registration thereof, and the Re- 
gistrar for the part from which such office is transferred shall send 
to the Registrar for the other part all documents relating to the 
Company registered in his office. 

(5) From the date of such registration (but subject to the 
provisions of this Act) the memorandum or deed of settlement so 
altered shall be the memorandum of association or deed of settle- 
ment of the Company, or, as the case may be, such substituted 
memorandum and articles of association shall apply to the Com- 
pany in the same manner as if the Company were a Company re- 
gistered under Part I. of the Indian Companies Act, 188 z* with 
such memorandum and articles of association, and the Company’s 
deed of settlement shall cease to apply to the Company. 

{ 4 ) For every registration under this section, there shall be 
payable to the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies a fee of five 
rupees. 

10 . No such alteration as aforesaid shall have any operation 
Effect of failure to register until registration thereof has been duly 
within three months. effected under the last-foregoing section, 

and, if such registration shall not have been effected within three 
months next after the date of the order of the Court confirming 
the alteration, such alteration and order and all proceedings con- 
nected therewith shall, at the expiration of such period of three 
months, become and be absolutely null and void : 


♦ Act VI. of i88a, supra. 
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Provided that the Court may, on sufficient cause shown, revive 
the order on application made within a further period of one 
month. 

11 . In section 65 of the Indian Companies Act, 1882,* for 
Amendment of section 65 the words “ in such language or lan- 
of Act VI, of 1882. guages, ” the second time they occur, 

the words “in the English language ” shall be substituted. 

* Act VI. of 1882, supra. 
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ACT NO. IV. OF 1900. 

. [The Indian Companies (Branch Registers) Act,. 1900 ].* 


Passed By the Goverkor-General of India in Council. 
{Keceived His Exctlhncys Assent on the i 6 th February igoQ.) 


An Act to authorize certain Companies registered under the Indian 
Companies Act, to keep Branch Aegisters of their Mem- 

bers in the United Kingdom, 


Whereas U is expedient to authorize certain Companies re- 
gistered under the Indian Companies Act, iSSa.f to keep branch 
rigisters of their members in tlie United Kingdom ; It is hereby 
enacted as follows : — 

Short title, extent, and 1 - (/) This Act may be called the 

commencement. Indian Companies (Branch Registers) 

Act, 1900; 


(z) It extends to the whole of British India ; and 
(3) It shall come into force at once. 


Definitions^ 


2. In this Act, unless there is any- 
thing repugnant in the subject or con- 
text, — 


(a) the expression “ Company " means a Company registered 
under the Indian Companies Act, i882,f having 
its capital divided into shares ; and 


( 3 ) the expression “ shares " includes stock. 


* For Statement of Objects and Reasons see Gazette of India, iSppi 
Pt. V. p. 74 ; for Report of the Select Committee, see ibid, 1900, p- 37 > 
for Proceedings in Council see ibid, igoo, Pt, VI., p. 185 ; ibid, 19 °°' 
pp. 10 and 40. 

t Act VI, of 1882 supra. 
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of 1883 .] 


8 . (/) Any Company may, if authorized so to do by its re- 
Pow.r .» k... branch re- gulations as originally framed, or os 


United King- altered by special resolution, cause to 
be kept in the United Kingdom a branch 
register or registers of members. 


psters in the 
duin. 


(2) The Company shall give to the Registrar of Joint-Stock 
Companies notice of the situation of the office where any such 
branch register (hereinafter called a “ British register ") is kept, 
-and any change therein, and of the discontinuance of any such 
office in the event of the same being discontinued, and the Registrar 
shall record such notice. 


(j) A British register shall, as regards the particulars entered 
therein, be deemed to be a part of tire (Ilompany’s register of mem- 
bers kept under the Indian Companies Act, 188 a,* and shall be 
priina-facie evidence of all particulars entered therein. Every such 
branch register shall be kept in the manner provided by section 47 
of the said Act.'* 

(,^) The Company shall transmit to its registered office in India 
a copy of every entry in its British register or registers as soon as 
may be after such entry is made, and shall cause to be kept at such 
office, duly entered up from time to time, a duplicate or duplicates 
of its British register or registers. The provisions of section 55 and 
section 60 of the Indian Companies Act, 1882,* shall apply to every 
such duplicate, and every such duplicate shall, for the purposes of 
the said Act,* be deemed to be part of the register of members of 
the Company. 

(5) Subject to the provisions of this Act with respect to the 
duplicate register, the shares registered in a British register shall be 
distinguished from the shares registered in the Indian register, and 
no transaction with respect to any shares registered in a British 
register shall, during the continuance of the registration of such 
shares in such British register, be registered in any other register. 

(6) The Company may discontinue any British register, and 
thereupon all entries in that register shall be transferred to some 
other British register kept by the Company in the United Kingdom, 
or to the register of members kept at the registered office of the 
Company in India. ■ 


* Act VI, of 1882, supra 
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4 . The Governor-General in Council may, by notification in 

Power to foako rules und tile Gtxztlis c/' malce rules and 

prescribe forms. preFcribe forms for the purpose of carry- 

ing into effect the provisions of this Act. 

5 . This Act slnll, so far as is consistent with the tenor there- 
Construction with Act VI., f’fi he construed as one with the Indian 

1SS2. Companies Act, 1882.* 

• Act VI. of i 8 Si, supra. 
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THE fNDIx\N C0NTRx\CT ACT 
(No. IX.), 1872.* 

[Jx rncdijud up to jist Dicvnbir 

(Ri;ciavi:u juz G.-G/s o:; tus 2$i:n Aphil 1872,) 

WaKRKAS it is expedient to dcilne nnJ amend certain parts of 

the Iw relaiuig to caniracts; U is hereby 
enacted as follows : — 

PUKUMINAHV. 

1* This Act may be called The 
Indian Cuiuract Act* iSye/' 

It extends to tije uhole ct British 
India/i' ruul it shali come into force on 
the fust ilay of September rS;^. 


* For the Statement of Objects and Reason for the Rdl, which was 
Ijased on a Report oi Her Majei>ty’s Cominisdontra appointed to prepare 
a body of substantive law for India, dated Jidy o, xSCd, >cc 
1S67, Extraurdifuiry, p, n 4 * the Report of the Select Committee, 

ibsiii iS/i, p. 313. and tbid^ iS?a, p. 527. 

The chapters and sections of the Transfer of Property Act (IV. of i£h2) 
which relate to contracts are, in places in which that Act is in force, to he 
taken as part of Act fX. of 1872. — AVe Act IV, of ii: 3 a, s. 4. 

t Act IX, of 1872 has been declared in force in— 

(i) the Santhal Pari^anas the Santhal Parijanas Settlement Rrgxi* 
lalion fill, of 1S72) as amended by the Santhal Parganas 
Laws Regulation (IIL of s. 3) ; 

(0) the Arakan Hill District the Arakan Hill Di;iirict Laws 

Regulation {IX. of 1S74). i*. 3I ; 

(3) Upper Burrnah (except the Shan States), by/\ctXIILof iSoS,s. 4 ; 

(4) British Baluchistan (see the Briti.‘>h BaluchistaH Laws Regula- 

tion (L of iSgo), H. 3]. 

Act IX. of 1S72 has been declared, by notification under s,3 (r?) of 
Scheduled Districts Act (XIV, of 1874), to be in force in — 

(1) the North* Western Provinces Tarai (see Gazette of Indxa^ 1S7O, 

Pt. L, p. SOS) ; . . 

(3) the Districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhuni, 

Pargana Dhalbhum, and the Kolban in the District of Slog* 
bhum (see e//n<fia, 1881, Pt. I., p, 504). The Dis- 

trict of Lohardaga included at this time the present District 
of Palamau, which was separated in rS94. 

Act IX. of 1872 has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of fhc* 
Scheduled Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to the whole of Upper Burxoav 
except the Shan States (see Gaaeito of India^ 1893, Pt* II.> p. 372)* 
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IT 


The enactments mentioned in the schedule hereto are repealed 

to the extent specified in the third colum 
Enactments repealed. thereof] but nothing herein contained 

shall affect the provisions of any Statute, Act, or Regulation not 
hereby expressly repealed, nor any usage or custom of trade, nor 
any incident of any contract, not inconsistent with the provisions of 
this Act. 


Interpretation-clause— 


2 . In this Act the following words and expressions are used 

in the following senses unless a con- 
trary intention appears from the con- 
text : — 

(fl). — When one person signifies to another his willingness to- 
"Proosai-” do or to abstain from doing anything 

■ with a view to obtaining the assent of 

that other to such act or abstinence, he is said to make a proposal : 

(3.) — When the person to whom the proposal is made signifies 
„ Protnisge .» assent thereto, the proposal is said 

’ to be accepted. A proposal, when ac- 

cepted,* becomes a promise : 


(^^0 — The person making the proposal is called the ‘promisor,' 
"Promisor” and “pro- and the person accepting the proposal is 

called tlie ‘ promisee 

{d.) — When, at the desire of the promisor, the promisee or any 

“Consideration:” person has done Of abstained from 

doing, or does or abstains from doing,, 
or proinises to do or to abstain from doing, something, such act 
or abstinence or promise is called a consideration for the promise t 

(e .) — Every promise and every set 
“ Agreement of promises, forming the consideration for 

each other, is an agreement : 

(/.) — Promises which form the con- 
“ Reciprocal promises sideraiion or part of the consideration for 

each other are called reciprocal promises r 

“Void agreement:” (^.)— An agreement not enforceable 

by law is said to be void. 


“ Contract :” 


(3.) — An agreement enforceable by 
law is a contract ; 


* But see s. 4 , III. (3), infra. 
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0'.)— An agreement which is enforceable by law at the option 

« Voidable contract f 0^ the parties thereto, but 

not at the option of the other or others, 
is a voidable contract : 


(/’.) — A contract 
“ Void contract.” 


which ceases to be enforceable by law 
becomes void when it ceases to be 
enforceable. 


CHAPTER 1. 

Of the Communication, Acceptance, and Revocation of 

Proposals. 


3. The communication of proposals, the acceptance of pro- 
Comm unication, accept- posals, and the revocation of proposals 
revocation of pro- and acceptances, respectively, are deem- 
, ed to be made by any act or omission 

of the party proposing, accepting, or revoking, by which he intends 
to communicate such proposal, acceptance, or revocation, or which 
has the ettect of communicating it. 

^ communication of a proposal is complete when it 

Y^^niunication when com- comes to the knowledge of the person 

to whom it is made. 


The communication of an acceptance is complete, 

oinn the proposer, when it is put in a course of transmis- 

sion to him, so as to be out of the power of the acceptor ; 

as against the acceptor, when it comes to the knowledge of the 
proposer. ° 

The communication of a revocation is complete, 

c . against the person who makes it, when it is put into a course 
of transmissioii to the person to whom it is made, so as to be out 
Of the power of the person who makes it ; 

as against the person to whom it is made, when it comes to 
his knowledge. 


lllusirations. 


(ni.) A proposes, by letter, to sell a house to B at a certain price s 
The communication of the proposal is complete when B receives the . 
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(6.) B accepts A’s proposal by a letter sent by post s 

The comn'unication of acceptance is complete, 
as against A, when the letter is posted ; 
as against B, when the letter is received by A. 

(c) A revokes his proposal by telegram : 

The revocation is complete as against A, when the telegram is des- 
patched, It is complete as against B when B receives it, 

B revokes his acceptance by telegram ; B’s revocation is complete, as- 
against B, when the telegram is despatched, and, as against A, when it 
reaches him, 

5 - A proposal may be revoked at any time before the commu- 
Revocation of proposals nication of its acceptance is complete as 
and acceptances. against the proposer, but not afterwards. 

An acceptance may be revoked at any time before the com- 
munication of the acceptance is complete as against the acceptor, 
but not afterwards. 

Illustrations, 

A proposes, by a letter sent by post, to sell his house to B. B accepts 
the proposal by a letter sent by post ; 

A may revoke his proposal at any time before or at the moment when 
B posts his letter of acceptance, but not afterwards, 

B may revoke his acceptance at any time before or at the moment 
when the letter communicating it reaches A, but not afterwards*. 

Revocation how made. 6. A proposal is revoked — 

(1) by the communication of notice of revocation by the pro- 
poser to the other party ; 

(2) by the lapse of the time prescribed in such proposal for its 
acceptance, or, if no time is so prescribed, by the lapse of a reason- 
able time without communication of the acceptance. 

(3) by the failure of the acceptor to fulfil a condition prece- 
dent to acceptance; or 

(4) by the death or insanity of the proposer if the fact of his 
death or insanity comes to the knowledge of the acceptor before 
acceptance. 

Acceptance must be abso- * 7 . In order to convert a proposal 

into a promise, the acceptance must — • 

(1) be absolute and unqualified ; 

(2) be expressed in some usual and reasonable manner un® 
less the proposal prescribes the manner in which it is to be accept- 
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ed. If the proposal prescribes a manner in which it is to be 
accepted, and the acceptance is not made in such manner, the 
proposer may, within a reasonable time after the acceptance Is 
communicated to him, insist that his proposal shall be accepted in 
the prescribed manner, and not otherwise ; but, if he fails to do so, 
ihe accepts the acceptance. 

8. Performance of the conditions of a proposal, or the accept- 
Acceptance by performing ance of any consideration for a reciprocal 

^conditions or receiving con- promise which may be offered with a pro- 
sideration. posal, is an acceptance of the proposal. 

/ . . 

9. In so far fis the proposal or acceptance of any promise is 

Promises, express arid im- made in words, the promise is said to be 
plied. ' express. In so far as such proposal or 

acceptance is made otherwise than in words, the promise is said 
40 be implied. 


CHAPTER II. 

Of Contracts, Voidablb Contracts, and Void 
Agrsembnts. 

10. All agreements are contracts^if they are made by the free 
What agreements are con- consent of parties competent to contract 
tracts. ■ for a lawful consideration, f and with a 

. lawful object, and are not hereby expressly declared to be void. 

Nothing herein contained shall affect any law in force in 
British India, and not hereby expressly repealed, by which any 
contract is required to be made in writing,^ or in the presence of 
-witnesses, or any law relating to the registration of documents.§ 


* See s. 2, cl, (k), supra. 
t See s. 25, Expl. 2, and s, 102 infra. 

$ See, for example, the following s— 

(1) s. 25, infra ; 

(2) the Indian Copyright Act (XX. of 1847), s. $ ; 

(3) the Conveyance of Land Act (XXXI. of 1854), ss. 14, 18; 

(.4) the Merchant Shipping Act (Stat. 57 & 58 Viet,, c. 60) s. 24; 

(5) the Presidency Banks Act (XI. of 1876), s. g ; 

(6) the Transfer of Property Act (IV. of 1882), ss. 54, Sg, 107, 123 

(7) the Indian Companies Act (VI. of 1882), ss, 6, 3g, 46, 67 ; 

( 5 ) the Apprentices Act (XIX. of 1850), s. 8; 

Cf. also 3 . 4 of the Workmen’s Breach of Contract Act (XIII. of 
iSSg) ; and the Carriers Act (111. of i86s), ss. 6, 7. 

§ See now the Indian Registration Act (XVI. of igo8.) 
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11 . Every person is competent to contract who is of the age 
Wheat, compaunt to of majority according to the law lo which 

xonuact. hesis subject * and who is of sound mmd, 

and is not disqualified from contracting by any law to which he 
is subject. 

12 . A person is said to be of sound mind for the purpose of 
What is a sound mind for making a contmct if, at the time when 

’the purposes of contracting. he makes it, he is Capable of understand- 
ing it, and of forming a rational judgment as to its effect upon his 
interests. 

A person who is usually of unsound mind, but occasionally 
of sound mind, may make a contract when he is of sound mind. 

A person who is usually of sound mind, but occasionally of 
unsound mind, may not make a contract when he is of unsound 
mind.t 

Illustrations. 

(a.) A patient in a lunatic asylum, who is at intervals of sound mind, 
may contract during those intervals. 

(6.) A sane man, who is delirious from fever, or who is so drunk 
that he cannot understand the terms of a contract, or form a rational judg- 
ment as to its effect on his interests, cannot contract whilst such deliriuna 
or drunkenness lasts. 

13 . Two or more persons are said to consent when they 

“Consent” defined. the same 

sense. 

-Ftoecopstot- a.Bn.a. ^ Consent b said to be free 

when It IS not caused by — 

(1) coercion as defined in section 15, or 

(2) undue influence as defined in section 16, or 

(3) fraud as defined in section 17, or 

(4) misrepresentation as defined in section 18, or 

(5) mistake, subject to the provisions of sections 20, 21, 

and 22. 


* the Indian Majority Act (IX. of 1865). For exception to this 
rule in the case of emigrants, see s. ll of the Assam Labour and Emigra- 
tion Act (I. of 1882) and s. 39 of the Indian Emigration Act (XXI. of 
1883.) 

t But see s. 68, in/ra. 
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Consent is said to be so caused when it would not have been 
given but for the existence of such coercion, undue indueace, 
fraud, misrepresentation, or mistake,^ 


15. “ Coercion " is the committing, or threatening to commit, 
. „ , ^ , any act forbidden by the Indian Penal 

“Coercion denned. Code,* Or the unlawful detaining, or 

threatening to detain, any property to the prejudice of any person 
whatever with the intention of causing any person to enter into an 


agreement. 

JSxploJsafion. — It is immaterial whether the Indian Penal Code* 
is or not in force in the place wnere the coercion is employed. 


JUuiiraiioti. 

A, on bo-^rd an English ship on the high seas, canses B to enter 5 oto 
an agreement by an act amounting to criminal intimidation under the Indian 
Penal Code. 

A afterwards sues B for breach of contract at Calcutta ; 

A has employed coercion, although his act is not an oScace by the 
law of England, and although section 500 of the Indian Penal Code vfas 
not in force at the time when, or pbee where, the act was done. 

16.t (i) A contract is said to be induced by “ undue in- 
“ Undue influence ” de- Ausuce ” where the relations subsisting 
fined. between the panies are such that one of 

the parties is in a position to dominate the will of the other, and 
uses that position to obtain an unfair advantage over the other. 

( 2 ) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality ct 
the foregoing principle, a person is Qeemed to be in a positicn to 
dominate the will of another — 

(a) where he holds a real or apparent authority over the 
other, or where ha stands in a fiduciary relation to 
the other ; or 

(^) where he makes a contract with a person whose mental 
capacity is temporarily or permanently affected by 
reason of age, illness, or mental or bodily distress. 

(j) Where a person who is in a position to dominate the will 
'OE another enters into a contract with him, and the transaction 


* Act XLV, of i86o, 

t S. 16 has been substituted for the Original by the Icdiaa Contract 
Act Amendment Act {VL of 1899}, s. a* 
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appears, on the face of it, or on the evidence adduced, to be un- 
conscionable, the burden of proving that such contract was not 
induced by undue influence shall lie upon the person in a position 
to dominate the will of the other. 

Nothing in this sub-section shall affect the provision of section 
III of, the Indian Evidence Act, 1872.* 


Illustrations. 

(a.) A, having advanced money to his son, B, during his minority, 
upon B^s coming of age, obtains, by misuse of parental influence, a bond 
from* B for a greater amount than the sum due in respect of the advance : 
A employs undue influence, 

(6.) A, a man enfeebled by disease or age, is induced, by B^s influence 
over him as his medical attendant, to agree to pay B an unreasonable sum 
for his professional services ; B employs undue influence, 

(r.) A, being in debt to B, the money-lender of his village, contracts 
a fresh loan on terms which appear to be unconscionable : It lies on B to 
prove that the contract was not induced by undue influence, 

(d ) A applies to a banker for a loan at a time when there is stringency 
in the money-market. The banker declines to make the loan except at an 
unusually high rate of interest, A accepts the loan on these terms. This 
is a transaction in the ordinary course of business, and the contract is not 
induced by undue influence. 


17 . “Fraud” means and includes any of the following acts 
“Fraud” defined Committed by a party to a contract, or 

^ * with his connivance, or by his ageut^f 

with intent to deceive another party thereto or his agent, or to induce 
him to enter into the contract .* — 


(i.) — The suggestion, as a fact, of that which is not true by 
one who does not believe it to be true : 

(2-) — ^The active concealment of a fact by one having 
knowledge or belief of the fact : 

(3O — A promise made without any intention of performing 
it: 


(4>) — Any other act fitted to deceive ; 

(5O — Any such act or omission as the law specially declares 
to be fraudulent. 

— Mere silence as to facts likely to affect the 
Willingness of a person to enter into a contract is not fraud unless 


* Act I, of 1872. 


t Compare s. 23S, infra. 
Act IX., 1873.-2. 
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the circumstances of the case are such that, legard being had to 
them, it is the duty of the person keeping silence to speak,* or unless 
his silence is in itself equivalent to speech. 

Itlustralions, 

(a.) A sells, by auction, to B, a horse which A knows to be unsound. 
A says nothing to B about the horse’s unsoundness : This is not fraud in A. 

(i.) B is A’s daughter, and has just come of age: Here, the relation 
between the parlies would make it A’s duty to tell B if the horse is un- 
sound. 

ic.) B says to A, “ if you do not deny it, I shall assume that the horse 
is sound.” A says nothing ; Here A’s silence is equivalent to speech, 

{d.) A and B, being traders, enter upon a contract. A has private 
Information of a change in prices which would affect B’s willingness to 
proceed with the contract : A is not bound to inform B. 

Misrcpresentatmn” de- 18 . ** Misrcprcsentstton ntC^ttS 

fined. and includes — 

(1) the positive assertion, in a manner not warranted by the in- 
forrnation of the person making it, of that which is not true, though 
he believes it to be true; 

(2) any breach of duty which, without an intent to deceive, 
gains an advantage to the peison committing ic, or any one claiming 
under him, by misleading another to his prejudice, or to the pre- 
'judice of any one claiming under him ; 

(3) causing, however innocently, a party to an agreement to 
make a mistake as to the substance of the thing which he the 
subject of the agreement. 

19 . When consent to an agreement is caused by coercion, T 
Voidability of agreements fraud, or misrepresentation, the agree* 
without free consent. ment is a contract voidable at the option 

of the party whose consent was so caused. 

A party to a contract, whose consent was caused by fraud or 
misiepresentation, may, if he thinks fit, insist that the contract shall 
be performed, and that he shall be put in the position in which he 
would have been if the representations made had been true. 


* See s, 143, in/ra. 

‘ t In s. 19, the words, “ uudue influence,” have here been omitted, being 
repealed by the Indian Contract Act Amendment Act (VI. of i8p9), s, 3 * 
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Exception , — If such consent was caused by misrepresentation or 
by silence fraudulent within ttie meaning of section 1 7, the contract, 
nevertheless, is not voidable if the party whose consent was . so 
caused had the means of discovering the truth with ordinary 
diligence. 

. Explanation . — A fraud or misrepresentation which did not 
cause the consent to a contract of the party on whom such fraud 
was practised, or to whom such misrepresentation was made, does 
not render a contract voidable. 

« ’ Illustrations, 

(a.) A, intending to deceive B, falsely represents that five hundred 
maunds of indigo are made annually at A's factory, and thereby induces 3 
to buy the factory ; The contract is voidable at the option of B. 

(5.) A, by a misreoresentation, leads B erroneously to believe that five 
hundred maunds of indigo are made annually at A's factory, B examines 
the accounts of the factory, which show that only four hundred maunds of 
indigo have been made. After this B buys the factory; The contract is 
not voidable on account of A's misrepresentation. 

^ (c.) A fraudulently informs E that A*s estate is free from incumbrance. 

B thereupon buys the estate. The estate is subject to a mortgage ; B may 
either avoid the contract, or may insist on its being carried out, and the 
hiortgage-debt redeemed. 

{c^)B, having discovered a vein of ore on the estate of A, adopts 
means to conceal, and does conceal, the existence of the ore from A. 

[ Through A*s ignorance B is enabled to buy the estate at an under-vaiue : 
, The contract is voidable at the option of A. 

' (e.) A is entitled to succeed to an estate at the death of B, B dies. C, 

^ having received intelligence of B*s death, prevents the intelligence reach- 
ing A, and thus induces A to sell him his interest in the estate : The sale 
is voidable at the option of A. 

I* 

", 19 A.'* When consent to an agreement is caused by undue 

. Power to set aside con- influence, the agreement is a contract 
undue in- voidable at the option of the party whose 
, uence. Consent was so caused. 

j; 

'■ . Any such contract may be set aside either absolutely, or, if the 

who was entitled to avoid it has received any benefit there- 
i under, upon such terms and conditions as to the Court may Sfem, 
j just. 

{ — 

t — ‘ . 

,, * S, igA has been added by the Indian Contract Act Amendment Act 

J i (VI. cf iSgg), s. 3. 
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(£j.) A*s son has forged B's name to a promissory note, B, under threat 
of prosecuting A *3 son, obtains a bond from A for the amount of the forged 
notes ]f B sues on this bond, the Court may set the bond aside, 

(5.) A, a money lender, advances Rs, joo to B, an agriculturist, and, by 
undue influence, induces B to execute a bond for Rs, 200 with interest at 
12 per cent, per month : The Court may set the bond aside, ordering B to 
repay the Rs. loo with such interest as may seem just. 


Agreement void where both 
parties are under mistake as 
to matter ot fact. 


20. Where both the parties to ao 
agreement are under a mistake as to a 
matter of fact essential to the agreement, 
the agreement is void. 


Explanaiioti. — ^An erroneous opinion as to the value of the 
hing which forms the subject-matter of the agreement is not to be 
deemed a mistake as to a matter of fact. 


Illusiraiions^ 

{a,) A agrees to sell to B a specific cargo of goods supposed to be 
on its way from England to Bombay. It turns out that, before the day of 
the bargain, the ship conveying the cargo had been cast away, and the 
goods lost. Neither party was aware of these facts: The agreement is 
void. 

(b.) A agrees to buy from B a certain horse. It turns out that the 
horse was dead at the time of the bargain, though neither party was aware 
of the fact ; The agreement is void. 

(c.) A, being entitled to an estate for the life of B, agrees to ^ell it to 
C* B was dead at the time of the agreement, but both parties were ignorant 
of the fact : Tee agreement is void. 


21. A contract is not voidable because it was caused by a 

Effect of mistake as to law. ‘O 


India; but a mistake as to a law not 
force in British India has the same effect as a mistake of fact. 


in 


lllusiraiioii. 

A snd B make a contract grounded on the erroneous belief that a 
particular debt is barred by the Indian Law of Limitation : The contract 
is not voidable, 

A and B make a contract grounded on an erroneous belief as to the law 
regulating bills of exchange in France : The contract is voidable. 


Contract caused by mistake 
of one party as to matter of 
fact. 


22. A contract is not voidable 
merely because it was caused by one of 
the parlies to it being under a mistake 
as to a matter of fact. 
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What considerations and 
objects arc lawful^ and what 
cot* 


23. The 
ject of an 
unless — 


consideration or ob- 
agreement is lawful 


it is forbidden by law ;• or 

is of such a nature that, if permitted, it would defeat the pro- 
visions of any law ; or 
is fraudulent : or 

involves or implies injury to the person or property of another, 
or the Court regards it as iramoralf or opposed to public policy.? 

In each of these cases, the consideration or object of an agree* 
ment is said to be unlawful. Every agreement, of which the object 
or consideration is unlawful, is void. 


UlustratiQns* 


(a.) A agrees to sell his house to B for 1 0,000 rupees. Here B^s pro- 
mise to pay the sum of 10,000 rupees is the consideration for A's promise 
to sell the house, and A*s promise to sell the house is the consideration foe 
B^s promise to pay the 10,000 rupees. These are lawful considerations. 

[b,) A promises to pay B x,ooo rupees at the end of six months if Ci 
who owes that sum to B, fails to pay it. B promises to grant time to C 
accordingly. Here the promise of each party is the consideration for the 
promise of the other party, and they are lawful considerations. 

(c.) A promises, for a certain sum paid to him by B, to make good 
to B the value of his ship if it is wrecked on a certain voyage. Here A's 
promise is the consideration for B's payment, and B's payment is the 
consideration for A*s promise : and these are lawful considerations. 

(if.) A promises to maintain B*s child, and B promises to pay A r,ooo 
rupees yearly for the purpose. Here, the promise of each party is the con- 
sideration for the promise of the other party. They are lawful consider- 
ations. 


(e.) A, B, and C enter into an agreement for the division among them 
of gains acquired, or to be acquired, by them by fraud 2 The agreement is 
void, as its object is unlawful. 

(/.) A promises to obtain for B an employment in the public service 
and B promises to pay 1,000 rupees to A : The agreement is void, as the 
considerat ion for it is unlawful. 


f^.) A, being agent for a landed proprietor, agrees for money, with- 
out the knowledge of his principal, to obtain for B a lease of land belong- 
ing to his principal: The agreement between A and B is void, as it im- 
pnes a fraud by concealment by A on his principal. 


See ss. 26, 27, 28 
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(A.) A promises B to drop a ’prosucution which he has instituted 
against B for robbery, and B promises to restore the value of the things 
taken j The agreement is void, as its object is unlawful- 

(xO A’s estate is sold for arrears of revenue under the provisions of an 
Act of the Legislature, by which the defaulter is prohibited from pur- 
chasing the- estate, B, upon an understanding with A, becomes the pur- 
chaser, and agrees to convey the esta'.e to A upon receiving from him the 
pricq which B has paid ; The agreement is void, as it renders the trans- 
action, in effect, a purchase by the defaulter, and would so defeat the object 
of the law, 

(;.) A, who is B's roukhtar, promises to e^cercise his influence as such 
with B in favour of C, and C promises to pay t,ooo rupees to A: The 
agreement is void, because it is immoral, 

(/v\) A agrees to Jet her daughter to hire to B for concubinage ; The 
agreement is void, because it is immoral, though the letting may not be 
punishable under the Indian Penal Code. 


Void Agnemenis^ 

24. If any part of a single consideration for one or more 
Agreements void if consi- Objects, or any one or any part of any 
deration and objects unlawful One o£ several considerations br a 

single object, is unlawful, the agreer 
ment is void. 

Illustration. 

A promises to superintend, on behalf of B, a legal manufacture of 
indigo and an illegal traffic in other articles. B promises to pay to A a 
"salary of 10,000 rupees a year: The agreement is void, the object of A's 
promise, and the consideration for B’s promise, being in part unlawful. 

Agreement without consi- 25. .A.n agreement made without 

deration void unless— Consideration is void unless — 

(i) it is expressed in writing, and registered under the law for 
it is in writing and regis- the time being in force for the registra- 
tered; tion of documents,* and is made on 

account of natural love and affection between parties standing in ^ 
near relation to each other ; or unless 


* In s. 25, the word “ documents ” has been substituted for the 
assurances ” by the Repealing and Amending Act {XII. of 1891). 
the law relating to the registration of documents, see now the Indian Ke* 
gistration Act (XVI. of 1908). 
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(2) it is a promise to compensate, wholly or in part, a person 
or is a promise to compen- who has already voluntarily done some^t 
sate for something done ; thing for the promisor, or something 
which the promisor was legally compellable to do ; or unless 


(3) it is a promise, made in writing, and signed by the person 
or is a promise to pay a to be charged therewith, or by his agent 
debt barred Limitation generally or specially authorized in that 

behalf, to pay, wholly or in part, a debt 
of which the creditor might have enforced payment but for the law 
for the limitation of suits,^ 


In any of these cases, such an agreement is a contract. 

Explanation /. — Nothing in this saction shall affect the validity, 
as between the donor and donee, of any gift actually made. 

Explanation 2 . — An agreement to which the consent of the 
promisor is freely given is not void merely because the consider^ 
ation is inadequate ; but the inadequacy of the consideration may 
be taken into account by the Court iu determining the questioii 
whether the consent of the promisor was freely given* 

llhisiraiions. 

(a.) A promises, for no consideration, to give to B Rs. i;Ooo: This 
is a void agreement. 

(6.) A, for natural love and affection, promises to give his son, B, 
Rs. 1,000 A puts his promise to B into writing, and registers it ; This 
is a contract. 

{^.) A finds B*s purse, and gives it to him. B promises to give 
A Rs. 50 ; This is a contract. 

(d.) A supports B's infant som B promises to pay A^s expenses 
in so doing ; This is a contract. 

(e.) A owes B Rs. i,ooo, but the debt is barred by the Limitation 
Act. A signs a written promise to pay Rs. sou on account of the 
debt: This is a contract. 

(/*) ^ agrees to sell a horse worth Rs. 1,000 for Rs. 10. A's consen 
0 the agreement was freely given: The agreement is a contract not- 
withstanding the inadequacy of the consideration. 

tb f ^ agrees to sell a horse worth Rs. 1,000 for Rs. lo. A denies 
at hjs consent to the agreement was freely given : The inadequacy 
0 the consideration is a fact which the Court should take into accoun 
n considering whether or not A’s consent was freely given. 


I 


* See now the Indian Limitation Act (IX. of igo8). 
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Agreement in restraint of 26. Every agreement in restraint 

marriage void. of the marriage of any person other 

than a minor* is void. 

27. Every agreement, by which any one is restrained from 
Agreement in restraint of exercisingf a lawful profession, trade, 

trade void. or business of any kind, is to that extent 

void. 

Exception i . — One who sells the good-will of a business may 
Saving of agreement not ^gree with the buyer to refrain from 
to carry on business of which Carrying On a Similar busmess within 
good-will is sold ; specified local limits so long as the 

buyer, or any person derivin g title to the good-will trom him, 
carries on a like business the rein, provided that such limits appear 
to the Court reasonable, regard being had to the nature of the 
business. 

Exception 2 . — Partners may, upon or in anticipation of a dis- 
of agreement between part- solution of the partnership, agree that 
ners prior to dissolution ; Some or all of them will not carry 00 a 

business similar to that of the partnership within such local limits 
as are referred to in the last-preceding exception. 

ExceptioTi — Partners may agree that some one or all of them 
or during continuance of will not carry on any business other 
partnership. than that of the partnership during the 

continuance of the partnership. 

28. Every agreement, by which any party thereto is res- 
Agreemsnts in restraint of tricted absolutely from enforcing bis 

legal proceedings void. rights under or in respect of any con- 

tract by the usual legal proceedings in the ordinary tribunals, or 
which limits the time within which he may thus enforce his rights, 
is void to that extent. 

Exception r. — This section shall not render illegal a contract 
Saving of contract to refer by which two or more persons agree 
to arbitration dispute that that any dispute which may arise be- 
may arise. tween them in respect of any subject or 

class of subjects shall be referred to arbitration, and chat only the 
amount awarded in such arbitration shall be recoverable in respect 
of the dispute so referred. 

* During his or her minority, as to which, see Act IX. of .1875. 

t The words, “ restrained from exercising,’’ do not mean an absolute 
restriction, and are intended to apply to a partial restriction — a restriction 
limited to some particular place . — Per Couch, C.^., 14 B. L. R. 85. 
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Whm such a contract has been made, a suit may be brought 
for Its specific performance', and, ij a suit other than Jor such 
specific performance, or for the recovery of the amount so awarded, 
ts bought by one party to such contract against any other s'uch party 
in respect of any subject which they have so agreed to refer, the ex- 
istence of such contract shall be a bar to the suit* 

Exception 2 ,— Nor shall this section render illegal any con- 
Saving of contract to refer tract in writing, by which two or more 

questions that have already pcrSOnS 3grcU lO Tufcr tO CirbliratlOU Sny 

qucsiion between them w hich has already 
arisen, or afiect any provision of any law in force for the time beinjj 
as to references to arbiira tion.f 

29. Agreements, the meaning of which is not certain, or 
Agreements void for unccr.- capable of being made certain, arc 
tainty. void. 

Ulust raiiom^ 

(a.) A agrees to sell to B ‘ a hundred tons of oiK* There Is nothing 
whatever to show what kind of oil was intended: The agreement is void 
for uncertainty. 

( 5 .) A agrees to sell to B one hundred tons of oil of a specified descrip- 
tion known as an article of commerce ; There is no uncertainty here to make 
the agreement void. 

(c.) A, who is a dealer in coccanut-oil only, agrees to sell to B ‘one 
hundred tons cf oil The nature of A*s trade affords an indication of the 
meaning of the words, and A has entered into a contract for the sale of one 
hundred tons of cocoanut*oiI. 

W A agrees to sell to’ B * all the grain in my granary at Ramnagac^ 
There is no uncertainty here to make the agreement void. 

ie,) A agrees to sell to B * one thousand maunds of rice at a price to 
he fixed by C As the price is capable of being made certain, there is no 
uncertainty here to make the agreement void. 

{/.) A agrees to sell to B ‘ my white horse for rupees five hundred or 
tupees one thousand ; * There is nothing to show which of the two prices 

to be given. The agreement is void. 


* In s. a8, the italicized clause of Excep. i has been repealed by the 
Relief Act p, of 1877) throughout British India, except in the 
scheduled districts, in which that Act is not in force. 

t See Part V. of the Code of Civil Procedure (Act XIV. of 1S82) : but, 
tee now Act V. of 1908. See also the Indian Companies Act (VI. of i88a) 
as. 206 to 2u. ' 


26 


CONTIt\CT. 


[Act IX.-. 


30. Agreements by way of wager are void, and no suit shall 
Agfcemsnt by way of brought for recovering anything 

waRcr void. alleged to be won on any wager, or 

entrusted to any person to abide the result of any game or other 
uncertain event on which any wager is made. 

This section shall not be deemed to render unlawful a subs- 
Excepkipn in favour of cription or contribution, or agreement to 
certain prizes for horse rac- subscribe or Contribute, made or entered 
‘"ff* into for or towards any plate, prize, or 

sura of money, of the value or amount of five hundred rupees or 
upwards, to be awarded to the winner or winners of any horse- 
race.’* 


Nothing 


in 


Section Z94A of the Indian 
PenatCode nut affected. 


this section shall be deemed to legalize any trans* 
action connected with horse-racing, to 
which the provisions of section 294A of 
the Indian Penal Codef npply. 


CHAPTER III. 

Of CO.NTINGENT CONTKACTS. 

31. A ‘contingent contract’ is a contract to do or not to do 
“Contingent contract” something if some event collateral to. 
defined. such contract does or does not happen. 


IllustratioK, 

A contracts to pay B Rs. 10,000 if B’s house is burnt; This is a con- 
tingent contract, 

32. Contingent contracts to do or not to do anything if 
Enforcement ot contracts Uncertain future event happens cannot 
contingent on an event hap- be enforced by law unless and until that 

event has happened. 

If the event becomes impossible, such contracts become void. 

Illustrations. 

{a.) A makes a contract with B to buy B*s horse it A survives C : 
This contract cannot be enforced by law unless and until C dies ia 
A*3 lifetime. 
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{b.) A makes a contract with B to sell a horse to B at a specified 
price if C, to whom the horse has been offered, refuses to buy him : The 
contract cannot be enforced by law unless and until C refuses to buy 
the horse. 

(c.) A contracts to pay B a sum of money when B marries C. C 
dies without being married to B : The contract becomes void. 

33. Cotingent contracts to do or not to do anything if 
Enforcement of contracts uncertain future^ event does not 

contingent on an event not happen Can be enforced wiien lUe 
happening, happening of that event becotaes im- 

possible, and not before. 


When event on which 
contract is contingent to be 
deemed impossible if it is 
the future conduct of a 
living person. 


Illustration^ 

A agrees to pay B a sum of money if a certain ship does not return.. 
This ship is sunk; The contract can be enforced when the ship sinks. 

34. If the future event on which a contract is contingent 

is the way in which a person wdl act 
at an unspecified time, liie event shall 
be considered to become impossible 
when such person does anything which 
renders it impossible that he should 

so act within any definite time, or otherwise than under fur- 
ther contingencies. 

Illustration. 

A agrees to pay B a sum of money if B marries C. 

C marries D. The marriage of B to C must now be considered 
impossible, although it is possible that D may die, and that C may 
afterwards marry B. 

35 . Contingent contracts to do or not to do anything if 
When contracts become specified uncertain event happens 

void which are contingent within a fixed lime becoiiic void if, at 

event .has not happened, or if, before 
the time fixed, such event becomes impossible. 

Contingent contracts to do or not to do anyting if a specified 
When contracts may be Uncertain event doe.s not happen within 
enforced which are contin- a fixed lime iriay be enforced by law 

the time fixed has expired, and 
, . such event has not happened, or, before ^ 

the time fixed has expired, if it becomes certain that such event- 
will not happen. 
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Illustrations, 

t 

(a.) A promises to pay B a sura of money tf a certain ship return 
within a year : The contract may be enforced if the ship returns within the 
year, and becomes void if the ship is burnt within the year. 

(i.) A promises to pay B a sum of money if a certain ship does not 
return within a year ; The contract may be enforced if the ship does not 
return within the year, or is burnt within the year. 

38. Contingent agreements to do or not to do anything if an 
Agreements contingent on impossible event happens are void, 
impossible events void. whether the impossibility of the event is 

known or not to the parties to the agreement at the time when it 
is made. 

Illustrations. 

{a.) A agrees to pay B i,ooo rupees if two straight lines should en* 
close a space : The agreement is void. 

{b.) A agrees to pay B i,ooo rupees if B will marry A's daughter C. 
C was dead at the time of the agreement ; The agreement is void. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Of the Psrfosjiancs of Contracts. 

Contracts which must be perjorrned. 

37. The parties to a contract must either perform, or offer to 
Obligation of parties to perform, their respective promises, unless 
contracts. such performance is dispensed with or 

excused under the provisions of this Act, or of any other law. 

Promises bind the representatives of the promisors in case of 
Ihe death of such prmisors before performance* unless a con- 
trary intention appears from the contract. 

IlUisiraiiotis. 

(a.) A promises to deliver ^oods to B on a certain day on payment of 
Rs, 1,000. A dies before that day: A*s representatives are bound to 
deliver the goods to B, and B is bound to pay the Rs. i,ooo to A's repre* 
sentatives. 

{b,) A promises to paint a picture for B by a certain day at a certain 
price, A dies before the day ; The contract cannot be enforced either by A's 
representatives or by B. 


* This probably means to the extent of the assets received by them 
-23 such, and not duly applied."— See Madho Dass v. Radha Mai, 9 Punjab 
Record 213. 
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39. Where a promisor has made an offer of performance to 
. t f the promiBec, and the offer has not been 

offSperformance. accepted, the promisor is not responsible 

for non-periormance, nor does he thereby lose his rights under the 
contract. 


Every such offer must fulfil the following conditions 
(i.) It must be unconditional: 

(2.) It must be made at a proper time and place, and under 
such circumstances that the person to whom it is made may have 
a reasonable opportunity of ascertaining that the person by whom it 
is made is able and willing there and then to do the whole of what 
he IS bound by his promise to do : 

(3.) If the offer is an offer to deliver anything to the promisee, 
the promisee must have a reasonable opportunity of seeing that the 
thing offered is the thing which the promisor is bound by his pro- 
mise to deliver. 


An offer to one of several joint promisees has the same legal 
consequences as an offer to all of them. 


Illustration. 

A contracts to deliver to B at his warehouse, on the ist March 1873, 
100 bales of cotton of a particular quality. In order to make an offer of 
performance with the effect stated in this section, A must bring the cotton 
to B’s warehouse, on the appointed day, under such circumstances that B 
may have a reasonable opportunity of satisfying himself that the tning 
offered is cotton of the quality contracted for, and that there are 100 bales. 

39. When a party to a contract has refused to perforin, or 
Effect of refusal of party disabled himself from performing, his 
to perform promise wholly. promise in its entirety, the promisee may 
put an end to the contract’* unless he has signified, by words or 
conduct, his acquiescence in its continuance. 

Illustrations. 

(a.) A, a singer, enters into a contract with B, the manager of a theatre, 
to sing at his theatre two nights in every week during the next two months, 
and B engages to pay her loo rupees for each night’s performance, Oa 
the sixth night, A wilfully absents herself from the theatre ; B is at liberty 
to put an end to the contract. 

(6.) A, a singer, enters into a contract with B, the manager of a 
theatre, to sing at his theatre two nights in every week during the next two 


* And see s, 75, infra. 
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months^ and B engages to pay her at the rate of loo rupees for each night. 
On the sixth night, A wilfully absents herself. With the assent of B, A 
sings on the seventh night ; B has signified his acquiescence in the con* 
tinuance of the contract, and cannot now put an end to it, but is entitled to 
compensation for the damage sustained by him through A’s failure to sing 
on the sixth night. 


By whom Contracts must be performed. 

40. If it appears from the nature of the case that it was the 
Person by whom promise intention of the parties tO any contract 

is to he performed- that any promise co.ntained in it should 

be performed by the promisor himself, such promise must be 
performed by the promisor. In other cases, the promisor or bis 
representatives may employ a competent person to perform it, 

Illusirations. 

(а ) A promises to pay B a sum of money. A may perform this 
promise, either by personally paying the money to B, or by causing it to 
be paid to B by another; and, if A dies before the time appointed for pay- 
ment, his representatives must perform the promise, or employ some proper 
person to do so. 

(б ) A promises to paint a picture for B : A must perform this 
promise personally, 

41. When a promisee accepts performance of the promise from 
•, Effect of acceptingf per- ^ third person, he cannot afterwards 
forraance from third person, enforce it against the promisor. 

42. When two or more persons have made a joint promise, 
Devolution of joint liabi- then (unless a contrary intention appears 

*‘'-*®®* by the contract) all such persons, durinj^ 

their joint lives, and, after the death of any of them, his represen- 
tative jointly with the survivor or survivors, and, after the death of 
the last survivor, the representatives of all jointly, must fulfil the 
promise. 

43. When two or more persons make a joint promise, the 
!■ Any one of joint promisors promisee may, in the absence of express 
may be compelled to per- agreement to the contrary, compel any 

one "or more”* of such joint promisors 
to perform the whole of the promise. 


1 t ft words " or more ” have been inserted by the Repealing 

and Amending Act (XII, of 1891}. 
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Each of two or more joint promisors may compel'every other 
Each promisor may compel joint promisor to contribute equally 
contribution. with himself to the performance of the 

promise unless a contrary intention appears from the contract. 


If any one of two or more joint promisors makes default in 
Sharing of loss by default such contribution, the remaining joint 
in contribution. promisors must bear the loss arising 

from such default in equal shares. 


Explanation, — Nothing in this section shall prevent a surety 
from recovering from his principal, payments made by the surety on 
behaif of the principal, or entitle the principal to recover anything 
from the surety on account of payments made by the principal. 


llluziraiiom. 

{a ) A, B, and C jointly promise to pay D 3,000 rupees ; D may 
compel either A or B or C to pay him 3»ooo rupees, 

(5.) A, B, and C jointly promise to pay D the sum of 3,000 rupees. 
C is compelled to pay the whole, A is insolvent, but his assets are suffi- 
cient to pay one half of his debts : C is entitled to receive 500 rupees 
from A's estate and 1,250 rupees from B, 

(c.) A» B, and C are under a joint promise to pay D 3,000 rupees. C 
is unable to pay anything, and A is compelled to pay the whole : A is 
entitled to receive 1,500 rupees from B. 

(d.) A, B, and C are under a joint promise to pay D 3,000 rupees, 
A and B being only sureties for C. C fails to pay. A and B are compelled 
to pay the whole sum : They are entitled to recover it from C. 


44. Where two or more persons have made a joint promise, 
\ Effect of release of one a release of One of such joint promisors 
joint contractor, ^ by promisee does not discharge 

the other joint promisor or joint promisors ; neither does it free the 
joint promisor so released from responsibility to the other joint 
promisor or joint promisors.^ 


45. When a person has made a promise to two qr more 

Devolution of joint ri<.hts.' ^ Contrary 

” intention appears from the contract, 
the light to claim performance rests, as between him and them. 
With them during their joint lives, and, after the death of any of 
them, with the representative of such deceased person jointly with 


* See s. 138, infra. 
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the survivor or survivors, and, after the death of the last survivor, 
with the representatives of all jointly.^ 

lllitsiraiion. 

A, in consideration of S,oqo rupees lent to him by B and C, promises 
B and C jointly to repay them that sum with interest on a day specified. 
B dies. The right to claim performance rests with B's representative 
jointly with C during Cs life, and, alter the death ot C, with the representa- 
tives of B and C jointly, i 


Time and Place for Performance. 

48* Where, by the contract, a promisor is to perform his 
Time far performance of Promise without application by ’the 
promise where no application promisee, and no time lor performance 
IS to be made, and no time is jg specified, the engagement must be 
specified. performed within a reasonable time. 

Explanation. — The question — “What is a reasonable time ” 
— is, in each particular case, a question of fact. 

47. When a promise is to be performed on a certain day. 
Time and place for per- ^nd the promisor has undertaken to 

formance of promise where perform it without application by the 
time is specified, and no ap- promisee, the promisor may perform 
plication to be made. jj. during the usual hours 

of business on such day, and at the place at which the promise 
ought to be performed. 

Illustration. 

A promises to deliver goods at B’s warehouse on the ist January. On 
that day A brings the goods to B’s warehouse, but after the usual hour 
for closing it, and they are not received; A has not performed his 
promise. 

48. When a promise is to be performed on a certain day, 
Application for perform- Rrid the promisor has not undertaken 

ance on certam day to be at tO perform it without application by tnfi 
proper time and place. promisee, it is the duty ot the promisee 

to apply for performance at a proper place, and within the usual 
hours of business. 

Explanation. — ^The question — “ What is a proper time and 
place ” — is, in each particular case, a question of fact. 

■o For an exception to s. 4$ in case of Government Securities, see the 
Indian Securities Act (XIII. of i886), s. 5, 
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49. When a promise is to be performed without application 

by the promisee, and no place is fi.Ked 
promut wher^ no'^applica- for the performance of it, it is the duty 
tion to be made, and no of the proinisor to ctpply to the proinisee 
place fixed. appoinf a reasonable place for the 

performance of the promise, and to perform it at such place* 


lllustralion : 

A undertakes to deliver a thousand maundsof jute to B on a fixed day: 
A must apply to B to appoint a reasonable place for the purpose of receiv* 
ing it, and must deliver it to him at such place. 

Performance in manner or 50* The performance of any ptO^ 

at time prescribed or sane- mise may be made iu any manner, or at 
tionedby promisee. which the ptomisee prescribes 

or sanctions. 


Illustrations : 

(a.) B owes A 2,000 rupees A desires B to pay the amount to A*3 
account with C, a banker. B, who also banks with C, orders the amount 
to be transferred from his account to A’s credit, and this is done by 
C. Afterwards, and before A knows of the transfer, C fails ; There has 
been a good payment by B. 

(6.) A and B are mutually indebted. A and B settle an account by 
setting off one item against another, and B pays A the balance found to 
be due from him upon such settlement: This amounts to a payment by 
A and B, respectively, of the sums which they owed to each other. 

{c.) A owes B 2,000 rupees. B accepts some of A*s goods in reduc- 
tion of the debt ; The delivery of the goods operates as a part-payment. 

(d.) A desires B, who owes him Rs. 100, to send him a note for Rs. 
loo by post: The debt is discharged as soon as B puts into the pose a 
letter containing the note duly addressed to A. 


Performance oj Reciprocal Promises^ 

51. Wnea a contract consists of reciprocal promises to be 
Promisor not bound to Simultaneously performed, no promisor 
peefoem unless reciprocal need perform his promise' unless the 
willing promisee IS ready and willing to per- 
form his reciprocal promise, 

\ 

Illustrations ; 

{a.) A and B contract that A shall deliver goods to B to be paid for 
°y B on delivery ; 
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-^ly^ndwiiungio p., 

th™ “o„”pap,„c;;J.'"^ “”'■•■'» A is ready and willing ddiv.r 

»B‘ {^0 A and B contract that A sh^ll j 

paidiby instalment., the first instalment to be p^fd onlwy?"'" ^ 

sTalmcnro^dd.Vcrt'“'"''' ^ "’’’'"S to pay the first in- 

dciivfr Sm'soSdi 

Ord^r^'f'^^’r"' promises arc to be 

rcdpfocarJru'n.Lls?’''”"' conUlTt'^^.J I" by the 

that order ; and, wlicre the order ie n ^^'*''11 he performed in 
tract, they shall be pcMformed in ilnr 

trartsaction requires ' of ibi 

^ilusiraiions ; 

A’s promtsr?o\u°hJ'“hV^iL 1 e ‘‘* ^ f«ed price, 

to pay for it. ^ "’“^t be performed before B’a promise 

(^.) A and B contract that A utn.,11 ~ 1 
at a feed price, and B promises m stock-in-trade to B 

money • A’s promise need not be payment of the 

for the nature of the trls^cttn'^ is given. 

before he delivers up his stock. that A should have security 


53. 


. Liability of party ^prelmr^Va°r"y^'T^^ 

iDff event on whic^ contract F ^ contract prevents the Other 

isuo take effect. “Om performing his promise, the con- 

the party so prevented • voidable at the option of 

.be Che, P».>rte a„;'i";3'’;hrcrhf™ “ f.« 

of the non-performance^ of the contract consequence 


**tustration^ 


sand rupees. B is ready and wi]lin?r^® ^ ^ 

A prevents him from doine so • Th ^ execute the work accordingly, but 
B; and if he elects to rescind it at the opTion of 

sation for any Joss which he has inri.r ^ entitled to recover from A compen- 
- non-performance. 


• See s. 73, infra. 
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54, When a contract consists of reciprocal promises, such, 
Effect of default as to that that One o£ thein cannot be performed, 
pfoniise which should be first or tniit its pcriortn^ncti Cannot Dc 
performed in contract consis- claimed till the Other bas been per- 
ting of reciprocal promises. promisor of the pro- 

mise last mentioned fails to perform it, such promisor cannot 
claim the performastce of the reciprocal promise, and must make 
compensation to the other party to the contract for any loss which 
such other party may sustain by the non-performance of the 
contract. 

Illustrations : 


(a.) A hires B's ship to take in and convey from Calcutta to the 
Mauritius a cargo to be provided by B receiving a certain freight for 
. its conveyance. A does not provide any cargo for the ship; A cannot 
claim the performance of B^s promise, and must make compensation to B 
for the loss which B sustains by the non« performance of the contract. 

{b ) A contracts with B to execute certain builders* work for a fixed 
price, B supplying the scaffolding and timber necessary for the work, B 
cfuses to furnish any scaffolding or timber, and the work cannot be exe- 
cuted: A need not execute the work and B is bound to make compensation 
:o A for any loss caused to him by the non-performance of the contract. 

(r.) A contracts with B to deliver to him, at a specified price, certain 
merchandise on board a ship which cannot arrive for a month, and B 
engages to pay for the merchandise within a week from the date of the 
contract. B does not pay within the week: A*s promise to deliver need 
QOt be performed, and B must make compensation. 

{d,) A promises B to sell him one hundred bales of merchandise to be 
delivered next day, and B promises A to pay for them within a month, 
A does not delivei according to his promise : B*s promise to pay need not 
be performed, and A must make compensation. 


55. When a party to a contract promises to do a certain thing 
Effect of failure to perform at or before a specified time, or certain 
“"‘‘■act things at or before specified times, and 
time IS essentia . thing at Of before the 

^ecified time, the contract, or so much of it as has not been per- 
lormed, becomes voidable at the option of the promisee if the in- 
,tcution of the parties was that time should be of the essence of the 
contract. 


. U it was not the intention of the parties that time should be of 
' .Effect of such failure when the essence of the contract, the contract 
We IS not essential. does not become voidable by the failure 

such thing at or before the specified time; but the promisee 
entitled to compensation from the promisor for any loss occasioned 
■.tonitnby such failure. 
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If, ia case of a contract voidable on account of the promisor's 
Effect of acceptance of fi^'lure to petform his promise at the 
performance at time other lime agreed, ihc proiuisee accepts per- 
than that acrued upon, formancc cf such promise St any lime 

other than that agreed, the promisee cannot claim compensation 
for any loss occasioned bv the non-performance of the promise at 
the time agreed unless, at the time of such acceptance, he gives 
notice to the promisor of his intention to do so."* 


Agreement to do impossible 56. An agreement to do an act 

act. impcsible in itself is void. 

A contract to do an act which, after the contract is made, 
Contract to do act after- becomes impossible,! Or, by reason of 
wards becoming impossible some ev^nt which the promisor CQuld 
or unlawful. pfevent. unlawful, becomes void when 

the Act becomes impossible or unlawful. J 


Where one person lias promised to do samething which he 

Compensation for loss reasonable diligence, 

through non-pcrfortnancc of might have known, and Which the pro- 
act known to be impossible misee did iiot know, to be impossible or 
or unlawful. unlawful, such promisor must make 

compensation to such promisee for any loss which such promisee 
sustains through the non-performance of the promise. 


(a,) A agrees with B to discover treasure by magic : The agreemeat 
is void. 

(d.) A and B contract to marry each other. Before the time 
the marriage, A goes mad 5 The contract becomes void. 

(c.) A contracts to marry 8. being already married to C, and being 
forbidden by the law to which he is subject to practise polygamy: A 
must make compensation to B for the loss caused to her by the non-per- 
formance of his promise. 

(c?.) A contracts to lake in cargo for B at a foreign port. A's Govern- 
ment aherwards declares war against the countr}^ in which the port ^ 
situated : The contract becomes voi d when war is declared. 

(e.) A contracts to act at a theatre for si.K months in consideration of a 
sum paid in advance by B* On several occasions A is too ill to act: 
contract to act on those occasions becomes void, 

* Compare ss. 62 and 63* infra. 

t Otherwise than by the default of the contractor. " -1 

i Bixt see s. 65, in/r a. And see the Specific Relief Act (I. of i 7/» 
s. 13. 
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57. Where persons reciprocally promise, firstly, to do certain 

o • 1 • !.„ things which are legal, and, secondly, 

Rcciorgcal promises to do j • ^ 

hin^;9 and^ also, other under speClueCl CirCUttlSt&nceSj tO QO 

hipgs illegal. Certain other things which are illegal, the 

irst set of promises is a contract ; but the second is a void agree- 

aitut. 

Illusirafion. 

A and B agree that A shall sell B a house for 10,000 rupees, but that, 
i B uses it as a gambling house, he shall pay A 50,000 rupees for it : 

The first set of reciprocal promises, namely, to sell the house, and to 
)ay 10,000 rupees for it, is a contract. 

The second set is for an unlawful object, namely, that B may use the 
hcuse as a gambling house, and is a void agreement. 

58. In the case of an alternative promise, one branch of which 
Alternative promise, one is legal and the Other illegal, the legal 

branch being illegal. branch alone can be enforced. 


Ilhtsiraiion : 

A and B agree that A shall pay B i,coo rupees, for which B shall after- 
' Wards deliver to A either rice or smuggled opium \ 

This is a valid contract to deliver rice, and a void agreement as to the 
opium. 


Appropriation 0/ Payments t 

59. Where a debtor, owing several distinct debts to one per- 
Appiication of payment son, makes a payment to him, either 
sjn^dicaled^^ he discharged with express intimation, or under circum- 
^ * stances implying, that the payment is to 

applied to the discharge of some particular debt, the payment, 
i'ccepted, must be applied accordingly. 


iUustrattons 


. . A owes B, among other debts, 1,000 rupees upon a promissory 
e, which falls due on the ist June. He owes B no other debt of that 
June, A pays to B 1,000 rupees: The payment is to 
PP to the discharge of the promissory note. 

lo owes B, among other debts, the sum of 567 rupees. B writes 

• oemands payment of this sum. A sends to B 567 rupees ; This 
landed applied to the discharge of the debt of which B had de* 
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If, ia casti of a contract voidable on account of the promisor's 
Effect of acceptance of failure 10 perform his promise at the 
performance at time other time agreed, the promisee accepts per- 
than that agreed upon, formance of such promise at any lime 

other than that agreed, the promisee cannot claim compensation 
for any loss occasioned bv the non-performance of the promise at 
the time agreed unless, at the time of such acceptance, he gives 
notice 10 ihe promisor of his intention to do 


56, Au agreement to do an act 
impcsible in iiseJf is void. 

A contract to do an act which, after the contract is made, 
becomes impossible,! or, by reason of 
some ev.nt which the promisor could 
not prevent, unhwiul, becomes void when 
the Act becomes impossible or unlawful.! 

Where one person has promised to do something which he 

knew or, with reasonable diligence, 
ndghi have known, and which the pro- 
misee did r^ot know, to be impossible or 
unlawful such promisor must make 
compensation to such promisee for any loss which such promisee 
sustains through the non-performancc of the promise. 


Agreement to do impossible 
act. 


Contract to do act after- 
wards becoming impossible 
or unlawful. 


Compensation for loss 
through non-performance of 
act known to be impossible 
or unlawful. 


Illustrations : 

(cf.) A agrees with B to discover treasure by magic ; The agreement 
is void, 

(6.) A and B contract to marry each other. Before the time fixed for 
the marriage, A goes mad i The contract becomes void. 

{c^) A contracts to marry B, being already married to C, and being 
forbidden by the law to which he is subject to practise polygan^y* A 
must make compensation to 3 for the loss caused to her by the non-per- 
formance of his promise. 

(fif.) A contracts to take in cargo for B at a foreign port. A's Govern- 
ment adtecwatds declares war against the country in which the port is 
situated: The contract becomes void when war is declared. 

A contracts to act at a theatre for six months in consideration of a 
sum paid in advance by B* On several occasions A is too ill to act: The 
contract to act on those occasions becomes void. 


Compare ss. 62 and 63. infta^ 

t Otherwise than by the default of the contractor. c o \ 

X But see s. 6 $, infra. And see the Specific Relief Act (I. or 1077), 
s. 13. 
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Illusirations : 

[a.) A promises to paint a picture for B. B afterwards forbids him to 
do so: A is no longer bound to perform the promise. 

(5,) A owes B 5,oco rupees. A pays to B, and B accepts, in satisfac- 
tion of the whole debt, 2,000 rupees paid at the time and place at which 
the 5,000 rupees were payable ; The whole debt is discharged.!, 

(r.) A owes B 5,000 rupees. C pays to B 1,000 rupees, and B ac- 
cepts them, in satisfaction of his claim on A : This payment is a discharge 
of the whole claim.^ 

(d.) A owes B, under a contract, a sum of monoy, the amount of which 
has not been ascertained. A, without ascertaining the amount, gives to 
B, and B, in satisfaction thereof, accepts, the sum of 2,000 rupees : This 
is a discharge of the whole debt, whatever may be its amount, 

(e») A owes B 2,000 rupees, and is also indebted to other creditors. 
A makes an arrangement with his creditors, including B, to pay them a 
compositionf of eight annas in the rupee upon their respective demands ; 
Payment to B of 1,000 rupees is a discharge of B’s demand. 

64. When a person, at whose option a contract is voidable. 
Consequences of rescission rescinds it, the Other party thereto need 

of voidable contract. not perform any promise therein con- 

tained in which he is promisor. The party rescinding a voidable 
contract shall, if he have received any benefit thereunder from 
another party to such contract, restore such benefit, so far as may 
be, to the person from whom it was received. | 

65. When an agreement is discovered to be void, or when a 
Obligation of person who contract becomes void, any person who 

has received advantage un- has received any advantage under such 

liV “l,« bSTvoid”””' O' co,.tfact is bound to res- 

tore It, or to mahe compensation for it, 
to the person from whom he received it. 


Illustrations : 


C J ^ ^ J'l’pses in consideration of B’s promising to marry 

^ ^^'^shter. C is dead at the time of the protiilse : The agreement is 
void, but B must repay A the 1,000 rupees. 

fi f ^ contracts with B to deliver to him 250 inaunds of rice before the 
rstofMay. A delivers 130 maunds only before that day, and none after, 
o retains the 130 maunds after the first of May : He is bound to pay A for 


See s. 41, supra^ 

composition ” has been substituted for the word 
P ation by the Repealing and Amending Act (XII. of iSgil 
+ s, 75, ift/ra. ^ '' 


^com- 


40 


CONTRACT. 


[Act IX. 


(c.) A, a singer, contracts .with B, the manager of a theatre, to sing at 
his theatre for two nights in every week during the next two months, and 
B engages to pay her a hundred rupees for each nighty's performance. On 
the sixth night, A wilfully absents herself from the theatre, and B, in con* 
sequence, rescinds the contract : B must pay A for the five nights on 
which she had sung. 

(/f.) A contracts to sing for B at a concert for l,ooo rupees which are 
paid in advance. A is too ill to sing : A is not hound to make compen- 
sation to B for the loss of the profits which B would have made it A had 
been able to sing but must refund to B the i,ooo rupees paid in advance. 

66. Tne rescission of a voidable contract may be communi* 

. , cated or revoked in the same manner, 

or^rtvokbgTsdssiof ol and Subject to the same rules, as apply 
voidable contract. to the communicatiou or revocation ot a 

proposal."* 

neglects or refuses to afford the promisor 
reasonable facilities for the performance 
of his promise, the promisor is excused 
by such neglect or refusal as to any non- 
performance caused thereby. 

lUmtration : 

A contracts with B to repair B's house. 

B neglects or refuses to point out to A the places in which his house 
requires repair : 

A is excused for the non-performance of the contract if it is caused by 
such neglect or refusal - 


07* If any promisee 

Effect of neglect of pro- 
misee to afford promisor 
reasonable facilities for 
performance. 


CHAPTER V. 

Of certain Relations resembling those created by 

Contract. 


08 . If a person in capable of entering into a contract, or any 

Claim for necessaries sup* whom he is legally bound to Support, 

'IS supplied by another person with neces- 
saries suited to his condition in life, tbe 
person who has furnished such supplies 
is entitled to be reimbursed from the property of such incapable- 
person. 


plied to person incapable ot 
contracting, or on his ac- 
count. 


♦ See S3. 3 and 5, supra. 
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Illustrations ; 

{a.) A supplies B, a lunatic, with necessaries suitable to his condition in 
life ; A is entitled to be reimbursed from B’s property. 

(6.) A supplies the wife and children of B, a lunatic, with necessaries 
suitable to their condition in life: A is entitled to be reimbursed from B’s 
property. 

69 . A person, who is interested in the payment of money 

o . , ^ £ which another is bound by law to pay, 

payingf money due by an- Atld who tnsrciOrc P^}S It, *8 cntitlcCi tO 

other, in payment of which be reimbursed by the other, 
he is interested. 

Jllustraiion : 

B holds lands in Bengal on a lease granted by A, the zamindar. The 
revenue payable by A to the Government being in arrear, his land is adver- 
tised for sale by the Government. Under the revenue law, the consequence 
of such sale will be the annulment of B*s lease. B, to prevent the sale and 
the consequent annulment of his own lease, pays to the Government the 
sum due from A : A is bound to make good to B the amount so paid. 

70 . Where a person lawfully does anything for another 
Obligatiorvqf person enjoy- person, or delivers anything 10 him, not 

ing ber.eSt^fjnon-gratuitous intending to do SO gratuitously, and such 

other person enjoys the benefit thereof, 
the latter is bound to make compensation to the former in respect 
•of, or to restore, the thing so done or delivered.^ 


Illustrations : 

(a.) A, a tradesman, leaves goods at B*s house by mistake ; B treats 
the goods as his own ; He is bound to pay A for them. 

(^) A saves B*s property from fire : A is not entitled to compensation 
from B if the circumstances show that he intended to act gratuitously. 

71 - A person who finds goods belonging to another, and 
Responsibility of ^nder of takes them into his Custody, is subject to 

the same responsibility as a bailee.f 


Liability of person to whom 72 . A person to whom money has 
TOoney is paid, nr thing de- been paid, or anything delivered, by 
coercion m'stake or under misuke, or under coercion, $ must repay 

cr return it. 

suits by minors under s. 70 in Presidency Small Cause Courts, 
eo the Presidency Small Cause Courts Act (XV. of 1882), s. 32. 

ift/ra definition of " bailee,” see s. 148, 

t For definition of “coercion,” see s. 15, supra. 
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Illustrations : 

(a.) A and B jointly owe too rupees to C. A alone pays the amount 
to C, and B, not knowing this fact, pays loo rupees over again toC:C 
is bound to repay the amount to B, 

(i,) A railway company refuses to deliver up certain goods to the con- 
signee except upon the payment of an illegal charge for carriage. The con- 
signee pays the sum charged in order to obtain the goods : He is entitled 
to recover so much of the charge as was illegally excessive. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Of the Consfquknces of Breach of Contract. 

73. When a contract has been broken^ the party who suffers 
Compensation for loss or by such breach is entitled to receive, 
damage caused by breach of from the party who has broken the 
contract. contract, compensation for any loss or 

damage caused to him thereby, which naturally arose, in the usual 
course of things, from such breach, or which the parties knew when 
they made the contract to be likely to result from the breach of if. 

Such compensation is not to be given for any remote and in- 
direct loss or damage sustained by reason of the breach. 

When an obligation resembling those created by contract has 
Compensation for failure ” incurred, and has not been dis- 
to discharge obligation re- charged, any person injured by the faiJ- 
sembling those created by ure to' discharge it is entitled to receive 
contract. Same Compensation from the party 

in default as if such person had contracted to discharge it, and 
had broken his contract. 

Explanation . — In estimating the loss or damage arising from 
a breach of contract, the means which existed of remedying the 
inconvenience caused by the non-performance of the contract must , 
be taken into account. 


Illustrations : 

(fl.) A contracts to sell and deliver 50 maunds of saltpetre to B at » 
certain price to be paid on delivery. A breaks his promise t B is entitled 
to receive from A, by way of compensation, the sum, if any, by which the 
contract-price falls short of the price for which B might have obtained 5 ^ 
maunds of saltpetre of like quality at the time when the saltpetre ought to 
have been delivered. 
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(6.) A hires B’s ship to go to Bombay, aud there take, on board, on 
the first of January, a cargo which A is to provide, and to bring it to 
Calcutta, the freight to be paid when earned. B’s ship does not go to 
Bombay, but A has opportunities of procuring suitable conveyance for the 
cargo upon terms as advantageous as those on which he bad chartered the 
ship. A avails himselt ol those opportunities, but is put to trouble and 
expense in doing so : A is entitled to receive compensation from B in res- 
pect of such trouble and expense. 

(c.) A contracts to buy of B, at a stated price, 50 maunds of rice, no 
time being fixed for delivery. A afterwards informs B that he will not ac-. 
cept the rice if tendered to him ; B is entitled to receive from A, by way 
of compensation, the amount, if any, by which the contract^price exceeds 
that which B can obtain for the rice at the time when A informs B that he 
will not accept it. 

{d.) A contracts to buy B’s ship for 60,000 rupees, but breaks his pro- 
mise : A must pay to B, by way of compensation, the excess, if any, of 
the contract^price over the price which B can obtain for the ship at the 
time of the breach of promise. 

(e.) A, the owner of a boat, contracts with B to take a cargo of jute to 
Mirzapur for sale at that place, starting on a specified day. The boat, 
owing to some avoidable cause, does not start at the time appointed, where- 
by the arrival of the cargo at Mirzapur is delayed beyond the time which it 
would have arrived if the boat had sailed according to the contract. After 
that date, and before the arrival of the cargo, the price of jute falls : The 
measure of the compensation payable 10 B by A is the difference between 
the price which B could have obtained for the cargo at Mirzapur at the 
time when it would have arrived if forwarded in due course and its market- 
price at the time when it actually arrived. 

(/.) A contracts to repair B’s house in a certain manner, and receives 
payment in advance. A repairs the house, but not according to contract : 
B is entitled to recover from A the costs of making the repairs conform to 
the contract. 

(g.) A contracts to let his ship to B for a year, from the first of January, 
}or a certain price. Freights raise, and, on the first of January, the hire ob- 
tainable for the ship is higher than the contract-price. A breaks his pro- 
mis^: He must pay to B, by way of compensation, a sum equal to the 
diffe ence between the contract-price and the price for which B could hire 
a similar ship for a year on and from the first of January. 

(^.) A contracts to supply B with a certain quantity of shot at a fixed 
price, being a higher price than that for which A could procure and deliver 
the iron. B wrongfully refuses to receive the iron : B must pay to A, by 
Way of compensation, the difference between the contract-price of tl\e iron 
and the sum for which A could have obtained and delivered it. 

(t.) A delivers to B, a common carrier, a machine to be conveyed, 
without delay to A^s mill, informing B that his mil! is stopped for want 
of the machine. B unreasonably delays the delivery of the machine, and 
A, in consequence, loses a profitable contract with the Government s A is 
entitled to receive from B, by way of compensation, the average amount of 
profit which would have been made by the working of the mill during the’ 
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time that delivery of it was delayed but not the Joss sustained through the 
loss of the Government contract. 

(y.) A, having contracted with B to supply B with 1,000 tons of iron, 
at 100 rupees a ton, to be delivered at a stated time, contracts with C for 
the purchase of 1,000 tons of iron at 80 lupees a ton, telling C that he does 
so for the purpose of performing his contract with B. C fails to perform 
his contract with A, who cannot procure other iron, and B, in consequence, 
rescinds the contract ; C must pay to A 20,000 rupees, being the profit 
which A would have made by the performance of his contract with B. 

{k.) A contracts with B to make and deliver to B, by a fixed day, for* 
a specified price, a certain piece of machinery. A does not deliver the 
piece of machinery at the time specified, and, in consequence of this, B is 
obliged to procure another at a higher price than that which he was to 
have paid to A* and is prevented from performing a contract which B had 
made with a thiid person at the time of his contract with A (but which 
had not been then communicated to A), and is compelled to make com* 
pensation for breach of that contract s A must pay to B, by way of com- 
pensation, the difference between the contract-price of the piece of machi- 
nery and the sum paid by B for another, but not the sum paid by B to the 
third person by way of compensation, 

(/.) A, a builder, contracts to erect and finish a house by the first of 
January in order that B may give possession of it at that time to C, to 
whom B has contracted to let it, A is informed of the contract between B 
and C. A builds the house so badly that before the first of January, it falls 
•down, and has to be rebuilt by B, who, in consequence, loses the rent which 
he was to have received from C, and is obliged to make compensation to 
C for the br^ ach of his contract : A must make compensation to B for the 
cost of rebuilding the house, fo: the rent lost, and for the compensation 
made to C. 

(7«.) A sells certain merchandise to B, warranting it to be of a parti- 
cular quality, and B, in reliance upon this warranty, sells it to C with a 
similar warranty. Ihe goods prove to be not according to the warranty 
and B becomes liable to pay C a sum of money by way of compensation ; 

B is entitled to be reimbursed this sum by A. 

(n.) A contracts to pay a sum tf money to B cn a day specified. A 
does not pay the money on that day, B, in consequence of not receiving 
the morey on that day, is unable to pay his debts, and is totally ruined : 
A is not liable to make good to B anything except the principal sum he 
contracted to pay together with interest up to the day of payment. 

(o.) A contracts to deliver 50 maunds of saltpetre to B on the first of 
January at a certain price, B afterwards, before the first of January, con- 
tracts to sell the saltpetre to C at a price higher than the market-price of 
the first of January. A breaks his promise: In estimating the compensa- 
tion payable by A to B. the market-price of the first of January, and not 
the profit which would have arisen to B from the sale to C, 5s to be taken 
into account. 

(p,) A contracts to sell and deliver 500 bales of cotton to B on a fixed 
day. A knows nothing of B's mode of conducting his business. A ^breaks 
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his promise, and B, having no cotton, is obliged to close his mill : A is 
not responsible to B for the loss caused to B by the closing of the mill. 

iq.) A contracts to sell and deliver to B, on the first of January, certain 
cloth which B intends to manufacture into caps of a panicular kind, foe 
which there i’? no demand except at that season. Thb cloth is not de- 
livered till after the appointed time, and too late to be used that year in 
making caps; B is entitled to receiv’c from A, by way of^ compensation, 
the difference between the contract-pricc of the cloth and its market-price 
at the time of delivery, but not the profits which he expected to obtain by 
making caps, nor the expenses which he has been put to in making pre- 
paration for the manufacture, 

(r.) A, a ship-owner, contracts which B to convey him from Calcutta 
to Sydney in ship sailing on the first of January, and B pays to A, 
by way of deposit, one-half of his passage-money- The ship does not 
sail on the first of January, and B. after being, in consequence, detained 
in Calcutta for some time, and thereby put to some expense, proceeds to 
Sydney in another vessel, and, in consequence, arriving too late in Sydney, 
loses a sum of money ; A is liable to repay to B his deposit with interest' 
and the expense to which he is put by his detention in Calcutta, and. 
the excess, it any of the passage-money paid for the second ship over 
that agreed upon for the first, but not the sum of money which B lost 
by arriving in Sydney too late. 

74-* When a contract has been broken, if a sum is named 
Compensation for breach in the contract as the amount to be 
of contract where penalty paid in case of such breach, or if the 
stipulated for. contract contains any other stipulation by 

Way of penalty, the party complaining of the breach is entitled, 
whether or not ac/ual damage or loss is proved to have been 
caused thereby, to receive from the party who has broken the 
contract reasonable compensation not exceeding the amount so 
named, or, as the case may be, the penalty stipulated for. 

Explanation, — A stipulation for increased interest from the 
date of default may be a stipulation by way of penalty. 

Exception . — When any person enters into any bail-bond, 
recognisance, or other instrument of the same nature, or, under the 
provisions of any law, or under the orders- of the Government of 
India, or of any Local Government, gives any bond for the perfor- 
mance of any public duty or act in which the public are interested, 

* Para, i of s. 74 and the Explanation following it have been sub- 
stituted for the paragraph originally enacted. The difference between the 
old and the new paragraph is shown by the italicized tvords, which are 
newly inserted in the repealed paragraph. The Explanation which 
tollows para, i is entirely new. See the Indian Contract Act Amend, 
ment Act tVI. of 1899), s. 4 (r). Amend- 
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be shall be liable, upon breach of the condition of any such instru- 
ment, to pay the whole sum mentioned therein. 

Explanation . — A person who enters into a contract with 
Government does not necessarily thereby undertake any public 
duty or promise to do an act in wnich the public are interested. 

Illustrations : 

(^T.) A contracts with B to pay 3 Rs, i,ooo if befalls to pay B Rs. 500 
on a given day. A fails to pay B Rs. 500 on that day : B is entitled to 
recover from A such compensation, not exceeding Rs. 1,000, as the Court 
considers reasonable. 

{b.) A contracts with B that, if A practises as a surgeon within 
Calcutta, he will pay B Rs. 5,000. A practises as a surgeon in Calcutta s 
B is entitled to such compensation, not exceeding Rs. 5,000, as the 
Court considers reasonable. 

(c.) A gives a recognisance binding him in a penalty of Rs. 500 
to appear in Court on a certain day. He forfeits his recognisance : He 
js liable to pay the whole penalty. 

(ii.)* A gives B a bond for the repayment of Rs 1,000 with interest 
at 12 per cent, at the end of six months, with a stipulation that, in 
case of default, interest shall be payable at the rate of 75 per cent, from 
the date of default: This is a stipulation by way of penalty, and B is 
only entitled to recover from A such compensation as the Court considers 
reasonable. 

(e.)* A, who owes money to B, a money-lender, undertakes to 
repay him by delivering to him to maunds of grain on a certain date, 
and stipulates that, in the event of his not delivering the stipulated amount 
by the stipulated date, he shall be liable to deliver 20 maunds : This is 
a stipulation by way of penalty, and B is only entitled to reasonable 
compensation in case of breach. 

(/.)* A undertakes to repay B a loan of Rs. 1,000 by five equal 
monthly instalments, with a stipulation that, in default of payment of 
any instalment, the whole shall become due : This stipulation is not by 
way of penalty, and the contract may be enforced according to its terms. 

(g,)^ A borrows Rs. 100 from B, and gives him a bond for Rs. 200 
payable by five yearly instalments of Rs. 40, with a stipulation that, in 
default of payment of any instalment, the whole shall become due; 
This is a stipulation by way of penalty, 

75. A person who rightfully recinds a contract is entitled 
. Party rightfully rescinding Compensation for any damage which 
contract entitled to compen- he has sustained through the non-fulfil- 

ment of the contract. 


* Illustrations {d}, {/), and (g*) have been added lo the original 

.ones to s 74 by the Indian Contract Act Amendment Act (VI. of i8p9)j 

-s. 4 
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lltustraiior.i 

A, a singer, contracts with B, Ithe manager of a theatre, to sing at his 
theatre for two nights in every week during the next two months, and B 
engages to pay her 100 rupees for each night’s performance. On the sixth 
night A wilfully absents herself from the theatre, and B, in consequence, 
rescinds the contract : B is entitled to claim compensation for the damage 
which he has sustained through the non-fulfilment of the contract. 


CHAPTER VII. 
Sale of Goods. 


When Property in Goods sold passes. 


76. In this Chapter, the word 
‘ goods' means and includes every kind 
of moveable properly. 

77 . ‘ Sale' is the exchange of property for a price. It involves 

the transfer of the ownership of the thing 
sold from the seller to the buyer. 

78. Sale is effected by offer and 
acceptance of ascertained goods for a 
price, 


^Goods’ defined. 


^Sale defined. 


Sale how efiected* 


or of a price for ascertained goods, 

together with payment of the price or delivery of the goods; 
or with tender, part-payment, earnest, or part-delivery ; or with an 
agreement, express or implied, that the payment or delivery, or 
both, shall be postponed. 

Where there is a contract for the sale of ascertained goods; 
the property in the goods sold passes to the buyer when the whole 
or part of the price, or when the earnest, is paid, or when the 
whole or part of the goods is delivered.*. 

If the parties agree, expressly or by implication, that the 
payment or delivery, or both, shall be postponed, the property 
passes as soon as the proposal for sale is accepted. 


Illustrations : 

(a.) B offers to buy A*s horse for 500 rupees. A accepts B's offer, 
and delivers the horse to B : The horse becomes B’s property on delivery. 

^ That is,^ when the whole is delivered, or when part is delivered in 
progress of delivery of the whole,— 5^^ s. 92, infra. 
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[b.) A sends goods to B with the request that he will buy them at a 
stated price if he approves of them, or return them if he does not approve 
of them. B retains the goods, and informs A that he approves of them: 
The goods become B’s when B retains them. 

(c.) B offers A, for his horse, i,ooo rupees, the horse to be delivered 
to B on a stated day, and the price to be paid on another stated day. A 
accepts the offer : The horse becomes B's as scon as the proposal is 
accepted. 

(rf.) B offers A, for his horse, T,ooo rupees on a month^s credit. A 
accepts the offer : The horse becomes B^s as soon as the offer is accepted. 

{e,) B, on the first January, offers to A, for a quantity of rice, 2,000 
rupees, to be paid on the first March following, the rice not to be taken 
away till paid for. A accepts the offer : The rice becomes B*s as soon as 
the offer is accepted . 

79. Where there is a contract for the sale of a thing which 

Transfer of ownership of has yet to be ascertained made or 
thing sold, which has yet to finished,^ the Ownership of the thing 
be ascertained, made, or not transferred to the buyer until it 
finished. jg ascertained, naade, or finished. 

Ilbisiration : 

B orders A, a barge-builder, to make him a barge. The price is not 
made payable by instalments. While the barge is building, B pays to A 
money from time to time on account of the price : The ownership of the 
barge does not pass to B until it is finished. 

80. Where, by a contract for the sale of goods, the seller i& 

to do anything to them for the purpose 
of putting them into a state in which the 
buyer is to lake them, the sale is not 
complete until such thing has been done* 

Illustration ; 


Completion of sale of goods 
which the seller is 10 put into 
state in which buyer is to 
take them. 


A, a ship-builder, contracts to sell to B for a stated price a vessel 
which is lying in A’s yard ; the vessel to be rigged and fitted for a voyage, 
and the price to be paid on delivery ; Under the contract, the property in 
the vessel does not pass to B until the vessel has been rigged, fitted up, 
and delivered. 


Completion of sale of goods 
when seller has to do any- 
thing thereto in order to as- 
certain price. 


81. Where anything remains to be 
done to the goods by the seller for the 
purpose of ascertaining the amount of 
the price, the sale is not complete until 
this has been done. 


f 


^ See s. 80, infra. 
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: Jllustrations, 

I 

(a.) A, the owner of a stack of bark, contracts to sell it to B, weigh 
and deliver it, at 100 rupees per ton. B agrees to take and pay for it on a 
certain day. Part is weighed and delivered to B : The ownership of the 
residue is not transferred to B until it has been weighed pursuant to the 
contract. 

( 3 ) A contracts to sell a heap of clay to B at a certain price per ton.» 
B is, by the contract, to load the clay in his own carts, and to weigh each, 
load at a certain weighing machine, which his carts mubt pass on their 
way from A^s grounds to B*s place of deposit : Here, nothing more remains 
to be done by the seller ; the sale is complete, and the ownership of the 
heap of clay is transferred at once. 

82. Where the goods are not ascertained at the time of 
Completion of sale when making the contract of sale, it is 

goods are unascertained at necessary to the completion of the sale 
date of contract. that the goods shall be ascertained.* 

IHustraiion. 

A agrees to sell to B 20 tons of oil in A’s cisterns. A’s cisterns con- 
tain more than 20 tons of oil ; No portion of the oil has become the pro- 
perty of B, 

83. Where the goods are not ascertained at the time of 
Ascertainment of goods by making the agreement for sale, but 

subsequent appropriation. goods answering the description in the 
agreement are subsequently appropriated by one parly for the pur- 
pose of the agreement, and that appropriation is assented to by the;, 
other, the goods have been ascertained, and the sale is complete. 

Illustration. 

A, having a quantity of sugar in bulk more than sufficient to fill 20 
hogsheads, contracts to sell B 20 hogsheads of it. After the contract, A. 
fills 20 hogsheads with the sugar, and gives notice to B that the hogsheads 
are ready, and requires him to take them away. B says he will take them 
as soon as he can ; By this appropriation by A and assent by B, the 
sugar becomes the property of B. 

84. Where the goods are not ascertained at the time of 

Ascertainment of goods by making the contract of sale, and, by the 

seller’s selection. terms of the ■contract, the seller is to do 

an act with reference to the goods which cannot be done until they 
are appropriated to the buyer, the seller has a right to select any 


i 


* See s. 79 , supra. 
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goods answering to the contract, and,' by his doing so, the goods 
are ascertained. 

’ Illustration. 

( B agrees with A to purchase of him at a stated price, to be paid on a 
fixed day, 50 maunds of rice out of a larger quantity in A’s granary. It is 
agreed that B shall send sacks for the rice, and that A shall put the rice 
into them. B does so, and A puts 50 maunds of rice into the sacks : The 
goods have been ascertained. 

85 . Where an agreement is made for the sale of immove- • 
Transfer of ownership of able and moveable property combined, 
moveable property when sold the Ownership of the moveable property 
together with immoveable. does not pass before the transfer of the 

immoveable property. 

Illustration, 

A agrees with B for the sale of a house and furniture : The ownership 
of the furniture does not pass to B until the house is conveyed to B. 

Buyer to bear loss after 86. When g’oods have become the 

goods have becovne his property of the buyer, he must bear any 
property. jQgg arising from their destruction or 

injury. 


Illustrations, 


(a ) B offers and A accepts loo rupees for a stack of fire- wood stan- 
-ding on A’s premises the fire-wood to be allowed to remain on A’s premises 
till a certain day, and not to be taken away till paid for. Before payment, 
and while the firewood is on A’s premises, it is accidentally destroyed by 
fire: B must bear the loss. 

(6.) A bids 1,000 rupees for a picture at a sale by auction. After 
the bid, it is injured by an accident. If the accident happens before the 
hammer falls, the loss falls on the seller ; if afterwards, on A. 


87 . When there is a contract for the sale of goods not yet 
Transfer of ownership tn existence, the ownership of the goods 
of goods agreed to be sold may be transferred by acts done after 
while non-existent. goods are produced in pursuance 

of the contract by the seller, or by the buyer with the seller's 
assent 

Illustraiions, 


(a.) A contracts to sell to B for a stated price, all the indigo which 
shall be produced at A’s factory during the ensuing year. A, when 
the indigo has been manufactured, gives B an acknowledgement that he 
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iolds the indigo at his disposal : The ownership of the indigo vests 
•in B from the date of the acknowledgement. 

(5.) A, for a stated price, contracts that B may take and sell any 
crops that shall be grown on A’s land in succession to the crops then 
standing. Under this contract, B, with the assent of A, takes possession 
of some crops grown in succession to the crops standing at the time 
of the contract : The ownership of the crops, when taken possession of, 
vests in B, 

(c.) A, for a stated price, contracts that B may take and sell any crops 
■that shall be grown on his land in succession to the crops then standing. 
Under this contract, B applies to A for possession of some crops grown 
in succession to the crops which were standing at the time of the contract. 
A refuses to give possession ; The ownership of the crops has not passed 
io B, though A may commit a breach of contract in refusing to give'^ 
possession. 

88. A contract for the sale of goods to be delivered at ^ 

Contract to sell and deli- binding, though the gOOds 

yer at future day goods not are not in the possession of the seller 
in seller’s possession at date at the time of making the contract, and 

of contract. though, at that time, he has no reason- 

able expectation of acquiring them otherwise than by purchase. 

Illustration. 

A contracts, on the first January, to sell B 50 shares in the East 
Indian Railway Company, to be delivered and paid for on the first March 
of the same year. A, at the time of making the contract, is not in pos- 
session of any shares : The contract is valid. 

89. Where the price of goods sold is not fixed by the con- 

Determination of price not tract of sale, the buyer is bound to 

-fixed by contract. pay the seller such a price as the 

Court considers reasonable. 


* Illustration^ 

B, living in Patna, orders of A, a coach-builder at Calcutta, a carriage 
oE a particular description. Nothing is said by either as to the price. The 
order having been executed, and the price being in dispute between the 
buyer and the seller, the Court must decide what price it considers reason- 
able, 1 > 


Delivery* 

90. Delivery of goods sold may be made by doing anything 

Delivery how made. the _ effect of putting them 

in the possession of the buyer, or of 
person authorized to hold them on his behalf. 
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5a 

* * * ' ’ Illustrations. 

{a») A sells to B a horse, and causes or permits it to be removed from 
A’s stable to B*s : The removal to B’s stable is a delivery, 

{b.) B in England orders 100 bales of cotton from A, a merchant of 
Bombay, and sends his own ship to Bombay for the cotton ; The putting 
the cotton on board the ship is a delivery to B. . ^ 

(c.) A sells to B certain specific goods which are locked up in a go- 
down. A gives B the key of the godown in order that he may get the 
goods : This is delivery. 

' {d.) A sells to B five specific casks of oil. The oil is in the warehouse 

of A. B sells the five casks to C. A receives warehouse-rent for them 
from C : This amounts to a delivery of the 'oil to C, as it shows an assent 
on the part of A to hold the goods as warehousemen of C. 

{e,) A sells to B 50 maunds of rice in the possession of C, a ware- 
houseman. A gives B an order to C to transfer the rice to B, and C as- 
sents to such order, and transfers the rice in his books to B ; This is a 
delivery. 

’ (/.) A agrees to sell B five tons of oil, at 1,000 rupees per ton, to be 

paid for at the time of delivery. A gives to C, a wharfinger, at whose 
wharf he had twenty tons of the oil, an order to transfer five of them into 
the name of B, C makes the transfer in his book s, and gives A’s clerk a 
notice of the transfer for B A*s clerk takes the transfer notice to B, and 
offers to give it to him on payment of the price of the oil. B refuses to 
pay: There has been no delivery to B, as B never assente d to make C 
his agent to hold for him the five tons selected by A 

91. A delivery to a wharfinger or carrier of the goods sold has 
Effect of delivery to whar- the same effect as a delivery to the buyer, 

pnger or carrier. but does not render the buyer liable for 

the price of goods which do not reach him unless the delivery is 
so made as to enable him to hold the wharfinger or carrier respon- 
sible for the safe custody or delivery of the goods. ^ 

Illustration, 

B, at Agra, orders of A, who lives at Calcutta, three casks of oil to be 
sent to him by railway. A takes three casks of oil directed to B to the rail- 
way station, and leaves them there without conforming to the rules which 
must be complied with in order to render the Railway Company responsible 
for their safety. The goods do not reach B : There has not been a suffi- 
cient delivery to charge B in a suit for the price. 

92. A delivery of part of goods, in progress of the delivery 

of the whole, has the same effect for 
Effect of part-dehvery. purpose of passing the property in 

such goods as a delivery of the whole; but a delivery of part of 
the goods, with an intention of severing it from the whole, does 
not operate as a deliveiy of the remainder. 
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, Illusirations. u 

^ (a.) A ship arrives in a harbour laden with a cargo consigned to A, 

the buyer of the cargo. The captain begins to discharge it, and delivers 
over part of the goods to A in progress of the delivery of the whole ; This 
is a delivery of the cargo to A for the purpose of passing the property in 
the cargo. 

, - (6.) A sells to B a stack of firewood, to he paid for by B on delivery. 
After the sale, B applies for and obtains from A leave to , take away some 

of the firewood ; This has not the legal effect of delivery of the whole. 

\ * 

(c.) A sells 50 maunds of rice to B. The rice remains in A’s warehouse. 
After the sale, B sells to C 10 maunds of the rice, and A, at B’s desire, sends 
the lo maunds to C. This has not the legal effect of a delivery of the 
whole. 

93. In the absence of any special promise, the seller -of 

Seller not bound to deli- goods is not bOund to deliver them 

ver until buyer applies tor until the buyer applies for delivery.* 
delivery. 


94. In the absence of any special promise as to delivery, 
tj,.- goods sold are to ber delivered at the 

; PlacotdeUv.,,. place at which they are" at the time of 

the sale ; and goods contracted to be sold are to be delivered at 
the place at which they are at the time of the contract tor sale, dr 
if not then in existence, at the place at which they are produced. 


Seller’s Lien. 

95 . Unless a contrary intention appears by the contract, a 

Seller’s lien. Seller has a lienf on sold goods as long 

as they remain in his possession, and 
the price or any part of it remains unpaid.^ 

96. Where, by the contract, the payment is to be made at a 
Lien where payment to be future day, but no time is fixed for the 

I future day, but no delivery of the goods, the seller has no 
1.™ii..dfor del,v,r,. , he buyer is entitled to a 

present delivery of the goods without payment. But, if the buyer 
4 >ecomes insolvent before delivery of the goods, or, If Ihe^ time ap- 
pointed for payment arrives before the delivery of the goods, the 
Seller may retain the goods for the price. ' / * ^ 


* See s, 46, supra. 

T For the amo'unt of the purchase'-money.ji^ ^ ) 
t X % Ot untendeted. m m i * 
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Explamiton, — A person is insolvent who has ceased to pay 

his debts in the usual course of bus!- 
* Insolvency ’ defined.! ness, or who is incapable of paying 

them. 

Illustration. 

» 

A sells to B a quantity of sugar in A’s warehouse. It is agreed that 
^hree months’ credit shall be given. B allows the sugar to remain in A's 
warehouse. Before the expiry of the three months, B becomes insolvent 
A may retain the goods for the price. 

97. Where, by the contract, the payment is to be made at 

a future day, and the buyer allows the 
Seller’s lien where payment goods to remain in the possession of the 

and buyer allows goods to seller until that day, and does not then 
remain in seller’s possession, pay for them, the seller may retain the 

goods for the price. 

Illustration. 

A sells to B a quantity of sugar in A’s warehouse. It is agreed that 
three months’ credit shall be given. B allows the sugar to remain in A’s- 
warehouse till the ejtpiry of the three months, and then does not pay for 
them : A may retain the goods for the price. 

98. A seller, in possession of goods sold, may retain them 
Seller’s lien against sub- for the price against any subsequent 

sequent buyer. buyer uiiless the seller has recognized 

the title of the subsequent buyer. 

Stoppage in Transit. 

^ 99. A seller who has parted with the possession of the- 

Power of seller to stop in goods, and has not received the whole 
transit. price, may, if the buyer becomes in- 

solvent, stop the goods while they are in transit to the buyer. 

100. Goods are to be deemed in transit while they are in 
When goods are to be the possession of the carrier, or lodged 
deemed in transit. at any place in the course of transmis- 

sion to the buyer, and are not yet come into the possession of the 
buyer or any person on his behalf, otherwise than as being in pos- 
session of the carrier, or as being so lodged. 

//lusirafions» 

(a.) B, living at Madras, crdersgoodsuf A^it Patna, and directs that 

they shall ht sent to Madras.’ The^oods are sent to Calcutta, and tner 
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delivered to C. a wharfinger, to be forwarded to Madras : The goods, 
while they are in the possession of C, are in transit. 

' (J.) B, at Delhi, orders goods of A at Calcutta. A consigns and 
forwards the goods to B at Delhi, On arrival there, they are taken to the 
warehouse of B, and left there, B refuses to receive them, and imme- 
diately afterwards stops pay ment : The goods are in transit. 

(r.) B, who lives at Puna, orders goods of A at Bombay. A sends 
them to Puna by C, a earner appointed by B. The goods arrive at Puna, 
and are placed by C, at B*s request, in C’s warehouse for B : The goods 
are no longer in transit. ' 

(d.) B, a merchant of London, orders 100 bales of cotton of A, a 
merchant at Bombay. B sends his own ship to Bombay for the cotton r 
The transit is at an end when the cotton is delivered on board the ship. 

[e) B, a merchant of London, orders 100 bales of cotton of A, a 
merchant at Bombay. B' sends his own ship to Bombay for the cotton.. 
A delivers the cotton on board the ship, and takes bills of lading from 
the master, making the cotton deliverable to A*s order or assigns. The 
cotton arrives at London, but, before coming into B’s possession, B be- 
comes insolvent. The cotton has not been paid for ; A may stop the* 
cotton. 


loi: The seller’s right of stoppage does not, except in the- 
Confmuance of right of cases hereinafter mentioned, cease om 
stoppage. the buyer’s re-selling the goods while 

in transit, and receiving the price, but continues until the goods- 
have been delivered to the secon d buyer, or to some person on his 
behalf. 


102. The right of stoppage ceases if the buyer, having 
Cessation of right on as- obtained a bill of lading or other do- 
sigament, by buyer, of bill cument showing title to the goods,* 
^ ^ assigns it, while the goods are in transit 

to a second buyer, who is acting in good faith, and who gives valu- 
able considejation for them. 


Illustrations* 

(^0 A sells and consigns certain goods to B, and sends him the bill of 
lading. A being still unpaid, B becomes insolvent, and, while the gooda 
in transit, assigns’tbe bill of lading for cash to C, who is not aware 
of his insolvency A cannot stop the goods in transit. 

(6.) A sells and consigns certain godds to B, h being still unpaid. B* 
becomes insolvent, and, while the goods are still in transit, assigns the 
bill of lading for cash to C, who knows that B is insolvent : The assign- 
ment not being in good faith, A may still stop the goods in transit. 
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103. Where a bill of lading or other instrument of title to 
^ Stoppage where bill of lad- any goods is assigned' by ' the buyer of 
inp , IS plcdfred to secure ' 8uch goods by Way of pledge to secure 
specific .advance. advance made jspecifically upon it in 

good faith, the seller cannot, except on payment or tender to the 
pledgee of the advance so made, stop the goods in transit. 

Illusiraiions, 


(a.) A sells and consigns goods to B of the value of i2,ooo rupees. B 
assigns the bill of lading for these goods to C to secure a specific advance of 
5,000 rupees made to him upon the bill of lading by C. B becomes insol- 
vent, being indebted to C to the amount of 9,000 rupees; A is not entitled 
to stop the goods except on payment or tender to C of 5,000 rupees, 

(^.) A sells and consigns goods to B of the value of 12,000 rupees. B 
assigns the bill of lading for these goods to C to secure the sum of 
rupees due from him to C upon a general balance of account. B becomes 
insolvent ; A is entitled to stop the goods in transit without payment or 
tender to C of the rupees. 


104 . The seller may effect stoppage in transit, either by 

stoppage how effected. taking actual possession of the goods 
, , or by giving notice of his claim to the 

carrier or other depository in whose possession they are. 


105. Such notice may be given, either to the person who has 

Notice of seller’s claim. immediate possession of the goods 

or to the principal whose servant nas 
possession. In the latter case, the notice must be given at such 
a time, and under such circumstances, that the principal, by the 
exercise of reasonable diligence, may communicate it to his servant 
in time to prevent a delivery to the buyer. ' ’ 


100. Stoppage in 

Right of seller on stoppage. 


transit entitles the seller to hold the goods 
stopped until the price of thtj whole of 
the goods sold is paid. 


, Illustration^ 

A «ells to B 100 bales of cotton ; 60 bales having come into B's pos*. 
session, and 40 being still in transit. B becomes insolvent, and A, being 
still unpaid, stops the 40 bales in transit : A is entitled to hold the 40 
bales until the price of the 100 bales is paid. 

Rissole. 

107. Where the buyer of goods fails to perform his part bf 
Re-sale on buyer's failure ^be contract, either by not taking c 
to perform. * • . * 'goods sold^o him/ or by not paying ror 
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them, the seller, having a lien on the goods, or having stopped 
them in transit, may, after giving notice to the buyer of his inten- 
tion to do so, re-sell them after the lapse of a reasonable tiniB, and- 
the buyer must bear any loss, but is not entitled to any pront, 
which may occur on such re-sale. ^ 

Title. 

108. No seller can give to the buyer of goods a better title 
Title conveyed by seller ol to those goods than he has hioiself, 
goods to buyer. esccpt in the following cases 1 — 

Exception i . — When any person is, by the consent of the 
owner, in possession of any goods, or of any bill of lading, dock- 
warrant, warehouse-keeper’s certificate, wharfinger’s certificate, or 
warrant or order for delivery, or other document showing title to 
goods, he may transfer the ownership of the goods, of which 
he is so in possession, or to which such documents relate, to any 
other person, and give such person a good title thereto, not- 
withstanding any instructious of the owner to the contrary r’" Pro- 
vided that the buyer acts in goods faith, and under circumstances 
which are not such as to raise a reasonable presumption that the 
person in possession of the goods or documents has no right to sell 
the goods. 

Exception 2 .- — If one of several joint owners of goods has the 
sole possession of them by the permission of the co-owners, the 
ownership of the goods is transferred to any person who buys them 
of such joint owner in good faith, and under circumstances which 
are not such as to raise a reasonable presumption that the person 
in possession of the goods has no right to sell them. 

Exception y. — When a person has obtained possession of 
goods under a contract voidable at the option of the other party 
thereto, the ownership of the goods is transferred to a third person, 
who, before the contiact is rescinded, buys them in good faith of 
the person in possession, unless the circumstances which render 
the contract voidable amounted to an oSence committed by the 
person in possession or those whom he represents. 

In this case the original seller is entitled to compensation 
from the original purchaser for any loss which the seller may have 
sustained by being prevented from rescinding the contract. 

■ ^ • 

I 1 * that this exception does not apply ‘ where there is 

Dly a qualified possession, such as a hirer of goods has, or where the pos« 
«ssion js for a specific purpose.'— Greewtooci v. HolgueiU, 12 B. L. R. 46. 
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Illusftaftorts, 

(«.) A buys from B, in good faith, a cow which B had stolen from C i 
The property in the cow is not transferred to A. 

(^0 A, a merchant, entrusts B, his agent, with a bill of lading relating 
to certain goods, and instructs B not to sell the goods for less than a cer- 
tain price, and not to give credit to D. B sells the goods to D for less than 
that price, and gives D three months^ credit j The property in the goods 
passes to D. 

(c.) A sells to B goods of which he has the bill of lading, but the bill 
of fading is made out for delivery of the goods to C, and it has not been 
endorsed by C j The property is not trimsferred to B, 

(d.) A, B, and C arc joint Hindu brothers, v/ho own certain cattle in 
common 4 A is left by B and C in possession of a cow, which he sells to 
D. D purchases hona fide : The property in the cow is transferred to D. 

{e,) A, by a misrepresentation not amounting to cheating, induces B 

to sell and deliver to him a horse. A sells the horse to C before B has 
rescinded the contract : The property in the horse is transferred to C 
B is entitfed to compensation from A for any loss which B has sustained 
by being prevented from rescinding the contract. 

(/• ) A compels B by wrongful intimidation, or induces him by cheat* 
ing or forgery, to sell him a horse, and, before B rescinds the contract, 
sells the horse to C t The property is not transferred to C% 

Warranty, 

loa If the buyer or any person claiming under him is, by 
Seller’s responsibility for reason of the invaVidiiy of the seller & 
badness of title. title, deprived of the thing sold, the seller 

is responsible to the buyer or the person claiming under him for 
loss caused thereby unless a contrary inleniion appears by the 
contract. 

Elstablisbment of implied 
vraxcaoty of goodness or 
quality. 


Warranty of soundness 
Implied on sale o! provisions* 


Warranty of bulk implied 
on sale of goods by sample, a 


1 10. An implied warranty of good- 
ness or quality may be established by 
the custom of any particular trade. 

111. On the sale of provisions,, 
there is an implied warranty that they 
are sound. 

112. On the sale of goods by 
sample, there is an implied warranty that 
the bulk is equal in quality to the 
sample.* 


.* See s. llS, infra. 
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113 . Where goods are sold as being of a certain denomina- 
Warranty implied where tion, there is ,an implied warranty that 
goods are sold as being of a they are such goods as are commercially 
certain denomination. known by that denomination, although' 

the buyer may have bought them by sample or after inspection of 
the bulk. 

Explanation. — ^But, if the contract specifically states that the 
goods, though sold as of a certain denomination, are not warranted 
to be of that denomination, there is no implied warranty. 

lll%i$iYaiions» 

{a ) A, at Calcutta, sells to B twelve bags of waste silk then on its 
way from Murshidabad to Calcutta : There is an implied warranty by A 
that the silk shall be such as is known in the market under the denomina- 
tion of “ waste silk.*' 

(&,) A buys, by sample, and after havingrinspected the bulk, 100 bales- 
of “ Fair Bengal " cotton. The cotton proves not to be such as is known 
in the market as Fair Bengal : There is a breach of warranty. 

114 * Where goods have been ordered for a specified purpos6» 
Warranty where goods or- which goods of the denomination 
dered for a specified purpose, mentioned in the order are usually sold^ 
there is an implied warranty by the seller that the goods supplied 
are fit for that purpose.* 


Illustration^ 

B orders of A, a copper-manufacturer, copper for sheathing a vesseU 
A, On this order, supplies copper : There is an implied warranty that the 
copper is fit for sheathing a vessel. ^ 


Warranty on sale of article 
0! well-known ascertained 
kind. 


115 . Upon the sale of an article 
of a well-known ascertained kind, there 
is no implied warranty of its fitness ^for 
any particular purpose. 


Illustration, 

B writes to A, the owner of a patent invention for cleaning cotton— 
"Send me your patent cotton cleaning machine to clean the cotton at m5r 
factory,” A sends the machine according to order : There is an implied 
Warranty by A that it is the article known as A's patent cotton-cleaning 
machine, but none that it is fit for the particular purpose of cleaning thi^ 
cotton at B's factory, ^ 

I i 

^ * Seo 8, itS, in/ra. j , ' , 
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116. In the absence of fraud, and of any express' warranty of 
Seller when not responsible quality, the seller of an article which 

for latent defects. answers the description under which it 

was sold is not responsible for, a latent defect in it. 

Illustration. 

A sells to B a horse. It turns out that the horse had, at the time of 
the sale, a defect of which A was unaware ; A is not responsible for this. 

117. Where a specific article, sold with a warranty, has been 
Buyer’s right on breach of delivered and accepted, and the war- 

warranty. ranty is broken, the sale is not thereby 

rendered voidable, but the buyer is entitled to compensation from 
the seller for loss caused by the breach of warranty. 

IlUistraiion. 

A sells and delivers to B a horse warranted sound. The horse proves 
to have been unsound at the time of sale ; The sale is not thereby rendered 
voidable, but B is entitled to compensation f^rom A for loss caused by the 
^onsoundness. 

118. Where there has been a contract with a warranty fo 
Right of buyer on breach Sale of goods Which, at the time or 

of warranty in respect of the contract, Were not ascertained or not 
goods not ascertained. jn existence, and the warrant is broken, 

the buyer may accept the goods, or refuse to accept the goods when 
tendered, 

or keep the goods for a time reasonably sufficient for examin* 
fng and trying them, and then refuse to accept them : Provided 
that, during such time, he exercises no other act of ownership over 
ithem than is necessary for the purpose of examination and trial. 

In any case, the buyer is entitled to compensation from the 
seller for any loss caused by the breach of warranty j but, if he ac- 
cepts the goods, and intends to claim compensation, he must give 
notice of his intention to do so within a reasonable time after dis- 
covering the breach of the warranty. 

t f 

t 

Illustrations, 

(a.) A agrees to sell and, without application on B’s part, deliver to B 
coo bales of unascertained cotton by sample. Cotton not in accordance 
with sample is delivered to B : B may return it if he has not kept it longer 
than a reasonable time for the purpose of examination. 

(6.) agrees to buy of A twenty-five sacks of flour by sampl^ 
flour is delivered to B, who pays the priee. B, upon examination, finds i 
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not equal to sample. B afterwards uses two sacks, and sells one : He! can* 
not now rescind the contract and recover the price ; but he is entitled to 
compensation from A for any loss caused by the breach of warranty. 

(c.) B makes two pairs of shoes for A by A’s order. When the shoes 
are delivered, they do not fit A. A keeps both pairs for a day. He wears 
one pair for a short time in the house, and takes a long walk out of doors 
in the other pair; He may refuse to accept the first pair, but not tho 
second. But he may recover compensation for any loss sustained by the 
defect of the second pair. 


MisceUaneous. , 

119* When the seller sends to the buyer goods not ordered 
When buyer may refuse to ^Ih gOOds Ordered, the buyer linay re- 
accept if goods not ordered fuse to accept any of the goods so sent 
are sent w»th goods ordered. •,[ jg qj, tjQuble in Separating 

ihe goods ordered from the goods not ordered. 


Illusiraiion^ 


A orders of B specific articles of china. B sends these articles to A ai? 
a hamper with other articles of china which had not been ordered ; A may 
refuse to accept any of the goods sent* 

120. If a buyer wrongfully refuses to accept the goods sold 
Effect of wrongful refusal to him, this amounts to a breach of the 
to accept. contract of sale. 


121. When goods sold have been delivered to the buyer, the 
Right of seller as to rescis- seller is not entitled to rescind the con- 
sion on failure of buyer to tract on the buyer’s failing to pay the 
pay price at time xed. Unless it waS 

Stipulated by the contract that he should be so entitled. 


122. Where goods are sold by auction, there is a distinct 
Sale and transfer of lots and separate sale of the goods in each 
sold by auction. lot, by which the ownership thereof is 

transferred as each lot is knocked down. 


128. If, at a sale by auction, the seller makes use of pre- 
Effect of use, by seller, of tended biddings to raise the price, the 
u -. aa : — . — .g Yoidable at the option of the 
buyer. 


pretended biddings to raise 
price. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 


Or Indesinitt and Guarantee. 

124. A contract by which one party promises to save the 
'Contract of indemnity' Other from loss caused to him by the 
-defined, conduct of the promisor himself, or by 

the conduct af any other person, is called a “contract of indemnity.” 

Illusiration, 


A contracts to jdemnify B against the consequences of any proceed- 
ings which C may take against B in respect of a certain sum of 500 rupees i 
This is a contract of idemnity. 


125. The promisee in a contract of indemnity, acting within 
Right of indemnity-holder the scope of his authority, is entitled to 
•^hen sued. recover from the promisor — 

(1) all damages which he may be compelled to pay in any 
•suit in respect of any matter to which Ihe promise to indemnify 
■applies ; 

( 2 ) all costs which he may be compelled to pay in any such 
suit if, in bringing or defending it, he did not contravene the orders 
of the promisor, and acted as it would have been prudent for him 
•to act in the absence of any contract of indemnity, or if the promisor 
.authorized him to bring or defend the suit ; 

( 3 ) all sums which he may have paid under the terms of any 
-oompromise of any such suit, if the compromise was not contrary 
to the orders of the promisor, and was one which it would have been 
prudent for the promisee to make in the absence of any contract 
•of indemnity, or if the promisor authorized hin to compromise the 
suit. 


126. A " contract of guarantee ” is a contract to perform the 
"Contract of guarantee." promise, or discharge the liability, ^ a 
"surety," “ principal debt- third person in case of his default. The 
or,” and “creditor.” person who gives the guarantee is called 

the “ surety " ; the person in respect of whose default the guarantee 
is given is called the "principal debtor"; and the person to whom 
the guarantee is given is called the “ creditor." A guarantee may 
ibe either oral or written. 


127. Anything done, or any promise made, for the benefit of 
Consideration for guar- the principal debtor, may be a sufficient 
.antee. consideration to the surety for giving me 

guarantee. 
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niustraiions. 


(fl.) B requests A to sell and deliver to him goods on credit. A agrees 
to do so provided C will guarantee the payment of the price of the goodsr 
C promises to guarantee the payment in consideration of A's promise 
to deliver the goods : This is a sufficient consideration for C’s promise. 

(A.) A sells and delivers goods to B. C afterwards requests A to 
forbear to sue B for the debt for a year, and promises that, if he does so, 
C will pay for them in default of payment by B. A agrees to forbear as 
requested 5 This is a sufficient consideration fOr Cs promise. 

(c) A sells and delivers goods to B, C afterwards, without considera* 
tion, agrees to pay for them in default of B : The agreement is void. 


128< Tne liabilily of the surety is co*estensive with that 
^ of the principal debtor unless it is 

urety s la 1 1 y. Otherwise provided by the contract. 


Jllustraiion. 

A guarantees to B the payment of a bill of exchange by C, the accep- 
tor, The bill is dishonoured by C- A is liable, not only for the amount 
of the bill, but also for any interest and charges which may have become 
4ue on it. 


Continuing guarantee.** 


129. A guarantee which extends 
to a series of transactions is called a 
“ continuing guarantee.” 


Illustrations^ 

(a.) A, in consideration that B will employ C in collecting the rents 
of B^s zammdari, promises B to be responsible, to the amount of S,000 
rupees, for the due collection and payment by C of those rents : This is a 
continuing guarantee. 

(6.) A guarantees payment to B, a tea-dealer, to the amount ofj^^ioo, 
•for any tea he may, from time to time, supply to C. B supplies C with 

lo above the value of ;^i^ioo, and C pays B for it. Afterwards B sup- 
plies C with tea to the value of ;^200. C fails to pay: The guarantee 
given by A was a continuing guarantee, and he is accordingly liable to B 

totheextent of :£ioo. . 

(^0 A guarantees payment to B of the price of five sacks of flour to be 
'delivered by B to C, and to be paid for in a month. B delivers five sacks 
? ^ pays for them. Afterwards B delivers four sacks ^to C, which C 

guarantee given by A was not a continuing 
g arantee, and accordingly he is not liable for the price of the four sacks. 

130. A continuing guarantee may at uny time be revoked 
Revocation of continuing by the surety, Ss to future transactions, 

by notice to the .creditor. 
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IlluziraiiohL 

i i(<y.) A, in consideration of B's discounting, at A’s request, bills of 
exchange for C; guarantees to B, fortwelve months, the due payment of) 
all such bills to the extent of 5,000 rupees. B discounts bills for C to the 
extent 'of 2,000 rupees. Afterwards, at the end of three months, A revokes 
the guarantee; This revocation discharges A from all liability to B for 
any subsequent discount. But A is liable to B for the 2,000 rupees on 
default of C. « 

(^.) A gurantees to B, to the extent of 10,000 rupees, that C shall 
pay all the bills that B shall draw upon him. B draws upon C. C accepts 
the bill. A gives notice of revocation, C dishonours the bill at maturity : 
A is liable upon his guarantee. 

131. The death of the surety operates/ in the absence of any 
Revocation of continuing contract to the contrary,* as a revocation 
guarantee by surety’s death, of a Continuing guarantee, so far as 
regards future transactions. 

. . 132. Where two persons contract with a third person to un- 

Liability of tvyo persons, dertake a certain liability, and also 
primarily liable, not affected contract with each Other that one' of 

them^VhaTo^^shall be siTre- ^hem shall be liable only on the default 
ty on other’s default. of the Other, the tliird person not being 

a party to such contract, the liability of each of such two per»sons 
to the third person under tne first contract is not affected by the 
existence of the second contract, although such third person may 
have been aware of its existence. 

Illustration. 

A and B make a joint and several promissory note to C. A makes it, 
in fact, as surety for B, and C knows this at the time when the note is 
made; The fact, that A, to the knowledge of C, made the note as, surety 
for B, is no answer to a suit by C against A upon the note. 

133. Any variance made without the surety’s consent in the 
Discharge of surety by of the contract between the prin- 

variance in terms of contract, cipal and the creditor discharges ihe 
surety as to transactions subsequent to the variance. 

Illustrations, 

(a.) A becomes surety to C for B*s conduct as a manager in C's Bank. 
Afterwards, B and C contract, without A’s consent, that B*s salary shall be 
raised, and that he shall become liable for one.fourth of the josses on 
overdraft. B allows a customer to overdraw, and the Bank loses a sum 
of money: A is discharged from his suretyship by the variance made 
without his consent, and is not liable to make good this loss. 
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(6.) A o'uarantees C against the nnisconduct of B in an office to which: 
B is appointed by C, and of which the duties [are defined by an Act of the 
Legislature. By a subsequent Act» the nature of the office is materially" 
altered. Afterwards, B misconducts himself : A is discharged by the* 
change from future liability under his guarantee, though the misconduct of 
B is in respect of a duty not affected by the later Act. 

{c.) C agrees to appoint B as his clerk to sell goods at a yearly salary 
upon A's becoming surety to C for B*s duly accounting for moneys re- 
ceived by him as such clerk. Afterwards, without As knowledge or con- 
sent, C and B agree that B should be paid by a commission on the goods 
sold by him, and not by a fixed salary i A is not liable for subsequent 
misconduct of B. 

{d.) A gives to C a continuing guarantee to the extent of 3,000 
rupees for any oil supplied by C to B on credit. Afterwards, B becomes 
embarrassed, and without the knowledge of A, B and C contract that C 
shall continue to supply B with oil for ready money, and that the pay'- 
ments shall be applied to the then existing debts between B and C : A 
is not liable on his guarantee for any goods supplied after this new ar- 
rangement. 

(e.) C contracts to lend B 5,000 rupees on the first March, A 
guarantees repayment. C pays the 5,000 rupees to B on the first January r 
A is discharged from his liability, as the contract has been varied, inasmuch 
as C might sue B for the money before the first of March, 

134 , The surety is discharged by any contract between the 
Discharge of surety by Creditor and the principal debtor, by 
release or discharge of prin- which the principal debtor is jelcased p. 
cipal debtor. Or by any act or omission of the cre- 

ditor, the legal consequence of which is the discharge of the prin- 
cipal debtor.^ 

Illustrations, 

(a.) A gives a guarantee to C for goods to be supplied by C to B. C 
supplies goods to B, and afterwards B becomes embarrassed, and contracts 
with his creditois (including C) to assign to them his property in con- 
sideration of their releasing him from their demands ; Here B is^'. released 
tfom his debt by the contract with C, and A is discharged^from his. 
suretyship, 

(^0 A contracts with B to grow a crop of’ indigo on A’s land, and to 
deliver it to B at a fixed rate, and C guarantees A^s performance of this 
contract. B diverts a stream of water which is necessary for irrigation of 
As land, and thereby prevents him from raising the indigo : C is no longer 
liable on his guarantee. . ^ 

(c.) A contracts with B for a fixed price to build a house for B withm. 
a stipulated time, B supplying the necessary timber% C guarantees 2 A*s 


• See ss. 39, S3, 54, 55, 62, 63, 67, ii8, and i2o, supra. 
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performance of the contract. B omits to supply the timber : C is dis* 
■charged from his suretyship. 

135. A contract between the creditor and the principal 
Discharge of surety when debtor, by which the creditor makes a 

■creditor compounds with, composition With, or promises to give 
gives time to, or agrees not time tO, Or not tO Sue, the principal 1 
to sue, principal debtor. debtor, discharges the surety, unless the 

surety assents to such contract. 

136. Where a contract to give time to the principal debtor 

c . . is made by the creditor with a third 

when agreement made with person, and flOt With the principal 
third person to give time to debtor, the surety is not discharged, 
•principal debtor. 


illustration, 

C, tlie holder of an overdue bill of exchange drawn by A as surety 
ior B, and accepted by B, contracts with M to give time to B ; A is not 
discharged. 

1 37. Mere forbearance on the part of the creditor to sue the 
Creditor’s forbearance to principal debtor, or to enforce any other 
sue does not discharge surety, remedy against him, does not, in the 
absence of any provision in the guarantee to the contrary, discharge 
the surety. 


Illustration, 

B owes to C a debt guaranteed by A. The debt becomes payable. 
C does not sue B for a year after the debt has become payable : A is 
■not discharged from his suretyship. 

138. Where there are co-sureties, a release by the creditor of 

Release of one co-surety one of them does not discharge the Others 
does not discharge others. neither does it free the surety so released 
from his responsibility to the other sureties.* 

189. If the creditor does any act which is inconsistent with 

Discharge of surety by of the surety, or omils to do 

creditor’s act or omission &ny act which his duty to the surely 
impairing surety’s eventual requires him to do, and the eventual 
remedy. remedy of the surety himself against the 

principal debtor is thereby impaired, the surety is discharged. 


f See s. 44, supra. ' 
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Illustrations. 

(a.) B contracts to build 1 a ship for C for a given sum to be paid 
by instalments as the work reaches certain stages. A becomes surety 
"to C for B*s due performance of the contract. C> without the know* 
ledge of A, prepays to B the last two instalments : A is discharged by 
the prepayment,* 

(6.) C lends money to B on the security of a joint and several pro* 
inissory note made in C^s favour by B, and by Af as surety for B, to* 
gether with a bill of sale of B's furniture, which gives power to C to 
sell the furniture, and apply the proceeds in discharge ot the note. Subse* 
quently, C sells the furniture, but, owing to his misconduct and wilful 
negligence, only a small price is realized : A is discharged from liability 
on the note. 

[c.) A puts M as apprentice to B, and gives a guarantee to B for M's 
fidelity. B promises on his part that he will, at least once a month, 
see M make up the cash, B omits to see this done as promised, and M 
-embezzles : A is not liable to B on his guarantee, 

140- Where a guaranteed debt has become due, or default 
Rights of surety on pay- principal debtor to perform a 

ment or performance. guaranteed duly has taken place, the 

surely, upon payment or performance of all that he is liable for, 
is invested with all the rights whicn the creditor had against the 
principal debior.f 

141» A surety is entitled to the benefit of every security which 
Surety's right to benefit of the creditor has against the principal 
^creditor's securities. debtor at the time when the contract of 

suretyship is entered into, whether the surety knows of the existence 
of such security or not; and, if the creditor loses or, without the 
consent of the surety, parts with such security, the surety is dis- 
'Charged to the extent of the value of the security. 

Illtistraltonso 

(a.) C advances to B, his tenant, 2,000 rupees on the guarantee of A. 
*C has also a further security for the 2,000 rupees by a mortgage of B's 
furniture. C cancels the mortgage. B becomes insolvent, and C sue§ 
A on his guarantee : A is discharged from liability to the amount of the 
value of the furniture. 

(^ ) C, a creditor, whose advance to B is secured by a decree, receives 
also a guarantee for that advance from A, C afterwards takes B's goods 
^ execution under the decree, and then, without the knowledge of A, with- 
uraws the execution ; A is discharged. 

* See s. X 22, supra. 

t For example, the right to stop in transit. 

? See s, 139, supra. 
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(c.) A, as surety for B, makes a bond jointly with B, to C, to secure a 
loan from C to B. Afterwards, C obtains from B a further security for the 
same debt. Subsequently, C gives up the further security ; A is not dis- 
charged. 

142 . Any guarantee which has been obtained by means of . 
Guarantee obtained by misrepresentation made by the Creditor, 
misrepresentation invalid. or with his knowledge and assent, con- 
cerning a material part of the transaction, is invalid. 

- 143 . Any guarantee which the creditor has obtained by 
Guarantee obtained by means of keeping silence as to a 
concealment invalid. material circumstance is invalid. 

Illustraiio72s, 

(a,) A engages B as clerk to collect money for him. B fails to account 
for some of his receipts, and A, in consequence, calls upon him to furnish 
security for his duly accounting. C gives his guarantee for B's duly ac* 
counting. A does not acquaint C with B's previous conduct. B afterwards' 
makes default : The guarantee is invalid. 

(5.) A guarantees to C payment for ir on to be supplied by him to B to 
the amount of 2,000 tons B and C have privately agreed that B should 
pay five rupees per ton beyond the market-price, such excess to be ap- 
plied in liquidation of an old debt. This agreement is concealed from A: 
A is not liable as a surety. 

144 . Where a person gives guarantee upon a contract that 

Guarantee on contract that Creditor shall not act upon it until 

creditor shall not act on it another perscn has joined in it as co- 
until co-surety joins. Surety, the guarantee is not valid if that 

other person does not join.^ 

145 . In every contract of guarantee, there is an implied 
Implied promise to jndem- promise by the principal debtor to 

nify surety. ' indemnify the Surety ; and the surety is 

entitled to recover from the principal debtor whatever sum he has 
rightfully paid under the guarantee, but no sums which he has paid 
wrongfully. 

Illustrations^ 

(a.) B is indebted to C, and A is surety for the debt. C demands pay- 
ment ftdhi A, and, on his refusal, sues 'him for the amount. A defends the* 
suit, having reasonable grounds for doing so, but he is compelled to pay 
the am-ount of the debt .with costs : He can recover from B the amount 
paid by him for costs as well as the principal debt 


* See s. 33, supra* 
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(S.) C lends B a sum of money, and A, at the request of B, accepts a 
bill of exchange drawn by B upon A to secure the amount. C, the holder 
of the bill, demands payment of it from A, and, on A’s refusal to pay, sues 
him upon the bill. A, not having reasonable grounds for so doing, defends 
the suit, and has to pay the amount of the bill and costs. He can re- 
cover from B the amountof thebiil, but not the sum paid for costs, as thcro 
was no real ground for defending the action. 

(c.) A guarantees to C to the extent of 2.000 rupees, payment for rice 
to be supplied by C to B. C supplies to B rice to a less amount than 2,000 
rupees, but obtains from A payment of the sum of 2,000 rupees in respect 
of the rice supplied *, A cannot recover from B more than the price of the 
rice actually supplied. 

146. Where two or more persons are co-sureties for the same 
Co-sureties liable to con- f^ebt or duty, either jointly or severally, 
tribute equally. and whether under the same or different 

contracts, and whether with or without the knowledge of each other, 
the co-sureties, in the absence of any contract to the contrary, are 
liable, as between themselves, to pay each an equal share of the 
whole debt- or of that part of it which remains unpaid by the 
principal debtor.* 

llluHrdiiotss. 

(a) A, B, and C are sureties to D for the sum of 3,000 rupees lent to 
E. E makes default in payment ; A, B, and C are liable, as between them- 
selves, to pay 1,000 rupees each, 

{b.) A, B, and C are sureties to D for the sura of 1,000 rupees lent to 
E, and there is a contract between A, B. and C that A is to be responsible to 
the extent of one quarter, B to the extent of one quarter, and C to the 
•extent of one half. E makes default in payment j As between the sureties, 
A is liable to pay 250 rupees, B 250 rupees, and C 500 rupees. 

147 . Co-sureties who are bound in different sums are liable 
Liability of co-sureties fo pay equally as far as the limits 

bound in different sums. of their respective obligations permit.* 

llltistraiions. 

_ {«.) A, B, and C, as sureties for D, enter into three several bonds, each 

in a different penalty, namely, A in the penalty of 10,000 rupees, B in that 
•of 20.000 rupees, C in that of 40,000 rupees, conditioned for D's duly ac- 
counting to E. D makes default to the extent of 30,000 rupees 1 A, B, 
3 na C are each liable to pay 10,000 rupees. 

. A, B, and C, as sureties for D, enter into three several bonds each 

namely A in the penalty oJ 10,000 rupees, B in 
at of 20,000 rupees, C in that of 40,000 rupees, conditioned for D^s duly 
to E, D makes default to the extent of 40,000 rupees x A is 
to pay 10,000 rupees, and B and C iSjOoo. rupees each. 


See s. 43, ^upra^ 
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c’' (c.) A, B, and C, as sureties for D, enter into three several bonds,, 
each in a different penalty, namely, A in the penalty of 10,000 rupees, B in 
that of 20,000 rupees, C in that of 40,000 rupees, conditioned for D’s dul3r 
accounting to E. D makes default to the extent of 70,000 rupees; A, 
B, and C have to pay each the full penalty of his bond. 


CHAPTER IX. 

Of Bailment. 

14S. A “ bailment" is the delivery cf goods by one person 
* Bailment/ ‘bailor,’ and lo another for some purpose upon & 
‘bailee,’ defined. contract that they shall, when the pur* 

pose is accomplished, be returned or otherwise disposed of accord- 
ing to the directions of the persons delivering them. The person 
delivering the goods is called the “ bailor.” The person to whom 
they are delivered is called the “bailee.” 

Explanaiio7i. — ^If a person, already in possession of the goods- 
of another, contracts to hold them as a bailee, he thereby becomes 
the bailee, and the owner becomes the bailor, of such goods, although 
they may not have been delivered by way of bailment. 

149. The delivery to the bailee may be made by doing any 

Delivery to bailee how thing which has the effect of putting 

made. the goods in the possession of the in- 

tended bailee, or of any person authorized to hold them on his 
behalf. 

150. The bailor is bound to disclose to the bailee faults in 

' Bailor^s duty to disclose goods bailed, of which the bailor is 

faults in goods bailed. aware, and which materially interfere 

with the use of them, or expose the bailee to extraordinary risks; 
and, if he does not make such disclosure, he is responsible for 
damage arising to the bailee directly from such faults. 

If the goods are bailed for hire, the bailor is responsible for 
such damage, whether he was or was not aware of the existence of 
such faults in the goods bailed. 

Illustrations. 

(/j.) A lends a horse, which he knows to be vicious, to B. He does 
not disclose the fact that the horse is vicious. The horse runs away* B « 
thrown and injured : A is responsible to B for damage sustained. 

^ (^.) A hires a carriage of B. The carriage is unsafe, though B is not 

aware of it, and A is injured : B is responsible to A for the injury. 
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151. In all cases of bailment, the bailee is bound to take as 

„ . , , , much care of the goods bailed to him 

Caretobetakenbyba.lee. a man of Ordinary prudence would, 

under similar circumstances, take of his own goods of the same 
bulk, quality, and value as the goods bailed.^ 

152. The bailee, in the absence of any special contract, is 
Bailee when not liable for not responsible for the iloss, destruction, 

loss, &c., of things bailed. or deterioration of the thing bailed if he 
has taken the amount of care of it described in section 151 . 

153. A contract of bailment is voidable at the option of the 
Termination of bailment bailor if the bailee does any act with 

by bailee’s act inconsistent regard to the goods bailed inconsistent 
with conditions. condition of the bailment. 


Illustraiion, 

A lets to B for hire a horse for his own riding. B drives the horse 
in his carriage ; This is, at the option of A, a termination of the bailment. 

154* If the bailee makes any use of the goods bailed which 
Liability of bailee making is not according to the conditions of the 
unauthorized use of goods bailment, he is liable to make com- 

pensation to' the bailor for any damage 
arising to the goods from or during such use of them. 


Illustrations. 

(a.) A lends a horse to B for his own riding only. B allows C, a 
member of his family, to ride the horse. C rides with care, but the horse 
accidentally falls, and is injured ; B is liable to make compensation to A 
for the injury done to the horse. 

(6.) A hires a horse in Calcutta from B expressly to march to Benares 
A rides with due care, but marches to Cuttack instead. The horse ac- 
cidentally falls, and is injured: A is liable to make compensation to B> 
for the injury to the horse. 

155. If the bailee, with the consent of the bailor, mixes the 
Effect of mixture, with goods of the bailor with his own goods, 
goods the bailor and the bailee shall have an 
interest, m propertion to their respective 
shares, in the mixture thus produced. , 


* As to railway contracts, see the Indian Railways Act, 1S90 (IX. of 
r,??' 72. -C)'. also, as to liability of common carriers, s. 8 of the 

'-arners Act (HI. of 1865). ......... 
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1 56. It the bailee, without the consent of the bailor, mixes 
Effect of mixture without the goods of the bailor with his own 

bailor’s consent when the goods, and the goods Can be Separated 
goods can be separ.ated. qj, divided, the property in the goods 

remains in the parties respectively; bnt the bailee is bound to bear 
the expense of separation or division, and any damage .arising from 
Che mixture. 

Illusiraiion. 

A bails 100 bales of cotton marked with a particular mark to B. B, 
without A’s consent, mixes the lOO bales with other bales of his own, bear- 
ing a different mark: A is entitled to have his lOO bales returned, and B is 
.bound to bear all the expense incurred in the separation of the bales and 
any other incidental damage. 

157. If the bailee, without the consent of the bailor, mixes 
Effect of mixture without the goods of the bailor with his own 

bailor’s consent wnen the goods in such a manner that it is im- 
goods cannot be separated. possible to Separate the goods bailed 
from the other goods, and deliver them back, the bailor is entitled 
to be compensated by the bailee for the loss of the goods. 

Illustration^ 

A bails a barrel of Cape-flour, worth, Rs. 45, to B. B, without A*s 
consent, mixes the flour with country flour of his own worth only Rs. 252 
barrel : B most compensate A for the loss of his flour. 

158. Where, by the conditions of the bailment, the goods 
Repayment by bailor of ^re to be kept Or to be carried, or to have 

■necessary expenses. work done upon them, by the bailee for 

the bailor, and the bailee is to receive no remuneration, the bailor 
shall repay to the bailee the necessary expenses incurred by him for 
Jthe purpose of the bailment. 

159. The lender of a thing for use may at any time require 
Restoration of goods lent ‘ts return if the loan was gratuitous, even 

gratuitously. though he lent it for a specified time or 

purpose. But, if, on the faith of such loan made for a specified 
time or purpose, the borrower has acted in such a manner that the 
return of the thing lent before the time agreed upon would cause 
him loss exceeding the benefit actually derived by him from the 
loan, the lender must, if he compels the return, indemnify the bor- 
rower for the amount in which the loss so occasioned exceeds the 
ibenefit so derived.* 


* See Story, Bailments, J 258. 
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100. It is the duty of the bailee to return or deliver, accord- 
Return of goods bailed on ing to the bailor’s directions, the goods 
expiration of time or accom- bailed, 'without demand, as soon as the 
plishment of purpose. for which they Were bailed has ex- 

pired, or the purpose for which they were bailed has been accom- 
plished.* 

161. If, by the fault of the bailee, the goods are not returned, 
Baiiee’s responsibility when delivered, or tendered at the proper 
:goods are not duly, returned, lime, he IS responsible to the bailor for 
-any loss, destruction, or deterioration of the goods from that time.f 


Termination of gratuitous 
bailment by death. 


162. A gratuitous bailment is ter- 
minated by the death, either of the bailor, 
or of the bailee. 


163. In the absence of any contract to the contrary, the 
Bailor entitled to increase bailee is bound to deliver to the bailor, 
or profit from goods bailed. or according to his directions, any in- 
crese or profit which may have accrued from the goods bailed. 


Illustration. 

A leaves a cow in the custody of B to be taken care of. The cow has 
a calf ; B is bound to deliver the calf as well as the cow to A. 


164. The bailor is responsible to the bailee for any loss 
Bailor’s responsibility to which the bailee may sustain by reason 

that the bailor was not entitled to make 
the bailment, or to receive back the goods, or to give directions 
respecting them. 

165. If several joint owners of goods bail them, the bailee 
Bailment by several joint may deliver them back to, or according 

to the directions of, one joint owner 
without the consent of all in the absence of any agreement to the 
contrary. 

166. If the bailor has no title to the goods, and the bailee, in 

good faith, delivers them back to, or 
according to the directions of, the bailor, 
the bailee is not responsible to the 

owner in respect of such delivery.^ 

... * But ste ss. 24, 152, supra, and 170, infra, to the provisions of which 
tnis section must be subject. 

t As to railway contracts, seethe Indian Railways Act (IX. of tSoo), 

72. 

t See the Indian Evidence Act (I. of 1872), s. 1 17. 


Baijee not responsible on 
're-delivery to bailor without 
title. 
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167. If a person other than the bailor claims goods bailed, 

he may apply to the Court to stop the 
delivery of the goods to the bailor, and 
to decide the title to the goods. 

goods has no right to sue the owner for 
compensation for trouble and expense 
voluntarily incurred by him to preserve 
the goods, and to find out the owner ; but he may retain the goods 
against the owner until he receives such compensation ; and, where 
the owner has offered a specific reward for the return of goods lost, 
for specific re- finder may sue for such reward, and 
may retain the goods until he receives it.* 


Right of third person claim- 
ing goods bailed. 

108. The finder of 

Right of finder of goods ; 


may sue 
%vard offered. 


109. When a thin g, which is commonly the subject of sale. 
When finderof thing com* iosl, if the owner cannot, with reason— 
monly on sale may sell it. able diligence, be found, or if he refuses, 

upon demand, to pay the lawful charges of the finder, the finder may 
sell it-— 


(/) when the thing is in danger of perishing or of losing the 
greater part of its value ; or 

( 2 ) when the lawful charges of the finder in respect of the 
thing found amount to two-thirds of its value, f 


170. Where the bailee has, in accordance with the purpose 
o , .. , of the bailment, rendered any service 

involving the exercise of labour or skiu 
in respect of the goods bailed, he has, in the absence of a contract 
to the contrary, right to retain such goods until he receives due 
remuneration for the services he has rendered in respect of them. 


//^us^ra^tons, 

(a.) A delivers a rough diamond to B, a jeweller, to be cut and polished 
which is accordingly done : B is entitled to retain the stone till he is paid 
for the services he has rendered, 

(d.) A gives cloth to B, a tailor, to make into a coat, B promises A 
to deliver the coat as soon as it is finished, and fo give A three months’ 
credit for the price B is not entitled to retain the coat until he is paid. 


171. BankerSjfactors, wharfingers, attorneys of a High Court, 
General lien of bankers^ and policy-bfokers may, in the absence 
factors, wharfingers, attor- of a contract to the contrary, retain, as 
fieys,.'and policy-brokers, security for a general balance of ac; 


* See Story, § I2ta. 

t Ycrh Civil Code^^^ 943. - 
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count, any goods* bailed to themjf but no other persons have a 
right to retain, as a security for such balance, goods bailed to then& 
unless there is an express contract to that effect.^ 


Bailments of Pledges. 

172. The bailment of goods as security for payment of & 
“Pledge,” “pawnor,” debt or performance of a promise is 

and ‘^pawnee,” defined. Called “pledge.” The bailor ;s in this 
case called the " pawnor.” The bailee is called the “ pawnee.” 

173. The pawnee may retain the goods pledged, not only 

„ , . , r . for payment of the debt or the perform- 

Pawnee s righr of retainer. _ t .u i . r„ .1 

ance of the promise, but for the interest 
of the debt, and all necessary expenses incurred by him in respect 
of the possession, or for the preservation, of the goods pledge. 

174. The pawnee shall not, in the absence of a contract ta 

Pawnee not to retain for ‘^at effect, retain the goods pledged for 
debt or promise orher than any debt or promise Other than the debt 
thatfor which goods pledged, or promise for which they are pledged,^ 
Presumption in case of but such contract, in the absence of 
subsequent advances. anything to the contrary, shall be pre- 

sumed in regard to subsequent advances made by the pawnee. 

175. The pawnee is entitled to receive from the pawnor 
Pawnee’s right as to ex- extraordinary expenses incurred by him 

traordinary expenses incnr- for the preservation of the gOOds 

pledged. 

176. If the pawnor makes default in payment of the debt 
Pawnee’s rights where paw- or performance, at the stipulated time,. 

nor makes default. of the promise in respect of which the 

goqds were pledged, the pawnee may bring a suit § against the paw- 
nor upon the debt or promise, and retain the goods pledged as a 
collateral security; or he rriay sell the thing pledged, on giving the' 
pawnor reasonable notice of the sale. 

* Whether belonging to the bailor or not. 

T As such. 

P t As to the lien of an agent, see s. 221, infra. As to the lien of 
'Kailway Administrations, see the Indian Railways Act (IX. of 1890), s. 55^ 
fv 5 Within three years from the making of the doan or the breach o£ 
the promise. — Seethe Indian Limitation Act (IX. of igo8), Sch. I., No^ 
S 7 and 11s. .. ,, .% . : ; 
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If the proceeds of such sale are less than the amount due in 
respect of the debtor promise, the pawnor is still liable to pay the 
balance. If the proceeds of the sale are greater than the amount 
so due, the pawnee shall pay over the surplus to the pawnor. 

177. If a time is stipulated for the payment of the debt or 
Defaulting pawnor’s right performance of the promise, for which 

to redeem. the pledge is made, and the pawnor 

makes default in payment of the debt or performance of the pro- 
mise at tne stipulated time, he may redeem the goods pledged at 
any subsequent time before the actual sale of them but he must, 
in that case, pay, in addition, any expenses which have arisen from 
his default. 

178. A person who is in possession of any goods, or of any 
Pledge by possessor of bill of lading, dock-warrant, warehouse- 

goods or of documentary title keeper’s certificate, wharfinger’s certi- 
to goods. ficate, or warrant or order for delivery, 

or any other document of title to goods, may make a valid pledge 
of such goods or documents : Provided that the pawnee acts in 
good faith, and under circumstances which are not such as to raise 
a reasonable presumption that the pawnor is acting improperly: 

Provided also that such goods or documents have not been 
obtained from their lawful owner, or from any person in lawful 
custody of them, by means of an offence or fraud.f 

179. Where a person pledges goods in which he has only a 
Pledge where pawnor has limited interest, the pledge is valid to 
-only limited interest. the extent of that interest. 


Suiis dy Bailees or Bailors against Wrong-doers , 

ISO. If a third person wrongfully deprives the bailee of the 
Suit by bailor or bailee use or possession of the goods bailed, or 
against wrong-doer. does them any injury, the bailee is en- 

titled to use such remedies as the owner might have used in the 
like case if no bailment had been made; and either the bailor or 
the bailee may bring a suit against a third person for such depri- 
vation or injury. 


♦ For limitation, see the Indian Limitation Act (IX. of rpoS), Scb. Li 
No. 145- 

f Cf. the Factors Act (S & 6 Viet., c. 39), ss. i and 3, 
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181* Whatever is obtained by way of relief or cempensation 
Apportionment of relief in any such Suit Shall, as between the 
jr compensation obtained by bailor and the bailee, be dealt with 
such suit. according to their respective interests. 


CHAPTER X. 


Agency. 


Appoinvient and Aulhoriiy 0/ A 

182. An agent ” is a person employed to do any act for 
“Agent” and “ princi- another,* or to represent another in deal- 
pal” defined. ings with third persons. The person for 

whom such act is done, or who is so represented, is called the 
“ principal.” 

1S8. Any person who is oi the age oi maiDrity accoxAing \t> 
„„ , the law to which he is subject, and who 

o may emp oy agent. Sound mind, may employ an agent.f 


184. AS between the principal and third persons, any person 
,,,, , ^ may become an agent ; but no person- 

o may e an agen . majority and of 

sound mind can become an agent so as to be responsible to his 
principal according to the provisions in that behalf herein contained. 


Consideration not neces- 185. No consideration is neces- 
sary. sary to create an agency. 


Agent’s authority may be ISo. The authority of an agent 

expressed or implied. may be expressed or implied.^ 

187. An authority is said to be express when it is given bjj 
Definitions of express and woids spoken or written. An authority 
implied authority. is said to be implied when it is to be* 

inferred from the circumstances of the case ; and things spoken or 
written, or the ordinary course of dealing, may be accounted cir- 
cumstances of the case. 


* (y. s, 225, infra. As to the effect of an agent’s fraud, see s. 17 
and s. 238, infra. 
t ty. s. II, supra, 

j: But the Indian Registration Act (XVI. of 1908), s. 33, and thc^ 
Code of Civil Procedure (Act V. of 1908), O. III., r* 4 * 



78 


CONTRACT. ' 


[Act IX. 


Illustration. 


A owns a shop in Serampore, living himself in Calcutta, and visiting 
the shop occasionally. The shop is managed by B, and he is in the habit 
of ordering goods from C in the name of A for the purposes of the shop, 
and of paying for them out of A*3 funds with A's knowledge ; B has an 
•implied authority from A to order goods from C in the name of A for the 
tpurposes of the shop. 


188, An agent, having an authority to do an act, has author- 

Extolof»i:=M's«ulhorit,. "y 

necessary m order to do such act. 

An agent having an authority to carry on a business has 
authority to do every lawful thing necessary for the purpose, or 
usually done in the course of conducting such business. 


Illustrations.. 


(o*) A is employed by B, residing in London, to recover at Bombay 
.a debt due to B : A may adopt any legal process necessary for the pur- 
pose of recovering the debt, and may give a valid discharge for the same., 

{b.) A constitutes B his agent to carry on his business of a ship- 
builder : B may purchase timber and other materials, and hire workmen, 
.for the purpose of carrying on the business. 

189. An agent has authority, in an emergency, to do all 
Agent^s authority in an such acts for the purpose of protecting 
emergency. his principal from loss as would be done 

by a person of ordinary prudence in his own case under similar 
^circumstances.^ 

Illustrations. 


x(a.) An agent for sale may have goods repaired if it be necessary. 

(b.) A consigns provisions to B at Calcutta, with directions to send 
them immediately to C at Cuttack ; B may sell the provisions at Calcutta 
, it, they will not bear the journey to Cuttuck without spoiling. 


St/d-Ag^nfs. 

190. An agent cannot lawfully employ another to perform 
- When agent cannot deJc" acts which he has expressly or impliedly 
gate. undertaken to perform personally, un- 

less, by the ordinary custom of trade, a sub-agent may, or, from the; 
nature of the agency, a sub-agent must, be employed. 

^ — ^ 

, ’..But.ieff s. ai4, jfyVfl. - 
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191. A “ 

"Sub-agent” defined. 


sub-agent” is a person employed by, and acting 
under the control of, the original agent 
in the absence of the agency. 


192. Where a sub-agent is properly appointed, the principal. 

Representation of princi- is, SO far as regards third persons, 
pa! by sub-agent properly represented by the sub-agent, and is 
appointed. bound by, and responsible for, his acts, 

as if he were an agent originally appointed by the principal. 

Agent’s responsibility for The agent IS responsible to the 

sub-agent. principal for the acts of the sub-agent. 


The sub-agent is responsible for his acts to the agent, but not 

to the principal, except in cases of fraud, 
or wilful wrong. 


Sub-ag’ent^s responsibility. 


193. Where an agent, without having authority to do so, has 
Agent’s responsibility for appointed a person to act as a sub- 

•sub-agent appointed without agent, the agent Stands towards such 
authority. person in the relation of a principal to 

an agent, and is responsible for his acts, both to the principal and 
to third persons ; the principal is not represented by, or responsible 
.for, the acts of the persons so employed* nor is that person res- 
ponsible to the principal. 

194. Where an agent, holding an express or implied author- 

Relation between principal ^^7 natne another person to act for 
and person duly appointed the principal 'in the business of the 
by agent to act in business agency, has named another person 

accordingly, such person is not a sub- 
agem, but an agent of the principal for such part of the business 
of the agency as is entrusted to him. 


Illustrations^ 


(a.) A directs B, his solicitor, to sell his estate by auction, and to 
^mploy an auctioneer for the purpose. B names C, an auctioneer, to con- 
duct the sale : C is not a sub-agent, but is A’s agent for the conduct of 
the sale. 


(^ ) A authorizes B, a merchant in Calcutta, to recover the moneys due 
to A from C & Co. B instructs D, a solicitor, to take legal proceedings 
against C & Co. for the recovery of the money : D is not a sub-agent but 
*s solicitor for A. ' 


* Unless, of course, .he ratifies them . — See s. 196, tn/ra. 
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195. In sck'Ciing such agent for his principal, an agent is 
Agent's duly in n.-iininp bound to exercise the same amount of 
such person. discretion as a man of ordinary pru- 

dence would exercise in his own case ; and, if he does this, he is 
not responsible to ttie principal for the acts or negligence of the 
agent so selected. 

Jllusirafiotss. 

(a.) A instructs B, a merchant, to buy a ship for him. B employs a 
ship-surv'cyor of pood reputation to choose a ship for A. The surveyor 
makes the choice neglipcntly, and the ship turns out to be unseaworthy, 
and is lost ; B :r. not, but the surveyor is, responsible to A. 

(b.) A consigns goods to B, a merchant, for sale. B, in due course, 
employs an auctioneer in good credit to sell the goods of A, and allows 
the auctioneer to receive the proceeds of the sale. The auctioneer after- 
wards becomes insolvent without having accounted for the proceeds : B 
is not responsible to A for the proceed.s. 


Rattficatian. 

are done by one person on behalf of 
another, but without his knowledge or 
authority, he may elect to ratify or to 
disown such act. If he ratify them, the 
same effects will follow as if they had 
been performed by his authoiily. 

197. Ratification may be expressed or may be implied 
Ratification may be cx- in the conduct of the person on whose 
pressed or implied. behalf the acts are done. 


196. Where acts* 

Ripfht of person as to acts 
done for him without his au • 
thority. 

EfTect of ratification. 


//lus^ra^tOTts, 

(nr.) A, without authority, buys goods for B. Afterwards B sells them 
to C on his own account : B’s conduct implies a ratification of the pur- 
chase made for him by A. 

(^). A, without B's authority, lends B*s money to C. Afterwards B 
accepts interest on the money from C : B’s conduct implies a ratification 
of the loan. 


198> No valid ratification can be made by a person whose 
Knowledge requisite to knowledge of the facts of the case is 
valid ratification. materially defective. 


Effect of ratifying unautho- 
rized act forming part of a 
transaction. 


199. A person ratifying any un- 
authorized act done on his behalf ratifies 
the whole of the transaction of which 
such act formed a part. 


* hat is, lawful acts. 
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200. An act done by one person on behalf of another, with- 
,, c-c out such other person's authority, which, 

ed^acf rannot° injure third If done with authority, would have the 
person. effect of subjecting a third person to 

damages, or of terminating any right or interest of a third person, 
cannot, by ratification, be made to have such effect. 

IllusiraiiOKS, 


(fl.) A, not being authorized thereto by B, demands, on behalf of B 
the delivery of a chattel, the property of B, from C, who is m possession 
of it: Thi.s demand cannot be ratified by B so as to make C liable for 
damages for his refusal to deliver. 

(5,) A holds a lease from B, terminable on three months* notice. C, 
an unauthorized person, gives notice of termination to A; The notice 
cannot be ratified by B so as to be binding on A. 


Rtvoeaiioii of Anihority* 

201. An agency is terminated by the principal revoking his 
_ . . - authority, or by the agent renouncing 

^ the business of the agency, or by the 
business of the agency being comnleled, or by either the princi- 
pal or agent dying or becoming of unsound mind, or by the 
principal being adjudicated an insolvent under the provisions of 
any Act for the time being in force for the relief of insolvent 
debtors.^ 


202. Where the agent has himself an interest in the pro- 
Termination of agency ^^hich forms the subject-matter of 

where agfent has an interest the agency, the agency cannot, in the 
in subject-matter, absence of an express contract, be 

terminated to the prejudice of such interest. 

Illustrations, 


(a.) A gives authority to B to sell A*s land, and to pay himself/ out of 
the proceeds, the debts due to him from A : A cannot revoke this author- 
ity, nor can it be terminated by his insanity or death. 

(6.) A consigns 1,000 bales of cotton to B, who has made advances to 
him on such cotton, and desires B to sell the cotton, and to repay himself 
out of the price the amount of his own advances : A cannot revoke this 
authority, nor is it terminated by his insanity or death. 


As to the law in force in presidency-towns, see the Indian Insol- 
vency Act (i i & 12 Viet., c. 2i). As to the rest of British India, see the 


Code of Civil Procedure (Act XIV. of 1883), Ch, XX, 


Act IX., 1872.— 6. 


82 


contract! 


[Act IX 


20S< The principal may, save as is othenvise provided by 
When principal may fc* preceding Section, revoke the 

voice apent’s authority. authority given to his agent at any time 

before the authority has been e.'cercised so as to bind the principal. 

204. The principal cannot revoke the authority given 
Revocation where authority to his agent after the authority has been 

has been partly exercised. partly exercised, SO far as regards such 
acts and obligations as arise from acts already done in the agency. 

lilusfrafiotis^ 

(n,) A authon::c5 B to buy i,ooo bales of cotton on account of A, and 
to pay for it out of A’s moneys remaining in B’s hands. B buys i,ooo 
bales of cotton in his own name, so as to make himself per.<onany liable 
for the price : A cannot revoke B's authority so far as regards payment 
for the cotton. 

(6 ) A authorises B to buy l,ooo bales of cotton on account of A, and 
to pay for it out of A’s moneys remaining in B’s hands. B buys i,ooo 
bales of cotton in A’s name, and so as not to render himself personally 
liable for the price : A can revoke B’s authority to pay for the cotton. 

205. Where there is an express or implied contract that the 
Compensation for rcvoca- agency should be Continued for any 

tion bv principal or renun- period of time, the principal mustimake 
ciation by agent. compensation*'' to the agenr, or the 

agent to the principal, as the case may be, for any previous revo- 
cation or renunciation of tnc agency without suflScient cause. 

206. Reasonable notice must be given of such revocation 
Notice of revocation or re- or renunciation, Otherwise the damage 

nunciation. thereby resulting to the princip.rl or the 

agent, as the case may be, must be made good to the one by the 
other. 

Revocation and renuncia- 207. Revocation and renunciation 

tion may be expressed or may be expressed or may be implied 
implied* in the conduct of the principal or agent, 

respectively. 


lllusiraiion, 

A empowers B to let A’s house. Afterwards A lets it himself; This 
is an implied revocation of B's authority. 


* See s, 73 , supra^ 
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208. The termination of the authority of an agent does 
. ( not, so far as rci^ards the agent, take 

t^Ucs effect before it becomes kn )wn to him, 
to agent, and as to or, SO far as regards third persons, 
before it becomes known 10 them. 


feet as 
third persons 


litustraiions^ 

(a,) A directs B to sell goods for him, and agrees to give B five per 
cent, commission on the price fetched by the goods. A afterwards, by 
letter, revokes B’s authorit3% B, after the letter is sent.^ but before be 
receives it, sells the goods for 100 rupees : The sale is binding on A, and 
B is entitled to five rupees as his commission, 

(i.) A, at Madras, by letter, directs B to sell for him some cotton lying 
in a warehouse in Bombay, and afterwards by letter, revokes hJs author- 
ity to sell, and directs B to send the coUon to Madras. B, niter receiving 
the second letter, enters into a contract with C, who knows of the first 
letter, but not of the second, for the sale to him of the cotton, C pays B 
the money, with which B absconds : C*s payment is good ns against A, 

(c.) A directs B, his agent, to pay certain money to C. A dies, and 
D takes out probate to his will. B, after A’s death, but before hearing of 
it, pays the money to C; The payment is good as against D, the exe- 
cutor. 


209. When an agency is terminated by iht* principal dying 

Agent's duty on termina- becoming of unsound tniiid, the 
tion of apency by principal’s agent is bound lo take, On behalf of the 
death or insanity. representatives of his late principal, all 

reasonable steps for the protection and preservation of the interests 
. entrusted to him. 

210. The termination of the autiiority of an agent causes 
Terminntion of sub-agent s the termination (subject to the rules 

authority. herein contained regarding the termina- 

tion of an agent's authority) of the authority of all sub-agents 
-appointed by him. 


Agent’s Duty to PrincipaU 

211, An agent is bound to conduct the business of his prin- 
Agent’s duty in conducting cipal according to the directions given 
■principal s business. by the principal,* or, in the absence of 

any such directions, according to the custom which prevails in 
doing business of the same kind at the place where the agent conducts 
•such business. When the agent acts otherwise,- if any loss be 


* Buts^cs, 189, supta. 
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sustained, he must make it good to his principal, and, if any profit 
accrues, he must account for it. 

Illustraiiorts. 

{a,) A, an agent engaged in carrying on for B a business, in which it 
is the custom to invest from time to time, at interest, the moneys which 
may be in hand, omits to make such investments ; A must make good to* 
B the interest usually obtained by such investments. 

{hi) B, a broker in whose business it is not the custom to sell on 
credit, sells goods of A on credit to C. whose credit at the time was very 
high. C, before payment, becomes insolvent : B must make good the 
loss to A. 

212. An agent is bound to conduct the business of the- 
Skill and diligence required agency with as much skill as is generally 
from agent. possessed by persons engaged in similar 

business, unless the principal has notice of his want of skill. The 
agent is always bound to act with reasonable diligence, and to 
use such skill as he possesses ; and to make compensation to his- 
principal in respect of the direct consequences of his own neglect, 
-want of skill, or misconduct, but not in respect of loss or damage 
which are indirectly or remotely caused by such neglect, want of 
skill, or misconduct. 


lllusiraiions* 

(a.) A, a merchant in Calcutta, has an agent, B in London, to whom 
a sum of money is paid on A*s account, with orders to remit. B retains 
the money for a considerable time. A, in consequence of not receiving' 
the money, becomes insolvent : B is liable for the money and interest from 
the day on which it ought to have been paid, according to the usual rate, 
and for any further direct loss — as, e. g, by variation of rate of exchange— ^ 
but not further. 

(b,) A, an agent for the sale of goods, having authority to sell on 
credit, sells to B on credit, without making the proper and usual enquiries 
as to the solvency of B. Bj «'it the time of such sale, is insolvent : ^ 

must make compensation to his principal in respect of any loss thereby 
sustained. 

(c.) A, an insurance- broker, employed by B to effect an insurance on 
a ship, omits to see that the usual clauses are inserted in the policy* 
The ship is afterwards lost. In consequence of the omission of the 
clauses nothing can be recovered from the under-writers j A is bound to 
make good the loss to B. 

(d.) A, a merchant in England, directs 6 , his agent at Bombay, 
accepts the agency, to send^him 100 bales of cotton by a certain ship* t>t 
having it in his power to send the cotton, omits to do so. The ship 
Safely in England. Soon after her arrival, the price of cotton rises f ^ ^ 
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bound to make good to A the profit which he might have made by the 
100 bales of cotton at the time the ship arrived, but not any profit he might . 
have made by the subsequent rise. 

218. An agent is bound to render 
Agent’s accounts. proper accounts to his principal on 

demand. 

214. It is the duty of an agent, in case of difficulty, to use 
Agent’s duty to communi- all reasonable diligence in communicat- 
cate with principal. ing with his principal, and seeking to 

obtain his instructions.* 


215. If an agent deals on his own account in the business 

of the agency, without first obtaining 
the consent of his principal, and acquain* 
ting him with all material circumstan- 
ces which have come to his own know- 
ledge on the subject, the principal may 
repudiate the transaction if the case shows either that any material 


Right of principal when 
^gent deals on his own 
account in business of 
^g^ency without prindpars 
-consent# 


fact has been dishonestly concealed from him by the agent, or 
that the dealings of the agent have been disadvantageous to him. 


Illustrations. 

(a.) A directs B to sell A^s estate. B buys the estate for himself in 
•the name of C. A, on discovering that B has bought the estate for himself, 
may repudiate the sale if he can show that B has dishonestly concealed 
any material fact, or that the sale has been disadvantageous to him. 

(6.) A directs B to sell A's estate. B, on looking over the estate 
before selling it, finds a mine on the estate which is unknown to A, B 
informs A that he wishes to buy the estate for himself, but conceals the 
•discovery of the mine* A allows B to buy in ignorance of the existence 
nf the mine ; A, on discovering that B knew of the mine at the time he 
bought the estate, may either repudiate or adopt the sale at his option. 

216. If an agent, without the knowledge of his principal, 

Principal’s right to benefit business of the agency on 

sained by agent dealing on Ws own account instead of On account 
otaTnc business of his principal, the principal is entitled, 
gency. claim from the agent any benefit 

'ivnich may have resulted to him from the transaction. 

Illustration. 

A directs B, his agent, to buy a certain house for him. B te/Is A it 
nnot be bought, and buys the house for himself ; A may, on discovering 


• See s. 189, supra. 
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that B has bought the house, compel him to sell it to A at the price he 
gave [or it. 

217. An agent may retain,* out of the sums received on 
Agent’s right of retainer account of the principal in the business 

out of sums received on prin- of the -agency, all moneys due to him- 
cipal’s account. ggjf jjj respect of advances made or 

expenses properly incurred by him in conductieg such business, 
and also such remuneration as may be payable to him for aetbg 
as agent. 

218. Subject to such deductions, the agent is bound to pay 
Agent's duty to pay sums to his principal all sums received on- 

received for principal. his account. 

219. In the absence of any special contract, payment for the 
When agent’s remunera- performance of any act IS not due to 

tion becomes due. the agent until the completion of such 

act; but an agent may detain monejs received by him on account 
of goods sold, although the whole of the goods consigned to him- 
for sale may not have been sold, or although the sale may not be 
actually complete. 

220. An agent, who is guilty of misconduct in the businese 
Agent not entitled to re- of the agency,t is not entitled to any 

muneration for business mis- remuneration in respect of that part of th« 
conducted. business which he has misconducted. 


Illusirations^ 

(a,) A employs B to recover i, 00,000 rupees from C, and to lay it out 
on good security. B recovers the 1,00,000 rupees, and lays out po,ooo ' 
rupees on good security, but lays out z 0,000 rupees on security which he 
ought to have known to be bad, whereby A loses 2,000 rupees; B is 
entitled to remuneration for recovering the 1,00,000 rupees, and for in* 
vesting the 90,000 rupees. He is not entitled to any remuneration for 
investing the 10,000 rupees, and he must make good the 2,000 rupees to B. 

(^.) A employs B to recover 1,000 rupees from C. Through B*s miscon- 
duct, the money is not received : B is entitled to no remuneration fbr his 
services, and must make good the loss. 

221. In the absence of any contract to the contrary, an agent 
Agent^s lien on principal’s entitled to retain goods, papers, an 
property. Other property, whether moveaoie or 


* See s. 221, in/ra. f See ss. 195, 21 x to 214, and 218, supra. 
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iinmoveable, of the principal, received by him until the amount due 
to himself for the commission, disbursements, and services in respect 
of the same, has been paid or accounted for to him.* 


Principal's Duly to Agent. 

222. The employer of an agent is bound to indemnify him 
Agent to be indemnified ag^^inst the Consequences of all lawful 
fd*acts done by such agent in exercise of' 

the amiiority conferred upon him. 


Illustrations. 


mJfK ^ ^‘"g^Pore, -under instructions from A, of Calcutta, contracts 
ar,.i r* certain goods £0 him. A does not send the goods to B, 

iW S’ f ^ j contract. B informs A of the suit, and A author- 

the suit. B defends the suit, and is compelled to pay 
cS,^and exp‘Ln^6s expenses : A is liable to B for such damages, 

tracts^with'c Calcutta, by the orders of A, a merchant there, con- 

to receive the oU » ^ ^fchase lo casks of oil for A, Afterwards A refuses 
altogether B ^ informs A, who repudiates the contract 

Sneurs exlni« A unsuccessfu ly, and has to pay damages and costs, 
incurs expenses : A is liable to B for such dama|^es, costs Ind expenses! 

223. Where one person employs another to do an act, and 

agS good faith, the 

done in good ?aith.^^ ° employer is liable to indemnify the agent 

thouoh it rniicpc or. ^S^'hst the consequences of that act 
mough It causes an injury to the rights of third persons. 

Illustrations. 

the officer of the Court*to^Li2e'certsi!f^ to execution of B’s goods, requires 
goods of B. The officer seizf^ ^ goods representing them to be the 
of the goods : A is liable tn in.? ^ goods, and is sued by C, the true owner 
compelled to pay to C in the officer for the sum which he is 

a.) B ^ of obeying A’s directions. 

which A had no righUo'ifkr.n”^ in the possession of A, but 

over the procLds of ® and hknds 

goods, sues B, and recovers^th^ i^‘ the true owner of the, 

to indemnify B for what hJ b^ k® ^ liable, 

own expenses compelled to pay to C, and for B’s . 


‘ ^g^^t who is a banker, factor, attorney, or 
s!^ 23 o“n/r^.^ assumed that the disclosed principal could not be sued.— 
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224. Where one person employs another to do an act which 
Non-liability of employer of is criminal, the employer is not liable to 
agent to do a criminal act. the agent, either upon an express or an 
implied promise to indemnify him against the consequences of 
that 


Illustraiio7ts. 

(rr.) A employs B to beat C, and agrees to indemnify him against all 
consequences of the act. B thereupon beats C, and has to pay damages 
to C for so doing ; A is not liable to indemnify B for those damages. 

{b.) B, the proprietor of a newspaper, publishes, at A^s request, a libel 
upon C in the paper, and A agrees to indemnify B against the consequences 
of the publication, and all costs and damages of any action in respect there- 
of. B is sued by C, and has to pay damages, and also incurs expenses : A 
is not liable to B upon the indemnity, 

225. The principal must make compensation to his agent 

Compensation to a^ent for respect of injuryf Caused to such 
injury caused by principal’s agent by the principal's neglect or want 
neglect. of skill. 

Illustraiion* 

A employs B as a bricklayer in building a house, and puts up the 
scaffolding himself. The scaffolding is unskilfully put up, and B is in con- 
sequence hurt ; A must make compensation to B. 


£^ec/ of Agency on Cantracls with Ihrid Persons. 

226. Contracts entered into through an agent, and obligations 
Enforcement and con- arising from acts done by an agent, may 
sequences of agent’s con- be enforced in the same manner, and 

will have the same legal consequences, 
as if the contracts had been entered into, and the acts done, by the 
principal in person. 

lllustraiions, 

(a.) A buys goods from B, knowing that he is an agent for their sale, 
but not knowing who is the principal. B's principal is the person entitled 
to claim from A the price of the goods, and A cannot, in a suit by the prin- 
cipal, set off against that claim a debt due to himself from B. 

(b.) A, being B’s agent, with authority to receive money on his behalfj 
receives from C a sum of money due to B ; C is discharged of his obligation 
to pay the sum in question to B. 


^ S$e s. 24, supra* f C/, the Indian Fatal Accidents Act {XIII. of l85S*) 
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227< When an agent does more than he is authorized to do, 
Principal how far bound 3^^d When the part of what he does, 
when agent exceeds author- which is within his authority, can be 
“y* separated from the part which is beyond 

his authority, so much only of what he does as is within his authority 
is binding as between him and his principal. 

Illustration, 

A, being owner of a ship and cargo, authorizes B to procure’an in- 
surance for 4,oOO rupees on the ship, B procures a policy for 4.000 rupees 
On the ship, and another for the JiKe sum on the cargo ; A is bound to pay 
the premium for the policy on the ship, but not the premium for the policy 
on the cargo, 

228. Where an agent does more than he is auliiorized to do, 
Principal not bound when and what he does beyond the scope of 

excess of agent’s authority is his authority cannot be separated from 
«ot separable. what is within it, the principal is not 

bound io recognize the transaction. 

Illustration. 

A authorizes B to buy 500 sheep for him. B buys 500 sheep and 200 
lambs for one sum of 6,000 rupees ; A may repudiate the whole transaction. 

229. Any notice given ' to, or information obtained by, the 
Consequences of notice ^'gent, provided it be given Or obtained 

€iven to agent. in the course of the business transacted 

by him for the principal, shall, as between the principal and third 
parties, have the same legal consequence as if it had been given to, 
or obtained by, the principal. 

Illustrations. 

{a,) A is employed by B to buy from C certain goods of which C is 
*the apparent owner, and buys them accordingly. In the course of the treaty 
for the sale, A learns that the goods really belonged to D, but B is ignorant 
^ entitled to set off a debt owing to him from C against 

the price of the goods. 

(6.) A is employed by B to buy from C goods of which C is the ap- 
parent owner. A was. before he was so employed, a servant of C, and then 
learnt that the goods really belonged to D, but B is ignorant of that fact, 
in spite of tne knowledge of his agent, B may set off against the price of 
he goods a debt owing to him from C. 

230. In the absence of any contract to that effect, an agent 
Agent cannot personally cannot personally enforce contracts en- 

enforce, nor be bound by, tered into by him on behalf of his prin- 
P”"' cipal, nor is he personally bound by 
them. 
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Presumption of contract to Such R contfRct shsll be prcsunied 

contrary. to exist in the following cases : — 

(/.) Where the contract is made by an agent for the sale or 
purchase of goods for a merchant resident abroad : 

( 2 .) Where the agent does not disclose the name of his. 
principal : 

(j.) Where the principal, though disclosed, cannot be sued. 

231. If an agent makes a contract with a person who neither 
fjf parties to a con* knows, nor has reason to suspect, that 
tract made by .ngent not dis- he is an agent, his principal may re- 

quire the performance of the contract: 
but the other contracting party has, as against the principal, the 
same rights as he would have had as against the agent if the agent 
had been principal. 

If the principal discloses himself before the contract is com- 
pleted, the other contracting party may refuse to fulfil the con- 
tract if he can show that, if he had known who was the principal 
in the contract, or if he had known that the agent was not a prin- 
cipal, he would not have entered into the contract. 


Illustration, 

A, who owes 500 rupees to B, sells i^ooo rupees^ worth of rice to B. 
A is acting as agent for C in the transaction^ but B has no knowledge, 
nor reasonable ground of suspicion, that such is the case : C cannot 
compel B to take the rice without allowing him to set off A^s debt* 

232* Where one man makes a contract with another, neither 
Performance of contract knowing, nor having reasonable ground 
with agent supposed to be to suspect, that the Other is an agent, 
principal. principal, if he requires the per- 

formance of the contract, can only obtain such performance 
subject to the rights and obligations subsisting between the agent 
and the other party to the contract- 

233* In cases where the agent is personally liable, a person 
Right of person dealing dealing with him may hold either him 
with agent personally liable, or his principal, or both of them liable. 

Illustration, 

A enters into a contract with B to sell him too bales of cotton, and 
afterwards discovers that B was acting as agent for C : A may sue either • 
B or C, or both, for the price of the cotton. 
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284. When a person who has made a contract with an 
„ , . j • agent induces the agent to act upon the 

Consequence or inducing o . . .... 


agent or principal to act on 
belief that principal or agent 
will beheld exclusively liable. 

will be held liable, he 
principal, respectively. 


belief (hat the principal only^ will be 
held liable, or induces the principal to 
act upon the belief that the agent only 
cannot afterwards hold liable the agent or 


285. A person untruly* representing himself to be the 
Liability of pretended authorized agent of another, and there* ■ 
agent. by inducing a third person to deal with 

him as such agent, is liable, if his alleged employer does not ratify 
his acts, to make compensation to tne other in respect of any loss 
or damage which he has incurred by so dealing. 


236. A person with whom a contract has been entered 
Person falsely contracting into in the character of agent is not 
as agent not entitled to per- entitled to require the performance of 
ormance. reality acting, not as 

agent, but on his own account. 


287. When an agent has, without authority, done acts or 
Liability of principal in- incurred obligations to third oersons. 
ducing belief that agent’s on behalf of his principal, the principal 
unauthorised acts were jg bound by such acts or obligations if 
‘ he has, by his words or conduct, induced 

such third persons to believe that such acts and obligations were 
within the scope of the agent’s authority. 

Illuslrations, 


(a.) A consigns goods to B for sale, and gives him Instructions not 
td sell under a fixed price, C, being ignorant of B's instructions, enters 
into a contract with B to buy the goods at a price lower than the reserved 
price ; A is bound by the contract. 

{b.) A entrusts B with negotiable instruments endorsed in blank. B 
sells them to C in violation of private orders from A : The sale is good. 

238. Misrepresentations made, or frauds committed, by 
Effect, on agreement, of agents acting in the course of their 
misrepresentation or fraud business for their principals, have the 
^ same effect on agreements made by 

such agents as if such misrepresentations or frauds liad been 
tnade or committed by the principal ;t but misrepresentations 

* See s. 208, supra. 


|‘ See s. 250, in/ra. 
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made, or frauds coramitlcd, by agents in matters -which do not fall 
within their authority, do not affect their principals. 

lllustraiions, 

(a.) A being B's ngent for the sale of goods, induces C to buy them 
by a misrepresentation which he was not authorized by B to make : The 
contract is voidable as between B and C at the option of C. 

{b,) A, the captain of B*s ship, signs bills of lading without having 
received on board the goods mentioned therein : The bills of lading are 
void as between B and the pretended consignor. 


CHAPTER XL 

Of P.artkkrshti>. 


239« Partnership’^ is the relation which subsists between 

osrptd to combine 
their property, labour, or skill in some 
'business, and to share the profits thereof between them.* 


defined. 


Persons who have entered into 
partnership with one another are called 
collectively a 6rm.'’ 


Illustraiions, 

(rt.) A and B buy xoo bales of cotton, which they agree to sell for 
their joint account : A and B arc partners in respect of such cotton, 

(6.) A and B buy loo bales of cotton, agreeing to share it between 
them : A and B are not partners. 

(e.) A agrees with B, a goldsmith, to buy and furnish gold to B, to be 
worked up by him and sold, and that they shall share in the resulting 
profit or loss : A and B are partners. 

(d.) A and B agree to work together as carpenters, but that A shall 
•receive all profits, and shall pay wages to B ; A and B are not partners. 

(e.) A and B are joint owners of a ship s This circumstance does not 
make them partners. 

240. A loan to a person engaged or about to engage in 
Lender not a partner by any trade Of undertaking upon a con- 
advancing money for share tract with such person that the lender 
‘ profits. interest at a rate varying 

^ This would apply to members of Joint-stock Companies ; but the 
law applicable to them is saved by s. 266, infra. 
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Vfith the profits, or that he shall receive a share of the profits, does 
not, of itself, constitute the lender a partner, or render him res- 
ponsible as such.* 

241. In the absence of any contract to the contrary, pro- 

Prop=,i, led in business P"'}' by » partner or the 
by retiring partner or de- representative Or a deceased partner to 
ceased partner’s represen- be used in the business is to be con- 

sidered a loan within the meaning of 
the last-preceding section. 

242. No contract for the remuneration of a servant or agent 
Servant or agent remu- of any person engaged in any trade or 

nerated by share of profits undertaking by a share of the profits 
rot a partner. of such trade or undertaking shall, of 

itself, render such servant or agent responsible as a partner therein, 
nor give him the rights of a partner. 

248. No person, being a widow or child of a deceased 
Widow or child of deceased partner of a trader, and receiving, by 
partner receiving annuity out way of annuity, a proportion of the pro- 
o pro ts not a partner. made by such trader in his business, 

shall, by reason only of such receipt, be deemed to be a partner of 
such trader, or be subject to any liabilities incurred by him. 

244. No person receiving, by way of annuity or otherwise, a 
Person receiving portion of portion of the profits of any business 

profits for sale of good-will in consideration of the sale by him of 
0 a par ner. good-will of such business, shall, by 

reason only of such receipt, be deemed to be a partner of the 
person carrying on such business, or be subject to his liabilities.f 

245. A person who has, by words spoken or written, or by 
Responsibility of person his conduct, led another to believe 

a” artn°*^r^^'^ believe that he is a partner in a particular firm, 

a par ner. j.ggpQjjgjjjjQ jq partner in such 

firm. 

246. Any one consenting to allow himself to be represented ■ 
. Liability of person permit- as a partner is liable, as such, to third 
ting himself to be represented persons who, on the faith thereof, give 

credit to the partnership.^ ^ 

* See Mollwo March df Co, v. Court of Wards, 10 B. L. R. 312. 

t Cf. the Partnership Act, i86S,(Stat..28 & 29 Viet., c. 86 ), s. 4. 

$ See the Indian Evidence Act (I. of 1872), s. tog. 
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247. A person who is under the age of majority according 
Miner partner not person- to the law* to which he is subject may 

ally liable, but his share is. be admitted to the benefits of partner- 
ship, but cannot be made personally liable for any obligation of 
the firm ; but the share of such minor in the property of the firm is 
liable for the obligations of the firm. 

248. A person who has been admitted to the benefits of 
Liability of minor partner partnership under the age of majority* 

on attaininf: majority. bccomes, on attaining that age, liable 

for all obligations incurred by the partnership since he was so 
admitted unless he gives public notice, within a reasonable time, 
•of his repudiation of the partnership. 

249. Every partner is liable for all debts and obligations 
Partner's liability for debts incurred while he is a partner in the 

of partnership. usuai course of business by, or on behalf 

of, the partnership; but a person who is admitted as a partner into 
an existing firm does not tliereby become liable to tiie creditors of 
such firm for anything done before he became a partner. 

250. Every partner is liable to make compensation to third 
Partner’s liability to third pcmons in respect of loss or damage 

•person for ncfflect or fr.aud of arising from the neglect or fraud of any 
co-partner. partner in the management of the busi- 

ness of the firm. 

251. Each partner, who does any act necessary tor, or usu- 
Partner’s power to bind ally done in, carrying on the business of 

co-partners. such a partnership as that of which he is 

a member, binds his co-partners to the same extent as if he were 
their agent duly appointed for that purpose. 

Exception . — If it has been agreed between the partners that 
any restriction shall be placed upon the power of any one of them, 
no act done in contravention of such agreement shall bind the firm 
with respect to persons having notice of such agreement, 

IUustraiio7ts, 

(a.) A and B trade in partnership, A residing in England, and B in 
India. A draws a bill of exchange in the name of the firm. B has no 
notice of the bill, nor is he at all interested in the transaction : The firm 


* See the Indian Majority Act (IX, of 1875). 
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is liable on the bill provided the holder did not know of the circumstances 
^ under which the bill was drawn. 

(6.) A, being one of a firm of solicitors and attorneys, draws a bill of 
exchange in the name of the firm without authority : The other partners 
are not liable on the bill. 

{c,) A and B carry on business in partnership as bankers, A sum of 
money is received by A on behalf of the firm, A does not inform B of 
such receipt, and afterwards A appropriates the- money to his own use ; 
The partnership is liable to make good the money. 

(^.) A and B are partners. A, with the intention of cheating B, goes 
to a shop and purchases articles on behalf of the firm, such as might be 
used in the ordinary course of the partnership-business, and converts them 
to his own separate use, there being no collusion between him and the 
seller : The firm is liable for the price of the goods. 

252. Where partners have by contract regulated and defined. 
Annulment of contract de- between themselves, their rights and 
fining partners’ rights and obligations, such Contract Can be annul- 
obligations. Jed qj altered only by consent of all* 

of them, which consent must either be expressed or be implied 
•from a uniform course of dealing. 

Illustration. 

A, B, and C, intending to enter into partnership, execute written 
articles of agreement, by which it is stipulated that the net profits arising 
from the partnership-business shall be equally divided between them. 
Afterwards they carry on the partnership-business for many years. A re- 
ceiving one-half of the net profits, and the other half being divided equally 
between B and C. All parties know of and acquiesce in this arrangement: 
This course of dealing supersedes the provision in the articles as to the 
division of profits. 

Rules determining part- 253. In tho ^bscncs of &ny Con- 

ners’ mutual relations where tract to the Contrary, the relations of 
no contract to contrary. partners to each Other are determined 

by the following rules : — 

(i.) All partners are Joint owners of all property originally 
brought into the partnership-stock, or bought with 
money belonging to the partnership, or acquired for 
purposes of the partnership-business. All such pro- 
perty is called partnership-property. The share of 
each partner in the partnership-property is the value 
of his original contribution increased or diminished 
by his share of profit or loss : 


* See s. 253. cl. {5)1 infra‘ 
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(2.) All partners are entitled to share equally in the profits of 
the partnership-business, and must contribute equally 
tosvards the losses sustained by the partnership : 

(3.) Each partner has a right to take part in the manage- 
ment of the partnership-business : 

(4.) Each partner is bound to attend diligently to the busi- 
ness of the partnership, and is not entitled to any re- 
muneration for acting in such business : 

(5.) Wl)cn dilTerences arise as to ordinary matters connect- 
ed with the partnership-business, the decision, shall 
be according to the opinion of the majority of the 
partners ; but no change in the nature of the busi- 
ness of the partnership can be made except with the 
consent of all the partners 

(6.) No person can introduce a new partner into a firm with- 
out the consent of all the partners : 

(7.) If, from any cause whatsoever, any member of a part- 
nership ceases to be so, the partnership is dissolved 
as between all the other members : 

(8.) Unless the partnership has been entered into for a fiEed 
term, any partner may retire from it at any time : 

(9.) Where a partnership has been entered into for a fixed 
term, no partner can. during such term, retire except 
with the consent of ail the partners, nor can he be 
expelled by h\s partners for any cause whatever ex- 
cept by order of Court : 

(10.) Partnerships, whether entered into for a fixed term or 
not, are dissolved by the death of any partner. 

When Court ma3r dissolve 254 , At the suit of a partner, the 

partnership. Court may dissolve the partnership m 

the following cases 

(i.) When a partner becomes of unsound mind : 

(2.) When a partner, other than the partner suing, has been 
adjudicated an insolvent under any law relating to insolvent debtors: 

(3.) When a partner, other than the partner suing, has done 
any act by which the whole interest of such partner is legally trans- 
ferred to a third person ; __ 

* See 5 . 252, supra ^ 
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<4.) Wiien any partner becomes incapable of performing his 
part of the_j)atner3hip-contract ; 

(5.) Wnen a partner, other than the, partner suing, is guilty of 
gross misconduct in the affairs of the partnership, or towards his 
partners: 


(6.) When the business of the partnership can only be car 


ried on at a loss. 

Dissolution 1 of partnership 
by prohibition of business. 


255. A partnership is in all casea- 
dissolved by its business being prohi- 
bited by law. 


256. If a partnership entered into for a fixed term be con- 

R-.ghts and obligations of after such term has expired, the 

partners in partnership con- rights and obligations 01 the partners will, 
tinned after expiry of term in the absence of any agreement to the 
or which It was entered into, contrary, remain the same as they were 

at the expiration of the term, so far as such rights and obligations can 
be applied to a partnership dissolvable at the will of any partner. 


257. Partners are bound to carry on the business of the part- 
^ nership for the greatest ccmmon ad- 
, vantage, to be just and faithful 10 each 

other, and to render true accounts and full information of all things 
afiecting the partnership to any partner or his legal representatives. 


Account to firm of benefit 
ceriyed from transaction af- 
lecting^ partnership. 


258. A partner must account to 
the firm for any benefit derived from a 
transaction affecting the partnership. 


Illustrations, 

A C are partners in trade. C, without the knowledge of 

and B, obtains for his own sole benefit a lease of the house in which the 
partnership. business is carried on : A and B are entitled to participate, if 
they please, in the benefit of the lease. 

(^.) A, B, and C carry on business together in partnership as mer- 
trading between Bombay and London. D, a merchant in Londoni 
CO their consignments, secretly, allows C a share of the 

mmission which he receives upon such consignments in consideration 
^ ^ '^sing his influence to obtain the consignment for him ; C is liable 
ccount to the firm for the money so received by him. 

259, If a partner, vvithout the knowledge and consent of the 
^^Obligations to firm of part- Other partners, carries on any business 
busines7.^‘*'^ competing competing or interfering with that of the 

firno, he must account to the firm for all 
Act IX., 1872.— 7. 
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SCHEDULE : 

Enactments repealed. 


Siaiules. 


No. and year of 
(Statute. 

Title. 

Extent of repeal. 

Stat. 29 Car, II., cap. 

An Act for Prevention of 

Sections i, 2, 3, 4, 


Frauds and Perjuries. 

and 17. 

Stat. 11 & 12 Viet., 

To consolidate and amend the 

Section 42. 

cap. 2T.t 

. j 

Law relating to Insolvent 
Debtors in India. 



Acts. 


No. and year of Act. 

Title. 

Extent of repeal. 

Aot XIII. of 1840 ... 

An Act for the amendment 

The whole. 


of the Law regarding Fac* 
tors, by extending to the 
Territories of the East India 
Company, in cases governed 
by English Law, the provi- 
sions of the Stat. 4 Geo. 
IV., Chap. 83, as altered 
and amended by the Stat. 6 
Geo. IV., Chap, 94, 

i 

Act XIV. of 1840 ... 

An Act for rendering a Writ- 
ten Memorandum necessary 
to the Validity of certain 
Promises and Engagements, 
by extending to the Territo- 
ries of the East India Com- 
pany, in cases governed by 
English Law, the provisions 
of the Stat. 9 Geo. IV., ! 
Chap. 14. 

The whole.. 


• Short title: “The Statute of Frauds the Short Titles Act, 


1896 (Stat. 59 & 60 Viet., c. 14). 

t The Indian Insolvency Act, 1848. 
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SCHEBUL E.~ {co tiitnued.) 

ENACraiENTS RETEALED (coti/inued). 


Acis (contd.). 


No. and year of Act. 

Title. 

Extent of repeal. 

Act XX. of 1844 ••• 

An Act to amend the Law re* 
lating ^0 Advances 
made to Agents entrusted 
^vith Goods, by extending to 
the Territories of the Hast 
India Company, in cases go- 
verned by English Law, the 
. provisions of the Stat. $ 

6 Viet., c* 39, as altered by 
this Act. 

The whole. 

Act XXI. of 1848 1 

An Act for avoiding Wagers... 

The whole. 

ActV. ofiE66* ^ 

An Act to provide a Summary 
Procedure on Bills of Ex* ! 
change, and to amend in 
ceitain respects the Com- 
mercial Law of British India. 

Sections 9 & 10. 

AitXV.of ... 

1 An ^0 atnend Law o 5 

Partnership in India. 

The whole. 

Act VIII. of 1867 „< 

An Act to amend the Law re- 
lating to Horse-racing in 
India. 

The whole. 


* Shoit title; '* T»he Policies of Insurance (Marine and Fire) Assign- 
ment Act, tSee.”— Seethe Indian Short Titles Act (XIV. of 1897). 
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ACT NO. 11 , OF 1912. 

The Co-operative Societies Act, 1912. 

Passed by the Go%’ernor General in Council. 

Rtctivtd the asstnt of the Governor General on the ist March igis. 


An Act to amend the Law relating to Co-operative Societies. 

Whereas it is expedient further to facilitate the formation of 
Co-operative Societies for the promotion of thrift and self-help 
among agriculturists, artisans and persons of limited means, and for 
that purpose to amend the law relating to Co-operative Societies; 
It is hereby enacted as follows ; — 


.Definitions. 


(«) 


Preliminary, 

, , , 1. (/) This Act may be called the 

Short t.tle and extent. Co-operative Societies Act, 1912 ; and 

(a) It extends to the whole of British India. 

2 . In this Act, unless there is any- 
thing repugnant in the subject or con- 
text, — 

“ by-laws” means the registered by-laws for the time 
being in force and includes a registered amendment 
of the by-laws : 

(^) “ committee” means the governing body of a registered 
society to whom the management of its affairs is 
entrusted ; 

(f) “ member” includes a person joining in the application 
for the registration of a society and a person admitted 
to membership after registration in accordance with 
the by-laws and any rules : 

■(<f) “ oflScer” includes a chairman, secretary, treasurer, mem- 
ber of committee, or other person empowered under 
the rules or the by-laws to give directions in regard 
to the business of the society : 

(e) “ registered society” means a society registered or deem- 
ed to be registered under this Act : 
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(/) “ Registrar ” means a person appointed to perform the 
duties of a Registrar of Co-operative Societies under 
this Act ; and 

(* ) “ rules ” means rules made under this Act. 


Rtgiiiration, 


■ 3. The Local Government may appoint a person to be 

Registrar of Co-operative Societies for 
1 he egis rar. Province of any portion of it, and 

may appoint persons to assist such Registrar, and may, by general or 
special order, confer on any such persons all or any of the powers 
of a Registrar under this Act. 


4. Subject to the provisions hereinafter contained, a society 
Societies which may be which has as its object the promotion of 
registered. the economic interests of its members in 

accordance with co-operative principles, or a society established with 
the object of facilitating the operations of such a society, may be 
registered under this Act with or without limited liability ; 

Provided that unless the Local Government by general or 
special order otherwise directs — 

(1) the liability of a society of which a member is a register- 

, ed society shall be limited ; 

( 2 ) the liability of a society of which the object is the crea- 

tion of lunds to be lent to its members, and of which 
the majority of the members are agriculturists, and 
of which no member is a registered society, shall be 
unlimited. 


Restrictions on interest of 
member of society with limi- 
ted liability and a share 
capital. 


5. Where the liability of the mem- 
bers of a society is limited by shares, no 
member other than a registered society 
shall — 


(«) hold more than such portion of the share capital of the 
society, subject to a maximum of one-fifth, as may be 
prescribed by the rules ; or 

(^) have or claim any interest in the shares of the society 
exceeding one thousand rupees. 


6. (/) No society, other than a society of which a member is 
a registered society, shall be registered 
under this Act which does not consist or 


Conditions of registration. 
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Rt least ten persons above the age of eighteen years and, where the* 
object of the society is the creation of funds to be lent to .Us mem- 
bers, unless such persons — r / , - 

(a) reside in the same town or village or in the same group 

of villages ; or, 

(b) save where the Registrar otherwise directs, are members 

of the same tribe, class, caste or occupation. 

(2) The word “ limited ” shall be the last word- in the name of 
every society with limited liability registered under this Act. 

7. When any question arises whether for the purposes of this ^ 
Power of Registrar to de- Act a person is an agriculturist or a non- 
•cide certain questions. agriculturist, or whether any person is a 

resident in a town or village or group of villages, or whether two or 
more villages shall be considered to form a group, or whether any 
person belongs to any particular tribe, class, caste or occupation, the 
question shall be decided by the Registrar, whose decision shall be . 
final. 


Application for registration « 


8 . (/) For purposes of registration 
an application to register shall be made 
to the Registrar. 

(2) The application shall be signed — 


(a) in the case of a society of which no member is a register- 
ed society, by at least ten persons qualified in accor- 
dance with the requirements of section 6, sub-section 
(/); and 

( 3 ) in the case of a society of which a member is a register- 
V ed society, by a duly authorised person on behalf of 

every such registered society, and, where all the 
members of the society are not registered societies, 
by ten other members or, when there are less than 
ten other members, by all of them. 

(5) The application shall be accompanied by a copy of the 
proposed by-laws of the society, and the persons by whom or on 
whose behalf such application is made shall furnish such informa- 
tion in regard to the society as the Registrar may require. 

9 . Tf the Registrar is satisfied that a society has complied with 
Registration. ' the provisions of this Act and the rules 

and that its proposed by-laws are not 
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contrary to the Act or to the rules, he may,i£ he thinks fit, register 
the society and its by-laws. 

10. A certificate of registration signed by the Registrar shall 

^ be conclusive evidence that the society 

Evidence of registrat, on. mentioned is duly registered- 

unless it is proved that the registration of the society has been can- 
celled. 

11. (/) No amendment of the by-laws of a registered society 
Amendment of the by-laws shall be valid until the Same has been 

of registered society. registered under this Act, for which pur- 

pose a copy of the amendment shall be forwarded to the Registrar. 

( 2 ) If the Registrar is satisfied that any amendment of the- 
by-laws is not contrary to this Act or to the rules, he may, if he 
thinks fit, register the amendment. 

(j) When the Registrar registers an amendment of the by 
laws of a registered society, he shall issue to the society a copy of 
the amendment certified by him, which shall be conclusive evidence 
that the same is duly registered. 


Rights and liabiliiks of members. 


12. No member of a registered society shall exercise the 
Member not to exercise rights of a member unless or until he 
rights till due payment made, has made such payment to the society in 
respect of membership or acquired such interest in the society, as 
may be prescribed by the rules or by-laws. 


13. (/) Where the liability of the members of a registered 
u society is not limited by shares, each 

e mem ers. member shall, notwithstanding the 

amount of his interest in the capital, have one vote only as a mem- 
ber in the affairs of the society. > 


( 2 ) Where the liability of the members of a registered society 
is limited by shares, each member shall have as many votes as may 
be prescribed by the by-laws. 

(j) A registered society which has invested any part of its funds 
in the shares of any other registered society may appoint as its 
proxy, for the purpose of voting in the affairs of such other 
registered society, any one of its members. 
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14. (/) The .transfer or charge of the share or interest of a 
Restrictions on transfer of member in the capital of a registered 
share or interest. society, shall be subject to such condi- 

tions as to maximum holding as may be prescribed by this Act or 
by the rules. 

(2) In case of a society registered with unlimited liability a 
member shall not transfer any share held by him or his interest in 
the capital of the society or any part thereof unless — 

(fl) he has held such share or interest for not less than 
one year ; and 

(i) the transfer or charge is made to the society or to a 
member of the society. 


Duties of registered societies. 


15. Every registered society shall have an address, registered 
... c ■ in accordance with the rules, to which 

all notices and communications may be 
sent, and shall send to the Registrar notice of every change thereof. 


16. Every registered society shall keep a copy of this Act 
Copy of Act, rules and by- and of the rules governing such society, 

laws to be open to inspection, and of its by-laws Open to inspection free 
of charge at all reasonable times at the registered address of the 
society. 

17. (/) The Registrar shall audit or cause to be audited by 

some person authorized by him by 
general or special order in writing in 
this behalf the accounts of every registered society once at least in 
every year. 

( 2 ) The audit under sub-section (/) shall include an examina- 
tion of overdue debts, if any, and a valuation of the assets and 
liabilities of the society. 

( 5 ) The Registrar, the Collector or any person authorised bj? 
general or special order in writing in this behalf by the Registrar 
shall at all times have access to all the books, accounts, papers and 
securities of a society, and every officer of the society shall furnish 
such information in regard to the transactions and working of the 
society as the person making such inspection may require. j 
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Privileges of registered societies. 


18. The registration of a society shall render It a body 
Societies to be bodies cor- corporate by the name under which it is 
porate. registered, with perpetual succession and 

a common seal, and with power to hold properly, to enter into 
contracts, to institute and defend suits and other legal proceedings 
ahd to do all things necessary for the purposes of its constitution. 


19. Subject to any prior claim of the Government in respect 
„ . , . . . ^ of land-revenue or any money recover- 

Prior claim or society. , , i j e i ji j • 

able as land-revenue or of a landlord in 
respect of rent or any money recoverable as rent, a registered society 
shall be entitled in priority to other creditors to enforce any out- 
standing demand due to the society from a member or past mem- 
ber — 


(a) in respect of the supply of seed or manure or of the loan 
of money for the purchase of seed or manure — upon 
the crops or other agricultural produce of such mem- 
ber or person at any time within eighteen months 
from the date of such supply or loan ; 


(3) in respect of the supply of cattle, fodder for cattle, 
agricultural or industrial implements or machinery, 
or raw materials for manufacture, or of the loan of 
money for the purchase of any of the foregoing 
things^ — upon any such things so supplied, or pur- 
chased in whole or in part from any such loan, or on 
any articles manufactured from raw materials so 
supplied or purchased. 

20. A registered society shall have a charge upon the share 
Charge and set-off in res- or interest in the capital and on the de- 
pect of shares or interest of posits of a member or past member and 
member. , upon any dividend, bonus or profits pay- 

able to a member or past member in respect of any debt due - from 
such member or past member to the society, and may set off any sum 
credited or payable to a member or past member in or towards 
payment of any such debt. 


' 21. Subject to the Provisions of section 20 , the share or 
Shares or interest not liable interest of a • member ■ in the capital of 
io attachment. . a registered society shall not be liable to 
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■Rttachnient or sale under any decree or order- of a Court of Justice 
in respect of any debt or liability incurred by such member, and 
neither the Official Assignee under the Presidency-towns Insolvency 
Act* .1909, nor a Receiver under the Provincial Insolvency Act, f 
1907, shall be entitled to or have any claim on such share- or 
interest. ' 

22 . (/) On the death of a member a registered society may 
Transfer of interest on death transfer the share or interest of the de- 
of member. ceased member to the person nominated 

in accordance with the rules made in this behalf, or, if there is no 
person so nominated, to such person as may appear to the com- 
ihitteetd be the heir or legal represerttative of the deceased member, 
dt pay to such nominee heir or legal representative, as the case may 
be, a sum representing the value of such member's share or 
■interest, as ascertained in accordance with the rules or by-laws : 

Provided that — 

(i) in the case of a society with unlimited liability, such 
nominee, heir or legal representative, as the case 
may be, may require payment by the society of the 
value of the share . or interest of the deceased 
member ascertained as aforesaid ; 

fn) in the case of a society with limited liability, the 
• society shall transfer the share or interest of the 

deceased member to such nominee, heir or legal 
representative, as the case may be, being qualified 
in accordance with the rules and by-laws for mem- 
bership of the society, or on his application within 
one month of the death of the deceased member 
to any person specified in the application who is so 
qualified. 

{.2) A registered society may pay all other moneys due to the 
-deceased member from the society to such nominee, heir or legal 
representative, as the case be. 

. , is) All transfers and payments made by a registered society 
in accordance with the piovisions of this section shall be valid and 
effectual against any demand made upon the society by any other 
person. 


* Act-Ill. of 1909. : ; ■ t Act III. of 1907. 
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23. The liability of a past member for the debts of a re- 

Liability of past member. S'Stered society as they.existed at the time- 

when he ceased to be a member shall 
continue for a period of two years from the date of his ceasing to 
be a member. 

24. The estate of a deceased member shall be liable for a 
Liability of the estates of period of One year from the time of his 

deceased members. decease for the debts of a registered 

society as so they existed at the time of his decease. 

25. Any register or list of members or shares kept by any 

Register of members. registered society shall be prima facie 

evidence of any of the following parti- 
culars entered therein : — 

(a) the date at which the name of any person was entered 
in such register or list as a member; 

(d) the date at which any such person ceased to be a 
member. 

20. A copy of any entry in a book of a registered society 
Proof of entries in societies’ regularly kept in the course of business, 
i°° ., , shall, if certified in such manner as may 

be prescribed by the rules, be received, in any suit or legal proceed- 

prtma /acie evidence of the existence of such entry, and shall 
M admitted as evidence of the matters, transactions and accounts 
therein recorded in every case where, and to the same extent as, the 
original entry itself is admissible. 

rSSiono^bl^trumentsr"^^ Nothing in section 17, sub- 

fating to shares and deben- seclion (r), clauses (^) and (c), of the 
tures of registered society. Indian Registration Act* 1908, shall 

apply to — 

(/) any instrument relating to shares in a registered society, 
notwithstanding that the assets of such society 
consist in whole or in part of immoveable property i 
or 

(2) any debenture issued by any such society and not creat- 
ing, declaring, assigning, limiting or extinguishing 
any right, title or interest to or in immoveable pro- 
perty except in so far as it entitles the holder to the 
security afforded by a registered instrument whereby 

1 • Act XVI, of 1908. 
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the society has mortgaged, conveyed or otherwise 
transferred the whole or part of Us immoveable pro* 
perty or any interest therein to trustees upon trust for 
benefit of the holders of such debenture ; or 

(j) any endorsement upon or tranfer of any debenture issued'^ 
by any such society. 

Power to exempt from - in- 28. The Govemor-General in 

come-tax, stamp-duty and Council, by notification m the Gazette ot 
registration-fees. India, may, in the case of any registered 

society or class of registered society, remit — 

(a) the income-tax payable in respect of the profits of the 
society, or of the dividends or other payments receiv- 
ed by the members of the society on account of profits ; 

{b) the stamp duty with which, under any law for the lime 
being in force, instruments executed by or on behalf 
of a registered society or by an officer or member and 
relating to the business of such society, or any class 
of such instruments, are respectively chargeable ; 

(f) any fee payable under the law of registration for the time • 
being ir force. 

} 

Property and funds 0 / registered societies. 


Restrictions on loans. 


29. (/) A registered society shall 
not make a loan to any person other that» 
a member : 


' Provided that, with the general or special sanction of the 
Registrar, a registered society may make loans to another registered 
society. 

_ ( 2 ) Save with the sanction of the Registrar, a society with' 
unlimited liability shall not lend money on the security of moveable 
property. 

( 5 ) The Local Government may, by general or special order, 
prohibit or restrict the lending of money on mortgage of immove- 
able property by any registered society or class of registered 
societies. 


30. A registered society shall receive deposits and loans 

Restrictions on borrowing. Pf’^sons who are not members only 

to such extent and under such con- 
ditions as may be prescribed by the rules or by-laws. 
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31 . Save as provided in sections 29 and 30, the transactions 
Restrictions on other trans* a registered Society with persons other 
actions with non-members. than members Shall be subject to such 
vprohibitions and restrictions, if any, as the Local Government may, 
-by rules, prescribe. 

32 . (/) A registered society may 
invest or deposit its funds — 

(fl) in the Government Savings Bank, of 

( 3 ) in any of the securities specified in section 20 of the 
Indian Trusts Act 1882,* or 


Investment of funds. 


(c) in the shares or on the security of any other registered 
society, or 

((/) with any Bank or person carrying on the business of 
banking, approved for this purpose by the Registrar, 
or 


(e) in any other mode permitted by the rules. 

(2) Any investments or deposits made before the commen- 
cement of this Act which would have been valid if this Act had 
.been in force are hereby ratified and confirmed. 

33 . No part of the funds of a re- 
Funds not to be divided by gistered society shall be divided by way 
.way o£ proFit. q£ {jQjjyg qj. dividend or otheiwise 

among its members : 

‘ Provided that after at least one-fourth of the net profits in 
any year have been carried to a reserve fund, payments from the 
remainder of such profits and from any profits of past years 
available for distribution may be made among the members to such 
extent and under such conditions as may be prescribed by the rules 
or by-laws : 

Provided also that in the case of a society with unlimited 
liability no distribution of profits shall be made without the general 
or special order of the Local Government in this behalf. 

34. Any registered society may, with the sanction of the 
Contribution to charitable Registrar, after one-fourth of the 
.purpose. profits in any year has been carried to 

a reserve fund, contribute an amount not exceeding ten per cent, 
of the remaining net profits to any charitable purpose, as defined 
dn section 2 of the Charitable Endowments Actf 1890. 


* Act II. of 1882. 


t Act I. of 1890. 
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Imptciion of affairs. 

35 . (/) The Registrar may of his own motion, and shall on 

the request of the Collector, or on the 
Inquiry by Registrar. application of a majority of the com- 

mittee, or of not less than one*third of the members, hold an 
inquiry or direct some person authorized by him by order in 
writing in this behalf to hold an inquiry into the constitution, 
working and financial condition of a registered society. 

{2) All officers and members of the society shall furnish such 
information in regard to the aSairs of the society as the Registrar 
or the person authorized by the Registrar may require. 

36 . (/) The Registrar shall, on the application of a creditor 
Inspection of books of in- t)f ^ registered Society, inspect or direct 

debted society. some person authorized by him by order 

in writing in this behalf to inspect the books of the society : 

Provided that — 

(a) the applicant satisfies the Registrar that the debt is a 
sum then due, and that he has demanded payment 
thereof and has not received satisfaction within a 
reasonable time ; and 

(J) the applicant deposits with the Registrar such sum as 
security for the costs of the proposed inspection as 
the Registrar may require. 

(a) The Registrar shall communicate the results of any such 
inspection to the creditor. 

37. Where an inquiry is held under section 35, or an 
Costs of inquiry. inspection is made under section 36, 

the Registrar may apportion the costs, 
or such part of the costs as he may think right, between the society, 
the members or creditor demanding an inquiry or inspection, and 
the officers or former officers of the society. 

88. Any sum awarded by way of costs under section 37 may 
Recovery of costs. recovered, on application to a Magis- 

trate having jurisdiction in the place 
where the person from whom the money is claimable actually and 
voluntarily resides or carries on business, by the distress and sale of 
sny moveable property within the limits of the jurisdiction of such 
Magistrate belonging to such person. 
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Dissolution of society. 


39 . (/) If the Registrar, after an inquiry h$s been held 
, /. under section 35 or after an inspection 

has been made under section 30 or on 
' receipt of an application 'made by three-fourths of the members of 
a registered society, is of- opinion that the society ought to be 
'dissolved, he may cancel the registration of the society. 

(a) Any member of a society may, within two months from 
4he date of an order made under sub-section (/), appeal from such 
vorder. 


(j) Where no appeal is presented within two months from 
Ihe making of an order cancelling the registration of a society, the 
r)rder shall take effect on the expiry of that period. 

(^) Where an appeal is presented within two months, the 
order shall not take effect until it is confirmed by the appellate 
authority. 

(jf) The authority to which appeals under this section shall lie 
■shall' be the Local Government; 


Provided that the Local Government may, by notification 
in the local official Gazette, direct that appeals shall lie to such 
Revenue-authority as may be specified in the notification. 

40. Where it is a condition of the registration of a society 
Cancellation of registration that it should consist of at least ten 
of society. members, the Registrar may, by order 

in writing, cancel the registration of the society if at any time it 
is proved to his satisfaction that the number of the members 
has been reduced to less than ten. 


Effect of cancellation of 41 . Where the registration of a 

. registration. society IS cancelled, the society shall 

cease to exist as a corporate body-— 

(a) in the case of cancellation in accordance with the 
provisions of section 39, from the date the order of 
cancellation takes effect ; 

( 3 ) in the case of cancellation in accordance with the 
provisions of section 40, from the dale of the order. 


42 . (/) Where the 
Winding.up. 


registration of a society is cancelled 
•under section 39 or section 4O) 
Registrar may appoint a competent 
person to be liquidator of the society. 
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(2) A liquidator appointed under sub-section (/) shall have 
power — 

(а) to institute and defend suits and other legal proceedings 

on behalf of the society by his name of office ; 

(^) to determine the contribution to be made by the mem- 
bers and past members of the society respectively to 
the assets of the society ; 

(f) to investigate all claims against the society and, subject 
to the provisions of ttjis Act, to decide questions of 
priority arising between claimants ; 

{d) to determine by what persons and in what proportions 
the costs of the liquidation are to be borne ; and 

(<f) to give such directions in regard to the collection and 
distribution of the assets of the society, as may ap- 
pear to him to be necessary for winding up the 
affairs of the society. 

(y) Subject to any rules, a liquidator appointed under this 
section shall, in so far as such powers are necessary for carrying 
out the purposes of this section, have power to summon and 
enforce the attendance of witnesses and to compel the production 
of documents by the same means and (so far as may be) in the 
same manner as is provided in the case of a Civil Court under the 
Code of Civil Procedure,* 1908, 

Where an appeal from any order made by a liquidator 
under this section is provided for by the rules, it shall lie to the 
Court of the District Judge. 

(y) Orders made under this section shall, on application, be 
enforced as follows: — 

(a) When made by a liquidator, by any Civil Court having 
local jurisdiction in the same manner as a decree of 
such Court ; 

(^) when made by the Court of the District Judge on 
appeal, in the same manner as a decree of such 
Court made in any suit pending therein. 

(б) Save in so far as is hereinbefore expressly provided, no 
Civil Court shall have any jurisdiction in respect of any matter 
connected with the dissolution of a registered society under this Act. 


* Act V.' of igo8. 
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Rules. 

43. (/) The Local Government may, for the whole or any 

part of the Province and for any regis- 
“ tered society or class of such societies, 

make rules to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of 
the foregoing power, such rules may — 

{«) subject- to the provisions of section 5, prescribe the 
maximum number of shares or portion of the capital’ 
of a society which may be held by a member ; 

{b) prescribe the forms to be used and the conditions to 
be complied with in the making of applications for 
the registration of a society and the procedure in 
the matter of such applications ; 

(c) prescribe the matters in respect of which a society may 

or shall make by-laws and for the procedure to be 
followed in making, altering and abrogating by- 
' laws, and the conditions to be satisfied prior to such 

making, alteration or abrogation ; 

(d) prescribe the conditions to be complied with by persons 

applying for admission or admitted as members, 
and provide for the election and admission of mem- 
bers, and the payment to be made and the interests 
to be acquired before the exercise of the right of 
membership ; 

(e) regulate the manner in which funds may be raised by 

means of shares or debentures or otherwise ; 

(/") provide for general meetings of the members and for 
the procedure at such meetings and the powers to be 
exercised by such meetings ; 

(g) provide for the appointment, suspension and removal of 
the members of the committee and other officers, 
and for the procedure at meetings of the com- 
mittee, and for the powers to be exercised and the 
duties to be performed by the committee and 
other officers ; 

(b) prescribe the accounts and books to be kept by a society 
and provide for the audit of such accounts and 
the charges, if any, to be made for such audit, 
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and for the periodical publication of a balance- 
sheet showing the assets and liabilities of a society ; 

(*’) prescribe the returns to be submitted by a society to the 
Registrar ahd provide for the persons by whom 
and the form in which such returns shall be sub- 
mitted ; 

O') provide for the persons by whom and the form in 
which copies of entries in books of societies may be 
certified ; 

(A) provide for the formation and maintenance of a register 
of members and, where the liability of the members 
is limited by shares, of a register of shares ; 

(/) provide that any dispute touching the business of a 
society between members or past members of the 
society or persons claiming through a member or 
past member or between a member or past member 
or persons so claiming and the committee or any 
officer shall be referred to the Registrar for decision 
or, if he so directs, to arbitration, and prescribe the 
mode of appointing an arbitrator or arbitrators and 
the procedure to be followed in proceedings before 
the Registrar or such arbitrator or arbitrators, and 
the enforcement of the decisions of the Registrar or 
the awards of arbitrators ; 

(w) provide for the withdrawal and expulsion of members 
and for the payments, if any, to be made to members 
who withdraw or are expelled and for the liabilities 
of past members ; 

(«) provide for the mode in which the value of a deceased 
member's interest shall be ascertained, and for the 
nomination of a person to whom such interest may 
be paid or transferred ; 

(0) prescribe the payments to be made and the conditions to 
be complied with by members applying for loans, 
the period for which loans may be made, and the 
amount which may be lent, to an individuahmember j 

(/) provide for the formation and maintenance of reserve 
funds, and the objects to which such funds may be 
applied, and for the investment of any funds under 
the control of the society ; 


Act 11 ., I9I2,--2, 
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(^) prescribe the extent to which a society; may limit the 
number of its members; 

(r) prescribe the conditions under which profits may be dis- 
tributed to the members of a society with unlimited 
liability and the maximum rate of dividend which 
may be paid by societies; 

(j) subject to the provisions of section 39, deternaine in what 
cases an appeal shall lie from the orders of the Re- 
gistrar and prescribe the procedure to be followed in 
presenting and disposing of such appeals ; and 

(/) prescribe the procedure to be followed by a liquidator 
appointed under section 42, and the cases in which 
an appeal shall lie from ttie order of such liquidator. 

(j) The Local Government may delegate, subject to such con- 
ditions, if any, as it thinks fit, all or any of its powers to make rules 
under this section to any authority specified in the order of delega- 
tion. 

(^) The power to make rules conferred by this section is sub- 
ject to the condition of the rules being made after previous publica- 
tion. 

(5) All rules made under this section shall be published in the 
local official Gazette and on such publication shall nave effect as if 
enacted in this Act. ‘ 

Miscellaneous. 

44. (/) All sums due from a registered society or from an 
Recovery of sums due to officer or member or past member of a 

Government. registered society as such to the .Govern- 

ment, including any costs awarded to the Government under section 
37, may be recovered in the same manner as arrears of land* 
revenue. 

(2) Sums due from a registered society to Government and 
recoverable under sub-section (/) may be recovered, firstly, from 
the property of the society ; secondly, in the case of a society of 
which the liability of the members is limited, from the members sub- 
ject to the limit of their liability ; and, thirdly, in the case of other 
societies, from the members. 

45 . Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the Local 
Power to exempt societies Government may, by special order in 

from conditions as to legis- each case and Subject to such con* 

dilions, if any, as it may impose, exempt 
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any society from any of the lequirements of this Act as to regis- 
tration. 

46 . The Local Government may, by general or special order, 
Power to exempt registered exempt any registered sociey irom ny 
societies from provisionB of of the provisions of thi'^ AlI it may 
the Act. direct that such provisions shail apply 

to such society with such mcdificaiions as may be specifted in 
the order. 


47. (/) No person other than a registered society shall trade 
Prohibition of the use of or Carry on business under any name 
the word co-operative ”. or title of which the word “co-oper- 
ative'’ is part without the sanction of the Local Government : 

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to the use by 
any person or his successor in interest of any name or title under 
\thich he traded or carried on business at the date on which this 
Act comes into operation. 

( 2 ] Whoever contravenes the provisions of this section shall 
be punishable with fine which may exiend to fifty rupees and in the 
Cjase of a continuing offence with further fine of five rupees for 
each day on which the offence is continued after conviction there- 
for. 


Indian Companies Act, The provisions of the Indian 

1SS2, not to apply. Companies Act,^' 18S2, shall not apply 

to registered societies. 


49. Every society now existing which has been registered 

Savingofexistingsocieties. Co-Operative Credit Societies 

Act,t 1 904. shall be deemed to be regi''- 
tered under this Act, and its by-laws shall, so far as the same are 
not inconsistent with the express provisions of this Act, continue 
in force until altered or rescinded. 


Repeal. 


50 - The Co-operative Credit So- 
cieties Act,t 1904, is hereby repealed. 


* Act VI. of 18S2. 


t Act X. of 1904. 
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ACT XX. OF 1847 . 

The Indian Copyright Act, 1847.^ 

Passed on the j8th December 1847. 


An Act for the Encouragement of Learning in the Territories subject 
to the Government of the East India Company, Py defining and 
providing for the Enforcement of the Right called Copyright therein. 


Whereas doubts may exist whether the right called copyright 

can be enforced by the common law of 
Preamble. England in those parts of the territories 

subject to the government of the East India Company into which 
the common law of England has been introduced ; 

And whereas doubts may exist whether the said right can be 
enforced by virtue of the principles of equity and good conscience 
in the other parts of the territories subject to the government of the 
East India Company ; 

• This short title has been given by the Indian Short Titles Act (XIV. 

of 1897)- 

The Indian Copyright Act (XX. of 1847) has been declared to be in 
force in the whole of British India, except the Scheduled Districts, by the 
Laws Local Extent Act (XV. of 1874), s. 3. 

It has been declared, by notlhcatlon under s. 3 {«) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following Scheduled 
Districts : — 

(1) Jaunsar Bawar. — See Gaaeite of India, May 31, 1879, PL 

p- 382 : 

(2) The scheduled portion of the Mirzapur District. — See Gaeette of 
India, May 31, 1879, Pt- f- P- 383 ; 

Aden — See Gaeette of India, June 28, 1879, Pt. L, p. 434 ' . 

The District of Silhat. — See Gaeette of India, 1879, PL 
p. 631 : ^ 

The rest of Assam (except the North Lushai Hills). See 
Gazette of India, 1897, Pt. L, p. 299 : .1 

The Scheduled Districts of the Central Provinces. — ^See Gase e 
of India, 1879, Pt. I., p. 771 ; 

Sindh.— See Gazette of India, 1880, Pt. I., p. 672 : 

West falpaiguri.— See Gazette of India ^ i88r, Pt. f., p* 74 ' , 

The District of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, 3 
pargana Dhalbhum, and the Kolhan, in the District or 
bhum.~See Gazette of India, 1881, Pt. I.| p* 5 ^ 4 * 


( 3 ) 

( 4 ) 

(5) 

(6) 

( 7 ) 

(8) 
( 9 ) 
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And whereas for the encouraegment of learning it is desirable 
that the existence of the said right should be placed beyond doubt, 
and that the said right should be made capable of easy enforcement 
in every part of the said territories ; 

And whereas it is doubtful whether the Act of Parliament, 5 & 

6 Viet., c. 45,* entitled “An Act to amend the Law of Copyrxghif 
although such Act extend to every part of the British dominions, 
has made appropriate and sufficient provision for the enforcenaent in 
every part of the said territories subject to the government of the East 
India Company of the said right by proprietors thereof ; and whether 
the said Act of Parliament has made provision for the enforce* 
ment of the said right by or against any persons not being subject 
to the jurisdiction of the Courts established by Her Majesty’s 
Charter: 

1 . It is therefore hereby enacted that the copyright in every 
Duration of copy-right in book published in the lifetime of its 
book published in author’s author within the said territories after 

the passing of the Act of Parliament, 

3 & 4 Wm. IV., c. 85,f entitled “ An Act for ejecting an arrange- 
ment with the East India Company and for the better government 
of His Majesty's Indian Territories till the goth day of April 18^4,” 
shall endure for the natural life of such author, and for tlie further 
term of seven years commencing at the time of his death, and shall 
be the property of such author and his assigns: Provided always 
Proprietorship in book pub- that, if the said term of seven years 
Ushed after author’s death. shall expire before the end of forty-two 
years from the publication of such book, the' copyright shall in that 

(10) The Island of Perim. — See Gasette of India, 1886, Pt. I., p. 5 : 

(11) The Districts of Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismali 

Khan, and Dera Ghazi Khan. — See Gazette of India, 1886, 

Pt. I., p. 8. 

(12) The District of Lahaul. — See Gazette of India, 1886, Pt. L, 

T P- 3 °*- 

It has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of the last-mentioned 
Act, to the following Scheduled Districts ; — 

(1) The Districts of Kumaon and Garhwal. — See Gazette of India, 

1876, Pt. I., p. 606 : 

(2) The North Western Provinces Tarai. — See Gazette of India, 

. 1876, Pt. I., p. S06 ; 

(3) Upper Burma except the Shan States. — See Gazette Of India ■ 

» o,. Pt- U., p. 272. ' 

Short title, “ The Indian Copyrignt Act, 1842." — See the Short Titles 
^ct, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet., c. 14). 

‘* 33 ."-See the Short 
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case endure for such period of foriy-two years; and that the copy- 
right in every book published after the death of its author and 
after the passing of the Act of Parliament last aforesaid shall 
endure for the term of forty-two years from the first publication 
thereof, and shall be the property of the proprietor of the author’s 
manuscript, from which such book shall be first published, and 
his assigns.* 

2. And whereas it is expedient to provide against the sup- 
Power to license rcpublica- pression of books of importance to the 
tion when copyriffht propric- public ; It is enacted that it shall be 
tor refuses. lawful for the Governor-General in 

Council, on complaint made to them that the proprietor of the 
copyright in any book published after the passing of this Act 
within the said territories has, after the death of its author, refused 
to republish or to allow the republication of the same, and that, 
by reason of such refusal, such book may be withheld from the 
public, to grant a license to such complainant to publish such 
book in such manner, and subject to such conditions as they may 
think fit, and it shall be lawful for snch complainant to publish 
such book according to such license.f 


34 'a book of registry,§ wherein may be registered, as here- 
Registry of copyright, as- inafter enacted, the proprietorship in 
signments, and licenses. (he copyright of books and assignments 

thereof, and licenses affecting such copyright, shall be kept in 
the oflace of the Secretary to the Government of India for the 
Home Department, and shall, at all convenient times, be opened 
, to the inspection of any person on pay- 

nspec ion. ment of eight annas for every entry 

which shall be searched for or inspected in the said book.|l Such 
officer shall, whenever thereunto reasonably required, give a copy 


* Taken from the Copyright Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet., c. 45), s. 3. 

t Cy. the Copyright Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet,, c. 45), ss. s and iii 
respectively. , 

I In s, 3, the words, “And it is hereby enacted that,” repealed by tne 

Repealing Act (XVI. of 1874), have here been omitted. . . . i ,?• 

§ Registration in the (Catalogue of Books printed in British 
maintained under the provisions of the Press and Registration of Boo 5 
Act (XXV. of 1867), is deemed an entry in the Book of Registry Kep 
under this Act. and the provisions of this Act as to the Book of Kegis ^ 
apply, viutatis mutandis, to that Catalogue.— See s. 18 of Act a 

II In s. 3, the words, “and that,” repealed by the Repealing Act (XVi. 
of 1874), have here been omitted. 
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of any entry in such book, certified under his hand, to any person 

requiring the same, on payment to him 
Giving copies. ^^0 rupees, and such 

copies, so certified, shall be received in evidence in all Courts 
and in all summary proceedings, and shall h^ pnma facte proof 
of the proprietorship or assignment of copyright or license as 
therein expressed, ‘but snb)ect to be rebutted by other evidence.* 


4. \Punuhmen{ for making false entry in registry, & c.] Re- 
pealed by Act XV/I, of 1S62, s, 2. 

5. t It shall be lawful for the proprietor of copyright in any 
Copyright proprietor’s right book published after the passing of the 

to make entries in registry. said Act of parliament, 3 ® 4 Wm. IV., 
c. 85 ,$ to make entry, in the registry book, of the title of such 
book, the time of the first publication, and the name and place 
of abode of the publisher thereof, and the name and place of 
abode of the proprietor of the copyright of the said book, or of 
any portion of such copyright in the form in that behalf given 
in the schedule to this Act annexed, upon payment of the sum 

of two rupees to the said Secretary.§ 
It shall be lawful for every such re- 
Assignment of copyright by gistered proprietor to assign his interest, 
entry in registry. pQjtiQ^ of his interest therein, by 

making entry in the said book of registry of such assignment, and of 
the name and place of abode of the assignee thereof in the form 
given in that behalf in theisaid schedule, on payment of the like 
surn ; and such assignment, so entered, shall be efectual in law to 
all intents and purposes whatsoever, jj and shall be of the same 
force and effect as if such assignment had been made by deed.^ 


♦ Cf the Copyright Act, 1842 (S & 6 Viet., c. 4S)i ss.s 
pectively. 


and II, res- 


t lo s. 5, the words, “ And it is enacted that, after the passing of 
this Act,” repealed by the Repealing Act (XVI. of 1874), have here been 
omitted. 

$ Short title, "The Government of India Act, 1833.”— See the Short 
Idles Act (S9 and 60 Viet., c. 14). 

§ In s. 5, the words, “and that," repealed by the RepealingiAct (XVI. 
of 1874), have here been omitted. 

11 In s. 5, the words, " without being subject tj any stamp or duty," 
repealed by s. 2 and Sch. III. of the Indian Stamp Act (I. of 1870), have 
ere been omitted. That Act exempts assignments of copyright under 
from stamp-duty.-See Sch. II., No. 5 Act I. of 1879. But 
s Act i, ot 1879 been superseded by the new Stamp Act (IL of i8qqi 
ee now Sch. I., No. 23 {exemption), of the latter Act. ’ 

% Cf. the Copyright Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet., c. 45), s. 13. 
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6.* * * § ^ If any persjn shall deem himself aggrieved by any entry. 
Uv, .r madc undcr colour of this Act in the 

fTrieved by entry in rej^istry BSiu book Of registry, it shsll DC i<iWfuI 
for order to vary or expuni^c for such pcrsoa to apply by motion to 

the Supreme Court of Calcutta; or, if 


the Court shall not be then silting, to any Judge of such Court 
sitting in chambers, for an order that such entry may be expunged 
or varied.f Upon any such application to the said Court, or to a 
Judge as aforesaid, such Court or Judge shall make such order 
for expunging, varying, or confirming such entry, either with or 
without costs, as to such Court or Judge shall seem just, and the 
said Secretary shad, on the production to him of any such order 
for expunging or varying any such entry, expunge or vary the 
same according to the requisitions of such order.J 


7.§ If any person shall print or cause to be printed, either 
Liability for infringement of sale or exportation, any ibook in 

copyright. which there shall be subsisting copy- 

right, without the consent in writing of the proprietor thereof, 
or shall have in his possession, for sale or hire, any such book so 


* In s. 6, the words, “And it is enacted that/^ repealed by the Repeal- 
ing Act (XVf* of 1874), have here been omitted. 

t In s. 6, the words, “and that,” repealed by the Repealing Act (XVl. 
of 1874), have here been omitted. 

X C/. the Copyright Act, 1842(5 &6 Viet,, c. 45), ss. 14 and i 5 i 
respectively, 

§ S, 7, as originally enacted, ran as follows, the words italicized in 
brackets being those which have been repealed by the Repealing Act 
(XII. of 1876) ^ 

7. [,And it is enacted ihai'\ if any person shall {after the passing of 
this Actj print or cause to be printed, either for sale or exportation, any 
book in which there shall be subsisting copyright, without the consent 
in writing of the proprietor thereof, or shall have in his possession, for 
sale or hire, any such book so unlawfully printed without such consent 
as aforesaid, such offender {if the shall have so offended svithin the local 
limits of the jurisdiction of any of the Courts of judicature established 
by Her Majesty^s Charier^ shall be liable {to a special action on the case 
in such Court ; and if he shall have so offended in any other part of the 
territories stibject io the Government of the East India Company“\ to a suit 
in the [Zila Court within the jurisdiction of which he shall have so offended^ 
which shall and may he prosecuted in the same manner in which any other 
action of damages may be brought and prosecuted there ; and if he^ shal 
have so offended in any such last-mentioned part of the territories subject 0 
the Govt^rnmeni of the East India Company in which there is no Zila ^ * 

io a suit in ihe^ highest local Court exercising original civil jurisdiction 
such pari of the said ierritories^ 
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unlawfully printed without such consent as aforesaid, such offender 
. , . . shall be liable to a suit in the highest local i Court ex- 

ercising original Civil jurisdiction.^ 

8t. In any suit or action brought in any of the Courts of 
Notice to be given by de- Judicature established by Her Majesty^s 
fendant to plaintiff in suit Charter under the provisions of this Act 
for infringing copyright. agaiust any person for printing any such 
book for sale, hire, or exportation, or for selling, publishing, or ex- 
posing to sale or hire, or causing to be sold, published, or exposed 
to sale or hire, or for having in his possession for sale or hire, any 
such book so unlawfully printed, the defendant, on pleading there- 
to, shall give to the plaintiff a notice in writing of any objections on 
which he means to rely on the trial of such action ; 

and if the nature of his defence be that the plaintiff in such 
action was not the author or first publisher of the book in which he 
shall by such action claim copyright, or is not the proprietor of the 
copyright therein, or that some other person than the plaintiff was 
the author or first publisher of such book, or is the proprietor of 
the copyright therein, then the defendant shall specify in such 
notice the name of the person who he alleges to have been the 
Particulars ^10 be stated in author or first publisher of such book, 
notice when right of plaintiff or the proprietor of the copyright there- 
is denied. together with the title of such book, 

and the time when, and the place where, such book was first 
published ; 

otherwise the defendant in such action shall not, at the trial or 
hearing of such action, be allowed to give any evidence that the 

Effect of omission. in such action was not the 

author or first pubusher or the book m 
which he claims such copyright as aforesaid, or that he was not the 
proprietor of the copyright therein, and at such trial or hearing no 
other objection shall be allowed to be made on behalf of such de- 
fendant than the objections stated in such notice, or that any other 
pepon was the author or first publisher of such book, or the pro- 
prietor of the copyright therein, than the person specified in such 
notice, or give in evidence in support of his defence any other book 

" 'll -« - ' I, — . , I - - \ 

* Cf. the Copyright Act, 1842 (S & 6 Viet., c. 45), ss. 14 and iS, re- 
spectively. 

, t words, “ And it is hereby enacted that after the passing 

fithis Act,” repealed by the Repealing Act'fXII. of 1876), have here been 
onutted, , ‘ ► r * , 
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than one substantially corresponding in - title, time, and place of 
publication with the title, time, and place specified in such notice.* 

9 . t In any such suit or action as last aforesaid, brought in 
P.-\riiculars to be staled in ftt’}’ Zila Court or Other local Court as 

defendant's answer to suit. aforesaid, the defendant shall state in his 
answer all such matters as he means to rely on, and which, by the 
last preceding section, the defendant, in any suit or action brought 
in any of the Courts of Judicature established by Her Majesty’s 
Charter, is required to give notice of in writing, otherwise such 
defendant shall be subject to the same consequences for any omis- 
sion in his answer as a defendant is made subject to by the last 
, . . preceding section for any omission in 

ERcct of oiTussion. ^ 

10. j; When any publisher or other person shall, within the 
Copyright in cncycloprcdia, Said territories, before or at the time of 

review, &c. the passing of this Act, but after the 

passing of the said Act of Parliament, 3 & 4 Wm. c. 85,5 have 
projected, conducted, and carried on, or shall hereafter project, 
conduct, or carry on, or be the proprietor of any encyclopsedia, re- 
view, magazine, periodical work, or work published in a series of 
books or parts, or any book whatsoever, and shall have employed 
or shall employ any persons to compose the same, or any volumes, 
parts, essays, articles, or portions thereof for publication in, or as 
part of, the same, and sucli work, volumes, parts, essays, articles, 
or portions shall have been, or shall hereafter be, composed under 
such employment on the terms that copyright therein shall belong 
to such proprietor, projector, publisher, or conductor, and paid for 
by such proprietor, projector, publisher, or conductor, the copy- 
right in every such encyclopaedia, review, magazine, periodical 
work, and work published in a series of books or parts, and in 
every volume, part, essay, article, and portion so composed and 
paid for, shall be the properly of such proprietor, projector, 
publisher, or conductor, who shall enjoy the same rights as if he 


* Cf. the Copyright Act, 1842 (5 and 6 Viet., c. 45), s 16. 

J In s. 9, the words, “ And it is hereby enacted that after the passing 
of this Act,'' repealed by the Repealing Act tXVf. of 1874), have here been 
omitted. 

X In s 10, the words, “ And it is hereby enacted that/’ repealed by the 
Repealing Act (XVI. of 1874), have here been omitted. 

J Short title, •' The Government of India Act, 1833.” — See the Short 
Titles Act, 1896 (59 and Go Viet., c. 14). 
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were the actual author thereof, and shall have such term of copy- 
right therein as is given to the authors of books by this Act, except 
only that, in the case of essays, articles, or portions forming part 
of and first published in reviews, magazines, or other periodical 
works of a like nature after tne term of twenty-eight years from the 
first publication thereof respectively, the right of publishing the^ 
same in a separate form shall revert to the author for the re- 
mainder of the terra given by this Act : 

t 

Provided always that, during the term of twenty-eight years* 
Consent of author to pub- fhe said proprietor, projector, publisher* 
lication singly. or conductor shall not publish any such 

essay, article, or portion separately or singly without the consent, 
previously obtained, of the author thereof of his assigns : 


Provided also that nothing herein contained shall alter or 
Employe’s right to publish affect the right of any person who shall 
separately. have been or shall be so employed as 

aforesaid to publish any such his composition in a separate form, 
who by any contract, express or implied, may have reserved or 
may hereafter reserve to himself such right ; but every author re- 
serving, retaining, or having such right, shall be entitled to the 
copyright in such composition when published in a separate iortn 
according to tiiis Act witnout prejudice to the right of such pro- 
prietor, projector, publisher or conductor as aforesaid. 


11 .* Tne proprietor of the copyright in any encyclopaedia. 
Rights of proprietor of review, magazine, periodical work, or 
copyright on making entry in Other work published in a series of 
registry. books Or parts, f shall be entitled to all 

the benefits of the registration in the office of the Secretary to the 
fjovernment of India for the Home Department, under this’ Act; 
on entering in the said book of registry the title of such encyclopae/ 
uia, review, periodical work, or other work published in a series of 
books or parts, tne time of the first publication of the first volume, 
thereof, or of the first volume, number, or part first 
u u ^her the passing of this Act in any such work which 
Shall have been published heretofore, and after the passing of th'^ 
said Act of Parliament, 3 & 4 Wm. IV., c. 85, J and the name an^ 


In 


S II 


the words, “ And it is hereby enacted that ” repealed by the 


omitted. 


1. . " rtna ic IS nereoy c 

(XVI. of 1874), have here been 

1 Thacker, i Hyde 9, 12, 13- > f 

Titli Arr^.sS’.. “ Government of India Act, 1833.”— See the Short 
■imes Act, 1896 (59 and 60 Viet., c. 14). . • .t 
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place of abode of the proprietor thereof and of the publisher there- 
of when such publisher shall not also be the proprietor thereof. 

3.2* All copies of any book wherein there shall be copyright. 
Proprietorship of copies of Rod of which entry shall have been 
book illcfrally printed. made in the said registry book, and 

which shall have been unlawfully printed without the consent of the 
registered proprietor of such copyright in writing under his hand 
first obtained, shall be deemed to be the property of the proprietor 
of such copyright, and who shall be registered as such, and such 
registered proprietor shall, after demand thereof in writing, be 
entitled to sue for and recover the same or damages for the 
detention thereof. 

iS.f If tile case be within the jurisdiction of any of the Courts 
Right of copyright pro- of Judicature established by Her Ma- 
prictor to .sue for and recover jesty’s Charter, such registered pro- 
copies or damages. prietor shall be entitled to sue for and 

recover such copies or damages for the detention thereof in an 
action of detinue from any party who shall detain the same, or to 
sue for and recover damages for the conversion thereof in an 
action of trover ; andf if the case be within the jurisdiction of any 
Zila Court or other local Court as aforesaid, the registered pro- 
prietor shall be entitled to sue for and recover such copies or dam- 
ages for the detention or conversion thereof, in such form as is in 
use in the said Zila or other local Courts for the recovery of specific 
personal property or damages for the detention or conversion 
thereof. 

14. § Nc proprietor of copyright in any book first published 
Entry in registry to be ‘be passing of the said Act of 

made before copyright pro- Parliament, 3 & 4 Wm. IV., C. 85,11 
Jgetor can proceed under shall maintain, under the provisions of 

this Act, any action or suit at law or in 
equity, or any summary proceeding in respect of any infringement 


In s. 12, the words, “ And it is enacted that," repealed by the Re- 
pealing Act (XVI. of 1874), have here been omitted. 

t In s. 13, the words, " And it is enacted that," repealed by the Re- 
pealing Act (XVI. of 1874), have here been omitted. 

t In s. 13, the word " that," repealed by the Repealing Act (XII. of 
1876), has here been omitted. 

f In s. 14, the words, " And it is enacted that," repealed by the Re- 
pealing Act (XVI of 1874), have here been omitted. 

11 Short title, “ The Government of India Act, 1833.’’— See the Short 
Titles Act, 1896 (59 and 60 Viet., c. 14), 
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of such copyright, unless he shall, before commencing such action, 
suit, or proceeding, have caused an entry to be made in the book 
•of registry at the office of the said Secretary of such book pursuant 
to this Act : 


Provided always that the omission to make such entry shall 
Omission to make entry not afiect the copyright in any book, nor 
not to affect copyright, &c. the right to sue or proceed in respect of 
the infringemerit thereof, except the right to sue or proceed in res- 
'pect of the infringement thereof under the provisions of this Act. 


special evidence in actions 
for things done under Act. 

Defendant to have 
'Costs if successful. 


full 


15.* If any action or suit shall be commenced or brought in 
Plea by defendant and any of the Courts of Judicature estab- 
lished by Her Majesty’s Charter against, 
any person or persons whomsoever for 
doing or causing to be done anything in 
, , . , pursuance of this Act, the defendant or 

uetendants in such action may plead the general issue and give the 
special matter in evidence; and if, upon such action, a verdict shall 
be given for the defendant, or the plaintiff shall become non-suited 
OT discontinue his action, then the defendant shall have and recover 
■bis full costs, for which he shall have the same remedy as a de- 
tendant in any case by law hath in the said last-mentioned Courts. 

IG.* All . . . . -j* indictments, informations, and other criminal 
pro- proceedings for any offence which shalt 
Woi, T !, "• ““rniiKd against this Act, shall be 
commenced within twelve calendar months next 
*6 same shall be void and of 


rights.] ReptaUd by ths Repealing 
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THE COURT FEES ACT, i87o. 
(Act VII. of 1870).* 


[Passed by the Governor-Gkkkkal of Indu in Council,] 

Received His Excellency s Assent on the iiih March 18^0. 


Short title. 


Extent of Act. 


Cottracnccment of Act. 


CHAPTER I, 

Prelminaky. 

1 . This Act may be called the 
Court Fees Act, 1870. 

It extends to the whole of British 
India: 

And it shall come into force on the 
first day of April 1870. 


* For the Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gazette of Jndia^ 
1869, Pt, V., p. 57 ; for Proceedings in Council, see ibid^ 18^, Supple- 
ment, pp. 1179 and 1452; ibid., 1870, Supplement, pp. $2, 578, 42 if 427 f 
and 434 * 

Act VII. of 1870 has been declared in force — 
in Upper Burma generally (except the Shan States) by the Burma 
^ Laws Act (XlIL of 1898), s. 4 (i), Sch. L; 
in British Baluchistan, by the British Baluchistan Laws Regulation 
(L of 1890), s. 3; 

in the Santhal Parganas, by the Santhal Parganas Settlement Re- 
gulation (IIL of 1872), as amended by the Santhal Parganas 
Justice and Laws Regulation {III. of 1899) ; 
in the Sub-division of Angul, by the Angul District Regulation (I. 
of 1894), s. 3. 

It has further been declared, by notification under s. 3 (tr) of the 
Scheduled ^Districts Act (XIV, of 1874), to be in force in the following 
Scheduled Districts, namely~ 

the District of Hazaribagh (see Gazette of India^ i88x, Pt. L, p. 

the District of Lohardaga (now called the Ranchi District) (see 
Calcutta Gasette^ 1899, Pt. L, p. 44; 1881, Pt. L, p. S^)? 

the District of Lohardaga then included the present District or 
Palamau separated in 1894 j 
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In all such suits, the plaintiff shall state the amount at which 
he values the relief sought 

V. In suits for the possession of land, houses, and gardens — 

for possession of land, hous- according to the value of 
es, and gardens ; tlic subjecl-mattcr ; and 

such value shall be deemed to be — 

where the subject-matter is land, and — 

(a) where the land forms an entire estate, or a definite 

share of an estate, paying annual revenue to Govern- 
ment, 

or forms part of such an estate, and is recorded in the c'ol- 
lector’s register as separately assessed with such 
revenue, 

and such revenue is permanently settled — 

ten times the revenue so payable ; 

(^) where the land forms an entire estate, or a definite 

share of an estate, paying annual revenue to Govern- 

ment, or forms part of such estate, and is recorded 
as aforesaid ; 

and such revenue is settled, but not permanently — five 
times the revenue so payable : 

(c) where the land pays no such revenue, or has been 

partially exempted from such payment, or is charged 
with any fixed payment in lieu of such revenue, 

and nett profits have arisen from the land during the year 
next before the date of presenting the plaint — fifteen 
times such nett profits ; 

but, where no such nett profits have arisen therefrom — the 
amount at which the Court shall estimate the land 
with reference to the value of similar land in the 
neighbourhood ; 

(d) where the land forms part of an estate paying revenue 

to Government, but is not a definite share of such 
estate, and is not separately assessed as above 
mentioned — the market-value of the land : 


* The words, ‘^and the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure 
section thirty-one shall apply as if, for the word ‘claim,’ the words ‘ relief- 
sought’ were substituted,” repealed by the repealing and Amending Act 
(XII. of have been omitted. , 



. , 'ffoei }0 *1^^ PV papssui naaq SBq (35) ^ 

‘ ‘juattqDsfo JO aopou 'B issiaoo oj (/?) 

. . , : XoaBtroj B JO uopBtnnuaiop 

sip lojjB- jsAo Suipjotj jUBoa) B Suipnpui ‘juBuaj 

B rao^ /fjiadoid ojqBOAOraini jo , iCiaAOoai sqj loj ^(py) 

— ‘asBOj B JO pjojpuBj B iCq iCisAijap aq; loj (5) 

. . ' ‘iCotiBdnooo 

jo jqSu B SuiABq jUBtiaj b jo jtiaj aqj aousqua oj (^) 

‘asBai 

B JO ^iBcLiajctnoo aqj jo ^trenaj /(q yCiaAtpp aq; joj (r>) 
— jOBua} pOB 

pioipuBj uaaMjaq sjms -pb 

SoiAiOqOJ aip ai qx ' -"®’ pjoipuBi uaaMpq 

: ajndsip ttt /Cpadoid aqj 

JO anjBA 10 junotuB aqi 01 SmpjoooB — pjBiSAB ob jo (p) 

f raia? aqi 

JO JtBaiC isig aqj Suunp piBd' aq oj paaiSB ^tiai aqj 
JO puB ‘(XoB jt) mniraaid jo aug aqi jo junouiB 
ajBSaaSSB aqj oj StiipaoDOB — asBaj jo jobjjuod b jo (j) 

f painoas aq oj paajSe 

jtmoraB aqj oj SaipioooB — aSeSpom jo pBflaoo b jo {q) 


i aopBiapisuoo 

aqj p junoraB aqj o; SatpjoooB — ajBS jo jobijuoo b jo (p) 

apttOTUOJiad og -aDUBUuojjad ogoads joj 
-pads JOJ sjms aj 'x 


".dSzSiiom JO jaatarujsui aqj y(q 

pajtioas aq oj passajdxa Xauora jBdiouud aqj oj SupJOooB 

‘ajrqosqB paiBpap ajBS aqi 

aABq oj ‘aps paogtpaoo Xq apBtn si aSBSjaoraaqj aaaqAV ‘jo 
‘aSBSjJBOJ aqj 

esopajoj OJ aaSBSjJora fasopa^ojoj 

B Xq sjms U| puB 

‘paSBSjJotn Xjjad * 

-Old aqj JO XiaAOoaj aqj JOj aaSBgjiotn b jstnBSB sjps aj ‘Xi 



; jsajajtn Jo puBj uons jo uoissassod aqj JOj ajaM, 
jms aqj ji sb pajndraoo aq ipqs aaj jo junotxiB aqj ‘jsaiajm jo poBj 
aqj jo arqBA aqj spaaoxa jtinouiB 'qons ajaqAi ‘jBqj papiAOJj 


Si 


. 'ssaff jsnoo 


[•oXgi JO 
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11. In suits for mesne-profits, or for immoveable property 

_ , . . , and mesne-profits, or for an account, if 

mes^ne-pl-Xs '"or ^"accouni As profits or amount decreed are or is 
when amount decreed exceeds in excess of the profits claimed or the 
amount claimed. amount at which the plaintiff valued the 

relief sought, the decree shall not be executed until the difference, 
between the fee actually paid and the fee which would have been 
payable had the suit comprised the whole of the profits or amounts 
so decreed shall have been paid to the proper officer. 

Where the amount of mesne-profits is left to be ascertained in 
the course of the execution of the decree, if the profits so ascertain- 
ed exceed the profits claimed, the further execution of the decree 
shall be stayed until the difference between the fee actually paid 
and the fee which would have been payable had the suit comprised 
the whole of the profits so ascertained is paid. If the additional 
fee is not naid within such time as the Court shall fix, the suit shall 
be dismissed. 

12. i. Every question relating to valuation for the purpose of 
Decision of questions as to determining the amount of any fee 

valuation. chargeable under this chapter on a plaint 

or memorandum of appeal shall be decided by the Court in which 
such plaint or memorandum, as the case may be, -is filed, and such 
decision shall be final as between the parties to the suit : 

ii. But, whenever any such suit comes before a Court of Ap- 
peal, Reference, or Revision, if such Court considers that the said 
question has been wrongly decided to the detriment of the revenue, 
it shall require the party by whom such fee has been paid to pay' 
so much additional fee as would have been payable had the ques- 
tion been rightly decided, and the prowsions of section 10 , para- 
graph ii., shall apply. 

13. It an appeal or plaint, which has been rejected by the 
Refund of fee paid on me- lower Court On any of the grounds men^ 

morandum of appeal. tioned in the Code of Civil Procedure,* 

is ordered to be received, or if a suit is remanded in appeal on 
any of the grounds mentioned m section 35 if of the same Code 

* This reference should now be -read as applying to Act "V. of igo8. 
—■See s. 158 of that Act. 

, f The reference to s. 351 of the Code of Civil Procedure (Act 'VIII. 

1859), corresponding with s. 562 of Act XIV. of 1883, should now be 
read as applying to Order XLI., rule 23 (First Schedule), of Act V. of iqo8> 
Uhe new Civil Procedure Code),— Setf s. 158 of the last mentioned Act. 

Act VIL, 1870.— 3, 
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for a second decision by the lower Court, the Appellate Court shall 
grant to the appellant a certificate authorizing him to receive back 
from the Collector the full amount of fee paid on the memorandum 
of appeal : 

Provided that, if, in the case of a remand in appeal, the order 
ot remind shall not cover the whole of the subject-matter of the 
suit, the certificate so granted shall not authorize the appellant to 
receive back more than so much fee as would have been originally 
payable on the part or parts of such subject-matter in respect 
whereof the suit has been remanded. 

14. Where an application* for a re\iew of judgmentf is 
Refund of fee on applica- presented On or after the ninetieth day 

tion for review of judgment, from the date of the decree, the Court, 
unless the delay was caused by the applicant’s laches, may, in its dis- 
cretion, grant him a certificate authorizing him to receive back from 
the Collector so much of the fee paid on the application as exceeds 
the fee which would have been payable had it been presented before 
such day.J 

15. Where an application for a review of judgment is admitted, 

Refund where Court re- ^^ere, ou the rehearing, the Court 

Ycrses or modifies its former revers6? or inodifics its former decision 
decision on ground of mis- qu the ground of mistake in law or fact, 

the applicant shall be entitled to a certi- 
ficate from the Court authorizing him to receive back from the Col- 
lector so much of the fee paid on the application § ns exceeds the foe 
payable on any other application to such Court under the Second 
Schedule to this Act, No. i, clause {b) or clause [d). 

But nodiing in the former part of this section shall entitle 
the applicant to such certificate where the reversal or modification 
is due, wholly or in part, to fresh evidence which might have been 
produced at the original hearing. 

16. [Repealed by Act V. of igoSy Sch. K] 

* As to refund of fees paid on applications to the Chief Court or the 
Court oi the Financial Commissioner of the Punjab for the exercise of its 
revisional jurisdiction uuder s. 622 of the Code of Civil Procedure {Act 
XIV. of 1882), the Punjab Courts Act (XVIII. of 1884), s, as 
amended by the Punjab Courts Act (XXV, of 1899). .. 

t As to application for review of judgment, see the Code of Civj 
Procedure (Act XIV. of 1882), s. 623. 

X See Sch. 1., Nos. 4 and 5 infra. . . t a 

§ The word ** application has been substituted for the original words, 

“ plaint or memorandum of appeal/’ by the Court Fees Act Amendment 
Act (XX. of 1870), s. I. 
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be, and has, in consequence, paid too Iow a cOuk>fee thereon, the 
Chief Controlling Revenue Authority “for the local area”*' in 
which the probate or letters has or have been granted may, on the 
value of the estate of the deceased being verified by affidavit or 
affirmation, cause the probate or letters of adnunistration to be duly 
stamped on payment of the full court-fee which ought to have been 
originally paid thereon in respect of such ’ value, and of the 
farther penalty, if the probate or letters is or are produced within 
one year from the date of the grant, of five times, or, if it or 
they is or are produced after one year from such date, of twenty 
times, such proper court-fee without any deduction of the court- 
fee originally paid on such probate or letters : 

Provided that, if the application be made within six months 
after the ascertainment of the true value of the estate and the dis- 
covery that too low a court-fee was at first paid on the probate or 
letters, and if the Slid Authority is satisfied that such fee was pid 
in consequence of a mistake, or of its not being known at the time 
that some particular part of the estate belonged to the deceased, 
and without any intention of fraud or to delay the payment of the 
proper court-fee, the said Authority may remit the said penally, and 
cause the probate or letters to be duly stamped ori payment only of 
the sum wanting ’ to make up the fee which should have been at 
first paid thereon. 

19F. In the case of letters of administration on which too 
, Administrator to ^ive pro- ^ couTt-fee has been paid at first, 

per security before letters the Said Authority shall not cause the 
stamped under section 19E. same to be duly Stamped in manner 
aforesaid until the administrator has given such security to the 
Court by which the letters of administration have been granted as 
ought by a law to have been given on the granting thereof in case 
the full value of the estate of the deceased had been then ascertained. 


19G.f Where too low a court-fee has been paid on any pro- 
Executorc.&c, not paying or ' letters administration ffi con- 

full court-fee on probates, sequence 01 any mistake, or ot its 
&c., within six months after being known at the time that some par- 
di^coveryofunder-^ayment. belonged 10 

the deceased, if any executor or administrator acting under ,sucn 


• The words quoted have been substituted for the words t ® 
province'' by the Court Fees (Amendment) Act (X-of 1901). 

f As to recovery of. penalties or forfeitures under s. 19^9 * 

Probate and Administration Act (VI. of 1889), s. ao(r). 
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pfobate* or letters does tjoti w'ltbm -six months^ ... * alter the 
■cyscovety of the mistake, ■ or of any effects not known at the^ lime to 
have belonged to the deceased, apply to the said Authority, and 
pay what is wanting to make up die .court-fee which ought to have 
been paid at first on such probate or letters, he shall forfeit the 
:sum of one thousand rupees, and also a further sum at ine rate of 
ten rupees per cent, on the amount of the sum wanting to make 
up the proper court-fee. 

• 19H.t (/) Where an application for probate or letters of 

;■ Notice of application for administration is made to any Court 
probate or letters of adminis- Other than a High Couft, the CouTt 
Reve- cause notice of the application to 

dure thereon. be given to the Collector. 

(2) Where such an application as aforesaid is made to a 
ffigh Court, the High Court shall cause notice of the application 
to be given to the Chief Controlling Revenue Authority “for the 
local area in which the H igh Court is situated.”^ 

(y) The Collector, within the local limits of whose revenue 
jurisdiction the property of the deceased or any part thereof is, 
may at any time inspect, or cause to be inspected, and take, or 
cause to be taken, copies of the record of any case in which appli- 
cation for probate or letters of administration has been^made ; and, 
if, on such inspection or otherwise, he is of opinion that the peti- 
tioner has under-estimated the value of the property of the deceas- 
ed, the Collector may, if he thinks fit, require the attendance of the 
petitioner (either in person or by agent), and take evidence, and 
inquire into the matter in such manner as he may think fit, and, 
if he is still of opinion that the value of the property has been 
under-estimated, may require the petitioner to amend the 
valuation. 

' If the petitioner does not amend the valuation to the 

satisfaction of the Collector, the Collector may move the Court 


; * Here the words and figures, “after the first day of April 1875, or,” 

irepealed by the Repealing and Amending Act (XII. of 1891), have been 
omitted. ' 

_ f Ss. 19H, 19I, 19J. and 19K have been inserted after 19G by the 
Court Fees Act Amendment Act (XI. of 1899), s. 2, the original s. ■ 19H 
having since been repealed by the Guardians and Wards Act (Vlll. of 
1890),- s. 2 and Sch. 

_ f The words quoted have been substituted for the' words'" of the nro- 
vitice” by the Court Fees (Amendment) Act (X. of 1901). 
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pi'obate* or letters does notj witldn sbc montlrs . . . . • alter the 
discovery of the mistake, or of any efiects not known at the time to 
have belonged to the deceased, apply to the said Authority, and 
pay %Yhat is wanting to make up the court>-fee which ought to have 
been paid at first on such probate or letters, he shall forfeit the 
:sum of one thousand rupees, and also a further sum at ine rate of 
ten. rupees per cent, on the amount of the sum wanting to make 
up the proper court-fee. 

19H.t (r) Where an application for probate or letters of 
' Notice of application for administration is made to anj Court 
probate or ietter.s of adminis- otlier than a High Court, the Couri 

shall cause notice of the application to 

nue-authorities, and proce- , . 

dure thereon. be given lo the CoUcctor. 

(2) Where such an application as afore.said is made to a 
Kgh Court, the High Court shall cause notice of the application 
to be given to the Chief Controlling Revenue Authority “ for the 
local area in which the H igh Court is siluaied.”i 

(.7) The Collector, within the local limits of whose revenue 
jurisdiction the properly of the deceased or any part thereof is, 
ihay at any time inspect, or cause to be inspected, and take, or 
cause to be taken, copies of die record of any case in which appli- 
cation for probate or letters of administration has been^made ; and, 
if, on such inspection or otherwise, he is of opinion that the peli- 
fioner has under-estimated the value of the property of the rieceas- 
ed, the Collector may, if he thinks fit, require the attendance of the 
petitioner (eidier m person or by agent), and take evidence, and 
inquire into the matter in such manner as he may think fit, and, 
if he is still of opinion that the value of the property has been 
under-estimated, may require the petitioner to amend the 
valuation. 

If the petitioner does not amend the valuation lo the 
satisfaction of the Collector, the Collector may move the Court 


•, * Here the words and figures, “after the first day of April 1875, or,*' 

trepealed by the Repealing and Amending Act (XII. of 1891), have been 
omitted. 

t Ss. 19H, igl, 19], and igK have been inserted after 19G by the 
Court Fees Act Amendment Act (X(. of 1899), s. a, the original s. 19H 
having since been repealed by the Guardians and Wards Act (VIII. of 
1890), s. 3 and Sch. 

^ t The words quoted have been substituted for the words “ of the pro- 
vince” by the Court Fees (Amendment) Act (X. of 1901). 
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before which the applicau'on for probate or letters of administra- 

won was made to hold an inquiry into the true value of the 
property : . ' 

Provided that no such motion shall be made after the expi- 
ration of SIX months from the date of the exhibition of the inven- 
toiy required by section 277 of the Indian Succession Act, 1865 •- 
or, as the case may be, by section 98 of the Probate and Adminis- 
tration Act, iSSi.f 

(5) The Court, when so luoved as aforesaid, shall hold, or 
cause to beheld, on inquiiy accordingly, and shall record a find- 

to the true value, as near as may be, at whicn the property, 
or the deceased should have been estimated. The Collector shall' 
oe deemed to be a party to the inquiry. 

( 6 ) For the purposes of any such inquiry, the Court or 

person authorized by the Court to hold the inquiry may examine, 
the petitioner for- probate or letters of administration on oathr 
(whether in person or by commission), and may take such further 
evidence as may be produced to prove the true value of the pro-' 
I^rty. ihe person authorized as aforesaid to hold the inquiiy 
raf evidence taken by him. and report the 

oK n • j such report and the evidence so taken - 

shdl be evidence in the proceeding, and the Court may record a, 

accordance with the report, unless it is satisfied that it is 

erroneous. 

<!ViaU ^ finding of the Court recorded under sub-section (y) • 

th<» not bar the entertainment and disposal by^ 

sectional Revenue Authority of any application under' 

of rSl Government may make rules for tlie guidance- 

section exercise of the powers conferred by' sub*. 

(/) No order entitling the petitioner to the grant of 
Payment of court-fees in probate or letters of administration shalP 

grant until the petitioner has filed in the 
court a valuation of the property in the form set forth in the Third' 
Schedule, and the Court is satisfied that the fee mentioned in 
No. 1 1 of the First Schedule has been paid on such valuation. 


Act X. of 1865. 


^ f I 

t Sse foot-note (f) at p. 25, ante. 


t Act V. of i88i« 
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(2) The grant of probate or letters of administration shall not 
be delayed by reason of any motion made by the Collector under- 
section igH, sub-section { 4 )^ 


19 J.* (/) Any excess fee found to be payable on an inquiry 

o £ o held under section loH, sub- section (6), 

Recovery ot penalties, &0. forfeiture under. 

section I qG, may, on the certificate of the Chief Controlling Reve-t 
nue Authority, be recovered from the executor or administrator 
as if it were an arrear of land- revenue by any Collector in 
part of British India. 

(a) The Chief Controlling Revenue Authority may remit thd 
whole or any part of any such penally or forfeiture as aforesaid, or 
any part of any penalty under section 19E, or of any court- fee 
under section 1 9E in excess of the lull court-fee which ought to 
have been paid. 


Sections 6 and 28 not to 19 K.* Nothing in section 6 or 

apply to probates or letters section 38 shall apply to probates or 
of administra tion . administration. 


Rules as to costs of pro- 
cesses. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Process fees. 

20 . The High Court shall, as soon 
as may be, make rulesf as to the follow- 
ing matters : — 


* See foot note (t) at p. as, ante. 

t As to the power to make rules and prescribe fees for processes in 
Lower Burma, see the Lower Burma Courts Act (XI. of 1889), ss. 89 and 
91* As to the power of the Judicial Commissioner to make rules aud 
regulate the fees to be paid for civil processes in Upper Burma, see thd 
Upper Burma Civil Courts Regulation (L of 1896), s. 30 (/) (a). As to 
e power of the Bombay High Court to prescribe fees for processes issued 
Dy Courts constituted under the Bombay Civil Courts Act (XIV. of 1869), 
see s. 42 of that Act. As to the computation of certain fees on applica- 
lons under s. 95 of the North-Western Provinces Rent Act (XII. of 1881). 

amended by s. 2 of the North-Western Provinces Rent 
(XIV. of 1886). 

, power of the Chief Commissioner of British Baluchistan to 

RemOaf- ^ British Baluchistan Criminal Justice 

Se rJIT • • Baluchistan Civil 

92 («): (For continuation, 5.^ the rest 
or tnis note at the foot of next page.) 
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i. the fees chargeable for serving and executing processes 
issued by such Court in its appellate jurisdiction, and by the other 
Civil “ and Revenue”* Courts established within the local limits of 
such jurisdiction ; 

ii. the fees chargeable for serving and executing processes 
issued by the Criminal Courts established within such limits in the 
Case of offences other than offences for which police-officers may 
arrest w'ithout a warrant; and 

iii. the remuneration of the peons and all other persons em- 
ployed by leave of a Court in the service or execution of processes. 

The High Court may, from time to time, alter and add to the 
rules so made. 


All such rules, alterations, and additions shall, after being 
Confirniatiun and publica* Confirmed by the Local Goveinment, 
tiqn o£ rules. and Sanctioned by the Governor-General 

of India in Council, be published in the local official Gazette, and 
ah.rll thereupon have the force of law. 

Until such rules shall be so made and published, the fees now 
leviable for serving and executing processes shall continue to be 
levied, and shall be deemed to be fees leviable under this Act. 


21. A table in the English and Vernacular languages, show 
_ , , - . ing the fee chargeable for such service 

a e o process ees. execution, shall be exposed to view 

in a conspicuous part of each Court. 


Continued from p. - 37 , supra* 

For notifications issued under the powers conferred by this section 

in~ 

*(1) Bombay, s^e Bombay List of Local Rules and Orders, Vol. L* 
Ed. 1896, pp. 36 and 37; 

<2) Burma, see Burma Gasette, 1891, Pt. L, p. 14; ‘ . 

- <3) Madras, see Madras List of Local Rules and Orders, Vol. Lj 

Ed. 189S, pp. 18 and 19; 

(4) North-Western Provinces and. Oudh, see North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 18941 

' ' (5) Central Provinces see Central Provinces List of Local Rules 

and Orders, Ed. 1896, p. ii. * j u 

^ In Punjab the words quoted in s. 20, cL i, has been repealed by 

Punjab Land Revenue Act (XVII. of 1887). 
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22. Subject to rules* * * § to be made by the High Court, aad 

aoproved by the Local Governmeut 

Number of oeons in ^ 1 t r 

District ; 

Courts, Council, 


and^ srbo"rdiaai" ''the Govemor-General of India la 


every District Judge . and every Magistrate of a District shall 
fix, and may from time to time alter, the number of peons neces- 
sary to be employed for the service and execution of processes 
issued out of his Court and each of lire Courts subordinate thereto ; 


and, for the purposes of* this section, every Court cf Small 
Number cf peons in Pro- Causes eslablishrd under Act No. XL 
vincial Small Cause Courts. of iSfisf {io coniolvlati and amend the 
Law relating tio Courts of Small Causes beyond the local limits of 
the ordinary original civil jurisdiction of the High Courts 0/ Judica- 
lure) shall be deemed to be subordinate to the Court of the District 
Judge. 


23.| Subject to rules§ to be framed by the Chief Controlling 
Number of peons in Revenue Authority, and approved by the 
Revenue Courts. Local Government and the Governor- 

General of India in Council, every officer performing the functions 
of a Collector of a district shall fix, and from time to time after, 
the number of peons necessary to be employed for the service and 
execution of processes issued out of his Court or the Courts subor- 
ffinate to him. 


* For rules made under the powers conferred by this section in — 

Bombay, see Bombay List of Local Rules and Orders, Vol. I., Ed. 
1896, p. XXV ; 

Madras, see Madras List of Local Rules and Orders, Vol L, 
Ed. 1898, p. 19 ; 

N-W. P. and Oudh, see N.-W. P. and Oudh List of Local Rules 
and Orders, Ed. 1894, p. 34 ; 

Central Provinces, see Central Provinces List of Local Rules and 
Orders Ed. 1896 p. 1 1. 

t The reference to Act XL of i86s should now be read as made to 
the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act (IX. of 1887) s. a (2) and (3). 

t In the Punjab, s. 23, has been repealed , — See the Punjab Land 
Revenue Act (XVI I, of 1887). 

§ For rules framed under the powers conferred by this sectioa in- 
Madras, see Madras List of Local Rules and Orders, Vol. L, Ed, 

1898, p XXV.; 

Central Provinces, see Central Provinces List of Local Rules and 
Orders, Ed. 1896, p, n ; 

Assam, see Assam Manual of Local Rules and 'Orders, 1893,. 
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24. ^Repealed by iht Repealing and Amending Ad {XU.^ of 


CHAPTER V. 

Of the Mode of levying Fees. 

Collection of fees by 25. All fees referred to in section 
atanips. 3, or chargeable under this Act, shall 

be collected by stamps. ’ 

28. The stamps used to denote any fee chargeable 
Sumps to be impressed or under this Act shall be impress^ or 
adhesive. adhesive, or partly impressed and partly 

adhesive, as the Governor-General of India in Council may, by 
nodfication in the Gazette of India, from time to time direct.* 

Rules for supply, number, Local Government may, 

renewal, and keeping of from time to lime, make rules for regula- 

accounts of stamps. ting— - 

(fl) the supply of stamps to be used under this Act, 

(5) the number of stamps to be used for denoting any fee 
chargeable under this Act, 

(c) the renewal of damaged or spoiled stamps, and 

(d) the keeping of accounts of all stamps used under this 

,Act: 

Provided that, in the case of stamps used under section 3 , in 
a High Court, such rules shall be made with thd concurrence of 
the Chief Justice of such Court. 

All such rules shall be published in the local official Gazette, 

shall thereupon have the force of law. 

28. No document which ought to bear a stamp under this 
Stamping documents in- Act shall be of any validity unless and 
advertently received. until it is properly Stamped. 

But, if any such document is, through mistake or inadvertence, 
received, filed, or used in any Court or office without being pro- 
'perly stamped, the presiding Judge or the head of the office, as 

* For rules as to levy of court* fees fay adhesive and impressed stamps* 
see Gaaeiie of India, 1883, Pt. I., p, 189. 
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the case may be,- or, in the case of a High Court, any Judge of 
such Court, may, if he thinks fit, order- that such document -be 
stamped as he may direct ; and, on such document being stamped 
accordingly, the same and every proceeding relative thereto shall 
be as valid as if it had been properly stamped in the first instance. 


29. Where any such document is amended in order merely 

to correct a mistake, and to a make it 
Amended document. conform to the Original intention of the 

parties, it shall not be necessary to impose a fresh stamp. 

30. No document requiring a stamp under this Act shall be 

. filed or acted upon in any proceeding 

Cancellation of stamp. Court or office until the stamp 

has been cancelled. 


Such officer as the Court or the head of the oflSce may from 
time to time appoint shall, on receiving any such document, forth- 
with effect such cancellation by punching out the figure-head so as 
to leave the amount designated on the stamp untouched, and the 
part removed by punching shall be burnt or otherwise destroyed. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Miscellaneous. 

31. i. Whenever an application or petition containing a 
Repajrment of fees paid on complaint or charge of an offence, 
applications to Criminal Other than an offence for which pclice- 
' officers may arrest without warrant, is 

presented to a Criminal Court, the Court, if it convict the accused 
person, shall, in addition to the penalty imposed upon him, order 
him to repay to the complainant the fee paid on such application 
or petition. 

ii. In the case mentioned in section 18 , the Court, if it convict 
the accused person, shall, in addition to the penalty imposed upon 
him, order him to repay to the complainant the fee, if any, paid by 
the latter for the examination. 

_ iii. When the complainant has paid fees for serving processes 
in either of the cases mentioned in the first and second paragraphs 
^his section, the Court, if it convict the accused person, shall, in 
addition to the penalty imposed upon him, order him to repay such 
tees to the complainant. 
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iv. All fees ordered to be repaid under this section may be 
recovered as if they were fines imposed by the Court. ; 

32 . \J<epealtd by the Repeating and Ainending Act {XlL of 

33 . VVhenever the filing or exhibition in a Criminal Court 

Admission in criminal cases of a document in rcspect of which the 
of documents on which pro- proper fee has not been paid, is, m the 
per fee has not been paid. opinion of tiie presiding Judge, necessary 
to prevent a failure of justice, nothing contained in section 4 
or section 6 shall be deemed to prohibit such filing or exhibition. 


34.* (r) The Local Government may, from time to time,. 

make rules for regulating the sale of 
Sale of stamps. Stamps 10 be used under this ‘\ct, the 

persons by whom alone such sale is to be conducted, and the duties 
and remuneration of such persons, 

(2) All such rules shall be published in the local official 
Gazette, and shall thereupon have the force of law, 

(5) Any person appointed to sell stamps who disobeys any 
rule made under this section, and any person not so appointed who 
sells or offers for sale any stamp, shall be punished with imprison- 
ment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which 
may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 


35. The Governor-General of India in Council may, from 
Power to reduce or remit time to time, by notificationj" in ffic 

fees. Gazette of India, reduce or remit, in the 

whole or in any part of British India, all or any of the fees mention- 
ed in the first and second schedules to this Act annexed, 

and may, in like manner, cancel or vary such order., 

36 . Nothing in Chapters II. and V. of this Act applies to the 
Saving of fees to certain commission payable to the Accountant 

officers of High Courts. General of the High Court at Fw 

William, or to the fees which any officer of a High Court is allowed 
to receive in addition to a fixed salary. 

* S. 34 has been substituted for the original by the Repealing and 
Amending Act <XII. of 1891). , 

f For Notification No. 4650 dated September 10, 18S9, as amende 

and added to by 'subsequent Notifications, s^e Appendix, 
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SCHEDULE 1 . 

Ad-valorem Fees. 


Number. 


Proper Fee. 


When the amount or value of 
the subject-matter in dispute 
does not exceed five rupees ... 


Six annas. 


I. Plaint/* written I 
statement pleading, I 
a set-off, or counter- 
claim,”* or memor- 
andum of appeal (not . 
otherwise provided 
for in this Act), ** or^ 
of cross-objection,”* 
presented to any 
Civil or Revenue 
Court, except those 
mentioned in section 
3.t 


When such amount or value 
exceeds five rupees, for every 
five rupees or part thereof 
in excess of five rupees up 
to one hundred rupees 


Six annas. 


When such amount or value 
exceeds one hundred rupees, 
for every ten rupees or part 
thereof in excess of one hun- 
dred rupees, up to one thou- 
sand rupees ... ... Twelve annas. 

When such amount or value 
exceeds one thousand rupees, 
for every one hundred rupees 
or part thereof in excess of 
. one thousand rupees, up to 
five thousand rupees ... Five rupees. 


When such amount or value 
exceeds five thousand rupees, 
for every two hundred and 
fifty rupees or part thereof 
in excess of five thousand 
rupees, up to ten thousand 
rupees 


Ten rupees. 


* In article i, column i, the words quoted are inserted by Act V. of* 
1908 (the new Civil Procedure Code), Schedule IV. 

t To ascertain the proper fee leviable on the institution of a suit, 
fhe Table annexed to this Schedule at p. 44, infra. 


Act VU , 1870.— 3. 
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SCHEDULE l.^[contuiued). 


Ad-valoreni Fees — (Continued). 


Number. 

I 

Proper Fee. 


When such amount or value 
exceeds ten thousand rupees, 
for every five hundred rupees, 
or part thereof in excess of 
ten thousand rupees up to 

Fifteen rupees. 


twenty thousand rupeee 

When such amount or value 
exceeds twenty thousand ru- 
pees, for every one thousand 
rupees or part thereof in 

I. Plaint, written 

excess of twenty thousand 


statement, pleading, 

rupees, up to thirty thousand 


a set-off, or counter- 
claim, or memoran- 
dum ot appeal ^not 
otherwise provided 

rupees 

Twenty rupees. 

for in this Act), or of 

When such amount or value 


cross-objection, pre- 

exceeds thirty thousand ru- i 


sented to any Civil 

pees, for every two thousand 


or Revenue Court, 

rupees or part thereof in 


except those men- 

excess of thirty thousand ru- 


tioned in section 

pees, up to fifty thousand 


2^{contd,) 

rupees. ... ... j 

1 

When such amount or value 
exceeds fifty thousand rupees 
for every five thousand rupees 
or part thereof in excess of 

Twenty rupees. 


fifty thousand rupees 

Provided that the maximum 
fee leviable on a plaint or 
memorandum of appeal shall 
^ be three thousand rupees. 

Twenty-five 

rupees. 
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SCHEDULE L—icon/inued.) 
Ad-valorern (continued). 


Number. 


Proper Feb. 

2, Plaint* in a suit 
for possession under 
“the Specific Relief 
Act, 1877, s. 

j ^ 

A fee of one half 
the amount pre- 
scribed in the 
foregoing-scale. 

3. ^Repealed by Act 
VJII.qf 1871.'] 



4. Application for 
review of judgment, J 
if presented on or after 
the ninetieth day from 
the date of the decree. 

1 r 

1 { 

^ ••• ••• 'S 

1 / 

J ^ 

The fee leviable on 
the plaint or me- 
morandum of ap- 
peal. 

$. Application for 
review of judgment, :|: 
if presented before the 
ninetieth day from the 
date of the decree. 

“ ••• ^ 

One-half of the fee 
leviable on the 
plaint or memo- 
randum of appeal. 

6. Copy or trans- 
lation of a judgment 
or order not being, 
or having the force 
of, a decree. 

When such judgment or order 
is passed by any Civil Court 
other than a High Court| or 
by the presiding officer of 
any Revenue Court or office, 
or by any other judicial or 
Executive Authority— 



• The words “or memorandum of appeal,” repealed by the Court 
Fees Act Amendment Act (XX. of 1870), have here been omitted. 

t The words quoted have been substituted by the Repealing and 
Amending Act (XII. of 1891) for the words “ Act No. XIV. of iS^g io 
provide for ike Ihnitation of suits) ^ section 15 ” 

X As to application for review of Judgment, see now the new Code of 
Civil Procedure (Act V. of igo8), 3. 1x4 and O. XLVIL, r. i. 
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SCHEDULE I. — {coniinued). 
Ad-valortm Fees — (continued). 


Number. 


Proper Fhe. 

6. Copy or trans- 
lation of a judg- 
ment or order not^ 
being, or having the | 
force of, a decree — 

(rW.). 

(a.) — If the amount or value 
of the subject-matter 
is fifty or less than 
' fifty rupees 

(^•) — If such amount or value 
exceeds fifty rupees 

Four annas. . 

Eight annas. 


When such judgment or order 
is passed by a High Court ... 

One rupee. 


When such decree or order is 
made by any Civil Court 
other than a High Court, or 
by any Revenue Court—' 


7. Copy of a de- 
cree or order having <{ 
the force of a decree. 

{a )— If the amount or value 
of the subject-matter 
of the suit wherein 
such decree or order 
is made is fifty or less 
than fifty rupees 

Eight annas. 

1 

(6.) — If such amount or value 
exceeds fifty rupees ... 

One rupee. 

- 

When such decree or order is 
made by a High Court 

Four rupees. 
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SCHEDULE l.—{conlniuei). 
Ad-valoretn Fees — (continued). 


Number. 


, 8. Copy of any do- 

cument liable to 
stamp-duty under the 
Indian Stamp Act, 
1879 * when left by*^ 
any party to a suit 
or proceeding in 
place of the origi- 
nal withdrawn. 


Proper Fee. 


(fl,)_When the stamp-duty 
chargeable on the ori- 
ginal does not exceed 
eight annas 


(6.)— In any other case 


The amount of the 
duty chargeable 
on the original. 


Eight annas. 


9. Copy of any re-“^ 
venue or judicial pro- 
ceeding or order not 
otherwise provided 
for by this Act, or 
copy of any account, 
statement, report, or 
of the like, taken out ! 
of any Civil or Cri- | 
minal or Revenue 
Court or office, or 
from the office of any 
chief officer charged 
with the executive 
administration of a 
Division. J 


For every three hundred and 
sixty words or fraction of 
three hundred nnd sixty 
words 


Eight annas. 


10. [Repealed by the 
Ciuardians and Wards 
Act {yjll, of i8go).'\ 


• See now the Indian Stamp Act (II. of 1899). The reference origin- 
ally was* to Act XVIII. of 1869. ■ ' ^ ^ 



33 


COURT 1‘EES. 


[Act vn. 


SCliEBULE l^iconiinued). 
Ad-v^hran Fui — (continued). 


NuiiUKa, 


Pa0P2R Fes. 


r 


When the nmoiiofc or value of 
the property in respect of 
which the sfrant of probate 
or letters 15 maUe exceeds 
one thousand rupees, but 
iocs not CrvCetd tea thousand 
rupees 


When such a amount or value 
exceeds ten thousand rupees, 
but does not exceed hfly 
thousand rupees 


XI.* Probate of a 
will or letters of ad- 
ministration with or^ 
without will annex* 
ed. 


When such amount or value 
exceeds fifty thousand rupees. 


Provided that, when, after the 
grant of a certificate under 
the Succession Certificate 
Act, iSSp.t or under the Re* 
gulation of the Bombay Code 
No. Vill. of 1827, respect 
of any property included in 
an estate, a grant of probate 
or letters of administration 
is made in respect of the 
same estate, the fee payable 
in respect of the latter grant 
shall be reduced by the 
amount of the fee paid in 
respect of the former grant. 


Two per centum 
on such amount 
or value. 


j Two and one^half 
I per centum on 
I amount or value. 

I Three per centum 
I on such amount 
I or va^ue : 


* Nos. n. 12, and 12A have been substituted, by the Succession Cer^ 
tificate Act (VU. of 1889). s. 13 (r), for Nos. ii and la as originally en- 
acted. In Article ii, the entries in the second and third columns are 
substituted for the original by Act VIL of 1910* 
t Act VII. of 1889* 
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Number* 


12.'*' Certificate 
under the Succession 
Certificate Act, 1889. 



Proper Fee* 


Two per centum 
on the amount or 
value of any debt 
or security speci-. 
fied in the certifi- 
cate under sec- 
tion 8 of the Act, 
and three per cen- 
tum on the 
amount or value 
of any debt or 
security to which 
the certificate is 
extended under 
section 10 of the 
Act, 


Note.— (J.) Jhe 

amount of a debt 
is its amount, in- 
cluding interest, 
on the day on 
which the inclu- 
sion of the debt 
in the certificate 
is applied for, so 
far as such 
amount can be 
ascertained. 


♦ Nos, II, 12, and 12A have been substituted, by the Succession Certi- 
ficateAct ^VH. of 1889), 3. 13 (z), for No^. il and 12 as originally enacted. 
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SCHEDULE \.—[coniinuid). 
Ad-valorem Fees — (continued). 


Number. 


Proper Fee. 


P (i) As regards debts and 
f securities ... 


12A.* Certificate 
under the Regula- 
tion of the Bombay 
Code, No. VIIL of 
1827, 




(2) As regards other property 
in respect pf which the 
certificate is granted — 

when the amount or value 
of such property exceeds 
one thousand rupees, but 
does not exceed ten 
thousand rupees ; 


when such amount or value 
exceeds ten thousand 
rupees, but does not ex- 
ceed fifty thousand ru- 
pees ; 


when such amount or value 
exceeds fifty thousand 
rupees 


The same fee as 
would be payable 
in respect of a 
certificate under 
the Succession 
Certificate Act, 
1889, t or in res- 
pect of an exten- 
sion of such a 
certificate, as the 
case may be. 


Two per centum on 
such amount or 
value. 


Two and one half 
per centum on 
such amount or 
value. 

Three per centum 
on such amount 
or value.** 


substituted, by the Succession Certi- 
Thp of ^889), s. 13 (/), for Nos. xi and 12 as originally enacted. 

for columns of^article X2A are substituted 

wr the original by Act VII. of 1910. 

t Act VII. of 1889. 
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SCHEDULE L^iconUnued). 

Table oj Rates of Ad-valorem Fees leviable on the Insiiiution 

of Suits. 


When the amount or 
lvalue of the subiecU 
matter exceeds 

But does not exceed 

Proper Fee. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. A. P. 

o 

s 

060 

5 

10 

0 12 0 

lO 

15 

12 0 

IS 

20 

180 

20 

25 

1 14 0 

25 

30 

240 

3° 

35 

2 10 0 

35 

40 

300 

40 

45 

360 

45 

SO 

3 12 0 

50 

55 

420 

ss 

60 

480 

<5o 

6 S 

4 14 0 

65 

70 

5 4 0 

70 

75 

S 10 0 

75 

80 

600 

80 

85 

660 

85 . 

90 

6 12 0 

90 

95 

720 

95 

100 

780 

100 

no 

840 

no 

X20 

900 

120 

130 

9120 

130 

140 

JO 8 0 

140 

150 

1140 

ISO 

160 

]2 0 0 

160 

170 

12 12 0 

170 

180 

13 8 0 

180 

190 

14 4 0 

190 

200 

15 0 0 

200 

> 210 

15 12 0 

210 

220 

j6 8 0 

220 

230 

17 4 0 
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SCHEDULE I. — {continued). 

Table of Rates 0/ Ad-valorem Fees, — (conUnued). 


When the amount or 
value of the subject- 
matter exceeds- 

But does not exceed* 

Proper Fee. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. A. P. 

230 

240 

i8 0 0 

240 

250 

IH IZ Q 

250 

25 o 

19 S 0 

260 

270 

20 4 0 

270 

280 

21 0 0 

280 

290 

21 12 0 

290 

300 

22 8 0 

303 

310 

23 4 0 

3^0 

320 

24 0 0 

320 

330 

24 12 0 

330 

340 

25 S 0 

340 

350 

26 4 0 

350 

i 300 

27 0 0 

360 

370 

27 12 0 

370 

380 

28 8 0 

380 

390 

29 4 0 

390 

400 

30 0 0 

400 

1 

410 

30 12 0 

4fO 

420 1 

31 8 0 

420 

430 

32 4 0 

430 

440 

33 0 0 

440 

450 

33 12 0 

450 

4do 

34 8 0 

460 

470 

35 4 0 

470 

480 

36 0 a 

480 

490 

36 12 0 

490 

500 

37 8 0 

500 

5*0 

38 4 0 

510 

520 

39 0 0 

520 

530 

39 12 0 

530 

540 

40 8 0 

540 

550 

4i 4 0 

550 

560 

42 0 0 

560 ' 

570 

42 12 0 

, 
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SCHEDULE 1.— {continued). 

Table of Rates of Ad-valorem Fees, &c. — (continued). 


When the amount or 
value of the subject- 
matter exceeds. 

But does not exceed. 

Proper Fee. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. A. P. 

570 

580 

43 8 0 

580 

590 

44 4 0 

S 90 

600 

45 0 0 

600 

610 

45 12 0 

6;.o 

620 

46 8 0 

620 

630 

47 4 0 

630 

640 

48 0 0 

640 

650 

48 12 0 

650 

660 

49 8 0 

660 

670 

50 4 0 

670 

6S0 

SI 0 0 

680 

690 

SI »2 0 

690 

700 

S3 8 0 

700 

710 

53 4 0 

710 

720 

S 4 0 0 

720 

730 

54 12 0 

730 

740 

55 8 0 

740 

750 

56 4 0 

t 750 

760 

57 0 0 

* 760 

770 

57 12 0 

770 

780 

58 8 0 

• 780 

t 790 

59 4 0 

790 

800 

63 0 0 

800 

810 

60 12 0 

810 

820 

6180 

820 

830 

62 4 0 

S30 

840 

63 0 0 

840 

850 

63 12 0 

850 

860 

64 8 0 

860 

870 

6s 4 0 

870 

880 

66 0 0 

S80 

890 

66 12 0 

890 

500 

67 8 b 

900 

910 

* 68 4 0 



— ' 
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SCHEDULE I, — {coniinued). 

Table 0/ Rates of Ad-valor tin Fees^ — (continued)* 



When the amount or 

value of the subject-^ But does not exceed 
matter exceeds 


Rs, 

910 

920 

930 

940 

950 

960 

970 

9*^0 

990 

1.000 

1.100 

1.200 

1.3CO 

1.400 

1.500 

1.600 

I,70D 

1.800 
1,900 

2.000 

2.100 

2.200 

2,300 

2.400 

2.500 

2.600 
2,700 

2.800 
2 900 
3,000 
3,100 
3,200 
3300 

3)400 
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SCHEDULE L—{con/inuedy 
Table of Rules of Ad-valorem FeeSy &c . — 


When the amount of 
value of the subject- 
matter exceeds 


But does not exceed 


Rs, 

Rs. 

3.S00 

3.600 

3,600 

3.700 

2,700 

3.^00 

3,800 

3900 

3,900 

4,000 

4,000 

4,100 

4,100 

4,200 

4,200 

4,300 

4,300 

4.400 

4,400 

4,500 

4,500 

4.600 

4,600 

4,700 

4,700 

4,800 

4 800 

4.900 

4,900 

5.000 

5.000 

5,250 

S.250 

5.500 

5,500 

S.750 

5,750 

6,Ooo 

6,000 

6,250 

6.250 

6 soo 

6,500 

6,750 

6,750 

7,000 

7,000 

7.250 

7,250 

7.500 

7500 

7.750 

7,750 

8,000 

8,000 

8,250 

8,250 

8,500 

8,500 

8,750 

8,750 

9,000 

9,000 

9.250 

9,250 

9,500 

9,500 

9,750 


[continued). 


Proper Fee. 


Rs. A. P. 
205 0 o 
210 o o 
215 0 0 

220 O O 

225 O 0 
230 0 0 
235 O O 
240 O 0 
245 O o 
250 O O 

255 o o 

260 O 0 
265 O O 
270 o O 
275 O O 
285 o o 
295 o o 
305 O O 
3^5 o o 

325 o O 
335 o o 
345 o ^ 
355 o o 
365 O o 
375 o o 
385 o ° 

395 o o 

405 o o 

415 o o 

42s o o 
435 o o 
445 o o 
455 o o 
46s o o 
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SCHEDULE l.—icon/Mued). 

Table of Rates of Ad-valor tm Fees, &c. — (continued). 


When the amount or 
value of the subject- 
matter exceeds 

But does not exceed 

Proper Fee* 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. A. P. 

9.750 

10,000 

475 0 0 

10,000 

10,500 

490 0 0 

10,500 

i t,ooo 

505 0 0 

11,000 

11,500 

520 0 0 

11,500 

12,000 

S 3 S 0 0 

12,000 

12,500 

550 0 0 

12,500 

13,000 

50s 0 0 

13,000 

13.500 

580 0 0 

13.500 

14 000 

595 0 0 

14,000 

14,500 

610 0 0 

14.500 

15.000 

625 0 0 

15,000 

15.500 

640 0 0 

15.500 

! ! 6,000 

655 0 0 

16,000 

16,500 

670 0 0 

16,500 

17,000 

685 0 0 

17,000 

17 x 500 

700 0 0 

17 x 500 

18,000 

715 0 0 

X 8,000 

18 500 

730 0 0 

18,500 

19,000 

745 0 0 

19,000 

19.500 

760 0 0 

i 9 i 5 oo 

30,000 

775 0 0 

20,000 

21,000 

795 0 0 

21,000 

22,000 

815 0 0 

22,000 

23,000 

835 0 0 

23,000 

24,000 

85s 0 0 

24,000 

25,000 

875 0 0 

25,000 

26,000 

89s 0 0 

26,000 

27,000 

915 0 0 

27,000 

28,000 

935 0 0 

28,000 

29,000 

955 0 0 

29,000 

30,000 

975 0 0 

30,000 

32,000 

995 0 0 

32,000 

34,000 

1,015 0 0 

34 x 000 

36,000 

1,035 0 0 


Act VII., 1870.— 4. 
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COURT FEES. 


[Act VII. 


SCEGEDULE L — {continued'). 

Table of Rates of Ad-valorem Fees, &c. — (continued). 


When the amount or 
value of the subject- 
matter exceeds 

But does not exceed 

Proper Fee. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. A. P. 

^6.000 

38,000 

I, OSS 0 0 

3^,000 

40 000 

1,075 0 0 

40,000 

42,000 

1,095 0 0 

42,000 

44.000 

1,115 0 0 

44000 

46 000 

I, '35 0 0 

46,000 

48 000 

i,'SS 0 0 

48,000 

50,000 

1,17s 0 0 

50,000 

SS.ooo 

1,200 0 0 

55.000 

60,000 

1,225 0 0 

60 ooo 

65,000 

1,250 0 0 

65,000 

70 000 

1,27s 0 0 

70,000 

75.000 

1,300 0 0 

7 StOoo ' 

80,000 

1,32s 0 0 

80,000 

85,000 

i,3So 0 0 

85 000 

90,000 

.,375 0 0 

90,000 

95 000 

1,400 0 0 

95,000 

1,00 000 

1,435 0 0 

1,00,000 

1,05,000 

i,4So 0 0 

1,05,000 

1,10,000 

i,47S 0 0 

1,10,000 

1,15,000 

1,500 0 0 

1,15.000 

1,20,000 

1,52s o'o 

1, 20,000 

1,25,000 

I.S 50 0 0 

1,25,000 

1,30,000 

i,S 7 S 0 ° 

1,30,000 

1,35,000 

1,600 0 0 

1,35.000 

1,40,000 

1,625 0 0 

1 , 40,000 

1 , 45,000 

1,650 0 0 

1,45,000 

1,50,000 

1,675 0 0 

1,50,000 

1,55,000 

1,700 0 0 

1,55 000 

1,60,000 

1,725 0 0 

1,60,000 

1,65,000 

1,750 0 0 

1,65 000 

1,70,000 

1,775 0 0 

1,70, coo 

1 , 75.000 

1,800 0 0 

ii 7 S,ooo 

1,80.000 

1,825 0 0 

1,80,000 

1,85,000 

1 j 

1,850 0 0 
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SCHEDULE l.—{co7iimued). 
Table of Rates of Ad~valorem fees, ^c. 


When the amount or 
value of the subject- 
matter exceeds 

But does not exceed 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1,85,000 

1 ,90 000 

1 ,90,000 

J.y5..K)0 

1,95,000 

2, *.0,000 

2,00,000 

2,05 000 

2,05,000 

2,10 000 

2,10,000 

2,15.000 

2,15,000 

2. 0 OvO 

2,20,000 

2 2 OOO 

2,25,000 

.r' «>00 

2,30,000 

. > N 000 

' 2,35,000 

2 4O uoo 

2,40,000 

2 45 00 

2,45,000 

2 0, 00 

2,50 000 

, 2,55 000 

2,55.000 

2,60,000 

2,60,000 

2,65,000 

2,65,000 

2,70,000 

2,70,000 


2,75,000 

2,80,000 

2,80,000 

2,85,000 

2.85,000 

2,90.000 

2,90.000 

2,95,000 

2,95,000 

3,00,000 

3 00,000 

3,05,000 

3,05,000 

3,10,000 

3,10.000 

3,15000 

S.'S.ooo 

3,20,000 

3,20,000 

3.25,000 

3,25000 

3,30,000 

3,30.00c) 

3 , 35,000 

3,35,000 

3,40,000 

3 , 40,000 

a 3 , 45,000 

3 , 45.000 

3.50,000 

3,50,000 

3 , 55,000 


(continued). 


Proper Fee. 


Rs. A. P. 
1,87s o o 
1,900 o o 
1,925 o o 
1,950 o o 
1,975 o o 

2,000 O O 

2.02s O 0 
2,050 o o 
2,07s o o 

2,100 O O 

2,125 O O 
2,150 O o 
3,175 o o 

2,200 O 0 

2,225 O O 
2,250 o o 
2,27s o O 
2,300 o o 
2,325 o o 
2,350 o o 
2,375 o o 
2,400 o o 
2,435 o o 
2,450 o o 

2,475 o o 

2,500 o o 
2,525 o O 

2,550 o o 

2,575 o o 
2,600 O O 
2,625 0 O 

2,650 O O 
2,67s o o 
2,700 O o 
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[Act vn, 


SCHEDULE L^(^concIud£d). 

Table of Haies of Ad-valorem Fees, &fc, — (concluded). 


When the amount or 
value of the subject- 
matter exceeds 1 

But does not exceed 

Proper Fee. 

Rs. 

R., 

Rs. A. P. 

SiSSiOoo 

3,60,000 

2,725 0 0 

3,60,000 

3.65.000 

2,750 0 0 

3,65,000 

3,70,000 

2,775 0 0 

3,70,000 

3.75 ooo 

2,800 0 0 

3.75.000 

3,80,000 

2,825 0 0 

3.80.000 

3.85.000 

3.85.000 

2,850 0 0 

3,90,000 

2,87s 0 0 

, 3, 00,000 

3.95 000 

2 90a 0 0 

3 . 95.000 

4,00,000 

2,92s 0 0 

4,00^000 

4,05,000 

2.950 0 0 

4,05,000 

4,10,000 

2,975 0 0 

4,10,000 


3,000 0 0 
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SCHEDULE II. 
Fixed Fees. 


Number. 


Proper Feb. 

I. Application* or 
petition. 

[a.)— Wen presented to any 
officer of the Customs 
or Excise Department, 
or to any Magistrate 
by any person having 
dealings with the Go- 
vernment, and when 
the subject-matter of 
such application 
relates exclusively to 
those dealings; 



1 

or when presented to any 
officer of land-revenue 
by any person holding 
temporarily-s e 1 1 1 e d 
land under direct en- 
gagement with Go- 
vernment, and when 
the subject-matter of 
the application or 
petition relates exclu- 
sively to such engage- 
ment. 


• One anna. 

j 

t 

s 

Or when presented to any 
Municipal Cmmis- 
sioner under any Act 
for the time being in 
force for the conser- 
vancy or improve- 
ment of any place, if 
the application or 
petition relates solely 
such conservancy or 
improvement r 


\ 




* In writing* — 2 N.-W- P. 4x8. 
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COURT FEES. 


[Act VII, 


SCHEDULE IL — {co?tii7iuedy 
Fixed Fees — (continued). 


Number. Proper Fee. 


I. Application or or when presented to any ^ 
petition — {contd.) Civil Court"^ other 

than a principal Civil 

Court of original 

jurisdiction, t or to any 

Court of Small Causes 

constituted under Act 

No. XI. of 18654 J 

under Act No. XVL [ 

of 1868, section 20, § ] 

or to a Collector or 

other officer of 

revenue in relation to 

any suit or case in 

which the amount or ^ One anna. 

value of the subject- 

matter is less than fifty 

rupees ; 

or when presented to any 
Civil, Criminal, or 
Revenue Court, or to 
any Board or Executive 
Office for the purpose of 
obtaining a copy or 
translation of any judg- 
ment, decree, or order 
passed by 5uch Court, 

Board, or officer, or of 

\ ^ 


* 7 Bom. A. C. J. 109. , , ^-.4 

t Here the words “or to any Cantonment Magistrate sitting 
Court of Civil Judicature under Act No. III. of 1859/* have been j 
hgving been repealed by the Cantonments Act (XIII. of 1889), s. 

X Seff now the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act (IX. of 1887)* 
which Act XL of 186S has been repealed. _ . . j Accam 

$ See now s. 25 of the Bengalj North-Western ProvinceSj|an 

Civil Courts Act (Xll. of 1887). 
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SCHEDULE lL—(cort/mued). 
Fixed Fees — (cotinued). 


Numbhr. 


Proper Fee. 

I, Application or 
petition — {co 7 ttd,) 

any other document* on 
record in such Court or 
office. 

( 

< 

1 

> One anna. 

1 


(6.) — When containing a com- 
plaint or charge of any 
offence other than an of- 
fence for which police- 
officers may, under the 
Criminal Procedure 
Code,t arrest without 
warrant, and presented 
to any Criminal Court; 




or when presented to a 
Civil, Criminal, or Reve- 
nue Court, c r to a Col- 
lector, or any Revenue- 
officer having jurisdic- 
tion equal or subordinate 
to a Collector, or to any 
Magistrate in his execu- 
tive capacity, and not 
otherwise provided for 
by this Act ; 

\ 

^ Eight annas* 


or to deposit in Court re- 
venue or rent : 




or for determination by a 
Court of the amount of ' 
compensation to be paid 
by a landlord to his 
tenant. 


/• 


* 6 B. L. R., App., 137. 

T i>ee now the Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V. of 1898). 
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COURT FEES* 


[Act Vll 


SCHEDULE ll.-^^iconiinued). 

Fixed Fees — (continued). 


Number. 


Z. Application or 
petition— (C(?«cW.) 

(c.)— When presented to a 
Chief Commissioner or 
other Chief Controlling 
Revenue or executive 
Authority, or to a Com- 
missioner of Revenue or 
Circuit, or to any chief 
officer charged with the 
executive administration 
of a division, and not 
otherwise provided for 
by this Act. 


(d.) — When presented to a 
High Court 

zA. Application to 
jmy Civil Court that 
records may be called 
for from another 
Court.'*' 

When the Court grants the 
application and is of 
i opinion that the trans- 

mission of such records 
involves the use of the 
post. 

a. Application for 
leave to sue as a pau- 
per 

••• ... ... 

3. Application for 
leave to appeal as a 
pauper ... 

^ i 

(a.) — When presented to a 
District Court 


(d ) — When presented to a 
Commissioner or a High 1 
Court ... ••• 1 

1 


Proper Fee. 


L One rupee. 


Two rupees. 

Twelve annas in 
addition to any 
fee levied on the 
application 
under clause (n). 
clause (6) or 
clause (d) of 
article z of this 
schedule. 


Eight annas. 


One rupee. 


Two rupees. 


* Inserted by Act XIV. of 1911. 
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SCHEDULE ll.— {continued). 
Fixed Fees — (continued). 


Number. 


4. Plaint or memo- 
randum of appeal in a 
suit to obtain posses- 
sion under Act No. 
XVLof 1838? or-the 
Mamlatdars^ Courts 
Act. 1876.”* 

5. Plaint or memo- 
randum of appeal in a 
suit to establish or dis- 
prove a right of occu- 
pancy. 


6 .t Bail-bond or 
other instrument of 
obligation given in 
pursuance of an order 
made by a Court or 
Magistrate under any 
section of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. 
18824 or the Code of 
Civil Procedure. 


}• 


7. Undertaking un- 
der section 49 of the 
Indian Divorce Act. 


Proper Fee. 


Eight annas. 


* The words quoted have been substituted, by the Repealing and 
Amending Act (XII. of 1891), for the words " Bombay Act No. V. of 1864 
{io give Mamlatdar^ Courts jutiediciion in certain cases to maintain exists 
ing possession y or to restore possession to any party dispossessed other mis^ 
than by course of law)f 

t Art. 6 has been substituted for the original by the Probate and Ad- 
ministration Act (VI. of 1889), 3. 18 (2). The original article ran as 
follows ; Bail-bond or other instrument of obligation not otherwise pro- 
vided for by this Act, when given by the direction of any Court or execu- 
tive authority.” 

J Act XIV, of 1883, but see Act V. of 1908, the Code now in force, 
« and whereby the former has been repealed in ioto. 
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COURT FEES. 


[Act VIL 


SCHEDULE ll—(co!i/t,iuid). 
Fixed Fees — (continued). 


Nuaibub. 

1 

Proper Feb. 

8 & 9. {Repealed by 
the Repealing and 
Amending Act {XIL 
of 18 gi),^ 

10. Mukhtarnama or 

1 

! 

When presented for the con- 


Vakalatnama. 

duct of any one case— ^ 



[a ) — to any Civil or Crirninal 
Court other than a 
High Court, or to any 
Revenue Court, or to 
any Collector or Ma- 
gistrate, or other exe- 
cutive officer except 
such as are mentioned 
in clauses ( 6 ) and (c) 
of this Number j 

1 

Eight annas.^ 


(^) — to a Commissioner of 



Revenue, Circuity or 
Customs, or to any 
officer charged with 
the executive admi- 
nistration of a Divi- 
sion, not being the 
Chief Revenue or 
Executive Authority... 

i 

i 

One rupee. 


{c ) — to a High Court, Chief 
Commissioner, Board 
of Revenue, or other 
Chief Controlling Re- 

! 

j 


venue or Executive 
Authority ... 

1 Two rupees. 
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SCHEDULE lL—ico;j/wued). 
Fixed Fees — (continued). 


Number. 


Proper Fkb. 


n. Memorandum of 
appeal when the ap- 
peal is not* * * § from a de- 
cree or an order hav- 
ing the force of a de- 
cree, and is present- 
ed — 


12. Caveat. 


13. Application un- 
der Act No. X of 
^859,1 section 26, or 
Bengal Act No. VI. 
of 18624 section 9, or 
Bengal Act No. VIII. 
of 18694 section 37. 


■ 


(fl)— to any Civil Court j 
other than a High 
Court, or to any Re- 
venue Court, or exe- 
cutive officer other 
than the High Court, 
or Chief Controlling 
Revenue or Execu- 
tive Authority ... | 

(6) — to a High Court or j 
Chief Commissioner, 
or other Chief Con- | 
trolling Executive or | 
Revenue Authority ^ 


Eight annas 


Two rupees. 


Five rupees. 


* In art, ii, col. i, the words, from an order rejecting a plaint ^ or^ 
have, by Act V. of 1908, Sch. IV., been repealed and here omitted- 

t Act X. of 1859 has been repealed by the Bengal Tenancy Act (VIII. 
of 1885) in those portions of the Lower Provinces to which that Act 
extends, and in the Chota Nagpur Division (except Manbhum and thej 
Tributary Mahals) by the Chota Nagpur Landlord and Tenant Procedure 
Act (Ben. Act I. of 1879J ; in the N.-W. P. by Act XVIII. of 1873 
now the North-Western Provinces Rent Act (XII. of 1881) ; and. in the 
Central Provinces, by the Central Provinces Tenancy Act (IX. of 18S3). 

Ben. Act VI. of 1862 has been repealed by the Bengal Tenancy Act 
(VIII. of 1885), so far as it affected those portions of the Lower Provinces 
to which that Act extends: and, in the Chota Nagpur Division (except 
Manbhum and the Tributary Mahals), by the Chota Nagpur Landlord and 
Tenant Procedure Act (Ben. Act I. of 1879). 

§ Ben. Act VIII. of 1869 has been repealed by the Bengal Tenancy 
Act (VIII. of 188S). . - J 
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COURT FEKS. 


[Act Vll. 


SCHEDULE 

Fi.xtd Fas — (continued}. 


Numukk. 


14- Petition in a 
suit under the .Vativc 
Converts’ .^^.lrri.)J;c 
Dls^oIution Act 

iS66.* 


Paopaa Fas. 


Five rupees. 


IS* i!^ep<‘iUd by Act 

/. o/ tgoS, Sch. P'.j 


t6. ^Repealtd by thi 

Pfobiitc aisti Admtnis, 
trniion Act iVL 
iSSo), s, r,y.J ^ 


17* Plaint or me. 
motandum of appeal 
jn each of the follow, 
'ng suits;—. 


j. to alter or set 
aside a summary deci- 
“‘■dtr of any 

Courts 

not established by 
Letters Patent, or of 
any Revenue Court. 

«■* to alter or can- 
cel any entry in a re- 
gister of the names of 
proprietors of reve- 
nue-payingf estates : • 




• t* 


I 


j Ten rupees* 


Act XXI. of 1866. 


of 1870.] COURT FEES. 61 

SCHEDULE II. — {coniinued). 

* 

Fixed Fees — (continued). 


Number. 


Proper Fee. 


iiL to obtain a de- 
claratory decree where 
no consequential relief 
is prayed ; 


iv. to set aside an 
award : 

V. to set aside an 
adoption : 


vi. Every other suit 
where it is not pos- 
sible to estimate at a 
money-value the sub- 
ject-matter in dispute, 
and which is not other- 
wise provided for by 
this Act. 

18. Application un- 
der section 523f of 
the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure. 




Ten rupees. 


IQ. * ** Agreement in 
writing stating a ques- 
tion for the opinion of 
the Court under the 
Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure, 190S/']: 


j 




* See 8 B L. R., App., 32. 

t See uow the Second Schedule to Act V. of 1908 (the new Code).^ 
i This entry in the first column of art. 19 has been substituted for the 
original by Act V. of 1908, Sch. IV. 
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COURT FEES. 


[Act VII. 


SCHEDULE 'Q..~{concluded). 

t 

Fixed Fees — (concluded). 


Number. 


Proper Fee. 


20. Every petition 
under the Indian Di- 
vorce Act* except 
petitions under sec- 
tion 44 of the same 
Act, and every me- 
morandum of appeal 
under section 55 of 
the same Act. 


\ 


21 . Plaint or me* 
morandum of appeal 
under the Parsi Mar- 
riage and Divorce 
Act, 1865.1* 


Twenty rupees. 


* Act IV. of 1869, 


t Act XV. of 1865. 
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SCHEDULE IIL^ 


[See seclio7i igL) 


FoRii OF Valuation (to be used with such Modifications, if 

ANY, AS IMAY BE NECESSARY). 


In the Court of 

Ke Prolate of the Will of 
of the Propel iy and Credits of 

I, 


(or Admtmsiration 
), deceased. 

solemnly affirm 
make oath 


and say that 1 am the executor {or one of the executors, or one of the 
next-of-kin) of . deceased, and that I have truly set forth in 

Annexe re A to this Affidavit all the property and credits of which the 
above-named deceased died possesst d or was entitled to at the time of 
his death, and which have come, or arr. Idody to come, to my hands. 

2. I further say that I have aUo truly set forth in Annexnre B all the 
items I am by law allowed to deduct. 

3. 1 further say that the said assets, exclusive only of such last- 

mentioned items, but inclusive of Jul rents, interest, dividends, and in- 
creased values since the date of the death of the said deceased, are under 
the value of . 


Annexurk a. 

Valuation of the Moveable and Immoveable 
Property of , deceased . 


Rs. 


A. 


P. 


Cash in the house and at the banks, household goods, 
wearing apparel, books, plate, jewels, &c. 


(State estimated ^alue according to best of Executor*s or 
Adviinhirator*s belief.) 


Property in Government securities transferable at the 
Public Debt Office 


^ Sch. III. has been inserted by ihe Court Pees Amendment Act (XI. 
of 1899), s. original Sch. HI.' (“Enactments Repealed'?) having 
since been repealed by Act XIV. of 1.^70. ^ 
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SCHEDULE llL^{cori/inu,^/). 

Annexukk a — [ccniimiid). 

(State discripiion and 'oalue at the price of the day ; 
also tie intercity separately calctdaiin^ it to the time 
of makin^^t application*J 


Immoveable property, consisting of 


(Slate description, givint:, in ihecaseo/hju:,es,tkcas^ 
sezsed value, if any, and the number of year assess- 
ment the market value is estimated at, and, in the 
case of land, the area, the market-value, and all rents 
that hive accrued,) 


Leasehold property 


(If the deceased held any leases far years deierminable, 
state the number of years' purchase the profit rents 
are estimated to be worth, and the value of such, 
insertir.ir separately arrears due to the date of death, 
and all rents received or due since that date to the 
time of mailing the application ) 


Property in public companies 

(Stale the particulars and the value calculated at the 
price of the day ; also the interest, separately cal. 
culaiing si to the time of making the application.J 

Policy of insurance upon life, money out on mortirage 
and other securities, such as bonds, mortgages bills 
notes, and other securities for money ‘ 

(State the amount of the whole; also the interest, 
separately calculating it to the time of making the 
application.J 

Book debts 

(Other than bad.) 

Stock in trade 
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SCHEDULE m.—(coticludtd). 


Rs. 


A. 


p. 


Annh.xuR2 A— ‘{concluded). 

{State the eetimated value, if any.) 

Other property not comprised under the foregoing 

hea^ds ••• ••• ••• ••• 

{State the estimated val‘ue. ij any.) 

Total 

Deduct amount shown in Annexutc B not subject to 
duty... ... ... ... ... 


Nst Total 


Annbxurs B. 

Schedule of Debts, &c. 

Amount of Debts due and orsing from the Deceased pay. 
able by Lavs out of the Estate. 

Amount of funeral expenses ... ... ... 

Amount of mortgage-incumbrances ... ... 

Property held in trust not beneficially or with general 
power to confer a beneficial interest 

Other property not subject to duty 


Rs. 


A. 


' Total 
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APPENDIX TO THE COURT FEES ACT. 


Notification reducing and remitting Court-fees. 

[No. 46^0 dattd Sep. /o, i88g (Gazette of India, 1889, 

S06).] 

Under section 35 of the Court Fees Act, VII. of 1870, and in super- 
session of all previous notifications under that section, it is hereby noti- 
fied that, in exercise of the power to reduce or remit, in the whole or in any 
part of British India, all or any of the fees mentioned in the First and 
Second Schedules to the said Act, the Governor-General in Council has 
been pleased to make the reductions and remissions hereinafter set forth, 
namely : — 


A%— General for the whole of British India— 

(1) to remit the fees chargeable on applications presented to a Col- 
lector for refund of the amount paid to the Government for stamped pape 
which has become spoiled or unfit for use, or is no longer required for use, an( 

on applications for renewal of stamped paper which has become spoiled 01 
unfit for use ; r r r 

( 2 ) to remit the fees chargeable on applications in writing, relating ex* 
clusively to the purchase of salt which is the property of the Government j 

(3) direct that, when a plaint disclosing a reasonable case on tht 

merits^ is presented to any Civil or Revenue Court in such a form that the 
presiding Judge or officer, without summoning the defendant, rejects it, not 
for any substantial defect, but on account of an entirely technical error in 
form only, and so as to leave the plaintiff free to prosecute precisely the same 
case in another form against the same defendant or defendants, the value of 
the stamp on the plaint shall be refunded on presentation of an applica- 
tion to the Collector of the district in which the Court is situated, together 
with a^certificate from the Judge or officer who rejected the plaint that it 
was rejected under the circumstances above described, and that the value of 
the stamp should, in his opinion, be refunded ; 

(4) to remit the fees chargeable on— 

(fl) copies of village settlement- records furnished to landholders 
and cultivators during the currency, or, at the termination or 

! settlement-operations ; 

(6) lists of fields extracted from village settlement-records for the 
VK . purpose of being filed with petitions of plaint in Settlemeo 

Courts, 

pjoyided that nothing in this clause shall apply to copies of judicial 

proceedings, or to copies of village settlement-records (other than lists 0 
.fields extracted as aforesaid), which .may be filed in any Court or office ; 
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is)* to declare that the fee chargeable on a plaint filed in a suit for 
possession of immoveable property under section Q of the Specific Relief Act^ 
L of shall be one-halt of the amount prescribed in the scale of fees for, 
plaints mentioned in article 1 of the First Schedule 5 

(6) t to direct that the fee chargeable on appeals from orders under 
•clause (c) of section 244 of the Code of Civil Procedure, Act XIV* of 1882", 
shall be limited to the amounts chargeable under article 11 of the Second 
Schedule ; 

(7) to remit the fees chargeable on security- bonds for the keeping of 
»the peace by, or good behaviour of, persons other than the executants ; 

(8) to remit the fee payable under article i, clause of the Second 
Schedule on an application or petition presented to a Chief Commissioner, 
when the application or petition is accompained by a petition to the Gov* 
ernment of India, and contains merely a request that that petition may be 
forwarded to the Government of India ; 

(9) to remit the fees chargeable under articles 6, 7, and 9 of the 
first Schedule on copies furnished by Civil or Criminal Courts or Revenue 
Courts or Offices for the private use of persons applying for them. 

prodded that nothing in this clause shall apply to copies when filed, 
'exhibited or recorded in any Court of Justice, ^ or received by any 
public officer ; 

(10) to remit the fees chargeable, under paragraph 4 of clause (o) and 
paragraph 2 of clause {b) of article 1 of the Second Schedule, on applica- 
tions for orders for the payment of deposits in cases in which the deposit 
does not exceed Rs. 25 in amount, 

provided that the application is made within three months of the date 
on which the deposit first became payable to the party making the appli- 
cation ; 

(n) to remit, with reference to clause (xi J of section 10 of the Act, 
the fees chargeable on application for leave to occupy under direct en- 
gagement .with the Government land of which the revenue is settled, but 
Dot permanently, when made by persons who do not, at the time of appli- 
cation, hold the land ; 

{12) to remit the fees chargeable on applications for loans under the 
^and Improvement Loans' Act, XIX. of 1883, or the Agreeculturists* Loans 

Act, XII. of 1884; B 

, remit the fees chargeable on an application made by a person 

0 the Collector under the second paragraph of section 39 of the Indian 


’ ^ Cl, (5) is superseded by the amendment made in article 2 of Sche- 

^ Court Fees Act, 1870, by the Repealing and Amending Act 

\XII, of 1891), Sch. IL— supra^ p. 35. 
j, t Cl. (6), as it now stands, forms the subject of a separate notificatio 
J inserted here in this form for convenience of reference,-^5^^ No 
y Dcation No. 4344-S. R., dated Oct. 6, 1893 {Gazette of India, 1803, 
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Staanp Act, I. of 1879,* for the return to that person, or to the Registra- 
tion*oi 5 cer who impounded it of a document impounded and sent to the 
Collector by a Registration-officer; 

(X4) to remit the fee chargeable on an application made for transfer 
of a stock note from one circle to another under paragraph 6 of Resolution 
No. 2566, dated the 20th August 1885; 

(is) to remit the fees chargeable on the following documents, namely 

(a) copy of a charge framed under section 2io of the Code of Crimw 
nal Procedure, j882,t or of a translation thereof, when the 
copy is given to an accused person ; 

{d) copy of the evidence of supplementary witnesses after commit- 
ment, when the copy is given under section 219 of the said 
Code to an accused person : 

(c) copy or translation of a judgment in a case other than a 

summons-case, and copy of the heads of the Judge's charge 
to the Jury, when the copy or translation is given under 
section 37I of the said Code to an accused person ; 

(d) copy or translation of a judgment in a summons case, when 

the accused person, to whom the copy or translation is given 
under section 371 of the said Code, is in jail ; 

(tf) copy of an order of maintenance, when the copy is given, under 
section 490 of the said Code, to the person in whose favour 
the order is made, or to his guardian (if any) or to the person 
to whom the allowance is to be paid ; 

(/) copy, furnished to any person affected by a judgment or order 
' passed by a Criminal Court, of the Judge’s charge to the Jury, 

or of any order, deposition, or other part of the record, when 
the copy is not a copy which may be granted under 
the preceding sub-clause, without the payment of a fee, bu 
is a copy which, on its being applied for under section 54^ 
of the said Code, the Judge or Magistrate, for some speuia 
reason to be recorded by him on the copy, thinks fit to furn^s 
without such payment ; 

(g) copies of all documents furnished under the orders of any 

or Magistrate to any Government Advocate or Pleader 0^ 
other person specially empowered in that behalf for the 
pose of conducting any trial or investigation on the par 
the Government before any Criminal Court: 

(A) copies of all documents which any such Adyocate, Pleaded 
other person is required to take in connection 
trial or investigation for the use of any Court or 
or may consider necessary for the purpose of 
Government in connection with any criminal proceedi g > 


• See now ihe Indian Stamp Act (II. of 1899), 42* , 

t Act XIV. of 1882, but see now the Code of Criminal Procedure 

V. of 1898). 
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(i) copies of judgments or depositions required by officers of the 
Police Department in the course of their duties j 

(16) to direct that the fee chargeable — 

{a) on an application to a Collector, or to any officer or person dis- 
charging all or any of the functions of a Collector with res- 
pect either to liability to assessment, or to the amount of an 
assesment under Act IL of iS66 {an Act fot imposing a tax 
on income derived from sources other than agriculture) and 

(6) on a copy of an order passed under section 26 of the same Act 
shall be limited to one anna ; 

(17) to remit the fee chargeable on an application presented by any 
person for the return of a document filed fay him in any Court or 
public office ; 

(18) to direct that, when a part of an estate paying annual revenue 
to the Government under a settlement which is not permanent is recorded 
in the Collector's register as separately assessed with such revenue, the 
value of the subject-matter of a suit for the possession of, or to enforce a 
right of pre-emption in respect of a fractional share of, that part, shall, 
tor the purposes of the computation of the amount of the fee chargeable in 
the suit, be deemed not to exceed five times such portion of the revenue 
separately assessed on that part as may be rateably payable in respect of 
the share ; 

(19) to direct that, if the amount of the fee chargeable in any case 
involves a fraction of an anna, the fraction shall be remitted, except where 
otherwise expressly provided by this notification; 

(iQa)^ to remit the fee chargeable on an application for the grant of 
a license for the vend of stamps ; 

(I95)t to direct that no court-fee shall be charged on an application 
for the repayment of a fine, or of any portion of a fine, the refund of which 
has been ordered by competent authority. 

B,— Special for the Presidency of Fort St. George only^ 

(20) + to direct that the fees chargeable on the following documents 
filed in claims preferred under the Madras Hereditary Village Offices Act, 
'895 (Madras Act IIL of 1895) shall be limited to the sums specified 
below against each, namely 


- d* (*9^) has been inserted by Notification No. 4276-S. R., 
23, 1897. — See Gaaette of India, 1897, P- ^^4* 

D j forms the subject of a separate Notification No. 3389-S 

K., dated Aug. 6, 1896. — See of India, 1896, Pt. L, p. 604, and 

IS inserted here in this form for convenience of reference. 

K XI been substituted for the pre-existing clauses 

y Notification No. 3449‘S. R., dated Aug< 6, i897*^See Gaaette of India, 
*097* Pt. I, p, 696. 
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plaint, petition fcr execution, or memorandum of appeal to 
Collector— eight annas ; 

memorandum of appeal to the Board of Revenue — two rupees; 

(21) to remit the fees chargeable (a) on copies of judgment, decrees' 
or orders passed on claims preferred under the Madras Hereditary Village 
Offices Act, 1895 (Madras Act IIL of *895), and {b) on applications filed by 
either party in the course of the trial of suits or appeals, or in the course 
of execution of decrees under the said Act ; 

(22) to remit the fees chargeable under the First Schedule on plaints 
in summary suits brought before Collectors under Madras Act Vlli. of 
1865 (an Act to consolidate and improve the laivs v^hich define the process 
to be taken for the recovery of rent. 

(23) to reduce the feus chargeable in suits by Government rayats for 
the recovery of land sold for arrears of revenue, to the amount which would 
be chargeable if the value of the subject-matter were only the rent of the- 
land payable for the year next before the date of presentation of the plaint; 

(230)^ to remit the fees chargeable under the said Act on applications- 
made by toddy-drawers and shop-keepers for the grant of licenses permit- 
ting them or their servants to draw toddy from cocoanut and other palms. 

C , — Special for the Bombay Presidency only — 

(24) to remit the fees ^ hargeable under the Second Schedule ^on agree*- 
ments required by rule 75 of the rules made by the Governor of Bombay m 
Council under clause li) of section 214 of the Bombay Land-revenue Code 
(Bombay Act V. of 1879) I 

(25) t to direct that the fee chargeable on a plaint presented under the 
Mamlatdurs^ Courts Act (Bombay Act III. of 1876) shall not exceed eight 
annas ; 

(26) to reduce to a uniform rate of four annas per copy the fee charge- 
able under article 7 of the First Schedule on copies of decrees, or orders 
having the force of decrees, issued by Mamlatdars under the Mamlatdars 
Courts Act (Bombay Act III. of 1876); 

(27) to remit the fees chargeable under article i of the Second Sche- 
dule on all applications made to a Collector or other Revenue-officer, or 
the Chief Controlling Revenue-authority, by any of the under- mention^ 
political pensioners, being the eldest sons or representatives of theex-Ami 
of Sindh and Sirdars of note;— 


* Cl. (23a) has been inserted by Notification No. 2661-S. R-» dated 
June 15, 1897.— See Gazette of India ^ 1897, Pt. I., p. 525- . . cgije. 

t Cl. (23) is superseded by the amendment made in article 4 ® ^ 

dule II. of the Court Fees Act, 1870, by the Repealing and Amending 
(XI L cf 1891). — See supra^ p. 56. 
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District, 


Number and Names of Peasionexs. 


^hikaxpur — cij. 


f t ca. Mir Gulam Murtaxa Kbaa, walad Mir Chakar 
I Khaa, 

i » aj. Chic: Dehra o£ the late Mir AU Muhammad 
! Khaa. 

I \ 24. and Dchra of the late ilir AH Muhamznai 
Khan, 


(a?) to remit the fees chargeable oa plaints under section to of the 
Dekkaa Agr:cultun:>ts' Relief Act, XVIJ, of 1S79, except in the District c: 
Satara, where the said fees shall be reduced to oae-half; 

(uq) to remit the fees chargeable in respect of the documents specicei 
in the First or Second Schedule la the case of suits for the rederapdea cx 
mortgaged property when the plaiatid or, where there are several plaiatins. 
any one of the plain tins, is an agriculturist, and when sucn suits are 
instituted within the districts of the Bcmhay Presidency in which ine 
Dekkhan Agriculturists’ Relief Act, XV I L of 1S79, force except in the 
District of Sutara, where the said fees :shan be reduced to one-half ; 

(jto) to remit the fees chargeable in respect of powers-oi'attcincy 
furnished to relatives, servants, or dependants under seedea 6S cr the 
Dekkhan Agriculurists* Relief Act, XVIL of 1S79; 

(31) to remic the fees chargeable in respect of the documents speciced 
in the First cr Second Schedule ia the case cf suits lasri cured 
Villa ge-Munsifs under Chapter V, of the Dekkhan Agricakunsts’ Relief 
Act, XVIL of 1S79; 

{32) to remit the fees chargeable in respect cf proceedings taken 
under section 19, second clause, of the Dekkhan Agriculturists* Reliet 
Act, XVILcf 1S79: 

C33) 'O remit the fees chargeable in respect of proceedings ia maturs 
relating to insolvency under Chapter IV. of the Dekkhan Agriculturists. 
Relief Act, XVIL of 1S79; 

(34' to reduce to one half the fees chargeable in the case of suits to 
which Chapter 11 . of the Dekkhan Agriculturists^ Relief Act, XVIL cf iSjQt 
applies, except suits of the description mentioned in section 3» clause 
or clause (x) of that Act, to which an agriculturist is not a party, 

provided that, when the reduced fee amounts to a fraction cf an anna, 
the fee chargeable shall be one anna ; 

(35) remit the fees chargeable on copies of documents furnished 
by a Court of Session or the High Court in the President^ of Bombay, or 
by the Sadr Court in Sind, to a pleader appointed by the Court to defend 
2 person accused of murder ; 
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(35^)'^ to remit the fees chargeable under article i, clauses (b) and (tf), 
of Schedule IL on application made to a Collector or other Revenue-officer, 
or to any chief Controlling Revenue or Executive Authority, for permis- 
sion to cut and remove junglewood for fuel or thorns for fencing from 
lands which are unalienated and unoccupied within the meaning of the 
Bombay Land Revenue Code.f 

— Special for Bengal only — 


(36) to remit in the Hill Tracts of Chittagong all the fees mentioned 
in the First and Second Schedules ; 

(37) to declare that the proper fee to be charged upon an application 
to deposit in any Court rent not exceeding the sum of fifteen rupees 
shall be as follows : — 


If the amount deposited does not exceed 
Rs. 2 8 

If the amount deposited exceeds Rs. 2-8, but 
does not exceed Rs. 5 

If the amount deposited exceeds Rs. 5, but does 
not exceed Rs. 10 

If the amount deposited exceeds Rs. 10, but does 
not exceed Rs. 15 


Proper Fee* 
One anna. 
Two annas. 
Four annas. 
Six annas. 


provided that no fees shall be chargeable on an application to deposit 
•rent in respect of which a fee is chargeable under any rule framed under 
sub'section (2) of section 61 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, VIII. of 1885, 

(37fl)i to remit the fees chargeable on application by ryots in the 
Rajshahi district for licenses to cultivate the hemp plant ; 

(37^i? to remit the fees chargeable on application or petitions of 
objection referring to any entry made or proposed to be made in a draft 
record-of* rights prepared under Chapter X. of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
(Vlll. of 1885) as amended by the Bengal Tenancy Act (amendment) Act, 
1898 (Ben. Act III. of 1898), 

provided that such applications or petitions are presented before the 
^publication of such draft record under section 103A, sub-section (/), of the 
said Act \ 


^ Cl. (3Sa) forms the subject of a separate Notification [No. 23258. 
R. Dated June I, 1893 (see 1893. Pt. I„ p. 31 1), and is 

inserted here in this form for convenience of reference. 

t For the Bombay Land Revenue Code, see Bombay Act V. of 
>1879. 

t Cl. (37a) forms the subject of a separate Notification [No. 1013-8. 
R.j dated March 3, 1897, Gaseite of India ^ 1897, Pt. I , p. 177], and is 
inserted here in this form for convenience of reference. 

§ Cl. (376) forms the subject of a separate Notification [No, 321-8. 
R. dated Jan. 19, 1899 (see Gaaette of India^ *899, Pt. L, p. 31], and is 
unserted here in this form for convenience of reference. 
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E. — Special for the North-Western Provinces only— 

(38) to reduce to eight annas the fee chargeable on a copy of any 
number of entries in a settlement -record relating to any one village in 
Kuniaon or Garhwal ; 

(39) to remit the fees chargeable on all documents filed, exhibited, or 
recorded in, or received or furnished by the Court of the Special Judge 
appointed under the Jhansi Encumbered Estates Act, XVI. of 188a; 

(40) to remit the fees chargeable on all documents connected with 
the proceedings in the Court of the Commissioner under the Jhansi 
Encumbered Estates Act, XVL of 1882, except on memoranda of appeal, 
and on applications for revision of any decision or order of the Special 
Judge under Chapter VI. of the said Act ; 

(41) to direct that the fee chargeable on any appeal against a decision 
of the Special Judge under Chapter VI. of the Jha nsi Encumbered Estates 
Act, XVI. of 1882, shall not exceed eight annas. 

F, — Special for the N,-W. P. and Oudk only— 

{41a*) to remit, in the N.-W. P. and Oudh, the fees chargeable on— 

(a) applications presented to the Collector or any other officer 
empowered in this behalf by occupiers of land to cultivate 
the hemp plant ; 

(&) applications presented to the officers aforesaid by owners or 
occupiers of land on which the hemp plant grows spontane- 
ously, or by persons authorized by them in this behalf for 
licenses to collect and store sucn plant as bhang ; 

(0) applications presented to the officers aforesaid by farmers and 
licensed wholesale vendors of* i itoxicating drugs authorized 
in this behalf under arrangements made with the owners 
and occupiers of land on which the hemp plant grows spon- 
taneously for licenses to collect the produce as bhangs and to 
remove it for sale : 

' G^Special for the Punjab only— 

(42) to remit the fees chargeable on copies of orders or proceedings 
under section 47 of the Punjab Land Revenue Act, XV U. of 1887, inade^ 
or recorded by Collectors or other Revenue-officers engaged in revising 
a record-of-rights under a notification published in accordance with section 
32 of the said Act, 

provided that the copy is furnished for the purpose of being filed with 
an application or petition to a Collector or other Revenue-officer engager 
as aforesaid in revising a record-of-rights, or to the Commissioner of tne 


^ Cl. (41a) forms the subject of a separate Notification [No. 33 
S.R., dated Aug. 7, 1896 (see Gazette of India ^ 1896. Pt. I., p- 604IJ1 
inserted here in this form for convenience of reference. 
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Division, or to the Financial Commissioner, Punjab, relating to matters 
connected with the assessment of land or the ascertainment of rights 
thereto, or interests therein, if presented previous to the final confirmation 
of such revision ; 

(43) to remit the fees chargeable on applications under section 97 of 
the Punjab Land Revenue Act, XVIL of 1887. made by village-officers in 
accordance with the provisions of rule 83 of the Rules under that Act 
published with the Notification* * * § of the Punjab Government, No. 76. dated 
,the 1st March i888 ; 

(43^)t to remit, in the territories administered by the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Punjab the fees chargeable on plaints and suits brought 
against British subjects by Bhutannis ordinarily residing outside 
British India — 

(i) for the recovery of debts ; 

(«) appertaining to the custody of a woman ; or 
{iit) appertaining to Inheritance. 

H*— Special for Burma only — 

(44)t to remit, the fees chargeable on the following documents fur-^ 
nished to cultivators, namely — ' 

certified copies of extracts from settlement or supplementary survey 
registers containing particulars of the holdings of cultivators ; 

(451? to remit the fees chargeable in Upper Burma on plaints, appli- 
cations, petitions, and copies which are filed, exhibited, or recorded in the 
Court of a Circle Officer, or in any Court presided over by a Thugyi or 
Myothugyi, or which are received or furnished by a Thugyi or Myothugyi : 

Explanation , — For the purposes of this clause the expression, “Thugyi 
or Myothugyi,” includes any person, however designated, who, in any pact 
of Upper Burma, occupies a position similar to that which is held in other 
parts by a Thugyi or Myothugyi j 

(46) § to remit in Lower Burma the fees chargeable on applicatons 
presented, under section 45 of the Burma Land and Revenue Act (11. of 
1876), by Revenue-officers, with a view to the realization of arrears 
of revenue ; 


* See Punjab Gazette 1888, Pt. L, pp. 279, 301. 

t Cl. (43a) forms the subject of a separate Notification (No. 2807 S* 
R., dated June 26, 1895 (see Gazette of India, 1899 L, p. 604)], and 
IS inserted here in this form for convenience of reference. 

t These clauses have been substituted for clauses (44) to (46) by Noti- 
fication No. 4724-S. R., dated Oct. 22, 1S77, Pt. L, p. 956. 

§ Cl. (46) forms the subject of a separate Notification [No. 2243-8% 
^ , May 22 y i 8 c )6 [stQ Gazette 0/ India, 1896, Pt , I., p. 379], and 

is inserted here in this form for convenience of reference. 
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L'^Sepecial for the Central Provhices only^-^ 

(47) to direct that the fees chargeable on a petition of objection to 
assessment under Act XIV. of 1867 (An Act to provide for the a%zes^ment 
0/ the Pandharidax in certain parts of the Central Provinces) shall, what- 
ever may be the amount of the assessment to which the petition relates, 
be limite^ to one anna : 

K.^Special for the Bombay Presidency^ Bengal^ the North-Western Provin^ 
ces and Oudh^ the P unjab ^ Lovoer Burma ^ the Centra PravinceSj 
Ajtnere, and Coorg^ 

(48) * to direct that, vshenever^ upon payment of the full Jte^ a cerii* 

ficaie of advnnistration has been granted under Act XL* of (cm Act 

for making better provision for the care of the persons and property of 
Minors in the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal) or Act XX* of 1864^ 
(an Alt for making better provisions for the care of the persons and pro- 
perty of Minors in the Presidency of Bombay J, and a fresh certificate is for 
any reason subsequently granted in respect of the same estate, on fee shall be 
chargeable upon the fresh certificate so granted* 


* K, — Cl. (48) is obsolete. 

t The Minors Act (XL, of 1S58} and the Minors (Bombay! Act 
(XX. of 1874) have been repealed by the Guardians and Wards Act (VIIL 
of 1890]. 
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\Nothing hereinafter contained shall be deemed to have the Porce of Lav)»\ 


Abatement of rent, computation of fee in suit for, a. 7, para, xi., cl. (/). 

Account, fee on copy of, Sch. I., No. 9. 

Accountant-General of High Court at Fort William, saving of com- 
mission to, 3* 36. 

Accounts, computation of fee in suit for, 3 . 7, para.' iv,, cl. (0, of stamps 
used under this Act, s. 27. 

Act XIV. of 1876, petition of objection to assessment under, fee charge- 
able on, /. — (47), App. 

Act II. OF 1876, applications for advances under rule 146 of the rules 
framed under, remission of fees chargeable on, G — (45), 
App. 

Act I. OF 1879, application to Collector under s. 39 of, for return of 
document impounded, remission of fee chargeable on^ 
A— (13), App. 

Act XVII. of 1879, plaints under 3. 16 of, remission and determination 

of fees chargeable on, C — (18), App. 
proceedings taken under s. 19, second clause of, 
remission of fees chargeable in respect of, C — (32), 
App. 

proceedings, in matters relating to insolveucy under 
Ch. IV. of. remission of fees chargeable in re- 
spect of, C— (33), App. 

certain suits to which Ch. 11 . of, applies, reduction 
of fees chargeable in the case of, C — (34), App. 
powers-of-attorney furnished to certain persons 
under s- 68 of, remission of fees chargeable in 
spect of, C— (30), App. 

documents specihed in the first or second schedule 
in the case of certain suits instituted under Ch« 
V., of, remission of fees chargeable in respect of^ 
(SOi App. 

Act X. OF 1882, copy of an order of maintenance when given under s. 49a 

of, to certain persons, remission of fees chargeable on, 
A— (IS) {e), App. 

copy of Judge's charge, &a, furnished to person affected 
by a judgment or order of a Criminal Court applied 
for under s, 348 of, remission ot fees chargeable on, 
^-dS) (/), App. 
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Act X. OF 1882, copy of charge framed under s. aio of, (or of a translation 
thereof), when given to an accused person, remission of 
fees chargeable on, ^—(15) (a), App. 
copy of the evidence of supplementary witnesses after 
commitment when given under s. aig of, to an accus^ 
person, remission of fees chargeable on, A — (15) (i), 
App. 

copy of translation of judgment in case other than 
summons-case and copy of the heads of Jndge*s 
charge when given under s. 37 ^ of? fo an accused 
person, remission of fees chargeable on, ^—115) (r), 
App. 

copy or translation of judgment in a summons-case when 
the accused person to whom it is given under s. 371 of, 
is in jail, remission of fees chargeable on, /I— (15) (dj, 

App. 

Act XIV. of 1882, appeals from orders under s. 244 of, fee chargeable on 

(^ 5 ), App. 

Act XVI. of 1882, appeal against decision of Special Judge under Ch. 

yl. of, limit as to fee chargeable on, 5— {41), 
App. 

documents connected with certain proceedings in the 
Court of the Commissioner under remission of 
fees chargeable on, ^—(40), App. 
documents filed, exhibited, or recorded in or received 
or furnished by, the Court of Special Judge 
appmnted under, remission of fees chargeable 
on, £—(39), App. 

Act XIX, of 1883, application for loan under, remission of fee charge- 
able on, ^—(12), App. 

Act XII. OF 1884, application for loan under, remission of fees charge- 
able on, .< 4 — (12), App, 

Act VIII. OF 1885, proviso in respect of application to deposit rent 

chargeable with fees under, D — (37), App. 

CT II. OF 1886, application to Collector under, respecting either liability to 
assessment or amount of an assessment under, fee 
chargeable on, (r6), App. 

copy of order passed under s. 26 of, fee chargeable on, 
^—(16) ( 6 ), App. ® 

XVII. OF 1887, copies of certain orders or proceedings under s. 37 
remission of fees chargeable on, i?— (42), App. 
applications under s. 97 of, made by village officers, 
remission of fee? chargeable on, £—(43)1 App. 

DD2TIONAI. FaE where net profits or market-value wrongly estimated, 
s, 10. . 

.mesne-profits decreed exceed profits claimed, s. ii. 

objection to unappealed part of decree, 
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Administration I see Ceriijicaig ; Letters of Adminisiraiiotu 

Administrator, see Executor^ 

Admission in criminal cases of instruments for which proper fee has not 
been paid, s. 33. 

Adoption, fee in suit to set aside, Sch. II,, No. 17, para. v. 

Affidavit made for immediate purpose of being produced in Court, applU 
cation respecting, not exempt, s. 19, para. xiv. 

Aghnt, see Authority. 

Agrrbuent under Code of Civil Procedure, s. 5 ^^ 7 i Sch. II., No. 19. 

Agriculturists* Loans, see Act XIL of 1884* 

Annuity, computation of fee in suit for arrears of, s. 7, para. i. 

in suits for, s. 7, para, ii. 

Appsal, see Memorandum of Appeal. 

Appellant may be required to pay additional fee in case of wrong valua* 
ation, s. 12, para, ii. 

Application relating to supply of water for irrigation, exempt, s. 19, 
para. x. 

respecting offence to police, head of village, or village^police, 
exempt, s. 19, para xiv, 

for probate or letters of administration, procedure on, 3. ipH* 
for review of judgment, Sch. L, Nos. 4 and 5. 
to Court, Collector, or Magistrate in his executive capacity, 
fee on, Sch. II., No. 1., para. (6). 
fee on miscellaneous, Sch. IL, No. j. 
for leave to sue as a pauper, Sch IL, No. 2. 
to appeal as a pauper, Sch. IL, No. 3. 

under Code of Civil Procedure, s. 523, fee on, Sch. IL, No. i8. 
to Chief Court or Court of Financial Commissioner for exer- 
cise of revisional jurisdiction under s. 623 of Code of 
Civil Procedure, Sch, 1 ., No. 13. 
to Court of Recorder of Rangoon for exercise of revisional 
jurisdiction over Court of Small Causes, Rangoon, under 
s. 623 of Code of Civil Procedure, or s. 35 of Provincial 
Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, Sch. L, No. 14. 
for return of document filed in any Court 'of public office, 
remission of fee chargeable on, A — (17), App. 
to hold under direct engagement with the Government land 
of which revenue is settled, but not permanently, when 
made by person not at the time holding the land, remis- 
sion of fees chargeable on, A — (ii)» App. 
to a Chief Commissioner containing merely a request that an 
accompanying petition be forwarded to the Government 
of India, remission or fee payable under art. i, cj. (e), of 
the Second Schedule, on, . 4 — (8), App. 
to Collector for refund of amount of stamped paper or for 
renewal of stamped paper, remission of fees chargeable 
on, A— (I), App. 
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Appucabion in writing relating exclusively to purchase of salt belonging 
to Government, remission of fees chargeable on, - 4 — (2), 
App. 

Arbitration, fee on agreement to refer to, Sch. II., No. iS. 

Arrears of maintenance or annuities, computation of fee in suit for, s. 7, 
para. i» 

Assessment under Income-tax Act, fee on petition of objection to, Sch. II., 
No. 8. 

Assignee of land-revenue, see Lander evcntie. 

Attachment of land, computation of fee in suits to set aside, s. 7, para, 
viii. 

Attorneys, fees to, saved, s. 3. 

Authority to an agent to distrain, exempt, s. ig, para. xiii. 

Award, fee in suit for specific performance of, s. 7, para, x., cl (d), 
to set aside an, Sch. II., No. 17, para tv. 

Bail-bond in criminal case exempt, s. 19, para. xv. 

given by direction 01 Court or executive authority, fee on, Sch. 
11 ., No. 6. 

Bbnkeit to arise out of land, see Easement. 

Bengal Tenancy Act, sec Act VIIL 0/ i88s. 

Board of Revenue, exemption of certain applications to, s. 19 para, ix- 
mukhtarnama presented to, Sch. II,, No. 10, para. (<?). 

Bombay Act III. of 1876, copies of decrees or orders issued by mamlat- 

dars under, fees chargeable on, C — (26j, App- 
plaint presented under fee chargeable on, 

(25)1 App. 

Bombay Act V. of 1879, agreement required by rule 75 of the rules made 

under cl. (t) of s. 2x4 of, remission of fees 

chargeable on, C — (24), App. 

Bombay Presidency, computation of fee in suit for possession of land in, 

s. 7, para. v. 

Bond, Administration-bond ; Bail-bond. 

Burma Land Revenue Act, stQ Act 1L of i8y6. 

Burning, see Destruction. 

Canal, see Irrigation. 

Cancellation of stamp, s. 30. 

of certificate under Act XXVII. of i860 or Boro. Reg* 
VIII. of 1827, Sch. I , No. 12-note. 

Caveat, fee on, Sch. II., No. la. 

Certificate under the Succession Certificate Act, 1889, Sch. L, No. 12. 

of administration (save as regards debts and securities) undtt 
Bom. Reg. VIII. of 1827, fee on, s. 19, para. viii. 
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Ceiii! 1FICATB under the Regulation of the Bombay Code, No. VIII. of 
1827, Sch, L, No, 12A. 

Charge respecting offence laid before police, head of village, or village* 
police, exempt, s. 19* para. xvi. 
fee on application containing, Sch. II., No, 1, para. (6). 

Chaukidari assessment, exemption cf petition of appeal against, s. 19, 

para. xxi. 

Chief Commissioner, fee on application or petition to, not otherwise pro- 
vided for Sch. II.. No. 1, para, (c), 
muktarnama presented to, Sch. II., 10, para. (c). 
memorandum of appeal to Sch. L, No. 1 ; Sch. li.. 
No. II, para, [a). 

Chief Controlling Revenue Authority may give orders as to number 

of peons in Re vendue 
Court, 3 , 23. 

application to, Sch. II., No* i, 
para, (c)* 

wakalatnama presented to Sch* 
11., No* 10, para, (c). 
memorandutn of appeal presen- 
ted to, Sch. ll , No. xij 
para, («), 

powers of, in respect of e.xces- 
sive court fees, 3. 19 A, els* 
. , W, {€). 

Chief Justice to decide questions referred to him as to fee, s. 5. 

may delegate this power to Puisne Judge, 16. 
to declare who shall be taxing- officer, j6. 
to concur in rules as to supply, renewal, and keeping of ac- 
counts of stamps used in High Court, s. 27. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts, fees mentioned in Schs, 1 . and II., remission 

of, in, (36), App. 

Chota Nagpur Act, exemption of petition to special Commissioner 

under, s. 19, para, xxiii. 

Civil Court, fee.on memorandum of appeal to Sch. I., No. i; Sch. II,, 
No, n. 

on miscellaneous application to Sch. II*, No. i. 
inferior to District Court, fee on application to, Sch. U,, No. 
I, para. (a). 

copies furnished by, &c., for private use of persons applying 
for them, remission of fees chargeable under arts. 6, 7, and 
9 of the First Schedule on, il— 19), App. 

Clerk of Presidency Small Cause Court to decide questions as to fees, 

s. 5. 

may refer questions as to fees^ 
to First Judge, ib^ 

Code op Civil Procedure, s. 9,’ saved s, 17* 

See Act XIV. of 1S82. 


Act VIL, x87a— tf* 
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Cou-BCTOR (Madras Presidency), exenjption of plaints in certain suit, 
before s. ig para. vii. 

making settlement of land revenue exemption of certain ap- 
plications to, s. 19 para, ix 

of District to fix number of peons in Revenue Courts, s, 23* 
fee on application to, where value of subject-matter is less 
than Rs. 50 Sch. II., No. x para. (a). 

Commencement of Act, s. i. 

Commission in order to ascertain net profits or market-value, s. 9. 

to Accountant-General of High Court, Fort William, s. 36, 

Commissioner, application to, for leave to appeal as a pauper, Sch. II,, 
No. 3. 

CoMMissoNER OF CUSTOMS, mukhtamama to, Sch. II., No. 10 para, 

OF Revenue, exemption of certain application to, s. 19, 
para. ix. 

or Circuit, fee on application or petition to 
and not otherwise provided for, Sch* Ihj 
No. I, para, (c), 

mukhtamama presented to, Sch. II., No 10 
para, (d), 

* See Chief Commissioner, 

Compensation, computation of fee in suit for, s. 7, para. i. 

under Land Acquisition Act, fee on memorandum of appeal 
against order as to, s. 8. 

exemption of certain aoplication for s. 19, para. xxii. 
to be paid by landlord to tenant, fee on application to 
determine, Sch. IL, No, i, para, {b). 

Complainant, see Written Examination, 

Complaint, by public servant, municipal officer, or railway servant exempti 
s. 19, para, xviii. 

application containing a, Sch. II., No. i, para. (3). 
of offence other thin offence for which police may arrest 
without warrant, Sch. IL, No. i, para, {b). 

See Public Servant. 

Computation of fees payable in certain suits, s. 2. 

Conditional sale, computation of fee in suit to make, absalute, s, 7, 
para. ix. 

Confirmation of rule as to process-fees, s. 20. 

Conservancy, see Municipal Commissioners. 

Contract, see Specfic Performance, 

Copy of judgment or order not having force of decree, fee for, Sch. 

No. 6. 

of decree or order having force of decree, Sch. I., No. 7* . 

of document liable to duty under Indian Scamp Act, 1^79' '^hen ic* 
by a party in place of original withdrawn, Sch. I., No. S. 
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Copy of revenue or judicial proceeding not otherwise provided for. Scb. I.. 

:S%“Hntdete%7ier'^ 

para. (a). 

Costs, see Undertaking . „ ‘ 

Counterpart of a lease, computation of fee in suits for, s. 7, para. xi.. 

CouRT-PBE, provision in case where too low a, 

^ relief where too high a, has been paid, s. 19A. 

Court of Small Causes (Mofussil), number of peons s. 22. 

fee on application to, och* 11»| No# l| 

para, (a). 

in Presidency-towns, levy of fees in, ss. 3, 25* 


Criminal Procedure Code, see Act X. of 1882. 

Cultivation, exemption of certain applications for leave to extend, s. 19* 
para xi. 

Customs- OFFICER, fee on application to, Sch. II., No. i, para, (a). 

Damages, computation of fee in suit for, s. 7, para. 1 . 

Debts due from deceased person, relief when, paid out of his estate, s. igB 

Dbclaratory Decree and consequential relief, fee in suit for, s. 7, para. 

iv., cl. (c). 

where no consequential relief is prayed, fee in suit 
for Sch. II., No. 17, para. iii. 


Decree, see Execution. 

Dekkhan Agriculturists’ Relief Act, see Act. XVII. of iSyg, 


Deposit, application for order for payment of, when not exceeding Rs. 25. 

in amount, remission of fees chargeable under para. 4, cl. (0). 

, and para. 2, cl. ( 5 ), of the Second Schedule on. A (lo), App. 

of revenue or rent in Court, fee on application or petition for, Sch. 
II. No. t, para. (d). 

Destruction of part of Stamp removed by punching, s. 30, 

Difference as to necessity or amount of fee, procedure in case of, s. 3. 
Dismissal of suit unless additional fee is paid, 10, para. ii. s. 11. 

Distress, see Authority. 


District Court, applications to, Sch. II., Nos, i, 3. 

District Panchayats (.Madras Presidency), exemption of plaints and pro- 
cesses in suits before, s, 

Divorce Act, fee on memorandum ot ^appeal under Sch. 

Bums, mmpUos p,aiio„ by .p, 

bASBUEsT, compulAliob 0! lee S„ s„U tor, s. para, iv cl (rl 


' -tv 
1 f 
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Enhancement of rent of occupancy*tenant, computation of fee in suit for 
s. 7, para, xi , cl. (d). 

exeznption of application for service of notice of, s, 19, 
para. xii. 

* Estate ' defined, s. 7, para, v., cl. (d), 

suits for, or for part of an, s. 7, para, v., els. (a), (6), (d). 

Excjse-officer, fee on application to, Sch, II., No. i. 

Execution of Decree stayed where mesne profits ascertained exceed 

profits claimed, s. n, para. ii. 
of Military Court of Requests, petition for, 
exempt, s, 19 para. iv. 

Executive Officer, memorandum of appeal to, Sch. II., No. ir. 

Executor, penalty for, for not paying full court-fee within six months after 
discovery of under-payment, s. 190. 
recovery from, of excess fee payable under s. I9H, and of for- 
feiture under s. I9G ; s. 19J. 

Exhibit, exemption of first application in respect of, s. 19, para, xiv. 
Extent of Act, s. i. 

Feb (excess) payable on injury under s. 19 H. recoverable from executor 
or administrator, s. 19J. 

computation of, chargeable in certain suit, A — (18), App. 
involving fraction of an anna : re nission of{the fraction, A — (19), App-. 

Fees in High Courts on their original sides, ss. 3, 25, 

appellate sides, ss. 4, 25. 
in Presidency Small Cause Courts, ss. 3 25. 
in other Courts and in public offices, ss. 6, 25. 
on written examinations of complaints, s. 18. 
for serving process, s. 20. 
repayment of certain, s. 31. 

which officers of High Court are allowed to receive, in addition to 
salary, saved, s. 36. 

First application, for summons, when exempt, s. 19, para. xiv. 

First Judge of Presidency Small Cause Court to decide questions as to 
fees, s. 5. 

Foreclosure, computation of fee in suit for, s. 7, para. ix. 

Forests, exemption of application for permission to cut timber in Govern- 
ment, s, 19, para, xix. 

Forfeiture, under s. 12C, recoverable from executor or administrator 
S. 19J. 

Garden, computation of fee in suit for possession of, s. 7, para, v., cl. (e). 

Government Advocate, copies of all documents furnished to, or required 

by, &c., for purpose of conducting trial, &c., 
before Criminal Court, remission of fees 
chargeable on, - 4 — (15) (g), {h), App. 

Government Pleader, see Gownmeni Advocate ; Pleader. 
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'Govbrkor-GkMer.vl in Council, to sanction rules as to costs of processes, 

s. 20. 

to approve rules as to number of peons 
in Civil Courts, s. 22. 
to approve rules as to number of peons 
in Revenue Courts, s. 33. 
may direct whether stamps shall be im- 
pressed or adhesive, s, 26. 
may reduce or remit, fees s, 25* 

Heads of villages, exemption of petitijn, &c., to, respecting ofiences, s* X9» 
para, xvi. 

Hereditary Offices, see Madras Regulation IV. of 

High Court (s>, mukhtarnama presented to, Seb, II., No. 10. 

See Accountant General / Advocates j Aiiotnoys ; C^def 
justice; Fees; Sheri 

on its original side, levy of fees in, ss. 3, 35* 
in extraordinary and appellate jurisdictions, fees on in- 
struments filed in, s 4. 

in jurisdiction as Courts of Reference or Revi^iion, fees in| 
tb. 

to make rules as to proces:>-fees, s, 20, 
to approve number of peons in District and Subordinate 
Courts, 3. 32 . 

saving of fees to certain officers of, s, 36. 
fee on memorandum of appeal to, Sch. I., No. i ; Sch. 
II., No. 11. 

applications to, Sch. II., Nos. i, 3. 

Houses, computation of fee in suit for, s. 7, para, v., cl, (^). 

Improvement, see Compensation ; Municipal Comviissioners. 

Inam land, computation of fee in suit for, s. 7, para. v. cl. (c). 

Income-tax, see Act II. of 1886. 

Indian Stamp Act, see Act I. of i8to- 

Injunction, computation of fee in suit for, s, 7, para, iv,, cl. (d). 

Instrument of obligation given by direction of Court or executive author- 
ity, fee on, Sch. IL, No 6. 

Irrigation, exemption of application for water for, s. 19, para, x, 

]hansi Encumbered EsrATRS Act, see Act XVI. of 1882. 

Joint-family Property, computation of fee in suit to enforce a right to 

share in, s. 7, para, iv., cl. (6). 

Judicial proceeding, see Copy. 

Land, computation of fee in suit for possession of, s. 7, para. v. 

See Attachment j Easements ; Inam Land ; Relinquishment. ^ 
Land Improvement Loans Act, see Act XIX. of X883. 

Landlord and Tenant, computation of fee in certain suits between, s. •y 

para. xi. 
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Landlord and Tenant, See Abaiemeyii^ Auihofiiy; Compsttsaiion^ 

Counterpart ; Enhancement ; Leaie ; Notice 
of ejectment ; Occupancy^ 

Land-revenue, suit for interest of assignee of, s. 7, para. vii. 

to set aside attachment of interest in, s, 7, para, vu, 

^ fee on application by holder of temporarily- settled land to 

officer of, Sch. 11 ., No. i. 

Land Revenue Code (Bombay), see Bombay Act F. of 

Lease, fee in suit for specific performance of contract of, s. 7, para, x« 
cl. (c). 

computation of fee in suit for delivery of, s. 7. para, xi., cJ. (c). 

See Counterpart, 

Letters of Administration exempt where property does not exceed' 

Rs. 1,000, s ig, para. viii. 
procedure on application for, s, igH. 
grant of, conditional, on petitioner filing 
valuation of property and paying fee, 

» s. 19L 

fee on, Sch. I., No. 1 1. 

See probates. 

Limitation, proviso in respect of, in matter of certain claims, s. 19B. 

Local Government to confirm rules as to process-fees, s. 20. 

- to approve number of pet ns in Civil Courts and in 

Revenue Courts, ss. 22, 23. 

to make rules for supply, number, renewal, and keep* 
ing of accounts of stamps, s. 37. 

Madras Act VIII. of 1S65, plaints in summary suits brought before 

Collectors under, remission of fees 

chargeable on, B — (22), App. 

Regulation VI of 1S31, copies of Judg. 
nients cr decisions passed on claims 
preferred under, remission of fees 

chargeable on, B — (21), App 
certain documents filed in claims preferred 
under, fe?s chargeable on, B — (20), 

App. 

Magistrate, application to, relating to dealings with Government, Sch. 
11 , No. I. para, (a) 

of a district to fix number of peons to be employed in ms 

Court, s. 22. o u rr 

in his executive capacity, fee on application to. Sen. ll.> 

No. 1, para, {b). 

Maintenance, computation of fee in suit for arrears of, s. 7» 

in suits for, s. 7, para, ii- 

JiImlatdars* Courts Act, see Bombay Act IIL of 
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Maps showing holdings of cultivators and extracts from scttlcmcat or sup- 
plementary survey regUters cOMiecicd thctcwith» remission of 
fees chargeable on certified copies of, when furnished to cuUi- 
vatofs, G--(.t4), App. 

Maijkst-vaI-uk, fee lo be computed by reference to, »• 7, paras, iii* and v* 
els, (if). (/). 
power to ascertain, s, ^ 

procedure iu casc of wrong estimation of, s, to. 
Mkasukemcnt of land, fee on appnc.sUon for, Sch. If., No. 13, 

Mb:i!OR\ndum Os^ appsau not otherwise provided for, fee on Sch* 1 .* Ko. I. 

in suit to obtain poifsesiion under Act XVI, of 
1^38 Of Maml;Udar> Act, Sch. 11 ,^ 
No. 4. 

to cMablish or disprove right of cccu* 
pancy, Sch. U., No. 5. 

when not from order rejecting plaint, ur from a 
decree, Sch. II.. No. it, 

in suit to obtain pu;i>essmn of a v/ifc, Sch* IL, 
No* 15 - 

to alter or set ;oi<!c Nunwnary decisions, 
Sch. IL, No. 17. »* 

Of cancel entry in rrgiatcr of 
names of proprietors of re* 
venue pacing ciUilcs, 1^*, 
para. ii. 

to obtain a decl ar :ui>ry decree w’aere no 
CGSe(jue«:jal rchef is prated, f6., 
para, iii* 

to 3ct aside an award. 16 , p.ira. Iv, 

an *jdopliun, 16., para, v, 

in other suits whtTe subject- matter cannot be 
estimated, and which arc otherwise 

provided for. /6., para. vi. 
under Parsi iMarriage Act, Sch, 11 ., No. 2t* 

MesnK'PROBITs, procedure in suits lor, where proiki decic^rd c.KCccd profits 

claimed, s. 1 1. 

where profits abccrtaincd in execu- 
tion of decree exceed profits 
claimed, id. 

Military Court 01^ Rkqursts, e.xcmptiun of plaint presented to, s. 19, 

para. iv. 

Minors Act, Bengal, see Aci XL, 0 / 

Bombay, see Acit XX, of sSo.f, 

Mistake, refund where Court reverbes or modifies its former decision on 
ground of, s. 15. 

stamping insufficiently* stamped document received by, s. 28, 
document amended to correct, 3. 29. 

Mofussil Courts, fees on instruments filed, exhibited, or recorded in, 3. 6. 
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Money, fee payable in suits for, s 7, para. i. 

due by Government, exemption of application for, s. 19, para, xx. 

Mortgage, fee in suit for specific performance of contract of, s. 7, para, x., 
cl. {b). 

See Condilional Sale ; Foreclosure ; Redemption, 

Moveable property having a market- value, computation of fee in suit forj 

s. 7, para. iii. 

no market-value, computation of fee in suit 
for, s. 7, para, iv., cl. (a), 

Mukhtarnama, fee on, Sch II., No lo. 

See Foxier -of •attorney. 

Multifarious Suit, fee on plaint or memorandum of appeal in, 5, 17, 

Municipal Commissioners, fee on applications to, relating to conservancy 

or improvement, Sch. II., No. i, cl. (a). 
Officer, exemption of complaint by, s. 19, para- xviii. 

Tax. exemption of petition of appeal against, s. 19, para. xxi. 

Native Converts* Marriage Dissolution Act, fee on petition in suit 

under, Sch, II., 
No. 14, 

Net profits, power to ascertain, s, 9. 

procedure in case of wrong estimation of, s, 10. 

Next Friend, see Undertaking. 

Non-commissioned Officer see Pomer -of- attorney. 

Notice of Ejectment, computation of fee in suit to contest, s. 7. para. 

ix , cl. {d). 

Number of Stamps to be used, s. 27, cl. (^), 

Obligation, see Bill-bond ; Instruvient, 

Occupancy of land from which tenant has been illegally ej'ected, fee in 
suit for, 7, para, xi., cl. (d*). 

Occupancy-right, fee on plaint in suit to establish or disprove, Sch. II,, 

No. 5. 

Officer in army, see Po met -of attorney. 

Pandhari-tax, Central Provinces see Act XIV. of 1S67. 

Parsi Marriage Act, fee on plaint, or memorandum of appeal under, 

Sch. II., No. 21. 

Pauper appeals, fee on application for leave to bring, Sch. IL, No. 3. 
suit, fee on application for leave to bring, Sch. . 11 , No. 2. 

Peons, rules for remunerating, s. 20, para, iii. 

number of, in District^ Subordinate, and Mofussil Small Cause 
Courts, s. 22. 
in Revenue Courts, s. 23. 

Periodical payment, computation of fee in suit for arrears of, s. 7, para ii., 

for, 3. 7, para. ii. 
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Petition; respecting offence, to police, head of village, or village police, 
exempt, s. 19, para, xviii. 

under the Indian Christian Marriage Act^ 1872, ss. 45 and 48, 
exempt, ib., para. xxiv. t 

to Court, Collector, or Magistrate in his executive capacity, 
Sch, II., No. I, para ( 6 ). 
under Income Tax Act, Sch, II., Nos. 8, g. 

in suit under Native Converts* Marriage Dissolution Act, Sch., 
II., No. 14 - 

under Indian Divorce Act, Sch. II., No. 20. 

See Police-officer ; Prisoner^ 

Plaint in suit for possession under the Specific Relief Act, 1877, s. 9, 

Sch. I,, No. 2. 

of immoveable property under the Specific 
Relief Act, 1877, s. g, fee chargeable on, 
^—( 5 ). App. ^ 

presented to any Civil or Revenue Court rejected on account of 
an entirely technical error inform only, refund of value of stamp 
on, (3), App. 

in suit tried by Village Munsif in Madras Presidency, exempt, s. 
ig, para. v. 

in suit before District Panchayat in Madras Presidency, exempt, s* 
19, para vi. 

before Collector under Mad. Reg, XIL of 1861, exempt, s. xg, 
para. vii. 

not otherwise provided for, fee on, Sch. 1., No. i. 

in suit for possession, under Limitation Act, s. 15, Sch. L, No. 3. 

under Act XVL of 1838 or Mamlatdars' 
Courts Act, 1870, Sch. II., No. 4. 
to establish or disprove right of occupancy, Sch. IL, No. S» 
to obtain possession of a wile, Sch. II., No. 13. 
to alter or set aside summary - decisions, Sch. IL, No. xy, 
para. i. 

to alter or cancel any entry in a register of names of pro» 
prietors of revenue paying estates, Sch. IL, No. 17, 
para. ii. 

to obtain declaratory decree, no consequential relief being 
prayed, lA., para. iii. 
to set aside an award, para. iv. 

an adoption, id,, para. v. 

where subject cannot be estimated and which is not other- 
wise provided for, para vi. 
under Parsi Marriage Act, Sch. IL, No. 21. 

Plaintiff when to state the amount at which he values relief sought, 3. 7^ 
para, iv., cL (/). ' < 

‘Plaints, &c., filed, exhibited, or recorded in Court of Circle Officer or in 
' Court presided over by a Thugyi or Moyothugyi, or which 

are received or furnished by a Thugyi, or Myothugyi, re- 
mission of fees chargeable on, if— (46), App, ' i 
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Pleader, copy of document furnished to, by Sessions Court or High 
Court, Bombay Presidency, or Sadr Court in Sind, to 
defend a person accused of raiirder, remission of fees^ 
chargeable oh, C~(3S), App. 

Police-officer, exemption of petition to, respecting offence, s. ig, para, 
xvi. 

copies of judgments or deposition, required by, re- 
mission of fees chargeable on, A — (15) (/), App. 

Political Pensioners, applications by certain, to Collector, &c., re- 
mission of fees chargeable on under art. x of 
the Second Schedule, C — {27), App. 

Possession, fees on plaint or appeal in suit under Limitation Act for, Sch. 
L, No. 2. 

fee on application or petition in certain suits for, Sch. IL, 
No. 4. 

PoWER-OF-ATTORNKY by soIdier to institute or defend suit, exempt s, ig, 

para. i. 

See Mitkhtar7xav%a ; Wukalahtama. 

Pre-emption, fee on plaint in suit to enforce right of, s. 7, para. vi. 

Prisoner, exemption of petition by, s. 19, para. xvii. 

Probates exempt where property does not exceed Rs, 1,000, s. xg, 
para. viii. 

application for, or letters of administration, J procedure on, s. 
xgH. 

grant of, conditional on petitioner filing valuation of pro* 
perty and paying fee, s. xgl. 
fee on, Sch. I., No. ii. 
relief m case of several grants of, s, 19C. 

though not covered by court-fee, valid as to trust-property, s. 
igD. 

Process in suits before District Panchayats, Madras Presidency, exempt, 
s. 19, para. vi. 

fees for serving and executing, s. 20, paras, i. and ii. 
rules as to, s. 20. 
tables of, s. 21. 

Public Officer, fees on instruments received or furnished by, s. 6. 
Servant, exemption of complaint by, s. 19, para, xviii. 

Publication of rules as to process-fees, s. 20, para. iii. 

as to supply, number, renewal, and keeping of accounts, 
of stamps, s. 27, 

Punjab Land Revenue, see Act XVIL 0/1887, 

Railway Company, exemption of complaints by officers of, s. 19, para.- 
xviii. ‘ 

Recognizances, exemption of certain, s. xg, para. xv. 

Recovery of Rent, see Madras Act VIIL of l86s. 
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Rkdsmption’, computation of fee in suit for, s, 7, para. i^c. 

RbferbncBj fees on instruments filed in High Courts ^in exercise of juris- 
diction as a Court of, s. 4, 

Refund of fee paid on memorandum of appeal, s. 13. ^ 

on application for review of judgment, s. 14. 
where Court reverses or modifies its former decision on grouod 
of mistake, s. 15. 

Relinquishment of land, exemption of certain application relating to, s, 

19, para xi. 

of application for service of notice 
of, s. 19, para, xii. 

Remuneration, see Peons. 

Renewal of damaged stamps, rules for, s. 27, para, (c). 

Rent, determination of fee chargeable on application to deposit, not 
ceeding fifteen rupees, R — (37), App, 

See Abatement of Rent ; Deposit. 

Repayment of fees paid on applications to Criminal Courts, s, 31* 

of fee paid by complainant for the examination, s. 31, para. ii. 
of process-fees paid by complainant, s, 31, para, iii. 

Report, see Copy. 

Representative of holder of certificate under Act XXVII. of i86o or 
Bom, Reg. VIII. of 1827, Sch. I., No. 12. 

Respondent, see Additional Fee. 

Restraint by Court, exemption of application by person in s. 19, paral 

xvi. 

Revenue, see Deposit ; Land Revenue. 

Revenue Court, process-fees in, s, 20, para i, 

applications to, Sch. II,, No. i, para, (a). 
mukhtarnamas presented to, Sch. IL, No. 10, para. {a). 
memorandum of appeal to, Sch. II., No. ii,para (a), 
plaint in suit to alter summary decision of, Sch. IL, No. 
17 para, i. 

See Chief Controlling Revenue Authority. 
RevenuE‘PROCbhdxng, see Copy. 

Review of Judgment, fee on application for, if presented on or after nine- 
tieth day, Sch, I., No. 4. 
if presented before ninetieth 
day, Sch, I , No 5. 

Revision, fees on documents filed in High Court in exercise of jurisdiction 
as Court of, s. 4, 

Right, see Pre-emption. 

Rules as to fees for serving and executing process, s. 20. 

for supply, number, renewal, and keeping of accounts of stamps, s. ^7 
for sale of stamps, s. 34, 
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Sale, fee in suits for specfic performance of contract of, s, 7, para, x--, 
cl. (a). 

Security, administrator to furnish, in certain case, s. igF, 

SeCurity-bond for the keeping of the peace, &c-, by persons other than 
the executants, remission of fees chargeable on, - 4 — (7), 
App. 

Settlement of land-revenue, exemption of applications presented previous 
to final confirmation of, s. 19, para. ix. 

Settlement- RECORD, relating to any one village in Kumaun or Garhwal, 
reduction of fee chargeable on copy of entries in, 
^“(38), App, 

Sheriff, fees to, saved, s, 3. 

Short Title, s. x. 

Small Cause Courts, see Court of Small Causes, 

Soldier, see Pumer-of^ Attorney, 

Specific Performance, fee on plaint in suits for, s. 7, para. x. 

-Stamps, fee to be collected by, s, 25, 

to be impressed or adhesive, s. 26. 

rules for supply, number, renewal, and keeping of accounts of, s. 27. 
on documents inadvertently received, s. 28. 

documents amended merely to correct mistake need not have 
fresh, s. 20. 
sale of, s, 34. 
supply of, s 27. 
cancellation of, s. 30, 

rules requiring sale of, to be published in local official Gazette, 
and to have force of law, s. 43 (2), 
penalties in respect of Breach of rules regulating sale of, s. 34 (3), 

Statement to be filed by grantee of certificate under Act XXVII. of i860, 
or Bom. Reg. VIII. of 1827, Sch. I., No. 12. 

See Copy ; Written Statements, 

Stay of suit until additional fee is paid, s. 10. para. ii. 

of further execution of decree for mesne-profits, s. ii. 

Stock-note, application for transfer of a, from one circle to another under 
para. 6 of Resolution No 2566 dated 20th August i88Sj 
remission of fee chargeable on, A — (14)1 App. 

Suits by Government raiyats, reduction of fees chargeable in certain, 
^—(23), App. 

for redemption ot mortgaged property in districts of the Bombay 
Presidency in which Act XV II. of 1876 is in force, remission 
and determination of fees chargeable in respect of documents 
specified in the First or Second Schedule in the case of, C — (29), 
App, 

Summary Decision, fee on plaint to alter or set aside, Sch. II., No. 171 

para. i. 
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Summons, exemption of first application for, s. 19, para. xiv. 

Table of process-fee, s. 21. 

of rates of ad-valoretJi iees on institution of suits, Sch. I. 

Taxing* OFFICHR to decide question as to necessity or amount of fees, s. 5, 
See Chief usiice. 

Tenant, see Compensation ; Landlord and Tenant ; Occupancy, 

Timber, see Forests, 

Title-deeds, computation of fee in suits for, s. 7, para, iv., cl. (a). 

Translation of judgment or order not being a decree, Sch. L, No. 6. 

of decree, order, or record, application for, Sch. II., No. x, 
para. (a). 

Undertaking by next friend under Divorce Act, fee on, Sch, II., No. 7. 

Valuation, decision of questions relating to, s. 12. 

form of, to be submitted with application for probate and 
letters of administration, Sch. III. 

Village Munsifs (Madras Presidency), exemption of plaint in suits tried 
by,s. 19, para. V. 

Village-police, exemption of petition, &c., to, respecting offences, s. 19, 
para. xvi. 

Village Settlement-records, remission of fees chargeable on copies of, 

furnished to landholders and culti- 
vators, A — (4) (a), App. 
remission of fees chargeable on lists of 
fields extracted from, for purpose of 
being filed with petition^ of plaint in 
Settlement Court, . 4 — -(4) App. 

Villages, see Heads of Villages. 

Wakalatnama, fee on,iSch. II., No, 10. 

See P ower- of -Attorney . 

Warrant-officer, see Former -of- Attorney* 

Water, see Irrigation* 

Wife, fee on plaint In suits to obtain, Sch. II., No. 15. 

Written Examination of complainant, fee for, s. i8i 

Written Statements called for by Court after first hearing of suit, exempt 

s. 19, para. iii. 
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THE 


INDIAN EASEMENTS ACT, 1882 
(Act V. of 1882).- 


Received the G.-G.'s Assent on the 17TH February 1882. 

An Aci io define and amend the Law relating to Easements 

and Licenses. 

Whereas it is expedient to define and amend the law relating 

to Easements and Licenses ; It is hereby 
enacted as follows 

Preliminary. 


1 . This Act may be called “ The 
Indian Easements Act, 1882 : ” 

territories respectively administered by the 
Governor of Madras in Council and the 
Chief Commissioners of the Central Pro- 
vinces and Coorg; 

and it shall come into force on the 
first day of July 1882. 

contained shall be deemed to affect any 
law not hereby expressly repealed, or to 
derogate from — 

(«) any right of the Government to regulate the collection, 
retention, and distribution of the water of rivers and streams flow- 
ing in natural channels and of natural lakes and ponds, or of the 
water flowing, collected, retained, or distributed in or by any 
channel or other work constructed at the public expense for irriga- 
tion; 

(3) any customary or other right (not being a license) in or 
‘Over immoveable property which the Government, the public, or 


Short title. 

It extends to the 
Local extent. 

Commencement. 

2 . Nothing herein 
Savings. 


' * By Act VIII. of 1891, the Indian Easements Act has been extended 

^the territories respectively administered by the Governor of Bombay in 
Council and the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces and 
^ne Chief Commissioner of Oudh, 
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any person may possess irrespective of other immoveable proper- 
ty ; or 

(t) any right acquired, or arising out of a relation created, 
before this Act comes into force. 

3 . Sections 26 and 27 of the Indian Limitation Act, 1877,* and 
Repeal of Act XV. of 1877, the definition of “ easement ” contained 
sections 26 and 27. in that Act, are repeated in the territories 

to which this Act extends. All references in any Act or Regulation 
to the said sections, or to sections 27 and 28 of Act No. IX. of 
1871, shall, in such territories, be read as made to sections 15 
and 16 of this Act. 


CHAPTER I. 


Of Easements generally. 


4. An easement is a right which the owner or occupier of cer- 
« Easement ” defined. tain land possesses as such, for the 
beneficial enjoyment of that land, to do and continue to do some- 
thing, or to prevent and continue to prevent something being done, 
in or upon or in respect of certain other land not his own. 

The land for the beneficial enjoyment of which the right exists 
Dominant and servient is called the dominant heritage, and the 
heritages and owners. owner or occupier thereof the dominant 

owner ; the land on which the liability is imposed is called the 
servient heritage, and the owner or occupier thereof the servient 
owner, 

Explanalion . — In the first and second clauses of this section, 
the expression “ land ” includes also things permanently attached 
to the earth ; the expression “ beneficial enjoyment ” includes also 
possible convenience, remote advantage, and even a mere amenity; 
and the expression “ to do something " includes removal and 
appropriation by the dominant owner, for the beneficial enjoyment 
of the dominant heritage, of any part of the soil of the servien 
heritage, or anything growing or subsisting thereon. 

Illustrations. 


(a.) A, as the owner of a certain house, has a right of way 
his neighbour B’s land for purposes connected with the beneficial enj y 
of the house ; This is an easement. 


•* Act XV. of 1877. 
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{b.) A, as the owner of a certain house» has the right to go on his 
neighbour B*s land* and to take water for the purposes of his house-hold 
out of a spring therein : This is an easement. 

[c.) A. as the owner of a certain house, has the right to conduct water 
from B’s stream to supply the fountains in the garden attached to the 
house ; This is an easement. 

(d.) A, as the owner of a certain house and farm, has the right to graze 
a certain number of his own cattle on B'h fi^Id. or to take, for the purpose 
of being used in the house, by himself, his f iinilv guests, lodgers, and ser- 
vants, water or fish out of C’s tank, or timber out of D's wood, or to mtp 
for the purpose of manuring his land, the leaves which have fallen from the 
trees on E'sland : These are easements. 

((?.) A dedicates to the public the right to occupy the surface of certain 
land for the purpose of passing and repassing 3 This right is not an ease- 
ment. 

(/*.! A is hound to cleanse a watercourse running through his land, and 
keep it free from obstruction for the benefit of B, a lower riparian owners 
This is not an easement. 

Continuous and discontinu- 5- Easements are either conti- 

ous, apparent and non-ap- nuous or discontinuous, apparent or 
parent, easements. nou-apparent. 

A continuous easement is one whose enjoyment is or may 
be continual without the act o£ man. 

A discontinuous easement is one that needs the act of man 
for its enjoyment. 

An apparent easement is one the e.xistence of which is shown 
by some permanent sig;n which, upon careful inspection by a com- 
petent person, would be visible to him. 

’ A non-apparent easement is one that has no- such sign, 

r Jlltisiraiiotts^ 

' ^ (a.) A* right annexed to house to receive light by the windows 

; without obstruction by his neighbour A : This is a continuous easement. 

; 

(6d A right of way annexed to A’s house over B*3 land; This is a 
discontinuous easement, 

(c.) Rights annexed to A*s land to lead water thither across B’s land 
^ aqueduct, and to draw off water thence by a drain. The drrVin would 

, be discovered upon careful inspection by a person conversant with such 
^ matters ; These are apparent easements. 

(d.) A right annexed to A’s house to prevent B from Building on his 
^wn land : This is a non*apparent easement. 
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6. An easement may be permanent, or for a term of years or 
Easement for limited time Other limited period, or subject to period* 
or on condition. ical interruption, or exercisable only 

at a certain place, or at certain times, or between certain hours, or 
for a particular purpose, or on condition that it shall commence or 
become void or voidable on the happening of a specified event or 
the performance or non-performance of a specified act. 


Easements restrictive 
certain rights : 


of 


7. Easements are restrictions of 
one or other of the following rights 
(namely) : — 

right of every owner of immoveable 
property (subject to any law for the 
time being in lorce) to enjoy and dis* 
pose of the same and all products thereof and accessions thereto. 


(a.) The exclusive 
Exclusive right to enjoy : 


(3.) The right of every owner of immoveable property (sub- 
Rights to advantages aris- jsct to any law for the time being 
iog from situation. force) to enjoy without disturbance by 

another the natural advantages arising from its situation. 


Illustrations of the Rights above referred to. 


(a.) The exclusive right of every owner of land in a town to build on 
.such land, subject to any municipal law for the time being in force. 

(6.) The right of every owner of land that the air passing thereto shall 
not be unreasonably polluted by other persons. 

(tr.) The right of every owner of a house that his physical comfort shall 
not be interfered with materially aud unreasonably by noise or vibration 
caused by any other person. 


{d,) The right of every owner of land to so much light and air as 
pass vertically thereto. 

(e,) The right of every owner of land that such land, in its natur^ 
condition, shall have the support naturally rendered by the subjacent ana 
adjacent soil of another persen. 

Explanation . — Land is in its natural condition when it is not excavated 
and not subjected to artificial pressure; and the ‘‘ subjacent and adjacen 
soil ” mentioned in this illustration means such soil only as in its natura 
condition would support the dominant heritage in its natural condition. 

(/.) The right of every owner of land that, within his own limits, the 
water which naturally passes or percolates by, over, or through his ian i 
shall not, before so passing or percolating, be unreasonably polluted / 
other persons. 

(g.) The right of every owner of land to collect and dispose, 
his own limits, of all water under the land which does not pass in ade 
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channel, and all water on its surface which does not pass in a defined 
channel. 

(h.) The right of every owner of land that the water of every natural 
stream which passes by, through, or over his land in a defined natural chan- 
nel shall be allowed by other persons to flow within such owner*s limits 
without interruption and without material alteration in quantity, direction, 
force or temperature ; the right of every owner of land abutting on a natu- 
ral lake or pond into or out of which a natural stream flows, that the water 
of such lake or pond shall be allowed by other persons to remain within 
such owner^s limits without material alteration in quantity or temperature. 

(f) The right of every owner of upper land that water naturally rising 
in, or failing on, such land, and not passing in defined channels, shall be 
allowed by the owner of adjacent lower land to run naturally thereto. 

(jO The right of every owner of land abutting on a natural steam, lake, 
or pond to use and consume its water for drinking, household purposes, 
and watering his cattle and sheep, and the right of every such owner to use 
and consume the water for irrigating such land, and for the purposes of any 
manufactory situate thereon, provided that he does not thereby cause mate- 
rial injury to other like owners. 

Explanation . — A natural stream is a stream, whether permanent or 
intermittent, tidal or tideless, on the surface of land or underground which 
flows by the operation of nature only, and in a natural and known course. 


CHAPTER IL 

The Imposition, Acquisition, and Transfer of EASSMaNTs. 

8. An easement may be imposed by any one in the circum- 
Who may impese ease- Stances, and to the extent, in and to 
^e«ts. which he may transfer his interest in the 

heritage on which the liability is to be imposed. 

Illustrations, 

(a.) A is tenant of B*s land under a lease for an unexpiced term of 
twenty years, and has power to transfer his interest under the lease. A may 
impose an easement on the land to continue during the time that the lease^ 
exists, or for any shorter period. 

(6.) A is tenant for his life of certain land with remainder to B abso- 
lutely, A cannot, unless with B^s consent, impose an easement thereon 
which will continue after the determination of his life interrst. 

{c.) A, B, and C are co-owners of certain land. A cannot, without the 
consent of B and C, impose an easement on the land, or on any part 
thereof. 

{d.) A and B are lessees of the same lessor, A of a field X for a terrrv 
of five years and B of a field Y for a term of ten years. A^s interest under 
ms lease is transferable ; B^s is not. A may impose on X, in favour of B, 
a right of way terminable with As lease. 
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9. Subject to the provisons of section 8, a servient owner 
_ . ^ may impose on, the servient heritage any 

ervien owners. easement that does not lessen the utility 

of the existing easement. But he cannot, without the consent of 
the dominant owner, impose an easement on the servient heritage 
which would lessen such utility. 


llUisirations. 


(o.) A has in respect of his mill a right to the uninterrupted flow 
thereto, from sunrise to noon, of the water of B’s stream. B may grant to 
C the right to divert the water of the stream from noon to sunset, pro- 
vided that A*s supply is not thereby diminished. 

{b,) A has, in respect of his house, a right of way over B’s land. B 
may grant to C, as the owner of a neighbouring farm, the right to feed 
his cattle on the grass growing on the way provided that A*s right of way 
is not thereby obstructed. 


10. Subject to the provisions of section 8, a lessor may 
, , , impose, on the property leased, any ease- 

Usso. .nd Mrtsaeor. ment that doBs not derogate /tom the 

rights of the lessee as such, and a mortgagor may impose, on the 
property mortgaged, any easement tnat does not render the security 
insufficient. But a lessor or mortgagor cannot, without the consent 
of the lessee or mortgagee, impose any other easement on such 
property unless it be to take effect on the termination of the lease 
or the redemption of the mortgage. 


JLxplanaiion , — A security is insufficient within the meaning of 
the section unless the value of the mortgaged property exceeds by 
one-third, or, if consisting of buildings, exceeds by one-half, the 
amount for the time being due on the mortgage. 


11. No lessee or other person having a derivative interest may 

impose, on the property held by him as 
such, an easement to take effect after the 
expiration of his own interest, or in derogation of the rignt of the 
lessor or the superior proprietor. 

12. An easement may be acquired by the owner of the 
Who may acqnire ease- immoveable property for the^ beneficial 

meats. enjoyment of which the right is createu, 

or, on his behalf, by any person in possession of the same. 

One of two or more co-owners of immoveable property may, 
as such, with or without the consent of the other or others, acquire 
an easement for the beneficial enjoyment of such property. 
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No lessee of immoveable property can acquire, for the bene- 
ficial enjoyment of other immoveable property of his own, an 
easement in or over the property comprised in his lease. 

Easements o£ necessity and 13. Where One person transfers 

gwasi easements. or bequeaths immoveable property to 

another, — 

(a) if an easement in other immoveable property of the trans- 
feror or testator is necessary for enjoying the subject of the trans- 
fer or bequest, the transferee or legatee shall be entitled to such 
easement; or 

(3) if such an easement is apparent and continuous, and 
necessary for enjoying the said subject as it was enjoyed when the 
transfer or bequest took effect, the transferee or legatee shall, unless 
a different intention is expressed or necessarily implied, be entitled 
to such easement ; 

(c) if an easement in the subject of the transfer or bequest is 
necessary for enjoying other immoveable property of the transferor 
or testator, the transferor or the legal representative of the testator 
shall be entitled to such easement ; or 

(d) if such an easement is apparent and continuous, and neces- 
sary for enjoying the said property as it was enjoyed when the 
transfer or bequest took effect, < the transferor, or the legal repre- 
sentative of the testator, shall, unless a different intention is express- 
ed or, necessarily implied, be entitled to such easement. 

Where a partition is, made of the joint-property of several 
persons — 

(«) if an easement over the share of one of them is necessary 
for enjoying the share of another of them, the latter shall be entitled 
to suca easement ; or, 

(/) if such an easement is apparent and continuous, and 
necessary for enjoying the share of the latter as it was enjoyed when 
the partition took effect, he shall, unless a different intention is 
expressed or necessarily implied, be entitled to such easement. 

The easements mentioned in this section, clauses (a), (r), and 
(if), are called easements of necessity. 

Where immoveable property passes by operation of law, this 
persons from and to whom it so passes are, .for the. purpose of the 
section, to be deemed, respectively, the transferor and transferee. 
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Jlhtsiraiions. 

(a.) A sells B a field then used for agricultural purposes only. It is 
inaccessible except by passing over A’s adjoining land, or by trespassing^ 
on the land of a stranger : B is entitled to a right of way, for agricultural 
purposes only, over A’s adjoining land to the field sold. 

(5.) A, the owner of two fields, sells one to B, and retains the other.' 
The field retained was, at the date of the sale, used for agricultural pur- 
poses only, and is inaccessible except by passing over the field sold to B : 
A is entitled to a right of way, for agriculturul purposes only, over B’s field 
to the field retained. 

(c*) A sells B a house with windows overlooking A’s land which A 
retains. The light which passes over A’s land to the windows is necessary 
for enjoying the house as it was enjoyed when the sale took effect ; B xs 
entitled to the light, and A cannot afterwards obstruct it by building on 
his land. 

{d.) A sells B a house with windows overlooking A’s land. The light 
passing over A’s land to the windows is necessary lor enjo3dng the house 
as it was enjoyed when the sale took effect. Afterwards A sells the land to 
C ; Here C cannot obstruct the light by building on the land, for he takes 
it subject to the burdens to v/hich it was subject in A’s hands. 

(^,) A is the owner of a house and adjoining land. The house has 
windows overlooking the land. A simultaneously sells the house to B, and 
the land to C. The light passing over the land is necessary for enjoying 
the house as it was enjoyed when the sale took effect. Here A impliedly 
grants B a right to the light, and C takes the land subject to the restric- 
tion that he may not build so as to obstruct such light. 

(/.) A is the owner of a house and adjoining land. The house has 
windows overlooking the land. A retaining the house, sells the land to B, 
without expressly reserving any easement. The light passing over the 
land is necessary for enjoying the house as it was enjoyed when the sale 
took effect; A is entitled to the light, and B cannot build on the land so 
as to obstruct such light. 

(g.) A, the owner of a house, sells B a factory built on adjoining land. 
B is entitled, as against A, to pollute the air, when necessary, with smoke 
and vapours from the factory. 

(/?.} A, the owner of two adjoining houses, Y and Z, sells Y to B, and. 
retains Z ; B is entitled to the benefit of all the gutters and drains common 
to the two houses and necessary for enjoying Y as it was enjoyed when the 
sale took effect, and A is entitled to the benefit of all the gutters and drains 
common to the two houses and necessary for enjoying Z as it was enjoyeu- 
when the sale took effect. 

(i.) A, the owner of two adjoining buildings, sells one to B, retaining 
the other : B is entitled to a right to lateral support from A’s builoingf 
and A is entitled to a right to lateral support from B’s building. 

{j.) A, the owner of two adjoining buildings, sails one to B, and the 
other to C. C is entitled to lateral support from B’s building, and B 
entitled to lateral support from C’s building, 
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(/6.) A grants lands to B for tho purpose of building a house thereon : 
B is entitled to such amount of lateral and subjacent support from A^s land' 
as is necessary for the safety of the house. 

(/.) Under the Land Acquisition Act, 1870,^ a Railway Company com- 
pulsorily acquires a portion of B^s land for the purpose of making a siding t 
The Company is entitled to such amount of lateral support from B*s ad- 
joining land as is essential for the safety of the siding. 

{m,) Owing to the partition of joint property, A becomes the owner of 
an upper room in a building, and B becomes the owner ot the portion of 
the building immediately beneath it : A is entitled to such amount of 
vertical support from B*s portion as is essential for the safety of the upper 
room* 

(«.) A lets a house and grounds to B for a particular business. B has 
no access to them other than by crossing A's land: B is entitled to a right 
of way over that land suitable to the business to be carried on by B in the 
house and grounds. 

14. When af right to a way of necessity is created under sec- 
Direction of way of neces- tion I 2 > the transferor, the legal repre 
sity. sentative of the testator, or the owner ot 

the share over which the right is ejcercised, as the case may be, is 
entitled to set out the way; but it must be reasonably convenient 
for the dominant owner. 


When the person so entitled to set out the way refuses or neg- 
lects to do so, the dominant owner may set it out. 


15. Where the access and use of light or air to and from any 
Acquisition by prescrip- building have been peaceably enjoyed 
t'o"- therewith, as an easement, without in- 

terruption, and for twenty years, 

and where support from one person’s land or things affixed- 
thereto has been peaceably received by another person’s land sub- 
jected to artificial pressure, or by things affixed thereto, as an ease- 
ment, without interruption, and tor twenty years, 

and where a right of way or any other easement has been' 
peaceably and openly enjoyed by any person claiming title thereto- 
as an easement and as of right, without interruption, and for twenty 
years, 


the right to such access and use of light or air, support, or 
other easement shall be absolute. 


* Superseded by Act I. o£ 1894. 

T In s. 14 the italicized article a has 
189J. 


been inserted by Act XII. of 
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Each of the said periods of twenty years 
a period ending within two years next before l 
suit wherein the claim to which such period re’ 

Explanaiion L — Nothing is an enjoymen 
of this section when it has been had in pursuat 
with the owner or occupier of the properly o^ 
claimed, and it is apparent from the agreemen 
not been granted as an easement, or, if gr 
that it has been granted for a limited peri 
condition on the fulfilment of which it is to cea 

Explanaiion IL — Nothing is an interruj 
ing of this section unless where there is an ac 
enjoyment by reason of an obstruction by t 
other than the claimant, and unless such obstr 
or acquiesced in for one year after ilie claima 
and of the person making or authorizing tlie s 

Explanaiion III . — Suspension of enjoy 
a contract between the dominant and serviei 
interruption within the meaning of this seciior 

Explanaiion IV . — In the case of an ease 
the said period of twenty years begins when t 
judices perceptibly the servient heritage. 

When the property over which a right 
section belongs to Government, this section si 
the words “ twenty years,” the words ‘* si. 
Stituled. 

lllwtrations. 

(a.) A suit is brought in 1883 for obstruct 
defendant admits the obstruction, but denies tl 
plaintiff proves that the right was peaceably an 
claiming title thereto, as an easement and as of rig 
from ist January 1862 to ist January 1882 ; ' 
judgment. 

(6.) In a like suit the plaintiff shows that th 
openly enjoyed by him for twenty years. The de 
a year of that time, the plaintiff was entitled to 
heritage as lessee thereof, and enjoyed the right 
shall be dismissed, for the right of way has not 
ment” for twenty years. 

(c.) In a like suit the plaintiff shows that tl 
openly enjoyed by him for twenty years T‘ie d 
plaintiff, on one occasion during the twenty y 
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user was not of right, and asked his leave to enjoy the right. The suit 
shall be dismissed, for the right of way has not been enjoyed “ as of right ” 
for twenty years. 

18. Provided that, when any land uDon, over, or from which 
Exclusion in favour of re- any easement has been enjoyed or deriv- 
versioner of servient heritage, ed, has been held under, Of by virtue of, 
any interest for life, or any term of years exceeding three years from 
the granting thereof, the time of the enjoyment of such easement 
during the continuance of such interest or term shall be excluded 
in the computation of the said last-mentioned period of twenty 
years, in case the claim is, within three years next after the deter- 
mination of such interest or term, resisted by the person entitled, on 
such determination, to the said land. 

Illustration, 

A sues for a declaration that he is entitled to a right of way over B’s 
land. A proves that he has enjoyed the right for twenty-five years ; but 
B shows that, during ten of these years. C had a life-interest in the land ; 
that, on C’s death, B became entitled to the land, and that, within two years 
after C's death, he contested A’s claim to the right. The suit must be 
dismissed, as A, with reference to the provisions of this section, has only 
proved enjoyment for fifteen years, 

17. Easements acquired under section 15 are said to be ac- 
Rights which cannot be quired by prescription, and are called 
acquired by prescription. prescriptive lights. 

None of the following rights can be so acquired : — 

(а) a right which would tend to the total destruction of the 
subject of the right or the property on which, if the acquisition were 
made, liability would be imposed ; 

(б) a right to the free passage of light or air to an open space 
of ground ; 

(c) a right to surface-water not flowing in a stream, and not- 
permanently collected in a pool, tank, or otherwise ; 

(d) a right to underground water not passing in a defined 
channel. 

18. An easement may be acquired in virtue of a local custom. 

• Customary easements. - easements are Called custopaary 

■ easements. , 
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Itlustraiions^ 

(a.) By the custom o£ a certain village every cultivator of village-land 
is entitledi as such, to graze his cattle on the common pasture. A, having 
become the tenant of a plot of uncultivated land in the village, breaks up 
and cultivates that plot ; He thereby acquires an easement to graze his 
cattle in accordance with the custom. 

tb.) By the custom of a certain town no owner or occupier of a house 
can open a new window therein so as substantially to invade his neigh- 
bour's privacy. A builds a house in the town near B's house. A thereupon 
acquires an easement that B shall not open new windows in his house so 
as^to command a view of the portions of A's house which are ordinarily 
excluded from observation, and B acquires a like easement with respect 
to A's house. 

19. Where the dominant heritage is transferred, or devolves 
Transfer o£ dominant heri- by act of parties, or by operation of law, 
tage passes easement. the transfer or devolution shall, unless 

a contrary intention appears, be deemed to pass the easement to 
the person in whose favour the transfer or devolution takes place. 

Illustration. 

A has certain land to which a right of way is annexed. A lets the 
land to B for twenty years. The right of way vests in B and his legal 
representatives so long as the lease continues. 


CHAPTER HI. 

The Incidents of Easements. 

20. The rules contained in this Chapter are controlled by 
Rules controlled by con- any contract between the dominant and 

tract or title. Servient owners relating to the servient 

heritage, and by the provisions of the instrument or decree (if any) 
by which the easement referred to was imposed. 

And when any incident of any customary easement is incon- 
Incidents of customary sistent with such rules, nothing in this 
easements. Chapter shall affect such incident. 

21. An easement must not be used for any purpose not con- 
Bar to use unconnected nected with the enjoyment of the domi- 

with enjoyment. nant heritage. 

Jllustraiions* 

(a.) A, as owner of a farm Y, has a right of way over B’s land to Y« 
Lying beyond Y, A has another farm Z, the beneficial enjoyment of which 
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is not necessary for the beneficial enjoyment of Y. He must not use the 
easement for the purpose of passing to and from Z* 

(6.) A, as owner of a certain house, has a right of way to and from it. 
For the purpose of passing to and from the house, the right may be used, 
not only by A, but by the members of his family, his guests, lodgers, set-* 
vants, workmen, visitors, and customers ; for this is a purpose connected! 
with the enjoyment of the dominant heritage. So. if A lets the house, he 
may use the right of way for the purpose of collecting the rent and seeing 
thac the house is kept in repair. 


Exercise of easement. 


22. The dominant owner must exercise his right in the mode 

which is least onerous to the servient 
owner; and when the exercise of an 
easement can, without detriment to the dominant owner, be con- 
Confinement of exercise of fined to a determinate part of the servient 
easement. heritage, such exetcise shall, at the re- 

quest of the servient owner, be so confined. 


Illustrations^ 

(a.) A has a right of way over B's field. A must enter the way at 
either end, and not at any intermediate point, 

(6.) A has a right annexed to his house to cut thatching grass in B's 
swamp. A, when exercising his easement, must cut the grass so that the 
plants may not be destroyed. 

23 . Subject to the provisions of section 22, the dominant 
Right to alter mode of en- owner may, from time to time, alter the 
ioyment. mode and place of enjoying the ease- 

ment, provided that he does not thereby impose any additional 
burden on the servient heritage. 

Exception , — ^The dominant owner of a right of way cannot 
varv his line of passage at pleasure, even though he does not there- 
by impose any additional burden on the servient heritage. 


Illustrations. 

(fl.) A, the owner of a saw-mill, has a right to a flow of water sufficient 
to work the mill : He may convert the saw-mill into a corn-mill, provided 
that it can be worked by the same amount of water, 

{b ) A has a right to discharge on B*s land the rain-water from the 
eaves of A's house : This does not entitle A to advance his eaves if, by 
so doing, he imposes a greater burden on B*s land. 

A, as the owner of a paper-mill, acquires a right to pollute a stream 
by pouring in the refuse-liquor produced by making in the mill paper from 
rags ; He may pollute the stream by pouring in similar liquor produced by 
making in the mill paper by a new process from bamboos, provided that he 
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does not substantially increase the amount, or injoufiously change the- 
nature, of the pollution* 

(rf.) A, a riparian owner, acquires, as against the lower riparian owners, 
a prescriptive right to pollute a stream by throwing saw-dust into it : This* 
does not entitle A to pollute the stream by discharging into it poisonous 
liquor. 

24. The dominant owner is enliiled, as against the servient 
Right to do acts to secure Owner, to do all acts necessary to secure 

enjoyment. the full enjoyment of the easement; but 

sucii acts must be done at such time and in such manner as, with- 
out detriment to the dominant owner, to cause the servient owner 
as little inconvenience as possible ; and the dominant owner must 
repair, as far as practicable, the damage (if anyj caused by the act 
to the servient heritage. 

. , Rights to do acts necessary to secure 

Accessory ng ts. enjoyment of an easement are 

called accessory rights. 

Illusiraiions» 

(a.) A has an easement to lay pipes in B's land to convey water to A^s* 
cistern : A may enter and dig the land in order to mend the pipes, but he 
must restore the surface to its original state* 

(60 A has an easement of a drain through B*s land. The sewer with 
which the drain communicates is altered : A may enter upon B’s land and 
alter the drain to adapt it to the new sewer, provided that he does not 
thereby impose any additional burden on B's land. 

(o.) A, as owner of a certain house, has a right of way over B’s land. 
The way is out of repair, or a tree is blown down and falls across it : A 
may enter on B’s land, and repair the way, or remove the tree from it. 

{d ) A, as owner of a certain field, has a right of way over B’s land. 
B renders the way impassable ; A may deviate from the way, and pass 
over the adjoining land of B, provided that the deviation is reasonable. 

{e ) A, as owner of a certain house, has a right of way over B’s field t 
A may remove rocks to make the way. 

(/,) A has an easement of support from B’s wall. The wall gives way; 
A may enter upon B's land, and repair the wall. 

(^•) A has an easement to have his land flooded by means of a dam in 
B's stream. The dam is half swept away by an inundation : A may enter 
upon B's land, and repair the dam. 

25. The expenses incurred in constructing works, or making 

Liability for expenses repairs, or doing any Other act necessary 
necessary for preservation of for the use or preservation of an ease- 
easement. ment, must be defrayed by the dominant 

owner. 
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23. Where an easement 5s enjoyed by means of an artificial 
c j frnm woik, the domjnant owner is liable to 
make compensation for any damage to 
the servient heritage ^trising from the want of repair of such work, 

27* Xhe servient owner is not bound to do anything for the 

S„,i»t own„ not bound oS 

to do anything’# is entitled, as against the dominant 

owner, to use the servient heritage in any way consistent with the 
enjoyment of the easement ; but he must not do any act tending tQ 
^restrict the easement, or to render its exercise less convenient. 


Illustrations* 

(a.) A, as owner of a house, has a right to lead water, and send 
-sewaee throu^^h B^s land : B is not bound, as servient owner, to clear 
the watercourse, or scour the sewer. 

(b.) A grants a right of way through his land to B as owner of a 
field* A may feed hi^ cattle on grass growing on the way, provided 
that B*s right of way is not thereby obstructed : but he must not build 
a wall at the end of his land so as to prevent B from going beyond 
it, ,nor must he narrow the way so as to render the exercise of the right 
less easy than it was at the date of the grant* 

A, in respect of his house, is entitled to an easement of sup- 
port from B^s wall: B is not bound, as servient owner, to keep the 
Wall standing and in repair. But he must not pull down or weaken 
the wall so as to make it incapable of rendering the necessary support. 

{d.) A, in respect of his mill, is entitled to a watercourse through B's 
land : B must not drive stakes so as to obstruct the watercourse, 

(e.) A, in respect of his house is entitlnd to a certain quantity of light 
passing over B*s land ; B must not plant trees so as to obstruct the passage 
to A’s v/indows of that quantity of light* 


28. With respect to the extent of easements and the mode of 
Extent of easements. enjoyment, the following provisions 

shall talfp* pttAr'f - 


An easement of necessity is co-extensive with the necessity as 

Easement of necessity. easement waS 

^ imposed. 

The extent of any other easement and the mode of its enjoy- 

Othcr easements. ‘0 the 

probable intention of the parties and the 

purpose for which the right was imposed or acquired. 

Act V., x882.~3. 
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In the absence of evidence as to such intention and purpose— 

(a) a right of way of any one kind 
does not include a right of way of any 
Other kind ; 


Right of way. 


(3) the extent of a right to the passage of light or air to a 
Right to light or air ac- Certain window, door, or oiner opening, 
quired by grant. imposed by a testamentary or non-tes- 

tamentary instrument, is the quantity of light or air that entered 
the opening at the time the testator died, or the non-testamentary 
instrument was made : 


(f) the extent of a prescriptive right to the passage of light or 
Prescriptive right to light air to a Certain window, door, or other 
or air. opening is that quantity of light or air 

which has been^accustomed to enter that opening during the whole 
of the prescriptive period irrespectively of the purposes for which it 
has been used : 

(t/j the extent of a prescriptive right to pollute air or water is 
Prescriptive right to pollute the extent of the pollution at the com* 
air and water. mencement of the period of user on 

completion of which the right arose ; and 

((f) the extent of every other prescriptive right and the mode of 

Other prescriptive rights. 'ff cW^ent must be determined by 

the accustomed user of the right. 


29. The dominant owner cannot, by merely altering or 

adding to the dominant heritage, sub- 


Increase of easement. 


stantially increase an easement. 


Where an easement has been granted or bequeathed, so that 
its extent shall be proportionate to the extent of the dominant 
heritage, if the dominant heritage is increased by alluvion, the 
easement is proportionately increased ; and if the dominant heritage 
is diminished by diluvion, the easement is proportionately dimi- 
nished : 


Save as aforesaid, no easement is affected by any change in 
the extent of the dominant or the servient heritage. 


IUu$trations, 

(a.) A, the owner of a mill, has acquired a prescriptive right to 
divert to his mill part of the water of a stream. A alters the machinery 
of his mill : He cannot thereby increase his right to divert water. 
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(S.) A has acquired an .easement to pollute a stream by carrying 
on a manufacture on its banks, by which a certain quantity of foul 
matter is discharged into it. A extends his works, and thereby in- 
creases the quintitv discharged : He is responsible to the lower riparian 
owners for injury done by such increase. 

(r.) A as the owner of a farm, has a right to take, for the purpose of 
manuring his farm, leaves which have fallen from the trees on B’s land. 

A buys a field, and unites it to his farm : A is not thereby entitled to take 
leaves to manure this field. 

30. Wnere a dominant heritage is divided between two or 
Partition of dominant her- more persons, the easement becomes 
itage. annexed to each of the shares, but not 

so as to increase substantially the burden on the servient heritage: 
provided that such annexation is consistent with the terms of the 
‘instrument, decree, or revenue- proceeding (if any) under which the 
division was made, and, in the case of prescriptive rights, with the 
user during the prescriptive period. 

Illustrations* 

{a,) A house, to which a right of way by a particular path is annexed, 
is divided into tvvo parts, one of which is granted to A, the other to 
Each is entitled, in respect of his part, to a right of way by the same path* 

(6.) A house, to which is annexed the right of drawing water from a 
well to the extent of fifty buckets a day, is divided into two distinct 
heritages, one of which is granted to A* the other to B. A and B are each 
entitled, in respect of his heritage, to draw from the well fifty buckets a 
day ; but the amount drawn by both must not exceed fifty buckets a day, 

(^:.) A, having, in respect of his house, an easement of light, divides 
the house into three distinct heritages ; Each of these continues to have 
'the right to have its windows unobstructed. 

31. In the case of excessive user of an easement, the servient 
Obstruction in case of ex- Owner may, without prejudice to any 
cessive user* Other remedies to which he may be 

entitled, obstruct the user, but only on the servient heritage : pro- 
vided that such user cannot be obstructed when the obstruction 
would interfere with the lawful enjoyment of the easement. 

Illustration* 

A, haying a right to the free passage over B*s land of light to four 
windows six feet by four, increases their size and number. It is impossible 
to obstruct the passage of light to the new windows without also obstruct- 
ing the passage of light to the ancient windows ; B cannot obstruct the 
excessive user. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Disturbance of Easements. 

32. The owner or occupier of the dominant heritage- 
Right to enjoyment without entitled to enjoy the easement 

disturbance. without disturbance by any other 

person. 

JUustraiion, 

A, as owner of a house, has a right of way over B’s land. C unlaw- 
fully enters on B's land, and obstructs A in his right of way; A may 
sue C for compensation, not for the entry, but for the obstruction. 

33. The owner of any interest in the dominant heritage, or 
Suit for disturbance of the occupier of such heritage, may iustk 

casement. tute a suit for compensation for the- 

disturbance of the easement, or of any right accessory thereto, 
provided that the disturbance has actually caused substantial 
damage to the plaintiff. 

Explanation I . — The doing of any act likely to injure^ 
the plaintiff by affecting the evidence of the easement, or by 
materially diminishing the value of the dominant heritage, is 
substantial damage within the meaning of this section and 
section 34 - 

Explanation II . — Where the easement disturbed is a right 
to the free passage of light passing to the openings in a house, 
no damage is substantial within the meaning of this section unless- 
it falls within the First Explanation, or interferes materially with 
the physical comfort of the plaintiff, or prevents him from carrying 
on his accustomed business in the dominant heritage as beneficially 
as he had done previous to instituting the suit. 

Explanation 111 . — Where the easement disturbed is a right. 
to the free passage of air to the openings in a house, damage is- 
substantial within the meaning of this section if it interferes- 
materially with the physical comfort of the plaintiff, though it is- 
mot injurious to his health. 


Illustrations. 

fa.) A places a permanent obstruction in a path over which B. astena^ 
of C’s house, has a right of way: This is substantial damage to C, for it 
may affect the evidence of his reversionary right to the easement. 
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( 5 .) A, as owner of a house, has a right to walk along one side of B’s 
house. B builds a verandah overhanging the way about ten feet from the- 
ground, and so as not to occasion any inconvenience to foot-passengersi 
sssing the way t This is not substantial damage to A. 

34. The removal of the means of support to which a dominant 
When cause of a ction arises owner is entilied does not give ri,se to 

for removal of sup port. a. right to recover compensation unless 

and until sufascanti al damage is actually sustained. 

35. Subject to (he provisions of the Specific Relief Act, iSyy,* 
Injunc tion to restrain dis- sections 52 to S7 (both inclusive), an in- 

•turbance. junction may be granted to restrain the 

disturba nee of an easement — 

(a) if the easement is actually disturbed — when compensation 
•for such disturbance might be recovered under this Chapter: 

(3) if the disturbance is only threatened or intended — when 
the act threatened or intended must necessarily, if performed, 
■disturb the easement. 

36. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 24 , the dominant 
Abatement of obstruction owner cannot himself abate a wrongful 
of easement. obstruction of an easement. 


CH AFTER V. 

The E xTiNCTioN, Suspension, and Revival of Easements. 

37. When, from a cause which preceded the imposition of 
Extinction by diss olution of an easement, the person by whom it was 
right of servient owner. imposed ceases to have any right in the 

servient heritage, the easement is extinguished. 

Exception , — Nothing in this section applies to an easement 
lawfully imposed by a mortgagor in accordance with section 10 . 

Illusiraiiofis. 

(a.) A transfers Suit anpur to B on condition that he does not marry 
C. B Imposes an easement on Sultanpur. Then B marries C : B*s in- 
tcrest in Sultanpur ends, and with it the easement is extinguished. 

( 3 .) A, in 1S60, lets Sultanpur to B for thirty years from the date of 
the lease, B, in 1861, imposes an easement on the land in favour of C 
who enjoys the easement peaceably and openly as an easement without in-^ 
terruptlon for twentymine years : B*s interest in Sultanpur then ends and 
With it Ds easement. * 


.A 
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(c.) A and B, tenants of C, have permanent transferable interest in 
their respective holdings. A imposea on his holding an easement to drav/ 
water from a tank for the purpose of Irrigating B’s land. B enjoys the 
easement for twenty years. Then A’s rent falls into arrear, and his interest 
is sold ; B's easement is e.\tinguished. 

(d) A mortgages Sultanpur to B, and lawfully imposes an easement 
on the land in favour of C in accordance with the provisions of section lo. 
The land is sold to D in satisfaction of the mortgage'debt : The easement 
is not thereby extinguished, 

38. An easement is extinguished when the dominant owner 
releases it, expressly or impliedly, to the 

Extinction by release. 

servient owner. 

Such release can be made only in the circumstances and to 
the exient in and to which, the dominant owner can alienate the 
dominant heritage. 

An easement may be released as to part only of the servient 
heritage. 

Explanation 1. — An easement is impliedly released — 

(a) where the dominant owner expressly authorizes an act of 
a permanent nature to be done on the servient heritage, the neces- 
sary consequence of which is to prevent his future enjoyment of the 
easement, and such act is done in pursuance of such authority ; 

{b) where any permanent alteration is made in the dominant 
heritage of such a nature as to show that the dominant owner in- 
tended to cease to enjoy the easement in future. 

Explanaiio7t II. — Mere non-user of an easement is not an 
implied release within the meaning of this section. 

Illust rations, 

[a,) A, B, and C are co-owners of a house to which an easement is 
annexed. A, without the consent of B and C, releases the easement : This 
release is effectual only as against A and his legal representative. 

(6.) A grants B an easement over A^s land for the beneficial enjoyment 
of his house. B assigns the house to C B then purports to release the 
easement z The release is ineffectual. 

(c.) A, having the right to discharge his eaves-droppings into B^syard, 
expressly authorizes B to build over this yard to a height which will in- 
terfere with the discharge. B builds accordingly ; A's easement is ex- 
•tinguished to the extent of the 'interference. 

Id) A, having an easement of light to a window, builds up that window 
with bricks and mortar so as to manifest an intention to abandon the eases 
ment permanently ; The easement is impliedly released. 
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(e.) A, having a projecting roof by means of which he enjoys an ease* 
ment to discharge ewes-dr ippings on B’s land, permanently alters the 
roof, so as to direct the rain-water into a different channel, and discharges 
it on C’s land 5 The easement is impliedly' released. 


39 . An easement is extinguished when the servient owner, in 

^ . exercise of a power reserved in this be- 

Exlmcfon oy revocation. easement. 


40. An easement is extinguished where it has been imposed 

Extinction on exniration of ^ acquired On COD- 


limited period or happening 
of dissolving condition 


dition that it shall become void on the 
performance or non-performance of a 
specified act, and the period expires, or the condition is fulfilled. 

41. An easement of necessity s 
extinguished when the necessity comes 
to an end. 


Extinction 
of necessity. 


on termination 


lllusifatio7t^ 

A grants B a field inaccessible except by passing over A^s adjoining 
land. B afterwards purchases a part of that land over which he can pass 
to his field ; The right of way over A’s land which B had acquired is ex- 
tinguished. 

42. An easement is extinguished when it becomes incapable 
Extinction of useless ease- of being at any time, and under any cir- 

ment. cumstances, beneficial to the dominant 

owner. 

43. Where, by any permanent change in the dominant herit- 
Extinction by permanent ^ge, the burden On the servient heritage 

change m dominant heritage, is materially increased, and cannot be 
reduced by the servient owner without interfering with the lawful 
enjoyment of the easement, the easement is extinguished, unless — 

(a) it was intended for the beneficial enjoyment of the domi- 
nant heritage, to whatever extent the easement should be used ; or 

(^) the injury caused to the servient owner by the change is . 
so slight that no reasonable person would complain of it ; or 

(c) the easement is an easement of necessity. 

Nothing in this section shall be deemed to apply to an ease- 
ment entitling the dominant owner to support of the dominant ‘ 
heritage. 



24 


EASEMENTS. 


[Act V, 


44. An easement is extinguished ^hete the servient heritage 

Extinction on permanent by Superior force. SO permanently 
alteration o£ servient heritage altered that the dominant owner can no 
by superior force. longer enjoy such easement : 

Provided that, where a way of necessity is destroyed by su- 
perior force, the dominant owner has a right to another way over 
the servient heritage, and the provisions of section 14 apply to such 
way. 

Jlhisiraiions. 

{a.) A grants to B. as the owner of a certain house, a right to fish in 
a river running through A’s land. The river changes its course perman- 
ently, and runs through C’s land ; B's easement is extinguished. 

(b.) Access to a path over which A has a right of way is permanently- 
cut off by an earthquake ; A’s right is extinguished. 

Extinction by destruction 45. An easement is extinguished 

of either heritage. when either the dominant or the servient 

heritage is completely destroyed. 


llhtsiraiion. 

A has a right of way over a road running along the foot of a sea-cliff. 
The road is washed away by a permanent encroachment of the sea s A’s 
easement is extinguished. 

46. An easement is extinguished when the same person be- 
Extinction by unity of comes entitled to the absolute owner- 
ownership. ship of the whole of the dominant and 

servient heritages. 

Illustrations* 

(a») A, as the owner of a house, has a right of way over B's field. A 
mortgages his house, and B mortgages his field, to C. Then C forecloses 
both mortgages, and becomes thereby absolute owner of both house and 
field ; The right of way is extinguished. 

(6.) The dominant owner acquires only part of the servient heritage: 
The easement is not extinguished except in the case illustrated in section 

(^.) The servient owner acquires the dominant heritage in connection 
with a third person ; The easement is not extinguished. 

(d,) The separate owners of two separate dominant heritages jointly 
acquire the heritage which is servient to the two separate heritages : The 
easements are not extinguished. 

{e,) The joint owners of the dominant heritage jointly acquire the ser- 
vient heritage : The easement is extinguished. 
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{f.) A single right of way exists over two servient heritages for the 
beneficial enjoyment of a single dominant heritage. The dominant owner 
acquires one only of the servient heritages : The easement is not extin- 
guished. 

(g-.) A has a right of ,way over B’s road. B dedicates the road to the 
public ; A’s right of way is not extinguished. 

47 . A continuous easement is extinguished when it totally 
Extinction by non-enjoy- ceases to be enjoyed as such for an 
ment. unbroken period of twenty years. 

A discontinuous easement is extinguished when, for a like 
period, it has not been enjoyed as such. 

Such period shall be reckoned, in the case of a continuous 
easement, from the day on which its enjoyment was obstructed by 
the servient owner, or rendered impossible by the dominant owner, 
and. in the case of a discontinuous easement, from the day on, 
which it was last enjoyed by any person as dominant owner : 

Provided that, if, in the case of a discontinuous easement, the 
dominant owner, within such period, registers, under the Indian 
Registration Act, i?77, a declaration of his intention to retain such 
easement, it shall not be extinguished until a period of twenty years 
has elapsed from the date of the registration. 

Where an easement can be legally enjoyed only at a certain 
■place, or at certain times, or between certain hours or for a parti- 
ocular purpose, its enjoyment during the said period at another 
place, or at other times, or between other hours, or for another 
purpose, does not prevent its extinction under this section. 

The circumstance, that, during the said period, no one was in 
possession of the servient heritage, or that the easement could not 
be enjoyed, or that a right accessory thereto was enjoyed, or that 
the dominant owner was not aware of its existence, or that he en- 
joyed it in ignorance of his right to do so, does not prevent its 
extinction under this section. 

An easement is not extinguished under this section — 

(a) where the cessation is in pursuance of a contract between 
the dominant and servient owners ; 

' (3) where the dominant heritage is held in co-ownership, and 

one of the co-owners enjoys the easement within the said period, or 

(f) where the easement is a necessary easement. 

Where several heritages are respectively subject to rights of 
'Way for the benefit of a single heritage, and the ways' are continu- 
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ous, such rights shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed 
to be a single easement. 


Illustration. 

A has, as annexed to his house, rights of way from the high road 
thither over the heritages X and Z and the intervening heritage Y. Before 
the twenty years expire, A exercises his right of way over X ; His rights 
of way over Y and Z are not extinguished. 

48. When an easement is extinguished, the rights (if any) 
Extinction of accessory accessory thereto are also extinguished, 
rights. 


Illustration^ 

A has an easement to draw water from B's vveli. As accessory thereto 
he has a right of way over B’s land to and from the well. The easement to 
draw water is extinguished under section 47 : The right of way is also 
extinguished. 

49. An easement is suspended when the dominant owner 

„ . £ . becomes entitled to possession of the 

Suspension of easement. for a limited interest 

therein, or when the servient owner becomes entitled to possession 
of the dominant heritage for a limited interest therein. 

50. The servient owner has no right to require that an ease* 
Servient owner not entitled ^ent be continued ; and, notwithstand- 

to require continuance, ing the provisions of Section 2 5, he is not 

entitled to compensation for damage caused to the servient heri- 
tage in consequence of the extinguishment or suspension of the 
easement, if the dominant owner has given to the servient owner 
^ such notice as will enable him, without unreasonable expense, 
•4 to protect the servient heritage from such damage. 

Y 

Where such notice has not been given, the servient owner is 

Compensation for damage entitled to compensation for damage 
caused by extinguishment. caused to the servient heritage in conse- 
quence of such extinguishment or suspension. 

Illustration. 

A, in exercise of an easement, diverts to his canal the water 
stream. The diversion continues for many years, and during that tim 
the bed of the stream partly fills up. A then abandons his easement, an 
restores the stream to its ancient course. B’s land is consequently tloo 
B sues A for compensation for the damage caused by the 
proved that A gave B a month’s notice of his intention to abanaon ^ 
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casement, and that such notice was sufficient to enable B, without un- 
reasonable expense, to have prevented the damage 5 The suit must be 
dismissed. 


51 . An easement extinguished under section 45 revives (a) 
„ . , , when the destroyed heritage is, before 

Revwalof easements. twenty years have expired, restored by 

the deposit alluvion ; (^) when tiie destroyed heritage is a servient 
building, and, before twenty years have expired, such building is 
rebuilt upon the same site; and (c) when the destroyed heritage is a 
dominant building, and, before twenty years have expired, such 
building is rebuilt upon the same site, and in such a manner as not 
to impose a greater burden on the servient heritage. 


An easement extinguished under section 46 revives when the 
grant or bequest by which the unity of ownership was produced is 
set aside by the decree of a competent Court. A necessary ease- 
ment extinguished under the same section revives when the unity 
of ownership ceases from any other cause. 

A suspended easement revives if the cause of suspension is 
removed before the right is extinguished under section 47. 


Illustration, 


A, as the absolute owner of field Y, has a right of way thither over 
B’s field Z, A obtains from B a lease of Z for twenty years. The ease* 
ment is suspended so long as A remains lessee of Z But, when A assigns 
the lease to C, or surrenders it to B, the right of way revives. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Licenses. 

52 . Where one person grams to another, or to a definite 

“License” defined. persons, a right tO do 

or continue to do, in or upon the im- 
moveable property of the grantor, something which would, in the 
absence of such right, be unlawful, and such right does not 
amount to an easement or an interest in the property, the right is- 
called a license. 


53 . A license may be granted by any one in the circum- 
yjj, ^ ,. stances, and to the extent, in and to 

which, he may transfer his interests’ 
the property affected by the license. 
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54. The grant of a license may be express or implied from 
Grant may be express or the conduct of the grantor, and an 

implied. agreement which purports to create an 

easement, but is ineffectual for that purpose, may operate to create 
a license. 

55. All licenses necessary for the enjoyment of any interest, 
Accessory licenses annexed or the exercise of any right, are implied 

•by law. in the constitution of such interest or 

right. Such licenses are called accessory licenses. 


Illustration* 

A sells the trees growing on his land to B : B is entitled to go on the 
Jand, and take away the trees. 

56. Unless a different intention is expressed or necessarily 
^ implied, a license to attend a place of 

public entertainment may be transferred 
by the licensee ; but, save as aforesaid, a license cannot be transfer* 
red by the licensee, or exercised by his servants or agents. 


Illustrations. 

(a,) A grants B a right to walk over A's field whenever he pleases. 
The right is no: annexed to any immoveable property of B ; The right 
cannot be transferred. 

The Government grant B a license to erect and use temporary 
grain-sheds on Government land. In the absence of express provision 
to the contrary, B’s servants may enter on the land for the purpose of 
erecting sheds, erect the same, deposit grain therein, and remove grain 
therefrom. 

57. The grantor of a license is bound to disclose to the licensee 
Grantor's duty to disclose any defect in the property affected by 

defects. the license likely to be dangerous to 

the person or property of the licensee, of which the grantor is, and 
the licensee is not, aware . 

58. The grantor of a license is bound not to do anything 
Grantor’s duty not to ren- lively to render the property affected 

der property unsafe. by the license dangerous to the person 

or property of the licensee. 

59. When the grantor of the license transfers the property 
Grantor’s transferree not affected threby, the transferee is no > 

bound by license. as such, bound by the license. 
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60. A license may be revoked by 

License when revocable. ^ grantor, unless— 

(a) it is coupled with a tran sfer of property, and such transfer 
is in force : i 

(5) the licensee, acting upon the license, has executed a work, 
of a permanent character, and incurred expenses in the execution. 

Revocation, express or 61. The revocation of a license' 

implied. may be express or implied. 

Illustrations. 

[a.) A, the owner of a field, grants a license to B to use a path acrosa- 
it. A, with intent to revoke the license, locks a gate across the path : The 
license is revoked. 

(6.) A, the owner of a field, grants a license to B to stack hay on the 
field. A lets or sells the field to C : The license is revoked. 

License when deemed re- 62. A liccnsc is deemed tO bc 

Yoked. revoked — 

(a) when, from a cause preceding the grant of it, the grantor 
ceases to have any interest in the property affected by the license : 

{b) when the licensee releases it, expressly or impliedly, to the 
grantor or his representative : 

(r:) where it has been granted for a limited period, or acquired 
on condition that it shall become void on the performan ce or non- 
performance of a specified act, and the period expires, or the 
condition is fulfilled : 

id) where the property affected by the license is destroyed, 
or by superior force so permanently altered that the licensee can 
no longer exercise his right : 

(«) where the licensee becomes entitled to the absolute owner- 
ship of the property affected by the license ; 

(/) where the license is granted for specified purpose, and 
the purpose is attained or abandoned, or becomes impracticable ; 

ig) where the license is granted to the licensee as holding a 
particular oflSce, employment, or character and such office, employ- 
ment, or character ceases to exist : 

(b) where the license totally ceases to be used as such for an 
unbroken period of twenty years, and such cessation is not in 
pursuance of a contract between the grantor and tne licensee : 
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(0 in the case of an accessory license, when ihe interest or 
right to which it is accessory ceases to exist. 

63. Where a license is revoked, the licensee is entitled to a 
Licensee’s rights on revo” reasonable time to leave the property 

cation. affected thereby, and to remove any 

goods which he has been allowed to place on such property. 

64. Where a license has been granted for a consideration. 
Licensee’s rights on evic- ^nd the licensee, without any fault of his 

tion. own, is evicted by the grantor before be 

has fully enjoyed, under the license, the right for which he con- 
tracted, he is entitled to recover compensation from the grantor. 
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writing used to refresh memory, 

162. Production of documents. 

Translation of documents. 

163. Giving, as evidence, of docu- 

ment called for and produced 
on notice. 

364. Using, as evidence, of document 
production of which was re- 
fused on notice. 


Sectio.ns. 

105. Judge^s power to put questions^ 
or order production. 

166, Power of jury or assessors to 
put questions. 


CHAPTER XL 

O? Improper Admission and 
Rejection of Evidence. 

167. No new trial for improper ad- 
mi3>ioa or rejection of evi- 
dence. 


SCHEDULE; 
Enactments repealbd- 
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TP IKDIU MIDENCE ACT, (NO. 1. OF 1872).* 

(Received G.-G.’s Assent on the 15TH March 1872.) 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate, define, and amend 

the Law of Evidence ; It is hereby en- 
acted as follows : — 

PART I. 

Relevanc}' or Facts. 


Preamble- 


CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary. 

1. This Act may be called “ The Indian Evidence Act, 

1872:” 


Short title : 


Extent 


It extends to the whole of British India, and applies. 

to all judicial proceedings in or be- 
fore any Court, including Courts-mar- 


* For the Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gazette of India, 
i868, p. 1574; for the Draft or Preliminary Report of the Select Committee 
dated 31st March 1871, see ibid, 1871, Pt. V., p. 273, and for the Second 
Report of the Select Committee dated the 30th January 1872, see ibid, 
1872, Pt. V., p, 34; for Discussions in Council, see ibid, i868, Supplement,^ 
pp. io6o and 1209; ibid, 1871, Extra Supplement, p. 42, and Supplement, 
p. 1641, and ibid, 1872, pp, 136 and 230. 

Act 1. of 1872 has been declared in force in Upper Burma generally 
except the Shan States (with an addition) by Act XIII, of 1898, s. 4 ; in 
the Hill District of Arakan by the Arakan Hill District Laws Regulation 
(IX. of 1874), s, 3 ; in British Baluchistan, 'by the British Baluchistan Laws 
Regulation (I. of 1890), s. 3 ; in the Santhal Parganas, by the Santhal 
Parganas Settlement Regulation (III. of 1872), as amended by Reg. III. 
of ^ 1899, s. 3 ; in Angul and the Khondmals, by the Angul District Regu- 
lation ( 1 . of 1894). s. 3 ; in the Kachin HilLtracts, as regards Hill-tribes, 
by the Kachin Hill District Regulation (I. of 1895), s. 3 ; in the Chin 
Hills, as regards Hill-tribes, by the Chin Hills Regulation (V. of 
1896), s. 3 ; and in the Chittagong Hill-tracts by Regulation L of 
1900, s. 4; also, by notification under s. 3 (a) of the Scheduled Districts 
Act (XIV. of 1874), in the following Scheduled Districts, namely : The 
Districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga and Manbhum, and Pargana Dalbhum, 
^d the Kolhan in the District of Singhbhum (see Gazette of India, l88i, 
Pt. I., p. 504) j ^nd in the North-Western Provinces Tarai (see ibid, 18764 
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but not to affidavits^* piesented to any Court or officer, nor to 
proceedings before an arbitrator : 

And it shall corne into force on the 
first day of September 1872. 

2 . On and from that day, the fol- 
lowing laws shall be repealed: — 

(1) all rules of evidence not contained in any Statute, Act, 
or Regulation in force in any part of British India : 

(3) all such rules, laws and regulations as have acquired 
the force of law under the twenty-fifth section of 
“The Indian Councils Act, in so far as 

they relate to any matter herein provided for ; and 

(3) the enactments mentioned in the Schedule hereto, to the 
extent specified in the third column of the said 
Schedule ; 


Commencement of Act. 


Repeal of enactments. 


But nothing herein contained shall be deemed to affect any 
provision of any Statute, Act, or Regulation in force in any part of 
British India, and not hereby expressly repealed. 


3. In this Act, the following words and expressions are used 
iDterpretation-dause. following senses unless a contrary • 


intention appears from the context : — 


Pt, I., 505). The District of Lohardaga included at this time the present 
District of Palamau, which was separated in 1S94. 

So much of this Act as relates to the General Clauses Act (I. of i 865 ) 
Was repealed by the General Clauses Act (X. of 1897). 

* But see the Army Act (Stat. 44 & 45 Viet, c, 58), s* 127, which is 
as follows : — 

A Court-martial under this Act shall not, as respects the conduct 
of its proceedings, or the reception or rejection of evidence, 
or as respects any other matter or thing whatsoever, be sub- 
ject to the provisions of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, or to 
any Act, law, or ordinance of any Legislature whatsoever 
other than the Parliament of the United Kingdom.” 

Act 1 , of 1872 is (subject to such modifications as the Governor-General 
in Council may direct) applicable to all proceedings before Indian Marine 
‘Courts . — See the Indian Marine Act (XIV, of 1887). s. 68. 

- t The Civil Procedure Code regulates matters to which affidavi^a^ 
confined . — See Act V. of 1908, ss. X39 and 14I, and rr. 1-3 of O. ^ 

(First Schedule). See also the Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V. or 
1898), s. 539, 


•of 1872.] 


EVroENCS. 


9 


“ Court ” includes all Judges* and Magistrates, f and ail per- 
sons, except arbitrators, legally author- 
ized to take evidence. 

“ Fact ” means and includes — 

(1) any thing, state of things, or relation of things capable of 
being perceived by the senses ; 

(2) any mental condition of which any person is conscious. 

Illustrations^ 

(a.) That there are certain objects arranged in a certain order in a 
certain place is a fact. 

{b,) That a man heard or saw something is a fact. 

(c.) That a man said certain words is a fact. 

(d,) That a man holds a certain opinion, has a certain intention, acts 
in good faith or fraudulently, or uses a particular word in a particular sense, 
or is or was, at a specified time, conscious of a particular sensation, is a fact. 

(^.) That a man has a certain reputation is a tact. 


Court- 

Fact.” 


One fact is said to be relevant to another when the one is 

connected with the other in any of the 
ways referred to in the provisions of 
this Act relating to the relevancy of facts. 


Relevant. 


The expression facts in issue means and includes any fact 
. . ,, from which, either by itself, or in con- 

acts m issue. nection with other facts, the existence, 

non-existence, nature, or extent of any right, liability, or disability, 
asserted or denied in any suit or proceeding, necessarily follows. 


Explanation. — Whenever, under the provisions of the LawJ for 
the time being in force relating to civil procedure, any Court re- 
cords an issue of fact, the fact to be asserted or denied in the 
answer to such issue is a fact in issue. § 


^ Cf. the Code of Civil Procedure (Act V. of 1908), s. 2 (^), the Indian 
Penal Code (Act XLV. of i860), s. 19, and, as to “ District Judge, ** the 
General Clauses Act (X. of 1897), s. 3 (^5). > 

t C 7 - the General Clauses Act (X. of 1897), s. 3 (j/), and the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (Act V. of 189S), s 3 (2). 

t See now the Code of Civil Procedure (Act V, of 1908). 

§ With reference to the settlement of issues, seo the Code of Civil 
Procedure (Act V. of 1908), O. XIV. (First Schedule), rr. 1*7 • • , 
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Ulnsiraiions* 

A is accused of the murder of B. 

At his trial the followini^ facts may be in issue ; — 
that A caused I 3 's death ; 
that A intended to cause B’s death ; 

that A had received grave and sudden provocation from B ; 

that A, at the time of doing the act which caused B's death, was, by 
reason of unsoundness of mind, incapable of knowing its 
nature. 


** Document means any matter expressed or described upon 
^ „ any substance by means of letters, figures 

ocumcn . marks, or by more than one of those^ 

means, intend ed to be used, or which may be used, for the purpose 
of recording that matter. 

Illusiraiions, 


A writing! is a document : 

Words printed, lithographed, or photographed are documents : 
A map or plan is a document ; 

An inscription on a metal plate or stone is a document : 

A carricaturc is a document. 


Evidence. 


** Evidence " means and includes — 


(1) all statements which the Court permits or requires to be 
made before it by witnesses in relation to matters of fact under 
enquiry : 

such statements are called oral evidence ; 

(2) all documents produced for the inspection of the Court : 
such documents are called documentary evidence. 

A fact is satd to be proved when, after considering the matters 
„ , ,, before it, the Court either believes it to* 

exist, or considers us existence so pro- 
bable that a prudent man ought, under the circumstances of, the 
particular case, to act upon the supposition that it exists. 

^ C/» s. 29 of the Indian Penal Code (Act XLV. of i860} and s. 3 (/6) 
of the General Clauses Act (X. of 1897). 

t C/, definition of written, s, 2, Act XIV. of 1S82 (the^ definition 
is not given in the present Code, Act V., 1908), and writing, ' s. 3 lS^)i 
the General Clauses Act (X. of 1S97), and of both in s. 21, the 
Stamp Act (I. of 1879), modified up to ist November 1895# as pubhshea 
fay the Legislative Department. c .oqq\ 

See also ** write ” in s. 4 of the Inventions and Designs Act (V. ot 1000}*- 



of 1872.] 


EVIDENCE. 




A fact is said to be disproved when, after considering the 
, . matters before it, the Court either be- 

isproved. lieves that it does not exist, or considers 

its non-existence so probable that a prudent man ought, under the 
circumstances of the particular case, to act upon the suppositioa 
that it does not exist. 


Not proved. ’’ 


A fact is said not to be proved" 
when it is neither proved nor disproved. 


provided by this Act that the Court may 
presume a fact, it may either regard 
such fact as proved unless and until it 
is disproved, or may call for proof of it. 

Whenever it is directed by this Act that the Court shall presume 
„ ,, a fact, it shall regard such fact as 

a presume. proved unless and until it is disproved. 

When one fact is declared by this Act to be conclusive proof, 
„ , . . of another, the Court shall, on proof of 

one usive proo . regard the other as proved,. 

and shall not allow evidence to be given tor the purpose of dis- 
proving it. 


4. Whenever it is 

' May presume. ” 


CHAPTER II. 

Of the Relevancy of Facts. 

5. Evidence may be given, in any suit or proceeding, of the- 
Evidence may be given of existence or non-existence of every fact 
facts in issue and relevant in issue, and of such Other facts as are 

heieinafter declared to be relevant, and 
of no others. 

/ 

Explanaiwn . — This section shall not enable any person to 
give evidence of a fact which he is disentitled to prove by any 
provision of the Law* for the time being in force relating to civiP 
procedure. 

Illustrations. 

{o.) A is tried for the murder of B by beating him with a club with 
the intention of causing his death ; 

At A’s trial, the following facts are in issue ; — 


* See now Act V. of 1908, 
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A*s beating B with the club ; 

A's causing B's death by such beating ; 

A*s intention to cause B’s death. 

(d») A suitor does not bring with him, and have in readiness for 
production at the first hearing of the case, a bond on which he relies. The 
section does not enable him to produce the bond or prove its contents at a 
subsequent stage of the proceedings, otherwise than in accordance with the 
conditions prescribed by the Code of Civil Procedure.^ 

6. F.icts which, though not in issue, are so connected with a 
Relevancy of facts forming fact issue as to form part of the same 
part of same transaction. transaction, are relevant, whether they 
occurred at the same time and place, or at different times and 
places. 

///us^ra^ians, 

(a.) A is accused of the murder of B by beating him. Whatever was 
said or done by A or B. or by the bystanders, at the beating, or so shortly 
before or after it, as to form part of the transaction, is a relevant fact. 

(A). A is accused of waging war against the Queen by taking part in 
an armed insurrection in which property is destroyed, troops are attacked, 
and gaols are broken open. The occurrence of these facts is relevant as 
forming part of the general transaction, though A may not have been 
present at all of them. 

(r.) A sues B for a libel contained in a letter forming part of a cor- 
respondence. Letters between the parties relating to the subject out of 
which the I.bel arose, and forming part of the correspondence in which it is 
contained, are relevant facts, though they do not contain the libel itself. 

(d,) The question is, whether certain goods ordered from B were 
delivered to A. The goods were delivered to several intermediate persons 
successively. Each delivery is a relevant fact. 

7* Facts which are the occasion, cause, or effect, immediate 
Facts which are occasion, or Otherwise of relevant facts or facts in 
cause, or effect of facts in issue, or which constitute the state of 

things under which they happened, or 
which afforded an opportunity for their occurrence or transaction, 
are relevant. 

Illustrations, 

(n:.) The question is, whether A robbed B : 

The fpctSy that, shortly before the robbery, B went to a fair with 
money in his possession, and that he showed it, or mentioned the fact that 
he had it*to third persons, are relevant, 


* See now Act V. of 1508. 
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(6.) The question is, whether A murdered B. 

Marks on the ground produced by a struggle at or near the place 
where the murder was committed are relevant facts. 

(c.) The question is, whether A poisoned B. 

The state of B.’s health before the symptoms ascribed to poison, and 
habits of B known to A, which afforded an opportunity for the administra- 
tion of poison, are relevant facts. 

Motive, preparation, and 8. Any fact is relevant wc.ich shows 

previous or subsequent con- or constitutes a motive or pieparation 
, for any fact in issue or relevant fact 

The conduct of any party, or of any agent to any party, to* 
any suit or proceeding, in reference to such suit or proceeding, or 
in reference to any fact in issue therein, or relevant thereto, and 
the conduct of any person, and offence against whom is the subject 
of any proceeding, is relevant, if such conduct influences, or is 
influenced by, any fact in issue or relevant fact, and whether it was 
previous or subsequent thereto. 

Explanation /, — The word “ conduct in this section does 
not include statements unless liiose statements accompany and 
explain acts other than statements ; but this explanation is not to 
affect the relevancy of statements under any other section of this Act. 

Explanation 2 . — When the conduct of any person is relevant, 
any statement made to him or in his presence and hearing, which 
affects such conduct, is relevant. 

Jllustr nitons » 

{a.) A is tried for the murder of B : 

The facts that A murdered C, that B knew that A had murdered C, 
and that B had tried to extort money from A by threatening to make his 
knowledge public, are relevant. 

(6.) A sues B upon a bond for the payment of money. B denies the 
making of the bond. 

The fact, that, at the time when the bond was alleged to be made, B 
required money tor a particular purpose, is relevant. 

(c.) A is tried for the murder of B by poison ; 

The fact, that, before the death of B, A procured poison similar to 
that which was administered to B, is relevant. 

(c?0 The question is, whether a certain document is the will of A : 

The facts, that, not long before the date of the alleged will, A made 
nquiry into matters to which' the provisions of the alleged will relate j that 
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he consulted vakils in reference to making the will, and that he caused drafts 
of other wills to be prepared, of which he did not approve, are relevant* 

(e.) A is accused of a crime : 

The facts, that, either before, or at the time of, or after, the alleged 
crime, A provided evidence which would tend to give to the facts of the 
case an appearance favourable to himself, or that he destroyed or concealed 
evidence, or prevented the presence, or procured the absence, of persons 
who mighc have been witnesses, or suborned persons to give false evidence 
respecting it, are relevant, 

(/.) The question is^ whether A robbed B ; 

The facts, that, after B was robbed. C said in A's presence — ** The 
police are coming to look for the man who robbed and that, immediate- 
Jy afterwards, A ran away, are relevant, 

(g,) The question is, whether A owes B rupees 10,000 : 

The facts, that A asked C to lend him money, and that D said to C in 
A’s presence and hearing “ I advise you not to trust A, for he owes B 
io.ooo rupees,'' and that A went away without making any answer, are 
relevant facts : 

{h ) The question is, whether A committed a crime ; 

The fact, that A absconded after receiving a letter warning him that 
inquiry was being made for the criminal, and the contents of the letter, are 
relevant. 

(f.) A is accused of a crime : 

The facts, that, after the commission of the alleged crime, he abscon- 
ded or was in possession of property or the proceeds of property acquired 
•by the crime, or attempted to conceal things which were or might have 
been used in committing it, are relevant. 

(/,) The quesiion is, whether A was ravished : 

The facts, that, shortly after the alleged rape, she made a complaint 
relating to the crime, the circumstances under which, and the terms in 
which, the complaint was made, are relevant. 

The fact, that, without making a complaint, she said that she had been 
ravished, is not relevant as conduct under this section, though it may be 
relevant — 

as a dying declaration under section 32, clause (i), or 

as corroborative under section 157. 

(i6.) The question is, whether A was robbed ; 

The fact, that, soon after the alleged robbery, he made a complaint 
relating to the offence, the circumstances under which, and the terms in 
which, the complaint was made, are relevant. 

The fact, that he said he had been robbed without making any complaintf 
is not relevant as conduct under this section, though ic may be relevant^ 

as a dying declaration under section 32, clause (r), or 

as corroborative evidence under section 157. 
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9. Facts necessary to explain or introduce a fact in issue or 
Facts necessary to explain relevant fact, or which support or rebut 
or introduce relevant facts. an inference suggested by a fact in issue 
or relevant fact, or which established the identity of any thing or 
person whose identity is relevant, or fix the time or place at which 
any fact in issue or relevant fact happened, or which show the rela- 
tion of parties by whom any such fact was transacted, are relevant, 
in so far as they are necessary for that purpose. 

Illustrations^ 

(a.) The question is, whether a given document is the will of A ; 

The state of A^s property and of his family at the date of the alleged 
will may be relevant facts. 

{b) A sues B for a libel imputing disgraceful conduct to A ; B affirms 
that the matter alleged to be libellous is true ; 

The position and relations of the parties at the time when the libel was 
published may be relevant facts as introductory to the facts in issue. 

The particulars of a dispute between A and B about a matter uncon- 
nected with the alleged libel are irrelevant, though the fact that there was a 
dispute may be relevant if it affected the relations between A and B. 

(e: ) A is accused of a crime : 

The fact that, soon after the commission of the crime, A absconded 
from his house, is relevant, under section 8, as conduct subsequent to, and 
affected by, facts in issue. 

The fact, that, at the time when he left home, he had sudden and urgent 
business at the place to which he went, is relevant as tending to explain 
the fact that he left home suddenly. 

The details of the business on which he left are not relevant, except in 
so far as they are necessary to show that the business was sudden and 
urgent. 

(^.) A sues B for inducing C to break a contract of service made by 
him with A, C, on leaving A^s service, says to A I am leaving you, 
because B has made me a better offer ; ” This statement is a relevant 
fact as explanatory of C’s conduct, which is relevant as a fact in issue. 

(e.) A, accused of theft, is seen to give the stolen property to B, who' 
is seen to give it to A’s wife. B says, as he delivers it, “A says you are 
to hide this.:” B’s statement is relevant as explanatory of a fact which is 
part of the transaction, 

{f,) A is tried for a riot, and is proved to have marched at the head of 
a mob : 

The cries of the mob are relevant as explanatory of the nature of the 
transaction. 
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Things said or done 
conspirator in reference 
common desigfn* 


10 . Where there is reasonable ground to believe that two or 
by more persons have conspirj i together to 
to commit an offence, or an actionable 
wrong, anything said, done, or written by 
any one of such persons in reference to their common intention, 
after the time when such intention was first entertained by any one 
of them, is a relevant fact as against each of the persons believed 
to be so conspiring, as well as for the purpose of proving the exis- 
tence of the conspiracy as for the purpose of showing that any such 
person was a party to it. 

Illustrations. 


Reasonable ground exists for believing that A has joined in a conspi- 
racy to wage war against the Queen. 

The facts, that B procured arms in Europe for the purpose of the con- 
spiracy, C collected money in Calcutta for a like object, D persuaded per- 
sons to join the conspiracy in Bombay, E published writings advocating 
the object in view at Agra, and F transmitted from Delhi to G at Cabul the 
money which C had collected at Calcutta, and th e contents of a letter 
written by H giving an account of the conspiracy, are each relevant, both 
to prove the existence of the conspiracy, and to prove A's complicity in it, 
although he may have been ignorant of all of them, and although the per- 
sons by whom they were done were strangers to him, and although they 
may have taken place before he joined the conspiracy, or after he left it. 

When facts not otherwise 11. Facts not otheiwise relevant 

relevant become relevant. are relevant — 

(1) if they are inconsisterti with any fact in issue or relevant 

fact ; 

( 2 ) if, by themselves or in connection with other facts, they 

make the existence or non-existence of any fact in 
issue or relevant fact highly probable or improb- 
able.* 


llhtsiraiions. 

(a.) The question is, whether A committed a crime at Calcutta on a 
certain day : 

The fact, that, on that day, A was at Lahore, is relevant. 

The fact, that, near the time when the crime was committed* A was a*, 
a distance from the place where it was committed, which would render it 
highly improbable, though not impossible, that he committed it, is relevant. 

(i.) The question is, whether A committed a crime ; 




XI Bom. H. C. R, 90, 
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The circumstances are such that the crime must have been committed 
either by A, B, C, or D. Every fact which shows that the crime could have 
been committed by no one else, and that it was not committed by either B, 
C, or D, is relevant. 


In suits for damages, facts 
tending to enable Court to 
determine amount, are rele* 
vant. 


12* In suits in which damages are 
claimed, any face which will enable the 
Court to determine the amount of 
damages which ought to be awarded is- 
relevant. 


Facts relevant when right 13- Where the question is as to 

or custom is in question. the existence of any right or custom, the 
following facts are relevant : — 

(fl) Any transaction by which the right or custom in question 
was created, claimed, modified, recognized, asserted, or denied, or 
which was inconsistent with its existence : 


(3) Particular instances in which the right or custom was 
claimed, recognized, or exercised, or in which its exercise 
was disputed, asserted, or departed from. 

Illustration. 


The question is, whether A has a right to a fishery : A deed conferring 
the fishery on A's ancestors, a mortgage of the fishery by A’s father, a 
subsequent grant of the fishery by A’s father irreconcileable with the 
mortgage, particular instances in which A's father exercised the right, or 
in which the exercise of the right was stopped by A’s neighbours, are 
relevant facts. 

14. Facts showing the existence of any state of mind, such- 
Facts shosving existence of intention, knowledge, good faith, 

state of mind, or of body or negligence, rashness, ill-will, or good-will, 
0 1 y eehng. towards any particular person, or show- 

ing the existence of any state of body or bodily feeling, are 
relevant, when the existence of any such state of mind, or body, 
or bodily feeling is in issue or relev.tnt. 

'^Explanation /. — A fact relevant as showing the existence 
of a relevant state of mind must show that the slate of mind 
exists, not generally, but in reference to the particular matter in. 
question. 


* This Explanation has been substitu-.ed for the original fay the 
Indian Evidence Act (1872) Amendment Act (III. of 1891), s, i (/). 

Ev.— 2. 
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^ Expianaiion a. — But, where, upon the trial of a person 
accused of an offence, the previous commission by the accused 
of an offence is relevant within the meaning of tnls section, the 
previous conviction of such person shall also be a relevant fact.f 

Illustrations, 

(a,) A is accused of receiving stolen goods knowing them to be stolen. 
It is provtd that he was in possession of a particular stolen article ; 

The fact, that, at the same time, he was in possession of many other 
stolen articles, is relevant, as tending to show that he knew each and all of 
the articles of which he was in possession to be stolen. 

j (^.) A is accused of fraudulently delivering to another person 
a counterfeit coin, which, at the time when he delivered it, he knew to be 

counterfeit ; 

The fact, that, at the time of its delivery, A was possessed of a number 
of other pieces of counterfeit coin, is relevant. 

The face, that A had been previously convicted of delivering to 
another person as genuine a counterfeit coin knowing it to be counterfeit, 
is relevant § 

(c.) A sues B for damage done by a dog of B’s, which B knew to be 
ferocious : 

The facts, that the dog had previously bitten X, Y, and Z, and that they 
had made complaints to B, are relevant. 

(d,) The question is, whether A, the acceptor of a bill of exchange, 
knew that the name of the payee was fictitious. 

The lact, that A had accepted other bills drawn in the same manner 
before they could have been transmitted to him by the payee if the payee 
had been a real person, is relevant as showing that A knew that the payee 
was a fictitious person. 

(e.) A is accused of defaming B by publishing an imputation intended 
to harm the reputation of B ; 

The fact of previous publications by A respecting B showing Ill-will 
on the part of A towards B is relevant as proving A's intention to harm 
B’s reputation by the particular publication in question. 

The facts, that there was no previous quarrel between A and B, and 
that A repeated the matter complained of as he heard it, are relevant as 
showing that A did not intend to harm the reputation of B. 

This Explanatio 7 i has been substituted for the original by tbe 
Indian Evidence Act (1872) Amendment Act (III. of 189U1 s. i (i). 

t See the Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V. of 1898), s. 31* 

^ The present ///. {b) has been substituted for the original by 
Indian Evidence Act (1872) Amendment Act (III. of iSgi)i s, r (.0). , 

§ Compares. 311 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (Act v, 
1898). 
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(/.) A is sued by B for fraudulently representing to B that C was 
solvent, whereby B, being induced to trust C, who was insolvent, suf* 
fered loss ; 

The fact, that, at the time when A represented C to be solvent, C wa4 
supposed to be solvent by his neighbours, and by persons dealing 
with him, is relevant as showing that A made the representation in good 
faith* 

(g.) A is sued by B for the price of work done by B upon a house, 
of which A is owner, by the order of C, a contractor. 

A’s defence is, that B*s contract was with C : 

The fact, that A paid C for the work in question is relevant as proving 
that A did, in good faith, make over to C the management of the work in 
question, so that C was in a position to contract with B on Cs own account, 
and not as agent for A. 

(A.) A is accused of the dishonest misappropriation of property which 
he had found, and the question is, whether, when he appropriated it, he be-* 
Heved in good faith that the real owner could not be found : 

The fact, that public notice of the loss of the property had been given in 
the place where A was, is relevant as showing that A did not, in good faith, 
believe that the real owner of the property could not be found. 

The fact, that A knew, or had reason to believe, that the notice was 
given fraudulently by C, who had heard of the loss of the property, and 
wished to set up a false claim to it, is relevant as showing that the fact 
that A knew of the notice did not disprove A*s good faith. 

[%,) A is charged with shooting at B with intent to kill him : 

In order to show A's intent, the fact of A's having previously shot at B 
may be proved, 

{/.) A is charged with sending threatening letters to B ; 

Threatening letters previously sent by A to B may be proved as show- 
ing the intention of the letters. 

. {k,) The question is, whether A has been guilty of cruelty towards B, 
his wife: 

Expressions of their feeling towards each other shortly before or after 
the alleged cruelty are relevant facts. 

{L) The question is, whether A*s death was caused by poison : 

Statements made by A during his illness as to his symptoms are rele- 
vant facts. 

(w.) The question is, what was the state of A’s health at the time when 
an assurance on his life was effected : 

Statements made by A as to the state of his health at or near the time 
in question are relevant facts. ^ 

(w.) A sues B for negligence in providing him with a carriage for hire 
not reasonably fit for use, whereby A was injured : * , 
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The fact, that B's attention was drawn on other occasions to the defect 
of that particular carriage, is relevant. 

The fact, that B was habitually negligent about the carriages which he 
let to hire, is irrelevant. 

((?•) A is tried for the murder of B by intentionally shooting him dead 5 

The fact, that A, on other occasions, shot at B, is relevant as showing 
bis intention to shoot B. 

The fact, that A was in the habit of shooting at people with intent to 
murder them, is irrelevant. 

(^,) A is tried for a crime : 

The fact, that he said something indicating an intention to commit that 
particular crime, is relevant. 

The fact, that he said something indicating a general disposition to* 
commit crimes of that class, is irrelevant. 


15. When there is a 

Facts bearing on question 
whether act was accidental 
or intentional, or done with 
a particular knowledge or 
ntention. 


question whether an act was accidental or 
intentional, “ or done with a particular 
knowledge or intention, '* the fact, that 
such act formed part of a series of similar 
occurrences, in each of which the person 
doing the act was concerned, is relevant. 


Illustrations, 


(a.) A is accused of burning down his house in order to obtain money 
for which it is insured : 

The facts, that A lived in several houses successively, each of which he 
insured, in each of which a fire occurred, and, after each of which fires, A 
received payment from a different insurance office, are relevant as tending 
to show that the fires were not accidental. 

{b,) A is employed to receive money from the debtors of B. It is A's 
duty to make entries in a book showing the amounts received by him. He 
makes an entry showing that, on a particular occasion, he received less than 
he really did receive : 

The question is, whether this false entry was accidental or intentional: 

The facts, that other entries made by A in the same book are false, and 
that the false entry is in each case in favour of A, are relevant. 

(c.) A is accused of fraudulently delivering to B a counterfeit rupee : 

The question is, whether the delivery of the rupee was accidental s 

The facts, that, soon before or soon after the delivery to B, A delivered 
counterfeit rupees to C, D, and E, are relevant as showing that the delivery 
to B was not accidental. 

* In s. 1$, the words quoted have been inserted by the Indian Evidence 
Act (1872) Amendment Act (III. of 1891), s. 2. 
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16. When there is a question whether a particular act was 
Existence of course of busi^ done, the existence of any course of 
ness when relevant. business, according to which it naturally 

would have been done, is a relevant fact. ' 

Illustrations. 

(a.) The question is, whether a particular letter was despatched ; 

The facts, that it was the ordinary course of business for all letters put 
in a certain place to be carried to the post, and that that particular letter 
was put in that place, are relevant. 

(A.) The question is. whether a particular letter reached A : The facts 
that it was posted in due course, and was not returned through the Dead 
Letter Office, are relevant. 


Admissions. 


17. An “ admission 


“ Admission ” defined. 

is made by any of 
hereinafter mentioned. 


the 


’ is a statement, oral or documentary, 
which suggests any inference as to any 
fact in issue or relevant fact, and which 
persons, and under the circumstances, 


18. Statements made by a party to the proceeding, or by an 
Admission— by party to agent to any such party whom the Court 
proceeding or his agent. regards, Under the circumstances of the 
case, is expressly or impliedly authorized by him to make them, 
are admissions. 

Statements made by parties to suits, suing or sued in a re- 
by a suitor in represent- presentative character, are not admis- 
ative character ; sions unless they were made while the 

party making them held that character. 

Statements made by — 

(1) persons who have any proprietary or pecuniary interest in 

^ by party interested in sub- the Subject-matter of the proceeding, 
ject-matter j and who make the statements in their 

character of persons so interested, or 

( 2 ) persons from whom the parties to the suit have derived 
by person from whom their interest in the subject-matter of 

interest derived. the suit, 

are admissions if they are made during the continuance of 
the interest of the persons making the statements. 
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19 . Statements made by persons whose position or liability 
Admissions by persons 't IS necessary to prove as against any 

whose position must be prov- party to the suit are admissions if such 
cd as against party to suit. statements would be relevant as against 
such persons in relation to such position or liability in a suit brought 
by or against them, and if they are made whilst the person making 
them occupies such position, or is subject to such liability. 

Jllusiraiions, 

A undertakes to collect rents for B. 

B sues A for not coUecting rent due from C to B. 

A denies that rent wai» due from C to B : 

A statement by C that he owed B rent is an admission, and is a 
relevant fact as against A if A denies that C did owe rent to B. 

20 . Statements made by persons to whom a party to the 
Admissions by persons cx- ^tiu has expressly referred for informs* 

pressiy referred to by party tion in reference to a matter in dispute 

are admissions, 

IllustraiiOHs* 

The question is, whether a horse sold by A to B is sound : 

A says to B, Go and ask C ; C knows all about at ; C*3 statement 

is an admission. 

21 . Admissions are relevant, and may be proved as against 

. Proof of admissions .igainst die person who makes them, or his re* 
persons making them, and presentative in interest but they cannot 
not by or on their behalf. proved by, or on behalf of, the person 

who makes them, or by his representative in interest, except in the 
following cases : — 

(1) An admission may be proved by or on behalf of the 

person making it, when it is of such a nature that, 
if the person making it were dead, it would be rele- 
vant as between' third persons under section 32. 

(2) An admission may be proved by or on behalf of the 

person making it, when it consists of a statement or 
the existence ot any state of mind or body, relevant 
or in issue, made at or about the time when such 
state of mind or body existed, and is accompanied by 
conduct rendering its falsehood improbable. 


of 1872. 3 


EVIDENCE. 


23 


(3) An admission may be proved by or on behalf of the 
person making U, if it is relevant otherwise than as 
an admission. 

Illustrations. 

(a.) The question between A and B is, whether a certain deed is or is 
not forged. A affirms that it is genuine ; B that it is forged : 

A may prove a statement by B that the deed is genuine, and B may 
prove a statement by A that the deed is forged : But A cannot prove a 
statement by himself that the deed is genuine, nor can B prove a statement 
by himself that the deed is forged. 

(6.) A, the captain ot a ship, is tried for casting her away. 

\ 

Evidence is given to show that the ship was taken out of her proper 
course. 

A produces a book kept by him in the oidinary course of his business 
showing observations alleged to have been taken by him from day do day, 
and indicating that the ship was not taken out of her proper course. A 
may prove those statements, because they would be admissible between 
third parties, if he were dead, under section 32, clause [ 3 ), 

(r.) A is accused of a crime commlcied by him at Calcutta. He pro* 
duces a letter written by himself, and dated at Lahore on that day, and 
bearing the Lahore post-mark of that day ; 

The statement in the date of the letter is admissible, because, if A were 
dead, it would be admissible under section 32, clause {2) 

(d^.) A is accused of receiving stolen goods, knowing them to be stolen* 

He offers to prove that he refused to sell them below their value : 

A may prove these statements, though they are admissions, because 
they are explanatory of conduct influenced by facts in issue. 

(e.) A is accused of fraudulently having in his possession counterfeit 
coin which he knew to be counterfeit, 

He offers to prove that he asked a skilful person to examine the coin, 
as he doubted whether it was counterfeit or not; and that that person did 
examine it, and told him it was genuine ; 

A may prove these facts for the reasons stated in the last-preceding 
illustration. 

22. Oral admissions as to the contents of a document are 
When oral admissions as not relevant unless and until the party 
to contents of documents proposing to prove them shows that he is 
arereevant, entitled to give secondary evidence of 

the contents of such document under the rules hereinafter contained, 
or unless the genuineness of a document produced is in question. , 



EVIDENCE, 


[Act- 1. 




23. In civil cases no admission is relevant if it is made either 
Admissions in civil cases upon an express Condition that evidence 
when relevant. of it is not to be given, or under circum- 

stances from which the Court can infer that the parties agreed 
together that evidence of it should not be given. 

Explanation , — Nothing in this section shall be taken to exempt 
any barri>ter, pleader, attorney, or vakil from giving evidence of 
any matter of which he may be compelled to give evidence under 
section 126. 


24. A confession made by an accused person is irrelevant in 
Confession caused by in- ^ Criminal proceeding if the making of 
ducement, threat, or promise, thd Confession nppe^rs to ins Court to 
when irrelevant in criminal have been caused by any inducement,"* 
proceeding. 

or promise, having reference to 
the charge against the accused person, proceeding from a person 
in authority, f and sufficient, in the opinion of the Court, to give the 
accused peison grounds which would appear to him reasonable for 
supposirg that, by making it, he would gain any advantage, or 
avoid any evil of a temporal nature in reference to the proceedings 
.against him. 


Confession to police-officer 25. No confession made to a po- 

not to be preved. Iice-officer| shall be proved as against a 

person accused of any offence. 


26. No confession made by any person whilst he is in the 
Confe-ssion by accused custody of a police-officer, unless it be 
•while in custody of police not made in the immediate presence of a 
to be proved against him. Magistrate, shall be proved as against 

such person. 

Explanaimt, § — In this section “ Magistrate” does not include 
the head of a village discharging magisterial functions in the 
Presidency of Fort St. George, or in Burma or elsewhere, unless such 


* For prohibition of such inducements, &c., see the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Act V. of 1898), s. 343. 

t 9 Bom. H. C. R. 358. 

i In s, 25, as in force in Upper Burma, the words, “who is not a 
MagisTate, “ shall be deemed to have been inserted after “ police-officer 
[see the Upper Burma Laws Act (XX. of 1886), s. 7 (/) (<f).] As W _ state- 
ment made to a police-officer investigating a case, see the Code of Cnramar 
Procedure (Act V. of 1S98), ss. t6i and 162. 

^ This Explanation has been added to s. 26 by the Indian Evioen 
Act (1872) Amendment Act (III. of 1891), s. 3. 
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headman is a Magistrate exercising the powers of a Magistrate 
under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1883.* 

27. Provided that, when any fact is deposed to as discovered 
How much of information in consequence of information received 

received from accused may from a person accused of any offence in 
be proved. jjje custcdy of a police officer, so much 

of such infoimaiicn, whether it amounts to a confession or not, as 
relates distinctly to the fact thereby discovered, may be proved. 

28 . If such a confession as is referred to in section 24 is 
Confession made after re- "^^^e after the impression caused by any 

moval ot impression caused Such inducement, threat, or promise has, 
by inducement, threat, rr in the opinion of the Court, been fully 
promise, relevant. removed, it is relevant. 

29 . If such a confession is otherwise relevant, it does not become 

Confession otherwise rele- '"ejevant merely because it was made 
vant not to become irrelevant under a promise of secrecy, or in conse- 
because of promise of secrecy, quence of a deception practised on the 

accused person for the purpose of obtain- 
ing it, or when he was drunk, or because it was made in answer to 
questions which he need not have answered, whatever may have 
been the form of those questions, or because he was not warned 
that he was not bound to make such confession : and that evidence 
of it might be given against him. 

30 . When more persons than one are being tried jointly for 

Consideration of proved the same offence, and a Confession made 
confession affecting' person by One of such persons affecting himself 
making it and others jointly and some Other of such persons is proved, 
under trial for same offence, Court may take into consideration 

such confession as against such other persons, as well as against the 
person who makes such confession.f 

Explanation . % — “ Offence," as used in this section, includes 
the abeiment of, or attempt to commit, the offence,§ 


* Act X of 1882.— But see now the new Code of Criminal Procedure 
(Act V. of 1898). 

t 10 Bom. H, C. R. 499; 19 Suth. W. R. (Cr.) 23. 
f This Explanation has been inserted in s. 30 by the Indian Evidence 
Act (1872) Amendment Act (III, of 1891), s. 4. 

J Compare Explanation 4 to s. 108 of the Indian Penal Cede (Act 
XLV. of i860). 
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Illustrations. 

(a,) A and B are jointly tried for the murder of C. 
that A iaid, ‘ B and I murdered C.* The Court may consider the effect of 

this confession against B. . , . 

A is on his trial for the murder of C, There is evidence to show 
that C was murdered by A and B, and that B said, » A and I murdered C. 

This statement may not be taken into consideration by the Court against 
A, as B is not being jointly tried. 

31. Admissions are not conclusive proof of the 

. ■ . mined, but they may operate as estop* 

pels under the 'provisions hereinafter con* 
lained. 

Statements by Persons Who cannot be called as Witnesses. 

32. Statements, written or verbal, of relevant facts, 

person who is dead, or who cannot 
Cases in which statement or who has becoiue incapable or 

fs‘"iTor‘'“»''i'’Sr"o"nd, giviag evidence, or whose 
&c., is relevant — cannot be procured without a 

of delay or expense which, under the circumstances o t e 
appears to the Court unreasonable, are themselves relevan 
the following cases : — 

(/) When ibe sialemen! is mlde by a person as 

a “.t " ;in«s d r which -uW 

in his death, in cases in which the cause of that person s dea 
into question. 

Such statements are relevant, whether the person 
them was or was not, at tlie lime when they were ma e, Q.ged- 
pectation of death, and whatever may be the nature ot i • P 
ing in which the cause of his death ‘comes into question. 

( 2 ) When the statement was made by such ‘p^rti. 

. d • f ordinary course of business, and, m pa'i 

or IS made m course of orQinar) CO nf any entry or 

business; cular. when it '/course of 

memorandum made by him in books kept in the or ^ y 
business, or in the discharge of professional ou t moneyr 

knowledgment, written or signed by him, of t -^jnent used 
goods, securities, or properly of any kind ; or o ^ or 

in commerce, written or signed by him, or of ‘h® 
other document usually dated, written, or signed y 
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(j) When the statement is against the pecuniary or proprietary 
or a-ainst interest of interest of the person making it, or when, 
maker;" if true, it would expose him, or would 

have exposed him, to a criminal prosecution, or to a suit for 
damages. ■ 

(^) When the statement gives the opinion of any such person 
or gives opinion as to lo the existence of any public right or 
public right or custom, or CUSlOm Or matter of public or general- 
matters of general interest ; interest, of the existence of whicii, if it 
existed, he would have been likely to be aware, and wnen such 
statement was made before any controversy as to such right, custom, 
or matter had arisen. 

(j) When the statement relates to the e.xistence of any relalion- 
or relates to existence of ship ** by blood, marriage, or adoption, 
relationship ; between persons as to whose relationship 

“ by blood, marriage, or adoption,”** the person making the statement 
had special means of knowledge, and when the siatemeuc was made 
before the question in dispute was raised. 

( 6 ) When the statement relates to the existence of any relation- 
or is made in will or deed ship “ by blood, marriage, or adoption”* 
relating to family-affairs ; between persons deceased, and is made 
in any will or deed relating to the affairs of the family to wnich any 
such deceased person belonged, or in any family-pedigree, or upon 
any tombstone, family-portrait, or other thing on whica sucu staie- 
meius are usually made, and when such statement was made be- 
fore the question in dispute was raised. 

or in document relating to _ ( 7 ) When the Statement is Contained 

transaction mentioned in sec- in any deed, will, or Other document 
tion 13, clause (a) ; wliich relates to any such transaction as 

is mentioned in section 13, clause (a). 

or is made by several per- W When the Statement was made 

sons and expresses feelings by a number of persons, and expressea 
ques- feelings or impressions on their part re- 
levant to the matter in question. 

Illusirations^ • . 

(a) The question is, whether A was murdered by B ; or ’ 


* In s. 32 (5)' and (d), the words quoted have been inserted by the 
Indian Evidence Act (1873) Amendment Act (XVIII. of 1872), s. 2. 
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A dies of injuries received in a transaction in the course of which she 
was ravished. The question is, whether she was ravished by B ; or 

the question is, whether A was killed by B under snch circumstances 
that a suit would lie against B by A's widow ; 

Statements made by A as to the cause of his or her death, referring 
respectively to the murder, the rape, and the actionable wrong under con* 
;sideration, are relevant facts. 

(i.) The question is as to the date of A*s birth : 

An entry in the diary of a deceased surgeon, regularly kept in the 
course of business, stating that, on a given day, he attended A*s mother 
and delivered her of a son, is a relevant fact. 

(c.) The question is, whether A was in Calcutta on a given day: 

A statement in the diary of a deceased solicitor, regularly kept in the 
course of business, that, on a given day, the solicitor attended A at a place 
tnentioned, in Calcutta, for the purpose of conferring with him upon speci* 
iied business, is a relevant fact. 

(if.) The question is, whether a ship sailed from Bombay harbour on a 
given day: 

A letter written by a deceased member of a merchant's firm, by which 
she was chartered, to their correspondents in London to whom the cargo 
was consigned, stating that the ship sailed on a given day from Bombay 
harbour, is a relevant fact, 

(e.) The question is, whether rent was paid to A for certain land: 

A letter from A's deceased agent to A. saying that he had received the 
rent on A's account, and held it at A*s orders, is a relevant fact, 

(/. ) The question is, whether A and B were legally married. 

The statement of a deceased clergyman that he married them under 
such circumstances that the celebration would be a crime is relevant, 

(g.) The question is, whether A, a person who cannot be found, wrote 
a letter on a certain day : 

The fact that a letter written by him is dated on that day is relevant 

(A.) The question is, what was the cause of the wreck of a ship ; 

A protest made by the captain whose attendance cannot be procured 
is a relevant fact. 

(i.) The question is, whether a given road is a public way : 

A statement by A, a deceased headman of the village, that the road 
was public, is a relevant fact 

(y.) The question is, what was the price of grain on a certain day 
a particular market: A statement of the price, made by a deceased 
dn the ordinary course of his business, is a relevant fact, 

(A.) The question is, whether A, who is dead, was the father of B : 

A statement by A that B was his son is a relevant fact. 

(/.) The question is, what was the date of the brith of A : 
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A letter from A's deceased father to a friend announcing the birth of 
A on a given day is a relevant fact. 

{m,) The question is, whether and when A and B were married ; 

An entry in a memorandum-book by C, the deceased father of B, of 
his daughter's marriage with Aon a given date, is a relevant fact. 

(«.) A sues B for a libel expressed in a painted caricature exposed in 
a shop'Window. The question is as to the similarity of the caricature and| 
its libellous character ; The remarks of a crowd of spectators on these 
points may be proved, 

33. Evidence given by a witness in a judicial proceeding, or 
Relevancy of certain evi- before any persou authorizsd by law to 
dence for ptovingr, in subse* take it, is relevant for the purpose of 

quent proceeding, the truth pioving, in a subsequent judicial pro- 
of facts therem stated. ^ 

judicial proceeding, the truth of the facts which it states, when the 
witness is dead or cannot be found, or is incapable of giving evi- 
dence, or is kept out of the way by the adverse party, or if his pre- 
sence cannot be obtained without an amount of delay or expense 
which, under the circumstances of the case, the Court considers 
unreasonable :* 

Provided — 

that the proceeding was between the same parties or their 
representatives in interest ; 

that the adverse party in the first proceeding had the right and 
opportunity to cross-examine ; 

that the questions in issue were substantially the same in the 
first as in the second proceeding. 

Explanation . — A criminal trial or inquiry shall be deemed to 
be a proceeding between the prosecutor and the accused within the 
meaning of this section. 

Statements made under Special Circumstances. 

S'i.f Entries in books of account, regularly kept in, the course 
Entries in books of account 0^ business, are relevant whenever they 
when relevant. refer to a matter into which the Court 


See Queen v. Mowjan, 26 Suth. W. R. Cr. R. 69. 

^98 of the Indian Companies Act (VI. of 1882) and r. 17 
of O, VII. (First Schedule) of the Code of Civil Procedure (Act V. of 1908) 
as to admissibility in, evidence of certified copies of entries in Bankers’ 
books, see 3. 4 of the Bankers' Books Evidence Act (XVIII, of 1891), hifra. 
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evidence to charge any person 


^9 




Illustration. 



35. A,, entq- In any public or other official- booit,.faiiSM 

3.Tiato^\hTru„Sy 

kept, is itself a relevSt fact. ^ ^ recordris 


36. Statements of facts in issue or relevant facis,' madeV 

published maps or charts ' ffenerallv 
maps, charts, and plans. nfferprl fr.r Tn„ki; i generally 

plans made under the authoritv nfp ^ “^ps-'or 

represented or stated in such f matters usually: 

relevant facts, niaps, charts, or plans, are themsely.es > 


the Court has to form an opinion as to existence , • 

t, nf of any fact of a public nature, any state- ^■ 

_ment of it, made in a recital contained^;' 

in janv A r*#- "D 1 ! . • ' k. 


to fact of public nature con- 
tained in certain Acts or 
notifications. 


^ — ,v it, luciuc in a recuai containiea;, 

in any Act of Parliament, or in. any 
Oi the Governor-General of India 'in. 

In 7\/r_ j , ‘ 1 '^ 


Council or nf Governor-General of India 'In . 

of the Government appeShig'in" 

gazetteof any Local GovernLnr nr ^ or in ^the; 

to be the London G^ette orThl r paper>purportihg- 

or possession of the Queen, is a ?elIvarfacL 

in clmcil Tf f hi North w''! Lieutenani-Govlrnor. 

or sTmal^ Oudh, ike JPunjoii 


38. Wnen the Court has to form an opinion as tb.alaw,pf 
Relevancy of statements as any country, any statement of such’ law. 

3 .nv IflW 1 J f i * J ^ ' ' f 

COntaineCi m o Kn/^Ir mimi-irl-mnr fn* Dfi ' 


vii aidiciiiencs a 

to any law contained in law 
books. 


— j ataicuiciiL ui auwx 

contained m a book purporting to be, 
printed or published pnder the, author!^-: 


dence Ac° (V^VJspJfs! Paragraph has been added- by the Indiah;;Eyfr 
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of the Government of such country, and to contain any such law, 
and any report of a ruling of the Courts of such country contained 
in a book purporting to be a report of such rulings, is relevant. 

How MUCH OE A Statement is to be proved. 

30. When any statement of which evidence is given forms 

part of a longer statement, or of a con- 
versation or part of an isolated docu- 

of a conversation, document, meiit, or is coniaineti in a document 
book, or series of letters or which forms part of a book, or of a con- 

nected series of letters or papers, evi- 
dence shall be given of so much, and no more, of the statement, 
conversation, document, book, or series of letters or papers as the 
Court considers necessary in that particular case to the full under- 
standing of the nature and effect of the statement, and of the cir- 
cumstances under which it was made. 

Judgments oe Courts of Justice when relevant. 

40. The cEislence of any judgment, order, or decree, which, 
Previous judj.nents relev- by Uw, prevents any Court from taking 

ant to bar a second suit or cognisance of a suit, or holding a trial, is 

a relevant fact, when the question Is 
whether such Court ought to take cognisance of such suit, or to 
hold such trial. 

41. A final judgment, order, or decree of a competent Court 
Relevancy of certain judg. ui the eEercise of probate, matrimonial, 

ments in probate, &c., juris- admiralty, or insolvency jurisdiction, 

whicli confers upon, or takes away from, 
any person any legal character, or which declares any peison to 
be entitled to any such character, or to be entitled to any specific 
thing, not as against any specified person, but absolutely, is relevant 
when the existence of any such legal character, or the title of any 
such person to any sucli thing, is relevant. 

Such judgment, order, or decree. Is conclusive proof — 

that any legal character which it confers accrued at the time 
when such judgment, order, or decree came into operation; 

that any legal character, to which it declares any such person 
to be entitled, accrued to that person at the time when such judg- 
ment, “ order, or decree declares it to have accrued to that 
person ; 

■“ 111 i. 41. the words quoted, wherever they occur, have been inserted 
by the Indian Evidence Act {1873) Amendment Act (XVIII, of 1872), s. 3. 
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has to inquire, but such .statements shall not alone be sufficient 
evidence to charge any person with liability. 

lllusiraiion. 

A sues B for Rs* i,ooo, and shows entries in his account-books showing 
B to be indebted to him to this amount ; The entries are relevant, but are 
not sufficient, without other evidence, to prove the debt. 

35* An entry in any public or other official book, register, or 
Relevancy of entry in pub- record, Stating a fact in issue or relevant 
Uc record, made in perform- fact, and made by a public servant in 
ance of duty. tijj. discharge of his official duty, or by 

any other person in performance of a duly specially enjoined by 
the law of the country in which such book, register, or record is 
kept, is itself a relevant fact. 

36- Statements of fads in issue or relevant facts, made in 
Relevancy of Statements in published maps or charts generally 
maps, charts, and plans. offered for public sale, Of in maps or 
plans made under the authority of Government, as to matters usually 
represented or stated in such maps, charts, or plans, are themselves 
relevant facts. 

37. When the Court has to form an opinion as to existence 

Relevancy of statement as ‘''"y of a public nature any state- 
to fact of public nature con- ment of it, made in a recUal contamea 
tained in certain Acts or in any Act of Parliament, or in any Act 
notifications. Governor-General of India in 

Council, or of the Governors in Council of Madras or Bombay, or 
of the Government appearing in the Guzefit of India, or in the 
gazette of any Local Government, or in any printed paper purporting 
to be the London Gazelle or the Government Gazette of any colony 
or possession of the Queen, Is a relevant tact. 

Lhis section also applies to a7iy Acl of Ike Lieulenani-Governof 
in Council of Ihe Norlh~ Western Provinces and Qudli, Ike 
or Burinad^ 

38. When the Court has to form an opinion as to a law of 
Relevancy of statements as any country, any statement of 

to any law contained in law- contained m a book pnfpoxung to 
books. printed or published under the aulhon y 


To s. 37, the italicized paragraph has been added by the Indian Evi 
dence Act (V. of 1899), s. 2. 
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of the Government of such country, and to contain any such law, 
and any report of a ruling of the Courts of such country contained 
in a book purporting to be a report of such rulings, is relevant. 

How ilUCH OF A StATEilENT IS TO BE PROVED. 


39. When any statement of which evidence is given forms 

part of a longer statement, or of a con- 
versation or part of an isolated docu- 
ment, or is contained in a document 
which forms part of a book, or of a con- 
nected series of letters or papers, evi- 
dence shall be given of so much, and no more, of the statement, 
conversation, document, book, or series of letters or papers as the 
Court considers necessary in that particular case to the full under- 


What evidence to be given 
when statement forms part 
of a conversation, document, 
book, or series of letters or 
papers. 


Standing of liie nature and effect of the statement, and of the cir- 
cumstances under which it was made. 


JUDGJIESTS OF COURTS OF JUSTICE WHEN RELEVANT. 

40. The existence of any judgment, order, or decree, which. 
Previous judgments relev- b)’ prevents any Court from taking 
ant to bar a second suit or cognisance of a Suit, or holding a trial, is 
^dal. a relevant fact, when the question is 

whether such Court ought to take cognisance of such suit, or to 
hold such trial. 


41. A linal judgment, order, or decree of a competent Court 
Relevancy of certain judg- the exercise of probate, mitrimonial, 
ments in probate, &c., juris- admiralty, or insolvency jurisdiction, 

w'aicli confers upon, or takes away from, 
any person any legal character, or which declares any person to 
be entitled to any such character, or to be entitled to any specific 
thing, not as against any specified person, but absolutely, is relevant 
when the existence of any such legal character, or the title of any 
such person to any such thing, is relevant. 

Such judgment, order, or decree, is conclusive proof — 

that any legal character which it confers accrued at the time 
when such judgment, order, or decree came into operation; 

that any legal character, to which it declares any such person 
to be entitled, accrued to that person at the time when such judg- 
ment, “ order, or decree declares it to have accrued to that 
person ; 


* In i . 41, the words quoted, wherever they occur, have been inserted 
by the Indian Evidence Act {1873) Amendment Act (XVIII, of 1872), 3. 3. 
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has to inquire, but such statements shall not alone be su(5cient 
evidence to charge any person with liability. 

Illustration^ 

A sues B for Rs. i^ooOj and shows entries in his account-books showing* 
B to be indented to him to this amount ; The entries are relevant, but are 
not sudicienc, without other evidence, to prove the debt, 

35. An entry in any public or other official book, register, or 

Relevancy of entry in pub^ rocorci. Stating a fact III issue or relevant 

He record, made in perform* fact, and made by a public servant in 

anco of duty. discharge of his official duty, or by 

any other person in performance of a duty specially enjoined by 
the law of the country in which such book, register, or record is 
kept, is itself a relevant fact. 

36. Statements of facts in issue or relevant facts, made in 

Relevancy of statements in published maps or charts generally 

maps, charts, and plans. offered for public sale, or in maps or 

plans made under the authority of Government, as to matters usually 
represented or stated in such maps, charts, or plans, are themselves 
relevant facts. 

37. When the Court has to form an opinion as to existence 

Relevancy of statement as any fact of a public nature, any State- 
to fact of public nature con- ment of it, made in a recital contamea 
tained in certain Acts or in any Act of Parliament, or in any Act 
notifications. Governor-General of India in 

Council, or of the Governors in Council of Madras or Bombay, or 
of the Government appearing in the Gazetie of India, or in the 
gazette of any Local Government, or in any printed paper purporting 
to be the London Gazelie or the Government Gazette of any colony 
or possession of the Queen, is a relevant fact. 

Jhis section also applies io aiiy Act of the Lieuienanl-Govenf^ 
in Council of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, the Punjab, 
or Burma . " 

38. When the Court has to form an opinion as to a law of 

Relevancy of statements as any country, any Statement of law 

to any law contained in law- contained in a book purporting 
books. printed or published under the auinonj 


^ To s. 37, the italicized paragraph has been added by the Indian Evi 
dence Act (V. of 1899), s. 2. 
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What evidence to be given 
when statement forms part 
of a conversation, document, 
book, or series of letters or 
papers. 


of the Government of such country, and to contain any such law, 
and any report of a ruling of the Courts of such country contained 
in a book purporting to be a report of such rulings, is relevant. 

How JiucH OF A Statement is to be proved. 

39 . When any statement of which evidence is given forms 

part of a longer statement, or of a con- 
versation or part of an isolated docu- 
ment, or is contained in a document 
which forms part of a book, or of a con- 
nected series of letters or papers, evi- 
dence shall be given of so much, and no more, of the statement; 
conversation, document, book, or series of letters or papers as the 
Court considers necessary in that particular case to the full under- 
standing of the nature and effect of the statement, and of the cir- 
cumstances under which it was made. 

Judgments of Courts of Justice when relevant. 

40. The existence of any judgment, order, or decree, which, 
Previous judgments relev- by law, prevents any Court from taking 

ant to bar a second suit or cognisance of a Suit, or holding a trial, is 

a relevant fact, when the question is 
whether such Court ought to take cognisance of such suit, or to 
hold such trial. 

41. A final judgment, order, or decree of a competent Court 
Relevancy of certain judg- the exercise of probate, matrimonial, 

ments in probate, &c., juris- admiralty, or insolvency jurisdiction, 

which confers upon, or takes away from, 
any person any legal character, or which declares any person to 
be entitled to any such character, or to be entitled to any specific 
thing, not as against any specified person, but absolutely, is relevant 
when the existence of any such legal character, or the title of any 
such person to any such thing, is relevant. 

Such judgment, order, or decree, is conclusive proof — 

that any legal character which it confers accrued at the time 
when such judgment, order, or decree came into operation; 

that any legal character, to which it declares any such person 
to be entitled, accrued to that person at the time when such judg- 
ment, “ order, or decree declares it to have accrued to that 
person ; 


* In i. 41, the words quoted, wherever they occur, have been inserted 
by the Indian Evidence Act tiSya) Amendment Act (XVIII. of 1872), ’s. 3. 
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has to inquire, but such statements shall not alone be sufficient 
evidence to charge any person with liability. 

Illustration^ 

A sues B for Rs. i^ooo, and shows entries in his account-books showing 
B to be indebted to him to this amount ; The entries are relevant, but are 
4 iot sufficient, without other evidence, to prove the debt, 

35. An entry in any public or ocher official book, register, or 
Relevancy of entry in pub* record, Stating a fact in issue or relevant 

lie record, made in perform- fact, and made by a public servant in 
ance of duty. discharge of his official duty, or by 

any other person in performance of a duty specially enjoined by 
the law of the country in which such book, register, or record is 
kept, is itself a relevant fact. 

36. Statements of facts in issue or relevant facts, made in 
Relevancy of statements in published maps or charts generally 

maps, charts, and plans. offered for public sale, or in maps or 
plans made under the authority of Government, as Co matters usually 
represented or stated in such maps, charts, or plans, are themselves 
relevant facts. 

37. When the Court has to form an opinion as to existence 

Relevancy of statement as ^ny fact of a public nature, any state- 
to fact of public nature con- ment of it, made in a recital containea 
tained in certain Acts or in any Act of Parliament, or in any Act 
notifications. Govemor-General of India in 

Council, or of the Governors in Council of Madras or Bombay, or 
of the Government appearing in the Gaseiit of India^ or in the 
gazette of any Local Government, or in any printed paper purporting 
to be the London Gazette or the Government Gazette of any colony 
or possession of the Queen, is a relevant fact. 

This section also applies to any Act of the Lietitenant-Govertior 
in Council of the North- Western Provinces and Oudh, the Punjab, 
or Burma.^ 

38. When the Court has to form an opinion as to a law of 

Relevancy of statements as country, any statement of ,g 

to any law contained in law contained in a book pu/porting 10 
hooks. printed or published under the authority 


* To s. 37, the italicized paragraph has been added by the Indian Evi 
dence Act (V. of 1899), s. 2, 
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of the Government of such country, and to contain any such law, 
and any report of a ruling of the Courts of such country contained 
in a book purporting to be a report of such rulings, is relevant. 

How MUCH OF A Statement is to be proved. 


30. When any statement of which evidence is given forms 

part of a longer statement, or of a con- 
versation or part of an isolated docu- 
ment, or is contained in a document 
which forms part of a book, or of a con- 
nected series of letters or papers, evi- 
dence shall be given of so much, and no more, of the statement, 
conversation, document, book, or series of letters or papers as the 
Court considers necessary in that particular case to the full under- 
standing of the nature and effect of the statement, and of the cir- 
cumstances under which it was made. 


What evidence to be given 
when statement forms part 
of a conversation, document, 
book, or series of letters or 
papers. 


Judgments of Courts of Justice when relevant. 

40. The existence of any judgment, order, or decree, which, 
Previous judgments relev- hy Uw, prevents any Court from taking 
ant to bar a second suit or cognisance of a Suit, or holding a trial, is 

a relevant fact, when the question is 
whether such Court ought to take cognisance of such suit, or to 
hold such trial. 


41. A final judgment, order, or decree of a competent Court 
Relevancy of certain judg- in the exercise of probaie, mdriraonial, 
ments in probate, &c., juris- admiralty. Or insolvency jurisdiction, 

whicii confers upon, or takes away from, 
any person any legal character, or which declares any paison to 
be entitled to any such character, or to be entitled to any specific 
thing, not as against any specified person, but absolutely, is relevant 
when the existence of any such legal character, or the title of any 
such person to any such thing, is relevant. 

Such judgment, order, or decree, is conclusive proof — 

that any legal character which it confers accrued at the time 
when such judgment, order, or decree came into operation; 

that any legal character, to which it declares any sucii person 
to be entitled, accrued to that person at the time when such judg- 
ment, “ order, or decree declares it to have accrued to that 
person ; 

■* In j. the words quoted, wherever they occur, have been inserted 
by the Indian Evidence Act (1873) Amendment Act (XVIII. of 1872), 3. 3. 
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has to inquire, but such statements shall not alone be sufficient 
evidence to charge any person with liability.' 


lllusiration, 

A sues 8 for Rs. 1,000, and shows entries in his account.books showing 
B to be indebted to him to this amount ; The entries are relevant, but are 
not sufficient, without other evidence, to prove the debt. 

35. An entry in any public or other official book, register, or 

Relevancy of entry in pub* record, Stating a fact in Issue or relevant 

lie record, made in perform- fact, and made by a public servant in 

ance of duty. discharge of his official duty, or fay 

any other person in performance of a duty specially enjoined by 
the law of the country in which such book, register, or record is 
kept, is itself a relevant fact. 

36. Statements of facts in issue or relevant facts, made in 

Relevancy of statements in published maps or charts generally 

maps, charts, and plans. offered for public sale, or in maps or 

plans made under the authority of Government, as to matters usually 
represented or stated in such maps, chans, or plans, are themselves 
relevant facts. 


37 . When the Court has to form an opinion as to existence 

Relevancy of statement as ^f^t of a pubjic nature, any State- 

to fact of public nature con- Hient 01 it, made in a recUai containcu 
tained in certain Acts or in any Act of Parliament, or in any Act 
notiHcations. Governor-General of India in 

Council, or of the Governors in Council of Madras or Bombay, or 
of the Government appearing in the GazeiU of India, or in the 
gazette of any Local Government, or in any printed paper purporting 
to be the London Gazede or the Government Gazette of any colony 
or possession of the Queen, is a relevant fact. 


This section also applies to any Act of the Lieuienani-G over not 
in Council of the North- Western Provinces and Otidh, the Punjooi 
or Biirmaf 

38. When the Court has to form an opinion as to a law of 

Relevancy of statements as any country, any stalemenC of 
to any law contained in law- contained in a book purporting' tw 
books. printed or published under the authon y 


^ To s. 37, the italicized paragraph has been added by the Indian Ev 
dence Act (V. of 1899), s. 2. 
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of the Government of such country, and to contain any such law, 
and any report of a ruling of the Courts of such country contained 
in a book purporting to be a report of such rulings, is relevant. 

How MUCH OF A Statement is to be troved. 


39. When any statement of which evidence is given forms 

part of a longer statement, or of a con- 
versation or part of an isolated docu- 
ment, or is contained in a document 
which forms part of a book, or of a con- 
nected series of letters or papers, evi- 
dence shall be given of so much, and no more, of the statement, 
conversation, document, book, or series of letters or papers as the 
Court considers necessary in that particular case to the full under- 
standing of the nature and effect of the statement, and of the cir- 
cumstances under which it was made. 


What evidence to be given 
when statement forms part 
of a conversation, document, 
book, or series of letters or 
papers. 


Judgments of Couaxs of Justice when relevant, 

40 . The existence of any judgment, order, or decree, which, 
Previous judgments relev- by law, prevents any Court from taking 

ant to bar a second suit or cognisance of a Suit, or holding a trial, is 

a relevant fact, when the question is 
whether such Court ought to take cognisance of such suit, or to 
hold such trial. 

41 . A final judgment, order, or decree of a competent Court 
Relevancy of certain judg- the exercise of probate, matrimonial, 

ments in probate, &c., juris- admiralty, or insolvency jurisdiction, 

which confers upon, or takes away from, 
any person any legal character, or which declares any person to 
be entitled to any such character, or to be entitled to any specific 
thing, not as against any specified person, but absolutely, is relevant 
when the existence of any such legal character, or the title of any 
such person to any such thing, is relevant. 

Such judgment, order, or decree, is conclusive proof — 

that any legal character which it confers accrued at the time 
when such judgment, order, or decree came into operation; 

that any legal character, to which it declares any such person 
to be entitled, accrued to that person at the time when such judg- 
ment, “ order, or decree declares it to have accrued to that 
person ; 

* In 3. 41, the words quoted, wherever they occur, have been inserted 
by the Indian Evidence Act (1872) Amendment Act (XVIII. of 1872), s. 3. 
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The opinions oi experts upon the question whether the symptoms 
exhibited by A commonly show unsoundness of mind, and whether such 
unsoundness of mind usually renders persons incapable of knowing the 
nature of the acts which they do. or of knowing that what they do is either 
wrong or contrary to law, arc rdcvani- 

(r.) The question is, whether a certain document was written by A. 
Another document is produced which is proved or admitted to have been 
written by A ; 

The opinions of experts on the question whether the two documents 
v.*crc written by the same persons or by different persons are relevant. 

46. Facts, not otherwise relevant, are rele%*ant if they support 
Facts bearing upon opi- Or are inconsistent with tiie opinions of 

nions ot experts. experts, when such opinions are re- 

lev’anU 

lUtisiraiions^ 

(a.) The question is, whether A was poisoned by a certain poison; 

The fact, that other persons, who were poisoned by that poison, exhi* 
bited certaitj symptoms which experts affirm or deny to be the symptoms of 
that poison, is relevant. 

(6.) The question is, whether an obstruction to a harbour is Cuused by 
a certain sua-wall* 

The fact, that other harbours similarly situated in other respects, but 
where there were no such sea-walls, began to be obstructed at about the 
same time, is relevant^ 

47. When lire Court has to form an opinion as to the person 
Opinions as to handwciting by whom any document was written or 

when relevant. signed, the Opinion of any person ac- 

quainted with the handwriting of the person by whom it is sup- 
posed to be written or signed, that it ^\'as or was not written or 
signed by that person, is a relevant fa'ct. 

£xplanaliott . — -A person is said to be acquainted with 
handwriting of another person when he has seen that person write, 
or when he has received documents purporting to be written by 
that person in answer to documents written by himself or under nis 
authority, and addressed to tlmt person, or when, in the ordin^ 
course of business, documents purporting to be written by tba 
person have been habitually submitted to him. 

Illusiration. 

The question is, whether a given letter is in the handwriting of A, 
merchant in London. 
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B is a rrerchant in Calcutta who has written letters addressed to A, and 
received letters purporting to be written by him. C is B*s clerk, whose 
duty it was to examine and file B^s correspondence. D is B*s broker, to 
'Whom B habitually submitted the letters purporting to be written by a for 
the purpose of advising with him thereon : 

The opinions of B, C, and D. on the question whether the letter is ia 
the handwriting of A, are relevant, though neither B, C, nor D ever saw 'A 
write. 

48. When the Court has to form an opinion as to the existence 
Opinion as to existence of of any general custom or right, the 
righcor custom when relevant. Opinions, as to the existence of such 
custom or right, of persons who would be likely to know of its 
-exis'ence if it existed, are relevant. 

jLxplmation. — The expression, “ general custom or right,” 
includes customs or rights common to any considerable class of 
persons. 

Illustration. 

The right of the villagers of a particular village to use the water of a 
■particular well is a general right within the meaning of this section. 

Opinion as to usages, tenets, Court has tO form 

&c., when relevant. an opluion aS tO — 

the usages and tenets of any body of men or family, 

the constitution and government of any religious or chantable 
-foundation, or 

the meaning of words or terms used in particular districts, or 
by particular classes of people, 

the opinions of persons having special means of knowledge 
thereon, are relevant fects. 

50. When the Court has to form an opinion as to the re- 
Opinion on relationship lationship of One person to another, the 
■when relevant. opinion, expressed by conduct, as to the 

existence of such relationship, of any person who, as a member of 
the family or otherwise, has special means of knowledge on the 
subject, is a relevant fact : ’ 

Provided that such opinion shall not be sufficient to prove a 
.marriage in proceedings under the Indian Divorce Act,* or ia 
prosecutions under section 494, 495, 497> or 498 of the 'Indian 
Tenal Code.f 


• Act IV. of iS6g. 


f Act XLV. of i860. 
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lllusirations. 

[a.) The question is, whether A and B were married s The fact, that 
they were usually received and treated by their friends as husband and wife, 
is relevant. 

(6.) The question is, whether A was the legitimate son of B. The fact 
that A was always treated as such by members of the family is relevant. 

51 . Whenever the opinion of any living person is relevant, 
Grounds of opinion when *6 grounds ou which such opinion is- 

lelevant. based are also relevant. 

llhisiration. 

An expert may give an account of experiments performed by him foe 
the purpose of forming his opinion. 

Character when relevant. 

52 . In civil cases the fact, that the character of any person. 
In civil cases character to concerned is such as to render probable 

prove conduct imputed, ir- or improbable any conduct imputed to 
relevant. him, is irrelevant except in so far as 

such character appears from facts otherwise relevant. 

In criminal cases, previous 53 . In criminal proceedings, the 

good character relevant. fact that the person accused is of a good 

character is relevant. 

54 . * In criminal proceedings, the fact that the accused person 
Previous bad character not has a bad character is irrelevant unless. 

relevant except in reply, evidence has been given that he has a 
good character, in which case it becomes relevant. 

Explanation i , — ^This section does not apply to cases in wWch 
the bad character of any person is itself a fact in issue. 

Explanation 2 . — A previous conviction is relevant as evidence 
of bad character. 

55 . In civil cases, the fact, that the character of any person is 
Character as affecting Such as to afiect the amount of damages 

damages. which he Ought to receive, is relevant. 

Explanation.— In sections 52, 53, 54, and 55, the word 
character ” includes both reputation and disposition ; but, exctpi 


* The present s. 54 has been substituted for the original by the Indian 
Evidence Act (187a) Amendment Act (III. of 1891), s. 6 . 
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provided in section ^4* evidence may be given only oi general 
reputation and general disposition, and not of particular acts by 
"wWch reputation or disposition, were shown. 


PART II.~ON PROOF. 

Chapter III. — Facts which need not be proved. 

Fact judicially noticeable 50 . No fact of which the Courtt 

need not be proved. will take judicial notice need be proved. 

Facts of which Court must 57 . The Court shall take judicial 

take judical notice. notice of the following facts : — 

(1) All laws or rules having the force of law, now or heretofore 
in force, or hereafter to be in force, in any part of British Ind'a ; 

(2) all public Acts passed or hereafter to be passed by Parlia- 
ment, and all local and personal Acts directed by* Parliament to be 
judicially noticed ; 

(3) Auicles of War for Her Majesty's Army or Navyj 

(4) (he course ol proceeding of Parliament, and of the Councils ' 
for the purposes of making Laws and Regulations established under 
the Indian Councils Actf or any ocher law for the time being re- 
lating thereto : 

Explanation . — The word “ Parliament,” in clauses (2) and (4), 
includes — 

(1) the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Ireland ; 

(2) the Parliament of Great Britain ; 

(3) the Parliament of England : 

(4) the Parliament of Scotland ; and 

(5) the Parliament of Ireland ; 

(5) the accession and the sign manual of the Sovereign for' 
the time being of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ; 

(6) all seals of which English Courts take judicial notice ; the 
seals of all the Courts of British India,' and of all Courts out of ^ 

* In the Explanation to s. 55, the italicized words have been inserted, 
by the Indiao Evidence Act (1872) Amendment Act (III, of 1891), s. 7. 

t Stat. 24 & 25 Viet., c. 67. 



38 


EVIDENCE. 


[Act 1. 


British India, established by the authority of the Governor-General*' 
or any Local Government in Council ; the seals of Courts of A d* 
miralty and Maridme Jurisdicdon, and of Notaries Public ; and all- 
seals which any person is authorized to use by any Act of Parlia- 
ment or other Act or Regulation having the force of law in British 
India; 

(7) the accession to office, names, titles, functions, and signa- 
tures of the persons filling, for the time being, any public office in 
any part of British India if the fact of their appointment to such 
office is notified in the Gazetie of India, or in the official gazette of 
any Local Government ; 

(8) the existence, title, and national flag of every State or 
Sovereign recognized by the British Crown ; 

(9) the divisions of time, the Geographical divisions of the 
world, and public festivals, fasts, and holidays notified m the official 
gazette ; 

(10) the territories under the dominion of the British Crown; 

(11) the commencement, continuance, and termination of 
hostilities between the British Crown and any other State or body 
of persons ; 

(12) the names of the members and officers of the Court, 
and of their deputies and subordinate officers and assistants, and 
also of all officers acting in execution of its process, and of all 
advocates, attorneys, proctors, vakils, pleaders, and other persons 
authorized by law to appear or act before it ; 

(13) the rule of the Road “ on land or at sea.”t 

In all these cases,:]; and also on all matters of public history, 
literature, science, or art, the Court may resort for its aid to appro- 
priate books or documents or reference. 

If the Court is called upon by any person to take judici^ 
notice of any fact, it may refuse to do so unless and until such 
person produces any such book or document as it may consider 
necessary to enable it to do so. 


* For lists of such Courts, see the Notifications printed on pp- 37 * ® 
374 of the Western India Volume of the Lists of British Enactments m lorce 
in Native States. . j 1, 

t The words quoted in s. 37, para, (i3)( have been inserted by 
Indian Evidence Act (1872) Amendment Act (XVIII. of 1872), s- S- ^ 
% For an additional case, see the Code of Civil Procedure (Ao^ • 
of 1908) s. 84. 
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58. No fact need be proved in any proceeding wluch the 
Facts admitted need not be parties thereto or their agents agree to 
proved. admit at the hearing, or which, before 

the hearing, they agree to admit by any writing under their hands, 
or which, by any rule of pleading in force at the lime, tlrey are_ 
deemed to have admitted by (heir pleadings : 

Provided that the Court may, in its discretion, require the 
facts admitted to be proved otherwise than by such admissions. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Of Oral Evidence. 

Proof of facts by oral evi- 59- All facts, except the contents 

dence, of documents, may be proved by oral 

evidence. 

Oral evidence must be di- 60. Oral evidence must, in all 

recc. cases whatever, be direct; that is to 

say,— 1 

if it refers to a fact which could be seen, it must be the evi- 
dence of a witness who says he saw it ; 

if it refers to a fact which could be heard, it must be the evi- 
dence of a witness who says he heard it ; 

if it refers to a fact which could be perceived by any other 
sense, or in any other manner, it must be the evidence of a writness 
who says he perceived it by that sense, or in that manner ; 

if it refers to an opinion, or to the grounds on which that 
opinion is held, it must be the evidence of the person who holds 
that opinion on those grounds : 

Provided that the opinions of experts expressed in any treatise 
commonly otfered for sale, and tire grounds on which such opinions 
are held, may be proved by the produciion of such treatise, if the 
author is dead, or cannot be found, or has become incapable of 
giving evidence, or cannot be called as a witness without an amount 
of delay or expense which the .Court regards as unreasonable : 

Provided, also, diat, if oral evidence refers to the existence or 
condition of any material tiring other than a document, the Cour 
may, if it thinks fit, require the produci'on of such material thing for 
its inspection. 
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CHABTER V. 


Of Documentary Evidence. 


Proof o£ contents o£ docu* ® 1 • Ths contents of documents 

“ents. ■ may be proved either by primary or by 

secondary evidence. 


Primary evidence- 


62. Primary evidence means the 
document itself produced for the inspec- 
tion of the Court. 


Expan alion /. — Where a document is executed in several 
parts, each part is primary evidence of the document. 

Where a document is executed in counterparts, each counter- 
part being executed by one or some of the parties only, each 
counterpart is primary evidence as against the parties executing it. 

Explnnaiion a.— Where a number of documents are all made 
by one uniform process, as in the case of printing, lithography, or 
photography, each is primary evidence of the contents of tire rest; 
but, where they are all copies of a common original, they are not 
primary evidence of the contents of the original. 

Illustration, 

A person is shown to have been in possession of a number of placards, 
all printed at one time from one original. Any one of the placards is 
primary evidence of the contents of any other, but no one of them is primary 
evidence of the contents of the original. 

Secondary evidence. . , Secondary evidence means and 

mcludes — 

(1) certified copies given under the provisions hereinafter 

contained ;* 

(2) copies made from the original by mechanical processes, 

which, in themselves, insure the accuracy of the 

copy, and copies compared with such copies ; 

(3) copies made from, or compared with, the original; 

(4) counterparts of document as against the parties who did 

not execute them ; 

(5) oral accounts of the contents of a document given by 

some person who has himself seen it. 


* See s. j6, infra. 
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Illustraiions, 

(a.) A photograph of an original is secondary evidence of its contents, 
though the two have not been compared, if it is proved that the thing 
photographed was the original. 

(S.) A copy compared with a copy of a letter made by a copying- 
machine is secondary evidence of the contents of the letter if it is shown 
that the copy made by the copying-machine was made from the original. 

(c.) A copy transcribed from a copy, but afterwards compared with the 
original, is secondary evidence, but the copy not so compared is not 
secondary evidence, of the original, although the copy from which it was 
transcribed was compared with the original. 

(li.) Neither an oral account of a copy compared with the original nor 
an oral account of a photograph or machine-copy of the original, is 
secondary evidence of the original. 

Proof of documents by 04. D0CUm6ntS IDUSt bc proVcd 

piimaty evidence. by pTimaiy evidence except in the cases 

hereinafter mentioned. 

Cases in which secondary 65. Secondary evidence may b® 

evidence relating to docu- given of the existence, condition, 
ments may be given. contents of a document in the follow- 

ing cases : — 

( 12 ) When the original is shown or appears to be in the 
possession or power — 

of the person against whom the document is sought to be 
proved, or 

of any person out of reach of, or not subject to, the pro- 
cess of the Court, or 

of any person legally bound to produce it, 

and when, after the notice mentioned in section 66, such 
person does not produce it ; 

(3) when the existence, condition, or contents of the ori- 
ginal have been proved to be admitted m writing 
by the person against whom it is proved, or by his 
representative in interest ; 

(c) when the original has been destroyed or lost, or when 

the party offering evidence of its contents cannot, 
for any other reason not arising from his own de- 
fault or neglect, produce it in reasonable lime ; 

(d) when the original is of such a nature as not to be easily 

moveable ; 
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{e) when the original is a public document within the 
meaning of section 74 ; 

(/) when the original is a document of whtch a certified’ 
copy is permitted by this Act, or by any other 
law in force m British India, to be given in evi- 
dence ; 

(^) when the originals consist of numerous accounts 
or other documents which cannot conveniently be 
examined in Court, and the fact to be proved is the 
general result of the wiiole collection. 

In cases {a), (c), [<l\ any secondary evidence of the contents of 
the document is admissible. 

In case {b}, the written admission is admissible. 

In case {/) or ( /), a certified copy of the document, but no 
otlier kind of secondary evidence, is admissible. 

In case (^', evidence may be given as to tlie general result of 
the documents by any person who has examined them, and who is 
skilled in (he examination of such documents. 

66. Secondary evidence of the contents of the documents 
Rules as to notice to pro- referred to in Section 65, clause (a), shall 
duce. not be given unless the party proposing 

to give such secondary evidence has previously given to (he party 
in whose possession or power the document is, “ or to his attorney 
or pleader,”* such notice to produce it as is prescribed by law; 
and, if no notice is prescribed by law, then such notice as the 
Court considers reasonable under the circumstances of the case : 

Provided that such notice shall not be required in order 
to render secondary evidence admissible in any of the foliow* 
ing cases, or in any other case in which the Court thinks fit to 
dispense with it : — 

(1) When the document to be proved is itself a notice ; 

(2) when, from the nature of the case, the adverse par^"' 

must know that he will be required to produce it ; 

(3) when it appears or is proved that the adverse party 

has obtained possession of the original by 
or force ; 

* In s. 66, the words quoted have been inserted by Act XVlU- o^‘ 
187 a, s. 6. 
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• ( 4 ) when the adverse party or his agent has the original 

in Court ; 

( 5 ) when the adverse party or his agent has admitted the 

loss of the document ; 

( 6 ) when the person in possession of the document is 

out of reach of, or not subject to, the process of 
the Court. 

67. If a document is alleged to be signed or to have been 

Proof of signature and ^^itten wholly or in part, by any per- 

handwriting of person alieg* son, the signature Or the handwriting 

ed to have signed or written of SO much of the document as is 
document produced. alleged to be in that person’s hand- 

writing must be proved to be in his handwriting. 

68 . If a document is required by law to be attested, it shall 
Proof of execution of do- ^ot be used as evidence until one at- 

cument required by law to testing witness at least has been called 

be attested. for the purpose of proving its execution 

if there be an attesting witness alive and subject to the process of 

the Court, and capable of giving evidence. 

69. If no such attesting witness can be found, or if the 
Proof where no attesting document purports to have been exe- 

witness found. cuted in the United Kingdom, it must 

be proved that the attestation of one attesting witness at least is in 
his handwriting, and that the signature of the person executing the 
document is in the handwriting of that person. 

70. The admission of a party to an attested document 

Admission of execution by of its execution by himself shall be 

party to attested document. sufficient proof of its execution as, 
against him, though it be a document required by law to be, 

attested. 

71. If the attesting witness denies or does not recollect the 
Proof when attesting wit- execution of the document, its execu- 

ness denies the execution. tion, may be proved by other evidence. 

Proof of document not re- 72. An attested document not 

suited by law to be attested, required by law to be attested may be 

proved as if it was unattested. 
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73. In order to ascertain whether a signature, writing, or seal 
Comparison of signature, is that of the persoD by whoiu it purports 
•writing, or seal, with others to have been written or made, any signa- 
admjtted or proved. writing, or seal admitted or proved 

to the satisfaction of the Court to have been written or made by 
that person, may be compared with the one which is to be proved 
although that signature, writing, or seal has not been produced or 
proved for any otlier purpose. 

The Court may direct any person present in Court to write 
any words or figures for the purpose of enabling the Court to 
compare the words or figures so w'ritten with any words or figures 
alleged to have been written by such person. 

This section applies also, with any necessary modifications, to 
finger impressions,* 

Public Documents. 


Public documents. 


74. The following documents are 
public documents : — 


I. Documents forming the Acts, or records of the Acts — 


(i ) of the sovereign authority, 

(ii) of official bodies and tribunals, and 

(iii) of public officers, legislative, judicial, and executive, 

whether of British India, or of any other part of Her 
Majesty's dominions, or of a foreign country. 

2 . Public records kept in British India of private documents. 


Private documents. 


75. All other documents are pn- 

vate. 


76. Every public officer having the custody of a public 
Certified copies of public document which any person has a right 
documents. to inspect Shall give that person, on 

demand, a copy of it, on payment of the legal fees therefor, 
together with a certificate written at the foot of such copy that it is 
a true copy of such document or part thereof, as the case may be, 
and such certificate shall be dated and subscribed by such officer 
with his name and his official title, and shall be sealed whenever 
such officer is authorized by law to make use of a seal ; and sue 
copies so certified shall be called certified cop'es. _ 

* In s. 73, the last paragraph in Italics has been added by the Indian 
Evidence Act (V. of 1899), s. 3 (2). 
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Explanation. — Any officer who, by the ordinary coui'se of 
official duty, is authorized to deliver such copies, shall be deemed 
to have the custody of such documents within the meaning- of this 
section. 

77. Such certified copies may be produced in proof of the 
Proof of documents by contents of the public documents or 
production of certified copies, parts of the public documents of which 

they purport to be copies. 

Proof of other official 78. The following public docu- 

docuraents. ments may be proved as follows : — 

(1 ) Acts, orders, or notifications of the Executive Government 
of British India in any of its departments, or any Local Govern- 
ment or any department of any Local Government — 

by the records of the departments, certified by the heads of 
those departments respectively, 

or by any document purporting to be printed by order of 
any such Government : 

(2) The proceedings of the Legislatures — 

by the journals of those bodies respectively, or by published 
Acts or abstracts, or by copies purporting to be 
printed by order of Government : 

(3) Proclamations, orders, or regulations issued by Her 
hlajesty, or by the Privy Council, or by any department of Her 
IVIajesty's Government- — 

by copies or extracts contained in the London Gazette^ or 
purporting to be printed by the Queen’s Printer ; 

_ (4) The Acts of the Executive or the proceedings of the 
Legislature of a foreign country — 

by journals published by their authority, or commonly 
received in that country as such, or by a copy certi- 
, fied under the seal of the country or sovereign, or by 

a recognition thereof in some public Act of the 
Governor-General of India in Council : 

(5) The proceedings of a municipal body in British India—- 

by a copy of such proceedings certified by the legal keeper 
thereof, or by a printed book purporting to be 
published by the authority of such body : 

(.6) Public documents of any other class in a foreign country— 
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by the original, or by a copy certified by the legal keeper 
thereof, with a certificate under the seal of a Notary 
Public, or of a British Consul or Diplomatic Agent, 
that the copy is duly certified by die officer haring 
tlie legal custody of the original, and upon proof of 
die cliaracter of the document according to the law 
of the foreign country. 

PRESl/lin’IONS AS TO DOCUMENTS. 


79. The Court siiall presume every document purporting to 
Presumption as to Kenuine- he a Certificate, Certified copy or other 

ness of certified copies. documents Nvhich is by law declared to be 

admissible as evidence of any pardcular fact, and wliich purports 
to be duly cerdfied by any officer in British India, or by any officer 
in any Native State in alliance svidr Her Slajesty, who is duly author- 
ised drereto by the Governor General in Council, to be genuine : 

Provided that such document is substantially in the form, and 
purports to be executed in die manner, directed by law in that 
behalf. 

The Court shall also presume that any officer, by whom any 
sucii document purports to be signed or. certified, held, when he 
signed it, the official character which he claims in such paper. 

80. Whenever any document is produced before any Gout 
Presumption as to docu- purporting to be a record or memoias- 

ments produced asrecoidof efum of the evidence, or of any part of 
evidence. evidence, given by a witness in 

judicial proceeding, or before any officer authorized by law to take 
such evidence, or to be a statement or confession by any prisoner 
or accused person, taken in accordance with law, and purporting 
to be signed by any Judge or IMagistrate, or by any such officer as 
aforesaid, the Court shall presume — 

that the document is genuine; 

that statements as to ffie circumstances under which it 
taken purporting to be made by the person signing it, ate true ; and 

that such evidence, statement, or coniession, was duly taken. 


81- The Court shall presume ffie genuineness of every docu- 

D ment purporting to be the 

Presumption as to gazettes, i or the 

of any Bocat 


newspapers, private Acts of 
Parliament, and other docu- 


ments. 


ment 

Gazetti, or 
Government 
Government, 


Gazette 


or 


of any colony, depen- 
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4ency, or possession of the British Crown, or to be a newspaper or 
journal, or to be a copy of a private Act ol Parliament printed by 
the Queen’s Printer, and of every document purporting to be a 
' document directed by any law to be kept by any person, such 
..document is kept substantially in the form required by law, and is 
• produced from proper custody. 

82. When any document is produced before any Court, 
P,.s«mptio„ .S .0 docu. PurfKtog » be a documen! which, by 
nicnt admissible in EIng'land I3.W in forCG for tilG time uSlD^ in 
without proof of seal or England or Ireland, would be admis- 
signature. gjjjjg pj-gof of any particular in any 

, Court of Justice in Eagland, or Ireland, without proof of the seal or 
stamp or signature auihenticating it, or of the judicial or official 
character claimed by the person by whom it purports to be signed, 
the Court shall presume that such seal, stamp, or signature is 
genuine, and that the person signing it held, at the bme when he 
signed it, the judicial or official character which he claims, 

and the document shall be admissible for the same purpose 
■for which k would be admissible in England or Ireland. 


83. The Court shall presume that ‘maps or plans purporting 
Presumption as to maps or to be made by the authority of Govern- 
pians made by authority of meat were SO made and are accurate ; 
Government. maps or plans made for ffie purposes 

•of any cause must be proved to be accurate. 

,84. The Court shall presume the genuineness of every book 
Presumption as to collec- purporting to be printed or published 
lions of laws and reports of under the authority of the Government 
<iecisions. gf country, and to contain any of 

the laws of that country. 


• and- of every book purporting to contain reports of decisions 
of the Courts of such country. 


85. The court shall presume that every document purporting 
' Presumption as to powers- to be a power-of-attorney, and to have 
of-attorney. been executed before, and authenticated 

By, a Notary Public, or any Court, Judge, Magistrate, British Consul 
or Vice-Consul, or representative of Her Majesty, or of the'Goyem- 
naent of India, was so executed and authenticated. 
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80. Tile Court may presume that any document -ph^brting 
P,es«mpti<,ai..toc«iii:.d » be: a Certified cop);- 
copies of foreign judicial re- record 01 any country not forming part 
cords. of Her Majesty's domibidns Js: genuine 

and accurate if the document puiports to be certified ih any nmr 
ner which is certified by any representative of Her Majesty^ or of, 
the Government of India, “in or for such country to be tfie 
ner commonly in use in that country for the certification of copies 
of judicial records. , ■ . . , ; 

An officer who, wiih respect to any territory or place not forming 
Htr Mdiesiy's dominions, is a Poliheal Agent therefor, ^ 

^InndinsedioJ s'clause {40), of the General Clauses Act, 

ihall for the purposes 0/ this section, be deemed to be a representatue 
of the Government of India in and for the country comprising that; 
territory or place.\ ' , 

87 The Court may presume that any book to which .it my. 
* w books refer tor information on matters of pubUc 
charts. ' or general interest, and that any 

map or chart, tlie statements of wiiich are relevant facts, and, whig, 
is Droduced for its inspection, was written and published by. we, 
person, and at the time and place, by whom or at which it . purpo , 

to have been written or published. . - 

88. The Court may presume that a message fora'arded ; .fwp. 
Presumption as to tele- a telegraph office to the person td^wbom. 
graphic messages. such message purports jo.be addre|g. 

corresponds with a message delivered for transmission at the om 
from which the message purports to be sent; but the 
not make any presumption as to the person by whom suen 
was delivered for transmission. 

RO The Court shall presume that every document 

n to due ex- for, and not produced after notice 
ecSfonT&c°of documents produce, was attested, , ;; 

not produced. ecuted in the manner required by .law.c ^i;’.; 

• In s. 86 , the words quoted have been substituted jff 
“resident in," by the Indian Evidence Act (1872) Amendment 4 J 


of 1891). s. 8.^^^ as amended by s. 8 of the Indian. Evidence 

Amendment Act (III. of 1891), thd «2ed paragrg)h^b^^^^^ 

stituted for the aiiiended paragraph by -the Indian < •Evidence 

1899), s. 4 * ..' y-; 
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90. Where any document, purporting or proved to be thirty 
Presumption as to docu* years old, is produced from any custody 
ments thirty, years old. which the Court in the particular case 

considers proper, the Court may presume that the signature and 
every other part, of such document, which purports to be in the 
handwriting of any particular person, is in that person's handwriting, 
and, in the case of a document executed or attested, that it was 
duly executed and attested by the persons by whom it purports to 
be executed and attested. 

JSxplanaiion . — Documents are said to be in proper custody if 
they are in the- place in which, and under the care of the person 
with whom, they would naturally be ; but no custody is improper 
if it is proved to have had a legitimate origin, or if the circumstances 
of the particular case are such as to render such an origin probable. 

This explanation applies also to section 8i. 

, Illustrations. 

(a.) A has been in possession of landed property for a long time. He 
produces from his custody deeds relating to the land showing his titles to it ; 
The custody is proper. 

(6.) A produces deeds relating to landed property of which he is the 
mortgagee. The mortgagor is in possession : The custody is proper. 

(c.) A, a connection of B, produces deeds relating to lands in B's pos- 
session, which were deposited with him by B for safe custody ; The cus- 
tody is proper. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Of the Exclusion of Or.4I. by Documentary Evidence. 


91. When the terms of a contract, or of a grant, or of any 
Evidence of terms of con- • °*^her disposition of property have been 
tracts, grants, and other dis- reduced to the form of a document, and 
positions of property reduced in ^11 cases in which any matter is re- 
orm o ocument. quired by law to be reduced to the form 

of a document, no evidence* shall be given in proof of the terms 
of such contract, grant, or other disposition of property, or of such 
matter, except the document itself, or secondary evidence of its 


* Evidence may, however, be taken where a Criminal Court finds that 
a confession or other, statement of an accused person has not been recorded 
•n manner prescribed.— Sse the Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V- of 
*898), s. 533. 


Ev.— 4. 
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contents in cases in which secondary evidence is admissible under 
the^provisions hereinbefore contained. 

Exception /. — When a public oiScer is required by law to be 
appointed in writing, and when it is shown that any particular per- 
son has acted as such oiBcer, the writing by which he is appointed 
need not be proved. 

Exception 2 . — Wills “ admitted to probate in British India ”* 
may be proved by the probate. 

Explanation /, — This section applies equally to cases in which 
the contracts, grants, or dispositions of property referred to are 
contained in one document, and to cases in which they are con- 
tained in more documents than one. 

Explanation 2 . — Where there are more originals than one, 
one|originai only need be proved. 

Explanation j. — The statement, in any document whatever, 
of a fact other than the facts referred to in this section, shall not 
preclude the admission of oral evidence as to the same fact. 

lllitstrations, 

■ (a.) if a contract be contained in several letters, ali the letters in which 
it is contained must be proved. 

(6.) If a contract is contained in a bill of exchange, the bill of ex- 
change must be proved. 

(c.) IE a bill of exchange is drawn in a set of three, one only need hs 
proved. 

(«i.) A contracts in writing with B for the delivery of indigo upon 
certain terms. The contract mentions the fact that B had paid A the price 
of other indigo contracted for verbally on another occasion. 

Oral evidence is offered that no payment was made for the other indigo : 
The evidence is admissible. 

le.) A gives B a receipt for money paid by B. 

Oral evidence is offered of the payment. ' 

The evidence is admissible. 

92. When the terms of any such contract, grant, or other dis- 

Exciusion of evidence of position of property, or any 
oral agreement. quired by law to be reduced to the lonu 

.of a document, have been proved according to the last section, no 

* These words in s* 91, Exception 2, have been substituted 
words “under the Indian Succession Act^^ by^ the Indian Evidence . 

Amendment Act (XVIIl. of 1872), s. 7. 
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evidence of any ‘ oral agreement or statement shall be admitted, 
as between the parties to any such instrument or their representk- ' 
lives in interest, for the purpose of contradicting, varying, adding to 
or subtracting from, its terms : 

Proviso 1. — Any facts may be proved which would invalidate 
any document, or which would entitle any person to any decree or' 
order relating thereto ,* such as fraud, intimidation, illegality, want 
of due execution, want of capacity in any contracting party, want 
or* failure of consideration, or mistake in fact or law. 

' Proviso 2. — The existence of any separate oral agreement as- 
to any matter on which a document is silent, and which is not ih-- 
consistent with its terms, may be proved. In considering whether 
or not this proviso applies, the Court shall have regard to the degree 
of formality of the document. 

Proviso j. — The existence of any separate oral agreement, 
constituting a condition precedent to the attaching of any obligation 
under any such contract, grant, or disposition of property, may be 
proved. 

Proviso 4. — The existence of any distinct subsequent oral 
agreement to rescind or modify any such contract, grant, or dis- 
position of property may be proved, except in cases in which such 
contract, grant, or disposition of property is by law required to be 
in writing, or has been registered according to the law in force for 
the time being as to the registration of documents. 

Proviso 5. — Any usage or custom, by which incidents no 
•expressly mentioned in any contract are usually annexed to con- 
tracts of that description, may be proved : Provided that the an- 
nexing of such incident would not be repugnant to, or inepnsistent 
with, the express terms of the contract. 

Proviso 6. — Any fact may be proved which shows in what 
manner the language of a document is related to existing facts. 

Illusiraiions. , 

ji («.) A policy of insurance is effected on goods “ in ships from Calcutta 

( to London.’* The goods are shipped in particular ship which is lost. 

The fact, that that particular sh^p was orally excepted from the policy, 

^ cannot be proved. 

' 

/ In s. 92, Pro-a. i, the italicized word “or” has been . substituted for 

^ ” hy s. 8 of the Indian Evidence Act (1872) iVm^ridment Act 

$r (XVIU, of 187a). ' ■ ' ' 
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(i.) A agrees absolutely in writing to pay B Rs. i,ooo on the first Marck 
1873. The fact, that, at the same time, an oral agreement was made that the 
money should not be paid till the thirty- first March, capnot be proved. • 

(c.) An estate called “ the Rampuf Tea Estate ” is sold by a deed 
which contains a map of the property sold. The fact, that land not inclu- 
ded in the map had always been regarded as part of the estate, and was 
meant to pass by the deed, cannot be proved. 

[d.) A enters into a written contract with B to work certain mines, the 
property of B, upon certain terms. A was induced to do so by a mis- 
representation of B’s as to their value ; This fact may be proved. 

(^.) A institutes a suit against B for the specific performance of a con- 
tract, and also pays that the contract may be reformed as to one of its 
provisions, as that provision was inserted in it by mistake ; A may prove 
that such a mistake was made as would by law entitle him to have the 
contract reformed. 

(/I) A orders goods of B by a letter in which nothing is said as to the 
time of payment, and accepts the goods on delivery. B sues A for the 
price : A may show that the goods were supplied on credit for a term still 
unexpired. 

(g.) A sells B a horse, and verbally warrants him sound. A gives B 
a paper in these words — ‘‘ Bought of A a horse for Rs, 500 ; B may 
prove the verbal warranty. 

- (/{.) A hires lodgings of B, and gives B a card on which is written— 

Rooms, Rs. 200 a month ; ’ A may prove a verbal agreement that these 
erms were to include partial board. 

A hires lodgings of B for a year, and a regularly-stamped agreement, 
drawn up by an attorney, is made between them. It is silent on the subject 
of board ; A may not prove that board was included in the terms verbally. 

(/.) A applies to B for a debt due to A by sending .a receipt for the 
money. B keeps the receipt, and does not send the money : In a suit for 
the amount, A may prove this. 

(y.) A and B make a contract in writing to take effect upon the ba^ 
pening of a certain contingency. The writing is left with B, who sues A 
upon it : A may show the circumstances under which it was delivered. 

93. When the language used in a document is, on its 
Exclusion of evidence to ambiguous or defective, evidence may 
explain or amend ambiguous not be given of facts which, would sno 
document. meaning, or supply its defects. 

Illustrations. 

Rs 

(a.) A agrees, in writing, to sell a horse to B for Rs. 1,000 or 

1,500 : 

Evidence cannot be given to show which price was to be given. 

(^.) A deed contains blanks ; Evidence, cannot be given of facts whic 
'would show how they were meant to be filled. 
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94. When language used in a document is plain in itself. 
Exclusion of evidence ^nd when it applies accurately to exist- 

3 g-ainst application of docu- ing_ facts, , evidence may not be given to 
meat to existing facts. show that it was not meant to apply to 

such facts. 

Illustration, 

A sells to B, by deed, “ my estate at Rampur containing lOO bighas/^ 
A has an estate at Rampur containing lOO bighas; Evidence may not be 
given of the fact that the estate meant to be sold was one situated at a 
different place, and of a different size. 

95. When language used in a document is plain in itself. 
Evidence as to document ^ut is unmeaning in reference to exist- 

unmeaning in reference to ing facts, evidence may be given to show 
existing facts. that it was used in a peculiar sense. 

Illustration, 


A sells to B, by deed, “ my house in Calcutta.” 

A had no house in Calcutta, but it appears that he had a house afc 
Howrah, of which B had been in possession since the execution of the deed s 

These facts may be proved to show that the deed related to the house 
at Howrah. 

96. When the facts are such that the language used might 

Evidence as to application ^ave been meant to apply to any one, 
of language which can apply and could not have been meant to apply 
to one only of several persons, [q more than one, of Several persons or 
things, evidence may be given of facts which show which of those 
persons or things it was intended to apply to. 

lllustratioiis, 

(a.) A agrees to sell to B, for Rs. i,ooo, “ my white horse.” A has 
two white horses ; Evidence may be given of facts which show which of 
them was meant. 

(6.) A agrees to accompany 8 to Haidrabad : Evidence may be given 
of facts showing whether Haidrabad in the Deccan or Haidrabad in Sindh 
Was meant. 


97. When ihe language used applies partly to one set of 

Evidence as to application ^nd Partly to another set 

of language to one of two existing facts, but the whole of it 
of facts, to neither of does not apply coriectly to either, evi- 
^ correctly ^ence may be given to show to which 

of the two it was meant to apply. 
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JUudraii'oit. 

A a.ijrcca to soiJ to B “ my !.in'l at X iii thu occupation of Y." A has 
land at X, but not in the occupation of Y ; and ho ha;> land in the occu* 
pation of Y, bat it ia not at X: Evidence may be sjiven of facts showing 
which he meant to sell. 

9S. Evitiencti nifty be given to huow the meaning of illegible 
Eyi.lcuec as to tncaniog of or liOt coniuioaly intelligible characters 
illcgii-tc character, tVc. of foreign, cbsolcie, techihcftl, local, and 

provincial expressions of abbrevi.i-ions, ami ct words used in a 
peculiar sense. 


lU'.niratiur., 

A, A sculptor, agrees to sell to B ' all my mods.' A has both modeli 
and modelling touls •. Evidence may be given to show which he meant 
to .self. 

99. Persons, who are not p.trties to a document or their 
Who in.iy give evidence of representatives ill iiucrc.st, may giie evi* 

aKrccincnt varying terms of deitCe 01 any fftClS tending tO shOW a 
document, contemporaneous agreement varying the 

terms of the document. 

Jllustraiiott. 

A and B make a contract in writing that B shall sell A certain coltoa 
to be paid for on delivery. At the same time they m.ake an oral agree* 
meat that three months' credit shaff be given to A j This could not be 

ahown as between A and B, but it might be shown by C if it aiTected his 
interests. 

100. Nothing in this chapter contained shall be taken to 
Saving of provisions of affect any of the provisions of the bidian 

Indian Succession Act rclat* Succession Act (X, of l«05) as to unr 
ing to wills. construction of wills. 


PART 111.— PRODUCTION AND EFFECT OF 
EVIDENCE. 


CUMTCER VIL — Of THE BuRDEN OF PROOF. 

101. Whoever desires anv Court to give judgment as to any 
„ , , , legal rigiit or liability dependent on tne 

Burden of proof. existence of facts which he asserts must. 

prove that those facts exist. 
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When a person is bound to prove the existence of any fact , 
it is said that the burden of proof lies on that person. 

Illustrations* 

(a.) A desires a Court to give judgment that B shall be punished for a 
crime which A says B has committed : 

A must prove that B has committed the crime, 

(^,) A desires a Court to give judgment that he is entitled to certain 
land in the possession of B by reason of facts which he asserts, and which 
B denies, to be true ; > 

A must prove the existence of those facts. 

102. The burden of proof in a suit or proceeding lies on that 
On whom burden of proof person who would fail if no evidence at 

lies. all were given on either side. 

Illustrations* 

(a.) A sues B for land of which B is in possession, and which, as A 
asserts, was left to A by the will of C, B's father. 

If no evidence were given on either side, B would be entitled to retain 
his possession ; 

Therefore the burden of proof is on A. 

(6.) A sues B for money due on a bond. 

The execution of the bond is admitted, but B says that it was obtained 
by fraud, which A denies. 

If no evidence were given on either side, A would succeed, as the bond 
is not disputed, and the fraud is not proved : 

Therefore the burden of proof is on B. 

103. The burden of proof as to any particular fact lies on that 
Burden of proof as to par- person who wishes the Court to believe in 

ticular fact, its existence unless it is provided by any 

law that the proof of that fact shall he on any particular person. 

Illustration, 

A prosecutes B for theft, and wishes the Court to believe that Ej ad- 
mitted the theft to C : A must prove the admission, ^ 

B wishes the Court to believe that, at the time in question, he was 
elsewhere ; He must prove it, ? 

104. The burden of proving any fact necessary to be proved 

Burden of proving fact to to enable any person to give evi- 

be proved to make evidence dence of any other fact is on the person 
.admissible. vyis.hes to give such evidence. ■ 
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JUtisirations, 


(a.) A wishes to prove a dying declaration by B : A must prove B’s 
death. 

(6.) A wishes to prove, by secondary evidence, the contents of a lost 
document : 

A must prove that the document has been lost, 

105. When a person is accused of any ofience, the burden of 
Burden of oroving that P’^o^ing the existence of circumstances 

case of accused comes within bringing the case within any ot the 
exceptions. general exceptions in the Indian Penal 

Code, or within any special exception or proviso contained in any 
other part of the same Cede, or in any law defining the offence, is 
upon him, and the Court shall presume the absence of such cir- 
cumstances. 

lUiisiraiions, 

(o.) A, accused of murder, alleges that, by reason of unsoundness of 
mind, he did not know the nature of the act : 

The burden of proof is on A. 

(6.) A, accused of murder, alleges that, by grave and sudden provoca- 
tion, he was deprived of the power of self-control : 

The burden of proof is on A. 

{/:.) Section 325 of the Indian Penal Code provides that, whoever, 
except in the case provided for by section 335, voluntarily causes grievous 
hurt; shall be subject to certain punishments. 

A is charged with voluntarily causing grievous hurt under section 325 ; 

The burden of proving the circumstances bringing the case under 
section 335 lies on A. 

106. When any fact is specially within the knowledge of 
Burden of_ proving facts any person, the burden of proving that 

Specially within knowledge^ fact is upon him. 


Illustrations^ 


(a) When a person does an act with some intention other than tha 

which the character and circumstances of the act suggest, the burden 0 
proving that intention is upon him. 

(&.) A is charged with travelling on a railway without a ticket The 
burden of proving that he had a ticket is on him. 


107 . When the question is whether a man is alive or dea 
Burden of proving death it is shoWn that he WaS ^ 

of person known to have been thirty years, the „ ft 

alive within thirty years. he IS dead is on the person who auirius i 
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108. “ Provided that/’* when the question is whether a man 
Burden of proving that 's alive or dead, and it is proved that he 
person is alive who has not has not been heard of for seven years by 
been heard of for seven those who would naturally have heard 

of him if he had been alive, the burden 
of proving that he is alive is shifted /of the person who affirms it. 


109 . When the question is, whether persons are partners, 

landlord and tenant, or principal and 
agent, and it has been shown that they 
have been acting as such, the burden of 
proving that they do not stand, or have 
ceased to stand, to each other in those relationships, respectively, is 
on the person who affirms it. 


Burden of proof as to 
relationship in the cases of 
partners, landlord and tenant, 
principal and agent. 


110. When the question is, whether any person is owner of 
Burden of proof as to anything of which he is shown to be in 
ownership. possession, the burden of proving that 

he is not the owner is on the person who affirms that he is not the 
owner. 


111. Where there is a question as to the good faith of a 
Proof of good faith in transaction between parties, one of 
transactions where one party whom Stands tO the Other ID a position 
mn relation of active con- of active confidence, the burden of 
" proving the good faith of the transaction 

is on the party who is in a position of active confidence. 


Illustrations. 

(a.) The good faith of a sale by a client to an attorney is in question 
in a suit brought by the client s The burden of proving the good faith of 
the transaction is on the attorney. 

(6.) The good faith of a sale by a son just come of age to a father is 
in question in a suit brought by the son : The burden of proving the good 
faith of the transaction is on the father. 

112. The fact, that any person was born during the conti- 
Birth during marriage con- tinuance of a valid marriage between his 

elusive proof of legitimacy. mother and any man, or within two 

hundred and eighty days after its dissolution, the mother remaining 

* In s. 108, the words quoted have been inserted by s. g, Act XVIII. 
1872. • ^ . 1 

~ t In s. 108, the italicised words have been substituted for the word' 
on,’ by s. 9, Act XVIII., 1872.' 
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unmarried, shall be conclusive proof that be is the legitimate son of 
that man unless it can be -Shown that the parties to the marriage 
had no access to each other at any time when he could have been 
begotten. 

113- A notification in the GazeUe of India that any portion 
Proof of cession of terri- of British territory has been ceded to 
tory. any Native State, Prince, or Ruler,* 

shall be conclusive proof that a valid cession of such territory took 
place at the date mentioned in such notification. 

114. The Court may presume the existence of any fact 
Court may presume ex- which it thinks likely to have happened, 
jstence of cectaiu facts. regard being bad to the common course 

-of natural events, human conduce, and public and private business , 
in their relation to the facts of the particular case* 

Illustrations, 


The Court may presume — 

(ix.) that a man who is in possession of stolen goods soon after the 
theft is either the thief, or has received the goods knowing them to be 
stolen, unless he can account for his possession ; 

{b,) that an accomplice is unworthy of credit unless he is corroborated 
in material particulars ; 

(c,) that a bill of exchange, accepted or endorsed, was accepted or 
endorsed for good consideration ; 

(d.) that a thing or state of things which has been shown to be in ex- 
istence within a period shorter than that within which such things or state 
of things usually cease to exist, is still in existence ; 

(<?,) that judicial and official acts have been regularly performed ; 

{/.) that the common course of business has been followed in parti- 
cular cases ) 

{g,) that evidence which could be and is not produced would, if 
produced, be unfavourable to the person who withholds it ; 

[h,) that, if a man refuses to answer a question which he is not com^ 
pelled to answer by law, the answer, if given, would be unfavourable 

him ; 

(r.) that, when a document creating an obligation is in the hands o 
the obligor, the obligation has been discharged. 

But the Court shall also have regard to such facts as the foil 

considering whether such maxims do or do not apply to the pa 
' case belore it — 


See^ for example, Gan^iie of b\dia% Jan. 4, 1873, Pt. h, P* 
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as to illustration (a.)— ‘a shopkeeper has in his till a marked rupee soon 
after it was stolen, and cannot account for its possession specifically, but is 
continually receiving rupees in the course of his business ; 

as to illustration (6,) — A, a person of the highest character, is tried for 
causing a man^a death by an act of negligence in arranging certain machin* 
cry. B, a person of equally good character, who also took part in the ar- 
rangement, describes precisely what Wis done, and admits and explains the 
common carelessness of A and himself ] 

as to illustration (A.) — a crime is committed by several persons : A, B, 
and C, three of the criminals, arc captured on the spot, and kept apart from 
each other. Each gives an account of the crime implicating D, and the 
accounts corroborate each other in such a manner as to render previous 
concert highly improbtblo ; 

as to illustration (c.) — A, the drawer of bill of exchange, wa^ a man 
of business. B, the accepter, was a young and ignorant person, completely 
under A*s influence ; 

as to illustration — it is proved that a river ran in a certain course 
five years ago, but it is known that there have been floods since that time 
which might change its course ; 

as to illustration (e ») — a judicial act, the regularity of which is in ques-* 
tion, was performed under exceptional circumstances ; 

as to illustration (/.) — the question is, whether a letter was received ; 
it is shown to have been posted, but the usual course of the post was 
interrupted by disturbances ; 

as to illustration (g.) — a man refuses to produce a document which 
would bear on a contract of small importance on whic’u he is sued, but 
which might also injure the feelings and reputation of his family ; 

as to illustration (A.)*— a man refuses to answer a question which he is 
not compelled by law to answer, but the answer to it might cause loss to 
him in matters unconnected with the matter in relation to which it is 
asked ; 

as to illustration (j.) — a bond is in possession of the obligor, but the 
circumstances of the case are such that he may have stolen it. 


Ckapter VIIL — Estoppel, 


115. When one person has, by his declaration, act, or 
, omission, intentionally caused or per- 

* mitied another person to believe a thing 

to be true, and to act upon such belief, neither he nor his repre- 
sentative shall be allowed, in any suit or proceeding between himself 
and such person or his representative, to deny ' the truth of that 
thing. 
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Illustration, 

A intentionally and falsely leads B to believe that certain land belongs 
to A, and thereby induces B to buy and pay for it. 

The land afterwards becomes the property of A, and A seeks to set aside 
the sale on the ground that, at the time of the sale, he had no title : He 
must not be allowed to prove his want of title. 


116. No tenant of immoveale property, or person claiming 
„ , , , , ^ through such tenant, shall, during the 

s oppe o enan . continuance of the tenancy, be permitted 

to deny that the landlord of such tenant had, at the beginning of 
the tenancy, a title to such immoveable property j and no person 
and of license of person in who Came upon any immoveable pro- 
possession. party by the license of the person in 

possession thereof shall be permitted to deny that such person had 
a title to such possession at the time when such license was given. 


117. No acceptor of a bill of exchange shall be permitted 
Estoppel of acceptor of ^0 that the drawer had authority to 

bill of exchange, bailee, or draw such bill, or to endorse It ; nor snail 
licensee. any bailee or licensee be permitted to 

deny that his bailor or licensor bad, at the time when the bailment 
or license commenced, authority to make such bailment, or grant 
such license. 


£xplanaiion /.—The acceptor of a bill of exchange may deny 
that the bill was really drawn by the person by whom it purports to 
iave been drawn. 

Explanation 2 . — ■!! a bailee delivers the goods bailed to a 
person other than the bailor, he may prove that such person had a 
right to them as against the bailor. 


Chapter IX. — Of Witnesses. 

118. All persons shall be competent to testify unless the 
- Court considers that they are proven 

Who may testify. understanding the question puUo 

,them, or from giving rational answers to those questions, by 
years, extreme old age, disease, whether of body or mind, o 
other cause of the same kind. 
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Explanaiion . — A lunatic is not incompetent to testify unless 
he is prevented by his lunacy from understanding- the questions - 
put to him, and giving rational answers to them. 


119. A witness who is unable to speak may give his evidence 
_ , . 'in any other manner in which he can 

um witnesses. make it intelligible, as by writing, or by 

sign; but such writing must be written, and the signs made, in open 
Court. 


Evidence so given shall be deemed to be oral evidence. 


120. In all civil proceedings, the parties to the suit, and the 
Parties to civil suit and husband Or wife of any party to tlie suit, 
their wives or husbands. shall be competent Witnesses. In crimi- 

Husband or wife of person nal proceedings against any person, the 
under criminal trial. husband or wife of such person, respec- 

tively, shall be a competent witness. 


121. No Judge or Magistrate shall, except upon the special' 
, , order of some Court to which be is sub- 

Ju ges an agis ra es. ordinate, be compelled to answer any. 

questions as to his own conduct in Court as such Judge or Magis- 
trate, or as to anything which came to his knowledge in Court as 
such Judge or Magistrate ; but ,he may be examined as to other 
matters which occurred in his presence whilst he was so acting. 


Illustrations, 

(a.) A, on his trial before the Court of Session, says that a deposition 
was improperly taken by B, the Magistrate : B cannot be compelled to 
answer questions as to this, except upon the special order of a superior 
Court. 

(6,) A is accused before the Court of Session of having given false 
evidence before B, a Magistrate : B cannot be asked what A said except 
upon the special order of the superior Court. 

(r.) A is accused before the Court of Session of attempting to murder 
a police-officer whilst on his trial before B, a Sessions Judge; B may ber 
examined as to what occurred. 

122. No person who is or has been married shall be com- 
Communications during pelled to disciose any communication 
marriage. made to him during marriage by an 7 

person to whom he is or has been married ; nor shall he be per- 
mitted to disclose any such communication, unless the person who 
made it or his representative in interest consents except in suitSr- 
between married persons, or proceedings in which one marriedL 
person is prosecuted for any crime committed against the other. 
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123. No one shall bo psrmittvd to give any evidence derived 
EvidcMCij ;is tu a(T.ai« o( from unpublished official records relat- 
Statu, ing to any affairs of State except with 

the pennission of the officer at the head of tlie Department con- 
cerned, shall give or withhold such permission as the thinks fit. 


124- No public officer shall be compelled to disclose com- 
, ... municatioiis made to him in official 

Ullictal cuir.inuniotionu. c j l .! - j .u... 

confidence when the considers that tne 
public interests would sutler by the disclosure. 


125.'* No Magistrate or police-officerf shall be compelled 
Infurtnation a.s toconiniis- to say wiieiice he got any information 
sion of (jffc.iccs. as to the commission of any offence, 

and no rev'enue-oiTicer shall be compelled to s.ay whence he got 
any information as to the commission of any offence against the 
public revenue. 


jSxphvtaiton. — “ Revenue-officer " in this section means any 
officer employed in or about the business of any branch of the 
public revenue. 

126. No barrister, attorney, pleader, or vakil siiall, at any 
_ Prufesbion.ll cominutiica- time, be permitted, unless _ with his 
tions. client's e.xpress consent, to disclose any 

communication made to him in the course, and for the purpose, 
of his empio; merit as such barrister, pleader, attorney, or vakil, by 
or on behalf of his client, or to state the contents or condition of 
any document with which he has become acquainted in the course, 
and for the purpose, of his professional employment, or to disclose 
any advice given by him to bis client in the ccurse, and for the 
purpose, of such employment : 

Provided that nothing in this section shall protect from dis* 
closure — 


(i; any such communication made in furtherance of any 
illegalj purpose; 


* Substituted, by Act III, of iSSy, for the section originally . 

t All the privileges which a police-officer has under s. of 
have been conferred on a Commandant or Second in Command 
Police in Burma . — See the Burma Military Police Act (XV. of 1887), s. 3 - 
$ The word "illegal" has been substituted for the word “ cniiunai 
by the Indian Evidence Act Amendment Act (XVIII. of 1872), s. lo.- 
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■ (2) any fact observed by any barrister, pleader, attorney, or 
vakil in the course of his employment as such, showing that any 
crime or fraud has been commuted since the commencement of 
bis employment. 

It is immaterial whether the attention of such barrister, plead- 
er,* attorney, or vakil was or was not directed to such fact by or 
on behalf of his client. 

Explanaiion , — The obligation stated in this section continues 
after the employment has ceased. 

lllusiraiioris, 

{a.) A, a client, says to B, an attorney, I have committed forgery^ 
and I with you to defend me : 

As the defence of a man known to be guilty is not a criminal purpose, 
this communication is protected from disclosure. 

(6.) A, a client, says to B, an attorney, I wish to obtain possession 
of property by the use of a forged deed on which I request you to sue : ’’ 

This communication, being made in furtherance of a criminal purpose, 
is not protected from disclosure. 

(c.) A being charged with embezzlement, retains B, an attorney, to 
defend him. In the course of the proceedings, B observes that an entry 
has been made in A^s account-book, charging A with the sum said. to have 
been embezzled, which entry was not in the book at the commencement of 
his employment : 

This being a fact observed by B in the course of his employment, 
showing that a fraud has been committed since the commencement of the 
proceedings, it is not protected from disclosure. 

127 . The provisions of section 226 shall apply to inter^ 
Section 126 to apply to preters, and the clerks or servants of 

interpreters, &c. barristers, pleaders, attorneys, and 

vakils. 

128 . If any party to a suit gives evidence therein at his own 
Privilege not waived by instance or Otherwise, he shall not be 

volunteering evidence. ' deemed to have consented thereby to 

such disclosure as is mentioned in section 126; and, if any party 
to a suit or proceeding calls any such barrister, pleader,^ attorney, 
or vakil as a witness, he shall » be deemed to have consented to 
Such disclosure only if he questions such barrister, pleader,^ 

* in ss. 126 and 128, the word pleader,^’ wherever it occurs, has been 
inserted by the Indian Evidence Act (1872) Amendment Act (XVIfl, of 
X873), S. 10, ; , I 
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ISt-. No one shall be compelled to disclose to the Court 
Confidentiat communica- any confidential Communication which 
nons wuh e^aladv.sers. has taken place' between him and his 
legal profeSbional adviser unless lie offers himself as a witness in 
which case he may be compeiied to disclose zny 
cations as may appear to the Court necessary to be known in 
order to explain any evidence which he has given, but no others. 

130. No witness who is not a party to a suit shall be compelled 
Production of title-deeds Produce his title-deeds to any DroDertv 

of moo., not O po,.y. ^ or any documew In virtue of wiiich ho 
holds any ptoporty as pledgee or mortgagee, or any document the 
producuou of winch might tend to criminate him, unless he has 
agreed m writing to produce them with the person seeking the pro- 
duction of such deeds, or some person through whom he claims. 

131. No . one shall be compeiled to produce documenis'in' 
Production of documents possession which any. other person 

would be entitled to refuse to produce 
if they were in his possession unless 
such last mentioned person consents to 
their production* 

132. A witness shall not be excused from answering any 

Witness not excused from question as to any matter relevant to 
answering on ground that ^ ^ 

answer will criminate* ♦ m ^ IH ISSUe in any suit, Of 10 

, j .u . u criminal proceeding, upon 

he ground that the answer to such question will &iminate, dr may 

^ mduectly, to criminate, such witness, or that it 
Will expose, oi tend, directly or indirectly, to expose, such witness 
to a penalty or lorfeiture of any kind : 

Provided that no such answer, which a witness shall be com- 
Proviso. pelled to give, shall subject him to 

... . . any arrest or prosecution, or be. proved 

against him in any criminal proceeding, except a prosecution for 
giving false evidence by such answer. 

133. An accomplice shall be a competent witness against 
Accomplice. . accused person ; and a conviction 

..rv/vrv fK , merely because it proceeds 

upon- the uncorroborated testiihony of an' accomplice. 


which another person, having 
possession, could refuse to 
produce* 
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134. No particular nrunber of witnesses shall, in any 
, , . case, be required for the proof of any 

Number of witnesses. 


Chapter X. — Of ,thb Ex.uunation of Witnesses. 

135. The order in which witnesses are produced and ex-- 
Order of production and amined shall be regulated by the law 
examination of witnesses. and practice for the time being relating 
to civil and criminal procedure respectively, and, in the absence 
of any such law, by the discretion of the Court. 

133. When either party proposes to give evidence of any 
Judge to decide as to, ad- fact, the Judge may ask the party pro- 
missibiiity of evidence. posing to give the evidence in what 

manner the alleged fact, 'if proved, would be relevant; and the 
judge shall admit the evidence if he thinks that the fact, if proved, 
woidd be relevant, apd flot , otherwise. 

If the fact proposed , to be prpved is one of which evidence is 
admissible only upon proof of some other fact, such last-mentioned 
fact must be proved before evidence is given of the fact first men- 
tioned unless the party undertakes to give proof of such fact, and 
the Court is satisfied with such undertaking. 

If the relevancy of one alleged fact depends upon another 
alleged fact being first proyed, the Judge ipay, in his discretion, 
either permit evidence of ,the first fact to be given before the second. 

I fact is proved, or require evidence to be given of the second fact 
, before evidence is given of the first fact. 

t 

Ulusiraiions, 

' (a.) It is proposed to prove a statement about a relevant fact by 

person alleged to be de^dj which statement is relevant under s. 32 ; i 

^ The fact, that the person is dead, must )De proved by the person propos- 
^ ^ ing to prove the statement before evidence is given of the statement, 

(6.) It is proposed to prove, by a qopy, the contents of a document 
said to be lost : 

^ The fact, that the original isdqst, must be proved, by the person pro- 
posing to produce the copy, before the copy is produced. 

A is accused of receiving stolen property knowing it to have. been 

Ev.-^Sr 
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It is proposed to provejthat he denied the possession of the property. 

The relevancy of the denial depends on the identity of the properly. 
The Court may, in its disci ction, either require the property to be identified 
before the denial of the possession is proved, or permit the denial of the 
possession to be proved before the property is identified. 

{d,) It is proposed to prove a fact (A) which is said to have been the 
cause or effect of a fact in issue. There are several intermediate facts 
(B, C, and D), which must be shown to exist before the fact (A) can be 
regarded as the cause or effect of the fact in issue ; The Court may either 
permit A to be proved before B, C, or D is proved, or may require proof.cf 
B, C, and D before permitting proof of A. , 


1S7. The examination of a witness by the party who calls 

him shall be called his examination- 


Examination-in-chief* 


in-chief. 


' Cross-examination* 


The examination of a fitness by 
the adverse parly shall be called his 
cross-examinati on. 


The examination 

Re-examination* 


of a witness, - subsequent to the cross-ex- 
amination, by the party who called him, 
shall be called his re-examination. 


1 38. Witnesses shall be first examined-in-chief; then (if the 
Order of examinations. adverse party SO desires) cross-f- 

Direction of re-examina- amined, then (if the party calling h® 
tion. - SO desires) re-examined. 


The examination and cross-examination must relate to relevant 
facts, but the cross-examination need not be confined to the facts to 
which the witness testified on his examination-in-chief. 

The re-examination shall be directed to the explanation of 
matters referred to in cross-examination ; and, if new matter is. by 
permission of the Court, introduced tn re-examination, the adverse 
party may further cross-examine upon that matter. 


130. A person summoned to produce a document does 
Cros..exam5nat5on of per- not become a witiiess by mere ‘ac 
son called to produce a docu- that he produces it, and cannot pe ciu ^ 
ment. examined unless and until he is 

as a witness. ’ 


called 


. . . 140. Witnesses to character m^y 

Witr esses to character. cross-examined and re-examined. 
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141. Any question suggesting the answer which the person 

putting it wishes ' or expects to receive is 
Leading questions. Called a leading question. 

142. Leading questions must not, if objected to by the 
When they must not be adverse parly, be asked in an exaraba- 

-.asked. tion-in-cliief, or in a re-examination, ex- 

cept with the permission of the Court. 

The Court shall permit leading questions as to matters which 
-are introductory or undisputed, or which liave, it its opinion, been 
.already sufficiently proved. 

143. Leading questions may be 
. When they may be asked, ^sked in cross-examinauon. 

144. Any witness may be asked, whilst under e-xamination, 

Evidence as to matters in wheffier any contract, grant, or other 

^yfiting. disposition of properly as to which he is 

giving evidence, was not contained in a document ; and, if he says 
that it was, or if he is about to make any statement as to the con- 
tents of any document, which, in the opinion of the Court, ought to 
be produced, ffie adverse party may object to such evidence being 
.given until such document is produced, or until facts have been 

proved which entitle the party who called tlie witness lo give 

secondary evidence of it. 

Explanation. — A witness may give, oral evidence of statements 
made by other persons about the contents of documents if such 
statements are in themselves relevant facts. 

'Illustration. ' - ' * 

The question is, whether A assaulted B. 

C depose's that he heard A say to D, “ B wrote a letter accusing me of 
'theft, and 1 will be revenged on him: ’’ This statement is relevant as. show- 
ing A’s motive for. the assault, and evidence may be given of it, though no 
-other evidence is given about the letter. 

145. A witness may be cross-examined as to previous state- 
' Cross-examination as to .ments made by him in writing or re- 
previuus statements in writ- duced into writing, and . relevant to 

matters in question, without such writing 
being shown to him, or being proved ; but, if it is intended to con- 
-•tradict him by the writing,* his attention must, before the writing 


* This applies to police-diaries . — See s. 172, Act-V, of 1898. 
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can be proved, be called to those parts of it which are to be used 
for the purpose' of- contradicting him. 

146 . Wheh a witness is cross-examined, he may, in addition 
Questions lawful in cross- to ^he questions hereinbefore referred to, 

examination. be asked any questions which tend — 

(1) to test his veracity; 

(2) to discover who he is, and what is his position in liie, or 

(3) to. shake his credit by injuring his character, although the- 
answer to such questions might tend, directly or indirectly, to 
criminate him, or might expose, or tend, directly or indirectly, to 
expose, him to a penalty or forfeiture. 

147 . If any such question relates to a matter relevant to 
When witness to be com- 'he Suit Or proceeding, the provisions of 

pelled to answer. Section 132 shall apply thereto. 

148 . If any such question relates a matter not relevant 
Court to decide when ques- to the Suit Of proceeding except in sa 

tion shall be asked, and when far as it affects the credit of the witness 
witness compelled to answer. injuring his character, the Court 

shall decide w'hether or not the witness shall be compelled to 
answer it, and may, if it thinks fit, wain the witness that he is not 
obliged to answer it. In exercising its discretion, the Couit shall 
have regard to the following considerations: — 

(1) Such questions are proper if they are of such a nature 
that the truth of the imputation conveyed by them would seiiously 
affect the opinion of the Court as to the credibility of the witness 
on the matter to which he testifies : 

(2) Such questions are improper if the imputation which they 
convey relates to matter so remote in time, or of such a character, 
tliat the truth of the imputation would not affect, or ivould affect Jn 
a slight degree, the opinion of the Court as to the credibility cf th& 
witness on the matter to which he testifies ; 

(3) Such questions are improper if there is a great dispropor- 
tion beween the importance of the imputation made against the 
witness’s character and the importance of his evidence : 

(4) The Court >may, if it sees fit, draw, from the 
refusal to answer, the inference that the answer, if given, would 
unfavourable. 
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149. No such question as is referred to in section 148 ought 

Question not to be ;isUcd ilsked unlcss ihc pcrson asicing 

wimout reasonable jicounds. it has re^tsonablc grounds for lliinkiug 
tliat the irapulaiion which it convoys is well-loundetl 

Illusiraiions. 

(a.) A barrister is instructed by an attorney or vakit that an important 
witness is a dakaitiThis is a reasonable ground for asking the witnesj 
whether he is a dakait, 

(i^) A pleader is informed by a person in Court that an important 
witness is a dakait. The informant, on being questioned by the pleader, 
gives satisfactory reasons for his statement : This is a reasonable ground 
for asking the witness whether he is a dakait. 

(r.) A witness, of whom nothing whatever is known. Is asked at 
random whether he is a dak*ut; There arc here no reasonable grounds 
for the question. 

{<i.) A witness, of whom nothing svhatcver is known, being questioned 
as to his mode of life and means of living, gives unsatisfactory answers ; 
This may be a reasonable gronnd for asking hini if he is a dakait. 

150. If Uie Covirt is of opinion that any such question was 
Procedure of Code in case askccl without reasonable grounds, it 

of question bciui; asked may, if it was aslced by any barrister, 
without reasonable grounds, pleader, vakil. Or attorney, report the 

circumstances of the case to the High Court or other authority 
to which such barrister, pleader, vakil, or attorney is subject in the 
exercise of his profession. 

151. The Court may forbid any questions or inquiries 
Indecent and scand.-»lous which U regards as 'ndecent or scanda- 

questions. lous although such questions or in- 

quiries may have some bearing on tlie questions before the Court 
unless they relate to facts in issue, or to matters necessary to be 
known in order to determine whetlier or not the facts in issue 
existed. 

152. The Court shall forbid any question which appears 

Questions intended to in- he intended to insuIt or annoy, 

suiror annoy, or which, though proper in itself, ap- 

pears to the Court needlessly offensive in form. 

153. When a witness has been asked, and has answered. 
Exclusion of evidence to any question which is relevant to the 

contradict answers to ques- inquiry* only in SO far as it tends to 
tions testjng veracity. shake his credit by injuring his cliaracter. 
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no evidence' shall be given to contradict him; but, if he answers 
falsely, he may aftenvards be charged with giving false evidence. 

ExcipHm /. — ^If a witness is asked whether he has been pre- • 
viously convicted of any crime, and denies it, evidence may be' 
given of his previous conviction. 

Exception 3. — if a witness is asked any question fending to 
impeach his impartiality, and answers it by .denying the facts- 
suggesled, he may be contradicted. 


Jltusiraiions* 

(<j.) A claim against an underwriter is resisted on the ground of 
fraud* 

The claimant is^ asked whether, in a former transaction, he had not 
made a fraudulent claim. He denies it. 

Evidence is offered to show that he did make such a claim ; 

The evidence is inadmissible. 

(6.) A witness is asked whether he was not dismissed from a situation 
for dishonesty. He denies it. 

Evidence is offered to show that he was dismissed for dishonesty : 

The evidence is not admissible. 

(c.) A affirms that on a certain day he saw B at Lahore. 

A is asked whether he himself was not on that day at Calcutta. He 
denies it* 


Evidence is offered to show that A was on that day at Calcutta : 

The evidence is admissible, not as contradicting A on a fact which 
affects his credit, but as contradicting the alleged fact .that B was seen on 
the day in question in Lahore, 

In each of these cases, the witness might, if his denial was false, he 
charged with giving false evidence, 

(d.) A is asked whether his family has not had a blood feud with the 
family of B against whom he gives evidence. 

He denies it ; He may be contradicted on the ground that the queS'^ 
tion tends to impeach his impartiality. 


154. The Court may, irj its discretion, permit- the pei'sofl 
Question by party to his who calls a witness to put any ques- 

ovin witness. tions to him which might be put 

cross-examination by the advejse party. 

155. The credit of a witness may be impeached in the 

Impeaching credit of wit- Ways by the. adverse 

ness. ■ ■ the consent of the .Court, by the parly 

calls him : — 
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(r) by Uie evidence of persons who testify Uiat they, from 
their knowledge of the witness, believe him to be unworthy of 
credit ; 

( 2 ) by proof that the witness has been bribed, or has accepted^ 
the offer of a bribe, or has received any other corrupt inducement 
to give his evidence ; 

(j) by proof of former statements inconsistent with any part 
of his evidence which is liable to be contradicted ; 

(^) when a man is prosecuted for rape or an attempt to 
ravish, it may be showm tliat the prosccuiDx was of generally 
immoral character. 

Explanaiiott. — h. witness declaring another witness to be un- 
worthy of credit may not, upon his exaraination-in-chief, give 
reasons for his belief, but he may be asked his reasons in cross- 
examination, and tlie answers which he gives cannot be contradicted, 
though, if they are false, he may afterwards be charged witlr giving 
false evidence. 

Illusitaiions, 

(ij.) A sues B for the price of goods sold and delivered to B. C says 
that he delivered the goods to B, 

Evidence is offered to show that, on a previous occasion, he said that 
he had not delivered the goods to B : 

The evidence is admissible* 

(6 ) A is indicted for the murder of B, 

C says that B, when dying, declared that A bad given B the wound of 
which he died 

Evidence is offered to show that, on a previous occasion, C said that 
the wound was not given by A, or in his presence : 

The evidence is admissible. 

150. When a witness, whom it is intended to corroborate,. 

Questions tendinsr to cor- evidence of any relevant fact, hq 

rouorate evidence of relevant may be questioned as to any other cir-. 
fact admissible. cumstances which he observed at or" 

near to the time or place at which such relevant - fact occurred if 
the Court is of opinion that such circumstances, if proved, would- 
corroborate the testimony of the witness as to the relevant fact which 
he testifies. 


•The word "accepted” has been substituted for the word " had ” by 
Act XVIU. of 1S72, s. u. 
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an accomplice, gives an account of a robbery in which he took part. 
He describes various incidents unconnected with the robbery which oc- 
curred on his way to and from the place where it was committed : 

Independent evidence of these facts may be given in order to cor- 
roborate his evidence as to the robbery itself. 

157* In order to corroborate the testimony of a witness, any 
Former statements of wit- Statement made by such witness 

ness may be proved to cor- 
roborate later testimony as to 
same fact* 


158. Whenever any 

What matters may be 
proved in connection with 
proved statement relevant 
utider section 32 or 33. 


relating to the same fact at or about the 
time when the fact took place, or before 
any authority legally competent to investi- 
gate the fact, may be proved. ■ 
statement relevant under, section 32 or 
3 i is proved, all matters may be proved, 
either in order to contradict or to cor- 
roborate it, or in order to impeach or 
confirm the credit of the person by whom 
It was made, which might have been proved if that person had been 
called as a wimess, and had denied upon cross-examination the 
truth of the matter suggested. 

159. A 'w'itness may, while under examination, refresh ws 

, . memory by referring to any writing made 

Refreshing memory. himself at the time of the transaction 

concerning which he is questioned, or so soon afterwards that ' e 
Court considers it likely that the transaction was at that time fresh 1 
his memory. 

The witness may also refer to any such writing made by any 
other person, and read by the witness within the time aforesaid, t 
when he read it, he knew it to be correct. 

Whenever a witness may refresh his memory by reference to 

Whe. witness nt.y ns. he may, with to pe^ 

copy of document to refresh of the Court, refer to a copy of such 
iri^mory. merit : Provided the Court be satisfied 

there is sufiiciertt reason' for the non-production of the original. 

An expert may refresh his memory by reference to professions 
treatises. _ . jj 

160. A witness may also testify to facts nhentioned in any 

Testimony to facts stated ^ ® “o^'Siecific" So^ 

in document mentioned m although he has nO P 
section 159 . of the facts themselves if he is sure 

the facts were correctly recorded in the document. 
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A book-keeper may testify to facts recorded by him in books regularly 
kept in the course of business if he knows that the books were correctly 
kept, although he has forgotten the particular transactions entered. 

161;* Any writing referred to under liic provisions of the 
. Right of adverse parly as ^wo hst-preceding sections must be pro- 
to writing used to refresh (luced and shown to the adverse party 
memory- jf }jy requires it ; such party may, if he 

jrleases, cross-examine the witness Uiereupon. 


102 , A witness summoned to 

it is in his 

to Court, noiwiihstanding any objcchon 


Production of documents* 


produce a document shall, if 
po^^session or .power, bring it 


which tlierc may be to its production or to its admissibility. 
\-alidity of any such objection shall be decided on by the Court. 


The 


The Court, if it secs fit, may inspect the document unless it 
refers to matters of State, or take other evidence to enable it to 
determine on its admissibility. 


If, for such a purpose, it is necessary to cause any document 
^ to be translated, the Court may, if it 
Trans aUon of documents, translator to keep the 

•contents • secret unless the document is to be given in evidence: 
and, if the interpreter disobeys such direction, he shall be held to 
have comnuited an offence under section 166 of the Indian Penal 
Code. 


103. When a party calls for a document which he has given 
Giving, as evidence, of the Other parly notice to produce, and 
document called for and pro- such document is produced and inspect- 
duced on notice. jjy party calling for its production, 

he is bound to give it as evidence if the party producing it requires 
him to do so. 

164. When a parly refuses to produce a document which he 
Using, as evidence, of has had uoticc to produce, he cannot 
document, production of afterwards use the document as evidence 
which was refused on notice, without the consent of the Other party, 

or the order of the Court. 


^ * As to the application of s. i6i to police-diarieS) zee the Code of 
Criminal^Procedure (Act V. of 1898), s. 172. 
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Illuslraiion, 

A sues B on an agreement, and gives B notice to produce it. 
trial. A calls for the document, and B refuses to produce it. A 
secondary evidence of its contents. B seeks to produce the docume”^ 
self to contradict the secondary evidence given by A, or in order to 
that the agreement is not stamped ; He cannot do so. 

165. The Judge may, in order (o discover, or lo obtain 
Judge’s power to put ques- psr proof of, relevant facts, ask any 

tions or order production. tion he pleases, in any form, at any 
of any witness, or of the parties, about any fact relevant or irrelei"’^’”'' ’ 
any may order the production of any document or thing ; 
neither the parties not their agents shall be entitled to make 
objection to any .such question or order, not, without the leaV’® 
the Court, to cross-eKamine any witness upon any answer givi^’^ 
reply to any such question : 

Provided that the judgment mvst be based upon facts 
by this Act to be relevant, and duly proved : 

Provided, also, that this section shall not autirorize any 
to compel any witness to answer any question, or to produce 
document, which such witness would be entitled to refuse to 
or produce under sedions i3i to 131 , both inclusive, if the 
lion were asked, or the document were called for, by the 
party; nor shall the Judge ask any question which it woul^^ 
improper for any other person to ask under section 148 or^^‘^9' 
nor shall he dispense with primary evidence of any document 
in the cases hereinbefore excepted. 

166. In cases tried by jury or with assessors, the jury 
Power of jury or assessors sessors may put any questions , 

to put questions. witnesses, through or by leave 'fipi-' 

Judge, which tire Judge himself might put, and vi'hich he cotf^' ^ 
proper. « 


CmtPTER XL — Of biPROPER Admission and Rejection 
OF Evidence. 

167. The improper admission or rejection of trial 

No new trial for improper 1^® ground of itself^ ^ case 

admission or rejection of or reversal of any decision m r^re^ 
evidence. jj- gijali appear '.to the Court 
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which such objection is raised^'that, independently of the evidence 
objected to and admitted, there was sufficient evidence to justify the 
deci^OD, or that, Jf the rejected evidence had been received^ it ought 
not to have vaned the decision. ... . j 


SCHEDULE. 
Enactments repealed. 
{See section 2.) 



Stat. 26 Gao. JJJ., 
cap. 57. 


Stat. 


14 & 
Vicfc., cap. gg. 


For the farther rega}at}oa of the 
trial of persons accused of cer; 
tain offences committed in the 
East Indies j for repealing so 
.much of an Act made in 
the twenty-fourth year of the 
reign of His present Majesty 
(entitled “An Act for the Better 
Regulation and Management 
of the Affairs of the East India 
Company, and of the British 
Possessions in India, and for 
establishing a Court of Judi- 
cature for the more Speedy 
and Effectual Trial of Persons 
accused of Offences committed 
in the East Indies j, as re- 
quires the servants of the East 
India Company to deliver in- 
ventories of their estates and 
effects ; for rendering the laws 
more effectual against persons 
unlawfully resorting to the 
East Indies ; and for the more 
easy proof, in certain cases, 
of deeds and writings execut- 
ed in Great Britain or India. 

To amend the Law of Evidence. 


Extent of repeal. 




Section 38, so far as 
it relates to Courts 
of Justice in the 
East Indies. 


Section ii, and so- 
much of section 19 
as relates to British 
India. 
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SCHEDULE-C^o«/^.). 
Enactments Repe,u:,ed — {contd.'). 
{^Ste scciion 2.) 


Number and 
year. 

Title. 

Extent of repeal. 

Act XV. of 1852. 

To amend the Law of Evidence, 

So much as has not 
been heretofore re- 
pealed. 

ActXIX.of 1853. 

To amend the Law o5 Evidence 
in the Civil Courts of the East 
India Company in the Bengal 
Presidency. 

Section 19. 

Act 11. of 1855. 

For the further improvement of 
the Law of Evidence. 

So much as has not 
been heretofore re- 
pealed. 

Act XXV. of 
1861. 

For simplifying the procedure 
of the Courts of Criminal 
Judicature not established by 
Royal Charter, 

Section 337. 

Hf. % 

4 . * * * 

» * » • 


* The entry relating to ss. 7 and 8 of the General Clauses Act (I. of 
X868) has been repealed by the General Clauses Act (X. of 1897). 
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ACT NO. -XVIII. OF 1891. . 

The Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, 1891. 


Passed by the Governor-Gener.\l of India in Council. 
(^Received His Excellency's Assent on the ist October iSgi-) 


An Act to amend the Law of Evidence with respect to Bankers' Books, 

Whereas it is expedient to amend the Law of Evidence with, 
respect to Bankers’ Books ; It is hereby enacted as follows : — • 


Title, extent, and com- 1 . (/) This Act may be called “The 

menceraent. Bankers’ Boolcs Evidence Act, 1891,” 

(3) It extends to the whole of British India ; and 


( j) It shall come into force at once. 


Definitions. 


•2. In this Act, unless there is 
something repugnant in the subject or 
context, — 


“ Company” means a company registered under any of 
the enactments relating to companies for the time being in force in 
the United Kingdom or any of the Colonies or Dependencies there- 
of, or in British India, or incorporated by An Act of Parliament or 
of the Governor-General in Council, or by Royal Charter or Letters 
Patent. 


( 2 )' “ bank” and “ banker” mean — 

(a) any company carrying on the business of bankers; 

(^) any partnership or individual to whose books the provi- 
sions of this Act shall have been extended as here- 
inafter provided ;; 

(f)f any Post Office Savings Bank or Money-order Office : 

(j) “ bankers’ books” include ledgers, day-books, cash-books;- 
account-books, and all other books used in the ordinary business 
of a bank : 


* The definition of “ company ” has been substituted for the original 
one fay the Bankers' -Books Evidence Act (XIi.>of 1900), s. 2. 

t To sub-s. (2) of s. 2, cl. tc).has been added by s. s of the Bankers’ 
Books Evidence Act (I.fof 1893). 
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(.^)‘ “legal proceeding” .means any. proceeding or inqiury in 
‘ which evidence is or noay be given, and includes an arbitration : 

( 5) “ the Court” means the person or. persons before whom a 
.legal proceeding is held or taken : 

(<5) “Judge” means a Judge of a High Court: , ‘ ' 

(7) “ trial” means any hearing before, the Court at which evi- 
dence is taken ; and ’ • 

(^) “ certified copy” means a copy of any entry in the books 
-of a bank, together with a ceruficate written at the foot of such.copy 
ihat it is a true copy of sucu entry ; that such entry is contained in 
one of the ordinary books of the bank, and was made in the usual 
and ordinary course of business ; and that such book is still in the 
.^custody of the bank, such certificate being dated and subscribed by 
the principal accountant or manager of the bank with his name and 
ofificial title. 

3, The Local Government may, from time to time, by nolifi- 

Powei to extend provisions catiou in the official Gazette, e.xtend the 
Act. provisions of this Act to the books of 

any partnership or individual carrying on the business of bankers 
within the territories under its administration, and keeping a set of 
oot less than three ordinary account-books, namely, a cash-book, a 
.day-book or journal, and a ledger, and may, in like manner, rescind 
.any .such notification. 

4. Subject to the provisions of this Act, a certified copy of any 

■ Mode of proof of entries in entry in a banker’s book shall in all legal 
/bankers’ books. proceedings, be received as pnma-facu 

evidence of the existence of such entry, and shall be admitted as 
evidence of the matters, transactions, and accounts therein re- 
corded ' in every case where, and to the same extent as, the original 
entry itself is now by law admissible, but not further or othenvise. 


5 . No officer of a bank shall, in any' legal proceeding to 

CMC »hkh 0( "'Wch the bank is not a parly, be com- 

bank not compellable to pro- pellable to produce_ any banker s book 
<3uce books. the contents of which can be proved 

under this Act, or to appear as a witness to prove ffie matters, 
transactions, and accounts therein recorded unless by order, of the 
-Court or a Judge made for special cause. 

6 . (0 On the application of any party to a‘ legal 

i JES; rut and 
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lake copy of any entries in a Ijanker's book for any of the pur- 
poses of such proceeding, or may order the bank to prepare and 
produce, within a time to be specified in the order, certified copies 
of all such entries, accompanied by a further certificate that no 
other entries are to be found in the books of the bank relevant to 
(he matters in issue in such proceeding, and such further certificate 
shall be dated and subscribed in manner hereinbefore directed in 
reference to certified copies. 

(a) An order under this or the preceding section may be 
made either with or without summoning the bank, and shall be 
served on the bank tliree clear days (exclusive of bank holidays) 
before the same is to be obeyed unless the Court or Judge shall 
otherwise direct. 

b?) The bank may, at any time • before the time limited for 
obedience to any such order as aforesaid, either offer to produce 
their books at the trial, or give notice of tlielr intention to show 
cause against such order, and thereupon die same shall not be 
enforced without further order. 

7 . (/) The costs of any application to the Court or a Judge 

under or for the purposes of this Act, 
and the cosls of anyth'ng done or to be 
done under an order of the Court or a Judge made under or for 
the purposes of this Act, shall be in the discretion of the Court or 
Judge, who may further order such costs or any part thereof to be 
paid ' to- any party by the bank if they have been incurred in conse- 
quence ot any fault or improper delay on the part of the bank. 

{a) Any order made under this section for the payment of 
costs to or by a bank may be enforced as if the bank were a' party 
to the proceeding. 

(y) Any order under this section awarding cosls may, on ap- 
plication to any Couit of Civil Judicature designated in the order, 
be executed by such Court as if the older were a decree for money 
passed by itself : 

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be construed to 
derogate from any power which the Court or Judge making the 
order may possess for the enforcement of its or his directions with 
respect to the payment of costs. 
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ACT NO. I. OF 1893 

TI 10 Bankers’ Books Eyidenco Aefc, 1833. 


Passed by the Governor-General of India in CouNaL. 
{^Received His Excellency's Assent on the soih January 


An Act to extend the Provisions of the Bankers' Books Evidence Act\ 
i 8 gif\ to the Books 0/ Post Office Savings Banks and Momy 
Order Offices. 

Whereas it is expedient to extend the provisions of the 
Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, i89i,f to the books of the Saving^ 
Banks and Money Order Offices of the Post Office; It is hereby 
enacted as follows : — 


Short title and commence- 
nient« 


1. ii) This Act may be called 
“The Bankers' Books Evidence Act, 
1 893 and 


(5) It shall come into force at once. 

Addition to definition of , After clause ib) of sub-section 

« bank " and “ banker in (. 2 ) of section 2 of the Said Bankers 
section 2, sub-section (2), of Books Evidence Act, 1891,1 the follow'- 
Act XVill. of 1891. jjg ^ddcd, naiuely : — 

[Vide supra, p. 77.] 


* For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gazette of India ^ iSgj, 
Pt. V., p. IS ; for Proceedings in Councii, see jdid Pt. VI. ♦ pp. X2 and 27. 

Act I. of 1893 extended to the Santhal Parganas. — See Gazette 

of India ^ 1895, Pt. L, p. 541. 

t Act XVIII. of i 8 gi,See p. 77, Supra. 
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Abbrcvi;)tioa:». cvsdt^ncc to i>hov-r mcAuiovt of, s. oH. 

Acceptor Cl biil estopped uouj d'rnv 4h.‘ivvcr*:< authority, s. 117. 
may deny thereof, :i 1 17, 

Ac>.eSslon of Sovt rch,(« of United Kin^dotn judicially uotircd, :? 57* 

to oHice, (C'cc., of Inaian public offsjcr judtCMliy noticed, 57* 
Accidental act, s. 1$, 

Accoinplrcu competent ‘.vitnc.v> pcf>ori accir^ed. t3J. 

Cviuviction upon cvidvmce of. only, noiiUcfjal, 133. 
Account, entrie* in uocksi of, when rcluvanl, 3. 31. 

AcknO'VUd;.;fucnt of reCr;ipt, a. ja, p-ira, a* 

Acquaintance v/i:h handvrritiui;, 3- -37. 

Acv, apulicatioa 0:,-^* u 

commencctr.cnt of, 1. 


extent »/i, 3 « I > 
short title of, s, i- 

oi cou>piraior, how (,.r a rtlevjut tact, 3, 10. 

See /Ve/d7cn;cx oVa.V.vnvjr. 

Actionaolc *.vron,{;, conapir.icy to commit, s ru* 

Acts 01 l^'erriamcnt, v^dien iuUioially uoSKcd, s, 57, 
how proved, 3, 7d, 

presumption to /genuineness of copies ot private, 1. Si, 

repealed, s. a and Sdu 

statements made in recitals in, s. 37. 

Adding to terms of written comract, See Exclu^hn 0/ Ex^idence, 
Admiralty juriHliction, felcvaaoy oi Cf^rtain judgmenti in, s. 41. 
Admissibihty of cominuaicatlonu m ide during marci igu, s. 152 . 
evidence of affairs of State, s. 123. 

Judge CO decide ,is to, s. t^O. 

questions tending to corroborate evidence of relevant fact, 
s. 156. 

document produced by v/Uness, s, id-. 

Admission defined, s. 17, 

by party to proceeding or his ngent, li. iS. 
by person iaierested in subject-matter of i^roceeding, s. iS. 
from whom interest derived by parly to suit, h. i 3 . 
by person whose position or liabiluy must be proved as against 
party to suit, s, iS. 

by suitor in representative character, s. iS. 

by person expressly referred to for information by party to suit, 
s 20. 

proof of, against person making it and by him or on his behalf^ 

3. 21. . 

oral, as to contents of documents, when relevant, s, 32* 


Ev.—6, 
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Admission in civil cases* when relevant, s. 23. 

not conclusive proof of matter admitted, s. 31. • 

may operate as estoppel, s. ‘31. 
facts On, need not be proved, s. 58. 
of execution by party to attested document, s. 70. 
improper, of evidence, when no ground for new trial, s. 167. 
Admissions, ss. 17-31. 

Admitted fact need not be proved, s. 58. 

Affairs of State, admissibility of evidence of, s. 123. 

Affidavits presented to Court or officer, Act not applicable to, s. i. 

Agent, conduct of, s. 8. 

statement of, s. 18. 

See Principal and Agent 

Agreement (oral), evidence of, inadmissible to vary terms - of written con., 
tract, &c., s. 92. 

varying terms of document, evidence of contemporaneous, s. 99. 
to produce title-deeds, &c., s. 130. 

Ambiguous document, exclusion pf evidence to explain, s. 93. 

See Language. 

Annoying questions, Court to forbid, s. 152. i . 

Answer of witness. See Witness. 
to issue, s. 3, ExpL 

Arbitrator, Act not applicable to proceedings before, s, i. 

Army of Her Majesty. See Articles of War. 

Art, opinions of experts on point of, s. 45, 

Articles of War judicially noticed s. 57. 

Assessors, questions to witness by, s. 166. 

Attestation presumption as to, s. 89. 

Attested document not required by law to be attested, proof of, s. 72. 

required by law to be attested, proof of, ss. 68-71. 
Attesting witness, when execution of document must be proved by, s. 68. 

, proof, when, cannot be found, of document executed 

in the United Kingdom, s. 69. 
denies or forget? execution, s. 71, 

Attorney, Posi^ers of Attorney. 

communication made to, by or for client, when disclosable, s. 126. 

waiver of privilege, s, 128* 
certain questions asked by, without reasonable grounds, may be 
reported to High Court, s. 150. 

Authority. See Estoppel. 


B. 


Bad character, relevancy of, in criminal proceedings, s. 54. 

Bailee estopped from denying authority of bailor, s. 117. 

may prove right of person to whom he delivers goods, s. 1 17. 

Bailor, bailee estopped from denying authority of, s. 117. 

'Barrister, communication made to, by or for client, when disclosable, s* 126, 

when not disclosable, s. 

1 26. 

waiver of privilege, s. 
128. 
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Bamstcf, certnin i|uc3ttons ailccd by, without reaioa to!c itfouiids, may b-i 
rcpofttd to High Court* J50. 

Bill of cxch:inge, proof of, when dr.uvo in ,vjt, s. 91, A 7 . (cj* 

acceptor of, estopped from denying authority of dfa.vcr, 

3 U7. 

niay deny drawing thereof, s. i ty. 

Birth during v#lid marrl ige when c.iucluaiivc proof of legramacy, s. 

Blanlta in deed, 93, III (6;, 

Bodily fecHng. sUtc of. ( j, Rdc■,^,^cy of F.icis, 

Body, statu of. > " 

' Botia tides. See Go*}J 

Books of hvvj, pfeanmption a'* to genuineness of, i. >^4, 
pre:>-nnpUon to, s. ^7. 
of account, eniriet iu. when relevant, ;i, 

Bribe, credit of wjtn};<;s iinpeachei by 'showing hii irceptance of, >, 155. 
British India. Act exte nd i i > whnle r/f. s t, 

I iws in force in, jaJicitUy noticed, s. 57. 

British territory, juJici illy non 'cd, > 57, 

praut of Cession of, ‘t. uj, 

.Burden of proof, ss. ioi*iz, 

dodnilion of. s, loi , 

,i‘i to ,<s*'efted !cgii fight or liahlHty, s, lor 
in su^t or proceeding, •*, lOC. 
as to pirttcaLvr fact, s. 103. 

of face iKCf'isary to be proved to njake other evidence 
admirable, 10;. 

tfiat caje oi accused is ’Within exceptions of Indian Penal 
Code, s, fu 5 ' 

ui fic: specially within knowlelge tcci. 
oj death of man known to h iVe been alive within thirty 
years, s. 107. 

, that man ia alive who h:is not b^ten hcird of for seven 

years, s. toB. 

as to relationship in case of partners. 109. 

landlord and tenant, s, 109* 

I principal and agent, s. 109. 

as to ownership, 3. no. 

, of good faith where one party stands in position of active 

contidence, s, 1 1 u 

- Business. Sec Courit: u/Uusiness, 


c. 


Caricature is a * document/ s, 3. 

Cause of relevant' facts or facts in issue, s. 7. * 

'Certified copies, secondary evidence, s, 63. 

of public document.^, s. 76. 
presumption as to genuineness of, s. 79, 
proof of public documents, s, 77. 
of foreign judicial records, presumption as to, s. 86. 
Cession of British territory, proof of, s, 113. 

Character, when relevant, ss, 52-5. 
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Character to prove conduct imputed in civil cases, when relevant, s. 52. 
relevancy of good, in criminal procecdin>4S, s. 53. 

bad, in criminal proceedings, s, 54. 
as affecting damages, s. 55. 

cross-examination and re-examination of witness to, s. 140. 
Charitable foundation, relevancy of opinion as to, s. 49, 

Charts, relevancy of statements in, s. 30. 
presumption as to, s. 87. 

Civil procedure l^^w — how it affects proof of facts, s. 5. 

Civil proceedings, parties to suit and husband and wife competent witnesses 
in, s. 120. 

Clerk of legal practitioner, communication to. s. 187. 

Client* See Attorney. 

when compellable tu disclose confidential communication, s. 129. 
not compellable tu disclose such communication, s, 129. 
Collusion in obtaining judgment may be proved, s. 44, 

Commencement of Act, s. 1. 

Common intention of conspirators, s. lo. 

Communication — See Conjl lential Cominiinication ; Professional Covii^ 
tnunication, 

during marriage privileged from disclosure, :22, 
not generally admissible, s. 122. 
when admi^sible, s. 122. 

Comparison of signature, writing, or seal with one admitted or proved, s. 73. 

power to compel pcrsjn to write for, s. 73. 

Competency of witnesses, ss. 118-33. 

See Wir7iess. 

“ Conclusive proof defined, s. 4. 

Conduct, how far relevant, s. S. 

imputed in civil rases, relevancy of character to prove, s. 52. 
Confession caused by inducement, threat, or promise when irrelevant, s. 24* 
to police-oflict-r, not provable against accused, s 25, 
while in custody of police officer, when provable against accus- 
ed, s. 26. 

how much of a, may be proved 
against accused, s, 27. 

made after removal of impression caused by inducement, threatj 
or promise, relevant, s. 28. 

of one of two or more accused persons, how far to be ennsider- 
ed, s. 30. 

otherwise relevant not to become irrelevant because of promise 
of secrecy, &c., s. 29. 

Confidential communication, when client compellable to disclose, s. 129. 

not compellable to disclose, s, 129^ 

Consciousness of a sensation, a fact, s. 3, IlL (ti). 

Consent to production of documents, s. 130. 

Conspirator, statement or act of, how far a relevant fact, s. 10. 

Construction of wills, saving of provisions of the Indian Succession Act aU- 
to s. 100. 

Consul, certificate by British, s. 78. 
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Conteats of documents, how proved, s. 61 • , 

in wnat cases secondary evidence of, admissible, 

s. 65. 

relevancy of oral admission as to, s. 22. 
oral evidence of, secondary evidence, s. 63. 

of statements by other persons of, 
when admissible, s, Iij4. 

Contract in form of document, evidence of terras of, s 91. 

exclurslon of evidence of oral agreement vary-« 
ing terms of, s. 92. 
examination of witness as to, s. 144, 
Contradiction of witness, s. 153. 

proved relevant statement, s 158. 

Contradictory terms of written contract &c., s. 92. 

See Exclusion of Evi lence. 

Controversy, statements made before, s. 32, para. 4. 

Conversation, statement forming part of, s. 39. 

Conviction, relevancy of previous, in criminal proceedings, s. 54, 
upon evidence of accomplice only, not illegal, s. 133. 

Copy of doctfment, secondary evidence, s, 63 

when witness may refresh memory by reference to, s, 159. 
Corroboration of accomplice not required, s. 133, 
of evidence of relevant fact, s. 156. 
of proved relevant statement, s. 158. 

Councils for making Laws and Regulations, procedure of, judicially noticed, 
s- 57- 

Counsel. Sac Barrister. 

Counterpart, how far primary evidence, s. 62. 

secondary evidence, s. 63. 

Course of business, existence of when a relevant fact, s. 16. 
statement made in, s. 32 (2), 

procedure of Parliament and Indian Legislative Councils, judi- 
cially noticed, s 57. 

Court, Act applies to judicial proceedings in, s* i. 

not applicable to affidavits presented to, s. i. 
defined, s. 3. 

to take judicial notice of names of its members and officers, s. 57. 
to forbid insulting questions, s. 152. 

See fudge. 

Court-martial, Act applicable to judicial proceedings before, s, i. 

Courts, seals of, of v/hich Court must take judical notice, s. 57- 
Credit of witness, questions in cross-examination atfecting, ss. 146-50. 

^ how impeached, s. 155. * 

when may be confirmed, s. 158. 

. , when may be impeached, s. 158. 

Criminal proceedings. See Confession. 

statement exposing to, s 32, para. 3, ^ * 

relevancy of good character in, s. 53. 

bad character in, s. 54. ' > 

previous conviction in, s. 54. ' ‘ 

husband or wife of accused, competent witness in, 
s. 120. ' 
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Criminating answer, witness not excused from answering on ground of, ssi*^ 
1 32 - 47 - 

^ document, production of s, 130, 

Cross-examination of witness, meaning of, s. 137. 

must relate to relevant facts, s. 138. 
not confined to facts upon which examined-in- 
chief, S138, 

on new matter introduced in re-examination, 
s. 13S. 

producing document, s. 139. 

as to character, s, 140. 

as to previous written statements, s. 145. 

must be 
produced, s. 

MS- 

leading questions may be asked in, s. 143- 
questions to test varaciiy, &c., in, ss. I40’S0- 
not to be asked in, without reason- 
able grounds, s. 149* 

when Court may report asking of "question in, 
to High Court s 150. 

upon answer to Judge^s question when per- 
mitted, s 165. 

upon writing with which he refreshes memory, 
s. 161. 

Custom, relevancy of facts where question is as to existence of, s, 13. 

of opinions as to existence of general, s. 48, 

D. 

Damages, relevancy of facts in suits for, s. 12, 

of character as affecting, s. 55- 
Dead person, statement of. See Rdevancy 0/ Facts. 

Death, statement relating to cause of, s- 32. para. i. 

exposing to suit for damages, s. 32, para 3. 
of man known to have been alive within thirty years, burden or 
proving, s. 107. 

Decision, reversal of. See Reversal of Decision ; Reports of Decisions. 

Decree, See Judgments. 

Deeds of witness not a party, production of title, s. 130. 

Defective document, exclusion of evidence to explain, s. 93, 

Definitions, s 3. 

Delay, .s. 32. 

Diplomatic agent, certificate by, s. 78. 

Disease of body or mind, person affected with, when incompetent as witness^, 
s. 1 18. 

‘Disproved,’ when a fact is. s. 3. 

Divisions of time when judicially noticed, s. 57. 

Document. Evidence ; Presumption; Production of Document. 

^ : defined, s. 3. 

used in commerce, s. 32, para. 2. 
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Document, contents of, how proved, s. 63. ' , e. . £ 

private, s. 75. 

presumptions as to, ss. 79*90. 

produced by witness, translation of, s. 162. ‘ 

when Court may inspect, s. 162. 
when referring to matters of State, s. 1 62 
on notice, party producing, entitled to have it in 
evidence, s. 163. 

production of, which another person having possession 
could refuse to produce, s 13 1. 
by witness, s. 162. 
refused, s. 164. 

power of Judge to order, s, i65» 
used by witness to refresh memory, production of, to adverse 
party, s. 161. 

Documentary evidence ss, 6 i-qo. 

defined, s. 3, 

exclusion of oral by, ss, 91-100. 

Documents, public, ss. 74-78. 

Dumb witness, mode of giving evidence by, s. 1 19. 

Dying declaration, proof of, s. 104, III. (a). 

E. 

Effect of relevant facts in issue, s. 7. 

Enactments repealed, s. 2. 

Entry in books of account, when relevant, s. 32. parat 2, s. 34, 

public record, &c , made in performence of duty, relevancy of, s. 35. 
Estoppel, admission may operate as, s. 31, 
defined, s. 115, 

of acceptor of bill exchange from denying authority of drawer^ 
s. 1 17. 

bailee or licensee from denying authority of bailor or licensor, 

s. 1 17. 

license of person in possession of immoveable property from 
denying licensor's title to possession, s. 116. 
of tenant from denying landlord’s title, s. 1 16. 

Evidence, rules of, repealed, s. 2. 
defined, s. 3. 

of facts in issue and relevant facts, s. 5 

admissible as to application of language, to one of two sets of 

facts, to neither of 
which the whole cor- 
rectly applies, s. 97. 
which can apply to one 
only of several person^ 
or things, s. 96. 

as to use of language unmeaning in reference to exists' 
ing facts, s. 95. 

as to written document or contents, s. 144. 
to show meaning of illegible characters, &c„ s. 98. 
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Evidence, admissible when statement forms part of conversation, book, &a, ^ 
s. 39. 

documentary, ss 61-90. • 
exclusion of oral by documentary, ss. 91*100. 
inadmissible as to meaning of language when document applies 
accurately to existing facts, s. 94. 
of affairs of State, admissibility of, s. 123. 
of attorney, barrister, &Cm ss, 126-28. 

' of contemporaneous agreement varying terms of document, who 

may give, s. 99. 

by dumb witness, mode of giving, s. 119. 

of fact when not admissible under Civil Procedure Law, s. 5, ExpU 
of husband or wife, ss. 120-22, 

of oral agreement varying terms of contract, &c., exclusion of, 
s. 92, 

of parties to suits, s. :20. 

of Judge or Magistrate, s. 121. 

of public officer, s. 124. 

of Magi s crate or police-officer, s. 125. 

of interpreter, ss. 127. 128, 

of terms of contract, &c., in form of document, s. 91. 
of witnes!>, when relevant for proving, in subsequent proceeding, 
truth of facts stated, s. 33. 
oral, ss, 59, 60. 

must be direct, s 60. 
proof of facts by, s. 59. 
primary, s. 62. 
secondary, ss. 63, 65, 66. 

to explain ambiguous or defective document, exclusion of, s. 93. 
Judge to decide admissibiiity of, s. 136 

what matters in, may be proved when relevant statement proved 
under s. 32 or 33, s. 158. 

improper admission of, when no ground for new trial, s. 167. 
rejection of, when no gronad for new trial, s. 167. 
Examination. See Evidence^ 

of witness as to written document or contents, s. 144. 
of witness. See Witness, 

Examination-in-chief of witness, meaning of, s. 137. 

must relate to relevant facts, s- 13S- 
leading question, when may be asked in, s. 

142. 

not be asked 
in, s. 142. 

when cross'Cxamination question may be 
asked in, s. 154. 

Examinations of witness, order of, s. 138. 

Exclusion of evidence to explain ambiguous or defective document, s. 93*^ 
as to meaning of language when document applies 
accurately to existing facts', s. 94. 
of oral agreement varying terms of written contract, 

" s. 92. 
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Exclusion ol evidence to contradict answer to question testing veracity, 

s. 153' 

of oral by documentary evidence, ss. gi-ioo. 

Execution, admission of by a party to attested document, s. 70. 

of document, proof of, when attesting witness cannot be found, or 

execution in the 
United Kingdom, 
s. 69. 

denies execution, 
s. 71. - 

when attesting witness must prove^ s. 68- 
presumption as to, s. 89. 

Executive, acts of, how proved, s. 78. 

Existence of facts, evidence of, s. 5. 

of Foreign State, &c., when judicially noticed, s. 57, 

Expense, s 32. 

Experiments, accounts of, s. 51, 

Expert, definition of, s. 45. 

relevancy of opinion of, on foreign law, &c,, s, 45. 

of facts bearing upon opinion of, s 46. 
opinion of, expressed in treatise, when proved by production, s. 60, 
may refresh memory by reference to professional treatises, s. 159. 
Explanation of fact in isNue, fact necessary for, s. 9, 

of ambiguous document, exclusion of evidence in, s, 93- 
of fact in issue or. relevant fact. See Relevancy of Facts, 

Extent of Act, s» i. 

F. 

Fact. See Presumption, 

admitted need not to be proved, s. 58. 
defined, s. 3. 

evidence of when not admissible uuder Civil Procedure Law, s. 5. 
in isaue. See Relevancy of Facts, 

evidence of, may be given in suit or proceeding, s, 5, 

Facts in issue defined, s 3. 

evidence of relevant, when admissible, s 5. 
connected with facts in issue, s. 6 , 
relevancy of, ss. 5-16, 

forming part of same transaction, s. 6 . 

which are the occasion, cause, or effect of relevant facts 

or facts in issue, s. 7. 

necessary to explain or introduce a fact in issue or 
relevant fact, s. 9. 

not otherwise relevant, when they become relevant, s. ii. 

in suits for damages s 12, 

whare right or custom in question, s. 13. 

showing existence of state of mind, body, or bodily 

feeling, s. 14. * - 

bearing on question whether act was accidental or 
intentional, -s. 15- 

* when course of business concerned, s. i6. 

bearing on opinions of experts, s, 46. 
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FactS| not requiring proof, ss. 56-S- ' . 

judicially noticed, s. <56. 
proof of, by oral evidence, s. 59, 

Fast, public, when judicially noticed, s. 57. 

Festivals, public, when judicially noticed, s. 57. 

1 * Jag, national, of Fercign State, &c., when judicially noticed, s. 57. 

Foreign expressions, evidence admissible to show meaning of, s* gS, 
judicial records presumption as to ct-rtified copies of, s. 

Jaw, opinions of experts on relevancy of, s. 45. 

Forfeiture, witness not excused from answering on ground of exposure to,, 
ss. 132, 146, 147. 

Fraud in obtaining judgment may be proved, s. 44. 

Fraudulently acting, a fact, s. 3, III. (d.) 

Functions of Indian public officers when judicially noticed, s. 57. 

G. 

Gazette, statement made in, 3, 37, 

presumption as to genuineness of, s. 8r. 

Gazette of India, proof of notice of cession of British territory in, s. 113. 
General Clauses Act, 1868, ss. 7 and 8 repealed, s. 2 and Sch. 

General custom or right defined, s. 48, 

Genuineness of documents, &c. See Presumption. 

Geographical divisions of the world, when Court must take judicial notice 
of, s. 57. 

Good character, relevancy of, in criminal proceedings, s. 53. 
faith, acting in, is a fact, s. 3, IlL td). 
facts showing existence of, s. 14. 

burden of proof of, where one party stands in position of 
active confidence, s. in. 
will, facts showing existence of, s. 14. 

Government. See Notifications of Government. 

presumption as to genuineneNS of Gazette of Local, s. 81. 
Grant, evidence of terms of, when in form of document, s, 91. ; 

examination of witness as to, being in writing, s. 144. 
exclusion of evidence of oral agreement varying terms of, when 
in form of document, s. 92. 

Grounds of opinion. See Opinion. 


H. 

Handwriting, relevancy of opinions of experts on identity of, s. 45. 
proof of, when necessary, s. 67. 
relevancy of opinions as to, s. 47. ^ 

High Court, certain questions asked by attorney, &c., without reasonable 
grounds may be reported to, s. 150. 

Highly improbable, s. n (2). 
probable, s. 1 1 (2). 

Holidays, (public), when judicially noticed, s. 57. 

Hostilities between British Crown and other States, &c., commence 1- 
&c., of, judicially noticed, s. 57. ‘ 
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jBusband ol accused in criminal proceeding competent witness, s. X3o# 
of party to civil suit, competent witness, s. 120. 

I- \ . 

Identity of thing or person whose identity is relevant, facts establishing^ ^ 

of handwriting, relevancy of opinions of experts on, s, 45. 
of witness, questions in cross-examination to discover, ss. 146-50. 

not to be asked 
j without rea- 

s o n a b 1 e ; 
grounds, s 
149. 

when Court 
may report ; 
a s k i n g ot 
question ta 

High Courts 

s. 150. 

Illegible characters, evidence admissible to show meaning of, s. g8. 

Ill-wili, facts showing existence of, s. 14. 

Impeaching credit of witness, ss. i 5 S* 

Incapacity to give evidence, s. 32. 

Incompetence of Court to deliver judgment may be proved, s. 44. 

Inconsistency with facts in issue or relevant facts, s, xi. 

Indecent questions, when Court may forbid, s. 15 1. 

may not forbid, 3,151. 

India, Act extends to whole of British, s. k 

Indian Councils Act, i86i, repeal of rules, &c,, having force of law under, ^ 

s. 25, s. 2. 

course of proceeding of • Councils under, judi- 
cially noticed, s. 57. 

Indian Penal Code, burden of proof that case of accused is within ex- 
ceptions of, s. 105. 
offence under, s. 166. 

Indian public officers, when Court must take judicial notice of accession 

to office, &c., of, s. 57. 

Indian Succession Act, provisions of, as to construction of wills hot affected,]^ 

s. 91. 

wills under, how provable, s. gr. 

Inducement, confession caused by, s. 24. 

Inference suggested by fact in issue or relevant fact, facts supporting or{ 
rebutting, s. 9. 

from refusal of witness in cross-examination to answer' 
question as to veracity, &c., s. 148. 

Information as to commission of offence, magistrate and police-officer not^ 
compellable to disclose source of, s. 125. 

Inscriplion is a * document,* s. 3. 

Insolvency-jurisdiction, relevancy of judgments in, s. 41. 

Inspection by Court, production of document for, s, 3. , , 

of document produced by witness, s, 162-, 
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Insulting questions, Court to forbid, s. 152. 

Intention, having an, is a fact, s. 3, III, {d), 
facts showing, s, 14, 

Intentional act, s* 15. 

Interest, statement against, .s. 32, para. 3. 

Interpretation-clause, s, 3. 

Interpreter. See Translator, 

communication made to, when disclosable, s. 127. 

when not disclosable, s. 127. 
waiver of privilege, s. 128. 
Introduction of fact in issue or relevant fact, s. 9, 

journals, presumption as to, s. 8i. 

Judge when compellable to answer question as to conduct or judicial 
knowledge, s. 121. 

may be examined as to other matters which occurred in his pre- 
sence, s. 121. 

power of, as to translation of document produced by witness, s. 162. 
must decide upon proved relevant facts, s, 165. 
power of, to compel person to write fur comparison, s. 73* \ 

to decide as to relevancy of facts, s. 136, 
to inspect document produced by witness, s. 162. 
to examine witness, and order production of document, 
s. 165. 

Judgment, fraud or collusion in obtaining, or incompetency of Court, may 
be proved, s. 44. 

Judgments, &c., of Courts of Justice, when relevant, ss. 40-4. 

when relevant to bar second suit or trial, s. 40* 
in probate, &c., jurisdiction, conclusive proof of what, 
s. 41. 

relevancy of, s. 41. 

in other than probate, &c., jurisdiction, relevancy and 
effect of, s. 42. 

other than above* when relevant, s. 43. 

must be based upon proved relevant facts, s. idS* 

Judicial notice, facts of which Court must take, s. 57. 

takes, not necessary to prove, s. 56, 
proceedings before Courts and Courts-martial, Act applicable 
to, s 1. 

Jury, questions to witness by, s. 166. 


K. 


Knowledge, tacts showing existence of, s, ^4. 


L. 

Landlord and tenant, burden of proof as. to relationship in case of, s, 109* 
estoppel of tenant from denying title of,‘s. n6. 
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Language. See Evidence, 

when document applies accurately to existing facts, evidence 
inadmissible as to meaning of, s. 94. 
which can apply to one only of several persons or things, evi* 
dence admissiole as to application of, s. g6. 
unmeaning in reference to existing facts, ' evidence admissible 
as to use of, s. 95. 

admissibility of evidence as to application of, to one of two 
sets of facts, to neither of which the whole correctly ap-* 
plies, s. 97. 

Law-book. See Lav) of Country^ 

Law of Country, relevancy of statement of, contained in Law- book, s. 38, 
Laws. See Book of Laws, 

in force in British India, judicially noticed, s, 57. 
repealed, s. 2. 

Leading question, meaning of, s 14 1. 

in examination-in-chief and re-examination, when may be 

asked, s. 142, 
when may not 
be asked, s. 
142* 

may be asked in cross-examination, s. 143, 

Legislative Councils, See Councils, 

Legislatures, proceedings of, hew proved, s, 78, els. (2), (4). 

Legitimacy when birth during valid marriage, conclusive proof of, s, 112, 
Letters, contract contained in. s. gt, Ul, (a). 

Licensee, estoppel of, from denying autnority of licensor, s. 117, 

of person in possession of immoveable property, estoppel of, from 
denying licensor's possession, s. 1 16 
Licensor, licensee estopped from denying authority of, s. 117. 

Lithographed documents, how far primary evidence, s. 62. 
words are a ‘ document,* s, 3. 

Local expressions, evidence admissible to show meaning of, s. 98, 
extent of Act, s. i. 

London Gaaette^ presumption as to genuineness of, s. 81. 

Loss of document, s. 66, cl. (5). 

Lost document, proof of contents of, s, 104, 111 , (6). 

Lunatic, when incompetent as witness, s. 118. 

M. 

Magistrate, not generally compellable to answer questions as to conduct or 
knowledge, s. i2i. 
when compellable to answer, s. 121. 

may be examined as to other matters which occurred in hb 
presence, s. 121- 

not compellable to disclose whence information obtained as 
to commission of offence, s. 125. 

Maps are * documents,^ s. 3. 

relevancy of statements in, s. 36. 
presumption as to, ss. 83-7. 

Marriage, birth during valid, when conclusive proof of legitimacy, 112. 
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MarriagCi communications during, privileged from disclosurci s. 122# 

not generally admissible, s. 12a. 
when admissible, s. 123* 

Matrimonial jurisdiction, relevancy of judgments in, s. 41. 

, Matters of State, document produced by witness reterring to, s. 162. 
^‘May presume” defined, s. 4. 

Meaning of words or terms relevancy of opinions as to, s, 49* 
Memorandum of evidence, presumption as to, s. 80. 

Mental condition included in, “ fact,” s» 3. 

Mind, state oL See Relevancy of Facts. 

Mortgagee production of mortgage-instrument by, s, 130. 

Motive for fact in issue or relevant fact, s, 8. 

Municipal body in British India, proof of proceedings of, s. 88. 

N. 

Names of Indian public officers, when Court must take judicial notice of s 5^ 
National flag of foreign State, &c , when Court must take judicial notic 
of, s. 57. 

Native States, proof of cession of British territory to, s. 113. 

Navy of Her Majesty, See Articles of Wat. 

Negligence, facts showing existence of, s. 14. 

New matter introduced in re examination, s. 138. 

cross-examination upon, s, 138* 
Newspapers, presumption as to genuineness of, s. 81, 

New trial, improper admission or rejection of evidence when no ground for 
' s. 167. 

Non-existence of facts, evidence of, s. S- 
Notary Public, seal of. judicially noticed, s. 57. 

Notice to produce, rules as to, s. 66. 

See Pre^ximption, 

party producing document produced under, entitled to 
have it in evidence, s. 163. 

. if production refused, when party refusing can afterwards 
give document in evidenccj s. 164. 

Notification in Gaseite of India of ce'-sion of British territory, s. 1 13- 
Notifications, statement of fact in Government, s. 37. 

of Government how proved, s. 78. 

Not proved,” when a fact is said to be, s. 3. 

Number of witnesses, s. 134. 

o. 

Obsolete expressions, evidence admissible to show meaning of, s# q8. 
Occasion of relevant facts or facts in issue, s. 7, 

Oflence, conspiracy to commit, s lo. 

source of information as to commission of. ftfagistrate and pohec- 
officer not compellable to disclose, s, 125. 

Offensive questions, Court to forbid needlessly, s. 152* 

Officer, affi'^avits presented to, Act not applicable to, s. i. 

Official character, presumption as to, s. 79. 
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Official communications, whun public officer not eompcibblo to rliiclosc. 
s. 124. 

Old age, pur.son o{ extreme, when incompetent as vritnc:;.*, s. i iS* 

Onus Set? Burden of Broof. 

Opinion, holding a certain^ i 3 a 111 * (a)* 

on bw, , relevancy of, 45 

relevancy of facts bearing uptm, i; 46, 
of third person, v/befi rt kvanc. 45 ' 5 ^- 
as to handwriting relevancy of, h. 47. 

as to tKi>lcnce of general c\nion\ or right, relevancy of, 4f'r 
as to u.sige:^ and tencti^, meaning of terms?, ^cc,> relevancy ot^ s, 4*;. 
a.s to rcKition>h 5 p, rcievarcy of* 

of expert expri^-^cd 5 n Jft-atitie, when ptuveti by Itr* prodectian* 3.60. 
reJe*,%*ncy of grounds, of, ?i. 51. 

Opportunity for occurrence or transaction of relevant ^act^? or Lct^ in 

5,7. 

‘Oral admLs^ion as 10 ronicnts of document, relevancy of* s. ox 

agreement, evidence of, not adm’u>Mblc to vary tetnr* of written 
tract, s. 9a. 
evidence, as. 59* Co. 

defined, s. j 

mu^t be direct, ^ do. 

of coiUenis c f document, secondary evidence, 63. 
of dumb \vitn«*ss, s. HQ 

exclusion of. by documentary evidence, ss. o;-.ioo. 
of statements by other persona of contents of documents \rhcn 
admi.'.sible s. r44. 
proof of facts by, s, 59, 

Order. See 'JuJt^tfterdx. 

of production of witnesses, s. 
of examinations of witnei>scs, s* 

Orders of Government, Stc,, \iow proved, s.78. 

Ownership, burden of proof as to, s. no. 

“ p. 

Parliament, course of proceeding of* judicially noticed, s. 57. 

Parol. See Oral Btidenc^. 

^'Parlies, power of Judge to examine, s. 165. 

to civil suit, competent witnesses, s. irio. 

Partners* burden of proof as to relationship in case of, Sr tO(j* 

Payment, oral evidence of, s. 91, cl. {<»). 

Pedigree, statement in family, s. 32, para. 6. 

Penalty, witness not excused from answering on ground of exposure to, 
S3 X32. 146, 147. 

Photographed words are ‘documents ' s, 3* 

document, how far primary evidence, s. 62. 

secondary evidence of original, s. 63, III, (a). 

Place at which any fact in issue or relevant fact happened, facta fixing, s, t). 
Plans are ‘ documents/ s, 3, , 

relev;incy of statements in,;S. 36. 

presumption as to, s. 83. . . . * . > 
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Pleader, certain questions asked by, without reasonable grounds, may be 
reported to High Court, s. 150. 

communication made to, by or for client, when disclosable, s. 126. 

when not disclosable, 
s. 126- 

waiver of privilege, s. 128. 

Pledgee, producLion of document by, s. 130. 

Police-officer, confession 10, not pn>vable against accused, s. 25* 

while in. custody of, when provable against ac- 
cused, s. 26. 

how much provable against 
accused, s. 27. 

not compellable to disclose whence information obtained, s. 125* 
Portrait, statement made on family, s 32, para. 6. 

Position in life of witness, questions in cross-examination to discover, 

S3, 146, 150- 

not to be asked without reason- 
able grounds, s. 149. 

when Court may report asking^of question 
to High Court, s. 150. 

Power of Judge. See yudje. 

Powers-of-attorney, presumption as to, s. 85, 

Preparation for fact in issue or relevant fact, s. 8- 
Presumpiicn, See Death. 

as to document produced as record of evidence, s. So. 
certined copies of foreign judicial records, S6. 
books, maps, and charts, s. 17. 

execution, &c., of document not produced after notice 
s. 89. 

documents thirty years old, s. 90, 
existence of probable facts, s, 114- 

genuineness of book of laws and reports of decisions, s, 84- 
certihed copies, &c., s 79. 
document admissible in England or Ire- 
land without proof of seal or signature, 
s. 82, , , , 

gazettes, newspapers, copies of private 
Acts of Parliament, and other documents, 
s. Si. 

maps and plans, s. 83. 
powers-of-attorney, s. 85. 
telegraph messages, s. 88, 

Presumptions as to documents, ss. 79-90. 

Previous conviction. See Conviction, - 

Primary evidence, how far counterpart is, s. 62. 

printed document, &c., is, s. 62. 
meaning of, s. 62. 
proof of document by, s. 64. 

Principal and agent, burden of proof as to relationship in case of, s.' 109. 
Printed document, how far primary evidence, s. 62. 

words are ‘ documents/ s. 3. * ' ' 
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Private Act, presumption as to copy of, s. 8i. 
documents, s. ^5. ’ ■ ‘ 

Privilege of communications during marriage, s. 122. 

of professional communications not waived by party giving evi- 
» ' ‘ > dence, s. 128. 

" how far waived when attorney, 

K - J &c., examined by party, s. 12b. 

Attorney ; Barrister; Marriage, 

Privy Council, proclamations, &c., of, how proved, s. 78. 

Probate jurisdiction, judgment in, s. 41. 
proof of wills by, s. pi. 

Proceedings before arbitrator, Act not applicable to, s. i. 

parties to suits and husband and wife competent witnesses In 
civil, s. 120. 

husband or wife of accused competent witness in criminal, 
s. 120. 

before Courts and Courts-martial, Act applicable to judicial, s* x 
evidence of what facts admissible in, s, 5. 

See Crimhial Proceedings* 

Proclamations how proved, s 78. 

Production of document by witness, s 162. 

on notice: party producing entitled to have it in 
evidence, s, 163. 

if refused, in what cases party refus- 
ing can afterwards give it in evi- 
dence, s. 154. 

person summoned does not become witness by, 
s. 139. 

power of Judge to order, s. 165. 
which another person, having possession, could 
refuse to produce, s. 13 1. 
of title-deeds of witness not a party, s. 130. 
of writing used by witness to refresh memory, adverse party en- 
titled to, s. 161. 

Professional adviser. See Attorney ; Barrister. 

communication, when disclosable, s. 126. 

not disclosable, s. 126. 
waiver of privilege as to, s. 128. 
duty, entry made in discharge of, s. 32, para. 2. 
treatise expert may refresh his memory by reference to, s. 159. 
Proof, burden of. See Burden of proof . 
admission not conclusive, s, 31, 
facts not requiring, ss. $6-58. 

judgments in probate, &c., jurisdiction of what conclusive, s. 41,' 
of admission against person making it, and by him or on his behalf, 
s. 21. 

of admitted fact, not necessary, s. 58. 

of attested document not required by law to be attested, s. 72. 
of certain public and official documents, s. 78, 
of cession of British territory, s. 113. 
of contents of documents, s. 6i. 
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Proof of documents by primary evidence, s 64. ' 

of execution of document required by law to be attested, s. 68, 

when attesting witness cannot be 
found, Of execution in, the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, s. 69. 
when attesting witness denies 
execution, s. 71, 

of facts by oral evidence, s» 59. 
of handwriting and signature when necessary, s. 67, 
of public document by production of certified copy, a. 77* 
of wills under Indian Succession Act, s. 91. 

of legitimacy, in what cases birth during valid marriage conclusive, 
s, 112. 

of fact, no particular number of witnesses necessary for, s. 134. 

“ Proper custody** defined, s. go. 

Protest of captain when relevant, s* 3a, III. (k), 

* Proved/ when a fact is, s. 3. 

Provincial expressions, evidence admissible to show meaning of, s. 98, 
Public book, register, or record, entry in, s, 35. 
documents, s, 74, 

certified copies of, s. 76. 

proof of, by production of certified copies, s. 77, 
certain, s. 78. 

festivals, &c., when Court must take judicial notice of, s. 57. 
officer, proof of appointment of, s. pr, 

when not compellable to disclose official communications, 
s* 124. 

officers, Indian, accession to office, &c., of, when Court must take 
judicial notice of, s, 57. 

record, &c., relevancy of entry in, made in performance of duty, s* 
3S- 

fight, statement as to, s. 33, para. 4. 

Question asked without reasonable ; grounds, when may be reported to 
High Court, s. iso. 

See Attorney / Leading Question ; Relevancy of Facts ; Veracity of 
Witness; Witnessf etc, 

R 

Rape, impeaching credit of prosecutrix for, s. 155, cl. (4). 

Rashness, facts showing existence of, s. 14. 

Recitals in Acts or notifications, s. 37. 

Record of evidence, presumption as to documents purporting to be, 3 , So. 
Re*examination of witness, meaning of, s 137, 

on new matter introduced by permission or 
Court, s. 138. 
to what directed, s. 138, 
to character, 3, 140. 
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Re-examination of witness, leading question when may be asked in, s, 142. . 

when may not be asked in, s. 
242. 


Reference, books of, s, 57. 

Refreshing memory by reference to writing, when made by witness, s. 

when made by other [per- 


son, 3, 159. , 

when witness may^ refer to 


copy, s. 159. 

expert by reference to professional treatise, s. 159. 
Regulations of Government, &c., how proved, s. 78. 
repealed, s. 2 , 

Rejection of evidence, improper, when no ground for new trial, s. 167. 
Relation of parties transacting fact in issue or relevant fact, facts showing, 


s. 9. 

Relationship, relevancy of opinions as to, s, 32, paras. S, 6; s. 50. 

burden of proof as to, s. 109, 

Relevancy of admission in civil cases, s. 23. 

of bad character in criminal proceedings, s. 54, 
of character as affecting damages, s. 55. 

to prove conduct imputed, in civil cases, s. 52, 
of conduct, s. 8. 

of confession made after removal of impression caused by induce- 
ment, threat, or promise, s. 28. 

of entry in public record, &c., made in performance of duty, s. 35. 
of facts, 33. 5-16. 

forming part of same transaction, s. 6. 
which are the occasion, &c,, of relevant facts or facts 
in issue, s, 7. 

necessary to explain or introduce a fact in issue or rele- 
vant fact, s. g, 
in suits for damages, s. 12. 
where right or custom in question, s. 13. 
showing existence of state of mind, body, or bodily 
feeling, s. 14. 

bearing on question whether act was accidental or 
* intentional, s. 25, 

bearing on opinions of experts, s. 46. * 

Judge to decide as to, s. 136. 
of good character in criminal proceedings, s. 53, 
of pounds of opinion, s. 51. 

of judgments, &c., to bar second suit or trial, s. 40. 

in probate, &c., jurisdiction, s. 41. 
of what conclusive proof, s. 41. 
in other than probate, &c., jurisdiction, s. 42, 
other than above, s, 43. 

of opinions as to existence of general custom or right, s. 48. 
handwriting, s. 47. 
relationship, s. 
usages, tenets, &c., s. 49. 
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Relevancy of oral admission as to contents of document, s. 

of previous conviction in criminal proceedings, 
of statement as to fact of public nature contai* 
or notifications, s. 37. 
in maps, charts, and plans, s. 36. 
of law of country contained in law 
or act of conspirator, s. 10. 
of statements, s, 8. 

* Relevant/ definition of, s. 3. 

Relevant fact, existence of course of business when a, s. ^ 
facts, See Relevancy of facts. 

examioation-in-chief and cross-examinati 
relate to, s, 138. 

proved, Judge must decide upon, s» 165. 
when evidence of, admissible, s. 5. 
when facts not otherwise relevant become, s, 1 1 
ifacts, written or verbal statement of, by person • 
be found, &c,, when relevant, s. 33. 
Religious foundation, relevancy of opinion as to cons^? . • 
Repeal of rules and laws, s. 2. 

Reports of decisions, relevancy of, s. 38. 

presumption as to genuineness of, s. 
Reputation, s, 3, IlL (e.) 

Res Judicata^ s. 40. 

Reversal of decision, improper admission or rejection of 
ground for, s. 167. 

Right, relevancy of facts as to existence of, s. 13. 

of opinions as to existence of general, s. 
Rule of the road. Court must take judicial notice of, s. 5, 
Rules of evidence repealed, s, 2. 

s. 

Scandalous questions, when Court may forbid, s. iSi* 

not forbid, s. !£ 

Science, opinions of experts on point of, s. 45. 

Seal, comparison of, with admitted or proved seal, s. 73 
presumption as to genuineness of, s, 82. 

Seals of Courts, &c. : of what seals Court must take * 

Second suit or trial, relevancy of judgments, &c., to bar 
Secondary evidence alter notice to produce, s. 66, 
certified copies, s. 63. 
other copies, s. 63. 
how far counterpart is, s. 63. 
meaning of, s. 63. 
when admissible of existence, • 
document, s. 65. 

Series of similar occurrences,- s. 15. 

of letters or papers, statement contained iin dc 
of, s. 39. 

Servant of legal practitioner, communications to, s. i 
See Attorney ; Barrister. 
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Shaking credit of witness, questions in cross-examination for, bS. I46*S0. 

not to be asked without reasonable 
grounds, s. 149. 

when Court may report asking o£ 
question, to High Court, s. 150. 

‘ Shall presume^ defined, s. 4. 

Short title, s. i. 

Sign Manual of British Sovereign, judicially noticed, s. 57, 

SignaturCi comparison of, with one admitted or proved, s. 73. 
proof of, when necessary, 3. 67. 
presumption as to genuineness of, s. 82. 
of Indian public officers, when judicially noticed, s. 57. 

Signs, evidence of dumb witnesses by, s. up* 

Sovereign, existence, &c , of foreign, when judicially noticed, s. 57. 

Stamp, presumption as to genuineness of, s 82, 

that document bore proper, 3. 89. 

State, admissibility of evidence as to affairs of, s. 163. 

existence, &c., of foreign, when Court must take judicial notice of, 
3. S7- 

matters of, document produced by witness referring to, s, 162, 
of mind, body, or bodily feeling. See Relevancy 0/ Facts. 
of things under which relevant fact or facts in is^ue happened, s. 7. 
Statement by witness is ^ evidedee/ s. 3, 

as to fact of public nature contained in certain Acts or notifica- 
tions, relevancy of, s. 37. 

forming part of conversation, document, book, or series of 
letters or papers, what evidence admissible s 39. 
of conspirator, how far a rekvant fact, s. 10. 
of law of country contained in law-book, relevancy of, s# 38. 

Statements. See Admission, 

by persons who cannot be called as witnesses, ss. 32, 33. 
in maps, charts, and plans, relevant, s 36. 
made under special circumstances, ss 34*8. 
relevancy of, s. 8, 

written or verbal, of relevant facts, by person dead, or who 
cannot be found, &c,, when relevant, s. 32. 
when relating to cause of death, s 32 (/). 
made in ordinary course of business, s 32. 
( 5 ). 

against interest of maker, s. 32 (3). 
giving opinion as to public right or custorn, 
or matter of public or general interest, s. 32. 
(4Y 

' relating to existence of relationship, 3. 32 

(5). 

and made in will, deed, pedigi^ei or on 
^ - tombstone, &c,, s. 32 (d), 

made in document relating to transaction by 
, which right or custom created, &c., s. 33 

( 7 ). 
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Statements, written or verbal, by several personsj and expresses feel- 
ing, &c., relevant to matter in question, s. 32 (5). 

Statutes repealed, s. 2 and Sch. 

Subtracting from terms of written contract, See Exclusion of Evidence, 
Suit^ See Jxidgtnents^ &c. 

of what facts evidence admissible in, 3. 5, 
for damages, relevancy of facts in, s. la. 


T. 


Technical expression, meaning of, evidence admissible to show, 3 * g8. 
Telegraph messages, presumption as to, s. 88. ^ ' 

Tenant. See Landlord and Tenant. 

estoppel of, from denying landlord's title, s, 116. 

Tender years, person of, when incompetent as witness, s. n8.‘ * 

Tenets of body of men or family, relevancy of opinions as to, s, 49. 

Terms, relevancy of opinions as to meaning of, s. 49, 

Territory, proof of cession of British, s. 113, 

Threat, confession caused by, s, 24. 

Time at which any fact in issue or relevant fact happened, facts fixing, s. 9. 
Title of Act, short, s. t. 

of foreign State, &c., when judicially noticed, s 57. 
of landlord, estoppel of tenant from denying, s. 116. 

Title-deeds of witness not a party, production of, s. 130. 

Titles of Indian public officers when judicially noticed, s. 57 
Tombstone, statement as to relationship made on, s, 33, para. 6. 

Transaction, facts forming parts of same, s, 6. 

See Relevancy of Facts. 

Translation of document produced by witness, s. 162. 

Translator. See Interpreter. 

divulging contents of document directed to be kept secret, s. 163. 
Treatises. See Expert ; Professional Treatise. 

Trial (new). See Uem Trial ; Judgments. 

Tribunals, Acts of, s. 74. 


u. 

United Kingdom, proof of document required by law to be attested when 
executed in, and attesting witness cannot be found, s. 69. 

Usages of body of men or family, relevancy of opinions as to, s. 42. 

V. 

Vakil, certain questions asked by, without reasonable grounds, may be 
reported to High Court, s. 150. 

communication made to, by or for client, when disclosable, s. 120. 

. not disclosable, s. 120. 

waiver of privilege, s. laS. 
Varying terms of document, who may give evidence of contemporaneons 
agreement, s. 90. 
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Varying terms of written contract, &c. See Exclusion 0/ Evidence, 

evidence inadmissible of oral agreement, 
s, 92, 

Veracity of witness, questions in cross-examination to test, ss, 146-50* 

not to be asked without reasonable grounds, 
s. 149. 

when Court may report asking of questions 
to High Court, s, 150. 

w. 

Warning witness that he need not answer certain questions, s, 148* 

Wife of accused, in criminal proceeding, competent witness, s, 120. 

of party to civil suit, competent witness, s, 120. 

Wills, statements as to relationship made in, s 32, para. 6. 

as to custom made in, s. 32, para. 7. 
provisions of Indian Succession Act as to construction of, not affect- 
ed, s. 100. 

under Indian Succession Act how provable, s. 91. 

Witness, accomplice competent, against accused person, s, 133. 

husband or wife of accused, competent, in criminal proceedings, 
S, 120 . 

attesting, proof when he cannot be found, or document executed 
in the United Kingdom s. 69. 
when execution of document must be proved by, s. 68. 
Judge as, s. I2t. 

Magistrate as, s. I2i. 
pleader as, s. 126. 

pleader^s clerk or servant as, s. 127. 
public officer as, s. 124. 
police-officer as, s. 125. 
vakil as, s. 126. 

vakil's clerk or servant as, 3. 127. 
attorney as, s. 126. 
attorney's clerk or servant as, s. 127. 
barrister as, s. 126* 
barrister's clerk or servant as, s. 127. 
client as, s. 129. 
contradiction of, s. 153. ^ 
credit of, confirmation of, s. 158, 
how impeached, s. 155, 
impeachment of, s. 158* 

questions in cross-examination affecting, ss. 146-50. 
cross-examination of. See Cross-examination of Witness, 
dumb, mode of giving evidence by, s. 119. 

evidence of, when relevant for proving in subsequent proceeding 
truth of facts stated, s. 33. 

examination of, as to written document or contents, s. 144, 
examination-in-chief of. See Examinationdn-chief of Witness^ 
husband of accused competent, in criminal proceedings, s. 120. 
j» 7 terpreter as, s. 127, 



^04 INDEX TO THE EVIDENCE ACT. 

Witness, power of Judge to examine, s. 163. 

not a party, title deeds of, when compellable to produce, s. 130. 

when not compellable to produce, s. 130. 
not excused from answering on ground that answer will criminate, 
ss, 132-47. 

oral evidence of, as to statements by other persons o£ contents of 
documents when admissible, s. 144. 
order of examinations of, s. 138. 

party to civil suit, and husband or wife, competent, s. 126. 
production of document by, s. 162. 

proof of former statement of, to corroborate later testimony, s. 157. 
questions to, by Jury or assessors, s. 166. 
re*examination of. See Re-examinatioji of Witness* 
refreshing memory by reference to writing, s. 159. 

when made by witness, 
s. 159 - 

by another person, 
s. IS 9 ' 

when witness may 
refer to copy, s. 159. 
may be cross-examined 
upon it, s. i6i. 

statements by person who cannot be called, ss. 32, 33. 

to character, cross-examination and re-examination of, s. 140. 

translation of document produced by, s. 162. 

when compellable to answer question in cross-examination testing 

veracity, &c., s. 147. 
in what case Court to decide 
s. 148. 

may testify to facts mentioned in document, s. 160. 
wife of accused, ‘Competent, in criminal proceedings, s. 120, 
Witnesses, ss, 118-34. 

what persons competent, ss. 118-33. 
examination of, ss. 135-66. 

no particular number necessary to prove fact, s. 134. 
order of production and examination of, s. 135* 

Writing is a ‘ document, ' s. 3, 

comparison of, with admitted or proved writing, s. 73. 
dumb witness may give evidence by, s. 119. 
when witness may refresh memory by reference to, s. 159, 
to refresh witness's memory, aO verse party entitled to production 
of, and may cross-examine upon, s. 16 1. 



ACT XUI. OF 1855 . 

The Indiaa Fatal Acoldeats Act, 1855.* 

Received the G.-G.’s Assent on the 27TH March 1855. 

An Ad to provide Compensation to Families for Loss occasioned 
by the Death of a Person caused by Actionable, Wrong, 

Whereas no action or suit is now maintainable in any Court 

against a person who, by his wrongful 
act, neglect, or default, may have caused 
the death of another person, and it is oftentimes right and expedient 
that the wrong-doer in such case should be answerable in damages 
for the injury so caused by him ; It is enacted as follows : — 

1. Whenever the death of a person shall be caused by wrongful 

Suit for compensation to ^^t, neglect or default, and the act 
the family of a person for loss neglect, Or detault IS SUCh aS would (it 
occasioned to it by his death death had not ensued) have entitled the 
by actionable wrongs. party injured to maintain an action and 

recover damages in respect thereof, the party who would have been 
liable if death had not ensued, shall be liable to an action or suit 
for damages, notwithstanding the death of the person injured and 
although the death shall have been caused under such circumstances 
as amount in law to felony or other crime. 

And it is enacted further that every such action or suit shall be 
for the benefit of the wife, husband, parent, and child, if any, of the 


* This is the short title given to this Act by the Indian Short Titles 
Act (XIV. of 1897). , 

Based on the Fatal Accidents Act, 1846 {9 & 10 Viet., c, 93). 

Act XIII. of 185s has been declared to be in force in the whole of 
British India, except as regards the Scheduled Districts, by the Laws Local 
Extent Act (XV. of 1874), s. 3. 

It has been declared in force in Upper Burma generally (except the 
Shan States), by the First Part of the Second Schedule to the Upper Burma 
Laws Act (XX. of 1886) ; in the Santhai Parganas, by the Santhal Parganas 
Settlement Regulation (III. of 187a), s. 3, as amended by the Santhal 
Parganas Laws Regulation (IIL of 1886), s. 3 and sch. ; in the Arakan Hill 
District, by the Arakan Hill District Laws Regulation (IX. of 1874), s. 3; 
and in Angul and the Khondmals by the Angul District Regulation (I. of 
* 894), s. 3. 


Act K 1 II«^ 1855, *^1 
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IKBIAK FATAL ACCIDEKTS. 


[Act XIII. 


person whose death shall have been so caused, and shall be brought 
by, and in the name of, the executor, administrator, or representa- 
tive of the person deceased ; 

and in every such action the Court may give such damages* as 
U may think proportioned to the loss resulting from such death to 
the parties respectively, lor whom and for whose benefit such action 
shall be brought; and the amount so recovered, after deducting all 
costs and expenses, including the costs not recovered from the 
defendant, shall be divided amongst the before-mentioned parties, 
or any of them, in such shares as the Court, by its judgment or 
decree, shall direct. 

2. Provided always that not more than one action or suit shall 
Not more than one suit to be brought for, and in respect of, the 
be brought. same subject-matter of complaintfrpro- 


It has been declared, by notification under s. 3 [a) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act {XIV. of 1874}, to be in force in the following Scheduled 
Districta, namely: — 

(1) Sindh {see Gaoetle of India, 18B0, Pt. I., p. 672) t 

(а) West Jalpaiguri (see Cassette of India, t88l, Pt. 1 ., p. 74) ; 

{3) The Districts of Hazaribagh, Lobardaga, and Manbhum, and 
Pargana Dhalbhum and the Kolban in the District of Sing- 
bhum (see Gaaeite of India, i8Sj, Pt. I., p. S9r) : 

(4) The scheduled portion of the Mirzapur Districc (see Gaaeite of 
India, 1879. Pi- I . P- 383) : 

{5) Jaunsar Bawar (see Gatetie of India, 1879, Pi- h, p- 382) : 

(б) The Scheduled Districts of the Punjab (see Gasetie of India, 

1881, Pt. I., p. 483) : 

(7) The Scheduled Districts of the Central Provinces (see Gaaeite of 

India, 1879, Pt. 1 ., p. 771) : 

(8) The District of Sylhet (see Gaaeite of India, 1879, Pt. I., p. 631) : 

(9) The rest of Assam (except the North Lushai Hills (see Gaaeite 

of India, 1897, Pt. I., p, 299) : 

(10) The Porahat Estate in the Singbhutn District (see Gaaeite of 
India, 1897, Pt. I., p. 1059). 

It has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of the last- mentioned 
Act, to the following Scheduled Districts, namely 

* (i> Kumaon and Garhwa! (see Gaaeite of India, 1876, Pt. I., p. 606) s 

(a] The North-Western Provinces Tarai (see Gaaeite of India, 1876, 
Pt. I , p, 505). 

* As to the measure of damages under this Act, see Vinayak Reghunaih 
V. G. 1 . P. Ry. Co., 7 Bom., O. C. 113 s Ratanhai v. G. /. P. Ry., ib. 120; 


s. c., on appeal, 8 16. 130. . . ... 

t In s. 3 the words “ and that every such action shall be brought within 
twelve calendar months after the death of such deceased person," have here 
been repealed by the Indian Limitation Act (fX. of 1871). For limitation, 
see now the yn^itatipn Act (XV. of 1877), Sch. II., No, ai. 
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vided that, in any such action or suit, the executor, administrator, 
Cluim for loss to estate may representative of the deceased may 

be added. insert a claim for, and recover any pecu- 

niary loss to, the estate of the deceased occasioned by such wrongful 
act, neglect, or default, which sum, when recovered, shall be 
deemed part of the assets of the estate of the deceased. 


3. The plaint in any such action or suit shall give a full 
Plaintiff shall deliver parti- particular of the person or persons for 
culars, &c. whom, or on whose behalf, such action 

or suit shall be brought, and of the nature of the claim in respect 
of which damages shall be sought to be recovered. 


Interpretation-clause* 


4 . The following words and expressions are intended to have 
the meaning hereby assigned to them 
respectively, so far as such meanings are 
not excluded by the context or by the nature of the subject-matter ; 
that is to say, words denoting the singular number are to be under- 
stood to apply also to a plurality of persons or things, and words 
denoting the masculine gender are to be understood to apply also 
to persons of the feminine gender ; and the word “ person " shall 
apply to bodies politic and corporate ; and the word parent ” shall 
include father and mother* and grand-father and grand-mother ; and 
the word “ child ” shall include sonf and daughter and grandson 
and grand-daughter, and step-son and step-daughter. 


* Step-father and step-mother are designedly omitted, 
t As to adopted sons, see 7 Bom., O. C. J., 113. 
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ACT NO. X. OF 1897* 
The General Glanses Act, 1897, 


Passed bv the Governor-General oe Indu in Council. 
Keceivtd Hts ExciUmcy’s assmt on ihe nih March i 8 g>j. 


/ 


A71 Act to consohdate and extend the General Clauses Acts, i 8 i 

and i 88 >j.-\ 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and extend the Gene 
Clauses Acts, i868t; and 1887! ; It is hereby enacted as 1 
lows : — 

\ Preliminary, 

Short title and commence- 1 - U) This Act may be called 

ment. General Clauses Act, 1897; and 

(3) It shall come into force at once. 

2 . [Pepealed by Act /. of rgoj.] 


General Definitions. 

3 . In this Act, and in all Acts of the Governor-Gener 
. in Council and Regulations made aft 

Definitions. commencement of this Act, unle: 

there is anything repugnant in the subject or context, — 

( /) “ abet,” with its grammatical variations and cognal 
^ „ expressions, shall ha’ 

the same meaning as 
the Indian Penal Code: 


* For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gaaette of India, 1S9: 
p. -y n nS ■ for Report of the Select Committee, see ibid, p. 77 ; and fc 
Proceedings in Council, see ibid, Pt. VI., pp. 3 S, 40, S6, and 76. 

Ani-X of 1807 has been declared in force in Upper Bucma (eJKep 
the Shan States) by the Burma Laws Act (XIII. of 1898). ^See the Fift 

Schedule. . i- 1 

t Acts I. of 1868 and I. of 1887, respectively. 


[Act X. o£ 1897.] 
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(2)* “ act," used with reference to an oSence or a civil 
, . „ wrong, shall include a 

senes of acts, and words 
which refer to acts done extend also to illegal omis- 
sions : 

(j)t “ affidavit" shall include affirmation and declaration 
„ . ^ in the case of persons 
^ by law allowed to affirm 

or declare instead of swearing: 

(^)$ “barrister" shall mean a barrister of England or 
. „ Ireland, or a member of 

the Faculty of Advocates 
in Scotland ; 

(5) “ Bengal Act"§ shall mean an Act made by the 

„„ . >> Lieutenant-Governor of 

Bengal Act. 

“the Indian Councils Act, 1861, or" the Indian 
Councils Acts, 186 lU and 1892II ; 

(d) “ Bombay Act" shall mean an Act made by the Gov- 

ernor of Bombay in 

■ Council under “ the Indian 

Councils Act, 1861, or" the Indian Councils Acts, 
1861^ and i892‘{[ : 

(y)** “ British India” shall mean all territories and places 
r » within Her Majesty's 

British India. * ^ ^ / 

dominions whicn are for 
the time ■ being governed by Her Majesty through 


> ® Compare the Indian Penal Code (Act XLV. of i860) and the 

Madras General Clauses Act (Mad. Act III. of 1891). 

t Compare the definitions of ** Oath’* and ‘‘ Swear” in sub^ss. (36) 

( 55 )i respectively, infra. As to affidavits in civil proceedings, see 
Ch. XVI. of the Code of Civil Procedure (Act XIV. of 1882 } ; aa to 
criminal proceedings, see Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V. of 1898). 

% Compare the Indian High Courts Act, 1861, (^34 & 25 Viet., c. 104), 
s, 19, 

§ Since the passing of this Act, the Punjab and Burma Legislative 
Councils have been constituted, and their Acts may by analogy be referred 
to as Punjab” and “ Burma Acts.” 

11 Stats. 24 & 25 Viet., c. 67, and 55 & Viet., c. 14, respectively. The 
words quoted have been inserted by Act I. of 1903. 

^ Stats. 24 & 25., Viet., c. 67, and 55 & 56 Viet., c. 14, respectively. 
The words quoted have been inserted by Act L of 1903. 

** Compare the Interpretation Act, 1889 ($2 & S 3 Viet,, c. 63), s. 18 
{4)* , For definition of “ India” see in/ra^ sub-s. (27). 


4 


general clauses. 


[ActXi 


the Governor-General of India or through any Gov- 
ernor or other officer subordinate to the Governor- 
General of India : 

(5)» “British possession" shall mean any part of Her 

« British possession.” Majesty’s dominions, ex- 
clusive of the United 
Kingdom, and, where parts of those dominions are 
under both a central and a local legislature, alt 
parts under the central legislature shall, for the 
purposes of this definition, be deemed to be one 
British possession : 


(<ya)t Burma Act" shall mean an Act made by. the 
« Rnrm-, Arf » Licutenant-Govemor j 'of 

Burma in Council under 
the Indian Councils Acts, i86i and 1892 : 

(p) “Chapter” shall mean a Chapter of the Act or 
“Chapter.” Regulation in which the 

word occurs : 


“ Collector ” shall mean, 


“ Collector.” 


in a Presidency-town, the 
Collector of Calcutta, 
Madras, or Bombay, as 
the case may be, and elsewhere the chief officer in 
charge of the revenue-administration of a district : 


(//)§ “Colony " shall mean any part of Her Majesty’s 
„ dominions, exclusive of 

the British Islands and of 
British India, and, where parts of those dominions 
are under both a central and a local legislature, all 
parts under the central legislature shall, for the 
purposes of this definition, be deemed to be one 
colony : 


Act, 1889 (52 and 53 Viet, c. 63), 


* Compare the Interpretation 

s 1 8 r 2 \ 

•h Clause (.8a) has been added by Act I. of 1903. 

i Comoare the Bombay General Clauses Act (Bom, Act III. of 1886), 
s. 3 (12), and the N.- W. P. and Oudh General Clauses Act (N.-W. P. and. 

Comp^e*fhe Intefpretation Act, 1889 (£2 & S 3 Viet., c. 63), s. 18 Cj). 
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“ commencement/’* used with reference to an Act 
^ or Regulation, shall mean 
the day on which the Act 
or Regulation comes into force : 

“ Commissioner” shall mean the chief officer in charge 
„ ~ of the revenue administra- 

lion of a division : 

{ 14 )% "consular officer” shall include consul-general, con- 
^ ,, sul, vice-consul, consular 

Consular officer. pro-consul. and 

any person for the time being authorized to perform 
the duties of consul-general, consul, vice-consul, or 
consular agent : 

(/5)§ “ District Judge ” shall mean the Judge of a principal 

District Judge. jurisdiction, but shall not 

include a High Court in the e.^cercise of its ordinary 
or extraordinary original civil jurisdiction : 

(/d)ll “ document ” shall include any matter written, ex- 
pressed, or described 
upon any substance by 
means of letters, figures, or marks or by more than 
one of those me^ns, which is intended to be used, or 
which may be used, for the purpose of recording 
that matter: 

J/y) “ enactment ” shall include a Regulation (as herein- 
after defined) and any 
Regulation of the Bengal, 
Madras, or Bombay Code, and shall also include any 
provision contained in any Act or in any such 
Regulation as aforesaid ; 


“ Document.'^ 


“ Enactment.'^ 


For rules determining when any given Act is to come into force, 
see s. 5, infra. 

t Compare the N.-W. P, and Oudh General Clauses Act (N.-W. P* 
and Oudh Act L of 1887). 

t Compare the Consular Salaries and Fees Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet., 
c* 36), s. 3. C} 

J As to definition of “ High Court/* see sub-s. {24) infra, 

\\ Compare the Indian Evidence Act (I, of 1872), As to definition of 
1] written,** see sub-s, (58), infra. 



6 


general clauses. 


[Actx., 


(/(S’) father, in the case of any one whose personal law 

“Father.” permits adoption, shall 

include an adoptive father : 

(/p)* * * § financial year " shall mean the year commencing 

“Financial year.” T 

April : 

(2o)f a thing shall be deemed to be done in “ good faith 

“Good faith." in fact done 

honestly, whether it is 
done negligently or not : 

(^/)| “ Government " or “ the Government” shall include 

“ Goveroment.” Government as 

well as the Government of 
India ; 


“ Government of India ” shall mean the, Governor- 

“ Governnient of India.” J" Council Ot, 

duriQg the absence of the 

Governor- General from his Council, the President in 
Council, or the Governor- General alone as regards 
the powers which may be lawfully exercised by them 
or him respectively : 

. (:3j)j “ Her Majesty ” 

“ the Queen ” shall in- 
' dude her successors: 


( 3 ^) “ High Court,' 


used with reference to civil proceedings, 
shall mean 


the highest 


^ ‘ Civil Court of appeal in 

the part of British India in which the Act or Regula- 
tion containing the expression operates : 


• Compare the Interpretation Act, 18S9 (52 & 53 Viet,, c. 63), s. 29. . 
t Compare the Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 {43 & 46 Viet,, c. 61), 
s. go, and the Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Vjet., c. 71), s- 62. 

As to discussion in Council regarding definition of “ good faith," see 
Gaaette of India, 1897, Pt. VI., pp. S6 to 62 and 76 to 79, 

J Compare the Code of Civil Procedure (Act XIV. of 1882), s, 2. As 
to definition of Local Government, see sub-s. (29) infra. 

§ Compare the Interpretation Act, 1889 {52 & 53 Viet., c. 63), s.'30, 
as to references to the reigning Sovereign. 

As to Her Majesty's title as Empress of India, see the Royal Titles 
Act, 1876 {39 Viet., c, lo.) 
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(35) " immoveable property ” shall include land, benefits 
, , , L >> to arise out of land, and 

earth, or permanently fastened to anything attached to 
the earth : * 

(ad) " imprisonment " shall mean imprisonment of either 

description as defined in 


** Imprisonment** 


the Indian Penal Code : 


' Local authority**^ 


(ay)t “ India ” shall mean British India, together with any 
, „ territories of any Native 

“ Prince or Chief under the 

suzerainty of Her Majesty exercised through the 

Governor-General of India, or through any Governor 

or other officer subordinate to the Governor-General 
of India : 

“ local authority " shall mean a municipal committee, 

district beard, body of 
port commissioners or 
or other authority legally entitled to, or entrusted by 
the Government with, the control or management of 
a municipal or local fund : 

(5p)§ “Local Government" shall mean the parson author- 
,, , , ^ „ ized by law to administer 

executive Government m 
the part of British India in which the Act or Regu- 
lation containing the expression operates, and shall 
include a Chief Commissioner : 

(jo) '* Madras Act " shall mean an Act made by the Gover- 
nor of Fort St. George 
in Council under “the 


Madras Act*’* 


* As to growing crops and timber so far as they are affected by the 
Indian Registration Act (III, of 1877), see s. 3 of that Act. 

t Compare the Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet., c. 63), s, i8(5)» 

X Compare the Local Authorities Loan Act (XL of 1879). 

§ There are at present eleven Local Governments in British India| 
namely ; — The Governors of Madras and Bombay in Council, the Lieute- 
nant-Governors of Bengal, the N.-W. P. and Oudh, the Punjab, and Burma; 
and the Chief Commissioners of the Central Provinces, Assam, Ajmere- 

Marwara, Coorg, and British Baluchistan* * § The Commissioner in Sindh 
♦xercises by delegation certain powers of a Local Government.— See Act V . 
of x868 (Commissioner in Sindh). 
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Indian Councils Act, 1861, or" the Indian Councils 
Act, i86i* and 1892 :* 

(31) “Magistrate” shall include every person exercising all 

“ Magistrate.” 21 ^ 2 '^ powers of a 

Magistrate under the Code 
of Criminal Procedure for the time being in force tf 

(ja) $ “ master," used with reference to a ship, shall mean 

« Master » (of a ship). Pf t 

or harbour-master) having 

for the time being control or charge of the ship: 

(jj) “ month ” shall 
“ Month.” mean a month reckoned 

according to the British 
calendar ; 

(3^) “ moveable property ” § shall mean property of every 
“Mo,„bfcpr,p.,iy.” descripiion, encepl im- 

moveable property : 

(55) “North-Western Provinces and Oudh Act" shall 

« M .T. t«r , o • mean an Act made by 
^ North-Western Provinces t • * ^ r* 

and Oudh Act.” Lieutenant-Governor 

of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh in Council under “the Indian 
Councils Act, 1861, or" the Indian Councils Acts, 
1861* and 1892 :* 

(56) “ oath " shall include affirmation and declaration in the 

case cf persons by law 
" Oath.” allowed to affirm or de- 

clare instead of swearing: 

(37)11 “ offence ’’ shall mean any Act or omission made 

« Offence ” punishable by any law for 

(Unence. the time being in force: 


* Stats. 24 & 25 Viet, c., 67, and SS & S6 Viet., c. 14, respectively^ 
The words quoted have been inserted by Act I. of 1903. 

+ The Code now in force is Act V. of 1898. 

± See s. 742 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 5 ® Vict., c. 00). 

§ For a comprehensive definition of the word “ property," see s. 16S 
of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 and 47 Vict., c. 52). . 

jj See a similar definition in s, 4 (0) of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
{Act V. of 1898). 
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(j5) “Part” shall mean 
« Part,” 


Part of the Act or Re- 
gulation in which the 
word occurs: 


(JP) “ person ” shall include any company or association 

or body of individuals, 
” Person.” whether incorporated or 

not; 


Political Agent,** 


(./o)’» “Political 
Agent ” shall include — 


(a) the principal officer representing the Government in 
any territory or place beyond the limits of British 
India, and 


(^) any ofiBcer of the Government of India or of any 
Local Government appointed by the Government 
of India or the Local Government to exercise all 
or any of the powers of a Political Agent for any 
place not forming part of British India under the 
law for the time being in force relating to foreign 
jurisdiction and extradition : 


(^/)t “ Presidency-town ” shall mean the local limits for 
^ „ the lime being of the ordi- 

resi ency- own. nary original civil jurisdic- 

tion of the High Cou«'t of Judicature at Fort William, 
Madras, or Bombay, as the case may be : 

(^ 2 )f “ Privy Council ” shall mean the Lords and others 
,, o . „ for the time being of Her 

-‘P„„ Council. Majesly’s Most Honour- 

able Privy Council : 


(•S^j)§ “Province” 
Province. 


shall mean the territories for the time 
, being administered by any 

Local Government: 


* See s. 3 of the Foreign Jurisdiction and Extradition Act (XXI.* of 
1879). 

t See s. 4 (^) of the repealed Code of Criminal Procedure (Acc X. of 
1882), and compare s. 3 (35) of the Madras General Clauses Act (Mad. Act 
l.of 1891). 

^ t Compare s. 12 (5) of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict.» 


i Compare- 
X. of 1882). 


s. 4 (^) of the repealed Code of Criminal Procedure (Act 
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(•/'/)** public nuisance * * * § ’ shall mean a public nuisance as 
“ Public nuisance.” 

Penal Code : 


(^a)f “ Punjab Act” shall mean an Act made by the Deute- 

" Punjab Act.” nant-Governor of the Pun- 

jab in Council under the 
Indian Councils Acts, i86i and 1892 .* 


(^S)i “ registered," used with reference to a document,. 

"Reiristercd ” registered in 

^ * British India under the law 

for the time being in force for the registration of 
documents : 


(^ 6 ) “ Regulation " shall 
“ Regulation." 


mean a Regulation made under 
the Government of India. 
Act, i 8 yo:§ 


(47) “rule” shall mean a rule made in exercise of a power 

conferred by any enact- 
ment, and shall include a 


'Rule 


a regulation made as a rule under any enactment 


(./ 5 ) “ schedule ” shall 
“Schedule." 


mean a schedule to the Act or Regu- 
lation in which the word 
occurs : 


(.jtp) “Schedule District" shall mean a “Scheduled Dis- 
trict" as defined in the 
“ Schedule District,” Scheduled Districts Act, 

1874 tlT 


(50) “ section " shall mean 
" Section.” 


section of the Act or Regula- 
tion in which the word 
occurs : 


* As to procedure in the case of public nuisances, see the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (Act V. of i 8 p 8 ), Ch. X. 

t Cl. {44C1) has been inserted by Act I. of 1903. 

J Compare the Madras General Clauses Act (Mad. Act I. of 1891), s. 3 
(I/). As to the law now in force, see the Indian Registration Act (III. of 
1877). 

§ Stat. 33 Viet., c. 3. . 

II The provisions of ss. 20 to 24, infra, apply to rules defined in this* 
sub-section. 

f Act XIV. of 1874- 


it 1897.1 


QSKXEAl. CIAVSiS. 


II 


(j/)* ship " shall include every description of vessel used 
, „ in navigation not exclu- 

sively propelled by oars; 

(j2)t “ sign," with its grammatical variations and cognate 
, . „ expressions shall, with 

reference to a person who 

is unable to write his name, include “ mark," with its 
grammatical variations and cognate expressions : 

iss) “son,” in the case of any one whose personal law 

permits adoption, shall 
include an adopted son ; 


' Son.” 


(5^) “sub»secUon 

*' Sub’SBCtion.” 


shall mean', a sub-section of the sec- 
tion in which the word, 
occurs ; 


( 5 S)i “ swear," with its grammatical variations and cognate 
“Swear" expressions, shall include 

affirming and declaring 
in the case of persons by law allowed to affirm or 
declare instead of swearing : 

(iifl) “ United Provinces Act" shall mean an Act made 

“United Provinces Act." the Wenant-Gov- 

ernor of the North- vVestern 
' Provinces and Oudh (or of the United Provinces 
of Agra and . Oudh) in Council under the Indian 
Councils Act, i86i, or the Indian Councils Acts, 
1861 and 1892 : 

(5d)§ “vessel” shall include any ship or boat or any 
“Vessel.” other description of vessel 

used in navigation: 


* Compare s. 742 of the Merchant 
c. 60). 


Shipping Act, r8g4 (57 ^ 


58 Viet., 


t See also definition of " writing” in sub-s. {58), infra, 

4 See also definition of “affidavit" and “oath" supra, sub-ss, (j) 
and respectively ; and as to oaths, see the Indian Oaths Act (XI. 

of 1873). 

J Compare s. 742 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58- 
Vict,, c. 60), This definition supplements the definition of ship in sub- 
supra. See also definition of vessel in s. 48 of the Indian Penal. 

Code, 
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(57)* will" shall include a codicil and every writing making 

^ voluntary posthumous 
disposition of property : 

expressions referring to “writing" shall be construed 

“Writing" including references 

' to. printing, lithography, 

photography, and other modes of representing or re- 
producing words in a visible form : and 

(i9)i “year" shall mean a year reckoned according 
« Year." to the British calen-dar. 


4. (/) The deflnitions in section 3 of the following words 
Application of forcRoing and expressions, that is to say, “ affida- 
defjnttions to previous enact- vit," “ barrister," “ British India,” “ Dis- 

trict Judge" “father," “Government 
of India," “ Her Majesty," or “ the Queen," “ High Court,” 
“ immoveable property," “imprisonment," “Local Government," 
“ Magistrate,” “ month," “ moveable property," “ oath," “ person," 
“section," “son," “swear,” “will," and “year,” apply also, 
unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context, to 
all Acts of the Governor-General in Council made after the third 
day of January i868, and to all Regulations made on or after 
the fourteenth day of January 1887. 

{a) The definitions in the said section of the following words 
and expressions, that is to say, “ abet," “ chapter," “ commence- 
ment," “ financial year," “local authority,” “master," “offence," 
“ Part," “ public nuisance,” “ registered," “ schedule," “ ship,” 
“ sign," “ sub-section," and “ writing," apply also, unless there 
is anything repugnant in the subject or context, to all Acts of 
the Governor- General in Council and Regulations made on or 
after the fourteenth day of January 1887. 


General Rules of Cominuiion. 

5. (/) Where any Act of the Governor-General in Council 

Coming into operation of 5s not expressed to co""® If ° 
enactments, on a particular day, then it shall come 

into operation on the day on which it receives the assent of the 

Governor-General. 


• See the definition of “will- in s., 3 of the Indian Succession Act 

Compare s. 20 of the Interpretation Act, 1889 {52 & S 3 Vic., c. 63)- 
i As to financial year/^ see sufa-s. (rp), supra. 
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( 2 ) Where any Act of the Governor-General in Council Is 
reserved under the Indian Councils Act, r86i,* section 20 , for 
the signification of Her Majesty's pleasure thereon, then if no 
later date is expressed, it shall come into operation, if assented 
to by Her Majesty, on the day on which the assent of Her Majesty 
is duly proclaimed. 

(y)f Unless the contrary is expressed, an Act of the Governor- 
General in Council or Regulation shall be construed as coming; 
into operation immediately on the expiration of tlte day preceding 
its commencement. 


6.j: Where this Act, or any Act of the Governor- General in 
. , Council or Regulation made after the- 

ec o repea . commencement of this Act, repeals any 

enactment hitherto made or hereafter to be made, then, unless a 
different intention appears, the repeal shall not — 

(a) revive anything not in force or existing at the time at- 
which the repeal lakes efifect ; or 


(3) affect the previous operation of any enactment so re- 
pealed, or anything duly done or suffered there- 
under; or 


(c) affect any right, privilege, obligation, or liability ac- 
quired, accrued, or incurred under any enactment 
so repealed ; or 

(if) affect any penalty, forfeiture, or punishment incurred, 
in respect of any offence committed against any 
enactment so repealed ; or 

(e) affect any investigation, legal proceeding, or remedy in 
respect of any such right, privilege, obligation, liability, 
penalty, forfeiture, or punishment as aforesaid; 

and any such investigation, legal proceeding, or remedy may 
be instituted, continued, or enforced, and any such penalty, for- 
feiture, or punishment may be imposed as if the repealing Act 
or Regulation had not been passed* 


* Stat, 24 & 25 Viet,, c. 67. 

t Compare s* 36 (2) of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet* 
^ 3 )* ^ * 

As to power to make rules between the passing and commencement of 
Act which does not come into force at once, see 3^ 22, rt 

+ Compare s. 38 of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 8c 53 Viet 
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7 . * (/) In any Act of the Governor*General in Council or 
Revival of repealed enact- Regulation, made after the commence- 

raent of this Act, it shall be necessary, 
for the purpose of reviving, either wholly or partially, any enact- 
ment wholly or partially repealed, expressly to state that pur- 
pose. 

(a) This section applies also to all Acts of the Governor- 
General ia Council made after the third day of January i868, 
and to ail Regulations made on or after the fourteenth day of 
January 1887. 

8. f Where this Act, or any Act of the Governor-General 
Conbtrucuon of references to in Council Or regulation made after 

repeated enactments. the commencement of this Act, repeals 

and re-enacts, with or without modification, any provision of a 
former enactment, then references in any other enactment^ or in 
any instrument to the provision so repealed shall, unless a different 
intention appears, be construed as references to the provision 
so re-enacted. 


9. (/) In any Act of the Governor-General in Council or 
Coiiimencementandtermin- Regulation made after the commence- 
ation of time. ment of this Act, it shall be sufficient, 

for the purpose of excluding the first in a series of days or any other 
period of lime, louse the word "from," and, for the purpose 
of including the last in a series of days or any other period of 
time, to use the word " to." 


(2) This section applies also to all Acts of the Governor- 
General in Council made after the third day of January 1868, 
and to all Regulations made on or after the fourteenth day of 
January 1887. 

10 ..J (r) Where, by any Act of the Governor-General in 

Council or Regulation made after the 
Computation of time. commencement of this Act, any act 

or proceeding is directed or allowed to be done or taken in 
any Court or office on a certain day or within a prescribed 


* Compare s, n of the Interpretatioa Act, i88g (53 St 53 Viet., 
c* 6*?^# 

t Compare s. 38 (l) of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (53 S: S 3 ^ict., 
c. 63) ; see a similar provision in s. 3 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 

.(Act V. of j8gS). . , , „ V 

See the Madras General Clauses Act (Mad. Act I. of 1091)} 
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period, then, if the Court or ofiBce is closed on that day or 
the last day of the prescribed period, the act or^ proceeding 
shall be considered as done or taken in due lime if it is done 
or taken on the next day afterwards on which the Court or 
office is open: 

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to any act or 
proceeding to which the Indian Limitation Act, 1877, applies. 

{2) This section applies also to all Acts of the Governor- 
General in Council and Regulations made on or after the fourteenth 
day of January 1887. 


11 .* In the measurement of any distance, for the purposes 
of any Act of the Governor-General 


Measurement of distances. 


any 

in Council or Regulation made after 
this Act, that distance shall, unless a 
be measured in a straight line on R 


the commencement of 
different intention appears, 
horizontal plane. 


Regulation 


12 . Where, by any enactmenlj now in force or hereafter 
Duty to be taken pro raia to be in force, any duty of customs 
in enactments. or excise, or in the nature thereof, is 

leviable on any given quantity, by weight, measure, or value of any 
goods or merchandise, then a like duty is leviable according to 
the same rate on any greater or less quantity. 


13 , In all Acts of the Governor-General in Council and 

Regulations, unless there is anything 
repugnant in the subject or context, — 


Gender and number. 


(/) words importing the masculine gender shall betaken 
to include females; and 

(2) words in the singular shall include the plural, and 
vice versa. 


Powers and Functionaries, 

14 . (/) Where, by any Act of the Governor-General in 
Powers conferred on the Council or Regulation made after the 
Government to be exerciseable commencement of this Act, any power 
from time to time. jg conferred on the Government, then 

that power may be exercised from time to time as occasion requires.. 

* Compare s. 34 of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet., 
c. 63). 

t As to definition “ enactment,” see s. 3, sub-s, (77) supra. 



16 


GKNERAL CUUSSS. 


•CActX, 


( 2 ) This section applies also to all Acts of the Governor- 
General m Council and Regulations made on or after the four- 
teenth day of January, 1887. 


15 . Where, by any Act of the Governor-General in Council 
Power toappointto include or Regulation, a power to appoint any 
power to appoint ex-officio. person to fill any office or esecuts any 
function is conferred, then, unless it is otherwise expressly prcC 
vided, any such appointment, if it is made after the commence- 
ment of this Act, may be made either by name or by virtue 
of office.* 


10. Where, by any Act of the Governor- General in Council 
Power to appoint to include or Regulation, a power to make any 
power to suspend or dismiss, appoiiilmem is conferred, then, unless 
a different intention appears, the authority having power to 
make the appointment shall also have power to suspend or 
dismiss any person appointed by it in exercise of that power.f 


17 . (/) In any Act of the Governor-General in Council 
. or Regulation made after the com- 
mencement ot this Act, it shall be suffi- 
cient, for the' purpose of indicating the application of a law to 
every person or number of persons for the time being executing 
the functions of an office, to mention the official title of the officer 
at present executing the functions, or that of the officer by whom 
the functions are commonly exec uted. 


( 2 ) This section applies also to all Acts of the Governor- 
General in Council made after the third day of January i868, 
and to all Regulations made on or after the fourteenth day of 
January 1887. 

18 . (/) In any Act of the Governor-General in Councilor 
Regulation made after the commence- 
Successors. jt gball be Sufficient, 

for the purpose of indicating the relation of a law to the succes- 
sors or any functionaries or of corporations having perpetual 
succession, to express its relation to the functionaries or corpora- 
tions.’ 

• See similar provision in s. 39 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 

^^*^V^Seias^o* this provision the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
quoted su^ra, p* a. 


of 1897.] 
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, Artq of the Governor- 

(2) This section applies also January i868. 

General in Council made the th d d y of 

and to all Regulations made on or 

Janua., .887. (j„,ernor-G=n=ral in Council or 

19 . Cr) In any Act after the commence- 

Official Chiefs and sub- ^ ^ this Act, it shall be sufficient, 
ordinates. P Iw o ow relative to the chief or 

for the purpose of expressing that a la ^ subordinates 

superior of an office shall apply office in the place of their 

lawfully performing the duties o .^hat oftce 

superior, to prescribe the duty o Governor- 

fa) This section applies also to January 1868, 

General in Council made after the J^gg^th day of 

and to all Regulations made on or ait 
January 18871 

Or*rr. XuUs, etc., made under Enacimenle. 

20 .* Where, by nny Act ?esur"n'y 

enactments.! form, or Dye-iaw, la ^ fnrm 

expressions used in the “ notification f o’f this Act, 

or bye-law, if it is made after the or context, 

shall, unless there is anything repugnan Regulation 

have the same respective meanings as in t 
conferring the power. 

214 Where, by auy “a" 

Power to make to include nrrlers rulcS, or bye-laWS, IS 

power to add to, amend, vary, cations, j .u„„ ’tW pOWer includes a 
~.0.uer., ,.,es. or ccntoed^.hen^^^ 

and subject to the like sanction .j°"?5‘““'+'*ordets’, °ules or 

amend, .vary, or rescind any “ notifica > 

bye-laws so “ substituted.” § 

* Compare s. 31 of the Interpretation Act^ i^8q 53 ^ 

c- 63), and s. 10 of the Madras General Clauses ac 
t 1891). 

$ oPthl- Interpretation Act. 1889 (S^ & 53 . Viet., 

c. 63) . 

§ These words were substituted by Act I. of 1903* ^ 

Act X., 1897.— 2. 


i8 


GKNICRAI. CLAUSES.' 


[Act X. 


22. * Where, by any Act of the Governor-General in Council 
Making o£ rules or bye- ^®§ulation which is not tO COllie into 

laws, and issuing of orders force immediately On the passing thereof, 
between passing and com- a power is conferred to make rules or 
menceraent o enactment. bye-laws, or to issue orders with respect 
to the application of the Act or Regulation, or with respect to the 
establishment of any Court or office, or the appointment of any 
Judge or officer thereunder, or with respect to the person by whom, 
or the time when, or the place where, or the manner in which, or 
the fees for which, anything is to be done under the Act or Regula- 
tion, then that power may be exercised at any time after the passing 
of the Act or Regulation ; but rules, bye-laws, or orders so made 
or issued, shall not take effect till the commencement of the Act or 
Regulation. 

23. Where, by any Act of the Governor-General in Council 
Provisions applicable to Of Regulation, a power to make rules or 

making of rules or bye-laws bye-Iaws is expressed to be given subject 
after previous publication. jq jjie condition of the rules or bye-laws 
being made after previous publication, then the following provi- 
sions shall apply, namely : — 

(/) the authority having power to make the rules or bye-laws 
shall, before making them, publish a draft of the 
proposed rules or bye-laws for the information of 
persons likely to be affected thereby; 

(a) the publication shall be made in such manner as that 
authority deems to be sufficient, or, if the condition 
with respect to previous publication so requires, in 
such manner as the Governor-General in Council or 
the Local Government prescribes ; 

(j) there shall be published with the draft a notice specify- 
ing a date on or after which the draft will be taken 
into consideration ; 

U) the authority having power to make the rules or bye- 

^ laws, and where the rules or bye-laws are to be made 
with the sanction, approval, or concurrence of an- 
other authority, that authority also shall consider any 
objection or suggestion which may be received by 
the authority having power to make the rules or bye- 
laws from any person with respect to the draft before 
the date so specified ; 


• Compare s. 37 of the Intetpretation Act, 1889 (S 2 & 53 Viet., c. 63 ). 
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(5) the publication in the Gazette of a rule or bye-law pur- 
porting to have been made in exercise of a power to 
make rules or bye-laws after previous publication 
shall be conclusive proof that the rule or bye-law 
has been duly made. 


Continuation ot appoint'* 
'inent, notification orders, 
«tc.> issued under enactments 
repealed and re-enacted. 


24 * Where any Act of the Governor-General in Council or 
Regulation is, after the commencement 
of this Act, repealed and re-enacted with 
or without modification, then, unless it is 
otherwise expressly provided, any “ ap- 
pointment, notification ”f order, scheme, rule, form, or bye-law 
issued “made or”t under the repealed Act or Regulation, shall, so 
■far as it is not inconsistent with the provisions re-enacted, continue 
in force, and be deemed to have been issued “ made or ”t under 
the provisions so re-enacted, unless and until it is superseded by 
any “ appointment, notification "f order, scheme, rule, form, or 
bye-law issued under the provisions so re-enacted. 


Mhcellamous. 


25 . Section 63 to 70 of the Indian Penal Code, and the pro- 
Recovery of fines. visions of the Code of Criminal Proce- 

dure| for the time being in force m re- 
' lation to the issue and the execution of warrants for the levy of 
'fines, shall apply to all fines imposed under any Act, Regulation, 
rule, or bye-law, unless the Act, Regulation, rule, or bye-law contains 
an express provision to the contrary. 


26 . Where an act or omission constitutes an offence under 
two or more enactments, then the offender 
shall be liable to be prosecuted and 
punished under either or any of those 
shall not be liable to be punished twice for the 


Provision as to offences 
punishable under two or more 
" enactments. 

enactments, but 
same ofience.§ 

27.11 Where any 

Meaning' of service by post. 


Act of the Governor-General in Council or 
Regulation made after the commence^ 
ment of this Act authorizes or requires 


* Compare s. x8 of the Madras General Clauses Act (Mad. Act I. of 
*891), Similar provisions occur frequently in Indian Acts, see s. 3 

'-Of the Foreign Jurisdiction and Extradition Act (XXI. of 1879). 
t Inserted by Act 1. of 1903. 

t See now 3. 386 ei seg. of the Code 0! Criminal Procedure (Act V* of 
^898). 

i As to definition of offence see supra^ sub-s. (37). 

11 Compare s. 26 of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Yict., c, 63). 
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any document to be served by post, whether the expression “ serve, 
or either of the expressions “give” or “ send,” or any other expres- 
sion is used, then, unless a different intention appears, the service 
shall be deemed to be effected by properly addressing, pre-paying, 
and posting, by registered post, a letter containing the document,’ 
and, unless the contrary is proved, to have been effected at the time 
at which the letter would be delivered in the ordinary course of post. 


28.* (/) In any Act of the Governor-General in Council or 
.. c . . Regulation, and in any rule, bye-law, 

instrument, or document made under, or 
with reference to, any such Act or Regulation, any enactment may 
be cited by reference to the title or short title (if any) conferred 
thereon, or by refenbnce to the number and year thereof, and any 
provision in an enactment may be cited by reference to the section 
or sub- section of the enactment in which the provision is contained. 


( 3 ) In this Act and in any Act of the Governor-General in 
Council or Regulation made after the commencement of this Act, 
a description or citation of a portion of another enactment shall, 
unless a different intention appears, be construed as including the 
word, section, or other part mentioned or referred to as forming 
the beginning and as forming the end of the portion comprised in 
the description or citation. 


29.t The provisions of this Act respecting the construction of 
Saving for previous enact- Acts, Regulations, rules, or bye-laws- 
ments, rules, and bjre-laws. made after the commencement of this 
Act, shall not affect the construction of any Act, Regulation, rule, 
or bye-law made before the commencement of this Act, although 
the Act, Regulation, rule, or bye-law is continued or amended by 
an Act, Regulation, rule, or bye-law made after the commencement 
of this Act. 


THE SCHEDULE. 
[Ripeakd by Act L 0/ 1 go 3^1 


* Compare s. 35 of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet., c. 63). 
Short titles have been conferred on the unrepealed General Acts of the. 
Governor-General in Council which had previously no short titles. See the- 
Indian Short Titles Act (XIV. of 1897). 

t Compare s. 40 of the Interpretation Act, 1889 {52 & 53 Viet,, c. 63). 
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|THE 

GUARDIANS AND WARDS ACT i8qo 
(Act VIII. of 1890).'’ 

Received the G.-G.’s Assent on the 2Ist March 1890. 


An Aci to co7isolidalt and amend the Law relating to 
Guardian and Ward. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to guardian and ward ; It is hereby enacted as follows : 

CHAPTER 1 . 


Preliminary. 


Title, extent, and com- 
mencement. 


1 . (/) This Act may be called the 
Guardians and Wards Act, 1S90: 


(2) It extends to the whole of British India, inclusive off 
British Baluchistan ; and 

(j) It shall come into force on the first day of July 1890. 


- 2 . (/) 
Repeal. 


On and from that day. the enactments mentioned in 
the Schedule shall be repealed to the 
extent specified in the third column 
thereof. 


* For Statement of Objects and Reasons, sqq Gaseiic of Indta^ 1886, Pt. 
V., p. 77 ; for Report of the Select Committee, see 1890, Pt, V,, 

77 ; and for Debates in Council, see ibid^ 1886, Supplement, pp. 4x9 
666, and ibid^ 1890, Pt. VI., pp. 33 and 45. ^ / i. i.i. 

The Act has been declared in force in Upper Burma (except the 
Shan States) by the Burma Laws Act (XI 11 . of 1898)- 

The Act has been declared in force in the Santhal Parganas by 
fication under s. 3 of the Santhal Parganas Settlement Regulation (III. 
of 1872) as amended by Regulation III. of 1899, s. 3 ; and m Angul ana 
the Khondmals by Reg. 1 . of 1894, s. 3. ^ , 1 j i. • . • ' 

) It has been declared not to be in force in the Scheduled Distncts m 
Ganjam and Vizagapatam, by notification under s. 3 (6) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act (XIV. of 1874).— See Gasetie af India, 1898, Pt. I., p, 872. 

t The words, * ** Upper Burma and/’ have been omitted here, having 
■been repealed by the Fifth Schedule to the Burma Laws Act (XIII. of 
*1898). 
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(2) rj„, CACt Vllh 

obligation?^fmposed^' allowances 

aligned, imposed, and made n^der S' a’ H *™‘=4 

enactments shall, so far as may be“T"^ referring to any of those 

Act, or to the corresponding portion tLr?ol'''“^^ to refer to this 

C^f avinff of jurisdiction ^of ^ Sre or^CL^t ^^^ctment hereto- 

orLlen.enan..Governor in SSl • "an^r"!'.’ ‘'J' a Go™; 

be construed to affect, or in any wlv Act shall 

Court of Wards of fbe jurisdiction 
possessed by any High Court esTablth.H ‘^/^away any power 
25 Victoria, chapter 104 U„ Ir 4 and 

Judtcaiure in India)* ^ Act /or establishing High Courts 0/ 

Definitions. , this Act, unless t-hat^ 

o“f- "e tSe« 

the Indian Majority”Aa,'t875'f°s w be Provisions of 

tained his majority ; ® not to haye at- 

personifa^mino?orof“is"pro%n7'or o/bofh h® 

properly; ^ ^ 7i or or both his person and 

both, aeieTsa‘‘^Sn P^'ron or properly, or 

presston in the Cod^Sf CM Proc?d'uref®3nd'®”'? d° 

Court in dte eaeroise of its ordinary original “« 

(5) ‘ the Court means the District Pnnrf k • • . 

to entertain an application under this Act for ort?^ junsdictioi 
or declaring a person to be a guardian • and wharf ° appointing 
been appointed or deoiared in pursuance of a"f ^n^if apStio“ 
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it means the Court which appointed or declared the guardian, or, 
in any matter relating to the person of the ward, the District Court 
having jurisdiction in the place where the ward for the time being 
ordinarily resides : 

(6) “ Collector” means the chief officer in charge of the* 
■revenue-administration of a district,'-* and includes any officer whom 
the Local Government, by notification in the official Gazette, may, 
by name or in virtue of his office, appoint to be a Collector in any 
local area, or, with respect to any class of persons, for all or any 
of the purposes of this Act ; 

(7) “European British subject ” means an European British 
subject as defined in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898,! and 
includes any Christian of European descent ; and 

( 5 ) “ Prescribed ” means prescribed by rules made by the 
High Court under this Act. 

CHAPTER II. 

Appointment and Declaration of Guardians. 

5 . (/) Where a minor is an European British subject, a guar- 
Power of parents to ap- dian or guardians of his person or pro- 

point in case of European perty, or both, may be appointed, by will 
ritish subjects. Other instrument to take effect on 

the death of the person appointing, — 

(a) by the father of the minor, or, 

{b) if the father is dead or incapable of acting, by the 
mother. 

(2) Where guardians have been appointed under sub-section 
(/) by both parents, they shall act jointly. 

6. In the case of a minor who is not an European British 
Saving of power to appoint subject, nothing In this Act shall be 

in other cases. Construed to take away or derogate from 


* For appointments of Collectors under this sub-section in— - 

(r) the Presidency of Bombay, see the Bombay List of Local Rules* 
and Orders, Vol. I., EL 1896, p. cxliii. ; 

(2) the North Western Provinces and Oudh, see the N.-W. P. and 
Oudh List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1894, p. 148. 

T 3 - 3 (r) of the new Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V. of 
i8g8), according to which the original reference to the Code of 1882 has 
•been altered to that of 1898 . 
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any power to appoint a guardian of his person or property or both, ' 
which is valid by the law to which the minor is subject. 

Power of the Court to ’ 7 - (^) Where the Court is satisfied 

raake order as to guardian- that it is for the welfare of a minor that 

an order should be made — 

(a) appointing a guardian of his person or property or 
both, or, 

(d) declaring a person to be such a guardian, 
the Court may make an order accordingly. 

( 3 ) An order under this section shall imply the removal of 
any guardian who has not been appointed by will or other instru- 
ment, or appointed or declared by the Court. 

(j) Where a guardian has been appointed by will or other 
instrument, or appointed or declared by the Court, an order under 
this section appointing or declaring another person to be guardian 
in his stead shall not be made until the powers of the guardian 
appointed or declared as aforesaid have ceased under the provi- 
sions of this .Act. 

Persons entitled to apply An order shall not be made un- 

for order. der the last-foregoing section except on 

the application of — 

(fl) the person desirous of being, or claiming to be, the 
guardian of the minor, or 

(3) any relative or friend of the minor, or 

(c) the Collector of the district or other local area within 

which the minor ordinarily resides, or in which he 
has property, or 

(d) the Collector having authority with respect to the class to 

which the minor belongs. 

9. (/)lfthe application is with respect to the guardianship 
Court having jurisdiction of the person of the minor, it shall be 
to entertain application. made to the District Court having juris- 

diction in the place where the minor ordinarily resides. 

( 3 ) If the application is with respect to the guardianship of 
tfte property of the minor, it may be made either to the District 
Court having jurisdiction in the place where the minor ordinarily 
resides, or to a district Court having jurisdiction in a place where 
he has property. 
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( 5 ) If an application with respect to the guardianship of the 
property of a minor is made to a District Court other than that having- 
jurisdiction in the place where the minor ordinarily resides, the 
Court may return the application if, in its opinion, the application 
would be disposed of more justly or conveniently by any other 
District Court having jurisdiction. 


10. (/) If the application is not made by the Collector, it 
„ ^ shall be by petition signed and verified 

m manner prescribed by the Code of 
Civil Procedure* for the signing and verification of a plaint, and 
stating, so far as can be ascertained, — 

(a) the name, sex, religion, date of birth, and ordinary resi- 
dence of the minor ; 


(^) where the minor is a female, whether she is married, 
and, if so, the name and age of her husband ; 

(r) the nature, situation, and approximate value of the pro- 
perty, if any, of the minor ; 

{d) the name and residence of the person having the cus- 
tody or possession of the person or property of the 
minor ; 


{e) what near relations the minor has, and where they re- 
side; 

(/■) whether a guardian of the person or property, or both,, 
of the minor has been appointed by any person en- 
titled, or claiming to be entitled, by the law to which 
the minor is subject, to make sucn an appointment ; 


(g) whether an application has, at any time, been made tO’ 
the Court, or to any other Court with respect to the- 
guardianship of the person or property, or both, of 
the minor, and, if so, when, to what Court, and with 
what result; 

{h) whether the application is for the appointment or de- 
claration of a guardian of the person of the minor, 
or of his property, or of both ; 

( 1 ) where the application is to appoint a guardian, the quali- 
fications of the proposed guardian ; 


* Act V. of 1908. 
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(v) where the application is to declare a person to be a 
guardian, the grounds on which that person claims; 

(/t) the causes svhich have led to the making of the appli- 
cation; and 

(/) such other particulars, if any, as may be prescribed, or 
as the nature of the application, renders it necessary 
to state. 

(a) If the application is made by the Collector, it shall be 
by letter addressed to the Court, and forwarded by post, or in such 
other manner as may be found convenient, and shall state, as far 
as possible, the particulars mentioned in sub-section (/). 

(j) The application must be accompanied by a declaiation of 
the willingness of the proposed guardian to act, and the declaration 
must be signed by him, and attested by at least two witnesses, 

11. (/) If the Court is satisfied that there is ground for pro- 
Procedure on admission ot ceeding on the application, it shall fi.x a 
application. day for the hearing thereof, and cause 

notice of the application, and of the date fixed for the hearing, — 

(a) to be served in the manner directed in the Code of Civil 
Procedure,^ on — 

(i) the parents of the minor if they are residing in British 
India, 

the person, if any, named in the petition or letter as 
having the custody or possession of the person or 
property of the minor, 

the person proposed in the application or letter to be 
appointed or declared guardian, unless that person 
is himself the applicant, and 

any other person to whom, in the opinion of the 
Court, special notice of the application should be 
given ; and 

be posted on some conspicuous part of the Court- 
house, and of the residence of the minor, and other- 
wise published in such manner as the Court, subject 
to any rules made by the High Court under this 
Act, thinks fit. 


(iO 

(iii) 

(iv) 
(3) to 


* Act V. of 1908. 
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of 1890.] v.— — — 

( 2 ) The Local GovernDient may, by general or special order, 
require that, when any part of the property described in a petition 
under section 10 , sub-section (/), is land of 
Wards could assume the superintendence, the Court shall aiso 
cause a notice as aforesaid to be served on the Collector in whose 
district the minor ordinarily resides, and on every Collector m 
whose district any portion of the land is situate, and the Uoilec o 
may cause the notice to be published in any manner he deems nt. 

(?) No charge shall be made by the Court or the Collector 
for the service or publication of any notice served or pu is e 
under sub- section ( 2 ). 

12. (/) The Court may direct that the person, if any, having 

the custody of the minor, shall produce 
Power to make in- to be produced, at 

terlocutory order for pro- ‘ > , Kpfnrf. 

duction of minor and interim SUCh place and time, ■, 

protection of person and person as it appoints, and may maKe 
property. such order for the temporary custody 

and protection of the person or property of the minor as it thinks 
proper. 

( 2 ) If the minor is a female who ought not to be compelled to 
appear in public, the direction under sub-section (/) for the 
duction shall require her to be produced in accordance with the 
customs and manners of the country. 

(j) Nothing in this section shall authorize — 

(a) the Court to place a female minor in the temporary 
custody of a person claiming to be her guardian on 
the ground of his being her husband unless she is 
already in his custody with the consent of her 
parents, if any, or 

(^) any person, to whom the temporary custody and pro- 
tection of the property of a minor is entrusted, to 
dispossess, otherwise than by due course of law, any 
person in possession of any of the property. 

13. On the day fixed for the hearing of the application, or as 

' Hearing of evidence be- soon afterwards as may be, the Court 
S' fore making of order* shall hear such evidence as may ue 

^ adduced in support of, or in opposition to, the application. 

14. (/) If proceedings for the appointment or declaration of a 
/ Simultaneous proceedings guardian of a minor are taken in more 

in different Courts. Courts than One, each of those Courts 


-lO 


GUARDIANS AND WARDS. [ACt VIII. 


shall, on being apprised of the proceedings in the other Court or 
Courts, stay the proceedings before itself. 

( 2 ) If the Courts are both or all subordinate to the same High 
Court, they shall report the case to the High Court, and the High 
Court shall determine in which of the Courts the proceedings with 
respect to the appointment or declaration of a guardian of the 
minor shall be had. 

(j) In any other case in which proceedings are stayed under 
sub-section (/), the Courts shall report the case through the Local 
Government to the Governor-General in Council, and the Governor- 
General in Council shall determine in which of the Courts the pro- 
ceedings with respect to the appointment or declaration of a guardian 
of the minor shall be had. 


15. (/) If the law to which the minor is subject admits of 
Appointment or declara- h's having two Or more joint guardians 
tion of several guardians. of his person or property, or both, the 
Court may, if it thinks fit, appoint or declare them. 


( 2 ) On the death of a father being an European British 
subject, w’ho has, by will or other instrument to take effect on bis 
death, appointed a guardian of his minor child, the Court may 
appoint the mother to be guardian of the child jointly with the 
guardian appointed by the father. 


(j) On the death of a mother being an European British 
subject, who, during the incapacity of the father of her minor childi 
has, by will or other instrument to take effect on her death, 
appointed a guardian of the child, the Court may, if the father 
becomes capable of acting, appoint him to be sole guardian of ths 
child, or guardian of the child jointly with the guardian appointe 
by the mother, as it thinks fit. 

(^) Separate guardians may be appointed or declared of the 
person, and of the property, of a minor. 

(y) If a minor has several properties, the Court may, if*^ 
thinks fit, appoint or declare a separate guardian for any one 0 
more of the properties. 


16. If the Court appoints or declares a guardian 
. . . . , , property situate beyond the local 1 

X"Ty bf Us jilsdiction, ,he Cour> having ^ 
beyond jurisdiction of the diction in the place where Ine p » .j. 
Court. jg situate shall, on production of a ce 
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fied copy of the order appointing or declaring the guardian, accept 
him as duly appointed or declared, and give effect to the order, 

17 . (/) In appointing or declaring the guardian of a minor. 
Matters to be considered the Court shall subject to the provisions 

by the Court in appointing of this section, be guided by What, COU” 
guardian. . sistently with the law to which the minor 

is subject, appears, in the circumstances, to be for the welfare of 
the minor. 

(2) In considering what will be for the walfare of the minor, the 
Court shall have regard to the age, sex, and religion of the minor, 
the character and capacity of the proposed guardian, and his 
nearness of kin to the minor, the wishes, if any, of a deceased parent, 
and any existing or previous relations of the proposed guardian 
with the minor or his property. 

(j) If the minor is old enough to form an intelligent prefer- 
ence, the Court may consider that preference. 

(.jt) As between parents who are European British subjects 
adversely claiming the guardianship of the person, neither parent 
is entitled to it as of right, but other things being equal if the minor 
is a male of tender years or a female, the minor should be given to 
the mother, and, if the minor is a male of an age to require 
education and preparation for labour and business, then to the 
father. 

( 5 ) the Court shall not appoint or declare any person to be a 
guardinan against his will. 

18. Where a Collector is appointed or declared by the Court 
Appointment or declaration in virtue of his office to be guardian of 

ofColiectorin virtue of office, the person or property, or both, of a 
minor, the order appointing or declaring him shall be deemed to 
authorize and require the person for the time being holding the 
office to act as guardian of the minor with respect to his person or 
property, or both, as the case may be. 

19. Nothing in this chapter shall authorize the Court to 
Guardian not to be appoint- appoint or declare a guardian of the 

Court in certain property of a minor wnose property is 
under the superintendence of a Court 
of Wards, or to appoint or declare a guardian of the person — 

(a) of a minor who is a married female, and whose husband 
is not, in the opinion of the Court, unfit to be 
guardian of her person, or, 
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(^) subject to the provisions of this Act with respect to 
European British subjects, of a minor whose fether 
is living, and is not, in the opinion of the Court, 
unfit to be guardian of the person of the minor, or 

(f) of a minor whose property is under the superintendence 
of a Court of Wards competent to appoint a guardian 
of the person of the minor. 


CHAPTER in. 

Duties, Rights, and Liabilities of Guardians. 

General. 

20. (/) A guardian stands in a fiduciary relation to his ward, 
Fiduciary relation of guar- and save as provided by the will or 
dian to ward. Other instrument, if any, by which he 

was appointed, or by this Act, he must not make any profit out 
of his office. 

( 2 ) The fiduciary relation of a guardian to his ward extends 
to and affects purchases by the guardian of the property of the 
ward, and by the ward of the property of the guardian, immediately 
or soon after the ward has ceased to be a minor, and generally all 
transactions between them while the influence of the guardian still 
lasts or is recent. 


21. A minor is incompetent to act as guardian of any minor 
Capacity of minors to act except his own wife or child, or, where 

as guardians. he IS the managing member of an 

undivided Hindu family, the wife or child of another minor member 
of that family. 

22. (/) A guardian appointed or declared by the Court shall 
Remuneration of guar- be entitled to such allowance, if any, as 

dian. the Court thinks fit, for his care and 

pains in the execution of his duties. 

( 2 ) When an officer of the Government, as such officer, is so 
appointed or declared to be guardian, such fees shall be paid to the 
Government out of the property of the ward as the Local Govern- 
ment, by general or special order, directs. 


23. A Collector appointed or declared by the Court to be 

Control of Collector as guardian person or ptop^ty, 

guardian. both, of a minor shall, m all mai 
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connected with the guardianship of his ward, be subject to the 
control of the Local Government, or of such authority as that 
Government, by notification in the official Gazette,* appoints in 
this behalf. 

Guardian of iht Person. 

24. A guardian of the person of a ward is charged with the 
Duties of ifuurdian of the custody of the ward, and must look to 
person. his Support, health, and education, 

and such other matters as the law to which the ward is subject 
requires. 

25 (r) If a ward leaves or is removed from the custody of a 
Title of guardinn to cus* guardian of his person, the Court, if it 
• tody of ward. is of opinion that it will be for the 

welfare of the ward to return to the custody of his guardian, may 
make an order for his return, and, for the purpose of enforcing the 
order, may cause the ward to be arrested and to be delivered into 
the custody of the guardian. 

(2) For the purpose of arresting the ward, the Court may 
exercise the power confer red on a Magistrate of the first class by 
section 100 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, iSQS.f 

(y) The residence of a ward against the will of his guardian 
with a person who is not his guardian does not of itself terminate 
the guardianship. 

28 . (/) A guardian of the person appointed or declared by 
Rcniovul of ward froin the Court, unless he is the Collector, or 
jurisdiction. is a guardian appointed by will or other 

instrument, shall not, without the leave of the Court by which he 
was appointed or declared, remove the ward from the limits of its 
jurisdiction, except for such purposes as may be prescribed. 

(2) The leave granted, by the Court under sub-section (/) may 
be special or general, and may be defined by the order granting it. 


* For notifications appointing authorities to whose control Collectors 
appointed under the Act shall be subject in — 

(/) the Presidency of Bombay, see the Bombay List of Local Rules 
and Orders, Vol. L, Ed. 1896, p. 542 ; 

(2) theN.-W. P. and Oudh, seethe N.-W. P.^ and Oudh List of 
Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1S94, p. 148. 
t See s. 3 (r) of the new Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V. of 1898), 
according to which the original reference to the Code of 1882 has been 

altered to that of 189S. 
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Guardian of Froperiy, 

27. .“V guardian of the property of a ward is bound to deal 
Duties of guardian of pro- therewith as carefully as a man of 

perty- ordinary prudence would deal with it if 

it were his own, and, subject to tiie provisions of this chapter, he 
may do all acts svhich arc reasonable and proper for the realisation, 
protection, or benefit of the pi operty, 

28. Where a guardian has been appointed by will or other 
Powers of testamentary instrument, his power to mortgage or 

guardian. Charge, or transfer by sale, gift, ex- 

change, or otherwise, immoveable property belonging to his ward, 
is subject to any restriction which may be imposed by the instru- 
ment, unless he lias, under this Act, been declared guardian, and 
the Court which made the declaration permits him, by an order in 
writing, notwithstanding the restriction, to dispose of any immoveable 
property specified in tlie order in a manner permitted by the order. 

29. Where a person other than a Collector, or than a guar- 
Limitation of powers of dian appointed by will or other instru- 

guardian of property appoint- ment, has been appointed or declared 
ed or declared by the Court. guardian of the pro- 

perty of a ward, he shall not, without the previous permission of 
the Court, — 

(a) mortgage or charge, or transfer by sale, gift, exchange, 
or otherwise, any part of the immoveable property 
of his ward, or 

(<5) lease any part of that property for a term exceeding 
five years, or for any term extending more than 
one year beyond the date on which the ward will 
cease to be a minor. 

30. A disposal of immoveable property by a guardian in 
Voidability of transfers contravention of either of the two last- 

made in contravention of sec- foregoing sections is voidable at taj 
tion 2S or section 29. instance of any other person affected 

thereby, 

31. (/) Permission to the guardian to do any of the acts 
Practice with respect to mentioned in section 29 shall not ^ 

permitting transfers under granted by the Coutt except m case ui 
section 29. necessity, or for an evident advantage 

to the ward. 
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(2) The order granting the permission shall recite the necessity 
or advantage, as the case may be, describe the property with respect 
to which the act permitted is to be done, and specify such condi- 
tions, if any, as the Court may see fit to attach to the permission ; 
and it shall be recorded, dated, and signed by the Judge of the 
Court with his own hand, or, when, from any cause, he is prevented 
from recording the order with his own hand, shall be taken down 
in writing from his dictation, and be dated and signed by him. 

(y) The Court may, in its discretion, attach to the permission 
the following among other conditions, namely — 

(a) that a sale shall not be completed without the sanction 
of the Court ; 

(i>) that a sale shall be made to the highest bidder by public 
auction before the Court or some person specially 
appointed by the Court for that purpose, at a time 
and place to be specified by the Court, after such 
proclamation of the intended sale as the Court, subject 
to any rules made under this Act by the High Court, 
directs ; 

(c) that a lease shall not be made in consideration of a 
premium, or shall be made for such term of years, 
and subject to such rents and covenants, as the Court 
directs ; 

that the whole or any part of the proceeds of the act 
permitted shall be paid into the Court by the 
guardian, to be disbursed therefrom, or to be invest- 
ed by the Court on prescribed securities, or to be 
otherwise disposed of as the Court directs. 

(./) Before granting permission to a guardian to do an act 
mentioned in section 29, the Court may cause notice of the appli- 
cation for the permission to be given to any relative or friend of the 
ward who should, in its opinion, receive notice thereof, and shall 
hear and record the statement of any person who appears in opposi- 
tion to the application. 

32 . Where a guardian of the property of a ward has been 
Variation of powers of appointed or declared by the Court, and 
guardian of property appoint- such guardian ts not the Collector, the 
cd or declared by the Court. Court may, from time to time, by order, 
define, restrict, or extend his powers with respect to the propertyof 
hte ward in such manner, and to such extent, as it may consider to 
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Guardian of Property , 

27* A guardian of the property of a ward is bound to deal 
Duties of guardian of pro- therewith as carefully as a man of 
perty. ordinary prudence would deal with it if 

it were his own, and, subject to the provisions of this chapter, he 
may do all acts which are reasonable and proper for the realisation, 
protection, or benefit of the pioperty. 

28. Where a guardian has been appointed by will or other 
Powers of testamentary instrument, his power to mortgage or 

guardian, charge, or transfer by sale, gift, ex- 

change, or otherwise, immoveable property belonging to his ward, 
is subject to any restriction which may be imposed by the instru- 
ment, unless he has, under this Act, been declared guardian, and 
the Court which made the declaration permits him, by an order in 
writing, notwithstanding the restriction, to dispose of any immoveable 
property specified in the order in a manner permitted by the order. 

29. Where a person other than a Collector, or than a guar- 
Liraitation of powers of dian appointed by will or other instru- 

guardian of property appoint- ment, has been appointed or declared 
ed or declared by the Court. jjjg Court to be guardian of the pro- 

perty of a ward, he shall not, without the previous permission of 
the Court, — 

(a) mortgage or charge, or transfer by sale, gift, exchange, 
or otherwise, any part of the immoveable property 
of his ward, or 

(5) lease any part of that property for a term exceeding 
five years, or for any term extending more than 
one year beyond the date on which the ward win 
cease to be a minor. 

30. A disposal of immoveable property by a guardian m 
Voidability of transfers contravention of either of the two last- 

made in contravention of sec- foregoing sections is voidable at tne 
tion 28 or section 29. instance of any other person affected 

thereby. 

31. (/) Permission to the guardian to do any of the acts 
Practice with respect to mentioned in section 39 shall not ^ 

permitting^ transfers under granted by the Court except in case 
section 29. necessity, .or for ' an evident advantage 

to the ward. 
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(2) The order granting the permission shall recite the necessity 
or advantage, as the case may be, describe the property with respect 
to which the act permitted is to be done, and specify such condi* 
lions, if any, as the Court may see fit to attach to the permission ,* 
and it shall be recorded, dated, and signed by the Judge of the 
Court with his own hand, or, when, from any cause, he is prevented 
from recording the order with his own hand, shall be taken down 
in writing from his dictation, and be dated and signed by him. 

(j) The Court may, in its discretion, attach to the permission 
the following among other conditions, namely — 

{a) that a sale shall not be completed without the sanction 
of the Court ; 

{b) that a sale shall be made to the highest bidder by public 
auction before the Court or some person specially 
appointed by the Court for that purpose, at a time 
and place to be specified by the Court, after such 
proclamation of the intended sale as the Court, subject 
to any rules made under this Act by the High Court, 
directs : 

(c) that a lease shall not be made in consideration of a 
premium, or shall be made for such term of years, 
and subject to such rents and covenants, as the Court 
directs ; 

(_d) that the whole or any part of the proceeds of the act 
permitted shall be paid into the Court by the 
guardian, to be disbursed therefrom, or to be invest- 
ed by the Court on prescribed securities, or to be 
otherwise disposed of as the Court directs. 


(4) Before granting permission to a guardian to do an act 
memioned in section 29, the Court may cause notice of the aoDli 
cation for the permission to be given to any relative or friend of rim 
ward who should, m its opinion, receive notice thereof, and shall 


32 . Where a guardian of the property of a ward has bee 
-h guardian i “^o^. 

■i=«ae restrict, or extend WsTow”T;,uresp«,'?„'r'' 0'“- 
>»= ward in such manner, and to such exteht. % i, “ 
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be for the advantage of the ward and consistent with the law to 
which the ward is subject. 

33. (/) A guardian appointed or declared by the Court may 
, apply by petition to the Court which ap- 

'to^’appfy Pointed or declared him for its opinion, 
to the Court for opinion in advice, or direction on any present ques- 
mariageinent of property of {[qh respecting the management or ad- 
' ministration of the property of his ward. 

( 5 ) If the Court considers the question to be proper for 
summary disposal, it shall cause a copy of the petition to be served 
on, and the hearing thereof may be attended by, such of the persons 
inicrested in the application as the Court thinks fit. 

(j) The guardian, stating in good faith the facts in the petition, 
and acting upon the opinion, advice, or direction given by the Court, 
shall be deemed, so far as regards his own responsibility, to have 
performed his duty as guardian in the subject-matter of the appli- 
cation. 

Obligations on guardian of 34. Where a guardian of the pro- 

property appointed or de- perty of a ward has been appointed or 
dared by the Court. declared by the Court, and such guardian 

is not the Collector, he shall, — 

(a) if so required by the Court, give a’bond, as nearly as 
may be, in the prescribed form, to the Judge of the 
Court to enure for the benefit of the Judge for the 
time being, with or without sureties, as may be pres- 
cribed, engaging duly to account for what he may 
receive in respect of the property of the ward; 

(5) if so required by the Court, deliver to the Court, within 
six months from the date of his appointment or de- 
claration by the Court, or within such other lime as \ 
• ‘ the Court directs, a statement of the immoveable 

property belonging to the ward, of the money and 
other moveable property which he has received on 
behalf of the ward up to the date of delivering the 
statement, and of the debts due on that date to or 
from the ward ; 

- (<r) if so required by the Court, exhibit his accounts m the 

Court at such times, and in such form, as the Court 
from time to time directs ; 
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(d) if so required by the Court, pay into the Court, at such 
time as the Court directs, the balance due from him 
on those accounts, or so much thereof as the Court 
directs ; and 

(tf) apply, for the maintenance, education, and advancement 
of the ward, and of such persons as are dependent on 
him, and for the celebration of ceremonies to which 
the ward or any of those persons may be a party, 
such portion of the income of the property of the 
ward as the Court from time to lime directs, and, if 
the Court so directs, the whole or any part of that 
properly. 

35. Where a guardian appointed or declared by the Court has 
Suit against guardian given a bond duly to account for what 

where administration-bond he may receive in respect of the property 
was taken. jjjg ^^rd, the Court may, on applica- 

tion made by, petition, and, on being satisfied that the engagement 
of the bond has not been kept, and upon such terms as to security, 
or providing that any money received be paid into the Court, or 
otherwise as the Court thinks fit, assign the bond to some proper 
person, who shall thereupon be entitled to sue on the bond in his 
own name as if the bond had been originally given to him instead 
of to the.Judge of the Court, and shall be entitled to recover thereon, 
as trustee for the ward, in respect of any breach thereof. 

36. (r) Where a guardian appointed or declared by the Court 
Suit against guardian has not given a bond as aforesaid, any 

where administration-bond person, with the leave of the Court, may, 
was not taken. friend, at any time during the 

continuance of the minority of the ward, and upon such terms as 
aforesaid, institute a suit against the guardian, or, in case of his death, 
against his representative, for an account of what the guardian has 
received in respect of the property of the ward, and may recover in 
the suit, as trustee for the ward, such amount as may be found to be 
payable by the guardian or his representative, as the case may be. 

( 5 ) The provisions of sub-section (r) shall, so far as they relate 
to a suit against a guardian, be subject to the provisions of section 
440 ^ of the Code of Civil Procedure as amended by this Act. 


’‘ That is, s. 440 of Act XIV. of 1882. But see now the corresponding 
provisions contained in rr. i and 4 (2) of O. XXXII. of Act V, of 1908 
(the new Code entirely repealing that of 1883), 


Act VUI., 1890,-2. 




i8 


GUARDIANS AND WARDS, 


[AcfcVin. 


37. Nothing in either of the two last-foregoing sections shall 
General liability o£ guard- construed to d'^prive a ward or his 
ian as trustee. representative of atry remedy against his 

guardian, or the representative of the guardian, wbicn not being 
expressly provided in either of those sections, any other beneficiary 
or his representative would have against his trustee or the representa- 
tive of the trustee. 


Tervixnalion of Guardianship . 

38. On the death of one of two or more joint guardians, the 
Right of survivorship among guardianship continues to the survivor 
joint guardians. or survivors until a further appointment 

is made by the Court. 


may, on the application of any person in- 
terested, or of its own motion, removes 
guardian appointed or declared by the 
Court, or a guardian appointed by will or other instrument, for any 
of the following causes, namely — 


39. The Court 

Removal of guardian. 


(u) for abuse of his trust ; 


(^) for continued failure to perform the duties of his trust; 


(c) for incapacity to perform the duties of his trust ; 

{d) for ill-treatment, or neglect to take proper care, of his 
ward ; 

((?) for contumacious disregard of any provision of this Act, 
or of any order of the Court; 

(/) for conviction of an offence implying, in the opinion of 
the Court, a defect of character which unfits him 1° 
be the guardian of his ward ; 

{g) for having an interest adverse to the faithful perform- 
ance of his duties; 

ih) for ceasing to reside within the local limits of the juris- 
diction of the Court ; 

(i") in the case of a guardian of the property, for bankruptcy 
or insolvency ; 

(/) by reason of the guardianship of the guardian ceasing* 
or being liable to cease, under the law to which h 
minor is subject : 



of 1890.] 


GUARDIANS AND WARDS. 


19 


Provided that a guardian appointed by will or other instru- 
ment, whether he has been declared under this Act or not, shall 
not be removed, — 


(a) for the cause mentioned in clause (^), unless the adverse 
interest accrued after the death of the person who 
appointed him, or it is shown that that person made 
and maintained the appointment in ignorance of the 
existence of the adverse interest, or, 

( 5 ) for the cause mentioned in clause (A), unless such 
guardian has taken up such a residence as, in the 
opinion of the Court, renders it impracticable for 
him to discharge the functions of guardian. 


40. (/) If a guardian appointed or declared by the Court 

desires to resign his office, he may apply 
to the Court to be discharged. 


Discharge of guardian. 


(5) If the Court finds that there is sufficient reason for the 
application, it shall discharge him, and, if the guardian making 
the application is the Collector, and the Local Government 
approves of his applying to be discharged, the Court shall in any 
case discharge him. 

Cessation of authority of 41 . (/) The powers of a guardian 

guardian. of the person cease — 

(a) by his death, removal, or discharge ; 

(i) by the Court of Wards assuming superintendence of the 
person of the ward ; 

(c) by the ward ceasing to be a minor ; 

in the case of a female ward, by her marriage to a hus- 
band who is not unfit to be guardian of her person, 
or, if the guardian was appointed or declared by 
the Court, by her marriage to a husband who is not, 
in the opinion of the Court, so unfit ; or, 

(e) in the case of a ward whose father was unfit to be 
guardian of the person of the ward, by the father 
ceasing to be so, or, if the father was deemed by the 
Court CO be so unfit, by his ceasing to be so in the 
opinion of the Court. 

. (2) The powers of a guardian of the property cease — 

(a) by his death, removal, or discharge; 
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. (^) by the Court of Wards assuming superintendence of 
the property of the ward ; or 

(c) by the ward ceasing to be a minor. 

(j) When, for any cause, the powers of a guardian cease, the 
Court may require him, or, if he is dead, his representative, to 
deliver, as it directs, any property in his possession or control 
belonging to the ward, or any accounts in his possession or control 
relating to any past or present property of the ward. 

(^) When he has delivered the property or accounts as 
requited by the Court, the Court may declare him to be dis- 
charged from his liabilities save as regards any fraud which may 
subsequently be discovered. 

42. When a guardian appointed or declared by the Court is 
Appointment of successor discharged, or, under the law to which 
to guardian dead, discharg- the ward is Subject, ceases to be entitled 
ed, or removed. to act, or when any such guardian or a 

guardian appointed by will or other instrument is removed or dies, 
the Court, of its own motion, or on application under Chapter II., 
may, if the ward is still a minor, appoint or declare another 
guardian of his person or property, or both, as the case may be. 


CHAPTER IV, 

Supplemental Provisions. 

43. (/) The Court may, on the application of any persoa 
^ interested, or of its own motion, make 

du?^ of prlceedfngf of^gul^^ an order regulating the conduct or pro- 
dians, and enforcement of ceedings of any guardian appointed or 
those orders. declared by the Court. 

( 2 ) Where there are more guardians than one of a ward, and 
they are unable to agree upon a question affecting his welfare, any 
of them may apply to the Court for its direction, and the Court 
may make such order respecting the matter in difference as it 
thinks fit. 

(j) Escept where it appears that the object of making an 
order under sub-section (r) or sub-section ( 2 ) would be defeated 
by the delay, the Court shall, before making the order, direct 
notice of the application therefor, or of the intention of the Court 
to make it, as the case may be, to be given, in a case under su - 


I 
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section (/), to the guardian, or, in a case under sub*section (a), to 
the guardian who has not made the application. 

(^) In case of disobedience to an order made under sub-sec- 
tion (/) or sub-section (2), the order may be enforced in the same 
manner as an injunction granted under section 492* or section 493* 
of the Code of Civil Procedure in a case under sub-section (/), 
as if the ward were the plaintiff, and the guardian were the defen- 
dant, or, in a case under sub-section (a), as if the guardian who 
made the application were the plaintiff, and the other guardian 
were the defendant. 

(j) Except in a case under sub-section (a), nothing in this 
section shall apply to a Collector who is, as such, a guardian. 

* 14 . If, for the purpose or with the effect of preventing the 
Penalty for removal of Court from exercising its authority with 
ward from jurisdiction. respect to a ward, a guardian appointed 

or declared by the Court removes the ward from the limits of the 
jurisdiction of the Court in contravention of the provisions of sec- 
tion 26, he shall be liable, by order of the Court, to fine not exceed- 
ing one thousand rupees, or to imprisonment in the civil jail for a 
term which may extend to six months. 

Penalty for contumacy. 45 . (/) In the following caseS, 

namely — 

(o) if a person having the custody of a minor fails to pro- 
duce him or cause him to be produced in com- 
pliance with a direction under section 12, sub-section 
(/), or to do his utmost to compel the minor to 
return to the custody of his guardian in obedience 
to an order under section 25, sub-section (/), or 

(^) if a guardian appointed or declared by the Court fails 
to deliver to the Court, within the time allowed by 
or under clause ( 3 ) of section 34, a statement re- 
quired under that clause, or to exhibit accounts in 
< compliance with a requisition under clause (c) of 
that section, or to pay into the Court the balance due 
from him on those accounts in compliance with a 
requisition under clause (d) of that section, or 


* Instead of these sections of Act XIV. of 1882, see noiu rr. r and a 
rcspctively, of O. XXXIX. of Act V. of 1908 (the Code now in operation) 
whereby the Old Code (the Act first-mentioned) has been repealed in toto. * 
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(c) if a person who has ceased to be a guardian, or the 
representative of such a person, fails to deliver any 
property or accounts in compliance with a requisition 
under section 41, sub-section (j), 

the person, guardian, or representative, as the case may be, shall be 
liable, by order of the Court, to fine not exceeding one hundred 
rupees, and, in case of recusancy, to further fine not exceeding ten 
rupees for each day after the first during which the default con- 
tinues, and not exceeding five hundred rupees in the aggregate, and 
to detention In the civil jail until he undertakes to produce the 
minor, or cause him to be produced, or to compel his return, 
or to deliver the statement, or to exhibit the accounts, or to pay 
the balance, or to deliver the property or accounts, as the case may 
be. 

(a) If a person who has been released from detention on 
giving an undertaking under sub-section (/) fails to carry out the 
undertaking within the time allowed by the Court, the Court may 
cause him to be arrested and recommitted to the civil jail. 

46 . (/) The Court may call upon the Collector, or upon any 
Reports by Collectors and Court subordinate to the Court, for a 
subordinate Courts. report on any matter arising in any pro- 

ceeding under this Act, and treat the report as evidence. 

(2) For the purpose of preparing the report, the Collector or 
the Judge of the subordinate Court, as the case may be, shall make 
such enquiry as he deems necessary, and may, for the purposes of 
the enquiry, exercise any power of compelling the attendance of a 
witness to give evidence, or produce a document, which is conferred 
on a Court by the Code of Civil Procedure.*^ 

47. An appeal shall lie to the High 
Orders appealable. Court from an order made by a District 

Court, — 

(a) under section 7, appointing or declaring, or refusing 

to appoint or declare, a guardian ; or, 

(b) under section 9, sub-section (j), returning an application; 

or, 

(c) under section 25, making, or refusing to make, an order 

for the return of a ward to the custody of his guardian ; 

or. 


* Act V. ’of igoS. 
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{d) under section 26, refusing leave for the removal of a 
ward from the limits of the jurisdiction of the Court, 
or imposing conditions with respect thereto ; or, 

((f) under section 28 or section 29, refusing permission to a 
guardian to do an act reterred to in the section ; or 

(/) under section 33, defining, restricting, or extending the 
powers of a guardian ; or, 

(^) under section 39, removing a guardian ; or, 

{h) under section 40, refusing to discharge a guardian ; or 

(j) under section 43, regulating the conduct or proceedings 
of a guardian, or settling a matter in difference 
between joint guardians, or enforcing the order ; or, 

(y) under section 44 or section 45, imposing a penalty. 


48 . Save as provided by the last-foregoing section, and by 
, section 622* of the Code of Civil Proce- 

ina icy o o er or ers. dure, an order made under this Act shall 

be final, and shall not be liable to be contested by suit or otherwise. 


49 . The costs of any proceeding under this Act, including 

the costs of maintaining a guardian or 
other person in the civil jail, shall, 
subject to any rules made by the High Court under this Act, be 
in tne discretion of the Court in which the proceeding is had. 

50 . (/) In addition to any other power to make rules confer- 
Power of High Court to red expressly or impliedly by this Act, 

make rules. the High Court may, from time to time, 

make rules consistent with this Act — 

(a) as to the matters respecting which, and the time at 
which, reports should be called for from Collectors 
and subordinate Cours; 

as to the allowances to be granted to, and the security 
to be required from, guardians, and the cases in 
which such allowances should be granted; 

(r) as to the procedure to be followed with respect to appli- 
cations of guardians for permission to do acts referred 
to in sections 28 and 29 ; 


* S. 622 of Act XIV. of 1882. But see »ow the corresponding section 
or part in Act V. of 1908 (the new Code now in force), 
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(d) as to the circumstances in which such requisitions as are 
mentioned in clauses (a), (^), (c), and (d) of section 
34 should be made, 

(tf) as to the preservation of statements and accounts delivered 
and exhibited by guardians ; 

(/) as to the inspection of those statements and accounts by 
persons interested ; 

(o) as to the custody of money and securities for money 
belonging to wards 

(/;) as to the securities on which money belonging to wards 
may be invested ; 

(0 as to the education of wards for whom guardians, not 
being Collectors, have been appointed or declared by 
the Court ; and, 

(/) generally, for the guidance of the Courts in carrying on 
the purposes of this Act. 

(a) Rules under clauses (a) and (r) of sub-section (/) shall 
not have effect until they have been approved by the Local Govern- 
ment, nor shall any rule under this section have effect until it has 
been published in the official Gazette, 



51 . A guardian appointed 'by, or holding a certificate of 
Applicability of Act to guar- administration from, a Civil Court under 

dians already appointed by any enactment repealed by this Act shall, 

save as may be prescribed, be subject to 
the provisions of this Act, and of the rules made under it as if he 
had been appointed or declared by the Court under Chapter II. 

52 . In section 3 of the Indian Majority Act, 1875,* for the 
Amendment of Indian Ma- words, ‘'every minor of whose person or 

jority Act. property a guardian has been or shall be 

appointed by any Court of Juistice, and every minor under the 
jurisdiction of any Court of Wards, ” the following shall be sub- 
stituted, namely : — 

“ every minor of whose person or property, or both, a 
other than a guardian for a suit within the meaning of Chap 


* Act IX. of 1875. 
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XXXI.* of the Code of Civil Procedure, has been or shall be 
appointed or declared by any Court of Justice before the minor has 
attained the age of eighteen years, and every minor of whose proper- 
ty the superintendence has been or shall be assumed by any Court 
of Wards before the minor has attained that age.” 

53 . Amendment oj Chapter XXXI. of the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure. \^liepealed by Act V. 0/ tgoS.] 

• Instead of Ch. XXXI. of Act XI V. of 18S2 (the old Code «oct repeal- 
ed in toto), see n<na the corresponding portion of Act V. of igo 3 (the new 
Code now repealing the Act first mentioned). 


Act VIII. 1890—3. 
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THE SCHEDULE: 

ENACrilKNTS KEPEiVLED 


{Sii! SiClion 2). 


Number and year. 

Title or tmbject. 

Extent of repeal. 

A^/s 0/ thi Govifnor^Qencral in Council, 

XIV. of 1858 

Minors (Madras) 

The whole. 

XL. of »S5S 

Minors (Bengal) 

So much as has not been re- 
pealed. 

IX. of i86i 

Minors ... ... 

The whole. 

XX. of 1864 

Minors (Bombay). ... 

The whole. 

XIV. of 1869 

VII. of JS70 

IV. of 1872 

Bombay Civil Courts ’ 
Act, 1869. ! 

: Court Fees Act, 1870. 

[ 

Punjab Laws Act, 
1S72, 

1 

So much of the last paragraph 
of section l6 as has not been 
repealed. 

Section 19H and article 10 ot 
Schedule I. 

So far as it relates to Act XL. 
of 1858. 

XIX. of 1873* - 
\ 

i North-Western Pro- j 
vinces Land-Reve- 
nue Act, 1S73, 

Section 258, 

XIII. of 1874 

European British 

Minors Act, 1874. 

The whole. 

XV. of 1874 

Laws Local Extent 
Act, 1874. 

1 

So far as it relates to any en- 
actment repealed by this .A.ct. 

XX. of 187s ... 

XVIIl.ofiSyS ... 

XIll. of 1879 ... 

Central Provinces 

Laws Act, 1875. 

; Oudh Laws Act, 
1876. 

[ Oudh Civil Courts 
Act, 1879. 

So far as it relates to Act XL. 
of 1S58. 

So far as it relates to Act XL. 
of 1858. 

Clause (I) of section 25 
to proceedings under Ac 
XL. of 1858 and iX.of i86i. 

" .ju’w-wrp. 


•* The whole of Act XIX. of 1873 haa now been repealed by N.-W. P- 
Act III. of 1901. 
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THE SCHEDULE— (w;/jn«<;40 *• 


Enactments repealed — {coniinued)^ 


Number aad year. 

Title or subject. 

Extent of repeal* 

Acts of the Governor-General in 

; Council — (coiitcl.). 

XIV. of 1882=* ... 

Code of Civil Proce- 
dure, 1882. 

The second paragraph of sec- 
tion 443. 

XVIIl. of 1884 ... 

Punjab Courts Act, 
1884. 

So much of section 29 as has 
not been repealed. 

XII. of 1887 

Bengal, North-West- ! 
ern Provinces, and j 
Assam Civil Courts 
Act, 1887. 

Clause ( 5 ) of section 23, sub- 
section (2), 


Madras Regulations. 

V. of 1804 

j 

Court of Wards 

Section 20, and so much of 
sections 2x and 22 as relates 
to persons and property of 
minors not subject to the 
superintendence of the Court 
of Wards, 

X. of 1831 

Minors* Estates 

Section 3, 

Regulation under the' Statute jj 

Victoria, Chapter 3. 

IX. of 1874 

Arakan Hill District 
Laws. 

So far as it relates to Acts 
XL. of 1858 and IX. of i86t 


* The whole Act has since been repealed and replaced by Act V. of 
1908 (the Code of Civil Procedure now in force). 






ACT XV. OF 1856 .* 

The Hiadu Widows’ lia-marrlage Act, 1856. 

Received the G.-G/s Assent on the 35TH July 1856. 

An Act to remove all legal obstacles to the marriage of Hittdte 

Widows. 

Whereas it is known that, by the law as administered in the 
Preamble Civil Courts established in the territories 

in the possession and under the Govern^- 
ment of the East India Company, Hindu widows, with certain 
exceptions, are held to be, by reason of their having been once 


^ This is the short title given to this Act by the Indian Short Titles 
Act (XIV. of 1897), 

This Act has been declared to be in force in— 

(1) the whole of British India, except as regards the Scheduled 

Districts, by the Laws Local Extent Act (XV. of 1874), s. 3 ; 

(2) the Santhal Parganas, by the Santhal Parganas Settlement Re- 

gulation (III. of 1B72), s. 3, as amended by the Santhal 
Parganas Laws Regulation (III, of 1886) : 

(3) the Arakan Hill District, by the Arakan Hill District Laws 

Regulation (IX. of 1874) : 

{4) Angul and the Khondmals, by the Angul District Regulation (I. 
of 1894). 

It has been declared, by notification under s, 3 (a) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following Scheduled 
Districts, namely : — 

(1) Sindh (see Gaseite of India ^ 1S80, Pt. L, p. 672) : 

(2) West Jalpaiguri (see Gazette of India ^ i88i, Pt. L. p. 74) : 

(3) The Districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Mahbhum, and 

Pargana Dhalbhura, and the Kolhan in the District o£ 
Singbhum (see Gazette of India ^ i88i, Pt, L, p. S04*) 

(4) Kumaon and Garhwal (see Gazette of India ^ ^876, Pc. L, p. ^05.) 

(5) The Scheduled portion of the Mirzapur District (see Gazette 

of India, 1879, Pt. L, p.‘383) • 

(o) Jaunsar Bawar (see Gazette of India, 1879, Pt. I. p. 382) : 

(7) The Districts of Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismail 

Khan and Dera Ghazi Khan (see Gazette of India, i885| Pt. 
L, p. 48) : 

(8) District of Lahaul (see Gazette of India, 1886, Pt. L, p. 301) s 

(9) The Scheduled Districts of the Central Provinces (see Gapeiie 

of India, 1879, Pt- U p. 770 5 

(10) Coorg (see Gazette of India, 1878, Pt I., p. 747) ; 

2,000-^4.7.1912. Act XV., 1856.-1. 
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married, incapable of contracting a second valid marriage, and 
Ibe offspring of such widows by any second marriage are Held to 
be illegUimate and incapable of inheriting property ; and whereas 
many Hindus believe that this imputed legal incapacity, although 
it is in accordance %vith established custom, is not in accordance 
with a true interpretation of the precepts of their religion, and 
desire that the civil law administered by the Courts of Justice shall 
no longer prevent those Hindus who may be so minded from 
adopting a different custom, in accordance with the dictates of 
their own conscience ; and whereas it is just to relieve all such 
Hindus from this legal incapacity of which they complain ; and 
the removal of all legal obstacles to the marriage of Hindu widows 
will tend to the promotion of good morals and to the public 
welfare ; It is enacted as follows : — 

1 . No marriage contracted between Hindus shall be invalid. 
Marriage of Hindu widows ^nd the issue of no such marriage shall 

tegaiized. be illegitimate, by reason of the woman 

having been previously married or betrothed to another person who 
was dead at tiie time of such marriage, any custom and any inter- 
pretation of Hindu law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

2. All rights and interests which any vvidow may have in her 
Rights of widow in de- deceased husband’s property by way of 

ceased husband’s property maintenance, or by inheritance to her 
to cease on er re-marriage. husband or to his lineal successors, or 

by virtue of any will or testamentary disposition conferring 


(11) The District of Siihat (see Gazette of India, iSjg, Pt. I., P* 

630 : . , ,1. 

(12) The District of Kamrup, Naugong* Darrang^ Sibsagar, LaKn* 

impur, Goal para (excluding the Eastern Dvars)^ and Cachar 
(excluding the North Cachar Hills) (see Gazette of India^ 


(13) 


(14) 


1878, Pt. L, p. 533) : 

The Garo Hills* the Khasi and Jaintia Hills* the Naga 
the North Cachar Hills in the Cachar District, and the 
Eastern Dvars in the Goal para District (see Gazette of India^ 
1897, Pt. I., p. 299) : . 

The Porahat Estate in the Singbhum District (see Gazette oj 
India^ 1897, Pt, L, p. 1059) : , j 

It has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of the last mentione 
Act, to the following Scheduled Districts namely ; — 

(1) The Tarai District (see Gazette of India ^ 1876, Pt. I., P; 

(2) The Andaman and Nicobar Islands (see Gazette of Indian loo , 

Pt. I,, p, 148) : ' 

As to the effect of unchastity in the case of a widow who has on 
inherited, see 13 B. L. R., i. 


of X856.] 


HINDU widows’ re-marriage. 


her, without express permission to re- marry, only a limited interest 
in such property, with no power o£ alienating the same, shall, upon 
her le-marriage, cease and determine as if she had then died;* and 
the next heirs of her deceased husband, or other persons entitled to 
the property on her death, shall thereupon succeed to the same. 

3 . On the re-marriage of a Hindu widow, if neither the widow 
Guardianship of children ^or any Other person has been expressly 

of dece^ed husband on the constituted , by the will or testamentary 
re-marriage of his widow. disposition of the deceased husband, the 
.guardian of his children, the father or paternal grandfather, or 
the mother or paternal grandmother, of the deceased husband, or 
any male relative of the deceased husband, may petition the 
highest Court, having original jurisdiction in civil cases in the 
place where the deceased husband was domiciled at the time of 
his death, for the appointment of some proper person tj be guar- 
dian of the said children, and thereupon it shall be lawful for the 
’ said Court, if it shall think fit, to appoint such guardian, who, when 
appointed, shall be entitled to have the care and custody of the 
said children, or of any of them, during their minority, in the place 
•of their mother; and in making such appointment, the Court shall 
be guided, so far as may be, by the laws and rules in force touching 
the guardianship of children who have neither father nor mother. 

Provided that, when the said children have not property of 
their own sufficient for their support and proper education whilst 
tuinors, no such appointment shall be made otherwise than with 
the consent of the mother unless the proposed guardian shall have 
given security for the support and proper education of the children 
whilst minors. 

4 . Nothing in this Act contained shall be construed to render 
Nothing in this Act to ^ny widow, who, at the time of the 

render any childless widow death of any person leaving any pro- 
capable of inheriting. perty, is a childless widow, capable of 

inheriting the whole or any share of such property, if, before the 
ipassing of this Act, she would have been incapable of inheriting 
the same by reason of her being a childless widow- 

^ 5 . Except as in the three preceding sections is provided, a 

Saving of rights of widow widow Shall not, by reason of her re— 
marrying, except as provided ' marriage, forfeit any property, or any 
in sections 2, 3, and 4. jq vvhich She would otherwise be 

* Parvaii v, Bhihn^ 4 Born. A. C* 25 : Akora Suth v. Boreani^ 2 B» 

'L • R,j igS, 
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entitled ; and every widow who has re-married shall have the same 
rights of inheritance as she would have had, had such marriage 
been her first marriage. 

6 . Whatever words spoken, ceremonies performed, or en- 
Ceremonies constiiuting gagements made, on the marriage of a 

valid marriage to have same Hindu female who has not been pre- 
effect on widow’s marriage, viously married, are suflacient to con- 
stitute a valid marriage, shall have the same effect, if spoken, 
performed, or made on the marriage of a Hindu widow; and no 
marriage shall be declared invalid on the ground that such words, 
ceremonies, or engagements are inapplicable to the case of a 
widow. 

7 . If the widow re-marrying is a minor whose marriage has- 
Consent to re-raatriage of HOt been consummated, she shall not 

minor widow. re-marry without the consent of her 

father, or, if she has no father, of her paternal grand-father, or, 
if she has no such grandfather, of her mother, or, failing all these, 
of her elder brother, or failing also brothers, of her next male 
relative. 


All persons knosvingly abetting a marriage made contrary to 
Pu^i^hment for abetting the provisions of this section shall be 

marriage made contrary to liable to imprisonment for any term not 
this section. exceeding one year, or to fine, or to 

both. 

And all marriages made contrary to the provisions of this 

, , . section may be declared void by a. 

Effect of such 

question regarding the validity of a marriage made contrary 
. to the provisions of this section, such 

consent as is aforeiaid shall be presumed 
until the contrary is proved, and that no such marriage shall bo 
declared void after it has been consummated. 

In the case of a widow who is of full age, or whose marriage 
Consent to re-marriage of bas been consummated, her own con- 

major widow* Sent sh^ll be Sufficient consent to co 

stitute her re-marriage lawful and validf 
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HINDU WILLS ACT, i87o. 

(Act XXI. of iSjo.y- 

Received the G.-G/s Assent on 19TH July 1870. 

Ajs Ad io regulate the Wills 0/ Hindus^ JainaSy Sikhs, and Buddhists 
in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and the Towns of Madras 
and Bombay. 


Whereas it is expedient to provide rules for the execution, 
p attestation, revocation, revival, inter- 

preiation, and probate of the wills of 
Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Buddhists in the territories subject to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and in the towns of Madras 
and Bombay ; It is hereby enacted as follows : — 

, 1 . This Act may be called the 

Short title. 


Certain portions of Act X. , ,. 2 . The following portions o£ the 
of 1865 extended to wills of Indian Succession Act, 1865, t name- 
Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Iv,— 

Buddhists. ^ 


* For the Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gazette of India^ 
i860, Pt. V., p. 32 ; for the first Report of the Select Committee, which was 
ordered to be published by the Council, see ibid^ 1870, Pt. V., p. It ; foe 
Proceedings in Council, see ibidj 1869, Supplement, p, 1499 ; Supplement, 
3870, p. 76, Extra Supplement, p, 34, and Supplement, p. 957. 

Act XXL of 1870 has been declared by notification under s. 3 {a) oE 
the Scheduled Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following^ 
Scheduled Districts, namely i 

The Districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, apd Pargana 
Dhalbhum, and the Koihan in the District of Singbhum.~See 
Gazette of India, 1881, Pt. I., p. S04. 

[The District of Lohardaga included at this time the present District 
of Palamau, which was separated in 1894.] J 

It has been declared to be in force in the Santhal Parganas, by Reg. 
ni. of 1872, s. 3, as amended by the Santhal Parganas Justice and Laws 
Regulation (III. of 1899), s, 3. 
t Act X, of 1863. 

[2,000 I3*6«i9i2] 


Act XXL, i87o,~r. 



2 


HINDU WILLS, [Act XXL 


sections 46, 48, 49, 50, 51, 55, and 57 to 77 (both inclusive), 
sections 82, 83, 85, 88 to 103 (both inclusive), 
sections 106 to 177 (both inclusive), “ and 
section 187,”* 

shall, notwithstanding anything contained in section 331 of 
said Act, apply, — 


(a) to all wills and codicils 
Extent of Act. 


made by any Hindu, Jaina, 
Sikh, or Buddhist, on or 
after the first day of 
September, 1870, 


within the said territories or the local limits of the ordinary 
original civil jurisdiotion of the High Courts of 
Judicature at Madras and Bombay ; and 


( 3 ) to all such wills and codicils made outside those 
territories and limits, so far as relates to immoveable 
property situated within those territories or limits : 


Provisos. 


3. Provided that marriage shall 
not revoke any such will or codicil : 


And that nothing herein contained shall authorize a testator 
to bequeath property which he could not have alienated vivos, 
or to deprive any persons of any right of maintenance of which, 
but for section 2 of this Act, he could not deprive them 
by will :f 

And that nothing herein contained shall affect any law of 
adoption or intestate succession : 

And that nothing herein contained shall authorize anylHindu, 
Jaina, Sikh, or Buddhist to create in property any interest which 
he could not have created betore the first day of September, 1870. 


* The words and figures, “ and section 187,” have been substituted, 
for the portion of section 2 commencing with the word and figures “ section 
179” and ending with the words “ administrator with the will annexed,’ 
by section 154 (a) of the Probate and Administration Act (V. of 18S1). 

t The words, “ And that nothing herein contained shall vest in the 
^ecutor or administrator with the will annexed of a deceased person any 
jaioperty which such person could not have alienated ttiSer vivos repealed 
by s. IS4 (i) of the Probate and Administration Act (V. of 1881), have 
^ere been omitted. 


HINDU WILLS. 


of X870.] 




4. On and from that day, section 3 of Bengal Regulation V. 
Partial repeal of Bengal of 1799 shall be repealed, so far as re- 
‘Regulation V. of 1799, sec- lates to the esecutors of persons wno 
tion 2. are not Muhammadans, but are subject 


to the jurisdiction of a District Court in the territories subject to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 


5 . Nothing contained in this Act shall affect the righte, duties 
and privileges of the Administrators- 
General of Bengal, Madras, and 
Bombay, respectively.'* 


Saving of rights of 
^ miDistrators-General. 


Ad- 


Qs In this Act and in the said sectionsf of tne Indian 

Succession Act,t all words defined in 
Interpretation-clause* section 3 of the same Act shall, unless 

there be something repugnant in the subject or context, be deemed 
to have the same meaning as the said section 3 has attached to such 
words respectively : 

And in applying sections 63, 63, 92, 96, 98, 99, 100, 

102, “and 103”§ of the said Succession ActJ to wills ? 

made under this Act, the words son, sons, ‘‘child, and 
“ children, '' shall be deemed to include an adopted child ; and 
the word “grandchildren* § ^ shall be deemed to include the children, 
whether adopted or natural-born, of a child, whether adopted or 
natural-born ; and the expression “ daughter-in-law shall be 
deemed to include the wife of an adopted son. 11 


* See the Administrator-Generals Act (II. of 1874). 

t The words “ and Parts/^ repealed by the Repealing and Amending 
Act (Xll, of 1891), have here been omitted. 

t Act X, oif 1865. . j r *1, 

§ The word and figures “ and 103** have been substituted for the 
word and figures 103 and 182” by s. 154 [c) of the Probate and Ad- 
ministration Act (V, of 1881). , 

il The last clause of s. 6, as to the making of grants of letters ot ad- 
ministration, repealed by s. 154 (6) of the Probate and Administration Act 
(V. of 1881), has here been omitted. 
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ACT II. OF 1886. 

The Miai Income Tax Act, 1886.* 


Riceived the G.-G.’s Assent on the eqth Jasoarv, 1886. 


An Act tnr imposing n Tax on Income derived from Sources ■ 
o/A^r than Agtxcullutt^ 

Whereas it is apedient to impose a taR on income derived from 

tourcrorr than agricnltnre ; I. is hereby enacted as follows:- 

CHAPTER I. 

Prbliminary. 

1 f This Act extends to the whole of British India, and ap- 
1. luis dominions ofPrin- 

Extentandcommenceraent. ^£3 and States in India in alliance with, 

Her Majesjy, m British sn^ectsm, those dominions wto^are m the 

“shed if the° cRercise of the powers of the Governor-General in 
Council in that behalf ; and 

(2) It shall come into force on the first day of April 1886. 

(j) IRtp^Udby the Repealing and Amending AcU{XII, of 1891) 
Sch. /.] 

• This short title has been given by the Indian Short Titles Act (XlV, 

‘*lor Statement oi OMects and Reasons, see Gaartte of In^ia, tSS®. 

V., p. 33 : for Report of the Select Corom. to, see to 

for Proceedings m Council, see Supp i P P see Gazette 

consolidated rules made under the powers conferred by the Apt, seet^azette 

of India, 1890 Pt. I., p. 409— Notification No. 7 g parganas fay 

SSr^leSplSaTsS h^tlf rrm':“La^. Skili. of X 
Districts Act (XIV. of 1874)— See Gazette of India, 1896, Pt. I., p. 974, 
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2 . On and from the day on which this Act comes into force 
Repeal. the enactments specified in'"the°fe 

schedule to this Act shall be repealed, 
except as to fees payable and other sums due under those enactments 
anci the mode of recovering the same. 


Definitions. 3. In this Act, unless there is some- 

thing repugnant in the subject orcontext,-* 

(/) “ local authority" means any municipal committee, district 
board, body of port commissioners, or other authority legally enti- 
Ued to, or entrusted by the Government with, the control or man- 
agement of any municipal or local fund ; 

(• 2 ) “ company means an association carrying on business in 
Sritish India, whose stock or funds is or are divided into shares and 
transferable, whether the company is incorporated or not, and whe- 
ther its principal place of business is situate in British India or not; 

(^) “ prescribed means prescribed by the Governor-General 
in Council by notification in the Gazette of India, or by the Governor- 
General in Council or a Local Government by rules made under 
this Act : 

“ salary " includes allowances, fees, commissions, perquisites, 
or profits received, in lieu of, or in addition to, a fixed salary, in re 
spect of an office or employment of profit j but subject to any rulei 
which may be prescribed in this behalf, it does not include travel- 
ling, tentage, horse, or sumptuary allowance, or any other allowance 
granted to meqt specific expenditure ; 

(j) “ income" means income and profits accruing and arising 
or received in British India, and includes, in the case of a British 
subject within the dominions of a Prince or State in India in al- 
liance with Her Majesty, any salaiy, annuity, pension, or gratuity 
payable to that subject by the Government, or by a local authority 
established in the exercise of the powers of the Governor-General 
in Council in that behalf ; 

(<5) “ Magistrate" means a Presidency Magistrate or a Magis- 
trate of the first or second class ; 

(y) “ person " includes a firm and a Hindoo undivided family s 

(6’) “ defaulter ” includes a company or firm making default 
under this Act : 

(p) “ Collector " means the chief officer in charge of the revenue 
administration of a district, and in a presidency-town, any officer 
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whom the Local Government, bv notification in the official Gazette, 
may, by name or by virtue of his office, appoint to be a Collector 
for the purposes of this Act ; in the case of a company or firm, it 
means the Collector, as here defined, of the district or presidency- 
town in which its principal place of business in British India is 
situate ; and, in the case of any other person chargeable under this Act, 
it means the Collector, defined as aforesaid, of the district or presi- 
dency-town in which the person has his residence ; 

(/o) “principal officer," used with reference to a local authority 
or a company or any other public body or association not being a 
local authority or company, means — 

(a) the secretary, treasurer, manager, or agent of the authority, 
j company, body, or association ; or 

‘ (3) any person connected with the authority, company, body, 

’ or association upon whom the Collector has caused a notice to be 
' served of his intention of treating him as the principal officer there- 
^ of ; and 

/ (//) “Part" means a Part of the second schedule to this Act. 

;} 


CHAPTER 11. 




LrAsruTY to Tax. 

4. Subject to the exceptions mentioned in the next following 

Incomes li.bln lo Ihn ta. be paid, in thn jeat 

beginning with the first day of April 

i886, and in each subsequent year, to the credit of the Government 
of India, or as the Governor-General in Council directs, in respect 
of the sources of income specified in the first column of the second 
schedule to this Act, a tax at the rate specified in that behalf in the 
second column of that schedule. 




i# 




Exceptions. Nothing in section 4 shall 

render liable to the tax — 

(o) any rent or revenue derived from land which is used for 
agricultural purposes, and is either assessed to land-revenue or sub- 
ject to a local rate assessed and collected by officials of the Go- 
vernment as such ; or 

(3) any income derived from— 

(i) agriculture, or , . 
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valor or rrS of *>}’ a colli 

mSe'!«‘‘ " ‘'“'“a' to“:„T 

001 kerp 0 shop or rlall for Je saMS 

rent or rsvanue of any su'Sland as is ref cf lie 

by the cultivator, or the receiver nf clause (a), or 

respect to which, or the producrwhef of any land with 

tn clause (i) is carried on : operation mentioned 

Provided that the buildino- * 

the land, and is a building whiciw^r imraediate vicinity of 

or the cultivator or the rfceiver nAtf or revenue, 
connection with the land reouirpo ^ ^’In-kind, by reason of his 

store.house, factory, or other out. building or as a 

British^India,°anVfem?i!? incorporated or registered 

and its ships ordinariltr^ ”^'^^ of business out 

of Indian waters; or ^ engaged in sea-going traffic out 

. 3 ny income derived fmm 

Jigious or public charitable purposes^°or^^ employed for re- 

(y) any income which a * . 

Pany, or of a firm, or of a HinHti as a member of a com- 

peny. or Iha or iha fan.,,""? 

C^) subject to any condiftn j ’ 

prescribed in this behalf such restrictions which may f" 

tbe income in respect wherLf a n°“' acceding one-sixth ( 
tion, be chargeable under this a ft ^fnld, but for this excef 

of the person under the authnrif^ deducted from the salary 
Government for the purnose of ‘^® Permission, of thf 

- P^rrr^ 

defa„d aonuily „„ hi, „„„ P «speo. of^an Jnsoraoc. or 
( J any interest on stock-notes; or 

< 5 fficer, or private^f° 1 fJe/ m,Tp! warrant-oflicer, non-commissioned 
P or Her Majesty’s Forces, or of Her Majesty's 
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Indian Forces, who is not in an employment which, according to 
the ordinary practice, is held indiSerently by military persons and 
civilians, and whose salary does', not exceed five nnndred rupees 
per mensem ; or 

(J) any person whose income from all sources is less than " oric 
ihomand"* rupees per annum. 

(2) An oflScer or servant is not exempt from taxation under 
this Act by reason only of the income of his employer being exempt 
therefrom under this section. 


6 . The Governor-General in Council may, by notification in 

o . , the Gazette of India, e.^empt from liabi- 

Pc..rton.ake«.n.p„o.s. ,l,e whole or any put oE 

the income of any class or tribe, or of any persons residing in any 
specified area, and may, by alike notification, revoke the exemption- 


CHAPTER UI. 

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION. 

A. — Salaries and Pensions. 

7. In the case of a person receiving any salary, annuity, pension. 
Mode of payment incase Of gratuity from the Government, any 

of Government officials and sum payable to him by the Government 
pensioners. jo respect of the salary, annuity, pension, 

or gratuity, shall be reduced by the amount of the tax to which he 
is liable under Part I. in respect thereof. 

8 . (/) In the case of a person receiving any salary, annuity. 
Mode of payment in case pension, or gratuity from a local author- 

of servants and pensioners of ity, the tctx to which he is liable under 
local authorities. Part 1 . shall, at the time of the payment 

to him of any of the salary, annuity, pension, or gratuity, be de- 
ducted therefrom by the officer whose duty it is to make the pay- 
ment, and be paid by tlrat officer within the prescribed time to the 
credit of the Government of India, or as the Governor-General in 
Council directs. 


'* These words have been substituted for the words “jftw hundred" by 
Act XL of 1903, 3. 2 (r). 

t For the consolidated notification as to exemptions from tax and 
assessment under the Act, issued under s. 6, and 3. 38, see Gazette of India,. 
1890, Pt. I., p. 408, and Ibid, 1893, hi P* 647 * 
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{ 3 ) If that oflicer does not deduct and pay the tax as required 
by sub-section (/), he shall, without prejudice to any other conse- 
quences winch he may incur, be deemed to be personally in default 
in respect of the tax. 

(j) If, when any payment is made, the tax is, from any cause, 
not deducted, it may, and on the requisition of the Collector shall, 
be deducted when any salary, annuity, pension, or gratuity, is sub- 
sequently paid to the person liable to the tax. 

The power to deduct under this section shall be without 
prejudice to any other mode of recovery. 

0. {/) The tax to which a person receiving any salary, annuity. 
Mode of payment in case pension, or gratuity from a company, 
of servants and pensioners of or from any Other public body or as* 
companies and private cm- sociation not being a local authority or 

company, or from a private employer, 
is liable under Part L, shall be payable by him at the time when any 
portion of the salary, annuity, pension, or gratuity, is paid to him. 

( 3 ) The Collector may, subject to such conditions as may be 
prescribed, enter into an arrangement with any company, or any 
such body or association as aforesaid, or any private employer, with 
respect to the recovery, on behalf of the Government by the com- 
pany, body, association, or employer, of the tax to which any per- 
son, receiving any salary, annuity, pension, or gratuity, from the 
company, body, association, or employer, is liable under Part I. 

10. The principal oflicer of every local authority, and of every 
Annual return by principal company, and of eveiy Other public body 
officer of company or associa- Or association, noc being a local author- 

ity or company, shall prepare, and, oa 
or before the fifteenth day of April in each year, deliver, or cause 
to be delivered, to the Collector, in the prescribed form, a return 
in writing showing — 

(a) the name of every person who is receiving, at the date of 
the return, any salary, annuity, or pension, or has received, during 
the year ending on that date, any gratuity from the authority, com- 
pany, body, or association, as the case may be, and the address or 
every such person, so far as it is known ; and 

{d) the amount of the salary, annuity, pension, or gratuity so 
received by each such person, and the time at which the same 
becomes payable, or, in the case of a gratuity, was paid. 
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B. — Proftis oy Companies. ‘ 

11. The principal oflacer in British India of every company 
Annual statement o£ nett shall prepare, and, on or before the 

profits. fifteenth day of April in each year, deliver, 

or cause to be delivered, to the Collector, a statement in writing 
signed by him of the nett profits made in British India by the company 
during the year ending on the day on which the company’s ac- 
counts have been last made up, or, if the company’s accounts have 
not been made up within the year ending on the thirty-first day of 
March in the year immediately preceding that for which the assess- 
ment is to be made, then of the nett profits so made during the 
year ending on the said thirty-first day of March. 

12. (/) If the Collector has reason to believe that a statement 
Power to require officers of delivered under section 1 1 is incorrect or 

•companies to produce ac- in complete, he may cause to be served 

on the principal officer of the company a 
notice requiring him, on or before a date to be therein mentioned, 
either to attend at the Collector’s office and produce, or to cause to 
be tnere produced, for the inspection of the Collector, such of the 
accounts of the company as refer to the year to which the statement 
relates, and as are in his possession or power. 

(a) On the day specified in the notice, or as soon afterwards as 
may be, the Collector shall, by an order in writing, determine the 
amount at which the company shall be assessed under Part II., 
and the time when the amount shall be paid, and, subject to the 
provisions of this Act, that amount shall be payable accordingly. 

C. — Interest on Securities. 

13. (/) The tax payable under Part III. in respect of the 
Mode of payment of tax on interest on any of the securities mentioned 

interest on securities. jn that Part shall, at the time when, and 

p)lace where, any of the interest is paid, be deducted therefrom by 
the person empowered to pay the interest, and be paid by that per- , 
son within the prescribed time to the credit of the Government of 
India, or as the Governor-General in Council directs. 

( 2 ) If that person does not deduct and pay the tax as required 
by sub-section (r), he shall, without prejudice to any other con- 
sequences which he may incur, be deemed to be personally in de- 
fault in respect of the tax. 
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D.-r-OTH3R Sources of Income. 

Ordinary Mode of Assessment and Collection. 

14 :. The Collector shall, from time to time, determine what 
Collector to determine per- persons are chargeable under Part IV., 
sons chargeable. and tho amount at which every person 

so chargeable shall be assessed. 

15. (/) The assessment shall be made upon the income ac- 
Mode of making assess- cruing to the person during the year 

«ient. ending on the day on which his accounts 

have been last made up, or, if his accounts have not been made up 
within the year ending on the thirty-first day of March in the year 
immediately preceding that for which the assessment is to be made, 
then upon the income accruing to him during the year ending on 
the said thirty-first day of March. 

( 2 ) In the case of a person for the first time becoming 
chargeable under Part IV. within the year for which the assessment 
is to be made, or within the year next before that year, the assess- 
ment shall be made according to an average of his income for such 
period as the Collector, having regard to the circumstances, directs. 

16. (/) The Collector shall in each year prepare a list of the 
List of incomes under two persons chargeable under Part IV., 

thousand rupees. whose annual income does not, in his 

opinion, amount to two thousand rupees. 

( 2 ) The list shall be in the prescribed language or languages, - 
atvd shall state in respect of every such person the following parti- 
culars, namely : — 

(a) his name, and the source or sources of the income in re- 
spect of which he is chargeable ; 

((5) the year or portion of the year for which the tax is to be 
paid; 

(r) the place or places, district or districts, where the income 
accrues ; 

(d) the amount to be paid ; and 

(e) the place where, and the person to whom, the amount is to 
be paid. 

(S) The list shall be filed In the office of the Collector, with a 
notification prefixed thereto, requiring every person mentione 
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the list to pay, within sixty days from a date specified in the noti- 
fication, the amount stated in the list as payable by him, or to apply 
to the Collector, within thirty days from that date, to have the assess- 
ment reduced or cancelled. 

{4) The list so filed shall be open to inspection at all reason- 
able times without any payment. 

(5) The list, or such part or parts thereof as the Collector 
thinks fit, with the notification prefixed thereto, shall be further 
published in such manner as the Local Government may consider 
to be best adapted for giving information to all persons concerned. 

(6) The list to be prepared in each year may be the list of the 
previous year with such amendments as the Collector finds to be 
necessary. 

17 . In the case of a person chargeable under Part IV., whose 
Notices to persons with in- annual income is, in the Collectors- 

comes of two thousand rupees opinion, two thousand rupees or up- 
aad upwards. wards, the Collector shall cause a no- 

tice to be served on him, stating the particulars (a) to (e), both in- 
clusive, mentioned in section 16, sub-section (2), and requiring him 
to pay within sixty days from a date specified in the notice, tha 
amount stated therein as payable by him, or to apply to the Col- 
lector, within thirty days from that date, to have the assessment re- 
duced or cancelled. 

18 . (/) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 16^ 
Power to modify ordinary or section 17, the Local Government 

precedure in special cases.' may make rules — 

(fl) authorizing or directing a Collector in specified cases or 
classes of cases to include, in a list under section 16, any person 
who is liable to be served with a notice under section 17 instead of^ 
or in addition to, serving him with such a notice, and to serve a 
notice under section 17 on any person liable to be included in a 
list under section 16 instead of, or in addition to, including him in 
such a list ; 

( 3 ) authorizing the Collector in any specified town or p/ace 
to cause a general notice to be published, inviting every person 
chargeable under Part IV. to deliver, or cause to be delivered, ta 
the Collector, within a lime specified in the .notice, a return, in a. 
prescribed form published with the notice, of his income during 
the year ending on the day on which his accounts have been last 
made up, or, if his accounts have not been made up within the year 
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ending on the thirty-first day of March in the year immediately 
preceding that for which the assessment is to be made, then of his 
jncome during the year ending on the said thirty-first day of March ; 

(c) authorizing the Collector in any presidency-town to cause 
a special notice to be served on any person chargeable under Part 
IV., inviting him to deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the Collector, 
within a time specified in the notice, a return, in a prescribed form 
accompanying the notice, of his income computed in the manner 
described in clause (< 5 ) of this sub-section. 

(a) A return delivered under rules made under clause (d) or 
clause (f) of sub-section (r) must slate the period during which the 
income has actually accrued ; and there must be added at the foot 
thereof a declaration that the income shown in ihe return is truly 
estimated on all the sources therein mentioned, that it has actually 
accrued within the period therein stated, and that the person mak- 
ing the return has no other source of income. 

(j) When a Collector authorized in that behalf by rules made 
• under clause ( 5 ) or clause (r) of sub-section (/) has caused a notice 
to be published or served under those rules, he shall not include 
.any person to whom the notice applies in any list made under sec- 
tion 1 6, or serve a notice on him under section 17, until the time 
specified in the notice published or served under those rules has 
expired. 

Rules made under this section shall be published in the 
oflScial Gazette. 

19 . Every amount specified as payable in a list or notice 
Time and place of pay- prepared or served under section i6 or 

^ment. section 17 shall be paid within the time, 

/ at the place, and to the person, mentioned in the list or notice. 

Trustees, Agents, Managers, and Incapacitated Persons. 

20. A person being the trustee, guardian, curator, or com- 
Trustees, guard! ans, and mittee of any infant, married woman 

committees of inca pacitated subject 10 the law of England, lunatic, 
persons to be charge d. or idiot, and having the control of the 

property of the inf ant, married woman, lunatic, or idiot, 
the infant, married woman, lunatic, or idiot resides in British Inaia 
. or not, shall, if the infant, married woman, lunatic, or idiot is 
chargeable under Part IV., be chaigeable under that Part in i e 
manner, and to the same amount, as the infant would be chargea e 
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if he were of full age, or the married woman if she were sole, or 
the lunatic or idiot if he were capable of acting for himself. 

21. Any person not resident in British India, whether a- 
Non-tesidents to be charg- subject of Her Majesty or not, being in 

ed in names of their agents, receipt, through an agent, of any income 
chargeable under Part IV., shall be chargeable under that Part in 
the name of the agent in the like manner, and to the like amount, as 
he would be chargeable if he were resident in British India, and iU' 
direct receipt of that income. 

22. Receivers or managers appointed by any Court in India, 

„ . ^ , the Courts of Wards, the Administra- 

of^wIrS'"A"d^mfnf 3 tra°ors- tors-General of Bengal, Madras, and 
General, and OfiBciai Trust- Bombay, and the Official Trustees, shall 

be chargeable under Part IV. in respect 
of all income officially in their possession, or under their control, 
which is liable to assessment under that part. 


Power to retain duties 
charged on trustees, &c. 


23. When a trustee, guardian, 
cuartor, committee, or agent is, as such, 
assessed under Part IV., 


or when a receiver or manager appointed as aforesaid, a Court 
of Wards, an Administrator- General, or an Official Trustee, is 
assessed under that Part in respect of income officially received, 

the person or Court so assessed may, from time to time, out of 
the money coming to his or its possession as trustee, guardian, 
curator, committee, or agent, or as receiver, manager, Court of 
Wards, • Administrator-General, or Official Trustee, retain so much 
as is sufficient to pay the amount of the assessment. 


Occupying Owners. 

24. (/) Where a building is occupied by its owner, it shall be 
Provision for tax on occu- deemed a Source of income within the 
pying owners. meaning of this Act, and, if liable to be 

assessed under this Act, shall be assessed at five-sixths of the gross 
annual rent at which it may reasonably be expected to let, and, in 
the case of a dwelling-house, may be expected to let unfurnished. 

( 2 ) “ Owner,” as used in this section with reference to a build- 
ing, means the person who would be entitled to receive the rent -of 
the building if the building weredet to a tenant. 



14 


INCOME TAX. 


CAct Ijf, 


CHAPTER IV. 


Revision ov Assessment. 


25 . (/) Any person objecting to the amount at which he is 
Petition to Collector atrainst assessed, Of denying his liability to be 
assessment under Part IV. assessed, under Part IV., may apply by 
■petition to the Collector to have the assessment reduced or cancelled. 

(3) The petition shall ordinarily be presented within the period 
specified in the notification prefixed to the list filed under section 
16, Or in the notice served under section ly, as the case may be. 
But the Collector may receive a petition after the expiration of that 
•period if he Is satisfied that the objector had sufficient cause for not 
•presenting it within that period. 

(j) The petition shall, as nearly as circumstances admit, be in 
the form contained in the third schedule to this Act, and the state- 
ments contained in the petition shall be verified by the petitioner or 
some other competent person in the manner required by law for 
the verification of plaints. 


26 . The Collector shall fix a day and place for the hearing of 
u petition, and on the day and at the 

^ ' place so fixed, or on the day and at the 

■place, if any, to which he has adjourned the hearing, shall bear 
the petition, and pass such order thereon as he thinks fit. 


27. Subject to the control of the Local Government, the Com- 
petition to Commissioner missioner of the Division, on the petition 

for revision. of any person deeming himself aggrieved 

by an order under section 12, sub-section (a), or section 26, shall, if 
the amount of the assessment to which the petition relates is two hun- 
dred and fifty rupees or upwards, and may in his discretion, if 
amount of the assessment is less than two hundred and fifty rupees, 
call for the record of the case, and pass such order thereon as, he 
thinks fit. 

28 . The Collector or Commissioner may, for the purpose of 

Power to summon witnes- enabling him to determine how the pea- 
ses, &c. tioner or the company which he represent 

should be assessed, summon and enforce the attendance of witiiesses, 
and compel them to give evidence and compel the production 0 
documents, by the same means and, as far as possible, in tlw sanis 
manner as is provided in the case of a Civil Court by the Code 0 
■Civil Procedure:* 


* Act XIV. of i88a. 
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Provided that the Collector or Commissioner shall not call for 
any evidence except at the instance of the petitioner or in order to 
ascertain the correctness of facts alleged by him. 


CHAPTER V. 

Rscovery of Arrears of Tax. 

29. The tax chargeable under this Act shall be payable at 

^ the time appointed in that behalf in or 

Ta:c when payable. if a time iS not SO 

appointed, then on the first day of June in each year. 

30. (/) In any case of default under this Act, the Collector, in 
Mode and time of reco- ^>3 discretion, may recover a sum not 

very. exceeding double the amount of the tax 

either as if it were an arrear of land- revenue, or by any process 
enforceable for the recovery of an arrear of any municipal tax or 
local rate imposed under any enactment for the lime being in force 
in any part of the territories administered by the Local Government 
to which he is subordinate, or may pass an order that a sum not 
exceeding double that amount shall be recovered from the de- 
faulter : 

Provided that, where a person has presented a petition under 
section 35 , such sum shall not be recoverable from him unless, 
within thirty days from the passing of the order on the petition, be 
fails to pay the amount, if any, required by that order. 

(a) The Local Government may direct by what authority any 
powers or duties incident under any such enactment as aforesaid to 
the enforcement of any process for the recovery of a municipal tax 
or local rate shall be exercised or performed when that process is 
employed under sub-section (/) for the recovery of the tax charge- 
able under this Act. 

(j) An order passed by the Collector under sub-section (/) 
shall have the force of a decree of a Civil Court in a suit in which 
the Government is the plaintiff and the defaulter is the defendant; 
and the order may be enforced in manner provided by the Code of 
Civil Procedure* for the enforcement of decrees for money; and 
the procedure under the said Code* in respect of the following 
matters, namely, — 
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(a) sales in execution of decrees, ' ‘ 

(^) arrest in execution of decrees for money, 

(c) execution of decrees by imprisonment, 

(t/j claims to attached property, and 

(i) execution of decrees out of the jurisdiction of the Courts 
by which they svere passed, 

shall apply to every execution issued for levying the sum mentioned 
in the order; save that all the powers and duties conferred and 
imposed by the said Code* upon the Court shall be exercised and 
discharged by the Collector by whom the order has been made, or 
to whom a copy thereof has been sent for execution according to 
the provisions of the said Code,* sections 233 and 224. 

(^) The Local Government may direct, with respect to any 
specified area, that the tax chargeable under this Act shall be re- 
covered , therein with, and as an addition to, any municipal tax or 
local rate by the same person, and in the same manner, as the 
municipal tax or local rate is recovered. 

(j) No proceedings for the recovery of any sum payable 
under this Act shall be commenced after the expiration of three 
months from the last day of the year in respect of which the sura 
is payable. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Supplemental Pbovisions. 

Composiiton. 

31 . (/) If a company or person desires to compound for the 

Aereements for coroposi* tax assessable under Part II. or Part I V., 

lion. as the case may be, the Collector may, 

subject to such rules as may be prescribed in this behalf, agree 
with the company or person for a composition for the tax on such 
terms, and for such period, as he thinks fit. 

(a) The agreement shall provide for the payment, in each 
year of the period comprised in the agreement, of the amount 0 
the composition; and that amount shall be recoverable in the same 
manner, and by the same means as any other assessment maa 
under Part II. or Part IV., as the case may be. 


* Act XIV. of j883. 
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Receipts, 

32. When any money is paid under this Act to ihe Collector, or 
Receipts and their con- « recovered thereunder by him, he shall 
tents. give a receipt for the same, specifying-- 

(fl) the date of the payment or recovery of the money ; 

(5) the amount paid or recovered ; 

(c) the, person who was liable to the tax, and the source or 
sources of income in respect of which the tax was payable;, 

(d) the year or part of the year for which the tax was payable ; 

(<!) the place or places, district or districts, where the income 
accrues ; and 

(/) such other particulars, if any, as may be prescribed.- 
Amtndmtni of Assessment. 

33. If a company or person assessed under Part II. or Part 
, ■ . IV. ceases to carry on the trade or 

Am«»dm.„tofa.sessra.nt. respect whereof the assesi- 

merit was iriade, or if any such person dies or becomes insolvent 
before the end of the year for which the assessment was made, or 
if any such company or person is, from any other specific cause, 
deprived of or loses the income on which the assessment was made, 
then the company or person, or its .or his representative, in interest, 
may apply to the Collector during or within three months after the 
end of the year, and the Collector, on proof to his satisfaction of 
any such cause as aforesaid, shall amend the assessment as the 
case may require, and refund such sum, if any, as has been overpaid. 

Penalties. , . . - , . 

Failure to make payments ‘ ‘ ■ 

or deliver returns or state* 34 . (/) If a person fails — 

raents. . . ; • ' : - • 

-I . (a) to- deduct and pay any tax as required by section 8, sub-; 
section (/), or section 13, sub-section (/), or , V 

_ ' (3) to deliver or cause to be delivered to the Collector in du? 
time the return or statement mentioned in section 10 or section 
II, or - - 

(r) to produce, or cause to be produced, 'on ^ dr 'before the 
4^j®i,F.P|^tio.ned in a notice under section i a,- such accounts as are 
referred to in the notice, : ■; . ' 

Act li>| i8S6,**3, 
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he .shall, on conviction before a Magistrate, be punishable 
with fine which may extend to ten rupees for every day during 
which the default continues. 

(a) The Commissioner of the Division may remit wholly or 
in part any fine imposed under this section. 

35 . If a person makes a statement in a declaration mentioned 
False statement in declara- in section 1 8, sub' section (a), which is 

false, and which he either knows or be- 
lieves to be false, or dees not believe to be true, he shall be deemed 
to have committed the offence described in section 177 of the Indian 
Penal Code.* 

36 . A person shall not be proceeded against for an offence 
Prosecution to be at in- under section 34 or section 35, except 

stance of Collector. at the instance of the Collector. 

37. Any proceeding under section 12 or Chapter IV. of this 
Sections : 193 ■'and 328 of Act shall be deemed to be a “ judicial 

Penal Code* to apply to pio- proceeding ” within the meaniu^ of sec- 
ceedings. 193 and 228 of the Indian Penal 

Code.* 


Power to make rules. 


SS.f (r) The Governor-General in Council may make rules 

tr, r..i» coHsistent wlth this Act for ascertaining 

Power to make rules. , , . . . ,• ,1 . ^n-ocs. 

and determining income liable to assess- 
ment, for preventing the disclosure of particulars contained in 
documents delivered or produced with respect to assessments under 
Part IV., and generally for carrying out the purposes of this Act, 
and may delegate to a Lor al Government the power to make such 
rules so far as regards the territories subject to that Government. 


{2) In making a rule for preventing the disclosure of nny 
particulars referred to in sub-section (/ ), the Governor-General m 
Council may direct that a public servant committing a breach of 
the rule shall be deemed to have committed an offence under 
section 166 of the Indian Penal Code.* 


♦ Act XLV. of i860. ^ ^ . .... , 

t As to exemption from liability to assessment, ses Gazette or iflow, 
1890, Pt. I., p. 408, 18931 Pt. I., p. 647* 
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(j) But a person committing any such offence shall not be 
liable to be prosecuted therefor svithout the previous sanction of the 
Local Government. 

(^) Rules made under this section shall be published in the 
official Gazette. 


Miicellaneous. 


39. No suit shall lie in any Civil Court to set aside or modify 
any assessment made under this 
Act. 


Bar of suits in Civil Court* 


40. All or any of the powers and duties . conferred and im- 
Exercise of powers of Col- POsed by this Act on a Collector or on 

lector and Commissioner. a Commissioner of Division may be 
exercised and performed by such other officer or person as the 
Local Government appoints in this behalf.* 

41. An officer or person exercising all or any of the powers 
Obligation to furnish in- of a Collector under this Act may, by 

formation respecting lodgers notice, require any person to furnish a 
and employes. jjgj^ -.jj prescribed form, containing, 

to the best of his belief, — 

(fl) the name of every inmate or lodger resident in any house 
used by him as a dwelling-house, or let by him in lodgings ; 

{b) the name of every other person receiving salary or emolu- 
ments amounting to “ eighly-three rupees five annas and four pies "f 
per mensem, or “ one thousand”X rupees per annum, or upwards, 
employed in his service, whether resident iu any such house as 
aforesaid or not ; and 

(c) the place of residence of such of those persons as are not 
resident in any such house, and of any inmate or lodger in any 
such house who has a place of residence elsewhere at which he is 
liable under this Act to be assessed and who desires to be assessed 
at that place. 

» 

t * For notifications investing certain Political Officers with powers 
/Under this section in respect of persons residing out of British India, see 
''Western India Volume of Macpherson's Lists of British Enactments in 
force in Native States, Ed. 1895, P* 18. 

. t These words have been substituted for the original words ^^foriy^one 
'fupeez ten annas and eight pies ** by Act XL of 1903, s. 2 (^). , 

+ These have been substituted for the original words five hundred'^ 

I : 
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42. An officer ol- person exercising all or any of the powers 
Trustees and agents to sforesaid may, by notice, require any 

furnish^ information as to person whom he has reason to believe to 
bcnefic.anesandpr.nc.pals. be a trustee, guardian, curator, com. 
mittee, or agent, to diliver or cause to be delivered a statement of 
the names of the persons for or of whom he is trustee, guardian, 
curator, committee, or agent. 

43. An officer or person exercising all or any of the said 
, Trustees, &c., _to furnish powers may, by notice, require a trustee, 
information as to income. guardian. Curator, committee, or agent, 
or a receiver or manager appointed by any Court in India, or a 
Court of Wards, Administrator-General, or Official Trustee, to 
furnish such returns of income liable to assessment under Part IV. 
as may be prescribed. 


44. An officer or person exercising all or any of the said 
Obligation to furnish other powers may, at the instance of any per* 
information. son respecting whose assessment or the 

amount thereof any doubt exists, require any person to furnish such 
information as he deems to be necessary for the purpose of ascer- 
taining facts relevant to the assessment or its amount. 


45. A person required to furnish any information under sec- 

Sections .76 and 177 of Section 42. section 43 - 0/ 2 

Penal Code to apply to re- 44 , shall be legally bound tofurnisj 

quisilions for information. the same in such manner and within suen 
time as may be specified in the requisition for the information. 

46. (/) A notice under this Act may be served on the person 

^ therein named either by a prepaid leUsf 

Service of notices. addressed to the person and registered 

under Pan III. of the Indian Post Office Act, 1866.* or by the 
delivery or tender to him of a copy of the notice. 

(2) If a notice is served by registered letter, it shall be pre- 
sumed to have been served at the time when the letter would be 
delivered in the ordinary course of post, and proof that the letter 
was properly addressed and put into the post shall be sufficient to 
raise the presumption that the notice was duly served at that time. 

, (?) if the notice is to be served otherwise than by registered 
letter, the service shall, whenever it may be practicable, be on tns 

* Act XiV. of 1866. But see now the Indian Post Office Act (VI. of 
1898). 
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person named in the notice, or, in the case of a firm, On some 
member thereof, or, in the case of a Hindu undivided family, on 
the manager of the joint estate of the family. 

(^) But when the person, member, or manager cannot be 
found, the service may be made on any adult male member of his 
family residing with him ; and if no such adult male member can 
be found, the serving-officer shall fix the copy of the notice on the 
outer door of the house in which the person, firm, or family therein 
named ordinarily resides or carries on business. 

47. (/) When a company or firm has several places of 
Power to declare principal business in territories subject to different 

placeof business or residence. Local Governments, the Governor-Gen- 
eral in Council may declare which of those places shall, for the 
purposes of this Act, be deemed to be the principal place of 
business. 

(a) When a company or firm has several places of business 
in the teiritories subject to a single Local Government, that Go- 
vernment may declare which of them shall, for the purposes of this 
Act, be deemed to be the principal place of business. 

(j) When a person has several places of residence in territories 
subject to different Local Governments, the Governor General in 
Council may declare wnich of those places shall, for the purposes 
of this Act, be deemed to be his residence. 

* i 

( 4 ) When a person has several places of residence in the 
territories subject to a single Local Government, that Government 
may declare which of those places shall, for the purposes of this 
Act, be deemed to be his residence. 

( 5 ) The powers given by this section may be delegated to, and 
exercised by, such officers as the Governor-General m Council or 
the Local Government, as the case may be, appoints in this behalf.- 

48. Where a person is in respect of any period liable to the 
Saving in favour of payers tax under this Act, he shall not in respect- 

of pandhari and capitation of that period be assessed* to the capita- 

tion-tax, or the land-rate in lieu thereof, 
levied in Lower Burmaf under the Burma Land and Revenue Act,- 
1876.^ 


* Here certain words repealed by Act VI. of 1902, have been omitted,- 
t This reference to British Burmji should now be read as referring ta 
Lower Burma. See the Upper Burma Laws Act (XX. of 1886). 3, 4, 
t ^ct II, of 1876. 
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49. Every person deducting, retaining, or paying any tar in 

Indemnity. pursuance of this Act or of any arrange- 

ment under section 9 , sub-section ( 2 ), in 

respect of income belonging to another person, is hereby indenani- 
fied for the deduction, retention, or payment thereof. 

50. All powers conferred by, or conferable under, this Act 
Powers exercisable from may be exercised from time to time as 

time to time. occasion requires. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 
Enactments repealed. 

(See section 2.) 

Acts of the Governor- General in Council. 


Number and year. 

Short title. 

Extent of repeal. 

Act No. II. of 1878. 

The Northern India License 
Act, 1878. 

So much as has not 
been repealed. 

Act No. VI, of 1880. 

The Indian License Acts Amend- 
' ment Act, 1880, 

The whole. 



— 


Acts of the Governor of Fort St. George in Council. 


Number and year, j 

Short title. 

Extent of repeal. 

Act No. III. of 1878. 

The Madras License Act, 1878. 

So much as has not 
been repealed. 

Act No. III. of i8fio. 

An Act to amend Madras ^Act 
III. of 1878 as amended by Act 
VI. of 1880. 

The whole. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE—^iJWfWrfr/. 

Act of the Goveenor of Bombay in Council. 


Number and 
year. 

Short title. 

Extent of re- 
peal. 

Act No, III, of 

i 

The Bombay License Act, 1878. 

i 

So much as 

1878. 

has not been 
repealed. 

Act OF THE Likutenant-Governoe of Bengal in Council. 

Numhar and 
year. 

Short title. 

Extent of re* 
peal. 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE. 
SouRCBS.OF Income and Rates of Tax. 
(See stciion 


PART I. 

Salaries and Pensions. s . ; 

X. Any salary, annuity, pen- . 

sion, or gratuity paid in British 

India to or on behalf of any person . * ' 

residing in British India or serving 
on board a ship plying to or from * 

British Indian ports, whether on (a) If the income amounts to 

account of himself or another Rs. 0,000 per annum, or Rs. 

person. per mensemi or upwards— five 

2 . Any salary, annuity, pension, , in the rupee. , 

or gratuity paid by the Government, f (3) If the i n c o m e is less tn ^ 
or by a 1 o c a 1 authority established I Rs, 2,000 per annum, or Rs. loo-io* 
in the exercise of the powers of the j per mensen-^four pies in the rope » 
Governor-General in Council in that I 
behalf, to or on behalf of a British | 
subject within the dominions of a j 
Prince or State in India in alliance J 
wUh Her Majesty. J 


First Column. 

Source of Income, 


Second Column. 
Rate of Tax. . 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE— 


First Column. 

Second Column. 


Source of Income. 

Rate of Tax. 


PART II. 

Profits of Companies. 


Profits of a Company 


Five pies in the rupee on the whole, 
of the nett profits made in British 
India by the company during the year 
ending on the day on which the com- 
pany's accounts have been last made 
up, or, if the company’s accounts have 
not been made up within the year 
ending on the thirty-first day of March 
in the year immediately preceding 
that for which the assessment is to be 
made, then on the whole of the nett 
profits so made during the year end- 
ing on the said thirty-first day of March. 


1886 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE^conimued. 


First Column. 

1 Second Column. 

1 


Source of Income. 

Rate of Tax. 


PART IlL 


Interest on Securities. 


Interest becoming due on or") 
after the first day of April ' 
1886, and payable in British 
India, on — 

(а) promissory notes, deben- 
tures, stock, or other securities 
of the Government of India (in- 
cluding securities of the Govern- 
ment of India whereon interest is 
payable out of British India by 
draft on any place in B r i ti s h 
India), or 

(б) [^Repealed by Act XIL of 
tSgt, Sch. /.] 

(c) debentures or other securi- 
ties for money issued by or on 
behalf of a local authority or 
company. 


' Five pies in the rupee on such inter- 
est, unless the owner of the security 
produces a certificate signed by the 
Collector that his annual income from 
all sources is less than Us. 1,000’ in 
> which case no deduction shall be made 
from the interest, or unless he pro- 
duces a like certificate that his in* 
come from all sources is less than 
Rs. 2,000, in which case the rate shall 
I be four pies in the rupee. 


* These figures have been substituted for the original figures “ 5 ^^ 
by Act XI. of 1903, s. 0 (j). 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE~WKr/<f^. 

PART IV. 

Other Sources of Ikcome, 


First Column. 

Seco.nd Colu.m.s'. 

Source of Income, 

Rate of Tax. 

Any source of income not 

i 

“ (a)* If the tinnual income is assessed 

included in Part 1., Part II.. 

at~ 

or Part III , of this schedule. 

not less than Rs. r^oooi but less than Rs. 

i;250^ the tax shall be Rs. 20. 
not less than Rs, 1,250 but less than Rs. 

1,500, the tax shall be Rs, 28. 
not less than Rs. 1,500 but less than Rs. 

' i»750, the tax shall be Rs. 35, 

not less than Rs. 1,750 but less than Rs. 
2,000, the tax shall be Rs, 42.’' 

(5) If the annual income is assessed at Rs, 
2.000, or upwards — five pies in the 
rupee on the income. 

* This sub-bead (0) has been substiluled for the original by Act XI. 
of 1903, s. 2 [4). 
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THE THIRD SCHEDULE, 

Form of Petition. 

{See sec/ton jj.) 

To TUB CoLLBCTOH 0? 

TAtf day of 18 , 

The petition of A. B. of 
SnstvsTH as follows*— 

t.— Under Act No- 11 . of 18S6, your petitioner has been assessed 
in the sum of rupees for the year commenciog 

the first day of April 18 . 

2.— Your petitioner’s income and profits accuring and arising from 
{here specify petttiontr*s trade or other source or sources of incame 
<rr proJitSi and the place or places at vshich such income or profits accrues 
or arise] for the year ending the day of 

last Were rupees [as will 

appear from the documents of which a list is presented herewith*]. 

O-— Such income and profits actually accrued and arose during a 
period of months and days ^here state the exact 

number tf months and days in v;>hich the income and profits accrued and 
arose]* 

4, During the said year your petitioner had no other income or 
profits. 

Your petitioner therefore prays that he may be assessed accordingly 
{or that he may be declared not to be chargeable under the said Act], 

(Signed) A. B. 

Form of Verification, 

y, A, A, the petitioner named in the above petition, do declare that 
what is stated therein is true to the best of my information and belief. 

(Signed) A. B. 


* These words are to be inserted if the petitioner relies on documents. 
The list, if the petitioner so wishes, may be presented in a sealed envelope* 
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ACT NO. VI. OF 1912. 

The Iidian Life Assaraece CompaDies Act, 1912. 

Passed by the Governor-General in- Council. 

Rtceivti the assent 0 / the Governor-General on the i8lh March, ipj2. 


An Act to provide for the regulation of Life Assurance Companies. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the regulation of 
life assurance companies ; It is hereby enacted as follows : — 

Preliminary . 

1 . (/) This Act may be called the Indian ■ Life Assurance 

Short title and extent. Companies Act, I912. 

(.2) It extends to the whole of British India, inclusive of British 
Baluchistan, the Santhal Parganas and the Pargana of Spiti. 

2 . In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the 

Definitions. Subject or context,— 

(/) “ actuary” means an actuary possessing such qualifications 
as may be prescribed by rules made by the Governor-General in 
Council : 

(2) “ chairman” means the person for the time being pre- 
siding over the board of directors or other governing body of a 
life assurance company : 

(y) “Court” means the principal Civil Court of original 
iurisdiction in a district, and includes the High Court in the ex- 
ercise of its ordinary original civil jurisdiction : 

“ financial year” means each period of twelve months 
at the end of which the balance of the accounts of the life assurance 
company is struck, or, if no such balance is struck, then the 
calendar year: 

(5) “ life assurance business” means the issue of, or the 
undertaking of liability under, policies of assurance upon human 
life, or the granting of annuities upon human life : 

(6) “ policy of assurance on human life" means any instru' 
ment by which the payment of money is assured on death (excepr 
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death by accident only) or the happening of any contingency 
dependent on human life, or any instrument evidencing a contract 
which is subject lo payment of premiums for a term dependent 
on human life : 

(7) “ policy-holder.’ means the person svho for the time 
being is the legal holder of tlte policy for securing the contract 
with the life assurance company : 

(S) where a company grants annuities upon human life, 
policy” includes the instrument evidencing the contract to pay 
such an annuity, and “ policy holder” includes annuitant : and 

(p) “ Registrar" means any person who may be appointed 
by the Local Government to perform the duties of the Registrar 
under this Act. 

3. Save as hereafter expressly provided, this Act shall apply 
Companies to which to all persons or bodies of persons, 

Act applies. whether corporate or unincorporate, 

(which persons and bodies of persons are hereafter referred 
to as life assurance companies) whether established before 
or after the commencement of this Act and whether established 
within or without British India, who carry on life assurance busi- 
ness within British India. 

Explanalion . — A company registered under the Indian Coni' 
panics Act,* 1883, which carries on life assurance business in any 
part of the world shall for the purposes of this section be deemed 
to be a company carrying on such business within British. India. 

Exception . — Nothing in this Act shall apply to any society to 
which the Provident Insurance Societies Act, 1912, applies,,- or 
to any Fund which the Governor General in Council may, 
by notification in the Gazette of India, exempt from the opera- 
tion of this Act. 

Deposits. 

4 . (/) Every life assurance company shall, if established 

before the commencement of this Act, 
within one year from such commenc- 
ement, or, if established after such commencement, before » 
commences to carry on the business of life assurance, ep 
and keep deposited with the Comptroller General, for an 
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behalf of the Governor General in Council, Government secu- 
rities, as defined by the Indian Securities Act,* 1886, of the face 
value of twenty-five thousand rupees or of a face value equal to 
one-third of the income derived from life assurance business 
as shown in the revenue account for the last financial year, 
whichever is greater ; and, until the company keeps deposited 
securities of the face value of two hundred thousand rupees, shall 
annually deposit and keep deposited in like manner like secu- 
rities of a face value — 

(a) equal to one-third of the income derived from life 
assurance business as shown in the revenue account 
for the last financial year, until the face value of 
the securities deposited exceeds one hundred 
thousand rupees; 

{b) and thereafter equal in amount to one-third of the 
increase to the life assurance fund as shown in 
the revenue account for the last financial year : 

Provided that a company may at any time deposit securities 
of a face value of two hundred thousand rupees or make up its 
deposit of securities to that value. 

(.2) The interest accruing due on the securities deposited 
under sub-section (/) shall be paid to the company. 

(s) The deposit may be made by the subscribers of the 
memorandum of association of a company or any of them, in the 
name of a proposed company, and, upon the incorporation of the 
company, shall be deemed to have been made by, and to be 
part of the assets of, the company, and the Registrar of Joint 
Stock Companies shall not issue a certificate of incorporation of 
the company under the Indian Companies Act,f 1882, until the 
deposit has been made. 

(.^) The deposit shall be deemed to form part of the life 
assurance fund of the company. 


Accounts and Documents, 

‘ 5 . In the case of a life assurance company transacting 

Separation of funds. 

assurance, a separate account shall be 
■kept of all receipts in respect ot the life assurance business, and 


* Act XIII. of 1886. 
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the said receipts shall be carried to and form a separate fund to be 
called the life assurance fund. 

Explanation , — Nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
require any life assurance fund to be invested in separate invest- 
menis from any other fund, but a separate balance-sheet as 
prescribed under section 7 shall be kept in respect of the life 
assurance fund. 

Exctpiion. — Nothing in this section shall apply to a life 
assurance company established before the commencement of this 
Act, by the terms of whose deed of settlement the whole of the 
profits of all the business carried on by the company are paid 
exclusively to the life policy-holders, and on the face of whose life 
policies the liability of the life assurance fund in respect of the 
other business distinctly appears. 

6 . The life assurance fund shall be as absolutely the security 
Appropriation o£ life of the life policy-holders as though it 
assurance fund. belonged to a company carrying on 

no other business than life assurance business, and shall not be 
liable for any contracts of the company for which it would not 
have been liable had the business of the company been only 
that of life assurance, and shall not be applied, directly or in- 
directly, for any purposes other than those of life assurance. 

Exception . — Nothing in this section shall affect the liability 
of the life assurance fund, in the case of a company established 
before the commencement of this Act, for contracts entered into 
by the company before such commencement. 

Accounts and balance- 7* Every life assurance company 

sheets. shall, at the expiration of each financial 

year, prepare — 

(a) a revenue account for the year in the form or forms set 
forth in the First Schedule and applicable to the^ 
class or classes of business carried on by the 
company ; 

{b) a profit and loss account in the form set forth in 
the Second Schedule, except where the company 
carries on life assurance business only and no other 
business ; 

(c) a balance-sheet or balance-sheets in the form or forms?, 
set forth in the Third Schedule ; 
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{d) a statement containing the name of every person who 
during the year was a member of the board of 
directors or other governing body or was manager'- 
or secretary or held any similar office by whatever 
name called. 

8. (/) Every life assurance company shall once in every five 
Actuarial report and years, or at buch shorter intervals as 

abstract. may be prescribed by the instrument 

constituting the company, or by its regulations or bye-laws, cause 
an investigation to be made into its financial condition, including 
a valuation of its liabilities, by an actuary, and shall cause an* 
abstract of the report of such actuary to be made in the form 
set forth in the Fourth Schedule. 

( 2 ) The provision of sub-section (/) regarding the making 
of an abstract shall also apply whenever at any other time an 
investigation into the financial condition of a life assurance com- 
pany is made with a view to the distribution of profits, or whenever 
the results of any such investigation are made public. 

9. In the case of a mutual life assurance company whose* 
ActuEri^l abstract in profits are allocated to members wholly 

case of mutual company. ot mainly by annual abatements of pre- 
mium, the abstract of the report of the actuary on the financial 
condition of the company, prepared in accordance with the 
Fourth Schedule, may, notwithstanding anything in section 8, be 
made and returned at intervals not exceeding fave years: Provided 
that, where such return is not made annually, it shall include 
particulars as to the rates of abatement of premiums applicable to 
different classes or series of assurances allowed in each year during 
the period which has elapsed since the previous return under , 
the Fourth Schedule. 

10. Every life assurance company shall, within three years- 
Statement of life as- Ifom the commencement of this Act, 

surance business. and thereafter at the date to which the 

accounts of the company are made up for the purposes of the 
investigation prescribed by section 8, prepare a statement of its 
assurance business in the form set forth in the Fifth Schedule ; 
Provided that, if the investigation is made annually by any com- 
pany, the company may prepare such a statement at any time, so 
that it be made at least once in every five years'. 
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11 . (/) Every account, balance-sheet, abstract or statement 
Deposit of accounts, hereinbefore required to be made shall 
&c^ with Governor General be printed, and four copies thereof, one 
in ouncil. q£ shall be signed by the chairman 

andjtwo directors of the company, and by the principal officer 
of the company, and if the company has a managing director by 
the managing director, shall be deposited with the Governor 
General in Council within six months in the case of accounts 
and balance-sheets required by section 7, and within one year in 
other cases after the close of the period to which the account, 
balance-sheet, abstract or statement relates : Provided that, if in 
any case it is made to appear to the Governor General in Council 
that the circumstances are such that a longer period should be 
allowed, he may extend that period by such period as .he may 
think fit. 

(2) The Governor General in Council shall consider any 
document deposited in accordance with the provisions of sub- 
section (/) and, if any such document appears to the Governor 
General is Council to be inaccurate or defective in any respect, 
the Governor General in Council may call upon the company 
to furnish a further statement correcting any such inaccuracies or 
supplying any such deficiency. 


12 . There shall be deposited with every revenue account 
_ , . and balance-sheet of a life assurance 

eposi o repor . company every report on the affairs oi 

the company submitted to the shareholders or policy-holders of the 
company in respect of the financial year to which the account 
and balance-sheet relate. 


13 . Where a life assurance company registered under the 
Exemption from certain Indian Companies Act,* 1882, in any 
provisions of Act VI. of 1882. year deposits its accounts and balance- 
sheet in accordance with the provisions of section 11, the com- 
pany may, at the same time, send to ihe Registrar of Joint Stock 
Companies a copy of such accounts and balance-sheet; and, where 
such copy is so sent, it shall not be necessary for the company to 
file a balance-sheet with the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies as 
required by section 74 of the Indian Companies Aci,* il^S2, and 
the copy of the accounts and balance-sheet so sent shall be deat 
with in all respects as if it were a balance-sheet filed in accordance 
with that section. 


• Act VI. of 1882. 
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14 . A printed copy of the accounts, balance-sheet, abstract or 
Right of shareholders, Statement iast deposited shall, on the 
&c., to copies of accounts, application of any shareholder or policy- 

holder of the company, be forwarded 
to him by the company by post or otherwise. 


15 . The accounts of every life assurance company shall 

be audited annually in such manner as 
the Governor General in Council may 
prescribe. 


Audit of accounts. 


List of shareholders. 


16 . Every life assurance company which is not registered 

under the Indian Companies Act,* 1882, 
shall keep a list of the names and 
addresses of its shareholders, and shall, on the application of 
any shareholder or policy-holder of the company, furnish to him a 
copy of such list on payment of a sum not exceeding two 
annas for every hundred words required to be copied. 


17 . Every life assurance company which is not registered 
r , under the Indian Companies Act,* 

Deed of settlement. 00 u n a: . v 

1882, shall cause a sumcieiit number 

of copies of its deed of settlement or other instrument cons- 
tituting the company to be printed, and shall, on the application 
of any shareholder or policy-holder of the company, furnish to 
him a copy of such deed of settlement or other instrument on 
payment of a sum not exceedidg one rupee. 


IS. Where any notice, advertisement or other oflScial publi- 
Publication of authorized, cation of a life assurance company 
as well as subscribed and contains a Statement of the amount 
paid-up capital. qj autlionzed capital of the com- 

pany, the publication shall also contain a statement of the amount 
of the capital which has been subscribed and the amount paid up. 


19. (/) Every life assurance company, constituted outside 
Requirements as to com- British India which establishes a place 
panics established outside of business within British India, or ap- 
British India. points an agent in British India with the 

object of obtaining life assurance business shall, within three 
months from the establishment of the place of business or the 
appointment of such agent, file with the Registrar — 


♦ Act VI. of 1882. 
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(a) a certified copy of the charter, statutes or memorandum 
and articles of the company, or other instrument 
constituting or defining the constitution of the com- 
pany, and, if the instrument is not wriiiea in the 

English language, a certified translation thereof; 

(^) a list of the directors of the company ; 

(c) the names and addresses of some one or more persons 
resident in British India authorized to accept on 
behalf of the company service of process and any 
notices required to be served on the company; 

and, in the event of any alteration being made in any such 
instrument or la the list of directors cr in the names and ad- 
dresses of such persons as aforesaid, the company shall, nithin 
such lime as the Governor General in Council may prescribe, 
file with the Registrar a notice of the alteration. 

( 2 ) Any process or notice required to be served on the com- 
pany shall be sufficiently served if addressed to any person 
whose name has been so filed as aforesaid and left at or sent by 
post to the address which has been so filed. 

(j) There shall be paid to the Registrar for registering any 
document, required by this section to be filed, a fee of five 
rupees or such smaller fee as the Governor General in Council 
may prescribe. 

Amalga7natioti or Transfer. 


20. (/) Where it is intended to amalgamate two or more life 
« , , c assurance companies, or to transfer 

the life assurance business or one com 
pany to another, the directors of any one or more of such com- 
panies may apply to the court, by petition, to sanction the proposed 
arrangement. 


( 2 ) Before any such application is made to the Court— 

(n) notice of the intention to make the application shall be 
published in the Gazette of India and in tne local 
official Gazette of the Province in which the principal 
place of business of the company is situate at 
* least two months before the application is made; 

{U) a statement of the nature of the amalgamation or 
transfer, as the case may be together 'viih ^ 
abstract containing the material facts embadie 
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- ' in the agreenient or deed under which the amal- 

; ; gamation or transfer is proposed to be effected,, 

and. copies of the actuarial or .other reports upon 
which the agreement or deed is founded, includ- 
ing a report by an independent actuary, shall, unless- 
the Court otherwise directs, be transmitted to each 
policy-holder of each company ; and 

(c) the agreement or deed under which the amalgamation 
or transfer is effected shall be open for the • ins- 
pection of the policy-holders and shareholders at the- 
offices of the companies for a period of fifteen 
days after the last publication of the notice, 

(j) 1 he Court, after hearing the directors and other persons- 
whom it considers entitled to be heard upon the petition, may 
sanction the arrangement if it is satisfied that no sufficient 
objection to the arrangement has been established. 

The Court shall not sanction the amalgamation or trans- - 
fer in any case in which it appears to the Court tnat the life ' 
policy-holders representing one-tenth or more of the total amount 
assured in any company wnich it is proposed to amalgamate, or 
in any company the business of which it is proposed to transfer, 
dissent from the amalgamation or t ransfer. 

( 5 ) No life assurance company shall amalgamate with another,, 
or transfer its business to another, unless the amalgamation or 
transfer is sanctioned by the Court in accordance with this section. 

21. Where an amalgamation takes place between any life 
Statement in case of assurance Companies, or where any 
amalgamation dr transfer. life assurance' business of one such 
company is transferred to another company, the combined 
company or the purchasing company, as the case may be, shall, 
within one month from the date of the completion of the amal- 
gamation or transfer, deposit with the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil— 

(u) certified copies of statements of the assets and liabilities 
' of the companies concerned in such amalgamation 
or transfer, together with a statement of the nature 
and terms of the amalgamation or transfer ; and 

(^) a certified copy of the agreement or deed under which- 
the amalgamation or transfer is effected ; and 
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(r) certified copies of the actuarial or other reports upon 
which that agreement or deed is founded ; and 

{d) a declaration under the hand of the chairman of each 
company, and the principal officer of each com- 
pany, that to the best of their belief every payment 
made or to be made to any person whatsoever 
on account of the amalgamation or transfer is 
therein luliy set forth, and that no other payments 
beyond those set forth have been made or are 
to be made either in money, policies, bonds, 
valuable securities or other property by or with the 
knowledge of any parties to the amalgamation or 
transfer. 


Winding up. 


22. The Court may order the winding up of a life assn- 
Special provisions as to ranee company, in accordance with 
^winding up of assurance the Indian Companies Act,* 1882 , and 
companies. provisions of that Act shall apply 

accordingly, subject, however, to the modification that the com- 
pany may be ordered to be wound up — 

(a) on the petition of ten or more policy-holders : 

Provided that such a petition shall not be presented 
, except by the leave of the Court, and leave shall 

nor be granted until a primd facte case has been 
established to the satisfaction of the Court, and 
until security for costs for such amount as the 
Court may think reasonable has been given ; ,or 

{b) on application made on behalf of the Governor General 
in Council, showing that from a consideration or 
the documents deposited with him under the pr^ 
visions of this Act it appears to him that the 
company is insolvent. 


28. (i) Where a life assurance business or any part of the 
Winding up of subsidiary life assurance business of a life a^ 
companies. rance company has been transterr 

to another company under an arrangement in .u. 

which the first- mentioned company (in this section caiie 


• Act VI. of 1882. 
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subsidiary company) or the creditors thereof has or have claims 
against the company to which such transfer was made (in this 
section called the principal company), then, if the principal com- 
pany is being wound up by or under the supervision of the court, 
ihe Court shall (subject as hereinafter mentioned) order the 
subsidiary company to be wound up in conjunction with the 
principal company, and may by the same , or any subsequent 
order appoint the same person to be liquidator for the two com- 
panies, and make provision for such other matters as may seem 
to the Court necessary, with a view to the companies being 
wound up as if they were one company. 

(2) The commencement of winding up of the principal 
company shall, save as otherwise ordered by the Court, be the 
commencement of the winding up of the subsidiary company. 

(j) In adjusting the rights and liabilities of the members of 
the several companies between themselves, the Court shall have 
regard to the constitution of the companies, and to the arrange- 
ments entered into between the companies, in the same manner 
as the Court has regard to the rights and liabilities of different 
classes of contributories in the case of the winding up of a single 
company, or as near thereto as circumstances admit. 

(.jl) Where any company alleged to be subsidiary is not in 
process of being wound up at the same time as the principal 
company to which it is subsidiary, the Court shall not direct the 
subsidiary company to be wound up unless, after hearing all 
objections (if any) that may be urged by or on behalf of the 
company against its being wound up, the Court is of opinion that 
the company is subsidiary to the principal company, and that 
the winding up of the company in conjunction with the principal 
company is just and equitable. 

(5) An application may be made in relation to the winding 
up of any subsidiary company in conjunction with a principal 
company by any creditor of, or person interested in, the piincipal 
or subsidiary company. 

(6) Where a company stands in the relation of a principal 
company to one company, 'and in the relation of a subsidiary com- 
pany to some other company, or where there are several companies 
standing in the relation of subsidiary companies to one principal 
company, the Court may deal wiih any number of such companies 
together or in separate groups as it thinks most expedient 
upon the principles laid down in this section. 
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24. Wheie a life assurance company is being wound up 
Valuation of annuities and by the Court, or subject lo the super, 
-policies. vision of the Court, or voluntarily, the 

value of a policy or of a liability under a poli cy requiring to be 
•valued in such winding up shall be estimated in manner ap- 
plicable to policies and liabilities provided by the Sixth Schedule. 


Rules of valuation. 


25. The rules in the Sixth Schedule shall be of the same 

force, and may be repealed, altered or 
amended as if they were rules made in 
pursuance of section 254 of the Indian Companies Act, I 882 ,* 
and rules may be made under that section for the purpose of 
•carrying into effect the provisions of this Act with respect to 
the winding up of life assurance companies. 


26. The Court, in the case of a life assurance company 
Power to Court to reduce ^'hich has been proved to be unable to 
contracts. pay its debts, may, if it thinks fit, reduce 

the amount of the contracts of the company upon such terms 
and subject to such conditions as it thinks just, in place of 
•making a winding-up order. 


Special Providom relaiing to Accoxmts and Documents, 

27. The Governor General in Council may direct any 
Custody and inspection of documents deposited with him under 

documents deposited with this Act, or certified copies thereof, to be 
Governor General in Council, jjgpj jj,e Registrar or by any Other 

officer appointed in this behalf, and any such documents 
and copies shall be open to inspection, and copies thereof may be 
procured by any person on payment of such fees as the Governor- 
'General in Council may direct. 

28. The Governor-General in Council shall annually 
Accounts etc., to be pub- publish in the Gazette of India and 

'lished. cause to be published in the local oui- 

clal Gazette of the Province in which the life assurance com- 
pany has its principal place of business the accounts, balance- 
sheets, abstracts, statements and other documents under this Act, 
or purporting to be under this Act, deposited with him durmg 
the preceding year, except reports on the affairs of life assu- 
rance companies submitted to the share-holders or policy- 


• Act VI. of 1882. 
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holders thereof, and may append to such accounts, balance- 
sheets, abstracts, statements or other documents any note of 
the Governor-General in Council thereon, and any corres- 
pondence in relation thereto. 


29. Every document deposited under this Act with the 
^ , , , Governor-General in Council, and certi- 

Evidence of documents. Registrar or by any persoQ 

appointed in that behalf by the Governor-General in Council to be 
a document so deposited, shall be deemed to be a document so 
deposited. 


80. Every document purporting to be certified by the Regis- 
Evidenceof copies of docu- trar, or by any person appointed in that 
ments. behalf by the Governor- General in 

Council, to be a copy of a document so deposited, shall be deemed 
to be a copy of that document, and shall be received in evidence 
as if it were the original document unless some variation between 
it and the original document be proved. 


31. Tne Governor-General in' Council may, on the appli- 
. , . . , cation or with the consent of a life 

teration 0 orms. assurance company, alter the forms 

contained in the Schedules to this Act as respects that company, 
for the purpose of adapting them to the circumstances of that 
company. 


Companies carrying on business in the United Kingdom. 


32, (/) An assurance company which carries on life assu- 
rance business in the United Kingdom 
in accordance with the Assurance Com- 
panies Act,* 1909 , may, if carrying on 
life assurance business in British India 
before the commencement of this Act, 


Certain companies may 
apply ^to be declared com- 
panies which carry on life 
assurance business in the 
United Kingdom. 


within three months of such commencement, or, in any other case, 
before it commences to carry on life assurance business in British 
India, apply to the Governor-General in Council for a declaration 
that it so carries on such business in the United Kingdom. 


( 2 ) A company applying under the provisions of sub- 
section (/) shall furnish, at the time of its application or at such 
further time as the Governor- General in Council may prescribe. 


* g Edw. VII , cap. 49. 
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such evidence as he may direct of the facts alleged in its appli* 
cation. 

(3) Where the Governor-General in Council is satisfied that 
a life assurance company applying as aforesaid is a life assurance 
company which carries on business in the United Kingdom in 
accordance with the Assurance Companies Act,* 1909, he shall, 
by notification in the Gazette of India, make a declaration to 
that effect, and shall cause such notification to be repuolished in 
the local official Gazette of ttie Province wliete the Company has or 
proposes to have its principal place of business. 

33. Where the Governor-General in Council has notified a 
Application of the Act to declaration in accordance with the 
Hf“SLS“'busS Ta provisions of section 3 a in respect of 
tbo United Kingdom. a life assurance company, nothing in sec- 

tion 4, section 5, sections 7 to 12, sections 15, 20, 21 or 37 shall 
apply to the company : 

Provided that — 

(/) the company shall deposit with the Governor- General 
in Council, in the manner prescribed in section 11, 
copies of every account balance-sheet, abstract, state- 
ment or other document which the company is 
required by the Assurance Companies Act,* i 9 C 9 » 
to deposit at the Board of Trade; 

(a) if, at any time, a company in respect of which a decla- 
ration has been notified under section 32 ceases to 
carry on life assurance business in the Unileil 
Kingdom in accordance with the provisions of th® 
Assurance Companies Act, 1909, it shall; if 
continues to carry on life assurance business in 
British India, be subject to all the provisions of this 
Act from the date it ceased to carry on such business 
in the United Kingdom in accordance with the 
said Act. 


Pi 7 iallm and Procedure, 

34. Any life assurance company which makes default in 
for non-compli- complying with any requNemen^^ 


Penalty 
ance with Act. 


of this Act, and every director, manager 


9 Edw. VI L, cap. 49. 
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or secretary, or other officer or agent of the company who is know- 
ingly a party to the default, shall be punishable with fine which 
may extend to one thousand rupees, or, in the case of a continuing' 
default, with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees for 
every day during which the default continues; and, if default 
continues for a period of three months after notice of default by 
the Governor-General in Council (which notice shall be published 
in one or more newspapers as the Governor-General in Council 
may, upon the application of one or more policy- holders or share- ' 
holders, direct), the default shall be a ground on which the Court' 
may order the winding up of the company, in accordance with the 
Indian Companies Act,'*^ 1882. 

35. If any account, balance-sheet, abstract, statement or other. 

Penalty for falsifying document required by this Act is false 

statements, etc. in any particular to the knowledge of any' 

person who signs it, such person shall be punishable with im- ' 
prisonment for a term which may extend to two years,- or with 
fine, or with both. 

36 . No Court inferior to that of a Presidency Magistrate or a 

Cog.i,.„c= oS office,. Magistrate of the first class shall try 

any offence against this Act. 

Miscellaneous. 

37. (r) The Governor-General in Council may appoint one 

Appointment of inspectors. °^ore inspectors to examine into the 
, , - , affairs of anylife assurance comnanv and 

to report thereon in such manner as- he may direct 

(i) in- the case of a life assurance company which is not 
registered under the Indian Companies Act* 1882 
upon the application — • ’ ’ 

(a) of shareholders being in number not less than one- ■ 
ncth of trie whole number of persons for the 
time being entered on the list of shareholders kept 
in accordance with the provisions of section 16 • 
or ^ 

{0) of twenty or more policy-holders owning poiicies nf 
an aggregate value of not less than twenty 
thousand rupees; 


* Act VI. of 1882. ' — 

Act VI., 1912, — 2, 



1 8 INDUS’ LIFE ASSURANCE COMFANIES ACT. [Act VI.- 

(ii) in any case where a life assurance company has failed 
to furnish a further statement when required to do 
so under the provisions of section ir, sub-section 
(2), or where the Governor-General in Council 
is of opinion that any such further statement is 
insufficient or unsatisfactory. 

(3) On an appointment being made under sub-section (/) the 
provisions of section 84 of the Indian Companies Act,* 1882, 
shall apply to the examination made by such inspectors. 

38 . Any notice or other document which is by this Act 

required to be sent to any policy-holder 
Service of notices. addressed and sent to the person 

to whom notices respecting such policy are usually sent, and any 
notice so addressed and sent shall be deemed and taken to be 
notice to the holder of such policy : 

Provided that where any person claiming to be interested in 
a policy has given to the company notice in writing of his 
interest, any notice which is by this Act required to be sent to 
policy-holders shall also be sent to such person at the address 
specified by him in his notice. 


Powers to make rules. 


39. (/) The Governor-General in 
Council may make rules to carry out 
the purposes of this Act. 


(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of 
the foregoing power, such rules may — 


(a) prescribe the qualifications to be possessed by actuaries, 
auditors and inspectors under this Act, and the 
manner in which the accounts of life assurance com- 
panies shall be audited ; 

ib) prescribe the time within and the form in which notice 
of alteration of the particulars specified in section 
19 of the Act shall be filed with the Registrar; 

(c) subject to the provisions of this Act, prescribe the fee® 
payable thereunder. 

(j) All rules made under this Act shall be published m 
the Gazette of India, and on such publication, shall have ette 
if enacted in this Act. 
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46. The Governor-General in Council may, by notification 
Power of Governor-Gene- j'n the Gazette of India, and subject to 
tal in Council to delegate to conditions atid restrictions as he 

powers conferred by this Act# thinks fit| delegate tO duy L 0 C<il GoVCfU-^ 

ment all or any of the powers (other than the power to make rules 
under section 39) conferred on him by this Act. 

41 . The Governor-General in Council may, by notification 
Power of. Governor-Gene- m the Gazette of India, and Subject to 

rai in Council to exempt such restrictions and condUions as he 
from the provisions of the thinks fit, exempt any life assurance com- 

pany from all or any of the provisions 
of this Act. 

42 . la section 131 of the Indian Companies Act,* 1882, 

Amendment of Act VI. 1S82, the words ftom “In the case of a life 
section 131. assurance company " to “ unable to pay 

its defats ” are hereby repealed . 

* Act VI. of 1882. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE. ‘ 

(-SV(? uciion 7.) 

Revenue accounts op the pok the year ending 

(A) — Life Assurance Account. 



Rs, 


Amount of life assurance fund 
at the beginning of the year. 


Fremiunui 


Consideration for annuities 
granted* (see Note i). 


Dividends payable on 19 
for the year ending 19 
(This is only to be stated here 
by companies not supplying a 
Profit and Loss account). 

Claims under policies paid and 
outstanding — 

By death } 

By maturity ... 

Surrenders, including surrenders 
of bonus additions, 

Annuiticb 

Bonuses in cash * 

Bonuses in reduction of premiums 
Expenses of management: — 

Commission 

Agents’ and Canvassers* al- 
lowances. 

Salaries, etc. (other than to 
Agents and Canvassers). 
Travelling expenses... 

Directors’ fees — ••• 

Auditors’ fees 

Medical fees ... 


* Note i, — Companies having a separate annuity fund with 

ments separate from those of the life assurance fun 

lo return the particulars of their annuity business in ^ 

separate statement, in Form B of thisSchedule. ^ 
Note a. — Items in this account to be net amounts after deduction 
the amounts paid and received in respect of re*assu 
ranees of the company’i> risks. 

Note 3.— If any sum has been deducted from the expenses 

ment account, and taken credit for in the , 

sheet as an asset, the sura so deducted to be separatei/ 
shown in the above account, 
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Interests, dividends and 
rents. 

Less income-tax thereon ... 


Other receipts (accounts to be 
specified). 

••• 


Rents for, offices belong- 
ing to and occupied by 
the company. 

Rents oi other offices occu- 
pied by the company. 

Law charges 
Advertising 

Printing and stationery 
Other expenses of man- 
agement (accounts to 
be specified). 

Other payments (accounts 
to be specified). 

Amount of life assurance 
fund at the end of the year, 
as per Third Schedule. 

Rs. ••• 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE--CC 3 «f*n«<;(/.) 


Rs. 


Rs. 


Rs. 


(j 5 ) Revenue Account applicable to annuity business o£ those com*^ 
panics having a separate annuity fund, the investments of 
which are kept separate trom those of the life assurance fund. 




Rs. 


Rs. 

Amount of annuity fund at the 


Annuities 


beginning of the year. 



Surrenders 


Consideration for annuities granted 


Expenses of management : — 





Commission 



Rs. 


! Other expenses (to be 


Interest, dividends and 



specified) 1 


rents. 





Less income tax thereon ••• 



Other payments (accounts 





to be specified). 


Other receipts* 



Amount of annuity fund at 





the end of the year as per 


— » - . _ . 



Balance-sheet, 







Rs. 



Rs. 



Notb. — Items . in this account to be net amounts filter deduction of the 
amounts paid and received in respect of re-assurances of 
the company's risks. ■ ' 
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THE FIEST SCHEDULE~(w«*««^^.) 

[(C) General Revenue Account applicable to all classes of 
business other than life assurance and annuity transactions. 


Rs. 


Rs. 


Amount of funds at the beginning 
of the year. 


Claims less re-assurances 
(accounts to be specified). 


Premiums (accounts to be specified) 


Expenses of management 


InterestSi dividends and 
rents. 

Less income tax thereon 



Commission 


Other expenses (to be 
specified.) 


Losses (accounts to be speci- 
fied) 


Profits (accounts to be specified),.. 


Other payments (accounts 
to be specified.) 


Other receipts (to be specified) ... 


Amount of funds at the end 
of the year as per Balance- 
sheet, 


Rs. 


Rs. 



Noth i.— A ll the items in the above. account to be exclusive ofWe 
assurance and annuity transactions. - 

Note 2. — Items in this account to be net amounts re- 

el the amounts paid and received m respecc u 
assurances of the company's risks. 
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(D)^StatQmeDt to be submitted along with the Revenue Account 
by all life assurance companies. . , , , . / 


Class of Policy. 

Total new life assur- 
ances COMPLETED IN 

India during the 

YEAR 19 * 

Portion thereof 

REASSURED. 


Sum 

Assured. 

Annual 

Premi- 

um* 

Single 

Premi- 

um. 

Sum 

Assured. 

Annual 

Premi- 

um. 

Single 

Premi-^ 

um. 

... 1 

Whole life by limited 
payments. 

Endowment assurances 
Pure endowments 

Term assurances 

Other classes 

Rs. 


Rs* 

1 

1 Rs. 

i 

Rs. 

1 

Rs. 

Total 

■I 

■i 

■ 



.. .. , .... .o 


State also * 

New annuities (state number and annual amount). 

Total suras assured and bonuses (less reassurances) remaining in 
force at end of year 19 on lives of residents in India. 

Number and amount of annuities (less reassurances) remaining in 
force at end of year 19 on lives of residents in India. 

Largest sum for which the company has granted an assurance on any 
one hfe during the year, after deduction of any portion reassured. 

Statement of the total investments in India of the life assurance and 
annuity funds* 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE. 

(SVtf sidion 7.) 


PaOFlT AND LOSS ACCOUNT OP THE FOR THE YEiVR ENDING I9 . 




Rs. 


Rs. 

Balance of la^t vear’i account 


Dividends and bonuses to 



' 


share*holders payable 



Rs. 


on 19 i for the 

year ending 19 


Interest and dividends not 





carried to other accounts,.. 



Expenses not charged to 





other accounts* 


Less income-tax thereon 

1 


Loss realised (accounts to 





be specifiedj. 


Profit realized (accounts 

to be 

1 

Other payments (accounts 


specified). 



to be specified). 


Other receipts (accounts 

to be 


Balance as per Third 


specified). 



bchedule ■«* 


Rs. 

• • * 


Rs. ... 
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THE THIRD SCHEDULE. 
(*S^^ section 7 .) 


(A) Balance-sheet. 


.OF THE. 


.ON THE. 


LIABILITIES. Rs. 

Life assurance fund—* 

Outstanding liabilities, 
of life assurance fund. 


Annuity fund (if any) as per 
separate balance-sheet. 
Outstanding liabilities 
of annuity fund. 


Shareholders^ capital paid 
up (if any) 


Profit and Loss account (if 
any) 

Funds contained in Gene- 
ral Revenue Account (if 
any) [Schedule 1 (c).] 


Other sums owing by the 
Company. 

(Accounts to be specified 
and stated separately 
under each class of busi- 
ness). 


ASSETS. 

Assets of life assurance fund 
as per separate balance- 
sheet (if any). 

I Assets of annuity fund as 
I per separate balance-sheet 
(if any). 

Assets of funds other than 
those shown in the above 
mentioned balance-sheets. 
Mortgages on property 
within India. 

Do. do. out of 

India. 

Loans on public rates 

Do. life interests and 
reversions. 

Do. stocks and shares 
Do. company's policies 
within their sur- 
render values. 

Do. personal security 

Investments — 

Deposit with the Comp- 
troller General (secu- 
rities to be 
specified). 

Indian Government securities 
British and Colonial Govern- 
ment securities. 

Foreign Government securities 
Indian Municipal and Provin- 
cial securities. 

British and Colonial and Pro- 
vincial securities. 

Foreign and Provincial se- 
curities. 

Bonds, Debentures, stocks and 
other securities whereon 
interest is guaranteed by the 
Indian Government. 
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LIABILITIES. 


Rs. 


ASSETS. 


Rs. 


Bonds, debentures, stocks and 
other securities whereon 
interest is guaranteed by 
the British cr any Colonial 
Government. 


Bonds, debentures, stocks and 
other securities whereon 
interest Is guaranteed by 
any Foreign Government. 

Ordinary stocks and shares 
of any Indian Presidency 
Bank, 

Debentures of any Railway In 
India. 

Debentures of any Railway 
out of India. 

Preference or guaranteed 
shares of any Railway in 
India. 

Preference or guaranteed ; 
shares of any Railway out j 
of India. 

Ordinary stocks and shares of 
any Railway in India, 

Ordinary stocks and shares of 
any Railway out of India, 

House property in India. 

House property out of India. 

Freehold and leasehold ground 
rents and rent charges m 
India. 

Life interests and reversions 
in India. 
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LIABILITIES. . 


Rs. 


ASSETS. 


Rs. 


Life interests and reversions 
out of India. 

Other investments in India 
(to be specified). 

Other investments out of 
India (to be specified). 
Agents' balances ... 

Outstanding premiums*.,. 



Do. interests, dividends 
and rents.* 

Interest accrued but not payable 

Bills receivable 

Cash 

On deposit ... ... 

In hand and on current account 
Other assets (to be specified) ... 


Rs. 


* These items are or have been included in the corresponding 
items in the First Schedule. 

Noth 1. — When part of the assets of the company are specifically 
' deposited under local laws, in various places out of 
India, as security to holders of life assurance policies 
there issued, each such place and the amount compul- 
sorily lodged therein must be specified. 

Note 2. — The balance-sheet must state how the values of the Stock 
Exchange securities are arrived at, and on the occasions 
when a statement respecting valuation under the Fourth 
Schedule is made a certificate must be appended, signed 
by the same persons as signed the balance-sheet, to the 
effect that in their belief the assets set forth in the 
balance-sheet are in the aggregate fully of the value 
stated therein, less any investment reserve fund taken 
into account. 

Noth 3,*— Companies having investments with any uncalled liabili ty 
^ ' shall state separately the full amount thereof. 

Noth 4. — Particulars must be given of all loans, including temporary 
advances, except loans on policies within their surrender 
values, made at any time during the year to any director 
or officer of a company or to any other company in which 
any of the said directors or officers may hold the posi- 
tion either of director or of officer. 
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THE THIRD SCHEDULE-(^i?«//«a^i.) 

(B) Balance-sheet of the Life Assurance Fund.. on 

— 19 j TO BE COMPLETED BY COMPANIES 

DOING BUSINESS OTHER THAN LiFE ASSURANCE FOR WHICH THEY 

have separate funds. 
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LIABILITIES. 




Rs. 


ASSETS. 


Rs. 


Bonds^ debentures, stocks and 
other securities whereon 
interest is guaranteed by 
the British or any Colonial 


Government 

Bonds, debentures, stocks and 
other securities whereon 
interest is guaranteed by 
any Foreign Government. 

Ordinary stocks and shares of 
any Indian Presidency Bank. 

Debentures of any Railway 
in India.. 

Debentures of any Railway 
out of India. 

Preference or guaranteed 
shares of any Railway in 
India. 

Preference or guaranteed 
shares of any Railway out 
of India. 

Ordinary stocks and shares 
of any Railu^ay in India. 

Ordinary stocks and shares 
of any Railway out of India. 

House properly in India. 

Do. do. out of India. 


Freehold and leasehold ground 
rents and rent-charges in 
India, 

y 

Life interests and reversions 
in India. 

Life interests and reversions 
out of India. 


Other investments in India 
(to be specified). 

Other Investments out of India 
(to be specified). 

Agents^ balances 
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LIABILITIES. 

Rs. 

ASSETS. 

Rs. 


1 

i 

Outstanding premiums* 

Do. interests, dividends 

and rents.* 

Interest accrued but not payable* ' 

Bills receivable 

Cash : — 

On deposit * 

In hand and on current ac- 
1 count. 

Other assets (to be specified) ... 


Rs. 





* These items are or have been included in the corresponding items in 
the First Schedule, 

Note i. — When part of the assets of the company are specifically 
deposited under local laws, in various places out of India, 
as security to holders of life assurance policies there issued, 
each such place and the amount compulsorily lodged there- 
in must be specified. 

Note 2. — A balance-sheet in the above form must be rendered in res- 
pect of the annuity fund if the investments of that fund are 
distinct from those of the life assurance fund. 

Note 3* — The balance-sheet must state how the values of the Stdck 
Exchange securities are arrived at, and on the occasions 
when a statement respecting valuation under the Fourth 
Schedule is made, a certificate must be appended, signed 
by the same persons as signed the balance-sheet, to the 
effect that in their belief the assets set forth in the balance- 
sheet are in the aggregate fully of the value stated therein, 
less any investment reserve fund taken into account. 

Note 4 .— -A certificate must be appended hereto, signed by 

persons as signed the balance-sheet (Form A), and by the 
auditor, to the effect that no part of any such fund has been 
applied, directly or indirectly, for any purpose other than 
the class of business to which it is applicable. 

Note 5. — Companies having investments with any uncalled habi i y 
shall state separately the full am ount thereof. 

Note 6 . — Particulars must be given of all loans, including e 
porary advances, except loans on policies within 
surrender values, made at any time during the 
any director or officer of a company, or to ^^^y^ 
company in which any of the said directors ^ ^ 
may hold the position either of director or of officer. 
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THE FOURTH SCHEDULE. 

{See sections 8 and 9.) 

Statement respecting the valuation of the liabilities under 

LIFE policies AND ANNUITIES OF THE , TO BE 

MADE AND SIGNED BY THE ACTUARY. 

(The answers should be numbered to accord with the 
numbers of the corresponding questions.) 

1. The date up to which the valuation is made. 

2. The general principles adopted in the valuation, and the, 
method followed in the valuation of particular classes of assurancess 
including a statement of the method by which the net premiumd 
have been arrived at, and whether these principles were determines 
by the instrument constituting the company or by its regulation, 
or bye-laws, or how otherwise ; together with a statement of the 
manner in which policies on under average lives are dealt with. 

3. The table or tables of mortality used in the valuation. 
In cases where the tables employed are not published, specimen 
policy values are to be given, at the rate of interest employed 
in the valuation, in respect of whole-life assurance policies effected 
at the respective ages of 20, 30, 40 and 50, and having been 
respectively in force for 5 years, 10 years, and upwards at intervals 
of five years, respectively; with similar specimen policy values 
in respect' of endowment assurance policies, according to age at 
entry, original term of policy and duration. 

4. The rate or rates of interest assumed in the calculations. 

>5. Tne actual proportion of the annual premium income (if 
any), reserved as a provision for future expenses and profits, 
separately specified in respect of assurances with immediate profits, 
with deferred profits, and without profits. (If none, state how this 
provision is made.) 

6. The consolidated revenue-account since the last valuation, 
or, in case of a company which has made no valuation, since the 
commencement of the business. (This return should be made in 
the form annexed. No return under this heading will be required 
where a statement under this schdule is deposited annually.) 

7. The liabilities of 'the company under life policies and 
annuities at the date of the valuation, showing the number of 
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policies, the amount assured and the amount of premiums payable 
annually under each class of policies, both with and without parti- 
cipation in profits; and also the net liabilities and assets of the 
company with the amount of surplus or deficiency. (These returns 
to be made in the forms annexed.) 

8. The principles upon which the distribution of profits among 
the share holders and policy- hoiders is made, and whether these 
principles were determined by the instrument constituting the 
company or by its regulations or bye-laws, or how otherwise, and 
the number of years’ premiums to be paid before a bonus (a) is 
allotted, and (^) vests. 

9. The results of the valuation, showing — 

(1) the total amount of profit made by the company, 
allocated as follows : — 

(a) among the policy-holders with immediate participation, 
and the number and amount of the policies which 
participated ; 

(^) among policy-holders with deferred participation, and 
the number and amount of the policies which 
participated ; 

(f) among the share holders ; 

(df) CO reserve funds, or other accounts ; 

(tf) carried forward unappropriated ; 

(2) specimens of bonuses allotted to whole life assurance 

policies for Rs. 1,000 efiected at the respective ages 
of 20, 30, 40 and 50, and having been respectively 
in force for 5 years, 10 years, and upwards at inter- 
vals of 5 years respectively, together with th® 
amounts apportioned under the various modes m 
which the bonus might be received ; with similar 
specimen bonuses and particulars in respect of en- 
dowment assurance policies, according to age a 
enliy, original term of policy, and duration. 
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(Form referred to under Heading No. 6 in Fourth Schedule.) 

Comolidaied Revenue Account of the for yean 

commencing ,<ind ending, 




Rs. 



Rs. 

Amount of life-assurance fund at 


Claims under policies paid 


the beginning of the period 

• • • 


and outstanding;-— 

Rs. 


Premiums .*• ••• 



By death 



Consideration of annuities igran ted 


By maturity 




Rs. 


— 



Interest, dividends and rents 



Surrenders ... ••• 

••• 


Less income-tax thereon 



Annuities 

« • • 


— 



Bonuses in cash 

... 


Dtber receipts (accounts to 

be 


„ „ reduction of 

pre- 


specified) .... 

• • ■ 

j 

miums 

... 





Commission... 

... 





Expenses of management ... I 





Other payments (accounts 





to be specified) 

... 





Amount of life assurance 





fund at the end of 

the 





period as per Third 






Schedule 

... 

* 

Rs. 



Rs. 

• • • 



Note.— U any sum has been deducted from the expenses of 
management account and taken credit for in the balance-sheet as an asset 
the sum so deducted to be separately shown in i,]\e above statement. * 

Act VI., 1912.— 3, 
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(Form keparrkd to under Hraoin:? N i. 7 in Fourpu SciigoutB,) 

Summary and valuation of the poiicies of the m 

61 at . 


Fahticuukrs of the 

J'OUICIES FOH VAtUATlONi 


Q 

cu 


S 




tr’ 


B 



s 

c 


V 

£ 

u 




fc-. 

IT 


rs 

V 

e: 


V 

0 




£ 

to 

C 

2 


VAI.UATIOK, 


Value by the 
interest per 


Tables 

cent# 


Hi 


r , SW 

SJ 

y H 
o"- 


rt S 

« S 
>*3 

2 


ASSURANCES. 

f , — irith immidhti: partiap.utou 
m prajiis. 

For whole term of life 
Other clabSCH (to be spccifictl} 
Extra premiums payable 


n. 


-/Hlh deferred patiitip.^Uon 
profits* 


For whole term of life 

Otiicr classes (to be specified; 

Extra premiums payable 

Total assurances with profits 

Ul ,— participation 
in pni/its* 

For whole term of life 
Other classes {to be specihed) 

Extra premiums 

Total assurances without profits 

Total assurances 

Deduct re-assurances (to be spe- 
cified according to class in a 
separate statement). 

Net amount of assurances 
Adjustments, if any (to be sepa- 
rately specified) ... 

ANNUITIES ON LIVES. 

Immediate ... 

Other classes (to be specified) 

Total of the results *t« I 
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(Form referred to under Heading No. 7 in Fourth Schedule.) 
Valtialioii Balance- Shx it of as at /p 


Dr. 

Rs. 

To net liability under 
life assurance and 
annuity transactions 
(as per summary state- 
ment provided in 
Fourth Schedule). 


To surplus, if any 


Cr- 

Rs, 

By life assurance and 
annuity funds (as per 
Balance-sheet under 
Third Schedule). 


By deficiency, if any 


Note I,— The term extra premium** m thib Act t.han be taken to mean the 

charge for any risk not proviacd for in the minimum contract premium. 
If pohcies are ibsued in or for any country at rates of premium 
deduced from tablesothcr than the Kuropcan moKaiii\ tabicii adopted 
by the company, separate schedules similar in form to the above must 
be furnished. 


Note 3.— Separate returns and valuation results must be furnished in respect of 
classes of policies valued by dilTurent tables of mortality, or at diilereiit 
rates of interest, also for business at other than European rates. 

Note 3.— In cases also where separate valuations of any portion of the business 
are required under local lawb in places outbidc British India, a. 
summary statement must be furnished in respect of the bustnebs so 
valued in each such place shovving the total number of policies, 
the total sums assured and bonuses, the total oflicc vearly premiums 
and the total net liability on the bases as to mortality and interest 
adopted in each sticli place, with a statement as to such bases 
respectively. 
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THE FIFTH SCHEDULE, 

(Ste ucHon to.') 

SlATBMENX OF THE LlFE ASSURANCE AND ANNUITY BUSJNKSS OF 
XHK ON THE 1 9 , to 

BE SIGNED BY THE ACTUARY. 


(The answers should be numbered to accord with the 
numbers of the corresponding questions. Statements of re- 
assurances corresponding to the statements in respect of assur- 
ances are to be given throughout.) Separate statements are to be 
furnished in the replies to all the headings under tins Schedule for 
business at other than European rates. 

I. The published table or tables of premiums for assurances 
for the whole term of life and for endowment assurances which are 
in use at the date above-mentioned. 


2. The total amount assured on lives for the whole term of 
Jjfe which are in existence at the date above-mentioned, distinguisbiog 
the portions assured with immediate profits, with deferred profits, 
and without profits, staling separately the total reversionary bonuses 
and specifying the sums assured for each year of life from tbe 
youngest to the oldest ages, the basis of division as to immediate 
and deferred profits being stated. 


3. The amount of premiums receivable annually for each year 
of life, after deducting the abatements made by the application of 
bonuses in respect of the respective assurances mentioned under 
Heading No. 2, distinguishing ordinary from extra premiums. A 
separate statement is to be given of premiums payable for a 
limited numoer of years, classified according to the number ot 
years' payments remaining to be made. 


4. The total amount assured under endowment assurances, 
specilying sums assured and office premiums separately in respect 
of each year in which such assurances will mature for payment- 
'The reversionary bonuses must also be separately specified, and the 
sums assured with immediate profits, with deferred profits, ani 
without profits separately returned. 

5. The total amount assured under classes of assurance 
business, other than assurances dealt with under questions 2 an 
4, distinguishing the sums assured under each class and statiog 
separately the amount assured with immediate profits, with deierre 
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profits, and without profits, and the total amount of reversionary 
bonusest 

6. The amount of premiums receivable annually in respect 
of each such special class of assurances mentioned under Heading 
No. 5, distinguishing ordinary from extra premiums. 

7. The total amount of premiums which has been received 
from the commencement upon pure endowment policies which 
are in force at the date above-mentioned. 

8. The total amount of immediate annuities on lives, dis- 
tinguishing the amounts for eacn year of life, and distinguishing 
male and female lives. 

9. The amount of all annuities on lives other than those 
specified under Heading No. 8, distinguishing the amount of 
annuities payable under each class, and the amount of premiums 
annually receivable. 

10. The average rate of interest yielded by tl.e assets, 
wheth er invested or uninvested, constiiuting the life assurance fund 
of the company, calculated upon the mean fund of each year 
during ihe period since the last investigation, without deduction of 
income-tax. 

It must be stated wnether or not the mean fund upon which 
the arveage rate of inteiest is calculated includes reversionary 
investments. 

11. A table of minimum values, if any, allowed for the 
sui render of policies for the whole term of life and for endowments 
and endowment assurances, or a statement of the method 
pursued in calculating such suriender values, with instances of the 
applicatio n of such method to policies of different standing and 
taken out at various in eival ages from the youngest to the oldest. 
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THE SIXTH SCHEDULE. 

(See secimis 24 and 25.) 

Rules for valuing Annuities, Life Policies and LiABimiEs. 

Rtde. for valuing an annuity. 

An annuity shall be valued according to the tables used by 
the company which granted such annuity at the time of granting 
the same, and, where such tables cannot be ascertained or 
adopted to the satisfaction of the Court, then according to such rate 
of interest and table of mcrtality as the Court may direct. 

KkU for valuing a policy. 

The value of the policy is to be the difference between the 
present value of the reversion in the sum assured according to the 
contingency upon which it is payable, icluding any bonus or 
addition thereto made before the co ramenceraent of the winding 
up, and the present value of the future annual premiums. 

In calculating such present values interest is to be assumed 
at such rate, and the rate of mortality according to such tables, as 
the Court may direct. 

The premium to be calculated is to be such premium as 
according to said rate of interest and rate of mortality is sufficient 
to provide for the risk incurred by the cffice in issuing the policy} 
exclusive of any addition thereto for cffice expenses and other 
charges. 

Kuh for valuing a liabiliiy. 

Tiie liquidator, in the case of all persons appearing by the 
books of the company to be entitled to or interested in 
granted by such company, is to ascertain the value of the liability 
of the company to each such person, and give notice of such value 
10 such persons in such manner as the Court may direct, and 
any person to whom notice is so given shall be bound by the value 
so ascertained unless he gives notice of his intention to dispute 
such value in manner and within a time to be prescribed by a rule 
or order of the Court. 
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ACT NO. IV. OF 1912 . 

The Indian Lnnacy Act, 1912. 

Passed by the Governor General in Council. 

Received the assent of the Governor General on the i6th ’ 
March igi 2 . 


An Act to consolidate and amend the law relatmg to Lunacy. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to lunacy; it is hereby enacted as follows: — 

PART I. 

PREUMINARY. 


Short title and extent. 


CHAPTER I. 

1 . (/) This Act may be called the 
Indian Lunacy Act, 1913. < 


(2) It extends to the whole of British India, including British 
Baluchistan, the Santhal Parganas, and the Pargana oi Spiti. 


2 . Nothing contained in Part II. shall be deemed to affect 
g . the powers of any High Court which 

is or hereafter may be established under 
the Indian High Courts Acts,* 1861 to 1911, over any person 
found to be a lunatic by inquisition or over the property of such 
lunatic, or the rights of any person appointed by such Courts as 
guardian of the person or manager of the estate of such lunatic. 


Definitions. 


3. In this Act, unless there is any- 
thing repugnant in the subject or 
context, — 


(i) “ asylum" means an asylum for lunatics established or 
licensed by Government ; 


* 24 & 25 Viet., c. too, to 1 & a Geo. Si c. 18. 
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(^) “ cost of maintenance” in an asylum includes the cost of 
lodging, maintenance, clothing, medicine and care of a lunatic and 
any expenditure incurred in removing such lunatic to and from an 
asylum : 

(j) “District Court” means the principal Civil Court of ori- 
ginal jurisdiction in any area outside the local limits for the time 
being of the Presidency-towns : 

(^) “ criminal lunatic” means any person for whose confine- 
ment in, or removal to an asylum, jail or other place of safe 
custody an order has been made in accordance with the provisions 
of section 466 or section 471 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,* 
i8g8, or of section 30 of the Prisoners Act.f igoo: 

(5) “lunatic” means an idiot or person of unsound mind: 

(d) “ Magistrate” means a Presidency Magistrate, District 
Magistrate, Sub-Divisional Magistrate or a Magistrate of the first 
class specially empowered by the Local Government to perform 
the functions of a Magistrate under this Act : 

(7) “ medical officer” means a gazetted medical officer of 
Government, and includes a medical practitioner declared by 
general or special order of the Local Government to be a medical 
officer for the purposes of this Act : 

{ 8 ) “ medical practitioner” means a holder of a qualification 
to practise medicine and surgery which can be registered in the 
United Kingdom in accordance with the law for the time being 
in force for the registration of medical practitioners, and includes 
any person declared by general or special order of the Local 
Government to be a medical practitioner for the purposes of thi* 
Act: 

(9) “ prescribed" means prescribed by this Act or by rule 
made there-under : 

(/o) “reception order” means an order made under the 
provisions of this Act for the reception into an asylum of a lunatic 
other than a lunatic so found by inquisition : 

(//) “ relative” includes any person related by blood, mar- 
riage or adoption : and 

(fS) “ rule” means a rule made under this Act. 


* Act V. of 1898. 


t Act III. of 1900. 
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PART II. 

RECEPTION, CARE AND TREATMENT 
OF LUNATICS. 

CHAPTER 11 . 

Reception of. Lunatics. 

4 . ( /) No person other than a criminal lunatic or a lunatic 
Reception of persons in SO found by inquisition shall be received 

asylum. or detained in an asylum without a re- 

ception order save as provided by sections 8, 16 and 98 : 

Provided that any person in charge of an asylum may, with the 
consent of two of the visitors of such asylum, which consent shall 
not be given except upon a written application from the intending 
boarder, receive and lodge as a boarder in such asylum any 
person who is desirous of submitting himself to treatment. 

(2) A boarder received in an asylum under the proviso to 
sub-section (/) shall not be detained in the asylum for more than 
twenty-four hours after he has given to the person m charge of the 
asylum notice in writing of his desire to leave such asylum. 

Rtception Orders on peltiion. 

5 . (/) An application for a reception order shall be made 
Application for reception ^y petition accoKipanied by a statement 

ofder. ^ of particulars to the Magistrate within 

the local limits of whose jurisdiction the alleged lunatic ordinarily 
resides, shall be in the form prescribed and shall be supported by 
two medical certificates on separate sheets of paper, one of which 
certificates shall be from a medical ofificer. 

(2) If either of the medical certificates is signed by any rela - 
five, partner or assistant of the lunatic or of the petitioner, the 
petition shall state the fact, and, where the person signing is a 
relative, the exact manner in which he is related to the lunatic or 
petitioner. 

(j) The petition shall also state whether any previous applic- 
ation has been presented for an inquiry into the mental capacity 
of the alleged lunatic in any Court ; and if such application has 
been made, a certified copy of the order made thereon shall be 
attached to the petition. 
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(^) No application for a reception order shall be entertained 
in any area outside tire Presidency-towns unless the Local Govern- 
ment has, by notification in the local official Gazette, declared such 
area as an area in which reception orders may be made. 

Applicatiott by whom to be 6* (^) petition shall be presen- 

prescatcd. if possible, by — 

(a) the husband or svife of the alleged lunatic, or 

(if) by any other relative of his. 

(ji) If llie petition is not so presented, it shall contain a state- 
ment of the reasons why it is not so presented, and of the connec- 
tion of the petitioner with the alleged lunatic, and the circumstances 
under whicti he presents the petition. 

(S) No person shall present a petition unless he has attained 
ffie age of majority as determined by the law to which he is subject, 
and has, within fourteen days before the presentation of the petition, 
personally seen the said lunatic. 

(^) The petition shall be signed and verified by the petitioner 
and the statement of prescribed particulars .by the person making 
such statement. 

7. (/) Upon the presentation of the petition the Magistrate 
Procedure upon petition shall consider the allegations in the peti- 

for reception order. tion and the evidence of lunacy appear- 

ing by the medical certificates. 

(2) If he considers that there are grounds for proceeding 
further, he siiall personally examine the alleged lunatic unless for 
reasons to be recorded in writing he thinks it unnecessary or inex- 
pedient so to do. 

(j) If he is satisfied that a reception order may properly be 
made forthwith, he may make the same accordingly. 

(^) If he is net so satisfied, he shall fix a date (notice whereof 
shall be given to the petitioner and to any other person to whom 
in the opinion of the Magistrate notice should be given) for the 
consideration of the petition, and he may make such further or 
other enquiries of or concerning the alleged lunatic as he thinks fit. 

8. Upon the presentation of the petition the Magistrate may 

- Detention of alleged luna- i«ake such order as he thinks fit for the 
tic pending enquiry. Suitable Custody of the alleged lunatic 

pending the conclusion of the inquiry. 
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9. The petition shall be considered in .private in the presence 
, of the petitioner, the alleged lunatic (un- 

Consrderafcion of pe i iod. Magistrate in his discretion other- 

wise directs), any person appointed by the alleged lunatic to repre- 
sent him and such other persons as the Magistrate thinks fit, 

10- (/) At the time appointed for the consideration of the 

petition, the Magistrate may either make 
a reception order or dismiss the petition, 
or may adjourn the same for further evidence or inquiry, and may 
make such order as to the payment of the costs of the inquiry by 
the person upon whose application it was made, or out of the estate 
of the alleged lunatic if found to be of unsound mind, or otherwise, 
as he thinks fit. 

( 2 ) If the petition is dismissed, the Magistrate shall record in 
writing his reasons for dismissing the same, and shall deliver or 
cause to be delivered to the petitioner a copy of such order. 

11. No reception order shall be made under section 7 or 
Further provisions as to Section lo, Save in the case of a lunatic 

reception orders on petition, who is dangerous and unfit to be at 

large, unless — 

(a) the Magistrate is satisfied that the person in charge of 
an asylum is willing to receive the lunatic, and 

(d) the petitioner or some other person engages in writing to 
the satisfaction of the Magistrate to pay the cost of 
maintenance of the lunatic. 

Reception orders otherwise than on petition. 

12. When any European who is subject to the provisions of 

Reception order in case Army Act* has been declared a 

of lunatic soldier. lunatic in accordance with the provisions 

of the military regulations in force for the time being, and it 
appears to any administrative medical officer that he should be 
removed to an asylum, such administrative medical officer may, if 
he thiriks fit, make a lecepiion order under his hand for the 
admission of the said lunatic into any asylum which has been duly 
authorized for the purpose by the Governor General in Council, 


* 44 & 45 Viet., c. 58. 
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17. xMl acts which tlie Magistrate is authorized or required 
ComraLssjoncr of Police, ^0 do by sections I4, 1 5 or i6 may be 
etc., to act io the Ptebi- donc in the Presidency towns or 
ucncy-town. Rangoon by the Commissioner of Police; 

and all duties which an officer in charge of a police-station is 
authorized or required to perform, may be performed in any of the 
Presidency-towns by an officer of the police-force not below the 
rank of Inspector. 


Fnrthtr providom as to netpiion orders and medical cerlificaits. 


18. (/) Every medical certificate under this Act shall be 

made and signed by a medical practi- 
Mcd.cal ccruficatcs. ^ 

may be, and shall be in the form prescribed. 

(a) Every medical certificate shall state the facts upon which 
the person certifying has formed his opinion that the alleged 
lunatic is a lunatic, distinguishing facts observed by himself from 
facts communicated by others; and no reception order on petition 
shall be made upon a certificate founded only upon facts comm- 
unicated by others. 

(j) Every medical certificate made under this Act shall be 
evidence of the facts therein appearing and of the judgment therein 
stated to have been formed by the person certifying on such facts, 
as if the matters therein appearing had been verified on oath. 


19. (/) A reception order required to be founded on a 
Time and manner of medical Certificate shall not be made 

medical examination of unless the person who sIgns the medical 
lunatic. certificate, or, where two certificates are 

required, each person who signs a certificate, has personally exa- 
mined the alleged lunatic, in the case of an order upon petition, 
not more titan seven clear days before the date of the presen- 
tation of the petitioji, and, in all other cases, not more than seven 
clear days before the date of the order. 

( 3 ) Where two medical certificates are required, a reception 
order shall not be made unless each person signing a certificate has 
examined the alleged lunatic separately from the other. 

20. A reception order, if the same appears to be in conformity 

with this Act, shall be sufficient authority 
Authority for reception. petiijouer or any person author- 

ized by him, or in the case of an order not made upon petition, or 
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the person authorized so to do by the person making tlie order, to 
take the lunatic and convey him to the place mentioned in such 
order and for his reception and detention therein, or in any asylum 
to which he may be removed in accordance with the provisions of 
this Act, and the order may be acted on without further evidence 
of the signature or of the jurisdiction of the person making the 
order. 

21 . Any authority making a reception order under this Part 
Copy of reception order to shall forthwith Send a certified Copy of 

be sent to person in charge the Order to the person in charge of the 
of asylum. asylum into which such lunatic is to be 

admitted. 

22 . Subject to the provisions of section 85, no Magistrate shall 
Restriction as to asylums make a reception order for the admis- 

into which reception orders sioii of any luiiaiic iiilo any asylum 
may direct admission. established by Government outside the 

Province in which the Magistrate exercises jurisdiction. 

DeUniion o/lunaiics pending removal to asylum. 

23 . When any reception order has been made under sections 

Detention of lunatics 7 > lo. H Of Magistrate may, 

pending removal to asylum. for reasons to be recorded in writing, 
direct that the lunatic, pending his removal to an asylum, be detain- 
ed in suitable custody in such place as tlie Magistrate thinks fit. 

Kecepiio7i and detention of criminal lunatics. 

24. An order under section 466 or section 471 of the Code 
Reception and detention of Criminal Procedure,^ i8g8, or under 

criminal lunatics. section 30 of the Prisoners Act, f iqoo, 

directing the reception of a criminal lunatic into any asylum which 
is prescribed for the reception of criminal lunatics shall be sufficient 
authority for the reception and detention of. any person named 
therein in such asylum or in any other asylum to which iie may 
be lawfully transferred. 

Reception after inquisition. 

. Reception after inquisi- 25. A lunatic SO found by inquisi- 
tion* tion may be admitted into an asylum — 


* Act V. of 1898. 


t Act III. of 1900. 



14 


THB INDIAN LUNACY ACT, I9I2. 


[Act IV. 


(/) in the case of an inquisition under Chapter IV, on an 
order made .by or under the authority of the High 
Court ; 

( 2 ) in the case of an inquisition under Chapter V, on an 
order made by the District Court. 

26. (/) When any lunatic has been admitted into an asylum 
Order for payment of accordance with the provisions of sec- 
cost of maintenance of tion 25, the High Court or the District 
iunatic. Court, as the case may be, shall, on the 

application of the person in charge of the asylum, make an order 
for the payment of the cost of maintenance of the lunatic in the 
asylum, and may from time to time direct that any sum of money 
payable under such order shall be recovered from the estate of 
the lunatic or of any person legally bound to maintain him ; 

Provided that, if at any time it shall appear to the satisfaction 
of the Court that the lunatic has not sufficient property, and that 
no person legally bound to maintain such lunatic has sufficient 
means for the payment of such cost, the Court shall certify the same 
instead of making such order for the payment of the costs as 
aforesaid. 

( 2 ) An order under sub-section (/)shall be enforced in the 
same manner and shall be of the same force and effect and 
subject to the same appeal as a decree made by the Court in a 
suit in respect of the property or person therein mentioned. 

Amendmtni of order or certificate. 

27 . If, after the reception of any lunatic into any asylum, on 
Amendment of order or a reception order, it appears that the 
certificate. Order upon which he was received or 

the medical certificate or certificates upon which such order was 
made is or are defective or incorrect, the same may at any time 
afterwards be amended by the person or persons signing the same 
with the sanction of two or more of the visitors of the said asylum, 
one of whom shall be a medical officer. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Care and TREAXiient. 

Visilors. 

28 . (/) The local Government Hhall appoint for every asylum 

not less than three visitors, one of whom 
Appointrasnt o£ visitors. shall be a medical officer. 

(2) The Inspector-General of Prisons (where such office exists) 
shall be a visitor ex oficio of all the asylums within the limits of his 
jurisdiction. 

29 . Two or more of the visitors, one of whom shall be a 
Monthly inspection by medical officer, shall, once at least in 

visitors. every month, together inspect every part 

of the asylum of which they are visitors, and see and examine as 
far as circumstances will permit, every lunatic and boarder therein, 
and the order and certificate for the admission of every lunatic 
admitted since the last visitation of the visilors, and shall enter in a 
book to be kept for that purpose any remarks which they may 
deem proper in regard to the management and condition of the 
asylum anvl the inmates thereof. 

30 . (/) When any person is confined under the provisions of 
Inspection of cciminalluna- section 466 or Section 47 1 of the Code 

tics by Inspector-General or cf Criminal Procedure * 1B98, the Ins- 
visitors. pector-General of Prisons, if such per- 

son is confined in a jail, or the visitors of the asylum or any tsvo of 
them, if he is confined in an asylum, may visit him in order to 
ascertain his state of mind ; and he shall be visited once at least in 
every six months by such Inspector-General or by two of such 
visitors as aforesaid ; and such Inspector-General or visitors shall 
make a special report as to the state of mind of such person to the 
authority under whose order he is confined. 

(2) The Local Government may empower the officer in charge' 
of the jail in which such person may be confined to discharge all or 
any of the functions of the Inspector- General under sub-section (/).' 

Discharge of duties. 

31 . (/) Three of the visitors of any asylum, of whom one shall 
Order of discharge from be a medical officer, may, by order in 
■asylum by visitors. Writing, direct the discharge of any person 
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place where he is for the time being confined, to 
other place of safe custody in British India. 


any asylum, jail or 


Escape and re-capture 

30. Every person received into an asylum under any such 
Order to justify detention order as is required by this act, may be 
and re-capture after escape, detained therein until he is removed or 
discharged as authorized by law, and in case of escape may, by 
virtue of such order, be re«taken by any police-officer or by the 
person in charge of such asylum, or any officer or servant belong- 
ing thereto, or any other person authorized in that behalf by the said 
person in charge, and conveyed to and received and detained in 
such asylum : 

Provided that in the case of a lunatic not being a criminal 
lunatic or a lunatic in respect of whom a reception order has been 
made under section 12 , the power to re-take such escaped lunatic 
under this section shall be exerciseable only for a period of one 
month from the date of his escape. 


PART III. 

JUDICIAL INQUISITION AS TO LUNACY. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Proceedings in Lunacy in Presidency- towns. 
Inquisition. 

37. The Courts having jurisdiction under this Chapter shall be 
Jurisdiction in lunacy in the High Courts of Judicature at Fort 

Presidency-towns. William, Madras and Bombay. 

38. (/) The Court may upon application by order direct an 
Court may order inquisi- inquisition whether a person subject to 

tion as to persons alleged to the jurisdiction of the Court who is 
be insane. alleged to be lunatic, is of unsound 

mind and incapable of managing himself and his affairs. 

( 2 ) Such order may also contain directions for inquiries con- 
cerning the nature of the property belonging to the alleged lunatic. 
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u . ™hn are his relatives, the time during which he has been 

mtad? or such other matters as to the Court may seem 

-proper. 

39 . Application for Sged' TnaL, orTy 

Application by whom to be ^^j^o^ate-General. 

rnade. ^ . 

AO r/'» Notice shall be given 10 the alleged lunatic 0^ 

40 . 0 ) Notice s pjaceat which it is proposed to 

Notice of lime and place inquisition. 

'0 appears that personal service on the alleged lunatic 

wouW I tactual .1.= Court may direct such suusu.uted serv.ce 

of the notice as it thinks fit. i ,• ,r^ 

{ 3 ) 'fhe Court ^»oice^^ 

-XfpersC to“whom inthe opinion of the Court notice of the 
-application should be given. 

A 1 G'l The Court may require the alleged lunatic to 

^ . V at such convenient time and place as 

powers of Court •" ^ y appoint for the purpose of being 

■ IrnSc.*”'’ “ personalia examined by .he Court, or 

from whom the Court may desire to have a report 
SthTme"."^^ -d condition of such alleged lunatic. 

fc'i The Court may likewise make an order authorizing any 

nerson^T personTtherL named to have access to the alleged 

. funatic for the purpose of a personal examination. 

AO The attendance and examination of the alleged lunatic 

under the provisions of section 41 shall, 

persons in other civil cases. 

AR {,Mf the alleged lunatic is not withm the local limits 
40. U) ^ of the jurisdiction of the Court, and the 

Jurto^JkrhqSJn inquisition oauuot conveuiemly be ruade 
-S SrirdncSs- in the manner herembeiore provided, 

the Court may direct the inquiamon to be made before the 
DWriS Court within whose local Jurisdiction the alleged lunatic 
may be • and such District Court shall accordingly proceed to 
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make such inquisition in the same naanner as if the alleged 
lunatic were subject to its jurisdiction, and shall certify its finding 
upon the matters of inquisition to the Court directing the 
inquisition. 


(a) The record of evidence taken upon the inquisition shall be 
transmitted, together with any remarks the Court may think fit to 
make thereon, to the Court by which the inquisition was directed. 


44. If .the fitiiding of tlie District Court appears to the 

Court directing the inquisition to be 
defective or instifficienc in point of form, 
it may either amend the same or refer 
it back to the Court which made the inquisition to be amended. 


Amendment of finding* 
District Court if defective 
insufficient in form. 


or 

or 


45. The finding of the Court on the inquisition or the finding 
Procccdfiijrs on finding of the District Court to which the in- 
Court. quisilion may nave been referred under 

the provisions of section 43 with such amendments as may 
be made under the provisions of section 4.}., as the case may 
be, shall have the same effect, and be proceeded on in the 
same manner in regard to the appointment of a guardian of a 
person and a manager of the estate of the lunatic as the findings 
referred to in section 1 2 of the Lunacy (Supreme Courts) Act,* 
1858, immediately before the commencement of this Act. 


yudicial powers over person and estate of lunatic. 


40 . (/) The Court may make orders for the custody of 
Custody of lunatics and lunatics SO tound by inquisition and the 
management of their estates, management of their estates. 

(2) When upon liie inquisition it is specially found that the 
person to whom tije inquisition relates is of unsound mind so as 
to be incapable of managing his affairs, but that he is capable of 
managing himself, and is not dangerous to himself or to others, the 
Court may make such orders as it thinks fit for the management 
of the estate of the lunatic including proper orovision for fhe 
maintenance of the lunatic and of such members of his family as 
are dependent on him for maintenance, but it shall not be neces- 
sary to make any order as to the custody of the person of th® 
lunatic. 


» XXXIV. of t8s8. 
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47. The Court, on the appoinmsnt of a manager of the 
Powers of manag^er in estate of a lunatic, may direct by the 

respect of management of order of appointment, or by any sub- 
lunatic’s estate. sequent order, that such manager shall 

have such powers for the management of the estate as to the Court 
may seem necessary and proper, reference being had to the nature 
of the property, whether moveable or immoveable, of which the 
estate may consist : 

Provided that no manager so appointed shall without the 
pernaission of the Court — 

(a) mortgage, charge or transfer by sale, gift, exchange or 
otherwise, any immoveable property of the lunatic ; or 

(d) lease any sucn property tor a term exceeding five years. 

Such permission may be granted subject to any condition or restric- 
tion which the Court thinks fit to impose, 

48. The Court may, on application made to it by petition 

Power to make order con- Concerning any matter whatsoever con- 
cerning any matter connect- nected witn the lunatic Of his estate, make 
ed with the lunacy. 5^.,^ order, subject to the provisions of 

this Chapter, respecting the application, as in the circumstances, 
it thinks fit. 


Management and adminhtrahon. 

49. The Court may, if it appears to be just or for the luna- 
Power to dispose of luna- lie’s benefit, order that any property 
tic’s property for certain moveable. Or immoveable, of the lunatic, 
purposes. whether in possession, reversion, 

remainder, or contingency be sold, charged, mortgaged, dealt with 
or otherwise disposed of as may seem most expedient for the pur- 
pose of raising or securing or repaying with or without interest 
money to be applied or which has been applied to all or any of 
the following purposes, namely — 

(/) the payment of the lunatic’s debts or engagements; 

( 2 ) the discharge of any incumbrance on his property ; 

(j) the payment of any debt or expenditure incurred for 
the lunatic’s maintenance or otherwise for his benefit; 

(.^) the payment of or provision for the expenses of his 
future maintenace and the maintenance of- such 
members of his family as are, dependent on him for 
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maintenance, including the expenses of his removal 
to Europe, if he shall be so removed, and all expenses 
incidental thereto ; 

( 5 ) the payment of the costs of any inquiry under this 
Chapter, and of any costs incurred by order or 
under the authority of the Court. 


50. (/) The manager of the lunatic's estate shall, in the 
Execution of conveyances name and on behalf of the lunatic 
and powers by manager execute all Such conveyances and 
under order of Court. instruments of transfer relative to any 

sale, mortgage or other disposition of his estate as the Court may 
order. 


(a) Such manager shall, in like manner, under the order 
of the Court, exercise all powers whatsoever vested in a lunatic, 
whether the same are vested in him for his own benefit or in the 
character of trustee or guardian. 


51. Where a person, having contracted to sell or otherwise 
Court may order perform- dispose of his estate or any part thereof, 

ance of contract. afterwards becomes lunatic, the Court 

may, if the contract is such as the Court thinks ought to be 
performed, direct the manager of the estate to execute such con- 
veyances and to do such other acts in fulfilment of the contract as 
it shall think proper. 

52. (/) Where a person, being a member of a partnership 

Dissolution and dis- to be a lunatic, the Court 

posal of property of partner- may, on the application of the Other 
ship on a member becoming partners, or of any person who appears 
lunatic. Court to be entitled to require 

the same, dissolve the partnership. 

(a) Upon such dissolution, or upon a dissolution by decree 
of Court or otherwise by due course of law, the manager of 
the estate may, in the name and on behalf of the lunatic, join with 
the other partners in disposing of the partnership property upon 
such terms, and shall do all such acts for carrying into effect the 
dissolution of the partnership, as the Court shall think proper. 

53 . Where a lunatic has been engaged in business, the 
Disposal of business Court may, if it appears to be for the 

premises. lunatic's benefit that the business pre- 

mises should be disposed of, order the manager of the estate 
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to sell and dispose of the same ; and the moneys arising from such 
sale shall be applied in such manner as the Court may direct. 

54 . Where a lunatic is entitled to a lease or under-lease 
Manager may dispose and it appears to be for the_ benefit of 

of lease. his estate that it should be disposed of, 

the manager of the estate may, by order of the Court, sur- 
render, assign or otherwise dispose of the same to such person 
for such valuable or nominal consideration, and upon such terms, 
as the Court thinks fit, 

55 . If a lunatic is possessed of any immoveable property 
Assumption of charge by situate beyond the local limits of the, 

Court of Wards of land jurisdiction 01 the Court, which by tne 
belonging to a lunatic in law in force in the Province wherein 
certain cases. property is situated, subjects the 

proprietor, if disqualified, to the jurisdiction of the Court of 
Wards, the said Court of Wards may assume the charge of 

such property and manage the same according to the law for 

the time being in force for such management ; 

Provided that — 

(/) in such case, no further proceedings in respect of the 

lunacy shall be taken under any such law, nor 

shall it be competent to the Court of Wards or 
to any Collector to appoint a guardian of the person 
of the said limatic or a manager of the estate 
except of the immoveable property which so subjects 
the proprietor as aforesaid ; 

(2) the surplus of the income of such property, after pro- 
viding for the payment of the Government revenue 
and expenses of management, shall be disposed of 
from time to time in such manner as the High Court 
may direct : * 

(5) nothing contained in this section shall affect the powers 
given to the High Court by sections 49, 50 and 51 
or (except so far as relates to the management of the 
said immoveable property which so subjects the 
proprietor as aforesaid) the powers given by any 
other section. . • 
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58. (/) n it appears to the Court, having regard to the situation 
Power to apply property Condition in life of the lunatic and 
for lunatic’s maintenance his family and the Other circumstances of 
without appointing manager the case, to be expedient that his pro- 
m certain cases. perty should be made available for his 

or their maintenance in a direct and inexpensive manner it may, 
instead of appointing a manager of the estate, order that the property 
if money or if of any other description the produce thereof, when 
realized, be paid to such person as the Court may think fit, to be 
applied for the purpose aforesaid. 


( 3 ) The receipt of the person so appointed shall be a valid 
discharge to any person who pays any money or delivers any 
property of the lunatic to such person. 


Vesims^ orders. 


57 . Where any stock or Government securities or any share 
Power to order transfer *0 company (transferable within British 
of stock belonging to tuna- India or the dividends of which are 
tic, in certain cases. payable there) is or are standing in the 

name of, or vested in, a lunatic, beneficially entitled thereto, or in a 
manager of the estate of a lunatic, or in a trustee for him, and the 
manager dies intestate, or himself becomes lunatic, or is out of the 
jurisdiction of the Court, or it is uncertain whether the manager 
is living or dead, or he neglects or refuses to transfer the stock, 
securities or shares, or to receive and pay over thereof the dividends 
to a new manager or as the Court directs, within fourteen days after 
being required by the Court to do so, then the Court may order 
some fit person to make such transfer, or to transfer the same, and 
to receive and pay over the dividends in such manner as the Court 
directs. 


58. Where any such stock or Government securities or share 
Power to order transfer of ^ company is or are Standing in the 

stock of lunatic residing name of. or Vested in, any person resiaiHo 

out of British India, and the out of British India and not in any part 
United Kingdom. of United Kingdom, the Court upon 

being satisfied that such person has been declared lunatic, and that 
his personal estate has been vested in a person appointed for the 
management thereof, according to the law of the place where he is 
residing, may order some fit person to make such transfer of the 
stock, securities or shares, or of any part thereof, to or into the name 
of the person so appointed or otherwise, and also to receive an 
pay over the dividends and proceeds as the Court thinks fit. 
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59. If it appears to the Court that the unsoundness of mind 
Power to apply property of a lunatic is in its nature temporary, 
for lunatic’s maintenance in and that it is expedient to make tern- 
case of temporary lunacy. porary provision for his maintenance or 
for the maintenace of such members of his family as are dependent 
on him for their maintenance, the Court may, in like manner as 
under section 56, direct his property or a sufficient part of it to be 
applied for the purpose aforesaid. 

QO. (/) When any person has been found under this Chapter 
o , , 10 be of unsound mind and it is subse- 

ceasroTlu^L 'Lt “as1% ft quently shown to the Court that there is 
Court finds that the un- reason to believe that such unsoundness 
soundness of mind has q{ mind has ceased, the Court may make 

an order for inquiring whether such 
person is still of unsound mind and incapable of managing himself 
and his affairs. 

( 2 ) The inquiry shall be conducted as far as may be in the 
manner prescribed in this Chapter for an inquisition into the 
unsouiidness of mind of an alleged lunatic ; and if it is found that 
the unsoundness of mind has ceased, the Court shall order all 
proceedings in the lunacy to cease or to be set aside on such terms 
and conditions as to the court may seem fit. 

61. The Court may, from time to time, make rules for the 
Power of Court to make purpose o£ carrying into effect the provi- 

sions of this chapter in matters of lunacy. 


CHAPTER V. 

PaOCEEDINGS IN LUNACY OUTSIDE pRESIDENCY-TOWNS. 

Inquisihon. 

62. Whenever any person not subject to the jurisdiction of 
Power of District Court to ^ny of the Courts mentioned in section 
« ostitute inquisition as to ' 37 is possessed of properly and is alleged 
alleged to be luna- ^ be a lunatic, the District Court within 
whose jurisdiction such person is residing 
may, upon application, by order direct an inquisition for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether such person is of unsound mind and incap-, 
able of managing himself and his affairs. , 
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68. (/) Application for such inquisition may be made by any 
Application by whom to relative of the alleged lunatic or by any 
bo made. public curator appointed under the Suc- 

cession (property protection) Act * 1841 (hereinafter referred to as 
the curator), or by the Government Pleader, as defined in the 
Code of Civil Procedure, f 1908 or if the property of the alleged 
lunatic consists in whole or in part of land or any interst in land, 
by the Collector of the District In which tr is situate. 


{3) If the property or any part thereof is of such a description 
that it would by the law in force in any Province where such 
property is situate subject to the proprietor, if disqualified, to the 
jurisdiction of the Court of Wards, the application may be made 
by the Collector on behalf of the Court of Wards. 


64 . The provisions of sections 40. 41 and 42 shall regulate 
Regulation of proceedings the proceedings of the District Court with 
of District Courts. regard to the matters to which they relate. 


65 . (/) The District Court, if it thinks fit, may appoint two 
Inquisition by District 01 more persons to Act as assessors to 
Court and finding thereon. the Court in the said inquisition. 

(3) Upon the completion of the inquisition, the Court shall 
determine whether the alleged lunatic is of unsound mind and 
incapable of managing himself and his affairs or may come to a 
special finding that such alleged lunatic is of unsound mind so as 
to be incapable of managing his affairs but that he is capable of 
managing himself and is not dangerous to himself or to others. 


66. (/) If the alleged lunatic resides at a distance of more 
Inquisition by subordinate fifty miles from the place where the 


Court on commission issued 
by District Court and pro- 
ceedings thereon. 


District Court is held to which the appli- 
cation is made, the said Court may issue 
a commission to any subordinate Court 
to make the inquisition, and such subordinate Court shall thereupon 
conduct the inquisition in the manner hereinbefore provided in this 
Chapter. 


(3) On the completion of the inquisition, the subordinate. 
Court shall transmit the record of its proceedings with the opinions 
of the assessors if assessors have been appointed, and its own 
opinion on the case ; and the District Court shall thereupon proceed 


* Act XIX. of 1841. 


t Act V. of 1908. 
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to dispose of the application in the manner provided in section 65, 
sub-section (j2) : 

Provided that the District Court riray direct the subordinate 
Court to make such further or other inquiries as it thinks fit before 
disposing of the application. 

yudicial powers over person and esiaie of lunatic, 

67 . (/) The Court may make orders for the custody of 
Custody of lunatics and lunatics SO found by inquisition and the 
management of their estates, management of their estates. 

(2) When upon the inquisition it is specially found that the 
person to whom the inquisition relates is of unsound mind so as to 
be incapable of managing his affairs, but that he is capable of 
managing himself, and is not dangerous to himself or to others, the 
Court may make such orders as it thinks fit for the management 
of the estate of the lunatic including proper provisions for the 
maintenance of the lunatic and of such members of his family as 
are dependent on him for maintenance, but it shall not be necessary 
to make any order as to the custody of the person of the lunatic. 

08 . If the estate of a lunatic so found or any part thereof 
Court of Wards to be autho- consists of property which, by the law 
rised in certain cases to take for the time being in force, subjects the 
charge of estate of lunatic- proprietor, if disqualified, to the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court of Wards, the Court of Wards shall be authorised 
to take charge of the same. 

69 . (/) If the estate of a lunatic so found consists in whole or 

Power to direct Collector land or any interest in land but 

to take charge of person and iS not of SUCh a nature that U would sub- 
estate of lunatic in certain ject the proprietor, if disqualified, to the 

jurisdiction of the Court of Wards, the 
District Court may direct the Collector to take charge of the person 
and estate of the lunatic : 

Provided that no such order shall be made without the consent 
of the Collector previously obtained. 

(a) The Collector shall thereupon appoint a manager of the 
estate, and may appoint a guardian of the person of the lunatic. 

70 . All proceedings of the Collector itk regard to the person 
Control over proceedings or estate of a lunatic under this Chapter 

of Collector. shall be subject to the control .of the 
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Local Government or of such authority as it may appoint in this 
behalf. 


Power of District Court to 
appoint guardian and mana* 
ger and take security from 
manager. 


71. (/) In all other cases the District 
Court shall appoint a manager of the 
estate of the lunatic and may appoint a 
guardian of his person : 


Provided that a District Court may, instead of appointing a 
manager of the estate of a lunatic, exercise any of the powers 
conferred on the High Court under sections 56 and 59. 

( 2 ) Any person who has been appointed by the District Court 
or Collector to manage the estate of a lunatic shall, if so required, 
enter into a bond in such form and with such sureties as to the Court 
or the Collector, as the case may be, may seem fit, engaging duly to 
account for what be may receive in respect of the property of the 
lunatic. 


72. The legal heir of a lunatic shall not be appointed to be 
Restriction on appoint- the guardian of the person of such lunatic 
ment of legal heir of lunatic unless the Court or the the Collector, as 
to be guardian of his person, the case may be, for reasons to be re- 
corded in writing considers that such an appointment is for the 
benefit of the lunatic. 


73. A guardian of the person of a lunatic or a manager of his 
Remuneration of managers estate appointed under this Chapter shall 
and guardians. be paid such allowance, if any, as the 

Court or the Collector, as the case may be, thinks fit for his care 
and pains in the execution of his duties 


74 . (/) The person appointed to be guardian of a lunatic’s 

person shall have the care of his person 


Duties of guardian. 


and maintenance. 


( 2 ) When a distinct guardian is appointed, the manager shall 
pay to the guardian such allowance as may be fixed by the District 
Court or the Collector, as the case may be, for the maintenance of 
the lunatic and such members of his family as are dependent on 
him for their maintenance. 


75 . (/) Every manager of the estate of a lunatic appointed as 

aforesaid may exercise the same powers 
Powers of manager. management of the estate as might 

have been exercised by the proprietor if not a lunatic, and 
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collect and pay all just claims, debts and liabilities due to or by the 
estate of the lunatic ; 

Provided that no manager so appointed shall without the 
permission of the Court — 

(a) mortgage, charge or transfer by sale, gift, exchange or 
otherwise any immoveable property of the lunatic, 

(d) lease any such property for a term exceeding five years. 
Such permission may be granted subject to any condition or restric- 
tion which the Court thinks fit to impose. 

( 2 ) Before granting any such permission, the Court may cause 
notice of the application for such permission to be served on any 
relative or friend of the lunatic, and may make or cause to be made 
such inquiries as to the Court may seem necessary in the interests 
of the lunatic. 


'76. (/) Every person appointed by the District Court or by 
Managers to furnish inven- the Collector to be manager of the 
tory and annual accounts. estate of a lunatic shall, Within six 
months from the date of his appointment, deliver in Court or to 
the Collector, as the case may be, an inventory of the immoveable 
property belonging to the lunatic and of all such money, or other 
moveable property, as he may receive on account of the estate, 
together with a statement of all debts due by or to the same. 


( 2 ) Every such manager shall also furnish to the Court or to 
the Collector annually, within three months of the close of the 
year of the era current in the district, an account of the property 
in his charge, exhibiting the sums received and disbursed on 
account of the estate and the balance remaining in his hands. 


77. If any relative of the lunatic, or the Collector by petition 
Proceeding if accuracy of to the Court, impugns the accuracy of 
inventory or accounts is im- the said inventory and Statement, or of 
pugned. annual account, the Court may 

summon the manager and inquire summarily into the matter 
and make such order thereon as it thinks fit ; or the Court, at its 
discretion, may refer any such petition to any subordinate Court 
or to the Collector if the manager was appointed by the Collector. 


7S. All sums received by a manager on account of any estate 
Payment into public trea- in excess of what may be required for 
sury and investment of pro- the Current expenses of the lunatic or 
ceeds of estate. estate, shall be paid into the.- 
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public treasury on account of the estate and shall be invested 
from time to time in any of the securities specified in section 20 of 
the Indian Trust Act* 1882, unless the Court or the Collector, 
as the case may be, for reasons to be recorded in writing directs 
that such suras be in the interest of the lunatic otherwise invested 
or applied, 

79 . Any relative of a lunatic may with the leave of the Dis- 
Relative may sue for an trict Court sue for an account from any 

account. manager appointed under this Chapter, 

or from any such person after his removal from office or trust, or 
from his legal representative in case of his death, in respect of 
any estate then or formerly under his care or management or of 
any sums of money or other property received by him on account 
of such estate. 

80 . (/) The District Court, for any sufficient cause, may 
Removal of managers and remove any manager appointed by it not 

guardians. being the curator, and may appoint such 

curator or any other fit person in his place, and may compel the 
person so removed to make over the property in his hands to hia 
successor, and to account to such successor for all money re- 
ceived or disbursed by him. 

(: 2 ) The Court may also, for any sufficient cause, remove any 
guardian of the person of the lunatic appointed by it and may 
appoint any other fit person in his place. 

(j) The Collector, for any sufficient cause, may remove any 
manager of the estate of a Innatic or guardian of the person of 
a lunatic appointed by him, and may appoint any other fit person 
in place of such manager or guardian; and the District Court, 
on the application of the Collector, may compel any manager 
removed under this section to make over the property and all 
accounts in his bands to his successor and to account to such 
successor for all money received or disbursed by him. 

81 - The District Court may impose a fine not exceeding 
Penalty on manager for five hundred rupees on any manager of 
refusing to deliver accounts the estate of a lunatic who wiirun/ 
or property. neglects OF refuses to deliver his ac- 

counts or any property in his hands within the time fixed by 
the Court, and may realize such fine as if it were a sum nue 


* Act II, of 1882, 
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nnrter 1 decree o£ the Couri, h.id may also commir the recusant 
“le cwruail andl he delivers such accounts or property. 

no (,-1 When any person has been found under this Cnapter 
^ ^ 10 be of unsound mind, and 11 is subse- 

Proceedings in lunacy to Quenilv StiO'.vn 10 Uie DiStliCC CoUtt that 
cease or to be set aside it m v jp belicVe that SUCH 

SSnifol'^in^ IZ '^“ouniiess of mind has Ceased, such 
ceased* Coufi m<iy tnvikc 3 .n order lor uiquir- 

ing whether such person is still of unsound mind and incapable 
ot managing himself and his uuaixs* 

r-'l The inquiry slall, as far as may be, be conducted in the 
aa is brescribed in ibis Cnapter for an inquisition 

imTthe unsoundness of mind of an alleged 
s found mat the unsoundness ot mind has ceased the Court 
k n Ardfr -ill oroceedings in the lunacy to cease or to oe 
Lt aside on such terms and conditions as to the Court may 

.seem fix* 


Jt lAV* 

S 3 . An appcttl shall lie to the High Court from any 

order made by a District Court, under 
Appeals. this Chapter. 


PART IV. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Establishment of Asylums. 

Local Goveenment may ea- 84. Ihe Local Goverurueiu may 

tablish oc license the estab- establish or liccme tlJC CaiabllSlimeUl Ot 
Ushment of asylums. asylums at such places as it tliinks fit. 

85 . The Governor-General in Council may by any general 

Provision for admission of 01 Special ordef direct that Magistrates 
lunatics in asylums outside or Courts CAercising jurisdiction itt W 
a province. ^ province may Send lunatics or 

class of lunatics to any asylum situate in any other province. 
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Expenses op Lunatics. 

86. (/) When any lunatic is admitted to a licensed asylum 

Payment of cost of main- ^/eception Older or an order un- 

tcnancc in licensed asylumi> der Section 25 nnd no engagement has 
in certain cases by Govern- been taken from the friends or relatives 

of the lunatic or order made by the 
Court for the payment of expenses under the provisions of this 
Act, the cost of maintenance of such lunatic shall, subject to 
the provision of any law for the time being in force, be paid by 
the Government to the person in charge of such asylum. 

( 3 ) The Paymaster of the military circle within which any 
asylum is situated shall pay to the oliicer in charge of such asylum 
the cost of maintenance of every lunatic received and detained 
therein under an order made under section 12 . 

87. Any money in the possession of a lunatic found wander- 
Application of property 'og f't large may be applied by the 

in the possession of a lunatic Magistrate towards the payment of the 
found wandering. cost of m.ainienance of the lunatic or 

of any other expenses i ncurred on his behalf, and any moveable 
property found on tiie person of the. lunatic may be sold by 
the Magistrate and the pro ceeds thereof similarly applied. 

88. If a lunatic detained in an asylum on a reception order 

Application to Civil Court under Section 14, secdon 15 « 

for order for the payment of section 1 7 nSS iin estute Hppi^cauic to 
costof maintenanciioutof the his maintencuice, or if any person legally 

houud to maintain such lunatic has 
tbs means to maintain him, the auinoruy 
which made the reception order or any local authority liable for 
the cost of maintenance of such lunatic under any law for the time 
being in force may apply to the High Court or Distiici Court 
within the local limits of the original j utisdiction of which the estate 
of the lunatic is situate or the perso n legally bound to maintain 
him resides, for an .order for the payment of the cost of main- 
tenance of the lunatic. 

88. (/) The Court shall inquire into the matter in a sum- 
Order of Court and en- mary way, and on being satisfied that 
forcement thereof. such lunatic has an estate applicable 

to his maintenance, or that any person is legally bound to mam- 
tain and has the means of maintaining such lunatic, may make 
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an ord« lor [he recovery of the “f 

together with the costs of the application out of such estate 

from such person. 

(a) Such order shall be enforced in the same manner, and 
shall be of the same force and effect and subject to the sa e 
appeal as a decree made by the said Court m a suit in respect 0 
the properly or person therein mentioned. 

90. The liability of any relative or person to tamtam any 
r .. c lunatic shall not be taken away or 

»ny provision contained in 

this Act. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Rules. 


91. (/) Subject to 

Power of Local Govern- 
ment to make rules. 


the control of the Governor-General in 
Council, the Local Government naay 
make rules for all or any of the fol- 


lowing purposes, namely : — 

(a) to prescribe forms for any proceeding under this Act 
other than a proceeding before a High Court which 
is or may hereafter be established under the Inaian 
High Courts Acts, 1861 to 1911.* 

(^) to prescribe places of detention and regulate the care 
and treatment of persons detained under section o 
or section 16 ; 

(c) to regulate the confinement, care, treatment and dis- 
charge of criminal lunatics ; 

to regulate the management of asylums and the care 
and custody of the inmates thereof and their transter 
from one asylum to another ; 

(e) to regulate the transfer of criminal lunatics to asylums , 


(/) to prescribe the procedure to be followed by District 
Courts and Magistrates before a lunatic is ^ sent to 
any asylum established by Government ; 


* 24 & 25 Viet., c. 104, to I & 2 Geo. 5, c. i8. 

Act IV., 1913.-3. 
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(if) to presonbc the .'isyhuns established by Government 
within the province to which lunatics from any area 
or any class of lunatics shall be sent; 

(/^) to prescribe conditions subject to which asylums may be 
licensed ,* 

(<) save as otherwise provided in this Act, generally to carry 
into effect the provisions of the Act. 

(a) In making any rule under this section the Local Govern- 
ments may direct that a breach of it shall be punishable with 
fine which may extend to fifty rupee,s. 


92. All rules made under section 91 shall be published in the 

local official Gazette and shall there- 
upon have effect as if enacted in this 
Act. 


Fubiicalion of rulci 


CHAFFER IX. 

SuPi»I.EMRtn'AL Pkovisions. 

Penalty for improper 

ception or detention of lun.i- 93. Any person who — 

tic. 

(a) otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act receives or detains a lunatic or alleged lunatic 
in an asylum, or 

(^) for gain detains two or more lunatics in any place 
not being an asylum, 

shall be punishable with irriprisonment which may extend 
to two years or with fine or with both. 

94. The provisions -of Chapter XLII. of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure,* 1898 , shall, so far as may 
Provision as to bonds. be, apply to bonds taken under this 

Act. 

95. (/) When any sum is payable in respect of pay, pension, 
Pension of lunatic pay- gratuity or Other similar allowance 

able by Government. any person by Government and tne per-- 

son to whom the sum is payable is certified by a Magistrate to be 


* Act V, of i8g8.' 
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a lunatic, the Government officer under whose authority such sum 
would be payable if the payee were not a lunatic may pay so much 
of the said sum as he thinks fit to the person having charge of the 
lunatic, and may pay ihe surplus, if any, or such part thereof as he 
thinks fit for the maintenance of such members of the lunatic’s 
family as are dependent on him for maintenance. 

(2) The Secretary of State for India in Council shall be dis- 
charged of all liability in respect of any amounts paid in accordance 
with this section. 


90 . Subject to any rules, the forms -set forth in the First 
„ , , . ^ , Schedule, with such variation as the cir- 

Use 0 orms in Schedu e. cumstances of each case may require, 

shall .be used for the respective purposes therein mentioned, and if 
used shall be sufficient. 


97 . No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie 
n against any person for anything which 

ing u?dcr Act!° in good faith done or intended to be 

done under this Act. 


98 . Any officer in charge of an asylum may give effect to any 
Power to give effect to Order or Warrant for the reception and 

warrants and orders of certain detention of any lunatic made or issued 
Courts outside British India, ^ny Court or tribunal beyond the 

limits of British India in the exercise of jurisdiction conferred by 
His Majesty or the Governor-General in Council. 

99 . The Governor-General in Council may make rules regu- 
Power to make rules for l^hng the procedure for the reception 

reception of lunatics recei- and detention in asylums in British 
India outside British India of lunatics whose reception and 

detention are provided for by section 98. 


100 . (/) In the case of orders made before the commence- 
Orders under repealed ment of this Act under section 7 of the 

Indian Lunatic Asylums Act,* 1858, for 
the reception of persons into an asylum, the persons who signed the 
order shall have all the powers and be subject to the obligations by 
this Act conferred or imposed upon the petitinoer for a reception 
order, and the provisions of this Act relating to persons upon whose 
petition a reception order was made shall apply in the case of a 
person who has signed an order, under section 7 of the Indian 
Lunatic A sylums Act,^ 1858, before the commencement of this 

’ Act XXXVI. "oTii^s] ' 
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Act as if the order had been made after the commencement of this 
Act upon a petition presented by him. 

(5) All orders for the detention of lunatics made and all under- 
takings given under any enactment hereby repealed shall have the 
same force and effect as if they had been made or given under this 
Act and by or to the authority empowered thereby in such behalf. 

101 . The enactments mentioned in the Second Schedule 

are repealed to the extent specified in the 
Repeal of enactments. ^ fourth column thereof. 


SCHEDULE I. 

FORMS. 

(&(? iedion g 6 .) 
FORM I. 


{^Application for Reception Order. Sec sections y and 6.) 

In the matter of A. residing at , by occupation 

, son of . a person alleged to be a lunatic. 

To Presidency Magistrate, for 

District Magistrate of ^ or Sub-divisional 

Magistrate of gy Magistrate specially empowered 

under Act of 191 2 for J. 

The petition of C. D.*, residing at , by occupation 

.... , ' in the town of [ or sub- 
division of in the district of ]. 

^ t years of age. 

2. I desire to obtain an order for the reception of A. B. as a 

lunatic in the asylum of situate at 

3. I last saw the said A. B. at on the 

§ day of 


* Full name, caste and titles. 

_ Enter the number of completed years. The petitioner must be at 
eighteen tor twenty-one whichever is the age of majority under the law to which 
the petitioner is subject. 

+ Insert full description of the name and locality of the asylum or the 
name, address and description of the person in charge of the asylum. _ _ 

A day within 14 days before the date of the presentation of the petition is 
requisite. 
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4. 1 am the of the said A. B, 

[ or if the petitioner is not a relative of the patient state as follows. ^ 

I am not a relative of the said A. B. The reasons why this 
petition is not presented by a relative are as follows : [ State them. ] 

■ The circumstances under which this petition is presented by me 
are as follows ; [ State them. ] 

5. The persons signing the medical certificates which accompany 
the petition are f . 

6. A statement of particulars relating to the said A. B, accom- 
panies this petition. 

T. \_lf that is the fact. ] An application for an inquirj' into the 
mental capacity of the said A. B. was made to the 
on the and a certified copy of the order 

made on the said petition is annexed hereto, [ Or if that is the 
fact. ] 

No application for an inquiry into the mental capacity of the said 
A, B. has been made previous to this application. 

The petitioner therefore prays that a reception order may be made 
in accordance with the foregoing statement. 

(Sd.) C. D. 

The statements contained or referred to in paragraphs 
are true to my knowledge ; the other statements are true to my infor- 
mation and belief, 

(Sd.) C. D. 

Dated 

Statement of particulars. 

[// any of the particulars in this statement is not known, the fact 
to be so stated, j 

The following is a statement of particulars relating to the said A, B. 

Name of patient at length. 

Sex and age. 

Married, single or widowed. 

Previous occupation. 

Caste and religious belief, as far as known. 

Residence at or immediately previous to the date hereof. 

*■ Here state the relationship with the patient. 1 

t Here state whether either of the persons signing the medical ceitificafes 
js a relative, partner or assistant of the lunatic or of the petitioner and. if a 
relative of either, the exact relationship. . , 
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Names of any near relatives to the patient who are alive. 

Whether this is first attack of lunacy. 

Age (if known) on first attack. 

When and where previously under care and treatment as a lunatic. 

Duration of existing attack. 

Supposed cause. 

Whether the patient is subject to epilepsy. 

Whether suicidal. 

Whether the patient is known to be suffering from phthisis or 
any form of tubercular disease. 

Whether dangerous to others and in what way. 

Whether any near relative (stating the relationship) has been 
afflicted with insanity. 

Whether the patient is addicted to alcohol, or use of opium, ganja, 
charas, bhang, cocaine or other intoxicant. 

[ The statements contained or referred to in paras, are 

true to my knowledge. The other statements are true to my infor- 
mation and belief. ^ 

r Sij^nature by person making the statement.^ 


FORM 3. 

Reception order on Petition. 

(See sections 7, /o.) 

I, the undersigned E. F,, being a Presidency Magistrate of 
[or the District Magistrate of or the Sub-divisional 

Magistrate of—or a Magistrate of the first class specially empowered 
by Government to perform the functions of a Magistrate under Act 
of 1912] upon the petition of C. D. of* in the matter of 
A. B.,* a lunatic, accorhpanied by the medical certificates of G. H., a 
medical officer, and of J. K,, a medical practitioner [ or medical officerj, 
under the said Act, hereto annexed, hereby authorise you to receive 
the said A. B. into your asylum. And I declare that I have [ or have 
not ] personally seen the said A. B. before making this order. 

(Sd.) E. F. 

{Designation as above.) 

Tot ■ . 


• Address and description, , 

t To be addressed to the officer or person in charge of the asyium* 
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FORM 3. 

Medical Ceriificale. 

{See secliotts 18, ig) 

In the matter of A. B. of* * * § in the town of [ or the 

sub-division of in the district of ] an alleged 

lunatic. 

I, the undersigned C. D., do hereby certify as follows ; 

T a gazetted medical oflkcr [or a medical practitioner declared by 

1. 1 am ^ holder oft [or declared by Local Government to be a mcdica! practi 

Government to be mcdic.il ofllccr under A ct of iQi?.] 

tioner under Act of 191a]. 

and I am in the actual practice of the medical profession. 

2. On the day of 19 atj in the — ■ of [ or 

the subdivision of in the district of ] 

[ separately from any other parctitioner ] §, I personally examined 
the said A. B. and came to the conclusion that the said A. B. is a 
lunatic and a proper person to be taken charge of and detained under 
care and treatment. 

3. I formed this conclusion on the following grounds, via : — 

(a) Facts indicating insanity observed by myself, via 

(i) Other facts (if 'any) indicating insanity communicated to me 
by others, vis . : — 

Here state the information and from vihom, 

(Sd.) C. D. 
{Designation as above.) 


FORM 4. 

Reception Order in case of Lunatic Soldier. 

{See section 12) 

Whereas it appears to me that A. B., a European, subject, to the 
Army Act, who has been declared a lunatic in accordance with the 


* Insert residence of patient. 

t Insert qualification to practise medicine and surgery registrable in the 
United Kingdom. 

t bisert place of examination. ^ ... 

§ Omit this where only one certificate is required. 
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provisions of the military regulations, should be removed to an asylum, 
I do hereby authorise you to receive the said A. B. into your asylum, 

(Sd.) E. F. 

{Adminisirative Medical Officer,) 

To'* 


FORM 5. 

Reception Order in case of wandering or dangerous lunatics or luna- 
tics not under proper control or cruelly treated {sent to an asylum 
established by Government.) 

{See sections 14^ /y,) 

I, C. D., Presidency Magistrate of [ or Commissioner 

of Police for ] [or the District Magistrate of 

or the sub-divisional Magistrate of or a Magistrate specially 

empowered by Government under Act of 1912 ] having caused 

A. B. to be examined by E. F., a Medical Officer under the Indian 
Lunacy Act, igt2, and being satisfied that A. B. {describing him) is a 
lunatic who was wandering at large [ or is a person dangerous by 
reason of lunacy ] [ or is a lunatic not under proper care and control 
or is cruelly treated or neglected by the person having the care or 
chage of him ] and a proper person to be taken charge of and detained 
under care and treatment, hereby direct you to receive the said, .A. B. 
into your asylum. 

(Sd.) C. D. 

Designation as above. 

Dated the 

To the Officer in Charge of the asylum at 


FORM 6. 

Same when seni to a licensed asylum. 

I, C. D., [as above down to "care and treatment"] and being 
satisfied with the engagement entered into in writing by G. H. of 

{here insert address ond desorj^^jojz ] who has desired that the said 
A. B. may be sent to the asylum at {here insert description of 


* To be addressed to the person in charge of an asylum duly authorised by 
Government to receive lunatic Europeans subject to the Army Act. 
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aayinni and name ofihe Person hi charffe'] to pay the cost of main* 
tenance of the said A. B., in the said asylum, hereby authorize you to 
receive the snidiA. B, into your asylum. 

(Sd.) C. D. 

{Designation as above.) 

Dated the 

To the person in charge of the asylum at . 


FORM 7. 

Bond on the making over of a Innatic to the care 0/ relative or friend. 

(See sections 14, ig, 17.) 

Whereas A. B., son of , inhabitant of , has been 

brought up before C. D., a Presidency Magistrate for the town of 

(or Commissioner of Police for ] or the • snb ' . ' diviVionoi 
gistrate of , or a Magistrate of the first class specially 

empowered under Act of igi?] and is a lunatic who is believed 

to be dangerous for* deemed to be a lunatic who is not under proper care 
and control or is cruelly treated or neglected by the person having 
the charge of him^ and whereas I, E. F., son of inhabitant of 

, have applied to the Magistrate [or Commissioner of Police] 
that the said A. B. may be delivered to my care : 

I, E, F., abovenamed hereby bind myself that on the said A. B. 
being made over to my care, I will have the said A. B. properly taken 
care of and prevented from doing injury to himself or to others: and 
in case of my making default therein, I hereby bind myself to forfeit 
to His Majesty the King-Emperor of India, the sum of rupees 

Dated this day of 19 . 


(Sd.) E. F. 


{Where a bond with sureties is to be executed add ) — We do 
hereby declare ourselves sureties for the abovenamed E. F. that he 
will, on the aforesaid A. B. being made overtoh'S care, have the said 
A. B. properly taken care of and prevented from doing injury to him- 
self or to others ; and in case of the said R. F. making default therein, 
we bind ourselves, jointly and severally, to forfeit to His Majesty the 
King-Emperor of India, the sum of rupees 


Dated this day of 


19 . 


{^if>>jnfure.) 

Act IV., 1912.— 4. 
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Bond on the discharge of a Innnlic from an asylnm on the undertakr 
ing oj relative or friend to take due care. 

{^See section jj.) 

Whereas A. B., son of , inhabitant of , is a luna- 
tic who is now detained in the asylum at under an order made 

by C. D.i a Presidency Magistrate for the town of 
[or Commissioner of Police for j 

the 5ub'?]ii.i‘s r ^ ~ u Magistrate of , or a Magistrate of the 

first class specially empowered under Act ol 1912] under 

section 14 [or section 15] of Act of 1912 and whereas I, E. P., 

son ol , inhabitant of , have applied to the said Ma- 

gistrate [or Commissioner of Police] that the said A. B. may be deli- 
vered to my care and custody : 

I hereby bind myself that on the said A. B. being made over 
to my care and custody, I will have him properly taken care of and 
prevented from doing injury to himself or to others ; and in case of 
my making default therein, I hereby bind myself to forfeit to His 
Majesty the King-Emperor of India, the sum of Rupees • 

Dated this day of ig. . 

(Sd.) E. F. 

{Where a bond with sureties is to be executed add) — We 
do hereby declare ourselves sureties for the abovenamed E. F. that he 
will, on the aforesaid A. B. being delivered to his care and custody, 
have the said A, B. properly taken care of and prevented from doing 
injury to himself or to others ; and in case of the said E. F. making 
default therein, we bind ourselves, jointly and severally, to forfeit to 
His Majesty the King-Emperor of India, the sum of rupees • 

Dated this day of 19 , 


{Signature.) 


ef 1913.3 
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SCHEDULE II. 
Enactments repealed. 
iSee section 101.) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

Year* 

No. 

Short title. 

E.xtent of Repeal. 

1858 

XXXIV. 

Lunacy (Supreme Courts) 
Act, 1S58. 

So much as has not been 
repealed. 

1 ] 

XXXV. 

Lunacy (District Courts) Act, 

tsss. 

Ditto. 

1 ) 

XXXVI. 

Indian Lunatic Asylums 
Act, 1858. 

Ditto. 

1877 

XL 

Military Lunatics Act, 
X877, 

Ditto. 

1886 

XVIII. 

Indian Lunatic Asylums 
Act (1858) Amendment 

1 Act, 1886. 

Ditto, 

tS8g 

XX. 

Indian Lunatic Asylums 
Act ( 1 858) A mendment 
Act, 1889. 

Ditto, 

1894 

XIII. 

Amending (Army) Act, 

1894. 

So much as relates to the 
Military Lunatics Act, 
1877. 

1898 

V. 

Code of Criminal Proce- 
dure, 1898* 

Section 471, sub«section 3 
(2) and (3) and section 
472. 

1509 

11 

Amending (Army) Act, 
1909* 

So much as relates to the 
Military Lunatics Act, 
1877. 









ACT XXXII. OF 1839. 

Tie luterest Act, 1839.* 

Passed on the 30TH December 1839. 


Au Act concerning the allowance of Interest in certain cases.f 

> 1 . Whereas it is expedient to extend to the territories under the 
, government of the Ease India Company, 

as well within the jurisdiction of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Courts as elsewhere, the provisions of the Statute 3rd 


* This short title has been given by the Indian Short Titles Act 
(XIV. of 1897}. 

t This Act has been declared to be in force in the whole of British 
India, except as regards the Scheduled Districts, by the Laws Local Extent 
Act {XV. of 1874), s. 3. 

It has been declared in force in the Arakan Hill District by the Ara- 
kan Hill District Laws Regulation (IX. of 1874), s. 3. 

It has been declared, by notification under s. 3 (a) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act (XIV. of *874), to be in force in the following Scheduled 
Districts, namely 

(1) Sindh, — See Gazette of India ^ x88o, Pt. L, p. 672. 

(2) West Jalpaiguri, the Western Dvars, namely, that portion 

of the Jaipaiguri Division known as the VVestern* Dvars, 
that is, the country lying between the Tista and Sunkos 
Rivers in the Jaipaiguri District, the Western Hills of 
of Darjiling (that is, the Hills west of the Tista River 
in the District of Darjiling), the Darjiling Tarai and the 
Damson Sub-Division of the District of Darjiling. — See 
' Gazette of India, 1881, Pt. L p. 74. 

(3) The District of Hazaribagh.— See Gazette of India ^ 1881, Pt. L, 

P 507- 

(4) The District of Lohardaga.— See Gazette of India ^ 1881, Pt. L, 

p. S08. 

(5) The District of Manbhum.— See Gazette of India, 1881, Pt. I., 

p S09. 

(6) The Paragana of Dhalbhum in the District of Singbhum.— -See 

Gazette of India, 1881. Pt, I., p . 

(7) The Scheduled portion of the Mirzapur District. — See Gazette 

of India, 1879, Pt I , p. 383. 

(8) jaunsar Bawar. — See Gazette of India, 1879, Pt. 1 . p. 382. 

(9) The Scheduled Districts of the Central Provinces. — See Gazette 

of India ^ 1879, P* 77 ^^* 

2,000—17-13-1912. 
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INTEREST IN CERTAIN CASES^ [ACt XXXII., xBsg.] 


and 4th William IV., chapter 42, section 28, concerning the 
allowance of interest in certain cases.* 


It is, therefore, hereby enacted that, upon all debts or sums 
Power of Court to allow certain payble at a certain time or other- 
interest. wise, the Court before which such 

debts or sums may be recovered may, if it shall think fit, allow 
interest to the creditor at a rate not exceeding the current rate 
of interest from the time when such debts or sums certain were 
payable, if such debts or sums be payable by virtue of some 
written instrument at a certain time, or if payble otherwise, 
ihen from the time when demand of payment shall have been 
made in writing, so as such demand shall give notice to the 
debtor that interest will be claimed from the date of such demand 
until the term of payment, provided that interest shall be 
payable in all cases in which it is now payable by law. 


(10) The Districts of Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dara Ismail 
Khan and Dera Ghazi Khan. — See Gazette of Indin^ 1886, 
Pt. I., p. 48. 

(it) The District of Lahaul. — See Gazette of India, 1886, Vtl,, 
P- 30^- . . T , <.• 

(12) The Districts of Kamrup, Naugong, Darrang, Sihsagar, Laknim- 
pur, Goalpara (excluding the Eastern Dvars), and^ Cachar 
(excluding the North Cachar Hills). — Gazette of India, l8^8, 


Pt. I., p. 533. 

(13) The District of Sylhet. — See Gazette of India, i8jg, VI. 1 ., 

p. 631. 

(14) The Garo Hills, the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, the Naga Hihs, 

the North Cachar Hills in the Cachar District, and the 
Eastern Dvars in the Goalpara District. — See Gazette 
of India, 1897, Pt. I., p. 299. . . 

It has been extended, by notification under S. S of the last-mentionea 
Act, to the following Scheduled Districts, namely . 

(l) Kumaon and Garhvval. — See Gazette of India, 1876, Pt. '•» 


p. 606. 

(2} The North-Western Provinces Tarai. — See Gazette of Jnata, 


1S76, Pt. I., p. 505. 

* Short title, “The(iivil Procedure Act, 1833. 
Act, 1896, (59 & 60 Viet., c. 14). 


"—See the Short Tides 



ACT XVIII. OF 1850: 

The Judicial Officers’ Protection Act, 1850.* 

Passed on the 4Th April 1850. 


An Act for the Protection of Judicial Officers. 


For the greater protection of Magistrates and others' 

acting judicially, it is enacted as 
follows : — 


Preamble. 


* Act XVIIL of 1850 has been declared to be in force in the whole 
of British India except as regards the Scheduled Districts by the Laws 
Local Extent Act (XV. of 1874), s. 3. 

It has been declared in force in Upper Burma generally (except the 
Shan States) by the Upper Burma Laws Act (XX. of 1886) ; in Angul and 
the Khondmals by the Angul District Regulation (L of 1894), s. 3; in the 
Arakan Hill District by the Arakan Hill District Laws Regulation (IX. 
of 1874), s. 3; in British Baluchistan by the British Baluchistan Laws 
Regulation (L of 1890), s. 3 ; and in the Santhal Parganas by the Santhal 
Paiganas Settlement Regulation (IIL of 1874), s. 3, as amended by the 
Santhal Parganas Laws Regulation (III. of 1886). 

It has also been declared, by notification under s 3 [a) of the Schedul- 
ed Districts Act {XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following Scheduled 
Districts, namely ; — 

(1) The Taluqs of Bhadrachalam, Rakapilli, and the Rampa Country 

(see Gazette of India ^ 1879, Pt L, p. 630) : 

(2) The Districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, and 

Pargana Dhalbhum and the Kolhan in the District of Sing- 
bhum (see Gazette of India^ i88r, Pt. I., p. 504) • 

{3) Sindh (see Gazette of India ^ 1878, Pt. L, p. 482) : 

(4) West Jalpaiguri, the Western Hills of Darjiling, the Darjiling 
Tarai, and the Damson Sub-division of the Darjiling District 
(see Gazette oflndia^ 1881, Pt. I., p% 74) ; 

. (S) Kumaon and (aarhwal (see Gazette of India^ 1876, Pt. I., p. 

60s) * 

(o) The Scheduled Portion of the Mirzapur District (see Gazette of 
India. 1879, Pt L, p. 383): 

(7) Jaunsar Bawar (see Gazette of India ^ ^879, Pt- L, p. 382) : 

(8) The Districts of Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismail 

^ Khan, and Dera Ghazi Khan (see Gazette 0/ India. 1886 Pt 

L, p. 48) ; 

^000.— 23.1.19x3- 
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LAND ACQUISITION ACT. [Act I. of 1894. 

(a) the expression “ land " includes benefits to arise out of 
land, and things attached to the earth, or perma- 
nently fastened to anything attached to the earth ; 

(i) the. expression “ person interested " includes all persons 
claiming an interest in compensation to be made on 
account ‘of the acquisition of land under this Act; 
, and a person .shall be deemed to, be interested in 
land if he is interested in an easement affecting the 
land : 

(c) the expression '• Collector " means the Collector of a 
district, and includes a Deputy Commissioner and 

. , ' any officer specially appointed by the Local Govern- 

ment to perform the functions of a Collector under 
this Act : 

<{d) the expression “ Court " means a principal Civil Court 
of original jurisdiction, unless the Local Government 
has appointed (as it is hereby empowered to do) a 
special judicial officer within any specified local 
limits to perform the functions of the Court under 
this Act : 

(<?) the expression “ company ” means a company registered 
under the Indian Companies Act, 1882, or under 
the (English) Companies Acts, 1862 to 1890, or 
incorporated by an Act of Parliament or of the 
Governor-General in Council, or by. Royal Charter 
or Letters Patent : 

(/") the expression “ public purpose *’ includes the provision 
of villagC'Sites in districts in which the Local Govern- 
ment shall have declared, by notification in th' 
official Gazette, that it is customary for the Govern 
ment to- make such provision : and 

(^) the following persons shall be deemed persons “ entitle! 
to act ’’ as and to the extent hereinafter provide! 

. (that is to say) : — 

trustees for other persons beneficially interested shall b< 
deemed the persons entitled to act with reference 
any such case, and that to the same extent as 
persons beneficially interested could have acte 
free from disability; 
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a married woman, in cases to which the English law is ap»' 
plicable, shall be deemed the person so entitled to- 
act, and, whether of full age or not, to the same- 
extent as if she were unmarried and of full age and 

the guardians of minors and the committees or managers- 
of lunatics or idiots shall be deemed respectively the 
persons so entitled to act, to the same extent as the 
minors, lunatics, or idiots themselves, if free from- 
disability, could have acted : 

Provided that — 

(i) no person shall be deemed “ entitled to act ” whose, 
interest in the subject-matter shall be shown, to the' 
satisfaction of the Collector or Court, to be adverse 
to the interest of the person interested for whom he 
would otherwise be entitled to act ; 

(ir) in every such case the person interested may appear by 
a next friend, or, in default of iiis appearance by a 
next friend, the Collector or Court, as the case may 
be, shall appoint a guardian for the case to act on 
his behalf in the conduct thereof ; 

{Hi) the provisions of Chapter XXXI. of the Code of Civil 
Procedure shall, mutatis mutandis, apply in the ease 
of persons interested appearing before a Collector or 
Court by a next friend, or by a guardian for the case, 
in proceedings under this Act ; and 

(ip) no person " entitled to act” shall be competent to 
receive the compensation-money payable to the 
person for whom he is entitled to act, unless he would 
have been competent to alienate the land, and receive 
and* give a good discharge for the purchase-money 
on a voluntary sale. 

PART 11. 

Acquisition. 

Preliminary Invesiigaiion. 

4 . (/) Whenever it appears to the Local Government that 
Publication of preliminary land in any locality is likely to be needed 
notification, and powers of for any public purpose, a notification to 
officers thereupon. that effect shall be published in the 
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official GaaettCi and the Collector shall cause public notice of the 
substance of such notification to be given at convenient places in 
the said locality. 

{a) Thereupon it shall be lawful for any officer, either 
generally or specially authorized by such Government in this 
behalf, and for his seivanis and workmen, — 

to enter upon and survey and take levels of any land in such 
locality; 

to dig or bore into the subsoil ; 

to do all other acts necessary to ascertain whether the land is 
adapted for such purpose ; 

to set out the boundaries of the land proposed to be taken, 
and the intended line of the work (if any) proposed to be made 
thereon ; 

to mark such levels, boundaries, and line, by placing marks 
and cutting trenches ; 

and, where otherwise the survey cannot be completed, and 
the levels taken, and the boundaries and line marked, to cut down 
and clear away any part of any standing crop, fence, or jungle ; 

Provided that no person shall enter into any building, or 
upon any enclosed Court or garden attached to a dwelling-house 
(unless with the consent of the occupier thereof), without previously 
giving such occupier at least seven days' notice in writing of his 
intention to do so. 


5. The officer so authorized shall, at the time of such entry, 
p, fn.. P^y or tender payment for all necessary 

^ damage to be done as aforesaid; and, 

in case of dispute as to the sufficiency of the amount so paid or 
tendered, he shall at once refer the dispute to the decision of the 
Collector or other chief revenue-officer of the district, and such 
decision shall be final. 


Dtclaraiion of Inknded Acquisiiion. 

6. (r) Subject to the provisidhs of Part VII. of this Act, when- 
Declaration that land is re- ever it appears to the Local Governmen 
quired for a public purpose, that any particular land is needea 10 
public puipose, or for a company, a declaration shall be made 0 
that effect under the signature of a Secretary to such Governmen , 
or of some officer duly authorized to certify its orders ; 
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Provided that no such declaration shall be made, unlesfe- thes 
compensation to be awarded for such property is to be.paid^by a, 
company, or wholly or partly out of public revenues or some, fund 
controlled or managed by a local authority. > ; 1 

( 2 ) The declaration shall be published in the official Gazette, 
and shall state the district or other territorial division in which the 
land is situate, the purpose for which it is needed, its approximate 
area, and, where a plan shall have been made of the land, the place 
where such plan may be inspected. 

(j) The said declaration shall be conclusive evidence that the 
land is needed tor a public purpose or for a company, as the case 
may be ; and, after making such declaration, the Local Govern- 
ment may acquire the land in manner hereinafter appearing. 

7. Whenever any land shall have been so declared to be need- 
After declaration Collector ed for a public purpose or for a com- 

to take order for acquisition, pany, the Local Government, or soraer 
officer authorized by the Local Government in this behalf, shall 
direct the Collector to take order for the acquisition of the land; 

8 . The Collector shall thereupon cause the land (unless it has 
Land to be marked out, been already marked out under section 

tneasured, and planned. 4) to be marked out. He shall also 

cause it to be measured, and (if no plan has been made thereof) a 
plan to be made of the same. 

9 . (/) The Collector shall then cause public notice to be 

Notice to persons interest* convenient places on or near 

ed. the land to be taken, stating that the 

Government intends to take possession of the land, and that claims 
to compensation for all interests in such land may be made to him. 

(2) Such notice shall state the particulars’ of the land so need- 
ed. and shall require all persons interested in the land to appear, 
personally or by agent, before the Collector at a time and place 
therein mentioned (such time not being earlier than fifteen days 
after the data of publication of the notice), and to state the nature 
of their respective interests in the land and the amount and parti- 
culars of their claims to compensation for such interests, and their 
objections (if any) to the measurements made under section 8. The 
Collector may in any case require such statement to be made in 
writing, and signed by the party or his agent. 

' (j) The Collector shall aiso serve notice to the same effect on 

the occupier (if any) of such land, and on all such persons known 
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or believed to be interested therein, or to be entitled to act for per- 
sons so interested, as reside, or have agents authorized to receive 
service on their behalf, within the revenue-district in which the land 
is situate. 

(-jf) In case any person so interested resides elsewhere, and 
has no such agent, the notice shall be sent to him by post in a 
letter addressed to him at his last-known residence, address, or 
place of business, and registered under Part III. of the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1866. 

10 . (/) The Collector may also require any such person to 
Power to require and en- “i^ke Or deliver to him, at a time and 

force the making of state- place mentioned (such time not being 
ments as to names and inter- earlier than fifteen days after the date of 

the requisition) a statement containing, 
so far as may be practicable, the name of every other person pos- 
sessing any interest in the land or any part thereof as co-proprietor, 
sub-proprietor, mortgagee, tenant, or otherwise, and of the nature 
of such interest, and of the rents and profits (if any) received or re- 
ceivable on account thereof for three years nest preceding the date 
of the statement. 

(a) Every person required to make or deliver a statement 
under this section or section 9, shall be deemed to be legally bound 
to do so within the meaning of sections 175 and 176 of the Indian 
Penal Code, 

Enquiry into Measurements, Value, and Claims, and Award ly t^^ 

Collector. 

11 . On the day so fixed, or on any other day to which the 
Enquiry and award by Col- enquiry has been adjourned, the 

lector. lector shall proceed to enquire into m 

objections (if any), which any person interested has stated pursuan 
to a notice given under section 9, to the measurements made under 
section 8, and into the value of the land, and into the ^ 

interests of the persons claiming the compensation, and shall ma 
an award under his hand of — 

(*) the true area of the land ; 

(ii) the compensation which, in his opinion, should be ah 
. lowed for the land ; and u 

- (kVv the apportionment of the said compensation 

the persons known or believed to be interested 
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land, of whom, or of whose claims,' he has informa- 
tion, whether or not they have respectively appeared 
:before him, 

12. (0 Such award shall be filed in the Collector's office, and 
Award of Collector when to shall, except as hereinafter provided, be 
be final; final and conclusive evidence, as be- 

tween the Collector and the persons interested, whether they have 
respectiveiy appeared before the Collector or not, of the true area 
and value of the land, and the apportionment of the compensation 

among the persons interested. 

• 

( 2 ) The Collector shall give immediate notice of his award to 
such of the persons interested as are not present personally, or by 
their representatives when the award is made. 


13. The Collector may, for any cause he thinks fit, from time 

to time, adjourn the enquiry to a day to 
be fixed by him. 


’ Adjournment of enquiry* 


14. For the purpose of enquiries under this Act, the Collector 
Power to summon and en- Shall have pOWer tO Summon and en- 
force attendance of witnesses force the attendance of witnesses, includ- 
and production of documents, jjjg jjjg parties interested or any of them, 

and to compel the production of documents by the same means, 
and (so far as may be) in the same manner, as is provided in the 
case of a Civil Court under the Code of Civil Procedure. 


15. In determining the amount of compensation the Collec- 
Matters to be considered tor Shall be guided by the provisions 
and neglected. contained in Sections 23 and 24. 


Taking Possession. 


16. When the Collector has made an award under section 
• ... . 1 1 , he may take possession of the land, 

o a e possession, shall thereupon vest absolutely in 

the Government, free from all encumbrances. 


17 . (/) In cases of urgency, whenever the Local Govern- 
. Special Powers in cases of ment so directs, the Collector, though 
urgency. no such award has been made, may, on 

the expiration of fifteen days from the ' publication of the notice' 
mentioned in section 9 , sub-section /, take possession of any waste 
or arable land needed for public purposes, or for a company; 
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Such land shall thereupon vest absolutely in the Government free 
from all encumbrances. ^uvcnimenr, rree 


(2) Whenever, owing to any sudden change in the channel 
of any navigable nvar or other unforeseen emergency, it becomes 
necessary for any Railway Administration to acquire the immediate 
possession of any land for the maintenance of their traffic, or for 
the purpose of making thereon a riverside or gh|t station, or of 
providing convenient connection with, or access to, any such sta- 
tion, the Collector may, immediately after the publication of the 
no ice mentioned in sub section /, and with the previous sanction 

“P”"' t^ke possession of, 
such land, which shall thereupon vest absolutely in the Govern, 
ment, free from all encumbrances: 


Provided that the Collector shall not take possession of any 
building or part of a building under this sub-section without giving 

V fo^ty-eight hours' notice of his 

r f Is* as may be reasonably 

frnm^ hf ^ occupier to rcmove his moveable property 

from such builoing without unnecessary inconvenience. 


^uder either of the preceding sub-sections 
npr^nno at the time of taking possession, offer to the 


A j uuaacoaiuiJ, uuci lu uiv-. 

nf anv^ nn compensation for the standing crops and trees 

caused bv such °'ker damage sustained by them 

2A • anH n dispossession, and not excepted in section 

a^d treea anH fi? accepted, the value of such crops 

forinawardin ^ amount of such other damage shall be allowed 

herein containfd?°"’^^°^^"°” Provisions 


PART III. 

Rbf. RKNCK TO Court AND Prochdurb thereon. 

18 . (/) Any person interested who has not accepted the 
Reference to Court. award may, by Written application to the 

Collector, require that the matter be 
referred by the Collector for the determination of the Court, whether 
fais objection be to the measurement of the land, the amount of 
the compensation, the persons to whom it is payable, or the appor- 
tionment of the compensation among the persons interested. 

^ (^) The application shall state the grounds on which objec- 

tion to the award is taken : 
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Provided that every such application shall be made,— - 

(a) if the person making it was present or represented be- 
fore the Collector at the time when he made his 
award, within six weeks from the date of the Col- 
lector’s award : 

( 5 ) in other cases, within six weeks of the receipt of the 
notice from the Collector under section 12, sub- 
section 2, or within six months from the date of the 
Collector’s award, whichever period shall first expire, 

19 . (/) In making the reference, the Collector shall state. 
Collector’s statement to the for the information of the Court, in 

Court. writing under his hand, — 

(a) the situation and e.xtent of the land, with particulars of 
any trees, buildings, or standing crops thereon; 

( 5 ) the names of the persons whom he has reason to think 
interested in such land ; 

(r) the amount awarded for damages, and paid or tendered 
under sections 5 and 17, or either of them, and the 
amount of compensation awarded under section 1 1 ; 
and, 

(</) if the objection be to the amount of the compensation, 
the grounds on which the amount of compensation 
was determined. 

(2) To the said statement shall be attached a schedule giving 
the particulars of the notices served upon, and of the statements in 
writing made or delivered by, the parties interested, respectively. 

20 . The Court shall thereupon cause a notice, specifying the 
Service of notice. 

determine the objection, and directing 
their appearance before the Court on that day, to be served on the 
following persons, namely : — 

(a) the applicant; 

(< 5 ) all persons interested in the objection, except such (if 
any) of them as have consented without protest to 
receive payment of the compensation awarded f 
and, 

• (r) if the objection is in regard to the area of the land or to 
the amount of the compensation, the Collector. 
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21. The scope of the inquiry in every such proceeding shall 
Restriction on scope of he restricted to a consideration of the 
proceedings. interests of the persons affected by the 

objection. 


22. Every such proceeding shall take place in open Court, and 
Proceedings to be in open all persons entitled to practice in any 

Court. Civil Court in the province shall be 

entitled to appear, plead, and act (as the case may be) in such 
proceeding. 

23. ( 1 ) In determining the amount of compensation to be 
Matters to be considered in awarded for land acquired under this 

determining compensation. Act, the Court shall take into consider- 
ation — 

/frj/, the market-value of the land at the date of the pub- 
lication of the declaration relating thereto under 
section 6 ; 

secondly, the damage sustained by the person interested, by 
reason of the taking of any standing crops or trees 
which may be on the land at the time of the Col- 
lector’s taking possession thereof ; 

thirdly, the damage (if any) sustained by the person in- 
terested at the time of the Collector’s taking posses- 
sion of the land, by reason of severing such land 
from his other land ; 


/owr/A^, the damage (if any) sustained by the person in- 
terested, at the time of the Collec or's taking posses- 
sion of the land, by reason of the acquisition 
injuriously affecting his other property, moveable or 
immoveable, in any other manner, or his earnings; 


fifthly, if, in consequence of the acquisition of the land by 
the Collector, the person interested is compelled to 
change his residence or place of business, the reason- 
able expenses (if any) incidental to such change , 
and 


sixthly,, the damage (if any) bona fide resulting from d m 
' nution of the profits of the land between the tim 
of the publication of the declaration under section 
' ' and ■ the time of the Collector's taking possession or 


the land. 
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( 2 ) In addition to the market- value of the land as above 
provided, the Court shall, in every case, award a sum of fifteen 
per centum on such market- value, in consideration of the compul- 
sory nature of the acquisition. 

Matters te be neglected 24- But the Court shall not take 

in determining compensation, into consideration,— 

Firsi, the degree of urgency which has led to the acqui- 
sition ; 

secondly, any disinclination of the person interested to part 
with the land acquired ; 

thirdly, any damage sustained by him which, if caused by a 
private person, would not render such person liable 
to a suit ; 

fourthly, any damage which is likely to be caused to the 
land acquired after the date of the publication of the 
declaration under section 6, by or In consequence of 
the use to which it will be put; 

fifthly, any increase to the value of the land acquired likely 
to accrue from the use to which it will be put when 
acquired ; 

sixthly, any increase to the value of the other land of the 
person interested likely to accrue from the use to 
which the land acquired will be put; or, 

seventhly, any outlay or improvements on, or disposal of, the 
land acquired, commenced, made, or effected without 
the sanction of the Collector after the date of the pub- 
lication of the declaration under section 6. 

25. (/) When the applicant has made a claim to compensation, 
Rules as to amount of pursuant to any notice given under 
compensation. section 9, the amount awarded to him by 

the Court shall not exceed the amount so claimed, or be less than 
^he amount awarded by the Collector under section ii. 

(2) When the applicant has refused to make such claim, or 
has omitted, without sufficient reason (to be allowed by the Judge), 
to make such claim, the amount award ed by the Court shall in no 
case exceed the amount awarded by the Collector. 

■ ’ V, 

{3) When the applicant has omitted, for a sufficient reason (to 
be allowed by the- Judge), to make such claim, the amount awarded 
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to him by the Court shall not hf. Uo. .u 

amount awarded by the Collector. may exceed, the 

20. Every award under this Part shall k» • 

<-<. .he spends of 

27. (.) Every eoch award shall also slale the amount of costs 

proceedings under this 

proportions, they are to be paid.’ 

( 2 ) When the award oF th.» C'r^w . 

.snail ordinarily be paid bv the TnU op^ield, the costs 

of opinion that the^c^aim 0 tL Court shall be 

that he was so nedteem in mmi so e^ravagant, or 

that some deduction from before the Collector 

should pay a pLVoUheToneaor°s‘Lts?'''‘‘ " '''“ ''' 

CohS C-... .he Collector 

to pay interest on excess lo ^ ^warded as Compensation 

compensation. 's in excess of the sum which the Col- 

award of the Court mav dir^^f°»k award as compensation, the 
on such excess at the rat<» nf • Collector shall pay interest 

date on which he took nnsspec* centum per annum from the 

of such excess into Court payment 


part IV. 

Apportionment or Compensation. 

pJlr7T interested, if such persons 

«eni K sp Jsed?’’"'"'"' S!.-'" »PP“'tinnment of the com- 

portionmeut shall be specifled in'TheamrTIn^ « b't “h" 
■oflheapporholem he conclusive evidence of the correctness 

SO. When the amount of compensation has been settled under 
Dispute as to apportionment. ®®ction II, if any dispute arises as to the 

apportionment of the same or any part 
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thereof, or as to the persons to whom the same or any part thereof 
is payable, the Collector may refer such dispute to the decision of^ 
the Court. 


PART V. 

Payment. 

31 . (/) On making an award under section ii, the Collector 
Payment of componsa- shall terjder payment of the compensation 
tion or deposit of same in awarded by him to the persons interested 
Court. entitled thereto according to the award, 

and shall pay it to them unless prevented by some one or more of 
the contingencies mentioned in the next sub-section. 

(2) If they shall not consent to receive it, or if there be no. 
person competent to alienate the land, or if there be any dispute as* 
to the title to receive the compensation, as to the apportionment 
of it, the Collector shall deposit the amount of the compensatioa 
in the Court to which a reference under section 18 would be 
submitted : 

Provided that any person admitted to be interested may receive 
such payment under protest as to the sulEciency of the amount : 

Provided also that no person who has received the amount 
otherwise than under protest shall be entitled to make any 
application under section 18 : 

Provided also that nothing herein contained snail affect the 
liability of any person, who may receive the whole or any part of 
any compensation awarded under this Act, to pay the same to the 
person lawfully entitled thereto. 

(5) Notwithstanding anything in this section, the Collector 
may, with the sanction of the Local Government, instead of 
awarding a money-compensation in respect of any land, make any 
arrangement with a person having a limited interest in such land^ 
either by the grant of other lands in exchange, the remission of 
land -revenue on other lands held under the same title, or in such 
other way as may be equitable, having regard, to the interests of the 
parties concerned. / , 

{ 4 ) Nothing in the last foregoing sUb-section shall be construed 
to interfere with, or limit the power of, the Collector to, enter into 
any arrangement with any person interested in the land, and com- 
petent to contract in respect thereof. 
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32- (/) If any money shall be deposited in Court under 
Investment of money de- sub-section 2 of the last preceding 
posited in respect of lands Section, and it appears that the land in 
belongingf to persons incom- respect whereof the same was awarded 
petenc to a lenate. belonged to any person who had no 

power to alienate the same, tne Court shall — 

(a) order the money to be invested in the purchase of other 
lands to be neld under the like title and conditions 
of ownership as the land in respect of which such 
money shall have been deposited was held, or 

(3) if such purchase cannot be eflfected forthwith, then in 
such Government or other approved securities as the 
Court shall think ht; 

and shall direct the payment of the interest or other proceeds 
arising from such investment to the person or persons who would, 
for the time being, have been entitled to the possession of the said 
land, and such moneys shall remain so deposited and invested until 
the same be applied — 

(/) in the purchase of such other lands as aforesaid; or. 

(k) in payment to any person or persons becoming abso- 
lutely entitled thereto. 

( 2 ) In all cases of moneys deposited to which this section 
.applies, the Court shall order the costs of the following matters, 
including therein all reasonable charges and expenses incident 
•thereto, to be paid by the Collector, namely : — 

(a) the costa of such investments as aforesaid ; 

(3) the costs of the orders for the payment of the interest or 

other proceeds of the securities upon which such 
moneys are for the time being invested, and for the 
payment out of Court of the principal of such 
moneys and of all proceedings relating thereto, 
except such as may be occasioned by litigation 
between adverse claimants. 

33 . When any money shall have been deposited in Court 
Investment of money depo. under this Act for any cause other 
sited in other cases. than that mentioned in the last preceaing 

section, the Court may, on the application of any party interested 
or claiming an interest in such money, order the sanie to be tn- 
vested in such Government or other approved securities as it may 
think proper, and may direct the interest or other proceeds' or any 
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such investment to :be accuralated and paid in such manner as it 
may consider will give the parties Interested therein, the same 
benefit the refrom as they might have had from the land in respect 
whereof such money shall have been deposited, or as near thereto 
as may be. 

34. When the amount of such compensation is not paid or 
^ . deposited on or before taking possession 

Payment of interest. Collector shall pay the 

amount awarded with interest thereon at the rate of 6 per centum 
per annum from the time of so taking possession until it shall have 
been so paid or deposited. 


PART VI. 

Temporary Occupation of Land. 

35. (/) ’Subject to the provisions of Part VII. of this Act, 
~ , whenever it appears to the Local Go- 

Temporary occu pation or , , 

waste or arable land. Pro- vernment that the temporary occupation 

cedure when difference as to and use of any waste or arable land are 
compensation exists. needed for any public purpose, or for a 

company, the Local Government may direct the Collector to 
procure the occupation and use of the same for such term as it 
shall think fit, not exceeding three years from the commencement 
of such 0 ccupation. 

(a) The Collector shall thereupon give notice in writing to the 
persons interested in such land of the purpose for which the 
same is needed, and shall, for the occupation and use thereof for 
such term as aforesaid, and for the materials (if any) to be taken 
therefrom, pay to them such comp ensation, either in a gross sum of 
money, or by monthly or other periodical payments, as shall be 
agreed upon in writing between him and such persons respectively. 

( 5 ) In case the Collector and the persons interested differ as 
to the sufficiency of the compensation or apportionment thereof, the 
Collector shall refer such difference to the decision of the Court. 

Power to enter and take 36. (/) On payment of SUCh COm- 

possession, and compensation pensation, or on executing such agree- 
on restoration. ment, or on making a reference undetr 

section 35 , 
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the Collector may enter upon and take possession of the Iand> 
and use or permit the use thereof in accordance with the terms of 
the said notice. 

(2) On the expiration of the term, the Collector shall make 
or tender to the persons int crested compensation for the damage 
(if any) done to the land, and not provided for by the agreement, 
and shall restore the land to the persons interested therein : 

Provided that, if the land has become permanently unfit to be 
used for the purpose for which it was used immediately before the. 
commencement of such term, an d if the persons interested shall so 
require, the Local Government shall proceed under this Act to 
acquire the land as if it was needed permanently for a public 
purpose, or for a company. 

37 . In case the Collector and persons interested differ as to 
Difference as to condition the condition of the land at the expira- 
o£ land. tion of the term, or as to any matter 

connected with the said agreemeet, the Collector shall refer such 
difference to the decision of the Court. 


PART VII. 

Acquisition of Land for Companies. 

38 . (/) Subject to such rules as the Governor*General of 
Company may be authori- India in Council may, from time to 

zed to enter and survey. time, prescribe in this behalf, the Local 

Government may authorize any officer of any company desiring to 
acquire land for its purposes to exercise the powers conferred by 
section 4. 

(2) In every such case section 4 shall be construed as if, for 
the words, “ for such purpose,” the words, “ for the purposes of 
the company,” were substituted; and section 5 shall be construed; 
as if, after the words; “ the officer,” the words, of the company," 
were inserted. 

39 . The provisions of sections 6 to 37 (both inclusive) shall 
Previous consent of Local «ot be pul in iorce in Older to acquire 

Government and execution of land for any company, unless Wltli tne 
agreement necessary. previous Consent of the Local Govern- 

ment, ncr unless the company shall have executed the agreement 
hereinafter mentioned. 
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40..(/) Such consent shall not be given, unless the 'Local 

Government be satisfied, by an enquiry 
Previous enquiry. ^^3 hereinafter provided,— 

(o) that such acquisition is needed for the construction of 
some Avork, and 

{b) that such work is likely to prove useful to tiie public. 

( 2 ) Such enquiry shall be held by such officer, and at such 
time and place, as'the Local Government shall appoint. 

(j) Such officer may summon and enforce the attendance of 
witnesses, and compel the production of documents by the same 
means, and, as far as possible, in the same manner, as is provided 
by the Code of Civil Procedure in the case of a Civil Court. 

41. Such officer shall report to the Local Government the 
Agreement with Secretary result of the enquiry, and, if the Local 
of State in Council. Government is satisfied that the proposed 

acquisition is needed for the construction of a work, and that 
such work is likely to prove useful'to the public, it shall, subject 
to such rules as the Governor-General of India in Council may, 
from time to time, prescribe in this behalf, require the company to 
enter into an agreement with the Secretary of State for India in 
Council, providing, to the satisfaction of the Local Government, 
for the following matters, namely ; — 

(/) the payment to Government of the cost of the acquisi- 
tion ; 

( 2 ) the transfer, on such payment, of the land to the com- 
pany ; 

(j) the terras on which the land shall be held by the cam- 
pany; 

(^) the time within which, and the conditions on which 
the work shall be executed and maintained ; and * 

( 5 ) the terms on which the public shall be entitled to use 
the work. 


agreement shall, as soon as may fae after 1 
execution, be published in tne Gaz*,,, 


42, Every such 

Publication o{ agreement* ? j r 

Inaia^ ana also in the lnr;»i 
Gazette, and shall thereupon (so far as regards the termc 
the public shall be entitled to use the work) have the qq on whi 
it had formed part of this Act. ^ effect 
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43 . The provisions of sections 39 to 4.Z, both inclusive, shall 

not apply, and the corresponding sections 
of the Land Acquisition Act, 1870, shall 
be deemed never to have applied, to the 
acquisition of land for any railway or 
other company, for the purposes of which, under any agreement 
between such company and the Secretary of Stale for India in 
Council, the Government is or was bound to provide land. 


Sections 39 to 43 not to 
apply where Government 
bound by agreement to pro- 
vide land for companies. 


44. In the case of the acquisition of land-for the purposes of 
How agreement between a railway company, the existence of such 
railway company and Secre- an agreement as is mentioned in section 
tary of State may be proved. jjg proved by the production of 

a printed copy thereof purporting to be printed by order of Go* 
vernmeot. 


PART VIII. 

Miscellanhous. 


45. (/) Service 

Service of notices* 


of any notice under this Act shall be mad* 
by delivering or tendering a copy there 
of signed, in the case of a notice undei 
section 4, by the -officer therein mentioned, and, in the case of an) 
other notice, by or by order of the Collector or the Judge. 

• (2) Whenever it may be practicable, the service of the notfe 
shall be made on the person therein named. 

(j) When such person cannot be found, the service may b« 
made on any adult male member of his family residing with him • 
and if no such adult male member can be found, the notice ® 
served by fixing the copy on the outer door of the house in whicn 
the person therein named ordinarily dwells or carries on business, 
or by fixing a copy thereof in some conspicuous place in the otncc 
of the officer aforesaid or of the Collector, or in the Court-nouse> 
and also in some conspicuous part of the land to be acquired : 

•Provided that, if the Collector or Judge shall so direct^ ^ 
notice may be sent by post, in a letter addressed to toe p 

named therein at bis last-known residence, ' address, or pia 

. business, and registered under Part HI. of the Indian Pos U 
Act, 1866, and service of it may be proved by the proonc 
the addressee’s receipt. ' , - 



^ct 1> -of >894.] 


r.A?iP A??- 


29 


46. Whoever wilfully qb^truct^ aijy person ip doing any of 
penally for .bairucliag aa- the JdS ^uthotized by Section 4 Ot see- 

quisition of I»pd. uon 8, or Wilfully fills up, destroys, 

damages, or displaces any trench or mark ma4e under section 4, 
shall, on conviction before a Magistrate, be liable to irapfisonmept 
for any term not exceeding one month, or to fine pot exceeding 
ififty rupees, qr to both, 

47. If the Collector is opposed or impeded in taking posses- 
Magistrate to enforce sur* sion under this Act of any land, he shall, 

•render. if a Magistrate, enforce the surrender of 

the land to himself, and, if not a Magistrate, he shall apply to a 
Magistrate or (within the towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bornl^ay) 
to the Commissioner of Police, and such Magistrate or Comiais- 
sioner (as the case may be) shall enforce the surrender of tja? jpnd 
to the Collector, 

48. (/) Except in the case pro- 
Corapletion of acquisition vided for in section 36, the Government 

Sion^irS’^wSd/d'^hen shall be at liberty to withdraw from the 
not completed. acquisition of any land qf tyhich posses- 

sion has not been taken. 

(a) Whenever the Government withdraws from any such ac- 
quisition, the Collector shall determine the amount of compensation 
due for the damage suffered by the owner in consequence of the 
notice or of any proceedings thereunder, and shall p^y suqh pipount 
to the person interested^ together with all coats reasonably incurred 
by him in the prosecution of .the proceedings under this Act relat- 
ing to the said land. 

(j) The provisions of Part III. of this Act shall apply, so far 
as may be, to the determination of the compensation payable under 
this section. 

49. (/) The provisions of this Act shall not be put in force 
Acquisition of part of house for the purpose of acquiring a part only 
or building. Qf ^ny house, manufactory, or other 

building, if the owner desirq that the whole of suc.h house, manu- 
factory, or building shall he so acquired : 

Provided that the owner may, at any, tiine before ,the Collector 
has made his award under section ii, by notice in writing, with- 
draw or modify hjs expressed desire that the whole of such house, 
manufactory, or Jauilding shall be so .ac^pp®^ • 
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Provided also th'at, if any question shall arise- as. to whether 
any land proposed to be taken under this Act does. or not form 
part of a house, manufactory, or building within the ^meaning' of 
this section, the Collector shall refer the determination of such 
question to the Court, and shall not take possession of such land 
until after the question has been determined. > 

In deciding on such a reference, the Court shall have regard 
to the question whether the land proposed to be taken 'is - reasonably 
required for the full and unimpaired use of the house, manufactory 
or building. 

(2) If, in the case of any claim under section 23, sub-section 
I thirdly, by a person interested, on account of the severing of the 
land to be acquired from his other land, the Local Government is 
of opinion that the claim is unreasonable or excessive, it may at 
any time before the Collector has made his award, order the ac- 
quisition of the whole of the land of which the land first sought to be 
acquired forms a part. , 

(y) In the case last hereinbefore provided for, no -fresh der 

claration or other proceedings under sections 6 to 10, both inclu- 
sive, shall be necessary ; but the Collector shall, without delay 
furnish a copy of the order of th e Local Government to the person 
interested, and shall thereafter proceed 10 make his award undet 
section ii. 


50 . (/) Where the provisions of this Act are put in force for 
Acquisition of land at cost the purpose of acquiring land at the cost 
of a local authority or com- of any fund controlled or managed by a 

local authority, or of any company, the 
charges of, and incidental to, such acquisition shall be defrayed 
from or by such fund or company. 


(2) In any proceeding held before a Collector or Court in 
such cases the local authority or company concerned may appear 
and adduce evidence for the purpose of determining the amount of 
compensation : 

Provided that no such local authority or company shall be 
entitled to demand a reference under section 18. 


51 . No award or agreement made under this Act shall be 

Exemption from stamp- chargeable with Stamp-duty, and nopef- 

y and fees. SOU claiming under any such award 

:eement shall be liable to pay any fee for a copy of the same. 
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52 . No suit or other proceeding shall be commenced or pro- 
Notice m case of soils iot seouted against any person for anything 

anything done in pursuance done m pursuance 01 this Act, Without 
of Act. giving to such person a month’s previous 

notice in writing of the intended proceeding, and of the cause there- 
of, nor after tender of sufficient amends. 

53 . Save in so far as they may be inconsistent with anything 
Code of Civil Procedure to contained in this Act, the provisions of 

apply to proceedings before the Code of Civil Procedure shall apply 
Court. to all proceedings before the Court under 

this Act. 


54. Subject to the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure 
Appeals in proceedings be- applicable to appeals from original de- 
fore Court. crees, an appeal shall lie to the High 

Court from the award, or from any part of the award, of the Court 
in any proceedings under this Act. 


55. (/) The Local Government shall have power to make rules 

D . I , consistent with this Act for the guidance 

Powers to make rules. cm • n .. . j -.u 

of officers m ail matters connected with 

its enforcement, and may, from time to time, alter and add to the 

rules so made. 


(2) The power to make, alter, and add to rules under sub- 
section I shall be subject to the condition of the rules being made, 
altered, or added to after previous publication. 

(y) All such rules, alterations, and additions, shall, when sanc- 
tioned by the Governor-General in Council, be published in the 
official Gazette, and shall thereupon have the force of law. 
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ACT XVIII. OF 1885.* 

The Land Acquisition (Hines), Act. 

Received the G.-G.'s Assent on the i6th October 1885. 

An Aci to provide for cases in which Mines or Minerals are siiuaie 

under land which it is desired to acquire under the Land Acqui- 
sition Act,-\ i 8 yo> 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for cases in which mines 
or minerals are situate under land which it is desired to acquire 
under the Land Acquisition Act,^ 1870; It is hereby enacted as 
follows ; — 

Short Htle^ commencement^ (■^) This Act may be called 

and local extent. “ The Land Acquisition (Mines) Act 

1885 ; ” and 

(2) It shall come into force at once. 

(j) It extends, in the first instance, to the territories administered 
by the Governor of Madras in Council and the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal, but any other Local Government may, from time to 
time, by notification in the official Gazette, extend this Act to the 
whole or any specified part of the territories under its administration. 

2 . Except as expressly provided by this Act, nothing in this 
Savingfor mineral rights of Act shall affect the right of the Govern- 
the Government. ment to any mines or minerals. 

8. (/) When the Local Government makes a declaration under 
Declaration that mines are Section dj of the Land Acquisition Act, 
not needed. 1870, that land is needed for a public 

purpose or for a company, it may, if it thinks fit, insert in the de- 
claration a statement that the mines of coal, iron-stone, slate, or other 
minerals lying under the land or any particular portion of the land, 
except only such parts of the mines or minerals as it may be neces- 
sary to dig or carry away or use in the construction of the work for 
the purpose of which the land is being acquired, are not needed. 

* Declared in force in- 
ti) The Santhal Parganas (see Reg. III. of 1872, s, 3, as amended 
by Reg. III. of 1886) : 

(2) Angul and the Khondmals (see Reg. I. of 1894, s. 3). 

T See now Act I. of 1894. 

% Corresponding with 3, 6 of Act I, of 1894. , • , 
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( 2 ) When a statement as aforesaid has not been inserted in the 
declaration made in respect of any land under section 6* * * § of the 
Land Acquisition Act, 1870, and the Collector is of opinion that 
the provisions of this Act’ ought to be applied to the land, he may 
abstain from tendering compensation under section iif of the 
said Land Acquisition /vet in respect of the mines, and may — 

(a) when he makes an award under section 14$ of that Act, 
insert such a statement in his award ; 

{ 6 ) when he makes a reference to the Court under section 155 
of that Act, insert such a statement in his reference ; or 

(r) when he takes possession of the land under section 17II of 
that Act publish such a statement in such manner as the Governor- 
General in Council may, from time to time, prescribe. 

(j) If any such statement is inserted in the declaration, award, 
or reference, or published as aforesaid the mines of coal, iron-stone, 
slate or other minerals under the land or portion of the land specifi- 
ed in the statement, except as aforesaid, shall not vest in the Gov- 
ernment when the land so vests under the said Act. 

4 . If the person for the time being immediately entitled to 

Notice to be given before or get any mines or minerals lying 

working mines lying under under any land SO acquired IS desirous 

of working or getting the same, he shall 
give the Local Government notice in writing of his intention so to 
do sixty days before the commencement of working. 

5 . (/) At any time or times after the receipt of a notice 
Power to prevent or restrict Under the last- foregoing section, and 

working. whether before or after the expiration 

of the said period of sixty days, the Local Government may cause 
the mines or minerals to be inspected by a person appointed by it 
for the purpose ; and, 

( 2 ) if it appears to the Local Government that the working 
or getting of the mines or minerals, or any part thereof, is likely 
to cause damage to the surface of the land or any works thewon, 
the Local Government may publish, in such manner as the Gov- 


* Corresponding with s« 6 of Act I, of 1894* 

T Corresponding with s« xi of Act I. of i 894 ' 

^ Corresponding with s. 12 of Act I.. of x 894 - 

§ Corresponding with s. x 8 of Act I. of 1894* 
11 Corresponding with s, 17 of Act I. of x 894 « 
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ernor-General in Council may, from time to time, direct, a de- 
claration of its willingness, either — 

(a) to pay compensation for the mines or minerals still un- 
worked or ungotten, or that part thereof, to all persons having an 
interest in the same ; or 

(< 5 ) to pay compensation to all such persons in consideration 
of those mines or minerals, or that part thereof, being worked or 
gotten in such manner and subject to such restrictions as the 
Local. Government may in its declaration specify. 

(j) If the declaration mentioned in case (a) is made, then 
those mines or minerals, or that part thereof, shall not thereafter 
be worked or gotten by any person. 

{ 4 ) If the declaration mentioned in case ( 3 ) is made, then 
those mines or minerals, or that part thereof, shall not thereafter 
be worked or gotten by any person save in the manner and sub- 
ject to the restrictions specified by the Local Government. 

6. When the working or geting of any mines or minerals 
Mode of determining per- has been prevented or restricted under 

sons interested and amount section 5, the persons interested in those 
o compensation. mines or minerals, and the amounts of 

compensation payable to them respectively, shall, subject to all 
necessary modifications, be ascertained in the manner provided by 
the Land Acquisition Act,* 1870, for ascertaining the persons in- 
terested in the land to be acquired under that Act, and the amounts 
of compensation payable to them, respectively. 

7 . (r) If, before the expiration of the said sixty days, the 

If Local Government does Government does not publish a 

notoffer to pay compensation, declaration as provided in section 5, the 
Worked in a owner, lessee, or occupier of the mines, 
may, unless and until such a declaration 
>s subsequently made, work the mines or any part thereof in a 
manner proper and necessary for the beneficial working thereof, 
and according to the usual manner of working such mines in the. 
-local area where the same are situate. 

(2) If any damage or obstruction is caused to the surface of 
the land or any works thereon by improper working of the mines, 
the owner, lessee, or occupier of the mines, shall at once, at his 


* See now Act L of 1894. 
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construct the works, and recover the expense' thereof from the 
owner, lessee, or occupier. 

14 . When a statement under section 3 has been made re- 
construction of Act when any land, and the land has 

land acquired has been trans- been acquired by the Government, and 
ferred to a local authority or has been transferred to, or has vested by 
company. operation of law in, a local authority 

or company, then sections 4 to 13, both inclusive, shall be read as if 
for the words “ the Local Government,” wherever they occur in 
those sections, the words,” the local authority or company, as the 
case may be, which has acquired the land,” were substitued. 


15 . (/) This Act shall apply to any land for the acquistion 
Pending ca.!es whereof proceedings under the Land 

^ ' Acquisition Act* * * § 1870, are- pending at 

the time when this Act comes into force, unless before that time 
the Collector has made, in respect of the land, and award under 
section 14! or a reference to the Court under section of jthat 
Act, or has taken possession of the land under section i7§ of the 
same. 


(2) When the Collector has, before the said time, made an 
award or reference in respect of any such land, or taken possess- 
sion thereof as aforesaid, and all the persons interested in the land, 
or entitled under the Land Acquisition Act,* 1870 to act for persons 
so interested, who have attended or may attend in the course of the 
proceedings under sections ii to 15, 1 | both inclusive, of the Land 
Acquisition Act,* 1870 consent in writing to the application of this 
Act to the land, the Collector may, by an order in writing, direct 
that it shall apply, and thereupon, it shall be deemed to have ap- 
plied, from the commencement of the proceedings; and the Col- 
f lector shall be deemed, as the case may be, to have inserted in his 
award or reference, or to have published in the prescribed man- 
ner, when he took possession, the statement mentioned in section 3 
of this Act. 


* See now Act I. of 1894. 

t Corresponding with s. i 2 of Act I. of 1894. 

j Corresponding with s. r8 of Act I. of 1894. 

§ Corresponding with s. 17 of Act I. of 1894. 
i S. tl corresponds with s, n of Act I, of 1894, 
S. 12 „ ,, s. 13 II >1 II II II 

S. 13 11 u *5 ii II II II ” 

S. 14 „ )i s, ja „ „ „ ,, I, 

S. 13 II II i. II II II ” 
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29. 


Defintion of local author- 
ity and company. 


16. In this Act — 


(a) ” local authority” means any municipal committee, dis- 
trict board, body of port commissioners, or other authority legally 
entitled to, or entrusted by the Government with, the control or 
management of any municipal or local fund ; and 

(3) “ company” means a company registered under any of 
the enactments relating to companies from time to time in force 
in British India, or formed in pursuance of an Act of Parliament, 
or by Royal Charter or Letters Patent. 


17. This Act shall, for the purposes of all enactments for 

the time being in force, be read with, 
and taken as part of, the Land Acquisi-^ 
tion Act,* 1870. 


This Act to be read with 
Land Acquisition Act,** 1870 


* See now Act I. of 1894. 
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THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT, i&ltj 
(Act XVIII. of 1879).* 

Received G.-G.’s Assent on 29TH October 1879. 


An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to 
Legal Practitioners. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 

relating to legal practitioners in the 
Lower Provinces of Bengal, the North- 
Western Provinces, the Punjab, Oudh, the Central Provinces, and 
Assam, and to empower each of the Local Governments of the rest 
of British India to extend, to the territories administered by it, such 
portions of this Act as such Government may think fit ; It is hereby 
enacted as follows : — 


CHAPTER 1 . 
Pehliminary. 


1 . This Act may be called the Legal Practitioners Act, 1879, 
Short title. and shall come into force on the first 

Commencement. day of January 1880. 


. Local extent. 


This section and section 2 extend 
to the whole of British India. 


The rest of this Act extends in the first instance, only to' the 
territories respectively administered by the Lieutenant-Governors 
of the Lower Provinces of Bengal, the North-Western Provinces, 
and the Punjab, and the Chief Commissioners of Oudh, the Cen- 
tral Provinces, and Assam. But any other Local Government may^ 

' ' ^ ' ' ~~ ” ”■ laj 

^ For the Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gazette of India 

1878, Pt. V,, p, 381 ; for the Reports of the Select Committee, see ibid! 

1879, Pt. V,, pp. 51 and 841 ; for Proceedings in Council, see ibid,.^ 187$! 
Supplement, pp. 1658 and 1693; ihid., 1879, Supplement, pp.'jg, 1066, aad 

Tinned ^ 


Act XVIII. of 1879 has been declared in force in Angul and the 
Khondmals by the Augul District Regulation (I. of 1894), s« 3 ' and bv 
notification under s. 3 (a) of the Scheduled Districts Act (XIV. of 

Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, and Pare-ana 
Dhalbhum, and the Kolhan in the District of Singbhum. — See Gazatu n* 

the ni District of Lohardaga included at this «ma 

the District of Palamau, which was separated in 1894.) 





irgai, practitioners. 
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n? official Gazette, extend* 

anv mrt "’hole or 

y part or the territories under its administration. 


-<• On and from tlie 5 rst day of January 1880, the enact- 
Repeal of enactments. rnents mentioned in the First Schedule 

hereto annexed shall be repealed to the 
extent specified tiierein. 


All rules and appointments made, penalties prescribed, fees 
Savin" of rules, &c. fi.xed, persons admitted, names enrolled, 

^ Cl • 1 


^ , , , certificates is«tied, sanctions given, and 

orders passed unoer any enactment iiereby repealed, shall be deem- 
ed to be re.spoc!ively made, prescribed, fixed, admitted, enrolled, 
issued, given, and passed under this Act. 


All references made to any enactment hereby repealed, in any 
References to repealed Act or Regulation pas.sed, or notification 
Mactments. published, shall be read as if made to- 

the corresponding provisions of this Act. 


Interpretation-clause — 


3. In this Act, unless there be 
sometiiing repugnant in the subject or 
context, — 

‘Judge means the presiding judicial officer in, every CivH 
“ Judge : ” Criminal Court, by whatever title he. 


is designated 


“Subordinate Court” means all Courts subordinate to the 
“Subordinate Court:” fv of 

Causes established under Act No. lA.or 
1850! or Act No. XI. of 1865 


* Under this power, the Act has been extended, subject to certaio 
omissions, and so far only as it relates to Judicial Courts, Civil and Crimi- 
nal, to the Madras Presidency, except the Scheduled Districts, from, ist 
April 1882. — See Fori Si* George Gaaette^ 1881, Pt. I., pp. 491 and 707 > 

3 and 4 of the Act have been extended to the Regulation Districts of the 
Bombay Presidency (see Bombay Government Gaseite^ iS 8 $, Pt* h, p'. spo). 

Ch. I , s 40, Sch. II„ and so much of Chs. III., V., VI., and VII. as 
relates to pleaders have been extended to Coorg. — See Mysore Gasette^ 
1879 Pt, I., p. 355, 

t See now the Presidency Small Cause Courts Act (XV- of 1882). 

i See now the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act (IX. of 1887). 
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“ Eevenue-olBce '' includes all Courts (other than Civil Courts) 

trying suits under any Act for the time 
“ Revenue-ofhce : being in force relating 10 hxndholderjj 

and tneir tenants or agents. 

“ Legal practitioner ” means an advocate, vakil, or attorney 

oi any High Court, a pleader, mukhlar. 


' Legal practitioner ; ” 


or revenue-agent; 


“ Tout” means a person who procures the employment in 
, any legal business of any legal practi- 

uoner in consiaeraiion or any remunera- 
tion moving from such practioner, or proposes to a legal practi- ' 
tioner to procure his employment iti any legal business in consi- 
deration of suen remuneration. 


CHAPTER 11. 


Oe Advocates, Vakils, and Attorneys. 


4 . Every person now or hereatter entered as an advocate or 

vakil on the roll of any PI igh Court 
Advocates and vak.ls. Letters Pateiit constituting 

such Court, or “under section 41 of or enrolled as 

a Pleader in the Chief Court 0 / the Punjab under section 8 of 
this Act,% shall b& entitled tQ^Dtactise in all the Courts subordinate 
to the Court on the roll of which he is entered, and ii\ all rovenue- 
•oflaces situate within the local limits of the appellate jurisdiction of 
such Court, subject, nevertheless, to the rules in force relating to 
the language in which the Court or oiBce is to be addressed by 
pleaders or reveime-ageiits ; and any person so entered, who 
ordinarily practises in the Court on the roll of which he is entered, 
or some Court subordinate thereto, shall, notwithstanding anything 
herein contained, be entitled, as such, to practise in any Court in 
British India other than a Pligh Court on whose roll he is not 
entered, or with the permission of the Court, in any High Court on 
whose roll he is not entered, and in any revenue-office : ■ 


* The definition of “ tout ” has been added by the Legal Practitioners 
Act (Xl. of 1890), s. 1. 

t The words and figures quoted in s. 4 have been substituted for the 
Words, “ as an advocate on the roll of the Chief Court of the Punjab,” by 
the Legal Practitioners Act (IX. of 1884), s. 3. 

, . $ In para, i of s. 4 and the Proviso following, the Italicized words have 
been added by the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Act ( 1 . of 1908), s. 2. 
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Provided that no such vakil or pleader shall be entitled 
to practise under this section before a judge of the High Court, 
Division Court, or High Court exercising original jurisdiction in a 
presidency-town. 


5. Every person now or hereafter entered as an attorney on 

t u- u /- 4 . of any High Court shall be 

Attorneys of Hich Court. 

subordinate to such High Court, and in all revenue-offices situate 
within the local limits of the appellate jurisdiction of such High 
Court ; and every person so entered, who ordinarily practises in 
the Court on the roll of which he is so entered, or some Court 
subordinate thereto, shall, notwithstanding anything herein contained, 
be entitled, as such, to practise in any Court in British India other 
than a High Court established by Royal Chatter on the roll of 
which he is not entered, and in any revenue-office . 

The High Court of the province in which an attorney practises 
under this section may, from time to time, make rules declaring 
what shall be deemed to be the functions, powers, and duties of an 
attorney so practising. 


Power to make rules as to 
qualifications, &c., of plead- 
ers and mukhtars. 


CHAPTER III. ' 

Ok Pleaders and Mukhtahs. 

6. The High Court may, from tim 
to time, make rules* consistent with tbii 
Act as to the following matters (namely)- 

(a) the qualifications, admission, and certificates of , propel 
persons to be pleaders of the subordinate Courts 
and of the revenue-offices situate within the loca 
limits of its appellate jurisdiction, and, in the case 
of a High Court not established by Royal Charter, 
of such Court ; 


Pro- 


For rules made under this section by — 

(1) Judicial Commissioner, Central Provinces, see Central 

vinces List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. ' 

(2) High Court, Madras, see Madras List of Local Rules and Orae , 

Vol, L, Ed. 1898, pp. 150 and 151 ; 

(3) High Court, North-Western Provinces, see North-Wes 

Provinces and Oudh List of Local Rules and Or ers, 

(4) Judicial Commissioner, Oudh, see North-Western Provinces and 

Oudh List of Local Rules and Orders, Eld. 1894, P- 7®* 
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(3) the qualifications, admission, and certificates of proper 
persons to be mukhtars of the subordinate Courts, 
and, in the case of a High Court not established by 
Royal Charter, of such Court ; 

(f) the fees to be paid for the examination and admission 
of such persons ; and 

{d) the suspension and dismissal of such pleaders and 
mukhtars. 

All such rules shall be published in the local official Gazette, 

_ ... . , , and shall thereupon have the force of 

Publication of rules* i 

law : 

Provided that, in the case of rules made by a High Court not 
established by Royal Charter, such rules have been previously 
approved by the Local Government. 

7 . On the admission, under section 6, of any person as a 
Certificates to pleaders pleader or mukhtar, the High Court 
and mukhtars. shall cause a certificate signed by such 

officer as the Court, from time to time, appoints in this behalf, to 
be issued to such person, authorizing him to practise up to the end 
of the current year in the Courts, and, in the case of a pleader, 
also the revenue-offices, specified therein. 

At the expiration of such period, the holder of the certificate, 
if he desires to continue to practise, shall, subject to any rules* 
consistent with this Act which may, from time to time, be made 
by the High Court in this behalf, be entitled to have his certificate 
renewed by the Judge of the District Court within the local limits 
of whose jurisdiction he then ordinarily practises, or by such officer 
as the High Court, from time to time, appoints in this behalf. 

On every such renewal, the certificate then in possession of 
such pleader or mukhtar shall be cancelled and retained by such 
Judge or officer. 

Every certificate so renewed shall be signed by such Judge or 
officer, and snail continue in force up to the end of tiie current 
year. 


* For rules regarding renewal of certificates made by— 

(1) Judicial Commissioner, Central Provinces, see Central Pro- 

vinces List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1896, p. 30 j 

(2) High Court, Madras, see the Rules quoted in foor-note on pre- 

vious page, which were also made under s, 7. * 
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Every Judge or officer so renewing a certificate shall notify 
such renewal to the High Court. 

“ Provided that, on the admission as a pleader of any person 
who has been previously entered as a vakil or attorney on the 
roll of a Pligh Court established by Royal Charter, the High 
Court may in its discretion issue to such person a certificate autho- 
rizing him to practise permanently in the Courts and in the oflices 
specified therein, and a certificate so issued shall not require to be 
renewed under this section,”* 

8 . Every pleader holding a certificate issued under section 7 
Pleaders, on enrolment, may apply to be enrolled in any Court 
may practise in Courts and or revenue- office mentioned therein, ana 

revenue-ofBces. situate within the local limits o£ the 

appellate jurisdiction of the High Court by which he has been 
admitted; and subject to such rulesf consistent with this Act as 
the High Coun or the Chief Controlling Revenue-authority may, 
from lime to time, make in this behalf, the presiding Judge or 
officer shall enrol him accordingly ; and thereupon he may appear, 
plead, and act in such Court or office, and in any Court or revenue- 
office subordinate thereto. 

9. Every mukhiar holding a certificate issued under section 7 
Mukhtars, on enrolment, may apply to be enrolled in any Civil 

may practise in Courts. or Criminal Court mentioned therein, 

and situate within the same limits ; and, subject to such rules as 
the High Court may, from time to time, make in this behalf, the 
presiding Judge shall enrol him accordingly, and thereupon he 
may practise as a mukhtar in any such Civil Court and any 
subordinate thereto, and may (subject to the provisions of the Code 
of Criminal ProcedureJ) appear, plead, and act in any such Cri- 
minal Court, and any Court subordinate thereto. 

10 . Except as provided by this Act, or any other enactment 

No person to practise as fof the time being in force, no 
pleader or mukhtar unless shall practise as a pleader or muKui 
qualified. ^ny Court not established by Royal 

Charter unless he holds a certificate issued under section 7, an 


* This proviso quoted has been added by the Legal Prac 1 
(Amendment) Act (I. ot 1908), s. 3. in 

f For rules made by the High Court at Madras, see those q 
the foot-note on p. 6, supra which were also made under s. 8. 

See now the Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V. of loQo). 
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has been enrolled in such Court, or in some Court to which it is 
subordinate : 

Provided that persons who have been admitted as revenue- 
Revenue-agents may ap- agents before the first day of January 
pear, plead, and act in 1880, and hold certificates, as such, 
Munsif’s Courts in suits under yndgr thiig A^ct in the territories ad- 
the Bengal Act VIII. oEiseg. ministered by the Lieutenant-Governor 

of Bengal, may be enrolled, in manner provided by section 9, in 
any Munsif's Court in tne said territories, and, on being so en- 
rolled, may appear, plead, and act in such Court in suits under 
Bengal Act No. VIII. of 1869'^ (/<? amend the procedure in suits 
between landlord and tenant), or under any other Act for the time 
being in force regulating the procedure in suits between land- 
holders and their tenants and agents. 

11 . Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of 
Power to declare functions Civil Procedure, "j" the High Court may, 

of mukhtars. from time to time, make rules declaring 

what shall be deemed to be the functions, powers, and duties of 
mukhtars practising in the subordinate Courts, and. in the case of 
a High Court not established by Royal Charter, in such Court. 

12 . The High Court may suspend or dismiss any pleader 
Suspension and dismissal or mukfitar holding a certificate issued 

of pleaders and mukhtars under Section 7 who is convicted of any 
convicted of criminal offence, criminal offence implying a defect of 

character, which unfits him to be a pleader or mukhtar, as the 
case may be. 

Suspension and dismissal 13 .J The High Court may also, 

of pleaders and mukhtars after such inquiry as it thinks fit, sus- 
gudty of unprofessional con- pe^d or dismiss any pleader or mukhtar 

fioldtng a certificate as aforesaid — 

(a) who takes instructions in any case except from the party 
on whose behalf he is retained, or some person who 
is the recognized agent of such party within, the 
meaning of the Code of Civil Procedure, f or some . 
servant, relative, or friend authorized by the party to 
give such instructions, or 


* See now the Bengal Tenancy Act (VIII. of 1885). 
t Code of Civil Procedure (Act V. of 1908). 

n section (13) has been substituted for the original by the Legal 

Practitioners Act (XI. of 1896), s. a. < . 
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(<5) who is guilty of fraudulent or grossly improper conduct 
in the discharge of his professional duty, or 

(c) who tenders, gives, or consents to the retention, out of 

any fee paid or payable to him for his services, of 
any gratification for procuring or having procured- 
the employment, in any legal business, of himself or 
any other pleader or mukhtar, or 

(d) who, directly or indirectly, procures or attempts to 

procure, tne employment of himself as such pleader 
or mukhtar through or by the interve ntion of any 
person to whom any remuneration for obtaining 
such employment has been given by him, or agreed 
or promised to be so given, or 

(e) who accepts any emoloyment in any legal business 

through a person who has been proclaimed as a tout, 
under section 36 , or 

(/) for any other reasonable cause. 

14. If any such pleader or mukhtar practising in any sub* 
Procedure when charge of Ordinate Court, or in any revenue-office, 
unprofessional conduct is is charged in SUCh Court or office Wltu' 
brought in subordinate Court ins tructions except as aforesaid, 

or revenue-0 ce. misconduct as aforesaid, 

the presiding officer shall send him a copy of the charge, and alsoa 
notice that, on a day to be therein appointed, such charge will be 
taken into consideration. 

Such copy and notice shall be served upon the pleader or' 
mukhtar at least fifteen days before the day so appointed. 

On such day, or on any subsequent day to which the 
may be adjourned, the presiding officer shall receive and record al 
evidence properly produced in support of the charge, or by the 
pleader or mukhtar and shall proceed to adjudicate on the charge. 

If such officer finds the charge established, and considers that 
the pleader or mukhtar should be suspended or dismissed in c - 
sequence, he shall record his finding and the grounds 
shall report the same to the High Court ; and the High Court y 
acquit, suspend, or dismiss the pleader or mukhtar. 
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Any District Judge or, with his sanction, any Judge subor- 
Suspension pending inves' din ate to him, any -Judge ofa Court 
tigation. of Small Causes of a Presidency-town, * 

any District Magistrate or, with his sanction, any Magistrate sub- 
ordinate to him, and any Revenue Authority not inferior to a 
Collector, or, with the Collector's sanction, any Revenue Officer 
subordinate to him, may, pending the investigation and the orders 
of the High Court, suspend from practice any pleader or mukhtar 
charged before him or it under this section. 

Every report made to the High Court under this section 
shall, — 

(c) when made by any Civil Judge subordinate to the Dis- 
trict Judge, be made through such Judge ; 

(5) when made by a Magistrate subordinate to the Magis- 
trate of the District,t be made through the Magis- 
trate of the District! and the Sessions Judge ; 

(c) when made by the Magistrate of the District,! be made 
through the Sessions Judge ; 

(i) when made by any Revenue Officer subordinate to the 
Chief Controlling Revenue Authority, be made 
through such Revenue Authorities as the Chief Con- 
trolling Revenue Authority may, from time to time, 
direct. 

Every such report shall be accompanied by the opinion of 
each Judge, Magistrate, or Revenue Authority through whom or. 
which it is made. 

15. The High Court, in any case in which a pleader or 
Power to call for record in mukhtar has been acquitted under sec- 
ede of acquittal under sec- tion 14 otherwise than by an order of 

the High Court, may call for the record, 
and pass such order thereon as it thinks fit. 

13. Notwithstanding anything cantained in any Letters Patent, 
Power to make rules for or in the Code of Civil Procedure,! sec- 
appellate side tion 37 , clause (a), any High Court 
° established by Royal Charter may, from" 


* In s. 14, para, 5, the words quotea have been inserted by the Legal-* 
Practitioners Act (IX. of 1884); s. 4. 

t To be read as District Magistrate.-— See the Present Code of 
Cnminal Procedure (Act V. of 1898), s. 3 (2). 

+ See now the new Code of Civil Procedure (Act V. of 1908), Or III, 

*1 a, corresponding with s. 37 of the Code of 1 88a (Act XIV. of 1882). ’ '* 
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ime to time, make rules consistent with this Act as to the following 
natters (namely) — 

(a) the qualifications and admission of proper persons to be 
mukhtars practising on the appellate side of such 
Court, 

(d) the fees to be paid for the examination and admission of 
such persons ; 

(c) the security which^they may be required to give for 
their honestyland good conduct ; 

(</) the suspension and dismissal of such mukhtars; and 

(<f) declaring what shall be deemed to be their functions, 
powers, and duties ; 

any'may prescribe and impose fines for the infringement of 
such rules not exceeding in any case five hundred rupees ; and 
such fines, when imposed, may be recovered as if they had been 
imposed in the exercise of the High Court’s ordinary original 
criminal jurisdiction. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Of Reyenue-aqknts.** 

Power to make rules as to I*?- The Chief Controlling Revenue 

qualifications, &c., of reven* Authority may, from time to time, make 
ue-agents. rulesf consistent with this Act as to the 

following matters (namely) — 

(a) the qualifications, admission, and certificates of proper 
' persons to be revenue-agents ; i 

( 3 ) the fees to be paid for the examination and admission 
of such persons ; 

(c) the suspension and dismissal of such revenue-agent; 
and 


* Reven ue-agents in Oudh may appear, plead, and act in suits under 
theOudh Rent Act (XIX. of i868).—5ee Act XVIII. of 1876, s. 25, ana 
the third clause of s. 2 of this Act. 

t For rules made under this section as to revenue-agents , 

(1) Assam, see the Assam Manual of Local Rules and Orders, 

*^93, pp. 153-158. . r • f .rtf 

(2) North-Western Provinces, see North-Western Provinces Eis 

Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1894, p. 76. , 
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{d) declaring what shall be deemed to be their functions, 
powers, and duties. 

All such rules shall be published in the local official Gazette, 

. . , , and shall thereupon have the force of 

Publication of rules. 

IS. On tne admission of any person as a revenue-agent 
Certificates to revenue- under section ij, the Chief Controlling 
agents. Revenue Authority shall cause a certi- 

ficate, signed by such officer as such authority, from time to time, 
appoints in this behalf, to be issued to such person, authorizing him 
to practise up to the end of the current year in such revenue-offices 
as may be specified therein. 

At the expiration of such period, the holder of the certificate, 
if he desires to continue to practise, shall be entitled to have his 
certificate renewed by the Secretary of the Chief Controlling Reve- 
nue Authority, or by any other officer authorized by such authority 
in that behalf. 

On every such renewal, the certificate then in the posse.sslon 
of such revenue-agent shall be cancelled and retained by such 
Secretary or other officer. 

Every certificate so renewed shall be signed by such Secretary 
or other officer, and shall continue in force to the end of the current 
year. 

Every officer so renewing a certificate shall notify the renewal 
to the Chief Controlling Revenue Authority. 

19. Every revenue-agc-nt holding a certificate issued under 
Enrolment of revenue- section 18 may apply to be enrolled in 

agent. any revenue-office mentioned therein, 

and situate within the limits of the territory under the Chief Con- 
trolling Revenue Authority ; and, subject to such rules as the Chief 
Controlling Revenue Authority may, from time to time, make in 
this behalf, the officer presiding in such office shall enrol him 
accordingly, and thereupon ne may practise as a revenue-agent in 
such office, and in any revenue-office subordinate thereto. 

20. Except as provided by this Act or any other enactment 

No person to act as agent "0 person, 

m revenue-offices unless Other than a pleader duly qualified under 
qualified. ijje provisions hereinbefore contained, 

shall practise as a revenue-agent in any revenue-office, unless he 
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holds a '-certificate issued under section i 8 , and has been enrolled 
in such office or some other office to which it is subordinate : 

Provided that any person duly authorized in this behalf may, 
with the sanction of the Chief Controlling Revenue Authority, or of 
an officer empowered by the Local Government in this behalf, 
transact all or any business in which his principal may be concerned 
in any revenue-office. 

The sanction mentioned in this section may be general or 
special, and may at any time be revoked or suspended by the 
authority or officer granting the same. 

21. The Chief Controlling Revenue Authority may suspend 
Dismissal of revenue- dismiss any revenue-agent holding 
agent convicted of criminal a Certificate issued under ttiis Act, who 
offence. is convicted of any criminal offence 

implying a defect of character which unfits him to be a revenue- 
agent. 

22* The Chief Controlling Revenue Authority may also» 
Suspension and dismissal after such enquiry as it thinks fit, suspend 
.of revenue-agents guilty of or dismiss any revenue-agent holding a 
unprofessional conduct. certificate as aforesaid — 

(a) who is guilty of fraudulent or grossly improper conduct 
in the discharge of his professional duty, or 

(3) who tenders, gives, or consents to the retention out of 
any fee paid nr payable to him for his services, of 
any gratification for procuring or having procured, 
the employment, in any legal business, of himself or 
any other revenue-agent, or 

{c) who, directly or indirectly, procures, or attempts to pro- 
cure, the employment of himself as such revenue- 
agent through, or by the intervention of, any person 
to whom any remuneration for obtaining such em- 
ployment has been given by him, or agreed or pro- 
mised to be so given, or 

(d) who accepts any employment in any legal business 

through a person who has been proclaimed as a tout 
under section 36 , or 

(e) for any other reasonable cause, 

•S. 22 has been substituted for the original by the Legal Practitioners 
Act (XI. of 1896), 8. 3. 
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23 . If any revenue-agent holding a certificate issued under 

Procedure when revenue- Act is charged with any SUCh COn- 

agent is so charged in sub- duct in any ocBce subordinate to the 
ordinate office. Chief Controlling Revenue Authority, or 

in the Court of any Munsif, the oflScer at the head of such office, 
or such Munsif, as the case may be, shall send him a copy of the 
charge and also a notice that, on a day to be therein appointed, such 
charge will be taken into consideration. 

Such copy and notice shall be served upon the person charged 
at least fifteen days before the day so appointed. On such day, or 
on any other day to which the enquiry may be adjourned, the officer 
or Munsif shall receive all evidence properly produced in support 
of the charge, or by the person charged, and shall proceed to ad- 
judicate on the charge. 

If the officer or Munsif finds the charge established, and con- 
siders that the person charged should be suspended or dismissed in 
consequence, he shall record his finding and the grounds thereof, 
and report the same to the Chief Controlling Revenue Authorityj 
and such authority shall proceed to acquit, suspend, or dismiss him^ 

Any Revenue-officer not inferior to a Collector, and, with the 
Collector’s sanction, any Revenue-officer subordinate to him, or any 
Munsif in his district, may, pending the investigation and the orders 
of the Chief Controlling Revenue Authority, suspend from practice 
any revenue-agent charged beforef him under this section. 

Where any officer acting under this section is subordinate to 
the Commissioner of a Division, he shall transmit the report through 
such Commissioner, who shall forward with the same an expression 
of his own opinion on the case. 

24 . The Chief Controlling Revenue Authority, in any case 

Power to Chief Controlling .^^ich a revenue-agent has been ac- 
Revenue Authority to call for quitted under Section 23 otherwise than 

by an order of the Chief Controlling 
Revenue Authority, may call for the record, and pass such order 
thereon as seems fit. 
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CHAPTER V. 
Of Certificates. 


25. Every certificate, whether original or renewed, issued 
_ , ^ under this Act, shall be written upon 

or cet i ca es. Stamped paper of the value prescribed 

therefor in the second schedule hereto annexed, “ and of such des- 
cription as the Local Government may from time to time pres- 
cribe:''* 


Provided that a certificate issued on or after the first day of 
July in any year may be written on stamped paper of half the value 
so prescribed. 

“ Provided also that no stamped paper shall be required in the 
case of a certificate, whether original or renewed, authotizing,vmder 
section 7 , a Vakil or Attorney on the roll of a High Court estab- 
lished by Royal Charter to practise as a Pleader, "f 

26. When any Pleader, Mukhtar, or Revenue-agent is suspend- 
Dismissed practitioners to ed or dismissed under this Act, he shall 
surrender certificates. forthwith deliver up his certificate to the 

Court or officer at the head of the office before or in which he was 
practising at the time he was so suspended or dismissed, or to any 
Court or officer to which the High Court or Chief Controlling 
Revenue Authority (as the case may be) orders him to deliver the 
same. 


* In 3. 25, the words quoted have been inserted by thu Legal Practi- 
tioners -Act (IX. of iSS-t), s. S- f^or instance of rule prescribing the stamp 
paper to be ust-d for certificates, see Central Provinces List of Local Roles 
and Orders, Ed. 1896, p. 78. 

t The second proviso in s. 05 is added by the Legal Practin'on-rr 
(Amendment] .Act (I. of 1908), s, 4. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Off THE Remuneration of Pleaders, Mukhtars, and Revenue* 

Agents. 

27. The High Court shall, from time to time, fis and regulate 
^ £ o Ae fees » payable by any parly in respect 

ofthefMS of his odversar/s advocate, 
fix fees on civil and revenue pleader, vakil, muKhtar, or attorney 
proceedings. upon all proceedings (a) on the appellate 

side of, such Court, (d) in the case of a High Court not established by 
Royal Charter, on its original side, and (c) in subordinaie Courts, 
“and in respect of the fees of his adversarys revenue-agent ap- 
pearing, pleading, or acting under section 10 . "f 

The Chief Controlling Revenue Authority shall, from time to 
time^ fix and regulate the fees X payable upon all proceedings in the 
revenue-offices by any party in respect of the fees of his adversary’s 
advocate, pleader, vakil, attorney, mukhtar, or revenue-agent. 

Tables of the fees so fixed shall be published in the local official 
Gazette. 

Nothing in this section applies to the 
menSd "n section mentioned in the proviso to section 

30 . 

28. No agreement entered into by any pleader, mukhtar, or 

A8,e.„e„,. „iih elienK. ^venue-agent With any person retaining 

or employing him, respecting the amount 


* For rules as to pleaders* fees made by — 

(/) Judicial Commissioner, Central Provinces, see the Central Pro- 
vinces List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed* 1896, p. 79 ; 

{2) High Court, Madras, see the rules quoted in the foot-note on p- 
6, supruy which were also framed under this section j 
(5) High Court, North-Western Provinces, see North-Western Pro- 
vinces List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1894, p. 78; 

U) Judicial Commissioner, Oudh (pleaders in Civil Courts), see 
North-Western Provinces List of Local Rules and Orders, 
Ed. 1894, p. 78. 

tTo s. 27, the words quoted have been added by the Legal Practitioners 
Act (IX. of 1884), s. 6. 

tFor rules as to fees in revenue-proceedings in—* 

(/) Central Provinces, see Central Provinces List of Local Rules and 
Orders, Ed. 1896, p. 80; 

(2) North-Western Provinces and Oudh, see North-Western Pro- 
vincss and Oudh List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed, 1894, 
pp. 76 and 77. > i 
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and manner of payment for the whole or any part of any past or 
future services fees charges, or disbursements iLespect of bSess 
hrvaS pleader, mukhtar, or revenue-agent, shall 

fiff ^ by such person, and is, 

within pteen days from the day on which it is executed, filed in the 
District Court, or in some Court; in which some portion of the busi- 
ness in respect of which it has been executed has been or is to be 
done. 

29i Where a suit is brought to enforce any such agreement, if 
Power to modify or cancel the agreement is not proved to be fair 
agreements. and reasonable, the Court may reduce 

the ainount payable thereunder, or order it to be cancelled, and the 
costs, fees, charges, and disbursem ents in respect of the business 
done, to be ascertained in the same manner as if no such agreement 
had been made. ® 

30. Such an agreement shall exclude any further claim of the 
Agreements to exclude pleader, mukhtar, or revenue-agent 

further claims. beyond the terms of the agreement with 

respect to any services, fees, charges, or disbursements in relation 
to the conduct and completion of the business in respect of which 
the agreement is made, except such services, fees, charges, or 
disbursements, if any, as are expressly expected by the agreement. 

31. A provision in any such agreement that the pleader, 
Reservation of responsibili- mukhtar, or revenue-agent shall not 

^ for negligence. be liable for negligence, cr that he shall 

be relieved from any responsibility to which he would otherwise 
be subject as such pleader, mukhtar, or revenue-agent, shall be 
wholly void. 


CHAPTER VII, 

Penalties — 

32. Any person who practises in any Court or revenue-office 
On persons illegally practis- in contravention of the provisions of 
ing as pleaders, mukhtars, or section I o or section 20 shall be liable, 
revenue-agents. Older of such Court or the officer at 

the head of such office, to a fine not exceeding ten times the 
amount of the stamp required by this Act for a certificate authorizing 
him so to practise in such Court or office, and, in-default of payment, 
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to imprisonment in the civil jail for a term which may extend to 
six months. 

He shall also be. incapable of maintaining any suit for, or en- 
forcing any lien with respect to, any fee or reward for, or with 
respect to, anything done, or any disbursement made, by him as 
pleader, mukhtar, or revenue-agent whilst he has been contraven- 
ing the provisio ns of either of such sections. 

33 . Any pleader, mukhtar, or revenue-agent failing to deliver 
On suspended or dismissed uP his certificate as required by section 
pleader, &c., failing to deliver 26 shall be liable, by order of the Court, 
certificate. authority, or officer, to which or to whom, 

or according to whose orders, the delivery should be made, to a 
fine not exceeding two hundred rupees, and, in default of payment, 
to imprisonment in the civil jail for a term which may extend to 
three months. 


34. Any pleader, mukhtar, or revenue-agent, who, under the 
On suspended or dismissed provisions of this Act, has been suspended 
practitioner practising during or dismissed, and who, during such sus- 
suspension or after dismissal, pension or after such dismissal, practises 
as a pleader, mukhtar, or revenue-agent in any Court or revenue- 
office, shall be liable, by order of such Court or the officer at the 
head of such office, to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees, 
and, in default of payment, to imprisonment in the civil jail for a 
term which may extend to six months. 


35 . Every order under section 33, 33, or 34 shall be subject 
Revision of fines. revision by the High Court where the 

order has been passed by a subordinate 
Court, and by the Chief Controlling Revenue Authority where the 
order has been passed by an officer subordinate to such authority. 


36 .® (/) Every High Court, District Judge, Sessions Judge, 
_ Power to frame and publish District Magistrate, and Presidency 
lists of touts. Magistrate, every Revenue-officer, not 

being below the rank of a Collector of a District, and the Chief 
Judge of every Presidency Small Cause Court (each as regards their 
or his own Court and the Courts, if any, subordinate thereto), may 
frame and publish lists of persons proved to their or his satisfaction. 


*S. 36 has been substituted for the original section (relating to penalty 

or giving commission) by the Legal Practitioners Act (XI. of 

1895), 3. 4. “ 
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by evidence of general repute or otherwise, habitually to act as 
touts, and may, from time to time, alter and amend such lists. 

(2) No person’s name shall be included in any such list until 
he shall have had an opportunity of showing cause against such 
inclusion. 

(j) A copy of every such list shall be kept hung up in every 
Court to which the same relates. 

(^) The Court or Judge may, by general or special order, ex- 
clude from the precincts of the Court any person whose name is 
included in any such list. 

(5) Every person whose name is included in any such list shall 
be deemed to be proclaimed as a tout within the meaning of section 
13, clause (<i), and section 22, clause (c/). 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Miscellaneous. 


37. To facilitate the ascertainment of the qualifications men- 
Local Government to ap- tioned in Sections 6 and 17, respectively, 
point examiners. the Local Government shall, from time 

to time, appoint persons to be examiners for the purposes aforesaid, 
and may, from time to time, make regulations for conducting such 
examinations. 


38 . Except as provided by sections 4, 5, 7,* 16, 25* 37 , 3 ^' 
Exemption of High Court and 36, nothing in this Act applies to 
practitioners from certain advocates, vakils, and attorneys admit- 
parts of Act. enrolled by any High Court un* 

der the Letters Patent by which such Court is constituted, or to 
mukhtars practising in such Court, or to advocates enrolled '• un- 
der section 41 of this Act.”t 


39 . When any person who holds a certificate as a mukbtar 
- . j- • , £ under section 7, and a certificate as a 

r=ve™e.age„t Lder secUon .8 is 
and revenue-agent's certiff- pended Of dismissed in one 01 5 
cates. capacities, he shall be deemed to o® 

suspended or dismissed, as the case may be, also in the other* ^ 

• The figures “ 7 and 35 are inserted by the Legal Practitioners 
(Amendment) Act (L of 1908), s. 5, - . Aa »hv 

fin s. 38, the words quoted have been substituted for the worn , y 

the Chief Court of the Punjab/* by the Legal Practitioners Act ( 

1884), a. 7, 
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40 . Notv?Uhstanding anything hereinbefore containedj no 
Pleaders, &C., not to.be pleader, mukhtar, or revenue-agent 

suspended or dismissed with” shall be suspended or dismisseu under 
out being heard. tjjjg unless he has been allowed an 

opportunity of defending himself before the authority suspending 
or dismissing him. 

41 . ® (/) A High Court not established by Royal Cnarter 

Power for certain Pligh from time to time, with the previous 

Courts to enrol advocates. sanction of the Local Government, make 
rules as to the qualifications and admission of proper persons to bs 
advocates of the Court, and, subject to such rules, may enrol such 
and so many advocates as it thins fit. 

(p) Every advocate so enrolled shall be entitled to appear for 
the suitors of the Court, and to plead or to act, or to plead and act 
for those suitors, according as the Court may by its rules determine, 
and subject to those rules. 

(j) The High Court may dismiss any advocate so enrolled, 
or suspend him from practice : 

Provided that an advocate shall not be dismissed or sus- 
pended under this section unless he has been allowed an oppurtun- 
iiy of defending himself before the tiigh Court which enrolled him, 
“ and, except in the case of the Chief Court of the Punjab and the 
Chief Court of Lower Burma, unless the order of the High Court 
dismissing or suspending him has been confirmed by the Local 
Government. 

424 “ So much of Chapter VI. of Bombay Regulation II. 

Repeal of Acts I. of 1846 of 1827 as has not been repealed,” § 
and XX. of 1853. Act I. of 1846 (/dr amtnding the law re- 

garding the appoiniment and remuneration of pleaders in the Courts 
of the East India Company) and Act XX. of 1853 {to amend the 
law relating to pleaders in the Courts of the East hidia Company) 
are repealed. 


* S. 41 has been substituted by the Legal Practitioners Act (IX, of 
Cou t')* original 3. 41 (relating to advocates of the Punjab Chief 

t in s. 41, sub 3. { 4 ), the words quoted have been inserted by the Lower 
Courts Act (VI. of 1900), Sch. I., Pt. 1 . 

+ S. 4a has been added by the Legal Practitioners Act (IX. of 1884), 

3. 9. 

words quoted in 3. 4a have been inserted by Act I, of 1903. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE : 

Enactments repealed. 


CSa siction 2.) 


Number and Date 
of Enactments, 

Title. 

Extent of Re* 
peal. 

Act XX, of i86s.„ 

To amend the law relating to 
Pleaders and Mukhtars. 

The whole. 

Act XXIX. of 1865. 

To amend the Pleaders, Mukhtars, 

So much as has 

and Revenue-agents Act, 1865. 

not been repeal- 


ed. 

Act fX. of 1866 ... 

To eactendito the Sadaf Court of i 
1 the North-Western Provinces 
certain provision:* of the Plea- 
ders, Mukhtars and Revenue- 
agents Act, 186s, 2ind of Act 
No. XXIX. of 1S65. 

The whole. 

Act IV. of 1876 ... 

To authorize Revenue* agents to 
practise in certain suits in the 
Munsifs’ Courts of the Lower 
Provinces of Bengal. 

The Whole. 

Act XVII. of 1877. 

The Punjab Courts Act, 1877 

, 

Sections 42, 43> 


44, and 45. 
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SECOND SHEDULE : 

Value of Stamps for Certificates. 

(See section jjj.) 

1 . 


For a certificate authorizing the holder to practise as a pleader— 

(a) in the High Court and any subordinate Court — Rupees fifty : 

(J) in any Court of Small Causes in a Presidency-town— Rupees 
twenty-five • 

[c) in all other subordinate Courts— Rupees twenty-five ; 

[d) in the Courts of Subordinate Judges, Munsifs, Assistant Commis- 
sioners, Extra Assistant Commissioners, and Tahsildars, in Courts of Small 
Causes outside the Presidency-towns, and in all Criminal Courts sub- 
ordinate to the High Court — Rupees fifteen. 

(e) in the Courts of Munsifs and any Civil or Criminal Court of first 
instance not hereinbefore specifically mentioned— Rupees five. 

II, 

For a certificate authorizing the holder to practise as a mukhtar— 

(/) in theHighCourtandany subordinate Court— Rupees twenty- fives 
{g) in any Court of Small Causes in a Presidency-town — Rupees fifteen s 
(h) in all other subordinate Courts — Rupees fifteen : 

(f) in the Courts of Subordinate Judges, Munsifs^ Assistant Commis- 
sioners, Extra Assistant Commissioners, and Tahsildars in Courts of Small 
Causes outside the Presidency-towns, and in all Criminal Courts subordinate 
to the High Court — Rupees ten s 

(/) in the Courts of Munsifs and any Civil or Criminal Court of first 
instance not hereinbefore specifically mentioned. — Rupees five. 

III. 

For a certificate authorizing the holder to practise as a revenue agent— 

(^) in the office of the Chief Controlling Revenue Authority and in any 
revenue-office subordinate to such authority — Rupees fifteen, 

(f) in the office of a Commissioner, and in any revenue- office subordinate 
to a Cemmissioner — Rupees ten. 

in the office of a Collector, and in any revenue-office subordinate 
to a Collector— Rupees five. 
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ACT NO. iX, OF 1908: 
The ladian Limitation Act, 1908. 


Passed by the Governor-General of India in Council. 
[Keceived His Excellency s Assent on the >jth August igo 8 .'\\ 


An Act to consolidate and anteni the Law for the Limitation of Suits ^ 

and for other purposes. 

Whereas it is expadient to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to the limitation of suits, appeals, and certain applications 
to Courts ; and whereas it is also expedient to provide rules for ac- 
quiring by possession the ownership of easements and other pro- 
perty ; It is hereby enacted as follows : — 

PART I. 

Preliminary. 

Short title, extent, and 1 - (^) This Act may be called the 

-commencement. Indian Limitation Act, 1 908 ; 

{2} It extends to the whole of British India ; and 

(5) This section and section 31 shall come into force at once. 
The rest of this Act shall come into force on the first day of Janu- 
ary 1909. 

DeBnitions. there is any- 

thing repugnant in the subject or con- 
text, — 

(/) “applicant” includes any person from or through whom 
an applicant derives his right to apply : 

(2) “bill of exchange ” includes a hundi and a cheque. 

(5) “ bond ” includes any instrument whereby a person obliges 
himself to pay money to another, on condition that the obligation 
shall be void if a specihed act is performed, or is not performed, as 
the case may be : 

(■#) “ defendant ” includes any parson from or through whom 
•a defendant derives his liability to be sued : 
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(i) easement” includes a right not arising from contract 

to remove and appropriate for his 
™irfn soil belonging to another, or an, thing 

growing in, or attached to, or subsisting upon, the land of another: 

India^^^ *' foreign country ” means any country other than British 


* tioihing shall be deemed to be done in 
good lailh which is not done with due care and attention ; 

■ , includes any person from or through whom 

a plaintiff derives his right to sue : 

(p) promissory note ” means any instrument, whereby the. 
maker engages absolutely to pay a specified sum of money to another 
at a lime therein limited, or on demand, or at sight : 

^ ^ (/o)*’suit does not include an appeal or an application;. 

(//) ‘‘ trustee dees not include a benamidar, a mortgagee 
remaining in possession after the mortgage has been satisfied, or a- 
wrong-doer in possession without title. 


PART II. 

Limitation of Suits, Apjeals, and Applications, 

3. Subject to the provisions contained in sections 4 to 25 (in* 
_ Dismissal of suits, etc., clusive), every suit instituted, appeal pre* 
onimUation.^^''’ ferred, and application made, after the 

V tv ■[?• * c L j I period of limitation prescribed therefor 

by the rust Schedule shall be dismissed, although limitation has not 
been set up as a defence. 

Explanaiioiu — A suit is instituted, in ordinary cases, when 
the plaint is presented to the proper officer j in the case of a pauper 
when his application for leave to sue as a pauper is made ; and 
in the case of a claim against a compan)' which is being wound up 
by the Court, when the claimant first sends in his claim to the offi* 
ciai liquidator. 

Where the period of limitation prescribed for any suit, 
Where Court is closed appeal, Or application expires on ft day 
when period expires. When the Court is closed, the suit, sppe^h 

or application may be instituted, preferred, on made on the day that 
ihe Court re-opens. 



•of 1908.] 


LIMITATION. 


5 


5 . Any appeal or application for a review of judgment or 
Extension of period in for leave to appeal/ or any Other appU- 
certain cases. cation to which this section may be mads 

applicable by any enactment or rule for the time being in force, 
may be admitted after the period of limitation prescribed therefor, 
when the appellant or applicant satisfies the Court that he had suffi- 
cient cause for not preferring the appeal or making the application 
within such period. 

Explanation . — The fact, that the appellant or applicant was 
misled by any order, practice, or judgment of the High Court in 
ascertaining or computing the prescribed period of limitation, may 
be sufficient cause within the meaning of this section. 

G. (/) Where a person entitled to institute a suit or make 
, , an application for the execution of a 

ega isabihty. decree IS, at the time from which the 

period of limitation is to be reckoned, a minor, or insane, or an 
idiot, he may institute the suit or make the application within the 
same period after the disability has ceased as would otherwise have 
been allowed from the time prescribed therefor in the third column 
of the First Schedule. 

(2) Where such person is, at the time from which the period 
of limitation is to be reckoned, affected by two such disabilities, or 
where, before his disability has ceased, he is affected by another 
disability, he may institute the suit or make the application within 
the s^me period, after both disabilities have ceased, as would other- 
wise have been allowed from is.e time so prescribed. 

(5) Where the disability continues up to the death of such 
person, his legal representative may institute the suit or make the 
application within the same period after the death as would other- 
wise have been allowed from the time so prescribed. 

{,4) Where such representative is, at the date of the death, 
affected by any such disability, the rules contained in sub-sections 
(/) and (2) shall apply. 

Illustrations, 

(a.) The right to sue for the hire of a boat accrues to A during his 
minority. He attains majority four years after such accruer; He may 
institute his suit at any time within three years from the date of his attain- 
*lng majority. 

(6.) A right to sue accrues to Z during his minority. After the 
accruer, but while Z is still a minor, he becomes insane : Time runs against 
Z form the date when his insanity and minority cease. 
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(c,) A right to sue accrues to X during his minority, X dies before 
attaining majority, and is succeeded by y, his minor son : Time runs 
against Y from the date of his attaining majority. 


Disalibity of one of several 
plaintifis or applicants. 


7 . Where one of several persons jointly entitled to institute a 

suit or make an application for the exe- 
cution of a decree is under any such 
disability, and a discharge can be given 
without the concurrence of such person, time will run against them 
all ; but, where no such discharge can be given, time will not run 
as against any of them until one of them becomes capable of giving 
such discharge without the concurrence of the others, or until the 
disability has ceased. 


lllusiraiionsn 


(fl.) A incurs a debt to a firm of which C, and D are partners. B 
is insane, and C is a minor, D can give a discharge of the debt without 
the concurrence of B and C : Time runs against B, C, and D, 

(b.) A incurs a debt to a firm of which and ir are partners. E 

and F are insane, and G is a minor ; Time will not run against any of 
them until either E ov F becomes sane, or G attains majority- 


8. Nothing in section 6 or in section 


7 applies to suits to 

« . , enforce rights of pre-emption, or shall 

Spec. I except, o... 

three years from the cessation of the disability or the death of the 
person affected thereby, the period within which any suit must be. 
instituted or application made. 


Illustrations. 

(a.) Ay to whom a right to sue for a legacy has accrued during 
minority, attains majority, eleven ye^rs after such accruer. A has, under 
the ordinary law, only one year remaii ing wuhin which to sue : But, under 

section 6 and this section, an extension of two } ears will be allowed nun 

making in all a period of tbr6e years from the date of his attaining major- 
ity, within which he may bring his suit. 

(6.) A right to sue for an hereditary office accrues to Ay who ^ 
time is insane. Six years after the accruer, A recovers his reason ; A 

six years, under the ordinary law, from the date when his insanity ceas 

within which to institute a suit. No extension of time will be given 
under section 6 read with this sectiv.*n. 

(e*.) A right to sue as landlord to recover posession from ^ 
accrues to 4 ^, who is an idiot. A dies three years aLer 
idiccy continuing up to the date of his death : A*s 

has, under the ordinary law, nine years from the date of .<4 5 

which to bring a suit. Section 6, read with this section, does 
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that lime, except where the representative is himself under disability when 
the representation devolves on him. 

9. Where once lime has begun to 

Continuous running of time. subsequent disability Of inability 

to sue stops it : 

Provided that, where letters of administration to the estate of 
a creditor have been granted to his debtor, the running o ic 

prescribed for a suit to recover the debt shall be suspended wmlu 

the administration continues. 

10. Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, no suit 

against a person in wnom property nas 
Suits against express trus- hgeome vested in trust for any specific 
tees and the.r representatives. his legal repreSeuta- 

lives or assigns (not being assigns for valuable constderauon), or 
the purpose of following in his or their hands suen property, or 
proceeds thereof, or for an account of such property or procee s, 
shall be barred by any length of lime. 


11. (/) Suits instituted in British India on contracts entered 

into in a foreign country are subject to the 
Suits on foreign contracts, limitation contained in this Act. 


( 2 ) No foreign rule of limitation shall be a defence to a suit 
instituted in British India on a contract entered into in a foreign 
country unless the rule has extinguisiied the contract, and the parlies 
were domiciled in such country during the period prescribed by 
such rule. 


PART III. 


Computation of Period of Limitation. 


12. (/) In computing the period of limitation prescribed for 
Exclusion of time in legal any suit, appeal, or application, the day 


proceedings. 


from which such period is to be reckoned 
shall be excluded. 


( 2 ) In computing the period of limitation prescribed for an, 
appeal, an application for leave to appeal, and an application for a 
review of judgment, the day on which the judgment complained of 
was pronounced, and the time requisite for obtaining a copy of the 
decree, sentence, or order appealed from or sought to be reviewed^ 
shall be excluded. ‘ • 
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b: 


the Jmi '«,™«i, 

■t IS rounded shall also be excluded ‘ “■« judjmem ou which 

appliitdoi" ro”e “aside an awd'* ihe 

copy of ihe award shall be excluded for obtaining a 

IS. In compulirg >!>= period of limiladon prescribed for any 

India and ctfttain Other terri- f from British India, 

JnHi " territories beyond british 

Government, shall be excluded ' the administration of the 

Exciustin^of /imitation prescribed for 

ceedinff W;?^^ in Court pl^ntiffhJ^K 

without jurisdiction. pjamtiff has been prosecuting with due 

ther In a Court of first civil proceeding, whe- 

defendant, shall be excluded wherVlL^ appeal, against the 

Ihe same cause of action snU ^ Proceeding is founded upo- 

which, from detect of jurisdi'ciiM°11°"''a 

is unable to entertain It. ^ ° other cause of a like nature 

application, the”time duriSt Shidf th^ limitation prescribed for any 
wg with due diliffence anmKc. ^ applicant has been prosecuf- 

of firs. Jnsrance Tto a Cott cfl!'''' ""‘“'t-e, /.r a Court 

the same relief, shall be #>voi, same party for 

secure, 1 in SoodS“u1rc?u“1“wntrfrom V 

or other cause of a like uarure, is Inible rememiul 

suit or applicadon^was^DeSinl'^tb* "'hich a former 

cation was instituted or made 

therein ended, shall both be counted!!^ the proceedings 

or an purposes of this section, a plaintiff 

ingTpZeedrn^^''""^ be pfosecut- 

of part^^or*^of^^r^^e~T°^ purposes of this section, misjoinder 
like natu;e with defect of juSdictiom ' 
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15. (/) In computing the period o! limitation prescribed for 
Exclusion of time during any suit or application for the execution 

which proceedings are sus- of a decree, the institution or execution 
pended. gf vvhich has been stayed by injunction 

or order, the time of the continuance of the injunction or order, the 
day on which it was issued or made, and the day on which it was 
withdrawn, shall be excluded. 

( 2 ) In computing the period of limitation prescribed for any 
suit, of which notice has been given in accordance with the require- 
ments of any enactment for the time being in force, the period of 
such notice shall be excluded. 

16. In computing the period of limitation prescribed for 
Exclusion of time during a suit for possession by a purchaser at a 

which proceedings to set aside sale in executiou of a decree, the time 
•execution-sale are pending. during which a proceeding to set aside 

the sale has been prosecuted snail be excluded. 

17. (/) Where a person who would, if he were living, have a 

Effect of death before right institute a suit or make an 

to sue accrues. application, dies before the right accrues, 

the pariod of liraitatiou ahall be computed from the lime when 
•there is a legal represeniative of tlie deceased capable of instituting 
Of making such suit or application. 

( 2 ) Where a person against whom, if he were living, a right 
to institute a suit or make an application would have accrued, dies 
before the r:ght accrues, the peiiod of limitation shall be computed 
from the time when there is a legal representative of the deceased 
against whom the plaintiff may institute or make such suit or appli- 
cation. 

( 3 ) Nothing in sub-section (/) and ( 2 ) applies to suits to 
enforce rights of pre-emption, or to suits for the possession of im- 
moveable property, or of an hereditary office. 

18. Where any person having a right to institute a suit or 

Effect of fraud. make an application has, by means of 

fraud, been kept from the knowledge of 
•such right, or of the title on which it is founded, 

or where any document necessary to establish such right has 
been fraudulently concealed from him, 

the time limited for instituting a suit or making an apnlica^ 
'tion — ■ 


lO LQIITATION. [Act IX.^ 

(a) against the person guilty of the fraud or accessory there- 
to, or 

((5) against any person claiming through him otherwise than 
in good faith, and for a valuable consideration, 

shall be computed from the time when the fraud first became 
known to the person injuriously affected thereby, or, in the case of 
the concealed document, when he first had the means of producing 
it or compelling its production. 

19. (/) Where, before the e.Kpiration of the period prescribe 
Effect of acknowledgment ed for a suit or application in respect of 
in writing. any propery or right, an acknowledg- 

ment of liability in respect of such property or right has been made 
in writing signed by the party against whom such property or right, 
is claimed, or by some person through whom he derives title or 
liability, a fresh period of limitation shall be computed from the. 
time when the acknowledgment was so signed. 

(^) Where the writing containing the acknowledgment is 
undated, oral evidence may be given of the time when it was signed; 
but, subject to the prowsions of tne Indian Evidence Act, iSys.*" 
oral evidence of its contents shall not be received. 

JSxplatiaiion /. — For the purposes of this section, an ac- 
knowledgment may be sufficient though it omits to specify the exact 
nature of the property or right, or avers that the time for payment, 
delivery, performance, or enjoyment has not yet coma, or is accom- 
panied by a refusal to pay, deliver, perform, or permit to enjoy, or 
is coupled with a claim to a set-off, or is addressed to a person 
other than the person entitled to the property or right. 

Explajiaiion IL — For the purposes of this section, “signed 
means signed either personally or by an agent duly authorized in 
this behalf. 

Explanaiion III , — For the purposes of this section, an appli- 
cation for the execution of a decree or order is an application in 
respect of a right. 

20. (/) Where interest on a debt or legicy is, hdore the 

Effect of payment of inter- expiration of the prescribed 
est as such or of part^pay as such by the person liable to pay 
ment of principal. legacy, or by his agent duly 

authorized in this behalf, 
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or where part of the principal of a debt is, before the expira- 
tion of the prescribed period, paid by the debtor, or by his agent 
duly authorized in this behalf, 

a fresh period of limitation shall be computed from the time 
when the payment was made ; 

Provided that, in the case of part-payment of the principal of 
a debt, the fact of the payment appears in the handwriting of the 
person making the same. 

( 2 ) Where mortgaged land is in the possession of the mortga— 
Effect of receipt of produce gee, the receipt of the rent or produce of. 
of mortgaged land. such land shall be deemed to be a pay- 

ment for the purpose of sub-section (/). 

Explanaiio?i . — Dabt includes money payable under a decree- 
or order of Court. 

21. (/) Tne expression “agent duly authorized in this behalf,” 
Agent of person under dis- in sections 1 9 and 20 , shall, in the case 

^hiiity. of a person under disability, include his 

lawful guardian, committee, or manager, or an agent duly author- 
ized by such guardian, committee, or manager to sign the ac- 
knowledgment, or make the pa)ment. 

( 2 ) Nothing in the said sections renders one of several joint 
Acknowledgment or pay- contractors, partners, executors, or mort- 
ment by one of Several joint gagees chargeable by reason only of a 
contractors, etc. Written acknowledgment signed, or of a 

payment made, by, or by the agent of, any other or others of them. 

22. (/) Where, after the institution of a suit, a new plaintiff 
Effect of substituting or Of defendant is substituted or added, 

fendant or de- the Suit shall, as regards him, be deemed 

" ‘ to have been instituted when he was so 

maae a party. 

( 2 ) Nothing in sub-section (/) shall apply to a case where a 
party is added or substituted owing to an assignment or devolution 
of any interest during tne pendency of a suit, or wnere a plaintiff is 
made a defendant or a defendant is made a plaintiff. 

23. In the case of a continuing breach of contract, and la 
Continuing breaches and the case of a continuing wrong inde- 

pendent of contract, a fresh period of 
Itmitation begins to run at every moment of the time during which-., 
the breach or the wrong, as the case may be, continues. 
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24. In the case of a suit for compensation for an act which 
Suit for compensation for does not give rise to a cause of action 

act not actionable without unless some specific injury actually re- 
spetia damage. therefrom, the period of limitation 

siiali be computed from the time wiien the injury results. 

Jlludration, 

A owns the surface of a field. B owns the subsoil, 5 digs coal there- 
out wtchout causing any immediate apparent injury to the surface, but at 
last the surface subsides; The period of limitation in the case of a suit by 
A against B runs from the time of the subsidence. 

25. All instruments shall, for the purposes of this Act, be 
Coutputatiun of thne men* deemed to be made with reference to 

-tioned III instruments. the Gregorian calendar. 

Jlltf^straiioniis 

(a.) A Hindu makes a promissory note bearing a Native date only, and 
rpayable four months afterdate; The period of limitation applicable to a 
suit on the note runs from the expiration of four months after date comput- 
ed according to the Gregorian calendar. 

{^,) A Hindu makes a bond, bearing a Native date only, for the repay- 
ment of money within one year : The period of limitation applicable to a 
^uit on the bond runs from the expiration of one year alter date computed 
.according to the Gregorian calendar. 


PART IV. 

Acquisition of Ownership by Possession. 

26. (/) Where the access and use of light or air to and for 
Acquisition of right to auy building have been peaceably enjoy- 
•easements* ed therewith as an easement, and as 

right, without interruption, and for twenty years, 

and where any way or watercourse, or the use of any 
or any other easement (whether alHrmative or negative) 
peaceably and openly enjoyed by any person claiming tit e ^ 

.as an easement, and as of right without interruption, an of 
years, 

the right to such access and use of light 
course, use of water, or other easement shall be abso u 
.feasible. 
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Each of the said periods of uventy years snail be taken to 
be a period ending within two years next before the institution of 
the suit wherein the claim to which such period relates is contested. 

( 2 ) Where the propeny over which a right is claimed under 
sub-section ir) belongs to Government, that sub-seCtion shall be 
read as if, for the words “ twenty years/' the words ’* sixty years” 
were substituted. 

Explanation . — Nothing is an interruption within the meaning of 
this section unless, where there is an actual discontinuance of the 
possession or enjoyment by reason of an obstruction by the act of 
some person other thin the claimant, and unless such obstrucuon 
is submitted to or acquiesced in for one >ear after the claimant has 
notice thereof, and of the person making or authorizing the same 
to be made. 

Illustrations, 

(aj A suit is brought in 1911 for obstructing a right of way. The de- 
fendant admits the obstruction, but denies the right of way. The plaintiff 
proves that the right was peaceably and openly enjoyed by him, claiming 
title thereto as an easement and as of right, without interruption from ist 
January 189a to 1st January 1910 ; The plaintiff is entitled to judgment, 

(b,) In a like suit the plaintiff shows that the right was peaceably and 
openly enjoyed by him for twenty years. The defendant proves that the 
plaintiff, on one occasion during the twenty years, had asked his leave to 
enjoy the right : The suit shall be dismissed. 

27. Where any land or water upon, over, or from which any 
Exclusion in favour of e-'isemcnt has been enjoyed or derived 
reversioner of servient tene- has been held under or by virtue of any 

interest for life or auy terra of years ex- 
ceeding three years from the granting thereof, tlie lime of the enjoy- 
ment of such easement during the continuance of such interest or 
term shall be excluded in the computaiior, of the period of twenty 
years in case the claim is, witliin tiiree years next after the deter- 
mination of such interest or term, resisted by the person entitled, 
on such determination, to the said land or water. 

Illustraiion, 

A .sues for a declaration that he h entitled to a right of way over B^s 
land, A proves that he has enjoyed the right for twenty-five years; but B 
shows that, during ten of these years, C, a Hindu widow, had a life interest 
in the land ; that, on C’i' death, became entitled to the land, and that 
within two years after Cs death, he contested claim to the right ; The* 
suit must be dismissed, as A, with reference to the provisions of this sec- 
tion, has only proved enjoyment for fifteen years. 
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28 . At the determination of the period hereby limited to any 
Extinguishment of right to person for instituting a suit for possession 
property. of any property, his right to such pro- 

perty shall be extinguished. 


PART V. 

Savings and Repeals. 


Savings. 29 . (/) Nothing in this Act shall — 

(a) affect the Indian Contract Act, 1872,* section 25 : 

( 3 ) affect or alter any period of limitation specially prescrib- 
ed for any suit, appeal, or application by any special 
or local law now or hereafter in force in Biiiish 
India. 


( 2 ) Nothing in this Act shall apply to suits under the Indian 
Divorce Act.f 

(j) Sections 26 and 27 and the definition of “ easement” in 
section 2 shall not apply to cases arising in territories to which the 
Indian Easements Act, 1882,^ may for the time being extend. 


Provision for suits for 
which the period prescribed 
is shorter than that prescrib- 
ed by the Indian Limitation 
Actj 1877. § 


30 . Notwithstanding anything herein contained, any suit for 

which the period of limitation prescribed 
by this Act is shorter than the period of 
limitation prescribed by the Indian Liini- 
ration Act, 1 877 J may be instituted within 
the period of two years next after the 

passing of this Act, or within the period prescribed for such suit by 
the Indian Limitation Act, 1877,5 whichever period expires first. 

31 . (/) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or in 
Provision for suits by 

certain morigagses in terri- territories mentioned in tne oeouiiu .JU 
tories mentioned in ihe dule, a Suit for foreclosure or a suit tor 
Second Schedule. Sale by a mortgagee may be instituted 

within two years from the date of the passing of this Act, or wit m 
sixty years from the date when the money secured by the mor gage 
became due, whichever period expires first; and no sue suit in t le 
said territories instituted within the said period of sixty years, an 


+ Act V. of 1882. 

I Act XV. of 1877. 


* Act IX. of 1872. 
t Act IV. of i 85 g. 
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pending, at the date of the passing of this Act, either in a Court 
of first instance or of appeal, shall be dismissed on the ground that 
a twelve years' rule of limitation is applicable. 

( 2 ) Where, in the aforesaid territories, the claim of a mortgagee 
for foreclosure or for sale has been wholly or in part dismissed 
‘ or withdrawn after the twenty-second Iday of July 1907, and before 
the passing of this Act, either in a Court of first instance or of ap- 
. peal, on the ground that a twelve years’ rule of limitation applied 
^ to such claim, the case may be restored on an application in writing 
" to the Court by which the claim was dismissed, or in which it was 
withdrawn, provided the application is made within six months from 
the date of the passing of this Act : and, on such restoration, the 
provisions of sub-section (/J shall apply. 

32 . The enactments mentioned in the Third Schedule ate 
P repealed to the extent specified in the 

fourth column thereof. 


f 

d 

iff 

X 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE. • 

(-5V^ stciion j.) ■ 

First Division : Suits. 


Description of suit. ' 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run. 


Far^ L — 
Thirty days. 


I.— To contest an award of the 
Board of Revenue under the 
Waste Lauds (claimsj Act, 
1863^ 

Thirty days. 

Part 11 — 
Ninety days. 

When notice of the 
award is delivered to 
the plaintiff. 

2. — For compensation for doing or 
for omitting to do an act 
alleged to be in pursuance 
of any enactment in force 
for the time being in British 
India, 

Ninety days. 

Part IIL— 
Six months. 

When the act or omis- 
sion takes piace. 

3. — Under the Specific Relief Act, 
1877,1 section 9, to recover 
possession of immoveable 
property. 

Six months. 

» 

When the disposses- 
sion occurs. 

4. — Under the Employers and 
Workmen (Disputes) Act, 
18604 section i. 

Ditto 

When the wages, hire, 
or price of work 
claimed accrue or 
accrues due. 

S,~Under the summary procedure 
referred to in section 128 (2) 
(/) of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 19085 

Ditto ... \ 

Vhen the debt or liqui- 
dated demand be- 
comes payable, or 
when the property 
becomes recover- 

able. 


* Act XXin. of 1863. 
t Act I. of 1877. 


J Act IX. of i 85 o. 
§ Act V. of 1908. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE— 

First Diwsion : Suits — conid. 


Description of suit. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run. 


Part IV.-' 
One year. 


6.— Upon a Statute, Act, Regula- 
tion, or Bye-law, for a penal- 
ty or forfeiture. 

One year ... 

When the penalty or 
forfeiture is incurred. 

7.— For of 3 \ioose\io\d 

servant, artisan, or labourer 
not provided for by this 
Schedule, article 4. 

Ditto 

Wh.en th.o wages ac- 
crue due. 

8.— For the price of food or drink 
sold by the keeper of a hotel, 
tavern, or lodging-house. 

Ditto ... 

When the food or 
drink is delivered. 

9.-— For the price of lodging 

Ditto 

When the price be- 
comes payable. ’ ^ 

10.— To enforce a right of pre-emp- 
tion, whether the right is 
founded on law or general 
usage, or on special contract. 

i 

Ditto ... 

! 

When the purchaser 
takes, under the sale 
sought to be im- 
peached, physical 
possession of the 
whole of the proper- 
ty sold, or, where the 
subject of the sale 
does not admit of 
physical possession, 
when the instrument 
of sale is registered. 

11.— By a person, against whom any 
^ of the following orders has 

been made to establish the 

right which he claims to the 

property comprised in the 

/ order— 

Ditto ... 

1 

The date of the order 


Act IX., 1908.— 2. 
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First Division: Suits— 


Description of suit. 


Period of 
limitation. 


Fart /P — 
One y^ar— 
COntd. 


(/) Order under the Code of 
Civil Procedure, igoS* 
on a claim preferred to, or 
an objection made to the 
attachment of, property 
attached in execution of a 
decree ; 


{2) Order under section 28 of 
the Presidency Small 
Cause Courts Act, iSSe.f 


a person against whom 
an order has been made under 
the Code of Civil Procedure, 
1908,* upon an .application 
by the holder of a decree 
for the possession of immove- 
able property or by the pur- 
chaser of such property sold 
in execution of a decree, 
complaining of resistance 
or obstruction to the delivery 
of possession thereof, or 
upon an application by any 
, person dispossesed of such 
property in the delivery of 
possession thereof to the ! 
decree-holder or purchaser, 
to establish the right which 
he claims to the present pos- 
session of the property com- 
prised in the order. 


One year 




Time from which 
period begins to run. 


The date of the order. 


• Act V. of igo8. 


t Act XV. of 1882. 





f 1903^] ‘ 


limitation. 


^9 



Part IV.~ 
One year — 
contd. 


la. — To set aside any of the follow* One year... 


ing sales 


fa) sale in execution of a decree 
of a Civil Court ; 


When the sale is 
confirmed, or would 
otherwise have 

ftnal and con* 
elusive had no such 
suit been brought. 


(6) sale in pursuance' of decree 
or order of a Collector or 
other officer of revenue ; 

Xc) sale for arrears of Govern- 
ment revenue^ or for any 
demand recoverable as 
such arrears ; 

" \d) sale of a patni taluq sold for 
‘ current arrears of rent. 

Mjfplanation.^ln this article patni '' 
includes any intermediate 
tenure saleable for current 
arrears of rent. 


13 .— To alter or set aside a decision Ditto 
or order of a Civil Court in 
any proceeding other than a 
suit. 


I4»~To set aside any act oc order Ditto 
of an officer of Government 
in his official capacity, not . 
herein otherwise expressly 
y . . provided for. 


The date of ^the final 
decision or' order in 
the case by' a Court 
competent to de- 
termine' it finally. 

‘ The date of the act ■ 
or order. 



20 . 


LOIITAXION. 


LAct IX 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE— conid. 

First Division : Suits — con/a . ; 


Description of suit. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run 


Pari 

One year— 
contd. 


15. — Against Government to set aside 
any attachment, lease, or 
transter of immoveable pro- 
perty by the revenue-authori- 
ities for arrears of Govern- 
ment revenue. 

One year ... 

When the attache 
ment, lease, or 
transfer is made. 

— Against Government to recover 
n)oney paid under protest in , 
satisfaction of a claim made I 
by fhe revenue-authorities on 
account of arrears of revenue, 
or on account of demands 
recoverable as such arrears. 

Ditto 

When the payment is- 
made. 

17, — Against Government for com- 
pensation for land acquired 
for public purposes. 

Ditto 

The date of deter 
mining the amonn’ 

of the compensation 

j8. — Like suit for compensation 

when the acquissition is not 
completed. 

Ditto 

The date ot the re« 
fusa! to complete* 

Ig,— For compensation for false im- ^ 
prisonment. 

Ditto 

When theimpnson^ 

ment ends. 

20.— By executors, adniinistrators, 
or /representatives under the 
Legal Representatives^ Suits 
,Act. 1855.’ 

Ditto ••• 

The date of thedeatfc 
of the person wrong* 
ed. 

21. By executors, administrators, 

or representatives under the 
Indian Fatal Accidents Act, 
x85St- 

Ditto ••• 

The date of the death 
of the person k\m- 


* Act XII. of 1855. ‘ f Act XIII. of i 85S' 




of 1908.] 


LIMITATION. 


3t 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE— 


First Division : Suits — conid. 


Description o£ suit. 

Period of 
limitation. 

[ 

Time from which 
period begins to run. 


Part //.— 
One year — 
contd. 


22 . — For compensation for any other 
injury to the person. 

One year ••• 

When the injury is 
committed. 

-23.— For compen^tion for a mali* 
cious prosecution. 

Ditto 

' When the plaintiff is 
acquitted or the pro^ 
sfccution is otherwise 
terminated. 

— For compensation for libel 

Ditto 

When the libel is pub- 
lished. 

as. — For compensation for slander ... 

Ditto 

j 

When the words are 
spoken or, if the 
words are not action- 
able in themselves, 
when the special 
damage complained 
of results. 

a6. — For compensation for loss of 
. service occasioned by the 

. seduction of the plaintifE’s 

servant or daughter. j 

Ditto 

When the loss occurs. 

a7,^For compensation for inducing 
a person to break a contract 
with the plaintiff. 

Ditto 

The date of the breach. 

28.— For compensation for an illegal, 
irregular, or excessive dis- 
tress. 

Ditto 

The date of the dis- 
tress. 

i j 29,^ For compensation for wrongful 
^ seizure of moveable property 

under legal process. 

Ditto ••• 

The date of the seiz- 
ure. 

y 






92 


LDIITAXION. 


[hctlX 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE.~r^;;/^. 

First .Division : Suits — conid. 


Description of suit. 


30. — Against a carrier for compen- 

sation for losing or injuring 
goods. 

31. — Against a carrier for compen- 

sation for non-delivery of, or 
delay in delivering, goods. 


3X— Against one who, hav»ng a ri?ht 
to use property for speciiii' 
purposes, perverts it toother 
purposes. 


33.~Under the Lf’gal R^presenta- 
tives* Suits Act, 1855/ 
against an executor. 


34‘— Under the same Act^ against an 
administrator. 

35,— Under the s^me Act* against any 
other representative. 


36. — For compensation for any mal- 
feasance, misfeasance, or non^ 
feasance independent of con- 
tract, and not herein special- 
ly provided for. 


Period of 
limitation. 


Pari 
One year 
concld. 

One year , 


Ditto 


Pari y.—Tw> 
years. 

Two years... 


Ditto 


Ditto ««• 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Time from which 
period begins to run, 


When the loss or b 
jury occurs. 


When the 
ought to be eS" 
vered. 


When theperversio# 
first becofi'cs 
to I lie person injur- 
ed thereby. 

When thewtongco®' 
plained of is doufi* 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


When ihe 

ance, misfeasance,^ 

non-feasance 

place. 


takes 


• Act XIII. of 1855. 
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IMITATION. 


H 


THE - FIRST SCHEDULE--tw;/if. 

First Division: Suits — con/J. 


Description o£ suit 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run. 


Part VI.— 
Three years. 


37. — For compensation for obstruc- 
ting a way or a watercourse. 

Three years. 

The date of the [ob- 
struction. 

38. — For compensation for diverting 
a water-course. 

Ditto ... 

The date of the diver- 
sion. 

39. — For compensation for trespass 
upon immoveable property. 

Ditto 

The dale of the tres- 
pass. 

40.— 'For compensation for infringing 
copyright or any other exclu- 
sive privilege. 

Ditto ... 

The date of the in- 
fringement. 

4x* — ^To restrain waste 

Ditto 

When the waste be- 
gins. 

42.— For compensation for injury 
caused by an injunction 
wrongfully obtained. 

Ditto ... 

When the injunctioo. 
ceases. 

43 ‘ — Under the Indian Succession 
Act, lS6s" section 320 or 
section 331, or under the 
Probate and Administration 
Act, section 139 nr 

section 140, to compel a re- 
fund by a person to whom an 
execut(‘ror administrator has 
paid a legacy or distributed 
assets. 

Ditto 

The date of the pay- 
mentor distribution* 


Act X. of 1865. 


t- Act V. of 1881. 
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LIHITATION. 


[Act IX. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE-^o;;/^/. 

First Divisiok,; Suits — can/d. 


Description of suit. 


Period of 
limitation. 


Time from which 
period begins to run. 


Pari K/,— 
Thretycars^ 
contd. 


44.— By a ward who has attained 
majority, to set aside a trans* 
fer of property by his guar- 
dian. 


Three years. 


When the ward at* 
tains majority. 


45. — To contest an award under any Ditto 

of the following Regulations 
of the Bengal Code 

The Bengal Land-revenue Settle- 
ment Regulation, 1822.* 

The Bengal Land-revenue Settle- 
ment Regulation, 1825.! 

The Bengal Land-revenue (Settle- 
ment and Deputy Collec- 
tors) Regulation, 1S33 i 

46. — By a party bound by such award Ditto 

to recover any property com- 
posed therein. 


47— By any person bound by an 
order respecting the posses- 
sion of immoveable property 
made under the Code of Cri- 
minal Procedure, 1898,$ or 
the Mamlatdars* Courts Act. 
1906,11 or by any one claim- 
ing under such person, to 
recover the property com- 
prised in such order. 


Ditto 


The date of the final 
award or order in the 
case. 


Ditto. 


The date of the final 
order in the case. 




oXigoS.i 


LDIITATIOH. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE.— 


First Division: 

Suits — contd'. 

Description of suit. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period beings to run. 


Part F/.— 
Three years — 
contd. 


48. — For specific moveable property 
lost, or acquired by theft, 
or dishonest misappropria- 
tion or conversion, or for 
compensation for wrongfully 
taking or detaining the 
same. 

Three years. 

1 

When the person bav-? 
mg the right to the 
possession* of the 
property first learns 
in whose possession 
it is. 

49* — For other specific moveable 
property, or for compensa- 
tion for wrongfully taking 
or injuring or wrongfully 
detaining the same. 

Ditto 

When the property is 
i wrongfully taken or 
injured, or when the 
detainer’s possession 
becomes unlawful. 

50. — For the hire of animals, vehicles, 
boats, or house-hold furni- 
ture. 

Ditto 

1 

When the hire be- 
comes payable. 

51. — For the balance of money ad- 
vanced in payment of goods 
to be delivered. 

Ditto 

1 

When the goods 
ought to be deliver- 
ed. 

52. — For the price of goods sold and 
delivered, where no fixed 
period of credit is agreed 
upon, 

Ditto 

The date of the deli- 
very of the goods. 

S3. — For the price of goods sold and 
delivered to be paid for after 
the expiry of a fixed period 
> of credit. 

Ditto ... 

When the period of 
credit expires. 

54. — For the price of goods sold and 
delivered to be paid for by a 
bill of exchange, no such bill 
being given. 

Ditto 

When the period of 
the proposed biltv 
elapses. 





LQUTATION. 


[Act ly- 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE— ««/(/. 

/ 

First Division: Suits — contd. 


Description of suit. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run. 


Part VL— 
Three years 
contd. 


the {price of trees or grow- 
ing crops sold by the plaint- 
iff to the defendant where no 
fixed period of credit is 
agreed upon. 

Three years. 

The date of the sale. 

56.^For the price of work done by ^ 
the plaintiff for the defend 1 
ant at his request, where no 
time has been fixed fu»r pay 
ment. 

Ditto 

When the work is- 
done. 

57. — For m ney payable for money 
lent. 

Ditto ... 

When the loan is 
made. 

58.— Like suit when the lender has 
given a cheque for the 
money. 

Ditto ... : 

When the cheque is- 
paid. 

f 

59***^or money lent under an agree- 
ment ihat it shall be payable 
on demand. 

Ditto ... 

t When the loan is 
made. 

60.— ‘For monev denosited under an 
agri^eement that it shall be 
payable on demand, includ- 
ing money of a customer in 
tht- hands of his banker so 
payable. 

Ditto ... 

When the demand is 
made. 

6j.— -F or money payable to the 
plaintiff for money paid for 
the defendant. 

Ditto 

When the money is* 
paid. 






of 1908.] 


LIMITATION. 




THE FIRST SCHEDULE^cw/c/. 

First Division : , Suits — contd. 


Descxiption of suit. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run* 


Part VI.~ 
Three years — 
— contd. 


62. — For money payable by the de- 
fendciHt to the plaintiff for 
money received by the de- 
Sendaiit lor the plaintiff's 
use. 

1 Three years. 

When the money i** 
received. 

1 

63. — For money payable for interest 
upou money due from the 
defendant to the plaintiff. 

Ditto 

When the interest be» 
comes due. 

'^64, — For money payable to the plaint- 
iff for money found to be 
due from the defendctnt to 
the plaintiff on accounts 
stated between them. 

i 

1 

; Ditto ... 

When the accounts 
are stated in writing" 
signed by the defen- 
dant or his agent 
duly authorized in 
this behalf, unless 
■ where the debt is, by- 
asimultaneous 
agreement in writing^ 
signed as aforesaid, 
made payable at a 
future time, and then, 
when that time 
arrives. 

65.~For compensation for breach of j 
a promise to do anything at ! 
a specified time, or upon the 
haopening of a specified con- 
tingency. 

Ditto 

When the time speci- 
fied arrives or the 
contingency hap-^ 

- pens. 

66 > — On a single bond, where a day 
^ is specified for payment. 

Ditto 

The day so specified. 

^ 7 «^On a single bond, where no 
such day is specified. 

Ditto ... , 

i 

1 

1 

1 The date of executing^ 
the bond. 



LQCLTA.’nON. 


CActll 


j8- 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE— 

First Division: Suits — conid. 


Description of suit. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run. 


Part 

Three years — 
•—conid. 


68.~Oa a bond subject to a condi- ^ 

tion. 1 

1 

Three years. 

When the condition 
is broken. 

fip. — On a bill of exchange or pro- i 
missory note payable at a 
" fixed time after date. 

Ditto ... 

When the bill of note 
falls due. 

70. — On a bill of exchange payable 
at sight, or after sight, but 
not at a fixed time. 

Ditto 

When the bill is pre 
sented. 

7l.~0n a bill of exchange accepted 
payable at a particular place. 

Ditto 

When the bill is pre- 
sented at that place. 

72. — On a bill of exchange or pro- 
missory note payable at a 
fixed time after sight or after ' 
demand. i 

Ditto ... 

When the fixed time 
expires. 

73.~On a bill of exchange or pro- j 
^ missory note payable on 

demand and not accompani* , 
ed by any writing restraining ' 
or postponing the right to ' 
sue. 

Ditto 

The date of the bill 
or note. 

f C ' f 

i 

i 

74. — On a promissory note or bond 
payable by instalments. 

Ditto 

The expiration of the 
first term of psy-* 
meat as to the part 
then payable; and 
for the other parts, 
the expiration of the 
respective terms ot 
payment. 
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LIMITATION. 


29 

THE FIRST -SCHEDULE—f(j«/*i. 

First .Division : Suits — conid. 


Description of suit. 

Period of 
limitation. 

1 Time from which 
period begins to run. 


Part VL— 
Three years — 
contd. 


75* — On a promissory note or bond 
payable by instalments, which 
provides that, if default be 
made in payment of one or 
more instalments, the whole 
shall be due. 

Three years. 

When the default 
made, unless where 
the payee or obligee 
waives the bs^nefit of 
the provision, ani 
then when fresh de^ 
fault is made in re- 
spect of which there, 
is DO such waiver. 

76. — On a promissory note given by 
the maker to a third person 
to be delivered to the payee 
after a certain event should 
happen. 

Ditto ... 

The date of the deli- 
very to the payee. 

77.^0n a dishonoured foreign bill, 
where, protest has been made 
and notice given. 

Ditto 

When the notice 
given. 

78. — By the payee against the drawer 
of a bill of exchange, which 
has been dishonoured by 
non-acceptance. 

Ditto 

The date of the re- 
fusal to accept. 

yQ'^^By the acceptor of an accom- 
modation-bill against the 
drawer. 

Ditto ... 

When the acceptor 
pays the amount of 
the bill.^ 

80. — Suit on a bill of exchange, pro- 
missory note, or bond not 
herein expressly provided 
for. 

Ditto 

When the bill, note, 
or bond becomes' 
payable. 

V* ^ # 

81.— -By a surety against the principal 
debtor. 

Ditto 

.When the surety pays' 
the creditor. 
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LIMITATION. 


[Ac IX. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE— 

j 

First Division^: Svirs-^con/d^ 


^ . f Period pf Time from which 

Description of suit. limitation, period begins to run. 


Bu —By a surety against a c3-surety. 


^3 —Upon any other contract to in- 
demnify. 

— By an attorney or vakil for his 
costs of a suit or a particular 
business, there being no ex- 
press agreement as to the 
time when such costs are to 
be paid. 


^‘'55.— For the balance due on a mutual, 
open, and current account, 
where there have been reci- 
procal demands between the 
parties. 


'86.— On a policy of insurance, when 
the sum assured is payable 
immediately after proof of 
the death or loss has been 
given to or received by the 
insurers. 


87, — By the assured to recover pre- 
mia paid under a policy void- 
able at the election of the 
insurers. 


Part VI.— > 

Three years— 
contd. 

Three years. When the surety pays 
anything in excess 
of his own share. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


When the plaintiff is 
actually damnified. 

The date of the termi- 
nation of the suit or 
business, or (where 

the attorney or vakil 

properly disconti- 
nues the suit or busi- 
ness) the date of 
such discontinuance. 

The close of the year 
in which the last 
item admitted or 
proved is entered in 
the account ; such 
year to be computed 
as in the account. 

When proof of the 
death or loss is given 
or received to or by 
the insurer, whether 

by or from the plain- 
tiff or any other per- 
son. 

When the insurers 
elect to avoid tne 
policy. 
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LIMITATION. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE-~co«/^f. 
First Division: Suits'— conjd.. 


3 ^ 


Description of suit. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins 10 cun* 


Part 7 /.— 
Three years — 
contd. 


88.— Against a factor for an account 

Three years, 

1 1 

When the account is, 

! during the continu- 
j ance of the agency, 

1 demanded and refus- 
ed^ or, where no such 
demand is made, 
when the agency ter- 
minates. 

89. — By a principal against his agent 
for moveable property receiv- 
ed by the latter and not ac- 
counted for. 

1 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 

90. — Other suit? by principals against 
agents for neglect or miscon- 
duct 

Ditto ... 

When the neglect or 
misconduct becomes 
known to the plaint- 
iff. 

91.— To cancel or set aside an instru- 
ment not otherwise provid- 
ed for. 

Ditto ... 

When the facts entit- 
ling the plaintiff to 
have the instrument 
cancelled or set aside 
become known to 
him. 

92.~To declare the forgery of an 
instrument issued or regis- 
tered. 

Ditto ... 

When the issue or re- 
gistration becomes 
known to the plain- 
iff. 

93**~To declare the forgery of an ' 
instrument attempted to be 
enforced against the plaintiff. 

Ditto ... ! 

The date of *the at- 
tempt. > 





32 


ldhtation. 


LAct IX; 


THE FIRST SCHEDVLE-^co,Ud, 

Fikst Dmmos : Suits — 


Dciicription of suit. 


Period of Time from which 
limuatioo. period begins to run. 


Par/ P7.~ 

Three years — 
contd. 

94.~Fof property which the plaintiff Three years. When the plaintiff i*: 
has conveyed while insane. restored to sanity, 

and has knowledge 
of the conveyance. 


95* — To set aside a decree obtained 
by fraud or for other relief 
on the ground of fraud. 


When the fraud be- 
comes known to the 
party wronged. 


96. — For relief on the ground of mis- 
take. ! 


97.*^ For^ money paid upon an exist- 
ing consideration which after- 
wards fails. I 


When the mistake be- 
comes known to the 
plaintiff. 

The date of thefailurer.* 


98.~To make good out of .the general 
estate of a deceased trustee 
the loss occasioned by a 1 
breach of trust. 


)p, — For contribution by a party , 
who has paid the whole or j 
more than his share of the 
amonnt due under a joint 
decree, or by a sharer in a 
joint estate who has paid the 
whole or more than his share 
of the amount of revenue 
due from himself and his 
co-sharers. 


Ditto ... The date of the trus^j 
tee^s death, or if the 
loss has not'then re- 
sulted, the date of 
the loss. 

Ditto ... The date of the pay- 
ment in excess of the 
plaintiff^sownshare. 


s 

\ 

\ 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE— 

First Division: Svv^s—contd, 


Description of suit. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to rum 

j 

Part VI — 
rhree years — 
contd. 


100.— By a co-trustee to enforce against 
the state of a deceased 
trustee a claim for contribu- 
tion. 

Three years. 

When the right .to 
contribution accrues^ 

loi. — For a seaman*s wages 

Ditto 

The end of the voyage* 
during which the 
wages are earned.^ 

102.— For wages not otherwise ex- 
pressly provided for by this 
Schedule. 

Ditto 

i When the wages ac- 
1 crue due. 

103,— By a Muhammadan for exigible 
dower {^inu'ajjal)* 

Ditto 

When the dower is de- 
manded and refu^edy 
or (where, during the^ 
continuance of the 
marriage, no such 
demand has been^ 
made) when the mar- 
riage is dissolved^by 
death or divorce. 

104.— By a Muhammadan for deferred 
dower {vtu^ajjal)^ 

Ditto 

When the marriageds- 
dissolved by death or 
divorce. 

105.— By a mortgagor after the mort- 
gage has been satisfied, to 
recover surplus collections 
received by the mortgagee. 

Ditto 

When the mortgagor 
re-enters on the 

mortgaged property. 

' 106.— For' an account and a share'of 
the ptofits of a dissolved 
partnership. 

Ditto 

The date otthe disso- 
lution. 


Act IX., 1908 —3. 
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LIMITATION. 


the first schedule— 


contd. 


First Division : Suits— 


[Acf'IX. 


Description of suit. 


J07. — By the manager of a Joint estate 
of an undivided family for 
contribution in respect of a 
payment made by him on ac- 
count of the estate. 


2o8.“By a lessor for the value of 
trees cut down by his lessee 
contrary to the terms of the 
lease. 


109* For the profits of immoveable 
property belonging to the 
plaintiff which have been 
wrongfully received by the 
defendant. 


aio.~For arrears of rent 


511 . — By a vendor of immoveable pro- 
perty for personal payment 
of unpaid purchase-money. 


112.— For a call by a company regis- 
tered under any Statute or 
Act. 


Period of Time from which 
limitation. period begins to run. 


I Part VI.— 

Three years— 
contd. 

Three years. The date of the pay- 
ment. 


Ditto ... When the trees are 
cut down. 


Ditto •*« When the trees are 
cut down. 


Ditto ••• When the arrears be- 
come due. 


Ditto ... The time fixed for 
completing the sale, 
or (where the titleis 
accepted after the 
time fixed for com- 
pletion) the date of 
the acceptance. 


Ditto ... When the call is pay* 
able. 
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Ll-WATION. 




THE FIRST SCHEDULE~C(;;;/i. 
Fuisr Division : Suits — 


Descriptioa of suit* 


Fcriodot Time fr^im which 
liiniiation. period begin?* to run. 


i\irt 

Three years — 
concid* 


1 13.— For specific performance of :x 
contract. 


Three year:>. 


The date tixed for the 
performance, or, if 
no such date in fixed, 
v^hen the plaintiS 
lui^ nutice that per* 
formance is refused. 


IJ4, — For thcircscissioa of a contract. 


Ditto 


When the facts enti- 
tiing the plaintiff to 
have the contract ro 
scinded firht become 
known to him. 


115,— ^For compensation for the breach 
of any contract, express or 
implied, not in writing regis* 
tered, and not herein special- 
ly provided for. 


Ditto 


. When the contract fs 
broken, or (where 
there arc successive 
breaches) when the 
breach in respect of 
which the suit is in- 
stituted occurs, or 
(where the breach is 
continuing) when it 
ceases. 


!*' 




Pari VIL-- 
Six years. 


1 16.— For compensation for the 
breach of a contract in writ- 
ing registered. 


Six years 


When the period of 
limitation would be« 
gin to run against a 
suit brought on a 
similar contract not 
registered. 
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. limitation. 


[Act IX. 


the first SCHEDULE-^^./,/^. 


First Division: Smxs— could. 


Description of suit. 

• 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run# 


Part VIIL^ 
Twelve yearSi 
— contd. 

— , .-..Tar 

127.— By a person excluded from joint- 
family property, to enforce a 
right to share therein. 

Twelve years 

♦ When the exclusion 
becomes known to 
the plaintiff. 

l28,~By a Hindu for arrears of main- 
tenance. 

Ditto 

When the arrears are 
payable. 

129.— By a Hindu for a declaration 
of hib right to maintenance. 

Ditto ... 

When the right is de- 
nied. 

J30. — For the resumption or assess- 
ment of rent-free land. 

Ditto 

When the right to re- 
sume or assess the 
land first accrues. 

JJi.—To establish a periodically- 
recurring right. ^ 

Ditto 

i When the plaintiff » 
first refused the en- 
joyment of the right. 

J3S.-^To enforce payment of money 
charged upon immoveable 
property, j 

Ditto 

When the money sued 
for becomes due. 

Explanation^ — The allowance and 
fees respectively called malU 
kana and haqqs shall, for 
the purpose of this article, be 
deemed to be money charged 
upon immoveable property. 



recover moveable property 
conveyed or bequeathed in 
trust, deposited, or pawned, 
and afterwards bought from 
the trustee, depositary, or 
pawnee for a valuable consi* 
deration. | 

Ditto ••• 

The date of the pur- 
chase. 
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THE FIRST SCUEDULE—w;*/. 

First Division : Suits-~wi/</- 


Description of suit. 

Period of 
limiutiun. | 
} 

Time from which 
penod bt'ijins to run. 


\ 

Fart F///.— 
years \ 
— conid. ! 


I34» — To recover possc5:3ion of im- 
moveable property conveyed 
or bequeathed in tru.'it, or 
mortgaged, and afterwards, 
transferred by the trustee or 
moct^a'jee for a valuabla 
consideration. 

,,, t * 

1 wclve years | 

\ 

\ 

The dale of the trani-^ 
icr. 

135 — Suit instituted in a Court not j 
established by Royal Charter 
by a mortgagee for posses- ' 
sion of immoveable proper- ! 
ty mortgaged. ] 

1 

Ditto ... 

When thcinortgagar *5 
rignt to possession 
determines. 

136. — By a purchaser at a private 
sale for possession of im- ' 
moveable property sold when 
the vendor was out of pos- i 
session at the date of the 
sale. 

Ditto 

When the vendor is 
firr^t entitled to pos- 
session. 

suit by a purchaser at a 
sale in execution of a decree, I 
when the judgment-debtor 
was out of possession at the 
date of the sale. 

Ditto 

When the judgment- 
debtor is first entitled 
to possession. 

138. — Like suit by a purchaser at a 
sale in execution of a decree, 
when the judgment-debtor 
was in possession at the date 
of the sale. 

Ditto 

Theda te when the sale 
becomes absolute. 

139,-^ By a landlord to recover pos- 
session from a tenant. 

Ditto 

When the tenancy is 
determined. 
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LIMITATIO'N. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE— 

Second Division: AppeaEs. 


Description of appeal. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run. 

J50. — Udder the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898*, from a 
sentence of death passed by 
a Court of Session. 

Seven days. 

1 

The date of the sea^ 
tence. 

15 1. — From a decree or order of any 
of the High Courts of Judi- 
cature at Fort William, 
Madras, and Bombay, or the 
Chief Court of the Punjab 
or the Chief Court of Lower 
Burma, in the exercise of its 
original jurisdiction. 

Twenty days. 

The date of the decrecr 
or order. 

152.-— Under the Code of Civil Proce- 
dure, 1908,1 to the Court of 
a District Judge. 

Thirty days. 

The date of the decree 
or order appealed 
from. 

153* — Udder the same Code,t to a 
High Court from an order of 
a Subordinate Court refus- 
ing leave to appeal to His 
Majesty in Council. 

Ditto 

The date of tbeordefr 

IS4» — Under the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1 898,* to any 
Court other than a High 
Court. 

Ditto ...| 
1 

The date of the 
tence or order ap- 
pealed from. 

^55* — Under the same Code,* to a 
High Court, except in the 
cases provided for by article 
150 and article 157. 

Sixty days... 

1 

Ditto. 


* Act V. of 1898. 
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LIMITATION 


[Act IX.- 


TOE FuVr SCHEDULE-cofl/^. 

\ 

Second Divl^ion: Afi'Jlvls — could. 


Dc:»cnption of appeal. 

Period of 
limiution. 

1 Time from which 

1 period begins to ran. 

! __ 

i56.~Undcr iho Code of Civil Procc* 

f — 

Ninety daya.^ Thedateof thedccrec 

(lure. 1908,* to a High Court* 


1 or order appealed 

except in the caaca provided 
for hy article 151 and article 
*53- 


i from. 

: 

157.-— Under the Code of Criminal 

I Six months. 

Tbo date of the ordec 

Procedure, *898*1* from an 
order of aci]uituL 


appealed from. 

t 

1 


Act V. of tgoy. 


t Act V. of 189S. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE— 

Third Division: Appucations. 


Description of application. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run. 

158. — Under the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure, 1908,* to set aside 
an award. 

Ten days 

When the award' 'iS' 
submitted to tho 
Court. 

JSQ. — For leave to appear and defend 
a suit under the summary 
procedure referred to in sec- 
tion I ^8 (2) {f) of the same 
Code.* 

Ditto 

I 

1 

When the summons^ 
is served. 

160.— For an order under the same 
Code,* to restore to the file 
an application for review re- 
jected in consequence of the 
failure of the applicant to 
appear when the application 
was called on for hearing. 

Fifteen days. 

When the application 
for review is rejected. 

161. — For a review of judgment by a 
Provincial Court of Small 
Causes, or by a Court in- 
vested with the jurisdiction 
of a Provincial Court of 
Small Causes when exercis- 
ing that jurisdiction. 

Ditto 

The date of the decree* 
or order. 

163. — For a review of judgment by 
any of the High Courts of 
Judicature at Fort William, 
Madras, and Bombay, or the 
Chief Court of the Punjab 
or the Chief Court of Lower 
Burmah, in the exercise of its 
original Jurisdiction. 

Twenty days. 

Ditto 

I 


• Act iV. of 1908. 
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LIMITATION. 


[Act IX 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE-w;/^/. 
Tiuun Division : Applications — could. 


Description of appiicritioa. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run. 

\\ platnttjf, for nn order to 
6et aside a dismiss >1 for 
default uf appearance, or for 
failure to pay costs of ser- 
vice rf process, or to fur- 
nish security for cu!>ts. 

Thirty days. 

The date of the dis- 
missal. 

16^-— By a defendant, for an order 
to set aside a decree passed 
tfx parie* 

Ditto 

The date of the de- 
cree, or, where the 
summons w*as QOt 
duly served, when 
the applicant has 
knowledge of the de- 
cree. 

l63^~Under the Code of Civil Proce- 
dure, 1908.* by a person 
dispossessed of immoveable 
property, and disputing the 
right of the decree-hoidcr 
or purchaser at a sale ii\ j 
execution of a decree to be 
put into possession. 

Ditto 

The date of ihe dis- 

possession. 

166, — Under the same Code,* to set 
aside a sale in execution of a 
decree. 

Ditto ••• 

The date of the sale. 

iSy.^Complaining of resistance or 
obstruction to delivery of 
possession of immoveable 
property decreed or sold in 
execution of a decree. 

Ditto 

The date of the resis* 
tance or obstruction- 

l68,~For the re-adn\ission of an 
appeal dismissed for want of j 
prosecution, ( 

Ditto 

The date of the diS' 
missal. 


*■ Act V. of 1908. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE^to///^. 

Third Division : Applications — conid. 


Description of application. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to run. 

1^. — For the re-heariug of an appeal 
heard ex parte. 

Thirty days. 

The date of the decree 
in appeal, or, where 
notice of the appeal 
was not duly served, 
when the applicant 
has knowledge of the 
decree. 

170.— For leave to appeal as a pau- 
per. 

Ditto ... 

The date of the decree 
appealed from. 

I7I,— Under the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure, 1908,* for an order 
to set aside abatement. 

Sixty days. 

The date of the abate- 
ment. 

27a.-— Under the same Code,^ by the 
assignee or the receiver of 
. an insolvent plaintiff or ap- 
pellant for an order to set 
aside the dismissal of a suit 
or an appeal. 

Ditto 

The date of the order 
of dismissal. 

a review of judgment ex- 
cept in the cases provided | 
for by article 161 and article 
162. 

Ninety days. 

The date of the decree 
or order. 

l74-~For the issue of a notice under 
the Same Code,^ to show 
cause why any payment made 
Out of Court of any money 
payable under a decree or 
any adjustment of the decree 
should not be recorded as 
certified. 

Ditto 

1 When the payment or 
adjustment is made. 

^7S»“*For payment of the amount of 
a decree by instalments. 

Six months. 

The date of the decree. 


* Act V. of 1908. 
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limitation. 


[ActlJL 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE— 

Third Division : Applications — contd. 


Description of application. 

Period of 
limitation. 

Time from which 
period begins to rua. 

J76.~Under the same Code,^ to have 
the legal representative of 
a deceased plaintiff or of 
a deceased appellant made 
a party. 

Six months. 

The date of the 
of the deceased plain* 
tiff or appellant. 

J77. — Under the same Code,^* to have 
the legal representative of a 
deceased defendant or of a 
deceased respondent made a 
party. 

Ditto 

The date of the death 
of the deceased de- 
fendant or respond- 
ent. 

J78.~Under the same Code,* for the 
filing in Court of an award 
in a suit made in any matter 
♦referred to arbitration by or- 1 
der of the Court, or of an 
award made in any matter 
referred to arbitration with- 
out the intervention of a 
Court. 

Ditto 

1 

i 

The date of the award. 

1 

379.— By a preson desiring to appeal 
ut\der the same Code* to His 
Majesty in Council, for leave 
to appeal. 

Ditto 

The date of thedecrf^ 

. appealed from. 

280.— By a purchaser of immoveable 
property at a sale in execu- 
tion of a decree, for delivery 
of possession. 

Three years. 

' 

When the sale bfr 
comes absolute. 

a8i. — Applications for which no period 
of limitation is provided else- 
where in this Schedule, or by 
section 48 of the Code oi 
Civil Procedure, 1908.* 

Ditto 

When the right to ap* 
ply accrues. 


V. of 1.908, 
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LEtfrfATION. 

THE FIRST SCHEDULE-^irt^m 

Third Division : A‘ppLicATioNs'-=-iro/;/i/. 
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Description ofj Application; 

j , 

Periods of 
limitation. 

I, Time froni which 
period begins to run. 

182.— -For the execution' of a decree 
or order of any Civil Court 
not* provided for hy article 
i83» or by section 48 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure, 
1908.** 

1 Three years ; 
or, where 
a certified 
i copy of the; 
decree or | 
order has 
been regis- 
tered, six 
years. 

1. The date of the de- 
cree cr order, or 

2. (where there has 
been an appeah the 
date of the final de- 
cree or order of the 
Appellate Court, or 
the withdrawal of 
the appeal, or 


i 

3, (where there has 
been a review of 
judgment) the date 
of the decision pass- 
ed on the review, or 

1 

1 

1 

! 

i 

1 

4. (where the decree 
has been amended) 
the date of 
ment, or 

1 

i 

j 

1 

5. (where the 
tion next herei 
mentioned has 
made) the date 
applying in - • 
ance with law to t 
proper Court for ex^ 
cution, or to take 
some step in aid of 
execution, of the de- 
cree or order, or 



6. (where the notice 
next hereinaftermen- 
tioned has been issu- 
ed) the date of issue 


* ActV, of 1908. 


Act IX., 1908.— 4. 
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59 LDUTATION. , 

THE FIRST SCHEDULE ’•-rconid. 

Third Division: Applications— 


182.^ 


Description of application. 


Period of Time from which 
liniitation; ’ period begins to jun. 


For the execution of a decree 
or order of any Civil Court 
not provided for by article 
183, or by stction 48 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure, 
1908^ — contd. 


Three years; 
or, where a 
certified 
copy of the 
decree or 
crder has 
been regis- 
tered, six 
years {cidj).\ 


of notice to the per. 
son against whom 
execution is applied 
for to show cause why 
the decree should 
not be executed 
against him, when 
the issue of such a 
notice is required by 
the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908,* or 


7. (where the applica- 
tion is to enforce any 
payment which the 
decree or order di* 
rects to be made at 
a certain date) such 
date. 

Explanation /.-Where 
the decree or order 
has been passed seve- 
rally in favour ofmore 
persons than one dis- 
tinguishing portions 
of the subject-matter 
as payable or deliver- 
able to each, the ap- 
plication mentioned 
in clause 5 of this 
article shall take ef- 
fect in favour only of 
such of the said per- 
sons or their repre- 
sentatives as it may 
be made by. But, 
where the decree or 


* ^ct V, of 1908. 
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LiMlTATION. 

THE FIRST SCHEDULE— 

Third DivisfoN : Applications — contd. 


si 


Description of Application. 


Period of Time from which 
limitation, period begins to run. 


182. — For the execution of a decree 
or order of any Civil Court 
not provided for by article 
183, or by section 48 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure, 
1908 * — collide 


Three years j 
or, where a 
certified 
copy of the 
decree or 
order has 
: been regis* 
tered, six 
years [cid,) 


order has been pass- 
ed jointly in favour 
of more persons than 
one, such application , 
if made by any one or 
more of them, or by 
his or their represen- 
tatives, shall take ef- 
fect in favour of 
them all. 


Where the decree or 
Older has been pass- 
ed severally against 
more persons than 
one, distinguishing 
portions of the sub- 
ject-matter as pay- 
able or deliverable by 
each, the application 
shall lake effect 
against only such of 
the said persons or 
their representatives 
as it may be made 
against. But, where 
the decree or order 
has been passed 
jointly against more 
persons than one, the 
application, If made 
against any one or 
more of them, or 
against his or their 
rep resen t atives, 
shall take effect 
against them all. 


V/ 0LX908. 
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THE FIRST SCHEmi]:^~?<;^/i. 

'Third Division : AppwcA,TiQNS-:w?;/<f. 


tm- 


^Description of Application^ 


Period of 
limitation* 


Time from which 
period^ begins to run. 


l8a,~For the execution of a decree 
or prder^ of apy^Civil Court 
not » provided for by j^rticle 
,183, or by section 48 of the 
of Civil Procedure, 
^i^o8*T'Concld» 


, 1 83.-nT.o, enforce a/judgment, decree, 
ipt ,pfd«r<pf(any Court estab- 
lished, by Royal Charter in 
.the cpcerpise of its ordinary 
toriginal civil jurisdiction, or 
an t order of His Majesty in 
ijCpunci!* 


Three years; 
pr, jvhere ja 
c e r,t i fied 
copy of the 
decree or 
order has 
been regis- 
tered, six 
years {cld.) 

Twelve years.! 


Explanation 11 ,^ 
romper Court” 
means the Court 
whose duty it is to 
execute the decree or 
order. 


When a present right 
to enforce the judg- 
ment, decree, or order 
accrues to some per- 
son capable of re- 
leasing the right : 


Provided that, when 

the judgment, decree, 
or order has been re- 
vived, or some part 
of the principal 
money secured there- 
by, or some interest 
on such money has 
been paid, or some 

acknowledgment of 

the right thereto has 
been given in writing 
signed by the person 
liable to pay such 
principal or interest, 
or his agent, to the 
person entitled there* 
to or his agent, the 


* ^qt V, of 1908. 
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JTW JURST S©HEEtU;LE— 

Third {Division : ABaDiCAUioNST^-towc/^/. 


Description of application. 


Time from which 
p^ripd Jbegins to run. 

,^83^— jTo epforce .aT]i^dgtpept, ^^ectee, 
or order of any Court estab- 
lished by Royal Charter in 
the exercise of ^its , ordinary 
original civil jurisdiction! or 
an order of His Majesty in 
Council— ranW. 

Tiv^^YCiyeRts 
— COHCli, 

'1 

^tweilve years shall be 
cqpiputed from the 
date of such revivor, 
,paypient,^qr acknow- 
ledgment, or the 
latest of ‘such reviv- 
,prs,jMynj^nts, or ac- 
knowledgments! as 
t^the*case‘.piay be. 
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LISUTATION. 


[AcllX. 

THE SECOND SCHEDULE: 

Territories referred to ih Section 31. 

(Sii section j/.) 

The Presidency of Fort St. George. 

The Presidency of Bombay. 

The Sambalpur District of the Bengal Division of the Presidency 
of Fort William. 

The United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. 

Burma. 

The Central Provinces. 

Ajmere-Merwara. 
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Year. 

1877 ... 
1877 ... 
1879 ... 

1881 ... 

1887 — 

1888 ... 

1892 ... 

1899 .. 

1900 .. 

1900 ., 
1906 , 

* 

if} iota 


THE THIRD SCHEDULE: 

ENACmENTS repealed. 


{See sec/ton 32.) 


No. 

Short title. 

Extent of repeal. 

XV. 

The Indian Limitation 

The whole. 

Act, 1877. 


XVll. 

The Punjab Courts Act, 
1877. 

So much as has not been 
repealed. 

XU. 

The Registration and Li- 
mitation Acts Amend- 

In the title, the words “ and 
the Limitation Act, 1877 


ment Act, 1879. 

and, after section 107, from 
the words and whereas*' 
to the end of the Act. 


V. 

The Probate and Adminis- 

Section 156. 

tration Act, 1881. 

The Provincial Small 

Section 36. 

IX 

Cause Courts Act, 1887. 
The Civil Procedure Code 

In the title and in the pre 

VII. 

Amendment Act, i88S, 

amble, the words, “ and 
the Indian Limitation Act 
1877/* and, of section 66 
so much as has not been 
repealed.* 



VI. 

The Indian Limitation Act 

In the title and in the pre- 

and Civil Procedure Code 

amble, the words “ the 


Amendment Act, 1892. 

Indian Limitation Act, 
1877,*' and section i. 

X. 

The Carriers Act, 1899 

Section 3, 

VI. 

The Lower Burma Courts 

So much of section 47 and 

Act, 1900. 

the first schedule as relates 
to the Indian Limitation 
Act, 1S77. 



XI 

The Indian Limitation 

The whole. 

Amendment Act, 1900. 


IV 

The Presidency Small 

Section 5. 


Cause Courts Act, 1906 



The whole Act (so much as has not been repealed), is now repealed 
by tl^e ne^ Registration Act (XVl. of 
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PREFACE. 


This Edition of the Civil Court Manual has 
been published in three pocket volumes : 

Volumes I. and 11. contain such of the Acts of 
the Governor-General in Council as are most fre- 
quently referred to, arranged in alphabetical order. 

Volume III, contains the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure. 

In all the Acts contained in this edition, every 
amendment made up to date of publication has been 
carefully embodied in its proper place. 

Considering that the amendments recently made 
in most of the Acts herein contained are numerous 
and important, the work should prove very useful and 
reliable. 


D. E. CRANENBURGH. 
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ACT IX, OF 1875 . 
The ludiaa Majority Act, 1875.'^ 


< ED THE G.-G.'s Assent on the 2nd March 1875. 


An Act to amend the Law respecting the Age of Majority. 

Whereas, in the case of persons domiciled in British India, it 
Preambt expedient to prolong the period of 

nonage, and to attain more uniformity 
and certainty respecting the age of majority than now exists ; It is 
hereby enacted as follows ; — 


Short title. 


1 . This Act may be called “ The 
Indian Majority Act, 1875 


* For the Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Caae/i*!? 

1874, Pt. V., p. 153 ; for Proceedings in Council, See ibul^ Supplement, p. 
668, and Extra Supplement dated I2th May 1874, p. 4, and /6u^, 1875, 
Supplement, p. 333. 

This Act has been declared, by notification under s, 3 (a) of the 
Scheduled DUtricls Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force fn the following 
Scheduled Districts, namely 

(i) The Districts of llazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, and 
Pargana Dhalbhuin, and the Kolhan jn the District of Singh- 
bhum, [The Lohardaga District included at this time the 
present District of Palamau, which was separated in 18943*— 
See Gnseife of Jndin, 1881, Pt* L, p. 5^4 : 

(a) The North*Western Provinces Tarai. — See Guseife of India, 
1876, Pt. I., p. 505. 

it has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of the same Act, to 
British Baluchistan . — See Gazerte of India, 1897, Pt, II., p. 60, 

It has been declared in force in — 

(1) Upper Burma (except the Shan States) by Act XIII. of 1898, 
, s. 4. 

(2) the Arakan Hill District by the Arakan Hill District Laws Re- 

gulation (IX. of 1874). 3 i amended by Act XllL of 1898, 
s, 16. 

It has bef»n applied to the Baluchistan Agency Territories. — See 
Gazette of India, 1897, Pt L, p. 27, 

?|0C0— 22-IC-X3. 


Act IX, 1875— I, ’ 
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INDIAN MAJORITY ACT. 


[Act IX. 


Il extends to the whole of British India, and, so far as regards 

Local extent. Subjects of her Majesty, to the domin* 

ions of Princes and States in India In 
alliance with Her Majesty ; 

it shall come into force and have effect only on the ex- 
piration of three months from the 
passing thereof. 


and 

Commencement and opera' 
tion. 


Savingfs, 


affect- 


2 . Nothing herein contained shall 


(a) the capacity of any person to act in the following matters 
(namely) — marriage, dower, divorce, and adoption; 

(- 5 ) the religion or religions, rites and usages of any class of 
Her Majesty's subjects in India; or 

i (c) the capacity of any person who, before this Act comes into 
force, has attained majority under the law applicable to him. 

Note. — According to the Mahomedan law, a person becomes an adult 
on the e.xpiration of his or her fifteenth year, unless symptoms of puberty 
appear at an earlier age. Among the Hindus minority terminates at the 
age of sixteen. 


8 . Subject as aforesaid, “ every minor of whose person or 
Age of majority of persons property, or both, a guardian, olix^r 
domiciled in British India. than a guardian for a suit within the 
meaning of Chapter XXXl.* of the Code of Civil Procedure, has 

been or shall be apoointed or declared by any Court of Justice 

before the minor has attained the age of eighteen years, and every 
minor of whose property ihe superintendence has been or shall be 
assumed by any Court of Wards before the minor has aitained 
that 3ge,”f shall, notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian 
Succession Act (No. X. of 1865), or in any other enactment, 
deemed to have attained his majority when he shall have comp**^**-' 
his age of twenty-one years, and not before. 

* This reference to Cb. XXXI, of the old Civil Procedure Code .should 
now mean to apply to Order XXXII- of Act V, of 1908. 

t The words quoted have been substituted for the 
minor of whose person or property a ^uardi^n has been ^ 

appointed by any Court of Justice, and every m*nor under ej 

of Ly Court of Wards/* by the Guardians and Wards Act (VJJI.of 


S. 52. 
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Subject, as aforesaid, every other person domiciled iu British 
India shall be deemed to have attained his majority when he shall 
have completed his age of eighteen years, and not before. 

4. In computing the age of any person, the day on which he 
Age of majority hovv com* was born is to be included as a whole 
puted. day. and he shall be deemed to have 

attained majority, if he fails wnhin the first paragiagh of section 3, 
at the beginning of the twenty-first anniversary of that day, and if 
he falls within the second paragragh of section 3, at the beginning 
of the eighteenth anniversary of that day. 

Itlusirations* 

(a.) Z is born in British India on the first day of January 185*^1 and 
has a British Indian domicil*", A guardian of his per:son is appointed by a 
Court ot Justice: Z attains majority at the first moment of the first day of 
January 1871. 

Z born \r\ on ihe iscf of Fitbtnnty 

^852, and has a British Indian domicile, A guardian of his property is 
appointed by a Court of Justice; Z attains majority at the first moment of 
the twenty-eighth day of February 1S73. 

(c.) Z is born on the first day of January 1850, He acquires a 
drmicile in British India* No guardian is appointed of his person or pro- 
perty by any Court of Justice, nor is he under the jurisdiction of any Court 
. of Wards 5 Z attains majority at the first moment of the first day of 
January i868. 



act III. OF 1874.* 

llarrlol Women’s Property Hot 18 H, 

\^As modified up to August / 9 ^ 7*1 ♦ 

Rioeived the G.-G.’s Assent on the 24T8 Febeuaet 1874. 

An Ad h txplain and ammd Ihi Law nluling to certain Married 
Wovwi and for Other purposes. 

Whereas it is expedient to make such provision as hereinafter 

appears for the enjoyment of wages ana 
Preamble. earnings by women married before the 

first day of January x866, and for insurances bn lives by persons 
married before or after that day t 

And whereas by the Indian Succession Act, i865,t section 4, 
it is enacted that no person shall by marriage acquire any interest 
in the property of the person whom he or she marries, nor become 

incapable of doing any act in respect of his or her own property 

which he or she c ould have done if unmarried ; 

Act III of 1874. Iiaa been declared in force in~ r* . 

(0 The Sanihdl Parganaa (see the Santhdl Parganas Settlemen 
Regulation, III. of 1872,8. 3. .as amended by the Santhdl 
Pafganas Justice Laws Regulation, III. of 1899 ’■ 

(2) The Arakan Hill District (see the Arakan Hill District Laws 
Regulation, IX, of 1874. a. 3)’ tiucu.^ ,io.i 

It has been declared, by notification under 3- 3 Scheduled 

^vrv nf to be in force in the toUovvmg fi)cneauiea 

Districts* The Districts of Hazaribdgh, Loh5.^aga, and M4nbhum, and 

Smau D thich was sep.r.H.a in ^894. 

It has been extended, by notification ^ ® ° ’fsee 

the Scheduled P^°l p So5)Tto 

Buma'efcep” the than Spates (see Notification No. 132 Burma Gazette, 

^^^^For the Statement of Objects and Reasons, s&Q Gazette of India, 1873, 
Pt. V. 0. 4<7' for Proceedings in Council, see ibid, Extra Supplements, 
dued Aug. 3 and Sep. 6, 1873, respectively pp. 9 and I 3 , and loid, 1874, 
Supplement, p. 239. 
t Act X. of 1865. 

4,000— ii-g'iQof. 
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Act !!1, 


the office at which the insurance was effected is situate, and shall be 
received and held by him upon the trusts expressed in the policy, 
or such of them as are then existing. 

And in reference to such sum he shall stand in the same 
position in all respects as if he had been duly appointed trustee 
thereof by a High Court under Act No. XVII, of 1864 [lo 
s/i/uie an office ffi Official 7'ruslee), section 10 . 

Nothing herein contained shall operate to destroy or impede 
the right of any creditor to be paid out of the proceeds of any 
policy of assurance which may have been effected with intent to 
defraud creditors. 


JV.— Legal Proceedings by and against Married Women, 

7 . * A married woman may maintain a suit in her own name 
Married women may take for the recovery of property of any de* 

legal proceedings. scription which, by force of the said 

Indian Succession Act, i 865 t or of this Act, is her separate pro* 
perty ; and she shall have, in her own name, the same remedies, 
both civil and criminal, against all persons, for the protection and 
security of such property, as if she were unmarried, and she sha 1 
be liable to such suits, processes, and orders in respect of such 
property as she would be liable to if she were unmarried. 

8. If a married woman (whether married before or after the 

Wife's liability for post- S^st day of January i866}$ 
nuptial debts. separate property, and if any person 

enters into a contract with her with reference to such property, or 
on the faith that her obligation arising out of such contract j ? 
satisfied out of her separate property, such person shall be entit e 
to sue her, and, to the extent of her separate property, 
against her whatever he might have recovered in such 
she been unmarried at the date of thi contract, and continued u 
uarried at the execution of the decree, § 


♦ Compare the Married Women’s Property Act, 1870 (33 ^4 

• 93l( *r, now repealed by the Married Women's Propirty > 

45 and 46 Viet., c 75)- 
t Act X of 1865. 

$ See the Indian Succession Act (X. of 1865)1 S' 33*- 
% Archer v. Wnikins, 8 B. L. R., 372> 
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Provided that nothing herein contained shall affect the 
liability of a husband for debts contracted by his wife’s agency, 
express or implied * 

V, — Husband’s Liability for Wife's Debts. 

9. t A- husband married after the thirty-first day of Decem- 
Husband not liable for ber 1865 shall not, by reason only of 
wife’s ante-nuptial debts. such marriage, be liable to the debts of 
his wife contracted before marriage, but the wife shall be liable to 
be sued for, and shall, to the extent of her separate property, be 
liable to satisfy such debts as if she had continued unmarried : 

Provided that nothing contained in this section shall J 

. invalidate any contract into which a 

husband may, before the passing of this 
Act, have entered in consideration of his wife’s ante-nuptial debts. 


* In s. 8, the words, or render a married woman liable to arrest or to 
imprisonment in execution of a decree," repealed by the Debtors Act (VI. 
of i888), s. 9, have here been omitted. 

t Compare the Married Women’s Property Act, 1870 (33 and 34 Viet., 
c. 93), s. 12. ' 

t In s. 9, the words, “ affect any suit instituted before the passing of 
this Act, nor," repealed by the Repealing and Amending Act (XII. of 1891), 
have here been omitted. 


HI., ’74 —2. 
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ACT XXVI. OF i88l. 


Negotiable Instruments Act. 

Received the G.-G/s Assent on the qth Deceaiber iSSi. 

An Ac/ io define and amend the Law relating to Promissory Notes^ 
Bills of Exchange, and Cheques. 

•Wherb-vs it is expedient to define and amend the law relating to 

promissory notes, bills of exchange, and 
cheques; It is hereby enacted as fol- 
lows : — 

CHAPTER 1 . 


Preamble. 


Short title. 


Preliminary. 

1 . This Act may be called “The 
Negotiable Instruments Act, iBSi.” 

It extends to the whole of British India; but nothing herein 
Local extent Contained affects the Indian Paper Cur- 


Savin^ oE usages relating 
to hundis, &c. 


rency Act, 1882, section 25,’^ or affects 
any local usage relating to any instru- 
ment in an oriental language: Provided 
that such usages may be excluded by any words in the body of the 
r f, ^ instrument, which indicate an intention 

Commencement. j-gjatjons of the parties 

thereto shall be governed by this Act ; and it shall come into force on 
the first day of March 1882. 

S. [Repealed by Act Xll. 0/ iSgi.l 
Interpretation-clause. 3. In this Act— 

« Banker.” “Banked' includes also persons or 

a corporation or company acting as 
bankers ; and 

“ Notary public” includes also any person appointed by the 
“Notary public ’> Governor-General in Council to perform 

the functions of a notary public under 
this Act. 


* See Act XX. of 1882, s. 2. 
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[Act xxviv 


CHAPTER 11 . 

Of Notes, Bills, and Cheques. 

4 . A " promissory note” is an instrument in writing Cnol being 

« Promissory note.”' a _ bank-note or a currency-note) con- 

taining an unconditional undertaking, 
signed by the maker, to pay a certain sum of money only to, or to the 
order of, a certain person, or to the bearer of the instrument 


Jllustratians, 


A signs instruments in the following terms 
(a.) Promise to pay B or order Rs. 500.” 

(i.) “ I acknowledge myself to be indebted to B in Rs. 1,000, to ber 
paid on demand for value received.*' 

(c,) Mr, B, I O U Rs 1,000.” 

{d,) ” I promise to pay B Rs. 500 ^and all other sums which shall be 
due to him.” 


(tf.) ” I promise to pay B Rs, 500, first deducting thereoutany money 
which he may owe me. 

{/•) ** 1 promise to pay B Rs. 500 seven days after my marriage' 
with C." 

(g^.) ” I promise to pay B Rs. 500 on D*s death, provided D leaves me 
enough to pay that sum.” 

(/i.) ” I promise to pay B Rs. 500, and to deliver to him my black 
horse on 1st January next.'' 

The instruments respectively marked (a) and {b) are promissory notes* 
The instruments respectively marked (c), (c?), (e), (/), (gj, and (A), are no 
promissory notes. 


5. A “ bill of exchange” is an instrument in writing contdning 
I , „ an unconditional order, signed by 

B'll exchange.' directing a certain person to pay 

a certain sum of money only to, or to the order of, a certain perso ; 
or to the bearer of the instrument. 


A promise or order to pay is not 


'conditional” within th® 


meaning of this section and section 4 by reason of -p^ed 

ment of the amount or any instalment thereof being ® P 1 3 
to be on the lapse of a certain period alter the .j ^ of 

specified event which, according to the .-neniiig 

mankind, is certain to happen, although the time of its- PP 
may be uncertain. 
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The sum payable may be “ certain” within the meaning of 
this section and section 4, although it includes future interest, or 
is payable at, an indicated rate of exchange, or is according to 
the cou S3 of exchange, and although the instrument provides that, 
on default of payment of an instalment, the balance unpaid shall 
become due. 

The person to whom it is clear that the direction is given, 
or that payment is to be made, may be a “ certain person” within 
the meaning of this section and section 4, although he is mis-named 
or designated by description only. 

6. A cheque” is a bill of exchange drawn on a specified 
“ Che ue ” banker, and not expressed to be payable 

otherwise than on demand. 


7. The maker of a bill of exchange or cheque is called the 
“Drawer.” “drawer;” the person thereby directed 

“ Drawee.” to pay is called the “ drawee,” 

When in the bill or in any endorsement thereon the name of 
„ . c , „ any person is given in addition to the 

Drawee rn case of need. j .u .ji- 

drawee to be resorted to in case of neea, 
such person is called a “ drawee in case of need.” 

After the drawee of a bill has signed his assent upon the bill, 
,, „ or, if there are more parts thereof than 

cceptor. upon one of such parts, and delivered 

the same, or given notice of such signing to the holder or to some 
person on his behalf he is called the “ acceptor.” 

“When a bill of exchange has been noted or protested for 
... , , ,, non-acceptance or for better security,”* 

cceptor or onour. person accepts It mpra protest 

for honour of the drawer or of any one of the indorsers, such person 
is called an “ acceptor for honour.” 

The person named in the instrument, to whom or to whose 
„ p „ order the money is by the instrument 

directed to be paid, is called the “ payee.” 


The words quoted have been substituted by Act II. of 1885, ?• 2 
for the following ; When acceptance is refused, and the bill is proteked 
for non-acceptance.” 
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8. The “holder” of a promissory note, bill of exchange or 
u Holder." cheque means any person entitled in to 

own name to the possession thereof, and 
to receive or recover the amount due thereon from the parties thereto. 

Where the note, bill, or cheque, is lost or destroyed, its holder 
is the person so entitled at the time of such loss or destruction. 


9. “ Holder in due course'' means any person who for cons’der- 

tion became the possessor of a promis- 
sory note, bill of exchange, or cheque 
if payable to bearer, 


Holder in due course**’ 


or the payee or indorsee thereof, if p'^yable to, or to the order 
of a payee, 

before the amount mentioned in it became payable, and without 
having sulEcient cause to believe that any defect existed in the title 
of the person horn whom he derived his title. 


10. “Payment in due course ” means pa}'ment in accordance ^ 
, „ with the apparent tenor of the instrument * 

■> Payment m due crs..- Without neglise»ce 10 

any person in possession thereof under circumstances which do not 
afford a reasonable ground for believing that he is not entitled to 
receive payment of the amount therein mentioned. 


11. A promissory note, bill of exchange, or cheque, drawn or 

Inland in..,nn..nt. ““e in British India, and mde w* 

in, or drawn upon any person lesioeu 

in British India, shall be deemed to be an inland instrument. 

12. Any such instrument, not so drawn, made, or made 

payable, shall be deemed to be a forei,gn 


Foreign instrument. 


instrument. 


13. A “ negotiable instrument ” means a promissory ! 

» M • » 0^ exchange, or cheque, expressed 

Negotiable instrument." ^ specified person or his order, 

or to the order of a specified person or to the bearer thereof; or o 
specified person or the bearer thereof. 

14. When a promissory not'e, bill of exchange, or j, 

transferred to any person, so as to 
" Negotiation." pgj-son the holder thereof, tn 

instrument is said to be negotiated. 
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Indorsement. 


15 . When the maker or holder of a negotiable instrument 

signs the same otherwise than as such 
maker, for the purpose of negotiation, on 
the back or face thereof, or on a slip of paper annexed thereto, or so 
•signs for the same purpose a stamped paper intended to be completed 
as a negotiable instrument, he is said to indorse the same, and is 
called the “ indorser.” 


and 


16 . If the indorser signs his name only, the indorsement' is 
Indorsement “ in blank ” Said to be “ in blank,’ and if he adds a 

direclion to pay the amount mentioned in 
the instrument to, or to the order of, a specified person, the indorse- 
ment is said to be “ in full •” and the 
person so spec fied is called the “ in- 
dorsee” of the instrument. 


Indorsee.” 


17 . Where an instrument may be construed either as a 

. , . . promissory note or bill of exchange, the 

• Ambiguous mstruments. ^g 

•either, and the instrument shall be thenceforward treated accordingly. 


18 . If the amount undertaken or ordered to be paid is stated 
'.Where amount is stated differently in figures and in words, the 
differently in figures and amount Stated in words shall be the 

amount undertaken or ordered to be 
paid. 

1 9. A promissory note or bill of exchange, in which no time 
Instruments payable on fcT payment is specified, and a cheque, 

demand. are payable on demand. 

20 . Where one person signs and delivers to another a paper 
, Inchoate stamped instru- Stamped in accordance with the law 

relating to negotiable iustruments then in 
force in British India, and either wholly blank or having written 
thereon-an incomplete negotiable instrument, he thereby gives prima- 
Jacte authority to the holder thereof to make or complete, as the case 
^y be, upon it a negotiable instrument, for any amount specified 
thera'n, and not exceeding the amount covered by the stamp. The 
person so signing shall be liable upon such instrument, in the 
^padty in whtch he signed the same, to any holder Jn due course 
for such amount : Provided th^t no person other than a holder in 
due c»uise shall recover from the person delivering the instrument 

anything in excess of the amount intended by him to be paid there- 
under. ^ . 
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21. In a promissory note or bill of exchange the expressions 
“At sight.” ‘‘ at sight " and “ on presentment mean 

AfJ demand. The expression “after 

_ sight " means, in a promissory note, after 
presentment for sight, and, in a bill of exchange, after acceptance, 
or noting for non-acceptance, or protest for non-acceptance. 


“ Maturity.” 7'^® maturity of a promissory 

note or bill of exchange is the date at 
which it falls due. 


Every promissory note or bill of exchange which is not expressed 

to be payable on demand, at sight, or OB’ 
presentment, is at maturity on the third 
day after the day on which it is expressed to be payable. 


Days of grace, 


23. In calculating the date at which a promissory note or bill 
Calculating maturity of exchange, made payable a stated 
bill or note payable so many number of months after date or alter 
inonihs after date or sight. Sight, or after a Certain event, is at 
maturity, the period stated shall be held to terminate on the day of 
the montli which corresponds with the day on which the instrument 
is dated or presented for acceptance or sight, or noted for non- 
acceptance, or protested for non-acceptance, or the event happens, or, 
where the instrument is a bill of e.Kchange made payable a stated, 
number of months after sight, and has been accepted for honour, 
with the day on which it was so accepted. If the month in which 
the period would terminate has no corresponding day, the period, 
shall be held to terminate on the last day of such month. 


Illusirations, 

(a,) h negotiable instrument, dated 29th January 1878, is niade 
payable at one month after date. The instrument is at maturity on ® 
third day after the 28th February 1878. 

(b,) A negotiable instrument, dated 30th August 1878, is uiade 
payable three months after date. The instrument is at maturity on «• 
3rd December 1878. 

(c,) A promissory note or bill of exchange, dated 31st 
is made payable three months after date. The iustrument is a m 
on the 3rd December 1878. 

24. In calculating the date at whic, 

^ , I . bill of exchange 

Calculating maturity of u r 

bill or note payable so many nuiuber of day^ 
days after date or sight, or after a certain 


h a promissory note or 
made payable a ce^o 
I after date or after signV 
event, is at maturity, tne 
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day of the date, or of presentment for acceptance or sight, or of 
protest for non-acceptance, or on which the event happens, shall be 
excluded. 

25. When the day on which a promissory note or bill of ex- 
When day of maturity is a change is at maturity is a public holiday, 
holiday. the instrument shall be deemed to be 

due on the next preceding business-day. 

Explanation . — The expression “public holiday includes 
Sundays : New Year’s day, Christmas-day : if either of such days 
fall on a Sunday, the next following Monday : Good Friday ; and 
any other day declared by the Local Government, by notification in. 
the official Gazette, to be a public holiday. 


CHAPTER III. 


Pasties to Notes, Bills, and Cheques. 

26. Every person capable of contracting, according to the 
Capacity to make, &c., Hw to which he is Subject, may bind 
promissory notes, &c. himself and be bound by the making, 

drawing, acceptance, indorsement, delivery, and negotiation of a 
promissory note, bill of exchange, or cheque. 

A minor may draw, indorse, deliver, and negotiate such instru- 

ments so as to bind all parties except 
himself. 


Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to empower 
a corporation to make, indorse, or accept such instrument 
except in cases in which, under the law for the time being in force, they 
are so empowered. 

27. Every person capable of binding himself or of being bound, 
^ as mentioned in section 26, may so bind 

himself or be bound by a duly authorized 
agent acting in his name. 

A general authority to transact business, and to receive and dis- 
charge debts, does not confer upon, an agent the power of accepting or 
indorsing bills of exchange so as to bind his principal. 

An authority to draw bills of exchange dees not of itself import 
an authority to indorse. . ' , 
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28. An agent who signs his name to a promissory note, bill of 
Liability of Agent signing, exchange, Or cheque, without indicating 


thereon that he signs as agent, or that he 
does not intend thereby to incur personal responsibility, is liable per- 
sonally on the instrument, except to those who induced him to sign 
•upon the belief that the principal only would be held liable. 

29. A legal representative of a deceased person, who signs his 
Liability of legal represen- name to a promissory note, bill of ex- 

tative signing. change, Of cheque, is liable personally 

ihereon, unless he expressly limits his liability to the extent of the 
assests received by him as such. 

30. The drawer of a bill of exchange or cheque is bound, in 

- - , , , case of dishonour by the drawee or accept- 

la 1 1 y 0 rawer. thereof, to compensate the holder, pro- 

vided due notice of dishonour has been given to, or received by, the 
drawer as hereinafter provided. 

31. The drawee of a cheque having sufficient funds of the 
Liability of drawee of drawer in his hands properly applicable 

cheque. to the payment of such cheque must pay 

the cheque when duly required so to do, and, in default of such pay- 
ment, must compensate the drawer for any loss or damage caused by 
such default. ' ^ 

32. In the absence of a contract to the contrary, the maker o 

- Liability of maker of note ^ promissoiy note and the acceptor 
^nd acceptor of bill. before maturity of a bill of exchange are 

bound to pay the amount thereof at maturity according to the apparent 
tenor of the note or acceptance respectively, and the acceptor of a bil 
of exchange at or after maturity is bound to pay the amount thereo 
to the holder on demand. 

In default of such payment as aforesaid, such maker or acceptor 
is bound to compensate any party to the note or bill for any loss 
damage sustained by him and caused by such default. ' 

S3. No person except the drawee of a bill of exchange, or all 

Only drawee can be accep- O'* Some of Several drawees, 01 a p 
tor except in need or for named therein as a drawee IS case 0 ^ 

honour. or an acceptor for honour, can bind nim- 

self by an acceptance. 

34. Where there are several drawees of a bill of 

• , , ore not nartners, each of them can ac p 

Acceptance by several are nut pauucia, „„„ _f .v,em can 

•drawees not partners. It for himself, but none 0 

accept it for another without his authority. 
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35. In the absence of a contract to the contrary, whoever in- 

dorses and delivers a negotiable instru* 
Liability of indorser. before maturity without, in such 

indorsement, expressly excluding or making conditional his own- 
liability, is bound thereby to every subsequent holder, in case of 
dishonour by the drawee, acceptor, or maker, to compensate such 
holder for any loss or damage caused to him by such dishonour,, 
provided due notice of dishonour has been given to, or received by 
’ such indorser as hereinafter provided. 

Every indorser after dishonour is liable as upon an instrument 
payable on demand. 

36. Every prior party to a negotiable instrument is liable thereon 
Liability of prior parties to ^ a holder in due course until the ins- 

holder in due course. trument is duly satisfied. 

37. The maker of a promissory note or cheque, the drawer of a . 
Maker, drawer, and ac- bill of exchange until acceptance, and 

ceptor principals. the acceptor, aie, in the absence of a con- 

tract to the contrary, respectively liable thereon as principal debtors, 
and the other parties thereto are liable thereon as sureties for the maker, 
drawer, or acceptor, as the case may be. 

38. As between the parties, so liable as sureties, each prior party 
Prior party a principal in Is, in the absence of a contract to the con- 

respect of each subsequent trary, also liable thereon as a principal 

debtor in respect of each subsequent party. 


Illustration. 


A draws a bill payable to his own order on B, who accepts. A after- 
wards indorses the bill to C C to D, and D to E. As between E and B, B 
is the principal debtor, and A, C, and D, are his sureties. As between E 
and A, A is the principal debtor, and C and D are his sureties. As between 
E and C, C is the principal debtor, and D is his surety. 


39. When the holder of an accepted bill of exchange enters inta 
c , , . any contract with ihe acceptor which, 

ure ys ip. under section 134 or 135 of the Indian 

Contract Act, 1872, would discharge the other parties, the holder 
may expressly reserve his right to charge the other parties, and in such 
case they are not discharged. 


40. Where the holder of a negotiable instrument, without the- 
. Discharge of indorser’s Consent of the indorser, destroys or impairs- 
liability. the indorser’s remedy against a prior 
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Illustration. 


• thp holder o£ a bill of exchange made payable to the order of B, 
which contains the following indorsements in blank : 


t First indorsement, “ B,” 

Second indorsement, “ Peter WiUiarns. 

Third indorsement, " Wright & Co., 

Fourth indorsement, John' Roza ctfikes out, without 

bill. , V -n -f exchange drawn in a fictitious name, 

‘ AccSnct Vbill drawn rSot ^a^ ^UCh 

Sgrabe made by te drawer, accepted, indorsed, 

• 43. A negotiable without 

4X°“»ithot.' d="ri ^oblfgata 

^**^^'^* a.' 'Rnt if anv such pai*ty has tran • such 

1""? S-S-SSi.gS 


have paiu tiiv. sucn iuaviuxxx>. 

person who became a p y who has induced an 

^ - ,<• IT No uarty to the instrument, same * 

.^^HiSSmUrwShe ta&to pay or perform m 
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■shall recover thereon an amount exceeding the value of the consider- 
ation (if any) which he has actually paid or performed. 

44. When the consideration for which a person signed a pro- 
Partiai absence or failure of missory note, bill of exchange, or cheque, 
money-consideration. consisted of money, and was originally 

absent in part, or has subsequently failed in part, tlie sum which a 
holder standing in immediate relation with such signer is enu'tled to 
receive from him is proportionally reduced. 

Explanation . — The drawer of a bill of exchange stands in im- 
mediate relation with the acceptor. The maker of a promissory 
note, bill of exchange, or cheque, stands in immediate relation with 
the payee, and the indorser with his indorsee. Other signers may by 
agreement stand in immediate relation with a holder. 

Illustration. 

A draws a bill on B for Rs. 500 payable to the order of A. B accepts 
the bill, but subsequently dishonours it by non-payment. A sues B on 
the bill. B proves that it was accepted for value as to Rs. 400, and as 
an accommodation to the plaintiff as to the residue. A can only recover 
Rs. 400. 

45. Where a part of the consideration for which a person signed 
Partial failure of considera- ^ promissory note, bill of exchange, or 
tion not consisting of money, cheque, though not consisting of money, 
is ascertainable in money without collateral enquiry, and there has 
been a failure of that part, the sum which a holder standing in im- 
mediate relation with such signer is entitled to receive from him is 
proportionally reduced. 

Where a bill of exchange has been lost before it is over- 
' Holder’s right to duplicate due, the person who was the holder of 
of lost bill. it may apply to the drawer to give him 

another bill of the same tenor, giving security to the drawer, if required, 
to indemnify him against all persons whatever in case the bill alleged 
tq have been lost shall be found again. 

If the drawer, on request as aforesaid, refuses to give such 
duplicate bill, he may be compelled to do so. 


* S. 4SA has been inserted by Act II. of 1885, s. 3. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

* 

Of Negotiation. 


4S. The makin 

Delivery. 


g, acceptance, or indorsement of a promissoiy 
note, bill of exchange, or cheque, is 
completed by delivery, actual or con- 
structive. 


As between parties standing in immediate rela^'on, delivery to 
be effectual must be made by the party making, accepting, or in- 
dorsing the instrument, or by a person authorized by him in hat 
behalf. 

As between such parties and any holder of the instrument other 
than a holder in due course, it may be shown that the instrument 
was delivered conditionally or for a special purpose only, and not for 
the purpose of transfering absolutely the property therein. 

A promissory note, bill of exchange, or cheque payable to bearer, 
is negotiable by the delivery thereof. 

A promissory note, bill of exchange, or cheque payable to 
order, is negotiable by the holder by indorsement and deliveiy 
thereof. 


47* Subject to the provisions of section 58 , a promissory note, 

bill of exchange, or cheque payable to 
ego la ion y e ivery. Nearer, is negotiable by delivery there- 
of. 


Excepiion , — A promissory note, bill of exchange, or cheque 
delivered on condition that it is not to take effect except in a certain 
event, is not negotiable (except in the hands of a holder for valuo 
without notice of the condition), unless such event happens. 


lUustraiians. 

(a.) A., the holder of a negotiable instrument payable to 
delivers it to B^s agent to keep for B. The instrument has beta 
gotiated. 

(h.) A> the holder of a negotiable instrument payable to hearer^ 
is in the hands of A's banker, who is at the time the banker of * 
the banker to transfer the instrument to B^s credit in the banke 3 
count with B; The banker does so, and accordingly now 
instrument as B’s agent. The instrument has been negotiated, 
become the holder of it. 
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48. Subject to the provisions of section 58, a promissory note. 
Negotiation by indorse- bill of exchange, or cheque pa>'able to 

meat. the Older of a specified person, or to a 

specified person or order, is negotiable by tlie holder by indorsement . 
and delivery thereof. 

49. The holder of a negotiable instrument indorsed in blank 
Conversion of indorsement may, without signing his own name, by 

in blank into indorsement in w'riting above the indorser’s signature a 

direction to pay to any other person as 
indorsee, convert the indorsement in blank into an indorsement in 
full; and the holder does not thereby incur the responsibility of an 
indorser. 


■ 50. The 

Effect of indorsement- 


indorsement of a negotiable instrument followed by 
delivery transfers to the indorsee the pro- 
pert}'' therein witli the rigiit of furtlrer 
negotiation ; but the indorsement may, by express words, restrict or 
exclude such right, or may merely constitute the indorsee an agent 
to indorse the instrument, or to receive its contents for the indorser, 
or for some other specified person. 


lllust rations* 


B signs the following indorsements on different negotiable instruments 
payable to bearer ; — 

(a.) “ Pay the contents to C only.” 

[b*) '‘Pay C for my use.*' 

(r.) “ Pay C or order for the account of B.** 

(c?.) “ The within must be credited to C.** 


These indorsements exclude the right of further negotiation by C. 
(e.) Pay C. ^ 

(/.) “Pay C value in account with the Oriental Bank.” 




** Pay the contents to C, being part of the consideration in a 
certain deed of assignment executed by C to the indorser and others.** 

These indorsements do not exclude the right of further negotia- 
tion by C. c. 6 


51. Every sole maker, drawer, payee, or indorsee, or all of 

Wha may negotiate. Or 

indorsees of a negotiable instrument, may, 

if the negotiability of such instruments has not been restricted or 
excluded as mentioned in section 50, indorse and negotiate the 
same. 
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Explanaiian, Nothing in this section enables a maker or 
drawer to indorse or negotiate an instrument, unless he is inlawful 
possession or is bolder thereof j or enables a payee or indorsee to 
indorse or negotiate as instrument unless he is holder thereof. 

A bill is drawn payable to A or order. A indorses it to B, the in- 
dorsement not containing the words “ or order’* or any eijuivalent words. 
B may negotiate the instrument. 

52. The indorser of a negotiable instrument may, by express 
Indorser who excludes his words ID the indorsement, exclude ’his 
own liability or makes it con- own liability thereon, or make such 

liability or the right of the indorsee to 
receive the amount due thereon depend upon the happening of a 
specified event, although such event may never happen. 

Where an indorser so excludes his liability, and afterwards 
becomes the holder of the instrument, all intermediate indorsers are 
liable to him. 

Illustrations^ 


(a) The indorser of a negotiable instrument signs his name, adding 
the words — 


** Without recourse.'' 

Upon this indorsement he incurs no liability. 

(6.) A is the payee and holder of a negotiable instrument. Excluding 
personal liability by an indorsement ** without recourse," he transfers the 
instrument to B, and B indorses it to C, who indorses it to A. A is not 
only reinstated in his former rights, but has the rights of an indorsee 
against B and C. 

53. A holder of a negotiable instrument, who derives title from 
Holder derivinff title from 0. holder in due course, has the o 
holder in due course. thereon of that holder in due course. 


54. Subject to the provisions hereinafter contained as to 

Instrument indorsed in cheques, a negotiable gj.gQ{ 

blank. in blank is payable to the bearer tne > 

even although originally payable to order. 

■ 55. If a negotiable instrument, after having been 

' .Conversion of indorsement blank is indorsed iu full, ^j^^Qj-ger w 
'in blank into indorsement in cannOt be claimed uOm tne inuu 

full. . full .except by- the person. to whom 

ieen indorsed in full, or by one who derives title through sucn p 
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56 No \yritiDg on a nego^able instrument is v’alid for the pur- 
. , * , c , of pose of negotiation if such writing purports 

to.'”' “ iransfe? only a part of the amount 

appearin'^ to be due on the instrument ; but, where such amount has 
been par°tly paid, a note to that effect may be indorsed on the instru- 
ment, whidi may then be negotiated for the balance. 


57 . The legal representative of a 
deceased person cannot negotiate, by 
not'by'dlK'onlyrnego: delivery Only, a promissoty note, biU 
tiate instrument indorsed by of exchange, or cheque payable to order, 
deceased. and indorsed by the deceased, but not 

delivered. 


58. When a negotiable instrument has been lost, or has been 
Instrument obtained by obtained from any maker, acceptor, or 

unlawful means or for un- holder thereof by means of an oBence or 
lawful consideration. fraud, or for an unlawful consideration, 

no possessor or indorsee who claims through the person who found or 
so obtained the instrument is entitled to receive the amount due thereon 
from such maker, acceptor, or holder, or from any party prior to such 
holder, unless such possessor or indorsee is, or some person through 
•whom he claims was, a holder thereof in due course. 

59, The holder of a negotiable instrument, who has acquired it 
Instrument acquired after after dishonour, whether by non-acceptance 

dishonour or when over-due, or non-payracnt With notice thereof, or 
after maturity, has only, as against the other parties, the rights thereon 
•of his transferor : 

Provided that any person who, in good faith and for consideration. 
Accommodation note or becomes the holder, after maturity, of a 
'bill. promissory note or bill of exchange made, 

drawn, or accepted wthout consideration, for the purpose of enabling 
^ some parly thereto to raise money thereon, may recover the amount of 
the note or bill from any prior party. 


Illusiraiioti* 

The acceptor of a bill of exchange, when he accepted it, deposited with 
the drawer certain goods as a collateral security for the payment of the bill, 
with power to the drawer to sell the goods and apply the proceeds in 
discharge of the bill if it were not paid at maturity. The bill not havin_g 
been paid at maturity, the drawer sold the goods and retained the proceeds, 
but indorsed the bill to A, A’s title is subject to the same objection 'as the 
drawer’s title. , • 
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60. A negotiable instrument may be negotiated (except by the 
Instrument negrotiabie tiji Or acceptor after maturity) 

. . , .. untjl .payment or satisfaction thereof by 

the maker, drawee, or acceptor at or 




payment or satisfaction. 

i J-iidKcr, orawee. or a. 

after maturity, but not after such payment or satisfaction. 


CHAPTER V. 

Of Presentment. 

61. A bill of exchange payable after sight must, if no time or 

Presentment for acceptance. specified therein for presentment, 

be presented to the drawee thereof tor 
acceptance, if he can, after reasonable search, be found, by a person 
entitled to demand acceptance, within a reasonable time after it is drawn, 
and in business-hours on a business-da 3 ^ In default of such present- 
ment, no party thereto is liable thereon to the person making such 
default. 

If the drawee cannot, after reasonable search, be found, the bill is- 
dishonoured. 

If the bill IS directed to the drawee at a particular place, it must 
be presented at that place ; and, if at the due date for presentment he 
cannot, after reasonable search, be found there, the bill is dishonoured. 

Where authorized by agreement or usage, a presentment through 
the post-office by means of a registered letter is sufficient'* 

62- A promissory note, payable at a certain period after sight, 
Presentment ot promissory must be presented lo the maker thereof 
note for sight. for gjgfjt ^f^gj. reasonable search, 

w found] by a person entitled to demand payment, witWn a reasonable 
time, after it is made and in business- hours on a business-day. 
default of such presentment, no party thereto is liable thereon to 
the person making such default 

63. The holder must, if so required by the drawee of a bill of 
^ Drawee’s time for delibera- exchange presented to him for acceptance, 
tion. ^ allow ffie drawee twenty-four hours (»' 

elusive of public holidays) to consider whether he vrill accept it 


* The last para, of s. 6i and the second para, of s. 64 have 
added by Act 11 . of 1885, s. 4. 
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' 64. Promissory notes, bills of exchange, and cheques, must beT 
„ , .c 4 . presented for payment < to the maker,’ 

acceptor, or drawee thereof, respectively, 
by or on behalf of the holder as hereinafter provided. In default of 
such presentment, the other parties thereto are not liable thereon to 
such holder. 


Where authorized by agreement or usage, a presentment through 
the post-office by means of a registered letter is sufficient."^ , 


Exception . — Where a promissory note is payable on demand, 
and is not payable at a specified place, no presentment is necessary in 
.order to charge the maker thereof. 


65. Presentment for payment must be made during the usual 

hours of business, and, if at a banker’s^* 
within banking hours. 


Hours for presentment. 


66 . A promissory note or bill of 
Presentment for payment exchange, made payable at a specified 
. 4 ate oflight! period after date or sight thereof, must be 

presented for payment at maturity. 

67. A promissory note payable by instalments must be presen- 

Presentment for payment payment on the third day after the 

of promissory note payable date fixed for payment of each instalment ; 
by instalments. and non-payment on such presentment 

has the same eSect as non-payment of a note at maturity. 

68 . A promissory note, bill of exchange, or cheque, made. 

Presentment for payment Of accepted payable at a Specified 

of instrument payable at place, and not elsewhere, must, in order to 
specified place, and not else- charge any party thereto, be presented for 
” payment at that place. 

69. A promissory note or bill of exchange made, drawn, or 
Instrument payable at accepted, payable at a specified place, 

specified place. must, in Order to charge the maker or 

drawer thereof, be presented for payment at that place. 

70. A promissory note or bill of exchange, not made payable 
Presentment where no ex- as mentioned in sections 68 and 69 , 

elusive place specified. must be presented for payment at the 


, * The last para, of s. 6i and the second para, of s. 64 have been added 

by Act II. of i88s, s. 4. ^ , 
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place of business (if any), or at the usual residence of the maker, 
drawee, or acceptor thereof, as the case may be. 

71. If the maker, drawee, or acceptor of a negotiable instra- 
Presentment when maker, no knOWn place of business or 

&c., has no known place of fixed residence, and no place is specified 
business or residence. in [{jg instrument for presentment for 

acceptance or payment, such presentment may be made to him in 
person wherever he can be found. 


72. “ Subject to the provisions of section 84 /’* a cheque must. 
Presentment of cheque to Order to charge the drawer, be 
charge drawer. presented at the bank upon which it is 

drawn before the relation between the drawer and his banker has 
been altered to the prejudice of the drawer. 

78. A cheque must, in order to charge any person except the 
Presentment of cheque to drawer, be presented wtlrin a neasonable 
charge any other person. time after delivery thereof by such person. 

74. Subject to the provisions of section 31 , a negotiable 
Presentment of Instrument instrument payable on demand must be 
payable on demand. presented for payment within a reason- 

able time after it is received by the holder. 


75. Presentment for acceptance or payment may be made to 

Presentment by or to the duly authorized agent of the dmwg,- 

agent, representative of maker. Or acceptor, as the case may u r 
deceased, or assignee of or, where the drawee, maker, or acceptor 

has died, to his legal representative, or, 
where he has been declared an insolvent, to his assignee. 

76. No presentment for payment is necessaiy, 

When presentment un- instrument is dishonoured at the due 

necessary. for presentment in any of theioJiow“<e 


presentment 


cases 


(a) if the maker, drawee, or acceptor, intentionally prevents 
the presentment of the instrument, or, ^ 

if the instrument being payable at his 

closes such place on a business-day during 
business-hours, or, 


* The words quoted have been added by the Negotiable Inst 
Act Amendment Act (VI. of 1897), s. 2. 
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J-. , , if the instrument being payable at some other specified place, 
neither he nor any person authorized to pay ,it attends 
at such place during the usual business-hours, or, 

if the instrument not being payable at any specified place, he 
cannot, after due search, be found ; ‘ , 

(d) as against any party sought to be charged therewith, if' he 
has engaged to pay notwithstanding non-presentment ; . 

(c) as against any party if, after maturity, with knowledge that 

the instrument has not been presented — 

he makes a part-payment on account of the amount due on 
the instrument, 

or promises to pay the amount due thereon in whole or in 
part, 

or otherwise waives his right to take advantage of any default 
, , in presentment for payment ; 

(d) as against the drawer, if the drawer could not suffer 

damage from the want of such presentment. ' 

77. When a bill of exchange, accepted payable at a specified 
Liability of banker for bank, has^been duly presented there for 
negligently dealing with bill payment and dishonoured, if the banker 
presented for payment. gg negligently or improperly keeps, deals 

with, or delivers back such bill as to cause loss to the holder, he 
must compensate the holder for such loss. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Of Payment and Interest. 

78. Subiect to the provisions of section 82, clause (c), payment 
To whom payment should of tbe amount due on a promissory note, 

be made. bill of exchange, or cheque, must, in 

order to discharge the maker or acceptor, be made to the holder of 
the instrument. 

79. When interest at a specified rate is expressly made payable 
Interest when rate sped- on a promissory note or bill of exchange, 

interest shall be calculated at the rate 
specified on the amount of the principal money due thereon from the 
date of the instrument, until tender or realization of such amount, or 
until such date after the institution of a suit to recover such amount 
as the Court directs. 
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80. When no rate of interest is specified in the instrument, 
spedfiS‘ interest^ on the amount due thereon shall, 

r>' M* T) j except in cases provided for by the Code 

or UIV31 Jr'rocedure, section 532 ,-* be calculated at the rate of six per 
centum per annum, from tlie date at which the same ought to have 
been paid by txie party charged, until tender or realization of the 
amount due thereon, or until such date after the institution of a suit 
to recover such amount as the Court directs. 


Exfilanation , — When the party charged is the indorser of an 
dishonoured by non-payment, he is liable to pay interest 
only^frcm the time that he receives notice of the dishonour. 

81. Any person liable to pay, and called upon by the holder 
Delivery of instrument on thereof to pay the amount due on a 
on payment, or indemnity in promissory note, bill of exchange, or 
case of loss. cheque, is before pa}Tnent, entitled to 

have' it shown, and is, on payment, entitled to have it delivered up to 
Wm, or, if the instrument is lost or cannot be produced, to be 
indemnified against any further claim thereon against him. 


CHAPTER VII. 

Of Discharge from Liabiuty on Notes, Bills, 

AND Cheques. 

82. The maker, acceptor, or indorser, respectively, of ^ 
Discharge from liability- negotiable instrument, is discharged from 

liability thereon — 

(fl) to a'holder thereof who cancels such acceptor’s or indorser s 
. name with intent to discharge him, mid 

" ’ to all parties claiming under sucfi holder, 

( 3 ) to a holder thereof who otherwise discharges such maker 


by release; 


acceptor, or indorser, and to all 
deriving title under such holder an 
notice of such discharge ; 

(tf) to all parties thereto, if the instrument is payable to bearer, 
. ^ or has been indorsed in blank, and sucn 

y paymen . maker, acceptor, or indorser, makes 

payment in due course of the amount due thereon. 


* See Act XIV. of 1882, s, 3. 
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'■ •83.. If the holder of a bill of exchange allows the. drawee 
'Discharge by allowing “0^6 than tweniy-four hours, exclu- 
.drawee more than twenty- sive of public .holidays, to consider 
four hours to accept. whether he wll accept the same, all 

- previous parties not consenting to 
-such allowance are thereby discharged from liabiliiy to such holder.- [ 

84.* (/) Where a cheque is not presented for payment within 
When cheque not duly pre- a reasonable time of its issue, and the 
seated and drawer damaged drawer Or person on whose account it IS 
thereby. drawn had the right, at the time when 

presentment ought to have been made, as between himself and the 
banker, to have the cheque paid, aud suffers actual damage through 
the delay, he is discharged to the extent of such damage, that is to say, 
to the extent to which such drawer or person is a creditor of the banker 
to a larger amount than he would have been if such cheque had been 
•paid. 


(3) In determining what is a reasonable time, rsgard shall be had 
to the nature of the instrument, the usage of trade and of bankers, and 
the facts of the particular case. 

(7) The holder of the cheque as to which such drawer or person 
is so discharged shall be a creditor, in lien of such drawer or person, 
of such banker to che extent of such discharge and entitled to recover 
the amount from him. 


lllusiraiions* 

(a.) A draws a cheque for Rs. i,ooo, and, when the cheque ought to be 
presented, has funds at the bank to meet it. The bank fails before the 
cheque is presented. The drawer is discharged, but the holder can prove 
against the bank for the amount of the cheque. 

(^0 A draws a cheque at Umballa on a bank in Calcutta. The bank 
fails before the cheque could be presented in ordinary course. A is not 
•^discharged, for he has not suffered actual damage through any delay in 
presenting the cheque. 


85. Where a cheque payable to order purports to be indorsed by 

Cheque payable to order. js 

discharged by payment in due course. 


Section 84 has been substituted for the original section by Act VI 
•of >897. s. 3. r. j . 
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(f) a statement that payment or acceptance or better security, 
as the case may be, has • been demanded of such 
person by the notary public ; the terms of his answer 
(if any}, or a statement that he gave no answer, or that 
he could not be found; 

-(a} when the note or bill has been dishonoured, the place 
and time of dishonour; and, when better security has 
been refused, the place and time of refusal; 

'(<») the subscription of the notary public making the protest; 


(y) in the event of an acceptance for honour, or of a pay- 
ment for honour, the name of the person by whom, 
of the person for whom, and the manner in which, 
such acceptance or payment was offered and ef- 
fected. 


A notary public may make the demaod mentioned in clause (c) 

■ of this section either in person or by his clerk, or, where authorized 

■ by agreement or usage, by registered letter.* 


102. When a promissory note or bill of exchange is required 

by law to be protested, notice of such 
o ice o pro es . protest must be given, instead of notice 

of dishonour, in the same manner and subject to the same conditions; 
but the notice may be given by the notary public who makes the 
protest. 


103. All bills of exchange drawn payable at some otlier place 
Protest for non-payment than the place mentioned as the residence 
after dishonour by non-ac- of the drawee, and which are dishonoureu 
ceptance. non-acceptance, may without further 

presentment to the drawee, be protested for non-payment, m the 
place specified lor payment, unless paid before or at maturity. 


104. Foreign bills of exchange must be protested .for dishonoux 
a ^ ^ c c • u-i, when such protest is required fay the law 

Protest of foreign bills. place where they are drawn. 

104 A. For the purposes of this Act, where a bill or '^titeis 

When noting equivalent to required to be protested within a 
protest. time, or before some further proceeding 

is taken, it is sufficient that the bill has been noted for protest e oje 
the expiration of the specified time or the taking of theprocee o> 

* This para has been' added by Act II. of 1885, s. $• 
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and the formal protest may be extended at any time thereafter as of 
the date of the noting.* 


CHAPIER X. 

Of ReasonjVble Tuts. 

105. In determining what is a reasonable time for presentment 

for acceptance or payment, for giving 
Reasonable time. notice of dishonour and for noting, regard 

shall be had to the nature of the instrument and the usual course ol 
dealing with respect to similar instruments; and, in calculating such 
time, public holidays shall be excluded. 

100 If the holder and the party to whom notice of dishonour 
. ... is o-iven carry on business or live (as the 

noSlTSshono'llr.” case may be) in different places such 

notice is given within a reasonable time it it is despatched by the ne^^t 
post, or on the day next after the day of dishonour. 

If the said parties carry on business or live in the same place, 
such notice is given within a reasonable time if it is despatched m 
time to reach its destination on the day next after the day of dis- 
honour. 

107 A party receiving notice of dishonour, who seeks to enforce 

o ui .• fnr his right against a prior party, transmits 

Reasonable time for trans- ^ i-u* « Ua. 

mitt.n- such notice. the notice Within a reasonable lime if he 

transmits it within the same time after its receipt as he would have 

had to give notice if he had been the holder. 


CHAPTER XI. 

Of Accepiance and Paviient for Honour and Reference 
IN Case of Need. 

108. When a bill of exchange has been noted or protested for 

non-acceptance, or for better security, any 
Acceptance for honour. persou, not being a party already liable 

thereon, may, with the consent of the holder, by writing on the bill, 
accept the same for the honour of any party thereto.']' 


* S. 104A has been inserted by Act II. of 18851 s, 6 . 
f The second sentence of this section has been repealed by Act of 

1885, 3.' 7, and has, therefore, been omitted. - 
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109. A. person desiring to accept for honour must, by writing 
How acceptance for on the bill under his hand, declare that he 

honour must be made. accepts Under protest the protested bill for 

the honour of the drawer, or of a particular indorser whom he names, 
or generally for honour.* 

110. Where the acceptance does not express for whose honour 
Acceptance not specifyin-j it is made, it shall be deemed to be made 

forwh.)se honour it is lua'de. for the honour of the drawer. 


111. An acceptor for honour binds himself to all parties 
Liability of acceptor for Subsequent to the party for whose honour 
honour. he accepts to pay the amount of the bill if 

the drawee do not : and such party and all prior parties are liable, in 
their respective capacities, to compensate the acceptor for honour for 
all loss or damage sustained by him in consequence of such acceptance. 


But an acceptor for honour is not liable to the holder of the bill 
unless it is presented or (in case the address given 'by such acceptor 
on the bill is a place other than the place where the bill is made payable) 
forwarded for presentment, not later than the day next after the day 
of its maturity. 


112. An acceptor for honour cannot be charged unless the bill 
When .icceptor for honour has, at its maturity, been presented to the 
may be charged. drawee for payment, and has been ois- 

honoured by him, and noted or protested for such dishonour, 

118. When a bill of exchange has been noted or protested for 
p . r t, non-payment, any person may pay “e 

Paym.„. f.r honour. the hoMur of any parly liable M 

pay the same, provided that the person so paying, “ or his agent m 
that behalf, ”t has preriously declared before a notary public the parj 
for whose honour he pays, ‘and that such declaration has been recor - 
ed by such notary public. 


114. Any person so paying is entitled to all the rights, in 

pect of the bill, of the holder at the time 

Right of payer for honour, payment, and may recover, from 

the party for whose honour he pays, all sums so paid wiA 
thereon, and with all expenses properly incurred in making 
payment. 


* As amended by Act II. of 1885, s, 8. 

t The words quoted have been inserted by Act II. of i 8 o 5 i 9 * 
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" 115 . Where a drawee in case of need is named in a bill of 
^ ^ exchange, or in any indorsement thereon. 

Drawee mease of need. dishonoured until it has 


been dishonoured by such drawee. 


Acceptance and payment 
without protest. 


116 . A drawee, in case of need, may 
accept and pay the bill of exchange with- 
, out previous protest. 


' CHAPTER XII. 


Of Cojipensation. 


' 117 . The compensation payable in case of dishonour of a pro- 

- R..I ^ o f.. • missory' note, bill of exchange, or cheque, 

-Kules as to compensation. , L i- ui . .u i u ^ 

by any party- liable to the holder or any 

indorsee, shall (except in cases provided for by the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure, section 532*) be determined by the followinr " ' 


ig rules 


(a) the holder is entitled to the amount due upon the instrument, 
together with the expenses properly incurred in presen- 
ting, noting, and protesting it ; 

(^) when the person charged resides at a place different from 
that at which the instrument was payable, the holder 
is entitled to receive such sum at the current rate of 
exchange between the two places ; 

(tf) an indorser, who, being liable, has paid the amount due on 
the same, is entitled to the amount, so paid, with interest, 
at six per centum per annum, from the date oi pay- 
ment until tender of realization thereof, together with 
all expenses caused by the dishonour and payment; 

(^0 when the person charged and such indorser reside at 
different places, the indorser is entitled to receive such 
sum at the current rale of exchange between the tsvo ■ 
places ; 

(fi) the party entitled to compensation may draw a bill upon ’ 
the party liable to compensate 'hirti, payable at sight 
or on demand, for the amount due to him, together with 
all expenses properly incurred by him. Such bill must 
be accompained by the instrument dishonoured and the 


* See Act XlV. of 1882, s^. 3. 

Act XXVI., 1881.— ‘ 
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protest thereof (if any). If such bill is dishonoured, 
the party dishonouring the same is liable to make com* 
pensation thereof in the same manner as )n the case of 
the original bill. 


CHAPTER XIIL 
Special Rules of Evidence, 


Presumption as to nego- 
liable instruments — 


H8, Until the contrary is proveA 
the following presumptions sh^ be 
made : — 


(a) that every negotiable instrument was made or drawn for con- 
<jf consideration ; sideration ; and that every such instrument, 

when it has been accepted, indorsed, 
negotiated, or transferred, was accepted, indorsed, negotiated, or 
transferred for consideration ; 

(3) that every negotiable instrument 
as to date; bearing a date was made or drawn on 

such date; 

(c) that every accepted bill of exchange was accepted within a 

as to time of acceptance ; reasonable time after its date, and before 

Its maturity ; 

as to time of transfer ; . ^^t every transfer of a negotiable 

instrument was made before its naatun^^; 


as to order of indorsements ; 


as to stamp; 


(e) that the indorsements appearing upon a negotiable instnuDeiit 

were made in the order In which they 
appear thereon ; 

(/) that a lostpromissoiy note, bill of 
exchange, or cheque, was duly stamped; 

(g) that the holder of a negotiable instrument is a holder in 
that holder is a holder in due course i Provided that, where ^ ^ 
due course. instrument has been obtained from us 

lawful owner, or from any person in lawful- custody thereof, by means or 
an offence or fraud, or has been obtained, from the maker or acceptor 
thereof, by means of an offence or fraud, or for unlawful consideracon, 
the burthen of proving that the holder is a holder in due course ues 
upon him. 

119. In a ispit upon an instrument which has been dishonom^i 
Presumption on proof of the Court shall, On proof of the pro^ 
protest. presume the fact of dishonour, unless a«v 

until such fact is disproved. 
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: - 120. No maker of a promissory note, and no drawer of a bill 
'■ Estoppel against -denying, of exchange or, cheque, and no acceptor 
original validity of instru- of a bill of exchange for the honour of. the 

drawer, shall, in a suit thereon by a holder 
in due course, be permitted to deny the validity of the instrument as 
originally made or drawn. 

121. No maker of a promissory note, and no acceptor of a bill 
Estoppel against denying ot exchange payable to, or to the order of 
capacity of payee to indorse, a specified person, shall, in a suit thereon 
by a holder in due course, be permitted to deny the payee’s capacity#, 
at the date of the note or bill, to indorse the same. 

122- No indorser of a negotiable instruinent shall, in a suit there- 
Estoppel against denying on by a subsequent holder, be permitted 
signature or capacity of prior to deny the signature or capacity to con- 

tract of any prior party to the instrument. 


CHAPTER XIV. 
Of Crossed Cheques. 


Cheque crossed generally. 


123. Where a cheque bears across its face an addition of the 

words “ and company ” or any abbrevia- 
tion thereof, between two parallel trans- 
verse lines, or of two parallel transverse lines simply, either with or 
without the words “ not negotiable,” that add;tion shall be deemed a. 
crossing, and the cheque shall be deemed to be crossed generally. 

12^. Where a cheque bears across its face an addition of the 
„ name of a banker, either with or without 
eque crosse specia y. words “ not negotiable,” that addition 

shah be deemed a crossing, and the cheque shall be deemed to be 
crossed specially, and to bejerossed to that banker. 


Crossing after issue. 


125. Where a cheque is uncrossed, 
the holder may cross it generally or 
specially. 


Where a cheque is crossed generally, the holder may cross it 
^ecially. o 


, Where a cheque is crossoed generally, . or specially, the holder 
may add the words “ not negotiable.” 
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Where a cheque is crossed specially, the banker to whom 
it is crossed may again cross it specially to another banker, ijhis 
agent, for collection. ' 

126. Where a cheque is crossed generally, the banker on whom 

■ Payment «i cheque creed it is dram Shall not pay it otheraise'lta 
g^encrally. tO S banker. 

Where a cheque is crossed specially, tlie banker on whom itgs 

drawn shall not pay it otherwise than to, 
Payment of cheque cross- banker to whom it is crossed, or his 

agent, for collection. 

127. Where a cheque is crossed specially to more than one 

- r » hnnker exceot when crossed to an agent- 

Payment of cheque cross* panKtjr, . p thp hanker 

ed specially more than once. for the purpOSO of collection, j 

on whom it is drawn shall refuse payment thereof. 

128. Where the banker, on whom a crossed cheque is drawn, 

_ . . f has naid the same in due course, the 

Payment in due course of uub paiu ond fin case 

crossed cheque. banker paying the 

such cheque has come to the hands of the payee) the draw . 

shall respectively be entitled to the same rights, andbepla 
same position in all respects, as they would to 

to, and placed in, if the amount of the cheque had been paid to, 

and received by the true owner thereof. 

129. Any banker paying ^ f 

Payment of crossed cheque than_ to a banker, banker to. 

out of due course. Specially Otherwise than to in , w , 

•whom the same is crossed, or his agent, for collection, eing ' 

shall be liable to the true owner of the cheque for any 
sustain owing to the cheque having been so paid. 

ISO. A person taking a cheque crossed generdly or speciaj^^^ 

Cheque bearing »nocne.o- bearing in 
tiable.” ^eso^’^'ble,’' sh.ail not have an 

be capable of giving, a better title to the cheque t 
person from whom he took it had. 

131. A banker, who has, in good faith, ami witho^^^^^^ 

Non-liability of banker receive o-enerally or specially th 

receiving payment of cheque, cheque C^SSed » « ^gf^Ctive, inCUf 

himself, shall not. in case the title to Reason only of having 

any liability to the true owner of the cheque by reason on y 

leceived such payment. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

‘ Of Bills in Sets. 

1 32. Bills of exchange may be drawn in parts, each part being 

Set of bills ■ numbered, and containing a provision that 

it shall continue payable only so longtas 
the others remain unpaid. All the parts togetlier make a set; but the 
whole set constitutes only one bill, and is extinguished when one of the 
parts, if a separate bill, would be extinguished. 

Exception . — When a person accepts or indorses diiBferent parts of 
the bill in favour of different persons, he and the subsequent indorsers 
of each part are liable on such part as if it were a separate bill. 

133. As between holders in due course of different parts of the 
Holder of first-acquired Same Set, he who first acquired title to his 

part entitled to all. part is entitled to the other parts and tire 

money represented by the bill. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

Of International Law. 

134. In the absence of a contract to tire cantrary, the liability of 
Law governing liability of the maker or drawer of a foreign prontis- 

maker, acceptor or indorser sory note, bill of exchange, or cheque,! is 
of foreign instrument. regulated in all essential matters by tlie 

law of the place where he made the instrument, and the respective 
liabilities of the acceptor and indorser by the law of the place where 
the instrument is made payable. 

Illustration* 

A bill of exchange was drawn by A in California, where the rate of 
interest is 25 per cent., and accepted by B, payable in Washington, where 
the rate of interest is 6 per cent. The bill is indorsed in British India, and 
is dishonoured. An action on the bill is brought against B in British India. 
He is liable to pay interest at the rate of 6 per cent, only ; but, if A is 
charged as drawer, A is liable to pay interest at the rate of 25 per cent. 

135. Where a promissory note, bill of exchange, or cheque, is 

. Law of place of payment payable in a different place froxn 

governs dishonour. that in which it is made or indorsed, the 

law of the place where it is made payable determines what constitntes 
dishonour, and what notice of dishonour is suflScient 
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Illuiifaiion* 

A bill of exchange drawn and indorsed in British India, but accepted 
payable in France, is dishonoured. The indorsee causes it to be protested 
for such dishonour, and gives notice thereof in accordance with the law of 
France, though not in accordance with the rules herein contained in respect 
of bills which are not foreign. The notice is sufficient. 


136. If a negotiable instrument is made, drawn, accepted, or 
Instrument made, &c., out indorsed out of British India, but in accor- 
o£ British India, but in accor- dance with the law of British India, the 
dance with its law. circumstance, that any agreement evi- 

denced by such instrument is invalid according to the law of the country 
wherein it was entered into, does not invalidate any subsequeut accept- 
ance or indorsement made thereon in British India. 


137. The law of any foreign country regarding promissory 
c Presumption as to foreign "Otes, bills of exchange, and cheques shall 
law. be presumed to be the same as that of 

British India, unless and until the contrary is proved. 


CHAPTER XVII.* 

Notaries Public. 

138. The Governor-General in Council may, from time to lime. 
Power to, appoint notaries by notification in the official Gazette, 

public. appoint any person, by name or by virtue 

of his office, to be a notary public under this Act, and to exercise his 
functions as such within any local area, and may, by like notifica- 
tion, remove^from office any notary public appointed under this Act. 

139. The Governor-General in Council may, from time to time. 

Power to make rules for by notification in the officiffi G^ette. ma e 

notaries public. rules consislent with this Act lor 

guidance and control of notaries public appointed under this Act, an 
may, by such rules (among other matters), fix the fees payable to sn 
notaries. 


SCPIEDULE. 

[Repealed 5y Ac/ XIL of i8gi, Sc/i. L] 


* Ch. XVII. has been inserted by Act II. of 1885, s. 10. 





ACT X. OF 1873.^ 

TI10 Indian Oaths Act, 1873 . 

modified up to March /poo.] 

Rsc&ived the G.-G.’s AssEXT Ctf THE Sth April 1873. 

An Act to consolidate the Law relating to Judicial OathSy 
and ior other purposes. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate the law relating to 
Preamble judicial oaths, affirmations, and de- 

clarations, and to repeal the law relat- 
ing to official oaths, affirmations, and declarations ,* It is hereby 
enacted as follows : — 


Short title. 


L — Prelimmarj, 

1 . This Act may be called “ The 
Indian Oaths Act, 1873 

It extends to the whole of British India, and, so far as regards 
r , . subjects of Her Majesty, to the territories 

Local extent. of Native Princes and States in alliance 

with Pier Majesty. 


* For the Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gasette of India, 
1873, Pt. V., p. 17 ; for Proceedings in Council, see ihid, 1873, Supplement, 
p. 889 ; ibid, 1873, Supplement, pp. 3, 233, 235 to 246, 281, 395. and 410 ; 
ibid, 1873, Extra Supplement, pp. i to 8. 

Act X. of 1873 has been declared in force in— 

(1) the Santhal Parganas by the Santhal Parganas Settlement Re- 

gulation (III. of 1872), s. 3, as amended by the Santhal 
Parganas Laws Regulation (III. of 1886) ; 

(2) the Arakan Hill District by the Arakan Hill District Laws Re- 

gulation (IX. of 1874), s. 3; 

(3) Upper Burma generally (except the Shan States) by the Upper 

Burma Laws Act (XX. of 1816), s, 6; 

(4 ) British Baluchistan by the British Baluchistan Laws Regulation 

(1. of 1890), s. 3. 

(5) Angul and the Khondmals (with an exception) by the Angul 

District Regulation (i, of 1894)1 s. 3. 

It has further been declared, by notification under s. 3 (a) of the 
Scheduled Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following 
Scheduled Districts, namely 

The District of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, and Pargana 
Dhalbhum, and the Kolhan in the District of Singbhum (the District of 

a.ooo— 30-9-12. X. '73— x. 
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rCow//i(f//f£'//j!'/;/.3 RipiitUd by Iht Repialing Act {XII, of 

iS>p6). 

2. {Rtpiai of tiMclmtnhI\ Rtpcalul by Hit liiptaling Act {XIR 

3. Nothing herein coniaincni applies to proceedings before 
Saving of certain oath'; and Coufis-martuI * or to oaths, affirmations, 

aifirwations. or declarations prescribed by any law 

which, under the provisions of the Indian Councils Act,f i86i, the 
Governor-General in Council has not power to repeal. 

II. — Authority to adniinhicr Oaths and Affirmations. 

4. The following Courts and persons are authorized to admi- 
Authority to administer tiisier, by tiiernselves^ cr by an officer 

oaths ami .aiHrimations. empowered by tiieiii in this belialt, oatns 

aiul affirmations in discharge of the duties, or in exercise of the 
powers, imposed or conferred upon them respectively by law : — 

(a) All Courts and persons having, by law or consent of 
parlies, authority to receive evidence: 

{b) The Commanding Officer of any military station occupied 
by troops in the service of Her Majesty : 

Provided — 

(/) that the oath or affirmation be administered within the 
limits of the station, and 

( 5 ) that the oath or affirmation be such as a Justice of the 
Peace is competent to administer in British India. 


District, separated in 1894)— See 
-See Gasette of Inctia, 1S76, Pt- 


Fori Si. 
Pt. I., 


Lohatdaga then included the Palmau 
Gaseiie of India, l88r, Pt. I., p. 504. 

The North-Western Provinces Tarai. 

P‘ ^ 

The Scheduled Districts in Ganjam and Vjzagapat^^i 
George Gaoette, 18981 Pt» I., p. 666, and Gazette of htdta, i 9 1 

It has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of 
Scheduled District of Coorg.— See Gazette of ludia 1876, ru p« 

* See the Indian Articles of War (Act V. of i8d9L the naa 
Volunteers Act {XX. of 1869), and thedndian Marine Act (A 
y Stat. 24 &I25 Viet,, c.l 67. 



oi 18730 


OATHS, 


3 


JJJ,— -Persons by whom Oaihs or A Urinations must be made. 

Oaths or affirmations to be Otiihs ai affixniations shall be 

made by— made by the following persons: — 

(a) all witnesses, that is to say, all persons who may lawfully 

be examined, or give, or be required to 

'VI , give, evidence by or before any Court or 

person having, by law or consent of parlies, authority to examine 
such persons, or to receive evidence; 

{b) interpreters of questions put'to, 
and evidence given by, witnesses ; and 

(c) jurors. 

Nothing herein contained shall render it lawful to administer 
in a criminal proceeding an oath or affirmation to the accused 
person, or necessary to administer to the official interpreter of any 
Court, after he has entered on the execution of the duties of his 
office, an oath or affirmation that he will faithfully discharge those 
duties. 

Affirmation by natives, or 6 . Where the witness, interpreter, 

by persons objecting to oaths, or juror is a Hindu or Muhammadan, 

or has an objection to making an oath, 

he shall, instead of making an oath, make an affirmation. 

In every other case, the witness, interpreter, or juror shall 
make an oath. 


interpreters; 

jurors. 


JV. — Forms of Oaths and Affirmations.. 

7. All oaths and affirmations made under section 5 shall be 
Forms of oaths and affir- administered according to such forms as 
mations. the High Court may, from tipae to time, 

prescribe,* 

• For forms prescribed in- 

Bombay,— see Bombay List of Local Rules and Orders, VoL I., Ed. 
1896, p. xxxii ; 

Burma, — see Burma Laws List, Ed. 1897, p. 47. 

Madras, — see Madras List of Local Rules and Orders, Vol, I., Ed 

1898, p. 25; 

N.-W. P. and Oudh, — see N.-W. P. and Oudh List of Local Rules 
and Orders, Ed. 1894, p. 42 j 

Central Provinces,— see Central Provinces List of Local Rules and 
Ordersj Ed, 1896 , p. 18, 
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forms now in uso. 


\_Explanaiion. Repealed by Act VI. of /tjoo.] 

8. If any party to, or 'on' S' or” Mlemn 

7 "" tirr'a"Sr'°pSS“rrcS 

or held binding by, person tir*#* nr decency, ^n^d not purportiHo 

belongs, and not repugnant to l^suceo^ .y 

to affect any third contained, tender such oath or 

standing anything hereinbefore containe , 

affirmation to him. 


irrtuui* ’'V 

8 . „ any party to any So:?h''orXn 

wiSfs^vhetLrte mentioned msecl'O^^^ 

..^ proposed W oppos,.. ™:‘„^,i,n=. In snoh 

oath or a«.- 

^‘0*^ • u 11 Ka r'cimnelled to attend 

Provided that no party or „f ansrrering such 

personally in Court solely for the purp 
question. 

10. If such party or witness '^^^aVproceed to ad- 

0. pa. i. 

- “S '’a =" S 

authorize him to take the ™dence of th- , 
afBrmed, and return it to the Court. 

11. The evidence SO o , 5e 
Evidence conclusive as e person who . proof 

.gainst person oSen.g to be said, be COnclu.tve P 

* of the matter stated. 


ot me iuau..z ..o.- 

12 . If the patty 7 rnSicrrrrS;-ig“”.,;'^i 

Procedure in case of re .j COmpeueO j-ature of the 

usal to make oath. sha 1 no ^jings, Ae nature 

Court shall record, as part ot tne p 


the 
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oath or aflBrmation proposed, the facts that he was asked whether 
be would make it, and that he refused it, together with any reason 
which he may assign for his refusal. 

K — M iscellansous. 

13. No omission to take any oath or make any affirmation, no 
Proceedings and evidence Substitution of any one for any other of 

not invalidated by omission them, and no irregularity whetever in the 
of oath or irregularity. form in which any one of them is admi- 

nistered shall invalidate any proceeding, or render inadmissible 
any evidence whatever, in or in respect of which such omission, 
substitution, or irregularity took place, or shall affect the obligation 
of a witness to state the truth. 

14. Every person giving evidence on any subject before any 
Persons giving evidence C OUrt Or person hereby authorized to ad- 

bound to state the truth. minister oaths aad affirmations shall be 
bound to state the truth on such subject.* 

15. The Indian Penal Code, sections 178 and 181 , shall be 
Amendment of Act XLV. of Construed as 11, after the word “ oath, ” 
i 860, sections 17S and 181. the words, “ or affirmation, ” were inser- 
ted. 


18. Subject to the provisions of sections ^ and 5 , no parson 

rxa: • t .c u ,• l j appointed to any office shall, before 
Official oaths abolished. f • „ ..u c j 

entering on the execution of the duties 

of his office, be required to make any oath, or to make or subscribe 

any affirmation or declaration whatever. 


SCHEDULE. 

[Repealed by the Repealing Act [Xll. of 


* Compare the Indian Penal Code (Act XLV. of tS6o), s. igi. 
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THE OFFICIAL TRUSTEES ACT, 1913. 
ACT NO. II. OF 1913. 

Passed by the Governor-General of India in Council. 
Received the G^-G.’s assent on the syth February xgts- 


Act to consolidate and amend the Raw constituting the office offi 

Official Irustee. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 
constituting the office of the Official Trustee ; It is hereby enacted- 
as follows 

PART 1 . 

Preliminary. 

Short title, extent and 1 - (/) This Act may be called the 

Commencement. Official Trustees Act, 1913* 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India, including British 
Balucnistan and the Sonthal Parganas, and applies also to all 
British and Indian subjects of His Majesty in the territories of 
Native States in India. 

(y) It shall come into force on such date as the Governor 
General in Council, by notification in the Gazette of India, may 
direct. 

' , ^ ^ , 2 . In this Act unless there is any- 

n erpre a ion c ause. thing repugnant in the subject or con- 

text, — 

(/) “ Government” means the Governor General in Council, 
so far as the Act relates to the Presidency of Bengal, and the Local 
Governments of Madras and Bombay, respectively, so far as the 
Act relates to those Presidencies : 

(2) “ High Court” means His Majesty’s High Courts of 
Judicature at Fort William in Bangal, Midras and Bombay, res- 
pectively, in the exercise of their original civil jurisdiction. 

(j) “ Official Gazette" means, in the case of the Presidency 
of Bengal, the Gazette of India, in the case of the Presidency 
Madras, the Fort St. George Gazette, and in the case of the 
-Presidency of Bombay, the Bombay Government Gazette ; 
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(4) ;• Prescribed means prescribed by rules under this Act : 

(i) («)‘‘‘ Presidency of Bengal” includes the territories for 
the ujne being under the - governinent of the Governor 
of Fort William in Bengal in Council, the United 
Provinces of Agra and Oudh, the Provinces of the- 
Punjab, Burma, Bihar and Orissa, the Central Pro- 
vinces, Assam, the North-West Frontier Province, the- 
Province of Delhi, Ajmer and Merwara, the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, and such of the territories of 
any Native State as the Governor General in Council 
may by notification in the Gazette of India direct, 

( 3 ) “ Presidency of Bombay” includes the territories for 
the time being under the Government of the Governor 
of Bombay in Council, the Province of British 
Baluchistan, and such of the territories of any Nativa 
State as the Governor-General in Council may fay 
notification in the Gazette of India direct, 

(c) “Presidency of Madras” includes the territories for the 
time being under the Government of the Governor of 
Fort St. George in Council, the Province of Coorg, 
and such of the territories of any Native State as the 
Governor General in Council may by notification in 
the Gazette of India direct. 

( 6 ) “ Presidency” means any of the Presidencies mentioned 
In clause (j). 

3. For the purposes of this Act the High Court at a Prc" 
Extent of jurisdiction of sidency-town shall have jurisdiction 
Bigh Courts. throughout the Presidency. 


PART II. 

The Office of Official Trustee. 

4. (/) In each of the Presidencies of Bengal, Madras and 

Officii Tccsecc. Govemmiit stall appotal 

an Official Trustee. 

(2) No person shall be appointed (0 the office of Official 
Trustee of any of the said Presidencies who is not — 

(a) a Barrister; or 


af 19x3.] OFUCIAI. TRUSnUtS ACT. 


s- 


(5) an Advocate, Attorney or Vakil enrolled by a High 
Court ; or 

(c) a person holding the office of Deputy Administrator 
General at the commencement of this Act. 

(j) The said Official Trustees shall be called respectively, 
the Official Trustee of Bengal, the Official Trustee of Madras and 
the Official Trustee of Bombay. 

5. The Government may appoint a Deputy or Deputies to 
Appointment and powers assisc the Official Trustee , and any 
o£ Deputy Official Trustee. Deputy SO appointed shall, subject to 
the control of the Government and the general or special orders 
of the Official Trustee, be competent to discharge any of the duties 
and exercise any of the powers of tue Official Trustee, and when 
discharging such duties or exercising such powers shall have the 
same privileges and be subject to the same liabilities as the Official 
Trustee. 


Q. The Official Trustee shall be a corporation sole by the 
' „ . , „ ^ , name ol the Official Trustee of the Pre- 

po?aSn Sef to per- sidency for which he is appointed and, 
petual succession and official as such Official Trustee, shall have per- 
seal, and to sue and be sued petual succession and an official seal, 

and may sue and be sued in his cor- 
porate name. 


in his corporate name. 


PART HI. 

Rights, Powers, Duties and Liabilities of Official Trustee. 

7 . (/) Subject to, and in accordance with, the provisions 
General powers and duties of this Act and the rules made there- 
of Official Trustee. Under, the Official Trustee may, if he 

•thinks fit, — 

(a) act as an ordinary trustee ; 

(^) be appointed trustee by a Court of competent juris- 
diction. , > 

( 2 ) Save as hereinafter expressly provided, the Official Trus- 
tee shall have the same powers, duties and liabilities and be 
entitled to the same rights and privileges and be subject to the 
game control and orders of the Court as any other trustee actino- 
n the same capacity. ' ' - “ 
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( 5 ) The Official Trustee may decline, either absolutlely or 
except on such conditions as he may impose, to accent anr 
trust. ^ 

(^) The Official Trustee shall not accept any trust under 
any composition or scheme of arrangement for the benefit of 
creditors, nor of any estate known or believed by him to be- 
insolvent. 

(5) The Official Trustee shall not, save as provided by any 

rules made under this Act, accept any trust for a religious purpose- 
or any trust which involves the management or carrying on of any 
business. ^ 

(6) The Official Trustee shall not administer the estate of a; 
deceased person, unless he is expressly appointed sole executor of, 
and sole trustee under, the will of such person. 

(7) The Official Trustee shall always be sole trustee, and it 
shall not be lawful to appoint the Official Trustee to be trustee 
along with any other person. 


S. (/) Any person intending to create a trust other than a? 

Official 'Trustee may with trust which the Official Trustee is *prO“ 
consent be appointed trustee hibited from accepting under the pro- 
of settlement by grantor. yjgjojjg q£ Jhjg ^^t sy by the ins- 

trument creating the trust and with the consent of the Oflficial 
Trustee, appoint him by that name or any other sufficient des- 
cription to be the trustee of the property subject to such trust : 

Provided that the consent of the Official Trustee shall be 
recited in the said instrument and that such instrument shall be- 
duly executed by the Official Trustee. 


( 2 ) Upon such appointment the property subject to the trust" 
shall vest in such Official Trustee, and shall be held by him upon 
the trusts declared in such instrument. 


9. When the Official Trustee has by that name or any 

Appointment of Official Sufficient description been 
Trustee as trustee by will. trustee under any Will, the exec 
the will of such testator or the administrator of bis estate s , 
after obtaining probate or letters of administration, '^bfy ‘V 
prescribed manner the contents of such will to such Omcia 
tee ; and, if such Official Trustee consents to accept the tr 
then upon the execution by such executor or administrator 
instrument in writing transferring the property subject to 
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to the Offictal Trustee, such property shall vest in such Official 
Trustee, and shall be held by him upon the trusts expressed in the 
said will : < 

Provided that the consent of the Official Trustee shall be recited 
in the said instrument and that such instrument shall be duly 
executed by the Official Trustee. 

10 . (r) If any property is subject to a trust other than a 
Power of High Court to ^tust which the Official Trustee is pro- 

appoint OfHcial Trustee to hibited from accepting under the pro- 
be trustee of property. visions of this Act, and there is no 

trustee within the l)cal limits of the ordinary or extraordinary 
original civil jurisdiction of the High Court willing or capable to 
act in the trust, the High Court may on application make an 
order for the appointment of the Official Trustee by that naine 
with his consent to be the trustee of such property. 

(2) Upon such order such property shall vest in the Official 
Trustee and shall be held by him upon the same trusts as the 
same was held previously to such order, and the previous trustee 
or trustees (if any) shall be exempt fiom liability as trustees of 
such property save in respect of acts done before the date of such 
order. 

(j) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect the 
provisions of the Trustees’ and Mortgagees’ Powers Act, i866,* 
or the Indian Trusts Act,f 1882. 

11 . (/) If any property is subject to a trust other than a trust 
Power of private trustees which the Official Trustee is prohibited 

to appoint official Trustee to from accepting under the provisions o£ 
be trustee of property. trustees or the sur- 

viving or continuing trustee or trustees and all persons beneficially 
interested in the trust are desirous that the Official Trustee shall 
be appointed in the room of such trustee or trustees, it shall be law- 
ful for such trustee or trustees, by an instrument in writing to 
appoint the Official Trustee by that name or any other sufficient 
description with his consent to be the trustee of such property ; 

f 

Provided that the consent of the Official Trustee shall be re- 
cited in the same instrument and that such instrument shall be duly 
executed by him. 


♦ Act XXVIII. of 1866. 


t Act II. of 1882. 
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( 2 ) Upon such appointment such property shall vest in the 
Official Trustee and shall be held by him upon the same trusts as 
the same ^^as held previously to such appointment, and the previ- 
ous trustee or trustees shall be exempt from all liability as trustees 
of such property save in respect of acts done before the date of 
such appointment. 

12. (/) If any infant or lunatic is entitled to any gift, legacy 

E:«ccutoror administrator ^ deceased 

may pay to Official Trustee persoD, It shall be lawful for the person 
legacy, share, etc., of infant by whom such gift is made, or executor 
or lunatic. pj. administrator by whom such legacy 

or share is payable or transferable, or any trustee of such gift , legacy 
or share, to transfer the same by an instrument in writing to the 
Official Trustee by that name or any other sufficient description 
with his consent ; 


Provided that the consent of the Official Trustee shall be re- 
cited in file said instrument and that such instrument shall be duly 
executed by the Official Trustee. 

(jj) Any money or property transferred to the Official Trustee 
under this section shall vest in him and shall be subject to the 
same provisions as are contained in this Act as to other property 
vested in such Official Trustee. 


Official Trustee not to be XS. (/) Nb Official Trustee shall 

required to give bond or se- be required by any Court to enter into 

any bond or security on his appointment 
in any capacity under this Act. 

(a) No Official Trustee or Deputy Official Trustee shall he re- 
quired to verify otherwise than by his signature any petition pre- 
sented by him under the provisions of this Act, arid if ihe fac 8 
staled in any such petition are not within the Official Trustees 
personal knowledge, the petition may be veiified and subsen e 
by any person competent to make the verification. 


that name m 


the 


Jiot 

trust. 


14. The entry of the Official Trustee by — 

Entry of Official Trustee books of a company shall 
)t to constitute notice of a notice of 3. trust } and a comp y 
wust. not be entitled to object ^ ^ 

name of the Official Trustee on its register by reason on y t a 
Official Trustee is a corporation ; and, in dealing with t 

fact that the person dealt with is the Official Trustee s 
itself constitute notice of a trust. 
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' 15 . (/) The revenues of the Government of India shall be- 

, _ ^ liable to make good all sums required 

Liability of Government. discharge any liability .which the 

OfiBcial Trustee, if he were a private trustee, would be personally 
liable 10 discharge, except when the liability is one to which neither 
the Official Trustee nor any of his officers has in any way contri- 
buted or which neither he nor any of his officers could by the 
exercise of reasonable diligence have averted, and in either of those 
cases the Official Trustee shall not, nor shall the revenues of the 
Government of India, be subject to any liability. 

{ 2 ) Nothing in sub-section (/) shall be deemed to render the 
revenues of the Government of India or any Official Trustee ap- 
pointed under this Act liable for anything done by or under the 
authority of any Official Trustee before the commencement of this 
Act. 

16 . Nothing in section 80 of the Code of Civil Procedure,*’ 
Notice of suit not required iQoS, shall apply to any suit against the 
in certain cases. Official Trustee in which no relief is 

claimed against him personally. 


PART IV. 

Fbss. 

17. (/) There shall be charged in respect of the duties of the 

Official Trustee such fees, whether by way 
of percentage or otherwise, as the Govern- 
ment may prescribe : 

Provided that in the case of a trust accepted by the Official 
Trustee before the commencement of this Act the fees prescribed 
under this section shall not exceed the fees leviable in respect of 
such trust under the Official Trustees Act,f 1864, as subsequently 
amended. 

(a) The fees under this section may be at different rates for dif- 
ferent properties or classes of properties or for different duties, and 
shall, so far as may be, be arranged so as to produce an amount 
sufficient to discharge the salaries and all other expenses incidental 
to the working of this Act (including such sum as Government may 


• Act V. of ipoS. 


t Act XVn. of 1864. 
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determine to be required to insure the revenues of the Government 
of India against loss under this Act.) 

18. (/) All expenses which might be retained or paid out|of 
Disposal of fees. the trust fund, if the Official Trustee 

were a private trustee, shall be so retained' 
or paid, and any fees leviable under this Act shall be retained or 
paid in like manner as and in addition to such expenses. 

(2) The Official Trustee shall transfer and pay to such autho* 
ity and in such manner and at sucii times as the Government may 
prescribe, all fees received by him under this Act, and the same- 
shall be carried toithe account and credit of the Government of India.- 


PART V. 


Audit. 


19. (r) The accounts of the Official Trustee shall be audited 

Auditors to be appointed ^t least once annually and at any Other 

time if the Government so direct by tae 
prescribed person and in the prescribed 


to examine OfBcial Trustee's 
accounts, etc., and to report 
to Government. 


manner. 


(5) The auditor shall examine such accounts, and shall forward 
to Government a statement thereof in the prescribed form, together 
with a report thereon and a certificate signed by him showing— 

(< 2 ) whether the accounts contain a full and true account 
of everything which ought to be contained therein, and 

( 3 ) whether the books, which by any rules made under this 
Act are directed to be kept by the Official Trustee, 
have been duly and regularly kept, and 

(c) whether the trust funds and securities have been duly- 
kept and invested and deposited In the manner pres- 
cribed by this Act or any rules made thereunder ; 
or (as the case may be) that such accounts are deficient, or that 
the Official Trustee has failed to comply with this Act or ths ru 
made thereunder, in such respects as may be specified m su 


certificate. 

Auditor's power to summon 
witnesses and to call for do- 
cuments. 


20. (/) Every auditor shall have 
the powers of a Civil Court under e 
Code of Civil Procedure,* 19^8, 


. * Act V. of 1908. 
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(a) to summon any person whose presence he may think; 
necessary to attend him from time to time, and i ' 

( 3 ) to examine any person, on oath to be by him • adminis-* 
tered, and 

(f) to issue a commission for the examination on interro- 
gatories or otherwise of any person, and 

(d) to summon any person to produce any document or 
thing, the production of which appears to be necessary 
for the purposes of such audit or examination. ’5 

(2) Any person who, when summoned, refuses, or without 
reasonable cause neglects to attend or to produce any document 
or thing or attends and refuses to be sworn, or to be examined,; 
shall be deemed to have committed an oSence within the meaning 
of, and punishable under, section i88 of the Indian Penal Code,^ 
and the auditor shall report every case of such refusal or neglect 
to Government. 

21 . The cost of and incidental to every such audit and' 
Costs of audit, etc., how examination shall be determined in 

paid. accordance with rules made by th&- 

Government and shall be defrayed in the prescribed manner. 

22 . Every beneficiary under a trust which is being adminis- 
Right of beneficiary to tered by the OflScial Trustee shall, sub-, 

inspection and copies of ject to such conditions and restrictions 
accounts. ^3 jjg prescribed, be entitled, at all 

reasonable times, to inspect the accounts of such trust, and the. 
report and certificate of the auditor and, on payment of the pre- 
scribed fee, to be furnished with copies thereof or extracts there- 
from and nothing in the Indian Trusts Act,t 1882, shall affect the 
provisions of this section. 


PART VI. 

Miscellaneous. 

23 . When any moneys payable to a beneficiary under i 
Transfer to Government of trust have been in the hands of anjr 
ac^^ujations in the hands Official Trustee for a period of twelve 

o ciaj Trustee. years 01 upwards whether before or after 

, 1 


* Act XLV. of i860. 


t Act II, of 1882. 
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tne commencement of this Act in consequence of the Official 
Trustee having been unable to trace the person entitled to receive 
the same, such moneys shall be transferred in the prescribjd 
manner to the account and crjedit of the Government of India; 

Provided that no such moneys shall be so transferred 
if any suit or proceeding is pending in respect thereof in any Court. 


24. (/) If any ciaim is made to any moneys so transferred 
Mode of proceeding by 2nd such claim is established to the 
claimant to recover money satisfaction of the prescribed authority, 
-so transferred. Government of India shall pay to 

the claimant the amount in respect of v^hich the claim is 
established 


If such claim is not established to the satisfaction of 
the prescribed aurhority, the claimant may, without prejudice to 
his right to take any other proceedings for the recovery of such 
moneys, apply by petition to the High Court against the 
Secretary of State for India in Council, and, after taking such 
evidence as it thinks fit, such Court shall make such order on 
the petition in regard to the payment of such moneys as ^it 
thinks fit, and such order shall be binding oii all parties to the 
proceedings. 

Cj) The Court may further direct by whom all or any part of 
the costs of such proceedings shall be paid. 


Power of High Court to 
ffinake orders in respect of 

f roperty vested in Official 
rustee. 


25. The High Court may make 
such orders as it thinks fit respecting 
any trust property vested in the Official 
Trustee, or the interest dr produce 
thereof. 


26. Any order under this Act may be made, on 

Who may apply for order pUcation of any person 
under Act. interested in any trust property or o-- 

any trustee thereof. 


Order of Court to have 
-effect of a decree. 


27. Any order made by a High 
Court under this Act shall have t 
same effect as -a decree. 


28. The Official I’rustee may, in addition to and not la 

General powers of adminis- derogation of by 

Oration. expenditure lawfully exerctseaDi'= / 


expe ^ . 

him, incur expenditure — 
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■ (fl) on such acts as may be necessary for the proper care- 
and management of any properly belonging to anjr 
trust administered by him ; and 

(5) with the sanction of the High Court on such religious, 
charitable and other objects and on sucij im- 
provements as may be reasonable and proper in the 
case of such property. 

Transfer of trust property 29> (r) Nothing in this Act shall 

by OfiBcial Trustee to original be deemed to prevent the transfer by 
trustee or any other trustee. j^e Official Trustee of any property 

vested in him to — 

(fl).the original trustee (if any); or 

(iJ) any other lawfully appointed trustee; or 

(c) any other person if the Court so directs. 

( 2 ) Upon such transfer such property shall vest in sucb- 
trustee, and shall be held by him upon the same trusts as tiiose 
upon which it was held prior to such transfer, and the Official 
Trustee shall be exempt from all liability as trustee of such pro- 
perty except in respect of acts done before such transfer; 

Provided that, in the case of any transfer under this section, 
the Official Trustee shall be entitled to retain out of the property 
any fees leviable in accordance with the provisions of this Act. 

30. (/) The Government shall make rules for carrying into 

effect the objects of this Act and for 
regulating the proceedings of ilie Of- 
ficial Trustee in the discharge of his duties. 

( 2 ) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing power, such rules may provide for — 

(a) the accounts to be kept by the Official Trustee and the 
audit and inspection thereof; 

(5) the safe custody, and deposit of the funds and securities 
which come into the hands of the Official Trustee ; 

(c) the remittance of sums of money In the hands of the 

, Official Trustee in cases in which such remittancet 

are required ; 

(d) the statements, schedules and other documents to bs 

submitted -by the Official Trustee to GovernmenS 
or to any other authority, and the publication 0 ^ 
such statements, schedules or other documents;. 
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^ (#) the realization of the cost of preparing any such state* 

- ments, schedules or other documents; 

(/) subject to the provisions of this Act, the fees to be 
paid thereunder and the collection and accounting 
for any fees so fixed ; 

(g) the manner in which and the person by whom the 
costs of and incidental to any audit under the 
provisions of this Act are to be determined and 
defrayed ; 

(A) the manner in which summonses issued under the 
provisions of section 20 are to be served and the 
payment of the expenses of any persons summoned 
or examined under the provisions of this Act and 
of any expenditure incidental to such examination; 

( 7 ) the acceptance by the Ofiicial Trustee of trust's for 
‘ religious purposes and trusts which involve the 

,, • management or carrying on of business ; and 

{J) any matter in this Act directed to be prescribed. 

(j) Rules made under the provisions of this section shall 
1)6 published in the ofiScial Gazette, and shall thereupon have effect 
■as if enacted in this Act. 

^ 31. (/) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions 

Division of Presidency into Of this Act, the Governor General in 
Provinces. Council may, by notification in the 

Gazette of India, — 

(a) remove any of the territories included in the Presidency 

of Bengal from such Presidency and constitute 
the same into provinces for the purposes of this 
• Act ; 

(b) direct that for the purposes of this Act any of the 

t* territories of any Native State in India shall be 

included in any Province so constituted ; and 

(c) appoint any person qualified in accordance with the 

provisions of sub-section ( 2 ) of section 4, ^ ? 

holds office under Government to be an 
Trustee for any such Province, to be called tne 
Official Trustee of the Province, 

*nd subject to the provisions of this section the following consc- 
querices shall thereupon ensue, namely : — 
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(*) the OfiScial Trustee of a Province shall by that name 
have the like rights, powers, privileges and liabilities, 
and perform the like duties in the Province as the 
Official Trustee of the Presidency within which 
such territories were included had and performed 
as Official Trustee therein, and shall be deemed to 
be his successor in office : 

(«') the powers and duties of the Government under this 
Act shall, as regards the Province, be exercised 
and discharged by the Governor-General in Council, 
or by such Local Government as the Governor- 
General in Council may, by notification in the 
Gazette of India, appoint in this behalf; and the 
Gazette of the Government exercising and dis- 
charging such powers and duties shall be the official 
Gazette of the Province for the purposes of this Act: 

{Hi) the powers and duties assigned by the foregoing 
provisions of this Act to the High Court shall be 
exercised and discharged in respect of such Pro- 
vince by such Court as the Governor-General in 
Council may, by notification in the Gazette of India, 
appoint in this behalf : 

{iv) in the foregoing provisions of this Act, the word 
“ Presidency” shall be deemed to Include a pro- 
vince ; and 

(v) generally, the provisions of the foregoing sections with 
respect to the High Court and the provisions of 
this Act and of any other enactment for the 
time being in force with respect to the Official 
f Trustee of a Presidency shall, in relation to a 

Province, be construed so far as may be to apply 
( to the Court and the Official Trustee respectively 

' appointed for the Province under this section. 

‘ (a) Any proceeding which was commenced before the publi- 

cation of the notification constituting the province and to or in 
which the Official Trustee of any Presidency within which any 
territories constituted into a Province are situate was a party or 
was otherwise concerned shall be continued as if the notification 
had not been published. 

(y) If by reason of the constitution of provinces for the 
purposes of this Act it appears to the Governor-General in 
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Council that any property vested in the Official Trustee of any 
Presidency should be vested in the Official Trustee of a Province, 
he may direct that the property shall be so vested, and thereupon 
it, shall vest in the Official Trustee of the Province as fully and 
effectually for the purposes of this Act as if it had originally been 
vested in him under this Act. 

( 4 ) If in accordance with the provisions of this section 
territories have been removed from the Presidency of Bengal 
and constituted a Province for the purposes of this Act, the 
Governor-General in Council may, by notification in the Gazette 
of India, direct that as regards the Presidency of Bengal excluding 
the territories so removed the powers and duties of the Govern- 
ment under the Act shall be exercised and discharged • by the 
Local Government of Bengal, and that the official Gazette shall 
be the Calcutta Gazette. 

( 5 ) Upon the rescission of a notification constituting a Pro- 
vince under sub-section (/), the territories comprised therein 
shall again form part of the Presidency within which they were 
originally included, the office of Official Trustee for the Province 
shall determine and all properties vested in and all proceedings 
by or against such Official Trustee pending at the date of the 
rescission shall vest in and be carried on by or against such 
Official Trustee or Official Trustees as the Governor-General in 
Council may direct. 

32. Nothing contained in this Act shall be deemed to affect 
Savina of provisions of the provisions of the Indian Registta 

Indian Registration Act, 1908. tion Act,* igoS. 

33. The enactments specified in the Schedule are hereby 

P , repealed to the extent specified i^ 

fourth column thereof: 

Provided that any property subject to a trust by or in 
pursuance of any such enactment vested in an/ 
Official Trustee at the commencement of this Act 
shall be deemed to be vested in the Official Irus 
under this Act to beheld by him upon 
trusts as those upon which such property was e 
before such commencement. 


) 




* Act XVI. of 1908. 
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THE SCHEDULE. 

' ENACmSilTS HEI'aALIB. 

\ 

(See sicU'oTi jj.) 


Year* 

No. 

Short title. 

i 

Extent of repeal. 

*»» 1 

xvn. ’ 

The Ofncial Trustees Act, j 
1864. ! 

So much as has oot 
already becd rcpcaJedL 

3 •*# ' 

i 

i 

\ 

\ 

ii. 

The Probate and Adminis- 
tration Act, 1850. 

So much of the title 
and preamble a'^ rcIa-» 
tea to the Official 
Trustees^ Act, 1864^ 
j and sections 1 to 8* 

i 

/ i 

j 

1 

1 

V. 

i 

The Adniini^trator^Gune* 
lal and Ofiicial Tiusltes 
Act, 1502, 1 

So far as it refers to the 
cffice of Official Trus- 
tee, or Deputy Official 
Trustee, 


TJic Cratteobtirgh L:iii-jo.b!i3£i\(ij; Press, 




ACT XXI. OF 1865.* 

The Parsi lutestate Succession Act, 1865.* 

Received the G.-G's assent on the ioxh April 1865.^ 

An Act to define and amend the Law relatmg to Intestate Succession 

among the Pdrsis. 

Whereas it is expedient to define and amend the law relating 

to intestate succession among the Pdrsis ; 
Preamble. jg enacted as follows : — 


* This short title has been given by the Indian Short Titles Act (XiV, 
of 1897). 

For Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill, which was passed 
into law as Act XX. of 1865, see Gazette of India 1865, p. 219; for pro- 
ceedings relating to the Bdl, see ibid supplement, pp. 68, 99, 113, 154. 

Act XXL of 1865 has been declared to be in force in the whole of 
British India, except as regards the Scheduled Districts, by the Laws Local 
Extent Act {XV. of 1874), s. 3. 

It has also been declared to be in force in the Arakan Hill District by 
the Arakan Hill District Laws Regulation (IX, of 1874), s, 3. 

It has been declared, by notification under s. 3 (rf) of the Scheduled 
Districis Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following Scheduled 
Districts : — 

(1) Sindh (see Gazette of India, Dec. 4, 1880, PL L, p, 672). 

(2) ;West Jalpaiguri (see Gazette of India ^ 1881, Pc. L. p. 74). 

(3) The Districts of Haz^ribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, and 

Pargana Dhalbhum and the Kolhdn in the District of Singh- 

bhum (see Gazette of India, 1881, Pt L, p. 504). 

(4) Kumaon and Garhwdl (see Gazette of India^ 1876, Pt. L, p. 

60s). 

(5) The Scheduled Portion of the Mirzapur District (see Gazette 

of India, 1879. Pt. L, p, 383), 

(6) Jaunsar Bawix (see Gazette of India, 1879, Pt. L, p, 382). 

(7) The Districts of Hazara, Peshawar^ Kohdt, Bannu, Dera Ismail 

Khdn, and Dera Ghazi Khan (see Gazette of India ^ 1886, 
Pt. L,p 48). 

(8) A j mere and Mervvara (see Gazette of India, 1878, PL L, p. 380). 

(91 The District of Silhat (see Gazette of India, 1879, Pt. I , p. 631). 

(10) The rest of Assam (except the North Lushai Hills) (see Ga^ 

zette of India, 1897, Pt. L, p, 299). / 

It has been declared, by notification under s. 3 (6) of the last-men- 
tioned Act, not to be in force in the Scheduled District of Lahaul (see 
Gazette of India, 1866, Pt. L, p. 301), 

It has been extended by notiheation under s. S of the same Act to 
the Scheduled District of the North-Western Provinces Tardi (see Gazette 
of India, 1S76, PL L, p. 50S). 

4,000.— xx -3-1907. 


XXL, 6s.~x. 
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1 . Where a Pirsi dies leaving a widow and children, the pro- 

Division of property among petty of which he sliall have died in- 
widow and /:hiidren of in- testate shall be divided among the widow 
testate. children, so that the share of each 

son shall be double the share of the widow, and that her share 
shall be double the share of each daughter. 

2. Where a female Parsi dies leaving a widower and children, 
Division of property among the property of which she shall have died 

widower and children of in- intestate shall be divided among the 
testate. widower and such children, so that his 

^ share shall be double the share of each of the children. 


3. Wheii a Parsi dies leaving children, but no widow, the 
Division of property property of which he shall have died 

amongst children of male intestate shall be divided amongst the 
intestate leaving no widow. children, SO that the share of each son 

shall lie four times the share of each daughter. 

4 . When a female Parsi dies leaving children, but no widow- 
Division amongst children er, the property of which she shall have 

of female intestate leaving died intestate shall be divided amongst 
no widower. children in equal shares. 

5 . If any child of a Parsi intestate shall have died in his or 
Division of predeceased ber lifetime, the widow or widower and 

child’s share among widow issue of such child shall take the share 
or widower and issue of such ^yoyld have taken 

’ if living at the intestate^s death in such 

manner as if such deceased child had died immediately after the 
intestate’s death. 

' 6. Where a Parsi dies leaving a widow or widower, but 
Divisionof property when in- Without leaving any lineal descendants, 
testate leaves widosv or widow- his Of her father and mother, if botii are 
er, but no lineal descend- living, or One of them if the Other IS 

dead, shall take one moiety of the pr^ 
perty as to which he or she shall have died intestate, and t e 
widow or widower shall take the other moiety. 

Where both the father and the mother of the intestate 
him or her, the father’s share shall be double the share o e 
mother. 

Where neither the father nor the mother of the intestate sur 
vives him or her, the inrestate’s relatives on the fathers si e, 

7 - ; 
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the order specified in the first schedule hereto anne.Ted, shall take 
the moiety which the father and the mother would have taken if 
they had survived the intestate. 

The next-of-kin standing first in the same schedule shall be 
preferred to those standing second, the second to the third, and 
so on in succession : Provided that the property shall be so dis- 
tributed as that each male shall take double the share of each 
female standing in the same degree of propinquity. 

If there be no relatives on the father’s side, the intestate’s 
widow or widower shall take me whole. 

7 . When a Parsi dies leaving neither lineal descendants nor 
Division of property when ^ widow or widower, his or her next-of- 

intestate leaves neither widow kin, in the Order set forth in the second 
nor widower nor lineal de- schedule hereto annexed, shall be enti- 
scen an s. succeed to the whole of the pro- 

perty as to which he or she shall have died intestate. 

The next-of-kin standing first in the same schedule shall al- 
ways be preferred to those standing second, the second to the 
third, and so on in succession : Provided that the property shall 
be so distributed as that each male shall take double the share of 
each female standing in the same decree of propinquity. 

8. The following portions of the Indian Succession Act, 1865, 
Exemption of Parsis from shall not apply to Parsis (that is to sa}’), 

(parts ot Indian Succession the whole of Part III,, the whole of 
Act, 1S65. lY., excepting section 25, the whole 

of Part V,, and section 43* 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 

(1) Brothers and sisters, and the children or lineal descendants 
of such of them as shall have predeceased the intestate. 

(2) Grandfather and grandmother. 

(3) Grandfather’s sons and daughters, and the lineal descendants 
of such of them as shall have predeceased the intestate. 

(4) Great-grandfather and great-grandmother. 

(5) Great-grandfather’s sons and daughters, and the lineal de» 
ascendants of such of them as shall have predeceased the intestate. 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE. 

(1) ILithcr .md mother. 

(2) Brothers and sisters, and the lineal descendants of such of 
them as shall h.ive predeceased the intestate. 

(3) Paternal grandfather .and paternal grandmother. 

(4) Children of the paternal grandfather, and the lineal descend- 
ants of such of them as shall have predeceased the intestate. 

(5) Paternrd grandfather’s father and mother, 

(6) Paternal grandfather’s father’s children, and the lineal de- 
scendants of such of them as shall have predeceased the intestate. 

(7) Brothers and sisters by the mother's side, and the lineal de- 
scendants of such of tiiem as shall have predeceased the intestate, 

(8) Maternal grandlather and maternal grandmother. 

(9) Children of the maternal grandfather, and the lineal de- 
scendants of such of them as shall have predeceased the intestate. 

(10) Son’s widow, if she have not remarried at or before the 
death of the intestate. 

(11) Brother’s widow, if she have not remarried at or before the 
death of the intestate. 

(12) Paternal grandfather’s son’s widow, if she have not remarri- 
ed at or before the death of the intestate. 

(13) Maternal grandfather’s son’s widow, if she have not remarri- 
ed at or before the death of the intestate. 

(14) Widowers of the intestate’s deceased daughters, if they have 
not remarried at or before the death of the intestate. 

(is) Maternal grandfather’s father and mother. 

(16) Children of the maternal grandfather's father, and thfr 
lineal descendants of such of them as shall have predeceased t 
intestate. 

(17) Paternal grandfather’s father and mother. 

(18) Children of the paternal grandfather's father, and the lineal 
descendants of such of them as shall have predeceased the intestat . 



ACT XV. OF iS6s. = 

Tii9 Parsi Slarriage and Divotsa Act, 188a, 

Received THE G.-G.'s Assent o.n the 7x11 April 1865. 

An A cl to dijine and amend ikc Law rdaiin^ to i^Iarna^s 
and Divorce among the Pants. 

Whereas ihe PAfsi community has represented the necessity 

ot defining and amending the law relat- 
ing to marriage and divorce among 


* I'or the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill which was 
passed into law as Act XV. ot ii-65, see Gazette of India, 1865, p. 99; for 
discussions on the Bill, see ibid, Supplement, pp. 44, lio and 113. 

x\ct XV. of 16,65 b'ti* been declared to be in force in the whole of Bri- 
tish India, e.xcept the Scheduled Districts, by the Laws Loc.il Kxtent Act 
{XV. of 1874), 3. 3. 

It has been declared, under s. 3 {a) of the Scheduled District.s Act 
{XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following Scheduled District:} : — 

Sindh — See Gazette of India, Dec* 4, 18S0, Pt* I ^ p. 672. 

Wist Jalpaiguri. — Sue Gazette of India, Mar* 5, iBSi* Pt* I., p* 74* 
’The Districts of Id^zaribagh, Lohardnga» and Manblnim, and Pargana 
Dhalbhum, and the Kaihan in the District of Singbhum — Sue Gazette of 
of India, Oct. 22, 1B81, Pt. L, p. 504. 

The scheduled portion of the ^lirzapur District* — See Gizuttc of India, 
May 31, 1879. Pt. I-. p. aSn- 

Jaunsar Bawar. — See Gazette of India, May 3tst 1S79, Pt. 1., p. 382. 

The Districts of Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dura Ismail Khan, 
and Dera Ghazi Khan — Sue Gazette of India, Jan. 30. i8ci6’, Pt. L, 
p. 48. 

The District of Sylhet, — See Gazette of India, Oct. 4, 1S79 Pt. I., 
1). 63r. 

The rest of Assam (except the North Lushai Hills). — See Gazette of 
India, 1897, Pt. I., p. 299. 

It has been extended, under the same Act, to the following Scheduled 
Districts : — 

Kuraaon and Garhwal.— Sec Gazette of India, , Dec., 4, 1876, Pt. I., 
p. 606. 

North- Western Provinces Tarai, — See Gazette of India, Sep. 23,, 
i876 Pt.,I.,p.,5os. 

British Baluchistan. — See Gazette of India, i8g8, Pt. IL, p. 327. 

It has been declared, under the same Act, not to be in force in the 
Scheduled District of Lahaul. — See Gazette of India, M.ay i, 18S6, Pc. f., 
P-301. • ■ 


27-9-1912 ,—2,000. 
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5 A. 1 4 maakiag;: and invoKCJi. 


[Act XV 


P-jf.'!*; And v.hcrcA^ it is v2|/': 
« ni ntmb'.c t'l li;c cu'U uii of 
tell »-v, : — 


Ji'-'in tint such lav.- 
tits: ^arJ comiuuniiy ; 


should bu made 
it is ctuctsd as 


L-^Ffi 'itnin try. 

1 7’ius Act m IV be cited as “The 
P.Usi Min.ag: and Divorce Act, 1805/' 


'fi u 




.•as:.! sr. 


, 2. In tiiis Act, unk'sS tt.cre he 

^omcun^>^: rcpu^^naai m u:c subj^jc: or 

context, — 

ni \ht singular number uiclude ttie plural, and v.ords 
in tiju plur,a{ number include the sin* 
gu!.\f ; 


•" pries: nieatis a Parsi priest, and 
istchtsie.-' Da,slur ami .Mcbed : 


’-inarr >40“ 

“ Marn^/c. ' 

l-.uui " 4 *• '.Vjje 

wile : 


MUeana .a m.nrr..ige between Parsis, v.heihsr 
coiUi.Kttd betofe or after the c:o- 
meiiCemsiu ol this Act ami “iius- 
resj ectiveiy me.aii a Ibitsi husband and a Fatst 


Sreti fi," 


“ aeciion " mentis a section of wts 

Act t 


4 « 


Chief J«Uicc,** 


Cour^^* 


'* Chief Justice includes Senior 
Judge: 

“ Court " means a Court constitu- 
ted under this Act : 


“ British India 

“ Bfithh India." 
cap. 106, entitled “ 


“ means the territories which are or shall be 
Vested in Iler I^Iajesiy or Her succes- 
sors by the Statute 2i and 22 Viet., 
An Act for the better government of India; 


And in any part of British India in which this Act opewt^®» 

‘‘Local Government” means the per- 
L«al ,„,horfe«d .0 administer exeenttse 

government in such part of India, or the chief executive oflice 
of such part when it is under the immediate administration of the 
Governor-General of India in Council, and when such officer^ha 


^ * ‘•W* V.* w*. JkCtUliA »•» — 

be authorized to e.xercise the powers vested by this Act in a 
Government ; and 
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High Court means the highest 
High ContU^ ^ Civil Court of appeal in such part. 

//. — Of Marriages between Par sis. 

3. No marriage contracted after the commencement of 
Requisites to validity of Act shall be Valid, if the con- 

Parsi marriages. trading parties are related to each 

other in any of the degrees of consanguinity or affinity prohibited 
among Parsis, and set fonh in a table which the Governor-Gene- 
ral of India in Council shall, after due enquiry, publish in the 
Gazette of India, and unless such marriage shall be solernnized 
according to the Parsi form or ceremony called ‘‘ Asirvad” by a 
Parsi priest in the presence of two Parsi witnesses independently* 
of such officiating priest; and unless, in the case of any Parsi who 
shall not have completed the age of twenty-one years, the con- 


The following Table was published in the Gazette of India, Sep. 9, 
1865, pp. 981, 982 


Table. 


A vtan shall not marry his — 


1. Paternal grandfather's mother, 

2. Paternal grandmother's mother. 

3. Maternal grandfather's mother. 

4. Maternal grandmother's mother. 

5. Paternal grandmother. 

6. Paternal grandfather's wife. 

7. Maternal grandmother* 

8. Maternal grandfather's wife. 

9. Mother or step-mother. 

so. Father's sister or step-sister. 

IS. Mother's sister or step-sister. 

12. Sister or step-sister. 

23, Brother's daughter or step-bro-- 
ther's daughter, or any direct 
lineal descendant of a brother 
_ or step-brother. 

24 - Sister's daughter or step-sister's 
daughter, or any direct lineal 
descendant of a sister or step- 
sister. 

15* Daughter or step-daughter, or 
any direct lineal descendant 
of either. 

•26t Son's daughter or step-sqn's 
daughter, or any' direct lineal 
descendant of a son or step- 
son. 


17. Wife of son or of step-son, or of 

any direct lineal descendant 
of a son or step-son. 

18. Wife of daughter's son, or of 

step-daughter's son, or of any 
direct lineal descendant of a 
daughter or step-daughter, 
ig. Mother of daughter's husband. 

20. Mother of son's wife. 

21. Mother or wife's paternal grand- 

father. 

22. Mother of wife's paternal grand- 
‘ mother. 

23. Mother of wife's maternal grand- 

father. 

24. Mother of wife's maternal grand- 

mother. . 

25. Wife's paternal grand-mother, 

26. Wife's maternal grand-mother. 

27. Wife's mother or stepmother, 

28. Wife's father's sister. 

29. Wife's mother's sister. 

3Q. Father's brother's wife. 

31. Mother's brothers wife. 

32. Brother's son's wife. 

33. Sister's son's wife. 
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SQatoE his or her father or guardian sHall have been previously giveii' 
£0 such marriage. ^ f 


TAUtB. 





A woman Mihail not marry her^ 


1. Patcrna! grandfather’s father* 

2. Paternal grandmother's father. 

3. Maternal grandfather’s father. 

4. Maternal grandmother's father. 

5. Paternal grandfather. 

6 * Paternal grandmother's husband. 

7. Maternal grandfather. 

8. Maternal grandmother's husband. 

9. Father for step-father. 

10. Father's brother or step-brother, 
jj. Mother's brother or step-brother, 

12. Brother or step-brother. 

13. Brother’s son or step- brother's 

son, or any direct lineal des- 
cendant of a brother or step- 
brother. 

14 . Sister’s son or step-sister’s son, 

or any direct lineal descendant 
of a sister or step-sister. 

15. Son or step-son, or any direct 

lineal descendant of either. 

16. Daughter's son or step-daughter’s 

son, or any direct lineal des- 
cendant of a daughter or step- 
daughter. 

17. Husband of daughter or of step- 

daughter, or of any direct 
lineal descendant of a daughter 
or step-daughter. 


18. Husband of son's daughter or of 

step’Son's daughter, or of any 
direct lineal descendant , of a- 
son or step-son. ^ , .. ;; y t / 

19. Father of daughter's husband.;.;^ 

20. Father of son's wife. - . 

a I, Father of husband's paterhal* 

grandfather, / * 

22. Fath^ of- husband's paternal 

grandmother. v!/ 

33, Father of husband’s matewal 

grandfather. 

24. Father of husband's, maternaf: 

grandmother. ^ - 

25. Husband's paternal grandfather*.. 

a6. Husband's material grandfitfier,. 

27. Husband's father or stepfath^'- ■ 

28. Brother of husband’s father, i ' ^ 

, , > 

29. Brother of husband’s niother. . .! 

30. Husband’s brother's. son, or his 

direct lineal descendant-^ 

31. Husband's sister's son, ;,oryh^ 

direct lineal descendant, 

32. Brother’s daughrer's husband, ■ j 


33. Sister’s daughter’s husband. , . ■ 


Note — In the above table the' words " 
jrother and sister of the whole as well as half blood. Relationship y . 


of,iS650 


PARSI MARRUGE AND DIVORCE. 


5 


4 . No Parsi shall, after the commencement of this Act, 
Re-marriage, save after' contract any marriage in the lifetime of 
divorce, unlawful during life- his or her wife or husband, except after 
•time of first wife or husband, jjjg or her lawful divorce from such wife 

or husband by sentence of a Court as hereinafter poovided : 

and every marriage contracted contrary to the provisions of 
this section shall be void. 


5 . Every Parsi who shall, after the commencement of this Act, 
, , . and during the lifetime of his or her wife 

Punishment o igamy. j^ug^^nd, contract any marriage with- 

out having been lawfully divorced from such wife or husband, shall 
be subject to the penalties provided in sections 494 and 495 of the 
Indian Penal Cod'e^*^ for the offence of marrying again during the 
lifetime of a husband or wife. 


6. Every niarriage contracted after the commencement of this 
Certificate 'and registry of Act shall, immediately on the solemniza- 
Imarriages. ^ tion thereof, be certified by the officiating 

priest in the form contained in the schedule to this Act. 

The certificate shall be signed by the said priest, the contract- 
ing parties, or their fathers or guardians when they shall not have 
completed the age of twenty-one years, and two witnesses present at 
the marriage ; and the said priest shall thereupon send such certi- 
ficate, together with a fee of two rupees to be paid by the husband, 
to the registrar of the place at which such marriage is solemnized. 

The registrar, on receipt of the certificate and fee, shall enter the 
certificate in a register to be kept by him for that purpose, and shall 
•be entitled to retain the fee. 


. . ^ ^ ^ 7. For the purposes of this Act a 

Appointment of registrar. registrar shall be appointed. . . t 

Within the local limits of the ordinary original civil jurisdiction 
of a High Court, the registrar shall be appointed by the Chief 
Justice of such Court ; and, without such limits, by the Local 
Government. 


'• ActXLV. of i860. • 

I In s. 7, the words, “ who may be the Registrar appointed under Act 
XVI. of 1864 (to provide for the registration of assura^ices),’’ 

Act XIV. of 1870, have here been omitted. 
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‘ Every registrar so appointed, may be removed by the Chief 
Justice or Local Government* appointing him. 

8. The register of marriages mentioned in section 6 shall, at 
Marriage-register to be aH, reasonable times, be open for ins- 
open for public inspection. pection ; and certified extracts therefrom 
shall, on application, be given by the registrar on payment to him 
by the applicant of two rupees for each such extract. 

Every such registrar shall be evidence of the truth of the state- 
ments therein contained. 


SAf Every registrar, except the registrar appointed by the 
rj, . . , ,.c j Chief Justice of the High Court of 

Judicalire at Bombay, shall, a. such 
riage-register to Registrar- intervals as the (jovernor-taenerai IH 
General of Births, Deaths, Council from time to time directs, send 
and Marriages. jRegistrar-General of Births, Deaths, 

and Marriages for the territories administered by the Local Govern- 
ment by which he was appointed, a true copy, certified by him m 
such form as the Governor-General from time to time prescribes, o 
all certificates entered by him in the said register of marriages since 

the last of such intervals. 

/ 

9. Any priest knowingly and wilfully solemnizing any marriage 

Penalty for solemnizing contrary to, arid in violation of, Section 4/ 

marriage contrary to section shall, on conviction thereot, 06 pun ^ 

4* with simple imprisonment for a 

which may extend to six months, or with fine which may exten 
two hundred rupees, or with both. 

10. Any priest neglecting to comply with any of the 

Penalty for priest’s neglect affecting him contained in Jqj 

of requirements of section 6. on COnviction thereof, be punis ^ 
every such offence with simple imprisonment for a term wnic 
extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to one 
dred rupees, or with both. 


* Registrars of Assurances in certain towns in the p-nyinces 

have beeiT appointed Registrars of Parsi Marriages, see en 
List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1896, p. 14. _ j gurma 

For Registrars of Parsi Marriages appointed m Burma, see 

Rules Manual Ed. 1897, p. 24. Marriages Reg'S' 

t S. 8A has been inserted by the Births, Deaths, and 

tration Act (VI. of 1886), s. 31. 
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11. Every other person required by- section 6 to subscribe or 
Penalty for omitting to attest the said certificate, who shall wil- 

subscribe and attest certi- fully OIDlt 01 neglect SO tO do, shall, On 

conviction thereof, be punished for every 
such offence with a fine not exceeding one hundred rupees.- 

12. Every person making or signing or attesting any such cer- 
Penalty for making, &c., tificate Containing a statement which is 

false certificate. false, and which he either knows or believes 

to be false, or does not know to be true, shall be deemed to be guilty 
of ihe offence of forgery as defined in the Indian Penal Code,"* and 
shall be liable, on conviction thereof, to the penalties provided in sec- 
tion 466 of the said Code.* 

13. Any registrar failing to enter the said certificate pursuant 
Penalty for not registering fo Section 6 shall be punished with simple 

certificate. imprisonment for a term which may ex- 

tend to one year, or with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees, or with both. 

14. Any person secreting, destroying, or dishonestly or 
Penalty for secreting, des- fraudulently altering the said register in 

troying, or altering register, any part thereof, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description as defined in the Indian Penal 
Code* for a term which may extend to two years, or, if he be a 
registrar, for a teim which may extend to five yeais, and shall also 
be liable to fine which may extend to five hundred rupees. 

JI /, — Oj Par si Mairimonial Courts. 

15. For the purposes of hearing suits under this Act, a special 
Constitution of special Courtf shall be constituted in each of 

Courts under Act. the presidency- towns of Calcutta, Madras, 

and Bombay, and in such other places in the teniiories of the 
several Local Governments as such Governments respectively shall 
think fit. 


16. The Court so constituted in each of the presidency-towns 
Pasri Chief Matrimonial shall be entitled the Parsi Chief Matri- 
Courts. monial Court of Calcutta, Madras, or 

Bombay, as the case may be. • 


* Act XLV. of i860. . ' , , 

+ For notification constituting the Parsi Chief Matrimonial Court of 
Bombay, see Bombay List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed, 1896, p. 27. 
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The IocaI limits of the jurisdiction of a Parsi Chief Matri- 
motiiai Court shall be CDriterminous with the local limits of the 
ordinary original civil jurisdiction of the High Court. 

^ The Chief Justice of the High Court, or such other Judge of 
'hji Chief Justice shall from time to time appoint, 
iliall b; tile Judge of sucii IMatrimonial Court ; and, in the trial of 
cases under mis .Vet, lie shall be aided by eleven delegates. 

E''’'vry Court so constituted at a place other than a presi- 
iCrsi D.atrict Matriinonial denc}'-to\vn shall be entitled the Parsi 


Cuuits. 


District 

place.* ** 


Matrimonial Court of such 


Subject to the provisions contained in the next following sec- 
tion, the local limiis of the jurisdiction of such Court shall be con- 
terminous wuh the limits of the district in which it is held. 

The Judge of the urincipal Court of original civil jurisdiction 
at such [il.ice shall be the Judge of such Matrimonial Court; and, 
ill the trial of cases under this Act, he shall be aided by seven 
delegates. 

18. The Local Government may from time to thme alter the 
Power to alter territorial local limits of the jurisdiction of any 

jurisdiction of District Courts. Parsi District Matrimonial Court, and 
may include within such limits any number of districts under its 
government.! 

19. Any district, which the Local Government, on account of 

Certain districts within the fewness of the Pars! inhabitants, Shall 

jurisdiction of Chief Matri- deem it inexpedient to include within the 
inonia outt. jurisdiction of any District Matrinionial 

Court, shall be included within the jurisdiction of the Parsi Chief 
Matrimonial Court for the territories under such Local Government 
where there is such Court.;i: 


* For notification constituting District Courts in Surat, Puna and m 
Sind, see ibid, . . t ,u 

t For notification fi.xing the local limits of the jurisdiction ? 

Courts constituted at Puna and at Surat under s. 17, see Bombay Lis 0 

Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1S96, p. 27. . , 

j: Under this power the settlement of Aden and its dependencies 
been included within tlie jurisdiction of the Parsi Chief Matrimonial uo 
of Bombay, see ibid, pp. 27 and 28. 
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20 . A seal shall be made for every Court constituted under 

this Act. and ail decrees and orders, and 
Court-seal. copies of decrees and orders of such 

Court, shall be sealed with such seal, which shall be kept in the 
custody of the presiding Judge. 

21 . The Local Governments shall, in the presidency-towns 

and districts subject to their respective 
Appointment of delegates, governments, respectively appoint per- 
sons to be delegates ta aid in the adjudication of cases arising 
under this Act. 

Tne persons so appointed shall be Pars is : their names shall 
be published in the official Gazette ; and their number shall, within 
tne local limits of the ordinary original civil jurisdiction of a High 
Court, be not more than thirty, and, in districts beyond such limits, 
not more than twenty. 

Power to appoint new de- 22 . The appointment of a delegate 

legates. shall be for life. 

But, whenever a delegate shall die, or be desirous of relinquish- 
ing his office, or refuse or become incapable or unfit to act, or be 
convicted of an offence under the Indian Penal Code* or other law 
for the time being in force, then and so often the Local Govern- 
ment may appoint any other person being a Farsi to be a delegate 
in his stead ; and the name of the person so appointed shall be 
published in the oflicial Gazette. 

23 . All delegates appointed under this Act shall be consider- 
Pelegates deemed public ed to be public servants within the mean- 

setvaois. ing of the Indian Penal Code.* 

24. Tne delegates selected under sections 16 and 17 to aid 

_ , r j , , in the adjudication of suits under this 

undS'^Sions ID ifd 17 Act shall be taken under the orders of 
from those appointed under the presiding Judge of the Court in due 
-section 21. rotation from the delegates appointed by 

the Local Government under section 2 1 . 

25 . All advocatesi vakils, and attorneys-at-law entitled to prac- 
Practitioners in Matrimo- tise in a High Court sh^l be entitled to 

nial Courts. practise in any of the Court constituted 

under this Act ; and all vakils entitled to practise in a District 


* Act XLV. of i 860. 
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court shall b. euti.lccl to practise In any District Matrimonial Court 
consiituicd under this Act. , . .u.\\ he brought in the 

26. All suits Umits of 'Vhore itmsdic- 

Court in -.viiich suit; to be defendant resides at the time o 

btouvtht. 

the instiunion ot the suit. .-.m . h-we lett Btitish India, 

When the deiendaus s.iali, be brought in the Court 

When ticiendant h.is Iclt where the plainuR an e 

Htitisb ‘ 

fcntiani It^t resided icgethcr. 

j p/ Of iilolrvnonid Suits 

a Dicru oj !fu\Uiy> ^ 

27. 11 a P.trri. at the Jj- f 

u'loSiir”'"" ;,ran<i'volri upon pmof tl»t thr 

her ss\ic or husband, b-i :d t of 

lunacy or habiiua unsoundne^ of 

marriage, and still conunucs • under this section if th 

Proviried that rro suit f have knotvn thatth. 

,:.'ratic or orLbitutlly ttn^ 2"tar,iage i 

sa. in any case in ''t"' nXroUes £ 

In case ot impotency. marriage may, at the 

party thereto, be declared .0 be null aud vo,d_ 

fbj For a Decree of Dissolution tu abse 

29 . IE a husband or wife '^^j^her^wife or husband for t 

In case o£ absence for rom years, and g°ns w! 

seven years. space ui a - ^ person’ 

been heard of as being ^1!'''%'!'.;^'” ‘^her had he or she been ^ 
would naturally have heard of at the instance o 

the marriage of such husband or w.te m y, 
party thereto, be dissolved. . . , o f,^ration. 

(e.) For nivorci or Jodmal tediisolv 

30. Any hdf 

On ground of wife’s adu - ^yjfg has, Sin 

thereof, been guilty of adultery ; 
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and any wife may sue that her marriage may be dissolved, and 
On ground of husband’s a divorce granted, on the ground that, 
adultery, Sic. since the Celebration thereof ,hcr hus- 

band has been guilty of adultery with a married, or for- 
nication with an unmarried, woman not being a prostitute, or of 
bigamy coupled with adultery, or of adultery coupled with cruelty;, 
or of adultery coupled with v/ilful desertion for two years or up- 
wards, or of rape, or of an unnatural offence : 

In every such suit for divorce on the ground of adultery, the 
plaintiff shall, unless the Court shall otherwise order, make the 
person with whom the adultery is alleged to have been committed 
a cc-defendant, and, in any such suit by the husband, the Court 
may order the adulterer to pay the whole or any part of the costs 
of the proceedings. 

31. If a husband treat his wife with such cruelty or personal 
Grounds of judicial separa- violence as to render it, in the judgment 

of the Court, improper to compel her 
to live with him, or if his conduct afford her reasonable grounds 
for apprehending danger to life or serious personal injury, or if a 
prostitute be openly brought into, or allowed to reraam in. the place 
of abode of a wife by her own husband, she shall be entitled to 
demand a judicial separation. 

32. In a suit for divorce or judicial separation under this Act, 
Suits for divorce or judicial if the Court be satisfied of the truth of 

separation. the allegations contained in the plaint, 

and 


that the offence therein set forth has not been condoned, and 

that the husband and wife are not colluding together, and 

that the plaintiff has not connived at, or been accessory to, the 
said offence, and 

that there has been no unnecessary or improper delay in in- 
stituting the suit, and 

that there is no other legal ground why relief should net be 
granted, 

then, and in such case, but not otherwise, the Court shall 
decree a divorce or judicial separation accordingly. 


33. In any suit under this Act for divorce or judicial separa 

tion, if the wife shall not have an inde- 
pendent income sufficient for her support 


1 Alimony pendente lite. 
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o?‘*tha° Wlioaita 

-durino- the suit si^^rh cnm ” ^usband to pay her, monthly or weekly 

net income « The °T““' «>« 

parlies, shall think reasonable oroumstances of th'e 

34. The Court may if it shall think 6t, on any decree for 
Permanent aHmony. ujvorce or judicial Separation, order that 

the Court frt tu 'c shall, to the satisfaction of 

Deriodica/ navmp ? Sross sura, or such monthly or 

as havini ^ exceeding her life, 

and the cnnE^f f property (if any), her husband's ability, 

Durnn.^ just, and for that 

neceqtiarv no^r- ^ proper instrument to be executed' by all 

-noh fn Jr ^ u ”m the pronouncing of its decree until 

^uch mstrument shall have been duly executed. 

u order shall not be obeyed by her husband » 

shall be liable to damages at her suit, and further to be sued by 
supplying her with necessaries during the time of such 
e lence, for the price or value of such necessaries. 

35. In all cases in which the Court shall make any decree or 
Payment of alimony to wife Order for alimony, it may direct the 

same to be paid either to the wife her- 
!n,i ‘0 be approved by the Court, 

'p^pose any terms or restrictions which to the Court may 
if fn and may, from time to time, appoint a new trustee, 

> r any reason, it shall appear to the Court expedient so to do. 

(<^.) ^ar ResiUutioii of Cotijugal Rights. 

36. Where a husband shall have deserted, or, without lawful 
• of con- cause, ceased to cohabit with, his wife, 

juga rig ts. Qj. ^yjjgj-g ^ gjj 2 ]j jjjjyg deserted, or, 

witnout lawful cause, ceased to cohabit with, her husband, the party 
50 deserted, or with whom cohabitation shall have so ceased, may 
fc*® . restitution of his or her conjugal rights, and the Court, 
if satisfied of the truth of the allegations contained in the plaint, and 
that there is no just ground why relief should not be granted, may 
proceed to decree such restitution of conjugal rights accordingly. 

If such decree shall not be obeyed by the party against whom 
t is passed, he or she shall bs liable to be punished with simple 
mprisenment for a term which may extend to one month, or with 
ine which may extend to two hundred rupees, or with both.* 


* See 9 Bom. 290. 
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37. Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, no suit 
V , V . shall be brought in any Court to enforce 

age or contract arising out of marricigc boiwecn P aisis, or any 

marriage ‘when husband un* contract connected with, 01 arising out 
der 16, or wife under 14, such marriage, if, at the date of 

the institution of the suit, the husband 
shall not have completed the age of sixteen years, or the wife shall 
not have completed the age of fourteen years. 


38. In every suit preferred under this Act, the case shall be 

„ , , , tried with closed doors should such be 

Suits with closed doors. • l c -.u t .u „ . 

the wish of either of the parties. 


39. [S/amps on plaints and petiiionsi\ Repealed Ly the Court 
Fees Act { VII. of 1870). 

40. The provisions of the Cede of Civil Procedure* shall, so 

Civil Procedure Code ap* the same may be applicable, apply 

plied. to suits instituted under this Act. 

41. In suits under this Act all questions of law and Procedure- 
Determination of questions shall be determined by the presiding 

of law, procedure, and fact. Judge ; but the decision on the facts 
shall be the decision of the majority of the delegates before whom 
the case is tried. 


42. An appeal shall lie to the High Court from the decision 
. r- . of any Court established under this Act, 

Appeal 10 High Coa.t. . ^ Matrimoiiihl Court or a 

District Matrimonial Court, on the ground of the decision being 
contrary to some law or usage having the force of law, or of a sub- 
stantial error or defect in the procedure or investigation of the , case 
which may have produced error or defect in the decision of the 
case upon the merits, and on no other ground ; 


Provided that such appeal be instituted within three calendar 
months after the decision appealed from shall have been pro- 
nounced. • " • 


43. When the time hereby limited for appealing against any 
Liberties to parties to decree dissolving a marriage shall have 
marry again. expired, and no appeal shall have been 

presented against such decree, or 


* See Act XIV. of 1882, s. 3. 
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when any such appe?.I shall have been dismissed, or 

when, in the result of any appeal, any marriage shall be de- 
clared to be dissolved, but not sooner, 

it shall be lawful for the respective parties thereto to marry 
again, as if the prior marriage had been dissolved by death. 

K — Of the Childrtn of ihe Parties. 

44. In any suit under this Act for obtaining a judicial separa- 
Custody of children pen^ ^'0^ o*' ^ decree of nullity of marriage, 
dente lite. or for dissolving a marriage, the Court 

may from time to time pass such interim orders, and make such 
provision in the final decree, as it may deem just and proper, with 
respect to the custody, maintenance, and education of the children 
under the age of sixteen years, the marriage of whose parents is the 
subject of such suit, 

and may, after the final decree, upon application by petition 
Orders as to custody of for this purpose, make from time to time 
children after final decree. all Such orders ' and provisions vvith re- 
spect to the custody, maintenance, and education of such children as 
might have been made by such final decree, or by interim orders, 
an case the suit for obtaining such decree were still pending. 

45. In any case in which the Court shall pronounce a decree 
Settlement of wife’e pro- of divorce or judicial separation for 
' perty for beneiifc of children, adultery of the wife, if it shall- be inade 
to appear to the Court that the wife is entitled to any property, either- 
in possession or reversion, the Court may order .such settlement as 
it shall think reasonable to be made of such property or any part 
thereof for the benefit of the children of the marriage or any of them. 

VI. — Of ihe Mode of enforcing Penalties under this Act. 

40. All offences under this Act may be tried ■ by any officer 
Cognizance of offences exercising the powers of a Magistrate, 
under Act. unless the period of imprisonment to 

which the offender is liable shall exceed that which such officer is 
competent to avvard under the law for the time being in force m 
the place in which he is employed. 

When the period of imprisonment provided by 
the period that may be awarded by such officer, the offender s 
be committed for trial before the Court of Session. 
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47 . If any offence, which by this Act is declared to be punish- 
Punishment of offences able with fine, or with fine and imprison- 
under Act committed within ment not exceeding six months, shall be 
local limits of High Court. committed by any person within the local 
limits of the ordinary original civil jurisdiction of the Pligh Court, 
such offence shall be punishable upon summary conviction by any ; 
Presidency I\Iagistrale'=" of the place at which such Court is held. 


48. All fines imposed under the authority of this Act may, in 

, , . , . case of non-payment thereof, be levied 

Levy offices by d, si, css. ofcnder's 

moveable property by warrant under the hand of the officer im- 
posing the fine. 


49. In case any such fine shall not be forthwith paid, such 
Procedure until return officer may order the offender to be 
made to distress-warrant. arrested and kept in safe custody until 
the return can be conveniently made to such warrant of distress, 
unless ihe offender shall give security to the satisfaction of such 
officer for his appearance at such place and time as shall be appoint- 
ed for the return of the warrant of distress. 


50. If, upon the return of the warrant, it shall appear that no 
Imprisonment if no suffi- Sufficient distress can be had whereon to 
cient distress. levy such fine, and the same shall not be 

forthwith paid, or 

in case it shall appear to the satisfaction of such officer, by the- 
confession of the offender or otherwise, that he has not sufficient 
moveable property whereupon such fine could be levied if a warrant 
of distress w'ere issued, 

any such officer may, by warrant under his hand, commit the 
offender to prison for any term not exceeding two calendar months 
when the amount of fine shall not exceed fifty rupees, and for any 
term not exceeding four calendar months when the amount shall 
not exceed one hundred rupees, and for any term not exceeding 
six calendar months in any other case, the commitment to be 
determinable in each of the cases aforesaid on payment of the amount 
of fine. 


, See Act V. of 1898, s. 3 (2), according to which the expression 
Presidency Magistrate ’’ has been substituted for the words "Magistrate 
of Police ’’ as originally enacted. 
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VI I. — Miscell aneous. 

51. Subject to the provisions contained or referred to in this- 
Rulescf procedure of Parsi Act the High Court shall make such rules 

Matrimonial Courts to be and regulations concerning the practice 
made by High Court. procedure of the Parsi Chief and 

District Matrimonial Courts in the Presidency or Government in 
which such High Court shall be established as it may from time 
to time consider expedient, and shall have full power from time to 
time to revoke or alter the same. 

All such rules, revocations, and alterations shall be published 
in, the official Gazette. 

52. The Governor-General of India in Council may invest 
Power to invest chief exe- the chief executive officer of any part of 

cutive officer with powers of British India under the immediate ad* 
Local Government. ministration of the Government of India 

with the powers vested by this Act in a Local Government. 

53. {Cofjimericemetit and extent oj Act.'} Repealed by the Repealing 
Act Xn. of iS>g6. 


SCHEDULE. 


{See sictmi 6.) 








ACT IV, OF 1893 :* 
The Partition Act, 1893, 


Passed by the Governor-General of India in Council. 
(^Received His Excellency s Assent on the gth March tSgji) 


, An Act to amend the Law relating to Partition. 

WherEiAS it is expedient to amend the law relating to partition j 
It is hereby enacted as follows : — 

Title, extent, commence- "Phis Act may be Called the 

ment, and saving. Partition Act, 1893 ; 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India ; and 

(j) It shall come into force at once : 

But nothing herein contained shall be deemed to affect any 
local law providing for the partition of immoveable property paying 
revenue to Government. 

2 . Whenever, in any suit for partition, in which, if instituted.. 

Power to Court to order pHor to the commencement of this Act;, 
sale instead of division in a decree for partition might have been' 
partition-suits. made, it appears to the Court that, by- 

reason of the nature of the property to which the suit relates, or of 
the number of the shareholders therein, or of any other special 
circumstance, a division of the property cannot reasonably or 
conveniently be made, and that a sale of the property and dis- 
tribution of the proceeds would be more beneficial for all the share- 


* For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gaseite of India, 1892, 
Ft. V., p. 46; for Report of the Select Committee, see ihid, 1893, Ft. V., p! 
S* ; for Proceedings in Council, see ihid, 1893, Ft. VI., pp. 38 and 49. 

Act IV. of 1893 has been declared in force in Upper Burma (except 
the Shan States) by the Burma Laws Act (XIII. of 1898). — See. Sch. I. and 
s. 4. 
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holders, the Court may, if it thinks fit, on the request of any of 
such shareholders interested individually or collectively to the extent 
of one moiety or upwards, direct a sale of the property, and a dis- 
tribution of the proceeds. 


3 . (/) If, in any case in which the Court is requested under 
Procedure when sharer un- the last-foregoing section to direct a sale, 
dertakes to buy. any other shareholder applies for leave 

to buy at a valuation the share or shares of the party or parties 
asking for sale, the Court shall order a valuation of the share or 
shares in such manner as it may think fit, and offer to sell the same 
to such shareholder at the price so ascertained, and may give all 
necessary and proper directions in that behalf. 


(2) If two or more shareholders severally apply for leave to 
buy as provided in sub-section (/), the Court shall order a sale of 
the share or shares to the shareholder who offers to pay ttie highest 
price above the valuation made by the Court. 


(j) If no such shareholder is willing to buy such share or 
shares at the price so ascertained, the applicant or applicants shall 
be liable to pay all costs of, or incident to, the application or appli- 
cations. 


4. (/) Where a share of a dwelling-house belonging to an 
Partition-suit by transferee undivided family has been transferred to 
of share in dwelling-house. a person who is DOt a member ot SUCtt 
family, and such transferee sues for partition, the Court shall, if any 
member of the family being a shareholder shall undertake to buy 
the share of such transferee, make a valuation of such share in such 
manner as it hinks fit, and direct the sale of such share to such 
shareholder, and may give all necessary and proper directions in 
that behalf. 


(2) If, in any case described in sub-section (/), two or more 
members of the family, being such shareholders, severally unde - 
take to buy such share, the Court shall follow the procedure pre 
cribed by sub-section (2} of the last-foregoing section. 


5 . In any suit for partition, a request for sale may be 

Representation of patties hn undertaking or app behalf 

- to buy may be given or made, on Duia» 


_ of patties 

under disability* 

of any party under aisaDiiiiy, oy any pcisuu a-...-;- — r 
behalf of such party in such suit; but the Court shall . 
to comply with any such request, undertaking, or app c 
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less it is of opinion that the sale or purchase will be for the benefit 
of the party under such disability. 

6. (/) Every sale under section 2 shall be subject to a re- 
Reserved bidding and bid- Served bidding, and the amount of such 
ding by shareholders. bidding shall be fixed by the Court in 

uch manner as it may think fit, and may be varied from time to 
time. 


(2) On any such sale, any of the shareholders shall be at liberty 
to bid at tne sale on such terms as to non-payment of deposit, or as 
to setting off, or accounting for, the purchase-money or any part 
thereof, instead of paying the same, as to the Court may seem 
reasonable. 

(5) If two or more persons, of whom one is a shareholder in 
the property, respectively, advance the same sum at any bidding at 
such sale, such bidding shall be deemed to be the bidding of the 
shareholder. 

7 . Save as hereinbefore provided, when any property is 
Procedure to be followed in directed to be sold under this A.ct, the 

case of sales. following procedure shall, as far as 

practicable, be adopted, namely — 

(a) if the property be sold under a decree or order of the 
High Court of Calcutta, Madras, or Bombay in the 
exercise of its original jurisdiction, or of the Court of 
the Recorder of Rangoon, the procedure of such 
Court in its original civil jurisdiction for the sale of 
property by the Registrar ; 

( 3 ) if the property be sold under a decree or order of any 
other Court, such procedure as the High Court may, 
from time to time, by rules prescribe in this behalf ; 
and, until such rules are made, the procedure pres- 
cribed in the Code of Civil Procedure* in respect of 
sales in execution of decrees. 

8. Any order for sale made by the Court under section 2, 3, 
Orders for sale to be 0^ 4 shall be deemed to be 

■deemed decrees. within the meaning of section 

Code of Civil Procedure* 
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ACT vn. OF 18 S 2 .* 

The PoTOs-of-Attoraey Act, 1882. 

Received the G.-G.’s Assent on the 24TH February 1882. 


An Act to amend the Law relating to Power s-of-Atiorriey. 

For the purpose of amending the law relating to Powers* 

of-Attorney; It is hereby enacted as 
follows ; — 

1 . This Act may be called “ The 
Powers-of- Attorney Act, 1882 

It applies to the whole of British 
India ; 

and it shall come into force on 
the first day of May 1882. 

2 . The donee of a power-of-attorney may, if he thinks fit. 
Execution under power-of- execute Or do any assurance, instrument, 

attorney. or thing in and with his own name and 

signature, and his own seal, where sealing is required, by the autho- 
rity of the donor of the power ; and every assurance, instrument, 
and thing so executed and done shall be as effectual in law as if it 
had been executed or done by the donee of the power in the name, 
and with the signature and seal, of the donor thereof. 

This section applies to powers-of-attorney created by instru- 
ments executed either before or after this Act comes into force. 

3 . Any person making or doing any payment or act in good 
Payment by attorney under .faith, in pursuance of a power-of-attor- 

Dower, without notice of death, nty, shall not be liable in respect or the 
&c., good. payment or act by reason that, before 


Preamble. 

Short title. 
Local extent. 
Commencement. 


* For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gazette of India^ i88r, 
Pt. V., p. 1473 j for Proceedings in Council, see ihid^ iS8t, Supplement^ 
p. X409 ; and ibid, 1882, Supplement, p. 204* 

Act VII. of 1882 has been declared in force in the Santhal Parganas 
by 3,3 of the Santhal Parganas Settlement Regulation (III of j 1872) as 
amended by the' Santhal 'Parganas Laws Regulation (III. of 1886). , 

2,000—24.10.1912, Act VII,, 1882. — 1, 
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the payment or act. the donor of the power had died or become 
lunatic, of unsound mind, or bankrupt or insolvent, or had revoked 
the power, if ti)c fact of death, lunacy, unsoundness of mind, bank* 
ruptcy, insolvency, or revocation, was not, at the time of the payment 
or act, known to the person making or doing the same. 

But this section shall not affect any right against the payee of 
any person interested in any money so paid ; and that person shall 
have the like remedy against tne payee as he would have had 
against the payer, if the payment had not been made by him. 

Tiiis section applies only to payments and acts made or done 
after tiiis Act c'mes into force. 

4. (a) An instrument creating a power*of*attorney. Us execution 
Deposit Uf <.rig:«ai instru- being Verified by afifida^t, statutory de- 
meats creating powers-of- claration, or Other Sufficient evidence, 
attorney. may, with the affidavit or declaration, if 

any, be deposited in the High Court within the local limits of whose 
jurisdiction the instrument may be. 

(d) A separate file of instruments so deposited shall be kept j 
and any person may search that file and inspect every instrument 
so deposited ; and a certified copy thereof shall be delivered out to 
him on request. 

(c) A copy of an instrument so deposited may be presented at 
the office, and may be stamped or marked as a certified copy, and, 
-when so stamped or marked, shall become and be a certified copy- 

{d) A certified copy of an instrument so deposited shall* 
without further proof, be sufficient evidence of the contents of the 
instrument, and of the deposit thereof in the High Court. 

((f) * The High Court may, from time to time, make rules for 
the purposes of this section, and prescribing, with the concurrence 
of the Local Government, the fees to be taken under clauses w, 
((&), and ((t). 

(/) ^Repealed by Aci VI. of /poo.] 

{g) This section applies to instruments creating powers-of- 
attorney executed either before or after this Act comes into fores. 

* For instance of rules made and fees prescribed under this clause, see 
Bombay List of Local Rules and Orders, Vol. I., Ed. 1890, p. loS- 
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5, A married woman, whether a minor or not, sh^l, by virtue 
r, " nffnrnpv of mar- of this Act, have power, as if she wera 
ricKman. unmarried and of full age, by a non- 

testamentary instrument, to appoint an attorney on her behalt. tor 
the Durpose of esecnting any non -testamentary instrument, or doing 
anv other act which she might herself execute or do ; and the pro- 
visions of this Act, relating to instruments creating powers-of-attorney 
shall apply thereto. 

This section applies only to instruments executed after this Act 
comes into force. 

6. [Ac/ XXVIII. of 1 886, s. 39, r£peal'J:\ Repealed by the 
Repealing and Amending Act (XII. of 1891). 


a 
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Sb:cTio:<s, 

No wriUcu ^Uicmcnt except in 
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25* Kctnrn o 5 document ailmUtcJ 
in evidence^ 
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Uli to defendant in ecrSaln 

ay. DcCfcc-hoUlcf to accompany 
ofuC’-r exccntin^r w Arrant. 
aS# Tnin\;*» aUached to immo’-cabfc 
propcftv and remove Able by 
tenax>t to be deemed moveable 
in execution. 

29. Di^chartre of jud|^mcnt-dcbtor 

on wUUCJcnt 5ecufUy. 

30. Court mv/t in certain c*ncs, 

'»u:jpcud execution of decree 

31. Kxccuiion of decree of Small 

Caunc Court by other Court'** 
Procedure when decree leans- 
fcrrcd. 

за. Minor*< xnay :>uc in certain c3:^c:> 
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33, Power to dclcjjatc non-judicial 
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35* I^ci*i:>lrar may execute ail de- 
crees with the same powers as 
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зб. Decrees and orders of Registrar 

to be subject to new trial as if 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Nkw Tkials a.s'u Avvhals. 

37. General finality of decrees and 

orders ot Small Cause Court, 

38. New (riui of contebted eases, 

39. Removal of certain causes into 

High Court* 

40. Rules with respect to suits re- 

moved under the last foregoing 
section. 


Shctioks, 

CHAPTER VII. 

Rkcovuhv o¥ Poo-SEssio.v 0? hi- 
wovg^atu PROi'Karr. 

41, Summons a^^ainst person occu- 
pying property without leave, 
4.J, Service of summons, 

43 Order for possession, 

AU Suen »>nicr tA justify bailitT en- 
tering on property, and giving 
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der or summons, 
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ease an act of trespass, 

47, Sliy of proceedings on occu- 
p mt giving security to bring 
suit against applicant. 

4S. Proceedings to be regulated by 
Codec: Civil Procedure, 

49, Recovery of po>session no bar 
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Saving of certain rents. 

5J, Appointment of bailiffs and 
appraisers, 

52. Security to be given by appoin- 
tees, 

53 * Application for distress-warrant. 
54, Issue of distress-warrant. 

51;. Time for distress. 
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57. Property which may be seized. 

58^ Impounding distress. 
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Sections, 

Notice of intended appraise- 
ment and sale. 

Copies of inventory and notice 
to be filed. 

60. Application to discharge or 

suspend warrant. 

61. Claim to goods distrained made 

by a stranger. 

62. Power to award compensation 

to debtor or claimant. 

63. Power to transfer to High 

Court cases involving more 
than one thousand rupees. 

-64. Appraisement. 

Notice of sale. 

65. Sale. 

Application of proceeds. 

66. Costs of distresses, 

67. Account of costs and proceeds. 

68. Bar of distresses except under 
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Penalty for making illegal dis- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

References to High Court. 

"69, Reference when compulsory. 
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whom contingent judgment 
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df no such security given, party 
to be deemed to have submit- 
ted to judgment. 


^ Fees and Costs, 
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1 72. Fees for processes. 

I 73‘ Repayment of half fees on settle- 
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Fees Act, 1870, saved. 
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Misconduct of Inferior Minis-^ 
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78. Power to fine officers. 

79. Default of bailiff or other officer 

in execution of order or war- 
rant. 

80. Extortion or default of officers. 

81. Court empowered to summon 

witnesses, etc. 

82. Enforcement of order. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Contempt of Court, 

83. Procedure of Court in certain 

cases of contempt. 

84. Record in such cases. 

85. Procedure where Court con- 

siders that case should not be 
dealt with under section 83, 

86. Discharge of offender on sub- 

mission or apology. 

87. Imprisonment or committal of 

person refusing to answer or 
produce document. 

88. Appeal from orders under sec- 

tions 83 and 87. 

CHAPTER XIII. 
Miscellaneous. 

SQ. Persons by whom process may 
be served. 

90. Registers and returns. 

91. Court to furnish records, etc., 

called for by local Govern- 
ment or High Court, 

92. Holidays and vacations. 

93. Certain persons exempt from 

arrest by Court. 

94. No suit to lie upon decree of 

Court. 

95. Place of imprisonments 


SacriON’s 

96. Tcniicr in auU for anything 

done uTidcr Act. 

97. Limiution of projecutionj. 
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ACT XV. OF 1882 : 

The Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, ISSS."^ 

RECEivEr) THE G.-G.'s Assent on the lyia March 1882. 

Aci to comolidate and amend the Law relating to the Courts of 
Small Causes established in the Fresidency-iowns, 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 
- p , , relating to the Courts of Small Causes 

established in the towns of Calcutta, 
TVTadras, and Bombay ; It is hereby enacted as follows : — 

CHAPTER I. 


Prelbiinary. 


1 . This Act may be called “ The Presidency Small Cause 

Courts Act, 1882:" and it shall come 
into force on the first day of July 
1882, 


Short title. 
Commencement. 


But nothing herein contained shall affect the provisions of the 
Army Act, t section 1 5 1, or the rights or liabilities of any person 
,tinder| any decree passed before that day. 


2 . On and from the said day, the enactments specified in the 
n , r . . First Schedule hereto annexed shall be 

epea o ena c mens- repealed to the extent mentioned therein. 

But all Courts constituted, appointments made, and securities 
.given, under any of the said enactments, shall, so far as may be, 
be deemed to have been respectively constituted, made, and 
under this Act. 


given 


* For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gazette of India, 1880, 
Ft. V., p. ^76 ; for first Report of the Select Committee, see ibid 1881, Pt. V., 
P‘38 i ; for further Report of the Select Committee, see ibid 1882, Pt. V., pr 
3 J tor Proceedings in Council see ifiW, Supplement, 1880, pp. 1394 and 
*433; ibid, 1882, Supplement, p. 304; and ibid, 1882, Extra Supplement, 
P* 43- 

I ^ 44Vict., c. 58. 

+ *0 3- I (second paragraph), the figures “ 1 881,” being repealed by 
.the Repealing and Amending Act (XII. of 1891), have here been omitted. 
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Ail references io ;U)y csractmcni hereby repealed, made in 
Uefcrcnccr, ii> {.tcvlaui Acts p;i!>-eti prior to the said day, shall, 

be read, so far ;i 3 may be practicable, 
as if made to tiws Act or tlie corresponding^ provisions thereof. 


3 . In Act No. XXUi. of iS^o ( /cr s/cunrsi^ (ht I,arJ~reveriuc 

A,«ca,h«coi o( Act.. Y 3 . word and 

ngurcs, “ .Act VIL, 1847, the words and 
figtsro, “ The Ffcsidency Sinai! Can,->e Courts Act, 1882, Chapter 
VUI." sh.iil i;c hiilvdtutcd ; tiu: words,'* as presided by the said 
-Au,*’ shall he re^re.iicd ; and. tor e:rch of the e.Hprosions, a Cora- 
ini4>s;ouer of tiie Court for recovery of small debts referred to ta 
the said Act" and " Use .vud Coinrnissicners," the words, “the 
Judges of tite Court of Small Caitrcs at Calcutta," shall be sub- 
stituted.* 


4 . lut iliN Act, the 

S m A 11 C^vijc Cuun ** 
ilcHncd, 


“ Small Cause Court " means the Court of 
.-^tnall cau.tes constituted under this Act 
in the town of Calcutta, Madras, or 


i^mbay, as the case ma)' be ; aru the (Xfussion “ Rtsislrar 
inciutits a Dtpuiy /’itgtsirtir.j 


CM AFTER II. 


Co.NSTtTI’TIO.S' AND OfKtCRtts' OK TtiS CoURT. 

5 . There shall be, in each of the towns of Calcutta, Madr^ 
Courts of Snnii c.iu^cs and Bombay, a Court, to be called the 

cstabiisiiccl. Court of Small Causes 0! Calcutta, 

Madras,:!; or Bombay, as the case may be. 

6. _Tiie Small Cause Court shall be deemed to be a 
Court to ijc ilccnicij under Subject to the sujx’rintendenco 0 ^ 

.supcrinlcinicnce, etc., of Mil'll Couit of JudlCA'ure at 
Hiah Court. william. Itladnis, or Bombay, as me 

case may be, within the meaning of tite Loiters Patent, respectively, 
dated the aSth day of December 1S65, for such High Courts, an 


* Till! last paragraph of s. 3 has been repealed by Act V. of 190®, Sch. 
V., and iheroforo omitted. . , _ . 

f in 3. 4, the words itaiicieed have been added by the Presi y 

Small Cause Courts Act (III. of 1899), s. 2. r . r r¥ of 

$ For Proclamation declaring the constitution of the Afadras 
mail Causes, see Madras List of Looal Rules and Orders, Ed. 1890, p. a 4 * 
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Avitliin the meaning of the Code of Ci\nl Procedure;* * * § ' “ and inbc a 
Court subordinate to the High Court within tire rae.ming of section 
6 of tile Legal Pracutioners Act, 1879 .t” |and die High Court 
shall have, in respect of the Snuil Cause Court, die same powers 
as it has under die 24di and 25di of Victoria, chapter 104, section 
15, in respect of Courts subject to its apjielhie jurisdiction. 

7. Subject to the control of the Goveruor-Gcner.al in Council, 

Appointment, buspeosion, Uio Local Govemraciit may, from dme 
and tc1nov.1l ot Judjjcb, to time, by noiiiic.xiion in tlic odicial 
Gazette, appoint a person to be Chief Judge, and so m.any^odier 
persons as it ttiinks fit to be Judges, of the Small Cause Court ; 

§ Provided that no person shall be appointed to be a Judgejof 
such Court, or be audiorized to exercise the powers of a Judge, of 
such Court, unless he is — 

(a) an advocate of a High Court of Judicature established 
under the Indi.ui High Courts Act, tS6i,] or 

(i?) a mkil or attorney of any such High Court, or 

(f) a Judge of a Court of Civil Judicature of not less dian 
five years’ standing ; 

and that not less than one-third of the persons so appointed, 
including the Chief Judge, shall be advocates of one of die said 
High Courts. 

The Local Government may, by a like notification, suspiend, 
and, widi die previous sanction of die Governor-General in Council 
remove any Judge so appointed,^! 

Rank anct precedence of S. The Chief Judge shall be the 

first of die Judges in rank and pre- 
cedence. 

The other Juclge.s shall have rank and precedence as the 
Local Government may, from time to time, direct. 

* Act XIV. of 1SS2. — Sec? now tho new Code (Act V. of igoS). 

t Act XVI II. of 1879. 

+ In s. 6 the words quoted have been inserted by the Presidency 
Small Cause Courts Act {I. of 1895), s. 2. 

§ This proviso has been substituted for the one originally enacted by 
the Presidency Small Cause Courts Act (I. of 1895), 3. 3 (/). 

|1 Stat. 24 and 35 Viet., c. 104. 

, 'I last paragraph of s. 7, as originally enacted, being repealed fay 
the Presidency Small Cause Courts Act (I. of 1895), 3. 3 (3), has been 
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8A.* (/) During any absence of thf» . PhiAf -t j' - 
Performance of duties of fudge of 0r:,% 

a^nt Judge. 2® said Court,;oc during the 

Chief Judge, the Local 

tag the qualifications reouired hv any/ person, 

Judge or Jod^e of the Sd 1 S W “ “ “ 

/^\ T> ^ * 


, — e Aliajf UC* t , i ^ 

die ^>“>11 be aolhoHzed to'perfone 

the return of the absent Chief TuX^ x 
acung as Chief Judge or umU 

cancel ihe appointment of Local Government sees cause to 

the case mafbT or Judge,, as 


SmaH Cause Court*.'^^'^"^® ,• The High Couit may, from 

time to time, fay rules| having the force 
of law,— ® 

(a) prescribe the procedure to be followed and the praci 

in cnnl Observed by the Small Cause Court either 

whioif or in addition to. any provisions 

rpfiura prescribed with respect to the pro- 

hpfnrA Preotice of the Small Cause Court on or 

nndon .t!* A 0 ^ December 1894, in or 

hAinn- • f ^^y other enactment for the time 

oeing in force, and 

l<ra)§ ore^'^^er the Registrar to hear and dispose of uud 
ters Interlocutoiy applications or ms 

(i) cancel or vary any such rule or rules. 

matters^ fL section may provide, among othe 

matters, for the exercise, by one or mSre of rhe Judges of th 


Courls^Act^ mr substituted by s. 3 of the Presidency Small Causf 
Small Cause Courts^AcUl. ofTsJs).^ ® Presidencj 

Act fl ^f Presidency Small Cause Courts 

± For originally enacted. 

* % notifications prescribing such rules in- 

Hombay—sf^ Bombay List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1896, 
^ , vol. I., pp. 410 and 422 ; 

Madras.— Madras List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1898, 
f ^1 Vol. I., p, 204. 

(III. of I8g^^s^4* Presidency Small Cause Courts Act 
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Small Cause Cause Court, ot any powers conferred on the Small Cause 
Court by this Act or any oilier enactment for the time being in 
force. 

( 2 ) Tlie law, and any rules and declarations made, or pur- 
porung to be made, thereunder, with respect to procedure or 
practice, in force or treated as in force in the Small Cause Court 
on the thirty-first day of December iSy4. shall be in force unless 
and until cancelled or varied by rules made by the High Court 
under this section. 

10. Subject to such rul’-.s, the Chief Judge may, from lime 
Ohief Judae to distribute time, malvu such arrangements as he 

business of Court. iliiuks fit for the distribution of the busi- 

ness of the Court among the rarioius Judges thereof. 

11. Save as hereinafter otherwise provided, when two or 
Procedure in case of differ- more of tlie Judges silting together 

«ncc of opinion. differ OH any question, the opinion of 

the majority shall prevail ; anil, if the Court is equally divided, the 
•Chief Judge, if he is one of the Judges so differing, or, in his 
absence, ilte Judge first in rank and precedence of the Judges so 
differing, shall have the casting voice. 

12. The Small Cause Court shall use a seal of such form 

and dimensions as arc for the time 
Seat to be used. being* prescribed by the Local Govern- 

ment. 

13. The Local Government may, from time to time, .appoint 

- Appointment of Rcijictrar officer 10 be called the Registrar of 
and ministerial officers? the Couft, and to bc the chief ministe- 

rial officer of the Court ; 

and the Chief Judge may, from time to lime, subject to the 
control of tlie Local Government, appoint a Dtpuiy h egUirar andj 
as many clerks, bailiffs, and other ministerial officers as may be 
necessary for the administration of justice by the Court, and for 
the exercise and performance of the powers and duties conferred 


* For notifications under this section in — 

Bombay — see Bombay List of Lecai Rules and Orders, Ed. 1896, 
Vol. I., p. 422 ; 

Madras — see Madras List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. x8q8. 
' voL L, p. 204. 

t In 3. 13 the words italicized have been inserted by the Presidency 
•omall Cause Courts Act (HI. of 1899), 3. 5. 
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and imposed on it hy this Act or any other law for the time being | 
in force. j 

The Registrar and other officers so appointed shall exercise 
Powers and duties of such such powers, and discharge such duties 
officers. of a ministerial nature, as the CWef 

Judge may, from time to time, by rule direct. 

The Chief Judge may suspend or remove any Registrar or 

other officer so Appointed; but the removal of any Registrar or 
officer drawing a monthly salary of one hundred rupees or up- 
wards shall be subject to the orders of the Local Government 

14 . The Local Government may invest the Registrar wirfi 

Registrar may be invested ^^6 powers _of a Judge under this Act 
with powers ot a Judg’d in for thc trial Ol Suits in which th$ ^ 
suits not exceeding twenty amount or value of the Subject-matter 

does not exceed twenty rupe^.,' And, 
subject to the orders of the Chief Judge, any Judge ot the Small 
Cause Court may, whenever he thinfe fit, transfer from his own 
file to the file of the Registrar any suit which the latter is com- 

petent to try. 

Explanation !^ — For the purposes of this section an apph'ca- 
tion for possession under section 41 shall be deemed to be a suit. 

15. No Judge or other officer appointed under this Act shall, 
Judge or other officer not during his continuance as such Judge 

to practise or trade, or officer, either by himself, or as a 

partner of any other person, practise or act, either directly or m- 

directly, as an advocate, attorney, vakil, or other legal 

tioner, or be concerned, either on his account, or for any other 
person, or as the par.ner of any other person, in any trade or 
profession. 

Any such Judge or officer so practising, acting, or concern^ 
shall be deemed to have committed an offence under section 160 
of the Indian Penal Code. 

Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to prohibit any 
such Judge or officer from being a member of any company in- 
corporated or registered under Royal Charter, Letters Patent, Ac 
of Parliament, or Act of any British Indian Legislature 

♦ This texplanation has been added by the Presidency Small Cause 
Courts Act (I. of 1895), s, 6. 


of i 882.] presidency small cause courts. It; 

CHAPTER III. 

Law administered by the Court. 

16. All questions, other than questions relating to procedure 
„ or practice, which arise in suits or other 

&o“unr?\ct to be decided proceedings under this Act in the Small 
according' to law administer- Cause Court, shall be dealt with and 
ed by High Court. determined according to the law for 

the time being administered by the High Court in the exercise of 
its ordinary original civil jurisdiction. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Jurisdiction in respect op Suits. 

XT'. The local limits of the jurisdiction of each of the Small 
Local Rmits oE jurisdiction Cause Courts shall be the local limits- 
of Court. for the time being of the ordinary ori- 

ginal civil jurisdiction of the High Court. 

18. Subject to the exceptions in section 19 , the Small Cause 
Suits in which Court has Court shall have jurisdiction to try all 
jurisdiction. Suits of a civil nature — 

when the amount or value of the subject-matter does not 
exceed two thousand rupees ; and 

(a) the cause of action has arisen, either wholly or in part 
within the local limits of the jurisdiction of the Small Cause Court, 
and the leave of the Court has, for reasons to be recorded by 
it in writing, been given before the institution of the suit ; or 

(<5) all the defendants, at the time of the institution of the suit, 
actually and voluntarily reside or carry on business, or personally 
work for gain, within such local limits ; or 

(c) any of the defendants, at the time of the institution of the 
suit, actually and voluntarily resides, or carries on business, oc 
personally works for gain, within such local limits, and either the 
leave of the Court has been given before the institution of the suit, 
or the defendants who do not reside, or carry on business, or 
personally work for gain as aforesaid, acquiesce in such institu- 
tion : 


_ Provided that, where the cause of action has arisen wholly 
■within the local limits aforesaid, and the Court refuses to give 
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Provided that a document may be returned at any time before 
any of such events on such terms as the Court may direct: Provided 
also that no document shall be returned which, by force of the decree, 
has become void or useless. 

On the return of a document which has been admitted in evi- 
dence, a receipt shall be given, by the party receiving it, in a receipt- 
book to be kept for the purpose. 

20. In any suit in which the defendant appears and does not ' 
Compensation payable by t^dmit the claim, and the plaintiff does 
plaintiff to defendant in cer- DOt Obtain a decree for the full amount 
lain c.iies. of his claim, the Small Cause Court may, 

in its discretion, order the plaintiff to pay to the defendant, by way 
of satisfaction for his trouble and attendance, sucli sum as it thinks 
fit. 

When any claim preferred, or objection made, under secuon 27S 
of the Code of Civil Proceduie,* is disallowed, the Small Cause Court 
may, in its discretion, order the person preferring or making such 
claim or objection to pay to the decree-holder, or to the judgment- 
debtor, or to both, by way of satisfaction as aforesaid, such sum or 
sums as it thinks fit. 

And when any claim or objection is allowed, the Court may 
award such compensation by way of damages to the claimant or 
objector as i' thinks fit ; and the order of the Court awarding or refus- 
ing such compensation shall bar any suit in respect of injury caused 
by the attachment. 

Any order under this section may, in default of payment of the 
amount payable thereunder, be enforced by the person in whose favour 
it is made against the person against whom it is made as if it were a 
decree of the Court. 

27 . Whenever the Small Cause Court issiies a warrant for the 
Decree-holder to - accom- arrest of a judgment-debtor or the. 
pany officer executino* war** attachment of his property, the decree- 

holder, or some other person on his 
behalf, shall accompany the officer of the Court entrusted with the 
execution of such warrant, and shall point out to such officer the 
judgment-debtor or the property to be attached, as the case may 
be. 


Act XPV. of 1882. — See now the new Code (Act V. of igo 8 ). 
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28. When the judgment-debtor under any decree of the Small 
„„ Cause Court is a tenant of immoveable 
abiepfop^r^ySndremovMbL' property, anything attached to such pro- 
by tenant to be deemed move- perty, and which he might, before the 
able in execution. termination of liis tenancy, lawfully 

remove without the permission of his landlord, shall, for the purpose 
of the execution of such decree, “ and for the purpose of deciding 
all questions arising in the execution of such decree,"* be deemed 
to be moveable property, and may, if sold in such execution, be 
severed by the purchaser,, but shall not be removed by him from tire 
property until he has done to the property whatever the judgment-debt- 
or would have been bound to do to it if he had removed such thing. 


29. Whenever any judgment-debtor, who has been arrested. 
Discharge of judgment- or whose property has been seized in 
debtor on sufficient security, execution of a decree of the Small Cause 
Court, offers security to the satisfaction of such Court for payment of 
the amount wlrich he has been ordered to pay and the costs, the 
Court may order him to be discharged, or the properly to be 
released. 


30. Whenever it appears to the Small Cause Court that any 
Court miy in certain cases judgment-debtor under its decree is un- 

suspend execution of decree, able, from stckness, poverty, or other 
sufficient cause, to pay the amount of the decree, or, if such Court 
has ordered the same to be paid in instalments, the amount • of any 
instalment thereof, it may, from time to time, for such time, and 
upon such terms as it thinks fit, suspend the execution of such 
decree, and discharge the debtor or make such order as it thinlcs fit. 

31. If the judgment-debtor under any decree of the Small 
Execution of decree of Small Cause Court has not, within the local 

Cause Court by other Courts, limits of its jurisdiction, moveable pro- 
perty sufficient to satisfy the decree, the Court may, on the applica- 
tion of the decree-holder, send the decree for execution, — 

(a) in the case of execution against immoveable property 
situate within such local limits — “ to the Madras City Civil Court or 
the High Court of Judicature at Fort William or Bombay, as the" 
case may be ;”t 

• The words quoted have been Inserted by the Presidency Small Cause 

Courts Act aV. of 1906), s. 2. 

T jn cl. (a) of s. 31, the words quoted have been substituted for the 
words, ‘ to the High Court,” by the Madras City Civil Courts Act (Vll.,o£ 
1092), s. 12, 
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( 3 ) in all other cases— to any Civil Court within the- local limits 
of whose jurisdiction such judgment-debtor, or any moveable or 
immoveable property of such judgment-debtor, may be found. 

The procedure prescribed by the Code of Civil Procedure* * * § for 
Procedure when decree the executioii of decrees by Courts other 
transferred. than those which made them shall be the 

procedure followed in such cases. 


32 . Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Civil 
Minors may sue in certain Procedure* as applied by this Act, any 
cases as if of full age. minor may institute a suit for any sum 

of„money, not exceeding five hundred rupees, which may be due to 
him under section 70 of the Indian Contract Act, i872,t for wages 
or piece-work, or for work as a servant, in the same manner as if he 
were of full age. 


33 . Any non-judicial or quasi-judicial act which the Code of 
“Power to delegate non- Civil Procedure, J as applied by this Act, 
judicial duties. requires to be done by a Judge, and any 

act which may be done by a Commissioner appointed to exaniine 
and adjust accounts under section 394 of that Code as so applied, 
may be done by the Registrar of the Small Cause Court, or by 
such other officer of that Court as that Court may, from time to 
time, appoint in this behalf. 

The High Court may, from time to b'me, by rule declare what 
shall be deemed to be non-judicial and quasi-judicial acts within 
the meaning of this section. § 


34. The suits cognizable by the Registrar under, section 14 
Registrar to hear and de- shall be heard and determined by him 
termine suits like a Judge. in like manner in all respects as a 
Judge of the Court might hear and determine the same ; 

Provided that, subject to the control of the Chief Judge, any 

Judge of the Court may, whenever he 
thinks fit, transfer to his own file any 
suit on the file of the Registrar. 


Proviso. 


* See Act XIV. of 1882, Ch. XIX.— But see now the new Code (Act V. 
of 1908), and jts portion corresponding to Ch, XIX. of the Code of ioo2. 

t Act IX. of 1872. 

X Act XIV. of 1882 . — See now the new Code (Act V. of , . 

§ For rules in Madras declaring certain duties to be non-judicia 
^{^£r5f*judicial acts, which may be done by the Registrar of the n ^ 

Court, see Madras List of Local Rules and Orders, Vol. L> Ed. 109 , P' 
204. 
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35. The Registrar may receive applications for the execution 
Registrar may execute all of decrees of any Value passed by die 
decrees with the same powers Court, and may commit and discharge 
as a Judge. judgment-debtors, and make any order 

in respect thereof which a Judge of the Court might make under 
this Act. 

38. Every decree and order made by the Registrar in any 
Decrees and orders of Reg- Suit or proceeding shall be subject to 
istrar to be subject to new the Same provisions in regard to new 

trial as if made.by a Judge. gg jf made by a Judge of the Court. 

CHAPTER VI * 

New Trials ^vnd Appeals. 

37. Save as otherwise provided by this chapter, or by any 

■General finality of decrees Other enactment for tlie time being in, 

and orders of Small Cause force, every decree and order of the 

Court. Small Cause Court in a suit shall be 

final and conclusive. 

38. Where a suit has been contested, the Small Cause Court 
New trial of contested may, on the application of either party, 

cases. made within eight days from the date of 

, the decree or order in the suit (not being a decree passed under 
section 523 of the Code of Civil Procedure |*), order a new trial to 
be held, or alter, set aside, or reverse the decree or order, upon 
such terms as it thinks reasonable, and may, in the meantime, stay 
•' the proceedings. 

}' JExplanalion. — ^Every suit shall be deemed to be contested in 

which the decree is made otherwise than by consent of, or in default of 
appearance by, the defendant. 

39. (/) In any suit instituted in a Small Cause Court in 
r’ f Removal of certain causes which the amount or value of the sub— 

i into High Court. ject-matter exceeds the sum of one 

thousand rupees, the defendant or any one of the defendants may, 
before the day fixed by the summons for the appearance of the 
defendant, or within eight days after the service of the summons 

- — - 

y tj •j substituted for the one originally enacted by the 

“residency Small Cause Courts A6l (L of 1895), s. 13. 
jjiV t Act XIV, of 1882,— now the new Code (Act V, of XQoS), 


PRESIDENCY SMALL CAUSE COURTS, f Act XV; 

whichever period shall last expire, apply ex parle on an 
athdavit setting forth the facts on which he relies for his defence 
High Court for an order removing the cause into 

the High Court. 

* “(2) Unless the Judge is of opinion that the application has 
Deen made solely for the purpose of delay, the applicant shall be 
entitled to such order as of right 

“Provided that the removal directed by such order shall, un- 
less the Judge otherwise directs, be conditional upon the applicant 
giving securiry, to the approval of the Judge, within a reasonable 
time to be prescribed in the order, for the payment of the amount 
claimed, and of the costs which may become payable by him to tlie. 
plaintiff in respect of the said suit." 

[3) applicant fail or neglect to complete the required 

security (if any) within the prescribed time (if anyj, the said order 
shall be discharged, and the suit shall proceed in the Small Causf 
Court as if such order had never been made. 

plaintiff in any case which has been removed undei 
this section into the High Court has abandoned a portion of his 
claim in order to be able lo bring the suit within the jurisdiction 
of a Small Cause Court, he shall be peimitted to revive the por- 
tion of his claim so abandoned. 

40 . (/) When a suit has been removed into the High^ Court 
Rules with respect to suits under the last foregoing section, it shat 
removed under the last fore- be heard and disposed of by such Court 
going section. esercise of its original jurisdicuon 

and the said Court shall have all the same powers and jurisdiction 
in respect thereof as if it had been originally instituted in such 
Court. 

(2) In every suit so removed as aforesaid, the affidavit filed 
under section 39, sub-section (/), shall be treated as a written sia ^ 
ment of the defendant tendered under section no of the Code 
Civil Proceduref unless the Court shall otherwise order. 

(5) In every suit so removed as aforesaid, credit shall be gi'^a 

to the plaintiff for the amount of the court-fee paid in the bm 
Cause Court in respect of the plaint in the levy of any fees w u 

* In s. 39, sub-s. ( 3 ) and the proviso have been substituted for orig*®'^ 
sub-s. (2) by the Presidency Small Cause Courts Act (IV. of iQOo), s. 3 - 

t Act XIV. of 1882, — Sse now the new Code (Act V. of ifloSJ. 
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according to the practice of the High Court, are payable to the 
Government. 


CHAPTER VIL 


Recovery of Possession of bmovEABLE Property. 


41. When any person has had possession of any immoveable 
Summons against person property situate within the local limits of 
occupying property without the Small Cause Court s jurisdiction, and 
leave. q£ v/hich the annual value at a rack-rent 

does not exceed “ two thousand rupees, as the tenant, or by per- 
missioa of another person, or of some person through whom such 
other person cl^ms, 

and such tenancy or permission has determined or been with- 
drawn, 

and such tenant or occupier or any person holding under, or 
by assignment from him (hereinafter called the occupant), refuses 
to deliver up such property in compliance with a request made to 
him in this behalf by such other person, 

such other person (hereinafter called the applicant) may applyf 
to the Small Cause Court for a summons against the occupant 
calling upon him to show cause, on a day therein appointed, why 
he should not be compelled to deliver up the property. 


42. The summons shall be served on the occupant in the 

manner provided by the Code of Civil 
Procedure^; for the service of a sum- 
mons on a defendant. 


Service of summons. 


43 . If the occupant does not appear at the time appointed, 
. . and show cause to the contrary, the 

r r possession. applicant shall, if the Small Cause Court 

is satisfied that he is entitled to apply under section 41 , be entitled 
to an order addressed to a bailiff of the Court directing him tc 
give possession of the property to the applicant on such day as the 
Court tninics fit to name in such order. 


* Substituted for “ one” by Act IX. of 1912. 
t For fee on such applications, see s. 71, infra. 

+ See Act XIV. ol i88a, ss. 72 to 92. — But see now the new Code 
(Act V. of 1908), and the provisions thereof corresponding to those of sa? 
78.92 of the Code of 1882. 
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Explanation.-—^ tlie occupant proves that the tenancy iwas 
cteated or permission granted by virtue of a title which determined 
previous to the date of the application, he shall be deemed to have, 
shown cause within the meaning of this section. 

44. Any such order shall justify the bailiff to whom itj|is- 
Such order to justify bailiff addressed in entering, after the hour of 

entering on property, and six in the morning, and before the hour 
g ving possession. aftemoon, upon the property- 

named therein, and such assistants as he thinks necessary, and 
Bar to proceedings against giving possession of ^such property _ to- 
Judge or officer for issuing, the applicant ; and no suit or prosecution ■ 
Ac., order or summons. maintainable against any Judge 

or officer of the Small Cause Court by whom any such order as 
aforesaid was issued, or against any bailiff or other person by 
.whom the same was executed, or by whom any such summons as- 
aforesaid was served, for the issue, execution, or service of any such, 
order or summons, by reason only that the applicant was not' 
entitled to the possession of the property. 

45, When the applicant, at the time of applying for any 
Applicant, if entitled to such order as aforesaid, was entitled to- 

■possession, not to be deemed the possession of such property, neither 

*" he nor any person acting in his behalf 
shall be deemed, on account of any 
error, defect, or irregularity in the mode of proceeding to obtain 
Occupant may sue for possession thereunder, to be a • trespas- 
compensation. ggj. . person aggrieved may 

^nng a suit for the recovery of compensation for any damage which^ 
ne has sustained by reason of such error, defect, or irregularity. 

When no such damage is proved, the suit shaJl be dismissed ; 
and when such damage is proved, but the amount of the compen- 
sation assessed by the Court does not exceed ten rupees, the 
Court shall award to the plaintiff no more costs than compensaUon 
unless the Judge who tries the case certifies that in his opinion mil- 
costs should be awarded to the plaintiff. 


40. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to protect any 
'■ Liability of applicant ob- applicant obtaining possession of any 
taining order when not en- property under this chapter irom 

by any person deeining himself aggrieved 

thereby, when such applicant was not at the time of applying 
such order as aforesaid, entitled to the possession of such property- 
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And when ihe applicant was not, at the time of applying for 
Application for order in any such Order as aforesaid, entitled to 
such case an act of trespass, the possession of such properly, the 

application for such order, though no possession is taken thereun- 
der, shall be deemed to be an act of trespass committed by the 
applicant against the occupant. 

47. Whenever, on an application being made under section 

Stay of proceedings on occupant binds himselt with 

occupant giving security to two sureties, in a bond for such amount 

bring suit against applicant, as the Small Causc Court thinks reason- 

able having regard to the value of the properly and the probable 
costs of tire suit next hereinafter mentioned, to institute, without 
delay, a suit in the High Court against the applicant for compen- 
sation for trespass, and to pay all the costs of such suit in case he 
does not prosecute the same, or in case judgment therein is given 
for ihe applicant, the Small Cause Court shall stay the proceed- 
ings on such application until such suits is disposed of. 

If the occupant obtains a decree in any such suit against the 
applicant, such decree shall supersede the order (if anyj made 

under section 43 . 

Nothing contained in section 22 shall apply to suits under this 
section. 

48. In all proceedings under this chapter, the Small Cause 

Proceedings to be regulat- shall, as far as may be, and ex- 

ed by Code of Civil Pro- cept as herein Otherwise provided, follow 

the procedure prescribed for a Court of 
first instance by the Code of Civil Procedure.’’*^' 

49. Recovery of the possession of any immoveable property 
Recovery of possession no under this chapter shall be no bar to 

bar to suit to try title. the institution of a suit in the High 

Court for tiying the title thereto. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Distresses. 

extends to every place within the local 
limits of the orclinary original civil juris- 
dictions of the High Courts of Judicature 
at Fort William, Madras, and Bombay. 


50. This chapter 

Local extent of chapter. 


* Act XIV. of 1882.— —See 
superseding the Code of 1882. 


now the new Code (Act V. of 1908), 
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Si.i.soic.,um,c«s. , But nolhins conlalned in this chap. 

ter applies — 

(a) to any rent due to Government ; 

(iJ) to any rent whtch has been due fDr more than twelve 
months before the application mentioned in section 53. 

51. The Judges of the Small Cause Court may appoint four 
Appointment of bailiff.s Of more persons to be bailiffs and ap- 

and appraiser.s. praisers for the purpose of this chapter, 

and may, from tune to time, with the previous sanction of tlie Local 
Government, fi.x such remuneration for the services of such officers 
as the said Judges think fit, and may suspend or remove them. 

52. The persons so appointed shall give securi^, to be 
Security to be given by approved by the Said Judges, faithfully 

appointees. to discharge tlie duties of their office, 

and they shall be deemed to be public servants within the meaning 
of the Indian Penal Code. 


53. Any person claiming to be entitled to arrears of rent 
Application for distress* t)r any house or premises to which this 
warrant. chapter extends, or his duly constituted 

attorney, may apply to any Judge of the Small Cause Court, or to 
the Registrar of the Small Cause Court, for such warrant as is 
hereinafter mentioned. 


The applica'.ian shall be supported by an affidavit or affirma- 
tion to the effect of the Form (marked A) in the Third Schedule 
hereto annexed. 


54 . The Judge or Registrar may thereupon issue a warrant 

under his hand and seal, and returnable 
Issue of d.stress-warrant. the effect of tlie Form 

(marked B) contained in the same Schedule addressed to any one 
of such bailiffs. 


The Judge or Registrar may, at his discretion, upon persona 
examination of the person applying for such warrant, decline 0 
issue die same. 


55. Every distress under this chapter shall be made after 

sunrise and before sunset, and not a 

Time for distress. 

any other time. 

56. The bailiff directed to make the distress may force °pen 

What places bailiff may ^riy Stable, OUt-hOUSe, Or 
force open. and may also enter any dwelling-nou 
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ihe outer door of which may be open, and may break open the 
door of any room >n such dwelling-house for the purpose of seizing 
property liable to be seized under this chapter ; 

Pro\ided that he shall not enter or break open the door of 
any room appropriated for the zanana or residence of women, 
which, by the usage of the country, is considered private. 

57. In pursuance of the warrant aforesaid, the bailiff shall 
Property which may be Seize the moveable property found in or 
seized. upon the house or premises mentioned 

in the warrant, and belonging to the person from whom the rent is 
claimed (hereinafter called the debtor), or such part thereof as 
may, in the bailiff’s judgment, be sufficient to cover the amount of 
the said rent, together with the costs of the said distress : 

Provided that the bailiff shall not seize — 

(a) things in actual use ; or 

(<5) tools and implements not in use, where there is other 
moveable property in or upon the house or premises sufficient to 
cover such amount and costs ; or 

(c) the debtor’s necessary wearing apparel ; or 

{d) goods in the custody of the law. 


58. The bailiff may impound or otherwise secure the pro- 
, . perty so seized in or on the house or 

Impound, nB d.str.ss, chargeable ™th the rent. 


59 . On seizing any property under section 57 , the bailiff 
inventorv. shall make an inventory of such pro- 

Notice of intended ap- perty, and shall give a notice in writing, 
praisement and sate. effect of the Form (marked C) in 

the Third Schedule hereto annexed, to the debtor, or to any other 
person upon his behalf in or upon the said house or premises. 

The bailiff shall, as soon as may be, file in the Small Cause 
Copies of inventory and Court copies of the said inventory and 
notice to be filed. notice. 


60. The debtor, or any other person alleging himself to be 
Application to discharge or the owner of any property seized under 
suspend warrant. this chapter, or the duly-constituted 

attorney of such debtor or other person, may, at any time within 
five days from such seizure, apply to any Judge of the said Court 
to discharge or suspend the warrant, or to release a distrained ar- 
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tide, and such Judge may discharge or suspend such warrant, or 
release such article accordingly, upon such terms as he thinks just; 

and any of tlie Judges of tlie said Court may, in his discretion, 
give reasonable time to the debtor to pay the rent due from him. 

Upon any such application, the costs attending it, and attending 
the issue and e.Yecution of the w.irrant, shall be in the discretion of 
tlie j udge, and shall be paid as he directs. 

61. If any claim is made to, or in respect of, any property 
Claim to jrnnds distrained Seized imder tliis chapter, or in respect 

made by a stranger. of the proceeds or value thereof, by any 

person not being tlie debtor, the Registrar of the Small Cause 
Court, upon the application of tlie bailiff who seized the property, 
may issue a summons, calling before the Court the claimant and 
Uie person who obtained the warrant. 

And thereupon any suit which may have been brought in the 
High Court in respect of such claim shall be stayed, and any 
Judge of the High Court, on proof of the issue of such summons, 
and that the property was so distrained, may order the plaintiff to 
pay the costs of all proceedings in such suit after the issue of such, 
summons. 

And a Judge of the Small Cause Court shall adjudicate upon 
such claim, and make such order between the parties in respect 
thereof, and of the costs of tlie proceedings, as he thinks fit ; 

and such order shall be enforced as if it were an order made- 
in a suit brought in such Court. 

The procedure in Small Cause Courts in cases under this 
section shall conform, as far as may be, to the procedure m an 
ordinary suit in such Courts. 

62. In any case under section 6o or section 6i, the 

Power to award compen* whom the case is heard the 

sation to debtor or claimant, compensation by way of damages lO 
applicant or claimant (as the case may be) as the Judge thinks fit, 

and may, for that purpose, make any enquiry he thinks 
necessary ; 

and the order of the Judge awarding or refusing such 
pensation shall bar any suit for the recovery of compensa lo 
any damage caused by the distress. 
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63. In any case under section 60 or section 61, if the value 
Power to transfer to High of the subject-matter in dispute exceeds 
Court cases involving more One thousand rupees, the applicant or 
than one thousand rupees. claimant may apply to the High Court 
to transfer the case to itself, and the High Court, on being satisfied: 
that it is expedient that the case should be disposed of by itself, 
may direct the case to be transferred accordingly, and may there- 
upon alter or set aside any order passed in the case by a Judge of 
the Small Cause Court, and may make such order therein as the 
High Court thinks fit. 

Every application under this section shall be made within 
seven days from the date of the seizure of the subject-matter in 
dispute. 

In granting applications under this section, the High Court 
may impose such terms as to payment of, or giving security for, 
costs or otherwise as it thinks fit. 


The procedure in cases transferred under this section shall 
conform, as far as may be, to the procedure in suits before the 
High Court in the exercise of its ordinary original civil jurisdiction 
and orders made under this section may be executed as if they 
were made in the exercise of such jurisdiction; and every such- 
order awarding or refusing compensation shall bar any suit for 
the recovery of compensation for any damage caused by the dis- 
tress which gave rise to the case wherein such order was made. 


Appraisement. 


64. In default of any order to the contrary by a Judge of R' 

Small Cause Court, or by the High 
Court, any two of the said bailiffs may, 
at the expiration of five days from a seizure of property under this 
chapter, appraise the property so seized, and give the debtor notice 
■ ^ , in writing to the effect of the Form 

o ice o sa e. (marked DJ in the Third Schedule hereto 

annexed. 


The bailiffs shall file in the Small Cause Court a copy of every 
notice given under this section. 


65. In default of any such order to the contrary, the distrain- 

ed property shall be sold on the day 


mentioned in such notice, and the said 
b^iffs shall, on realizing the proceeds, pay over the amonnt there- 
of to the Registrar of the Small Cause Court ; and such amount 

shall be applied first in payment of the 
costs of the said distress, and then in 


Application of proceeds. 
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satisfaction of the debt; and the surplus (if any) shall be returned 
to the debtor : 


Provided that the debtor may direct that the sale shall take 
place in any other manner, first giving security for any extra costs 
thereby occasioned. 

66. No costs of any distress under this chapter shall be taken 

Costs of distresses. demanded except those mentioned 

in the Part (marked E) of the Tlurd 
Schedule hereto annexed. 

The Judges of the Small Cause Court may apply the sura so 
raised as costs towards the payment of the contingent charges and 
remuneration of the said bailiffs, as appears to the said Judges 
expedient. 

67. The Registrar of the Small Cause Court shall keep a 
Account of costs and pro- hook in which all sums received as costs 

^ upon distresses made under this chapter, 

and all sums paid as remuneration to the said bailiffs, and all con- 
dngent charges incurred in respect of such distresses, shall be duly 
entered. 


He shall also enter in the said book all sums realized by sale 
of the property distrained and paid over to landlords under the 
provisions of this chapter. 

Bar of distresess except 68. No distress shall be levied for 

under this chapter. arrears of rent except under the provi- 

sions of this chapter. 

And any person, except a bailiff appointed under section 
Penalty for making illegal levying or attempting to levy any such 
distresses. distress, shall, on conviction before a 

Presidency Magistrate, be liable to be punished with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees, and with imprisonment for a tern 
which may extend to three months, in addition to any other liability 
he may have incurred by his proceedings. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Reperences to High Court. 

69 .'^ (/) If Uvo or more Judges of the Small Cause Cour: 

sit together in any suit, or inanypro- 
Reference when compulsory, seeding under Chapter VII. of this Act, 

and differ in their opinion as to any question of law or usage having 
the force of law or the construction of a document, which construc- 
tion may affect die merits, or 

if, in any .suit or any such proceeding in which the amount or 
value of the subject-matter e-Kcecds five hundred rupees, any such 
question arises upon which the Court entertains reasonable doubt, 
and either party so requires, 

the Small Cause Court shall draw up a statement of the facts 
of the case and the point on which dierc is a difference of opinion, 
or on which doubt is entertained, and refer such statement widi its 
OW'D opinion on the point for the opinion of the I-Iigh Court ; and 
the provisions of sections 619 to 621 of the Code of Civil Proce- 
duref shall, so far as they are applicable, be deemed to apply as if 
such reference liad been made under section 617 of the said Code. 

(2) When the Small Cause Court refers any question for the 
opinion of die High Court as provided in sub-section (/), it shall 
either reserve judgment or give judgment contingent upon such 
opinion. 

70 . When judgment is given under section 69 contingent 
S.c.rit,wb.fu,nUhrfon upou llie opinion of tho High Court, the 
such reference by party P^fty agamst whom such judgment JS 
against whom contingent given shall at oiice furnish security, to 
judgment given. approved by the Small Cause Court 

for the costs of the reference to die High Court, and for the amount 
of such judgment : 

Provided that no security for die amount of such judgment 
shall be required in any case in which the Judge w-ho tried the case 
has ordered such amount to be paid into Court, and the same has 
been paid accordingly. 


* S. 69 has been substituted for the original section by the Presidency 
Small Cause Courts Act (IV. of 1906), s. 4. 

t These references to Act XIV, of 1882 shall now be taken to be made 
to Act V. of igo8 . — See section .158 of Act V. of igo8. 
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Unless such security as aforesaid is at once furnished' the 

P"‘J’ “Sainst whom such contingeiu 


party to be deemed to have 
submitted to judgment. 


i^udgment has been given shali'be 
deemed to have submitted to the same. 


CHAPTER X. 
Fees and Costs. 


Institutfon-fee. 


71 . A fee not exceeding^ — 


exce^“ fiM subjcct-matter does not 

s^ch amo^t o?vaIueT“~*“ <>“ 


(<J) when the amount or value of the subject-matter exceeds 
iive hundred rupees the sum of sixty-two rupees eight annas and 
•one anna m the rupee on the expf>« nf c„nh o Ju ^ dijuas., ana 

five hundred rupeeC * ™°“' 


undeS^icfiL^“?. “<* applicafcn 

;S*edS™cMsbrenpS 4 


av«y^r:“nSr slcSn'Tr ““ 


72 . The fees 

Fees for processes* 


specifi^ in tjje fourth columns of the 

Fourth Schedule hereto annexed shall be 

whose bLlf such pro“i™s“arrfsS '^ ^ 

nf thA p^utebses are issued when the amount cr value 

hiif HnPQ r.r.i the sum specified in the first column, 

^id sched 1 specified in the second column, of the 


'73- Whenever any such suit or proceeding is settled by agree- 
Repayment of half fees on ment of the parties before the hearing, 
tb. Z t n ^"^ount of all fees paid up To 

k ^ Small Cause Court to the parties 

by whom the same have been respectively paid. 


nt iRnJ? wordsand figures, “section 38 or,” repealed by Act VII. 

9 (an Act to amend Act XV. of 1882), s, i, have here been omitted. 
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74- The Small Cause Court may, whenever it thinlcs fit, receive 
Fees and costs of poor and register (suits instituted, and applica- 
persons. tions under section 41 made, by ^xtor 

persons, and may issue processes on behalf of such persons, without 
payment, or on a part-payment, of the fees mentioned in secuons 
71 and 72. 

75. The Local Government may, for lime to time, by noti- 

fication'® iu ihe official Gazette, vary the 
Power to vary fees. amount of the fees payable under sec- 

tions 71 and 72 : 

Provided lliat the amount of such fees shall in no cose exceed 
•the amount prescribed by tlie said sections. 

76. The expanse of employing an advocate, \'akil, aitomery, 
Expense of employing icEal or Ollier legal practitioner incurred by 

patactitioners. any party, slull not be allowed as costs 

injany suit, or in any proceeding under Chapter VIL of this Act, 
in the Small Cause Court, in which suit or proceeding the amount 
or! value of the subject-matter does not exceed twenty rupees, unless 
the Court is of opinion that the employment of sucli pmctiu’oner 
was under the circurasUinces reasonable. 

77 . Nothing contained in this chapter shall affect the provi- 
Sections 3 , 5 , and 25 o£ s'ons of sections 3» 5» ‘Wd 25 of tlie 

Court Fees Act, iSyojf saved. Court Fccs Act, iSyO.'f' 


CtlAPTER XL 

Misconduct of Inferior Ministerial Officers. 


78. The Chief Judge may, by order, fine, in an amount not 
<r , exceeding one month’s salan', any clerk, 

baililI.or ote inferior miDisteiial offlt 
cer of the Court who is guilty of misconduct or neglect in the 
performance of the duties of his office; and such fine may be 
' deducted from his salary. 


* For instances of such notifications in — 

Bombay — see Bombay List of Local Rules and Orders, VoL I., Ed. 
1896, pp. 422 and 423 ; 

Madras— see Madras List of Local Rules and Orders, Vol. I., Ed. 1898 
I. A pp. 204 and 205. ’ 

t Act VIL of 1870. 
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. 70. If any clerk, bailiff, or other inferior ministerial officer of 

Default of bailiff or other Small Cause Court, who is employed 
officer in execution of order as such in the execution of any order or 
or warrant. Warrant, loses, by neglect, connivance, or 

omission, an opportunity of executing such order or warrant, he 
shall be liable, by order of the Chief Judge, on the application of 
the person injured by such neglect, connivance, or omission, to pay 
such sum not exceeding m any case the sum for which the said 
order or warrant was issued, as, in the opinion of the Chief Judge, 
represents the amount of the damage sustained by such person 
thereby. 

80. If any clerk, bailiff, or other inferior ministerial officer of 
Extortion or default of the Small Cause Court is charged with 
officers. extortion or misconduct while acting 

under colour of its process, or with not duly paying or accounting 
for any money levied by him under its authority, ffie Court may 
inquire into such charge, and may make such order for the repay- 
ment or payment of any money so extorted, or of any money so 
levied as aforesaid, and of damages and costs, by such officer, as 
it thinks fit. 


81. For the purposes of any inquiry under this chapter, the 
Court empowered to sum- Small Cause Court shall have all the 
mon witnesses, &c. powers of Summoning and enforcing the 

attendance of witnesses, and compelling the production of docu- 
ments, which it possesses in suits under this Act. 


82. Any order under this chapter for the payment or repay- 
ment of money may, in default of pay- 
ment of the amount is payable thereunder, 
be enforced by the person to whom such amount is payable as if 
the same were a decree of the Small Cause Court in his favour. 


Enforcement of order. 


CHAPTER XIL 
Contempt of Court. 

83. When any such offence as is described in section i75> 
" Procedure of Court in cer- Or 228 of the Indian 

tain cases of contempt. Penal Code,* is committed in tne ucu 

or presence of the Small Cause Court, the Court may cause ffie 


♦ Act XLV. of 1860. 



PRESroENCY SMALL CAUSE COURTS. 


33 . 


of 1883.] 

offender to be detained in custody ; and, at any time before the 
risinsT of the Court on the same day, may, if it thinks fit, take cog^“. 
sance of the offence, and punish the offender with fine which may 
extend to two hundred rupees, and, in default of payment of such 
fine, with imprisonment in the civil jail for a term which may ex- 
tend to one month, unless such fine is sooner paid. , 

S 4 > In every such case the Court shall record the facts’ 

constituting the offence, the statement' 
Record in such cases. any) made by the offender, and the 

finding and sentence. 

If the offence is under section 228 of the Indian Penal Code,* 
the record must show the nature and stage of^ the judicial proceed— 
ing in which the Court, when interrupted or insulted, was sitting, 
and the nature of the interruption or insult offered. 

85 . If the Court considers that a person accused of any 
„ , , . offence referred to in section 83, and 

considers that case should committed in its View or presence, should 
not be dealt with under sec- be imprisoned Otherwise than in default 
tion 83. Qf payment of fine, or that a fine ex- 

ceeding two hundred rupees should be imposed upon him, or if 
the Court is, for any other reason, of opinion that the case should 
not be disposk of under section ^3, the Court, after recording the 
facts constituting the offence and the statement of the accused as 

hereinbefore provided, may forward the case to a Presidency 

Magistrate, and may require security to be given for the appearance 
■ of such accused person before such Magistrate, or if sufficient se- 
curity is not given, may forward him under custody to such 
Magistrate. 

Such Magistrate shall deal with the accused person in the 

manner provided by the Code of Criminal Prccedure,f and may 
sentence the offender to punishment as provided in the section of 
the Indian Penal Code* under which he is charged. 

86. When the Court has. under section 83 or section 85, 

Discharge of offender on puffished an Offender, or fortvarded him 
submission or apology. to a Presidency iVIagistrate for trial, for 

refusing or omitting to do anything which he was lawfully required 
to do, or for any intentional insult or interruption, the Court may, 
•in its discretion, discharge the offender, or remit the punishment, on 

* Act XLV. of i860. 

t See now Act V. of 1898, Ch. XXXV. and s. 3 (/), 

Act XV., 1882.-3. 


PRESIDENCY SMALL CAUSif COURTS. 


34 


[Act XV. 


his submission to the order or requisition of the Court, or otf 
apology being made to its satisfaction. 

87 . If any witness before the Small Cause Court refuses to 
Imprisonment or committal Rnswcr such questions 3S are put to him, 

of person refusing to answer or to produce any document in his pos- 
or produce document. session or power which the Court re- 

quires him to produce, and does not offer any reasonable excuse 
for such refusal, the Court may sentence him to simple imprison- 
ment, or commit him lo the custody of an officer of the Court for 
any term not exceeding seven days unless, in the meantime, such 
person consents to answer such questions, or to produce such do- 
cument, as the case may be, after which, in the event of his prrsist- 
mg in his refusal, he may be dealt with according to the provisions 
of section 83 or section 85 . 

88 . -Any person deeming himself aggrieved by an order 
Appeal from orders under Under Section 83 Or section 87 may 

sections S3 and 87. appeal to the High Court, and the pro- 

visions of the Code of Criminal Procedure* relating to appeals 
shall, so far as may be, apply to appeals under this section. 


CHAPTER Xm. 

Miscellaneous. 

89. Notices to produce documents, summonses to witnesses 

Persons by whom process all Other proccsses issued in tht 

may be served. cxercise of any jurisdiction conferred on 

&e Small Cause Court by this Act, except summonses to defend- 
ants and writs of execution, may, if the Court, by general or special 
order, so directs, be served by such persons as the Court, from time 
to time, appoints in this behalf. 

90. The Small Cause Court shall keep such registers, 

and accounts, and submit to the hr’S 
Registers and returns. Statements and returns, as 

may, subject to the approval of the Local Government, be pre 
scribed by the High Court. 

91. The Small Cause Court shall comply with such requi^ 

. tions as may, from time to bme, 
slrrSL? St'tfuSrct made by the Loci Government or W 
• vernment or High Court. Court for records, returns, and s 


* See now Act V. of 1898, Ch. XXXI. and s. 3 W' 
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merits m such form and manuer as such Government or Court, as 
the case may be, thinks fit. 


92. The Small Cause Court shall, at the commencement of 
„ , . . each year, draw up a list of holidays 

Holidays and vacauons. Vacations to be observed in the 

Court, and shall submit the same tor the approval of the Local Go- 
vernment. 


Such list, when it has received such approval, shall be pub- 
lished in the local official Gazette, and the said holidays and vaca- 
tions shall be observed accordingly. 

93. The Governor-General and Members of his Council, the 
Certain persons exempt Govemors of Fort St. Gcorgc “ Bombay 
from arrest by Court. ^nd Forc William in Bengal,*^ and the 

Members of their respective Councils,! and the Chi5 Justices and 
Judges of the High Courts established under the twenty- fourth and 
twenty-fifth of Victoria, Chapter 104 ,! shall not be liable to arrest by 
order of the Small Cause Court. 

No suit to lie upon decree No Suit shall lie on any de*^» 

of Court. cree of the Small Cause Court. 


95 . Any person ordered by die Small Cause Court to be 
□, c - . imprisoned may be imprisoned in such 

Place of imprisonment. , .i. r i . r 

place as the Local Government, from 
time to time, appoints in diis behalf. 


96. If any person against whom any sitit is brought for any- 
Tender in suit for anything thing purporting to be doue by him un- 

■done under Act. der this Act has, before the institution 

of the suit, tendered sufficient amends to the plaintiff, the plaintiff 
shall not recover. 

97 . All prosecutions for anything purporting to be done un- 

Limitation of prosecutions. be commenced wilbin 

three months after the oSence was com- 
mitted. 


Substituted for “ and Bombay ** by Act VII. of 1912, 
t The words the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal have been repealed 
“tereby Act VII. of 1912. 

t The Indian High Courts Act, i86t. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 

(See section 2 .) 

Enactments repealed. 

A. — Charters of the Supre7ne Courts. 


Date. 


Extent of repeal. 

26th Mar. 1774 ... 

Charter of the Supreme Court 
at Fort William. 

Clause 21. 

36th Dec. 1800 ... 

Charter of the Supreme Court 
at Madras. 

Clause 47. 

8th Dec. 1823 

Charter of the Supreme Court 
at Bombay. 

Clause 59. 

1 

B. — Acts of the Governor-General in 

'.ouncil. 

r ‘ 

Number and year. 

Subject or short title. 

Extent of repeal. 

IX. of 1850 

1 

For the more easy recovery of 
small debts and demands in 
Calcutta; Madras, and Bom- 
bay. 

So much as has not 
been repealed. 

XX. of 1857 

To amend Act IX. of 1850 — 

The whole. 

XXVI. of 1864 ... 

To extend the jurisdiction of 
The Courts of Small Causes at 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bom- 
bay, and to provide for the 
appointment of an increased 
number of Judges of those 
Courts. 

1 So much as has not 
been repealed. 

I. of 1875 

To regulate Distresses for Rents 
in the Presidency-towns. 

The whole. 

X. of 1877* 

The Code of Civil Procedure ... 

Section 8, para. a. 

, r V rtf 


^ At the time Act XV. ot i»32 was passea, uie . 

had been repealed by the Code of Civil Procedure (Act Xly.o g, 

now in its turn, has been superseded by the new Code (Act V. 9 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE— 

(S/e seciion 2.) 

Enactmhkts repealed — ( Conlinuul), 


C, — Act of the Governor of Bombay in 

Council. 

Number and year. 

Subject. 

Extent of repeal. 

VI, of 1864 

For the better regulation of the 
diet-money of persons Impri- 
soned by the Bombay Court 
of Small Causes. 

So much as h%Ta not 
been repealed. 






ESKSIDEKCY SSIALL CAUSE- OOUKK 

THE SECOND 

Portions op Civil Procedure Code’ extending to .Gotw/'- / 
[Repealed by Act I, of t8gs> -f* 


THE THIRD SCHEDULE. 
FORMS. 


{See section jj.) 

In the Small Cause Court for 


A. B. 


(Plaintiff), 


versus. 

C. D, (Defendant). 

A.^ B. of ^ in the town of , maketh oath [or afBrmiJ 

and saith that C, .D. , of , is justlj indebted to la 

aam of Rs, for arrears of rent of the house and preinl*e< 

No. , situated at , in the town of , due for 

months to wit, from to , at the rate of Rs. P« 

mensem. 

Sworn [or affirmed] before me the day of l8 • ■ 

Judge [ot Registrar^ ; 


B. , 

( See section ^4.) 

In the Small Cause Court for • 

Form op Warrant. A- :.; 

I hereby direct yon to distrain the moveable prop«ty of C. 
bouse and prembes situate at No. , in the town of 
of Rs. and the costs of the distress, according to .V 

of Chapter VIII. of the Presidency Small Cause Courts Act. iSSa. 
the day of t8 * < 

(Signed and seated.) J " 


To S F, Bailiff and Appraiser, 


of 1882.] 
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C. 


section 59.) 

In the Smalt Cause Court for 

Form of Inventory and Notice. 

Instate particulars of proper tv seized.) 

Take notice that I have this day seized the moveable property con- 
tained m the above inventory for the sum of Rs. being the amount 

Of month’s rent due to 4. B. at last and that, unless you 

pay the amount thereof, together with the costs o; this distress within five 
days from the date hereof, or obtain an order from one of the Judges or the 
Registrar of the Small Cause Court to the contrary, the same wdl be ap- 
praised and sold pursuant to the provisions of Chapter VIII. of the Presi- 
dency Small Cause Courts Act, 1882. Dated the day of i8 . 

(Signed) E. F., 
Bailiff and Appraiser. 


To C. D. 


D. 

section 64.) 

In the Small Cause Court for 

Take notice that we have appraised the moveable property seized on 
the day of » under the provisions of Chapter VUI. or 

the Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, 1882. of which seizure and pro- 

petty a notice and inventory were duly served upon you \ or upon 
on your behalf, as the case may be) under date the , and that we 

said property will be sold on the clear days at least aft^ 

the date of the notice) at pursuant to the provisions of the. 

said Act. Dated this day of 1 ° • 

(Signed) E. F., , , , 

G.H., I , 
Bailiffs and Appraisers, ’ ' ' 


i 


/ 


To C. D. 


I 


pkestdency small cause COUBTS. [Act XV. 

the third 

1* ORMS — {concluded), 

E. 

seciion 66.) 

In the Small Cause Court for 


SCiVLB OF Fans TO BS LKVIhO IN DISTRAINTS FOR HoUSB-RSNT. 


Sums sued for. 

Affidavit 
and war- 
raijt to dis- 
train. 

Order to 
sell* 

Commis- 

sion. 

Total. 

Rs 

Rs. 


Rs. A. P. 

Rs> A. 

p. 

Rs 

A.P. 

Rs. A. P. 

I 

and under 5 


040 

0 s 

0 

0 

8 0 

I 4 

0 

5 

„ 10 


080 

0 8 

0 

I 

0 0 

2 0 

0 

10 

», IS 


080 

0 8 

0 

X 

8 0 

2 8 

0 

IS 

If 


080 

I 0 

0 

2 

0 0 

3 8 

0 

20 

» 25 


0 12 0 

I 0 

0 

2 

8 0 

4 4 

0 

25 

.. 30 

» • • 

too 

I 0 

0 

3 

0 0 

5 0 

0 

30 

.. 35 

• • • 

X 0 0 

i 0 

0 

3 

S 0 

5 8 

0 

3 S 

.1 40 


10 0 

I 8 

0 

4 

0 0 

6 8 

0 

40 

» 45 


140 

2 0 

0 

4 

8 0 

7 la 

0 

45 

» SO 


180 

2 0 

0 

5 

0 0 

8 8 

0 

50 

„ 60 

# « • 

2 0 0 

2 0 

0 

6 

0 0 

10 0 

0 

60 

„ 80 

4 4 « 

280 

2 8 

0 

6 

8 0 

II 8 

0 

80 

to 100 

« 4 • 

300 

3 0 

0 

7 

0 0 

13 0 

0 

Upwards of 100 


300 

3 0 

0 

7 

per 

••• 




1 




centum 




The above scale includes all expenses, except in suits where the tei^ 
ant disputes the landlord's claim, and witnesses have to be subpmnaea 
in which case each subpoena for sums under Rs. 40 must be paid for a 
four annas each, and twelve annas above that amount ; and also ^wher 
peons are kept in charge'of property distrained, four annas per day tnus 
be paid per man. 
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section 72.) 

Fees for Summonses amh other Processes. 


41 


or 


When the amount 
value of the subject- 
matter exceeds. 


Rs. 

0 

10 

20 

50 

100 

200 

300 

400 

coo 

600 

700 

80O 

900 

1,000 

1,100 

1,200 

1,300 

1,400 

1,500 

1,600 

1,700 

1,800 

1,900 


But does not exceed. 


Fee for sum- Fee for other 
mooses, processes. 


Rs. 

10 

20 

50 

100 

200 

300 

400 

500 

600 

700 

800 

900 

1.000 
1,100 
1,200 

1,300 

1,400 

I 500 
I 600 
I 700 

1,800 

1,900 

2.000 


Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 


o 

o 

0 

1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
2 


2 

4 


8 
o 

4 
8 
12 

o 
4 

2 8 

2 >2 

3 o 
3 4 
3 6 
3 S 
3 ^o 
3 12 

3 14 

4 o 


4 

4 

4 

4 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


o 

o 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


2 

4 

8 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


10 8 
II o 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


11 

12 
12 8 


8 O 

o o 


13 

13 

14 

14 

15 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 
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THE PRESIDENCY-TOWNS INSOLVENCY ACT 

1909 

(Act No. III. of 1909). 

(Received the G.-G.’s- Assent on the izth March 1909.) • 

Aft Act to amend the Law of Insolvency in the Presidency'towns and 

the 2 own of Rangoon. 

Whereas it is expedient to amend the law relating to insol- 
vency in the Presidency-towns and the town of Rangoon ; It ifl 
hereby enacted as follows ; — 

Preliminary. 

Short title and commence- C'^) This Act may be called the 

ment. Presidency-towns Insolvency Act, 1909. 

{2) It shall come into force on the first day of January 1910. 

. 2 . In this Act, unless there is any" 

e njtions. thing repugnant in the subject or 

context, — 

(o) “ creditor " includes a decree-holder ; 

(d) “debt" includes a judgment- debt, and “debtor” includ- 
es a judgment-debtor ; 

■(c) “ Official Assignee ” includes an acting Official 
Assignee ; 

(d) “ prescribed ” means prescribed by rules ; 

.(<)“ property ” includes any property over which or the 
profits of wnich any person has a disposing power 
which he may exercise for his own benefit ; 

(/) “ rules” means rules made under this Act ; 

(g) “ secured creditor ” includes a landlord who, under any 

enactment for the lime being in force, has a charge 
on land for the rent of that land ; 

(h) “ the Court ” means the Court exercising jurisdiction 

under this. Act; and 

(0 “ transfer of property ” includes a transfer, of any 
interest therein and any charge created thereon. 
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' / J PXRT 'L'L ’ '' 

Constitution and ^PowaRS of Court. 
yurisdtction. 

Courts having jurisdiction 3. The Courts having juiisdictioB 

n insolvency. , in insolvency under this Act shall be — 

(a) the High Courts of Judicature at Fort William, Madras, 
and Bombay, and 

{d) the Chief Court of Lower Burma. 

4. All matters in respect of which jurisdiciion is given bF 
Jurisdiction to be exercised this Act Shall be ordinarily transacts^ 
by a single Judge. and disposed of by or under the direc' 

tiOD of one of the Judges of the Court, and the Chief Justice or 
Chief Judge shall, from lime to time, assign a Judge for that 
porpose. 

. ’ 5. Subject to the provisions of this Act and of rules, the Judge 
Exercise of jurisdiction in of a Couri cxercising jurisdiction ia 
chambers. insolvency may exercise in chambers 

the whole or any part of his jurisdiction. 

6. (/) The Chief Justice or Chief Judge may, from time to 
Delegation of powers to bnie, direct that, in any matters in 
ofiBcers of Court. respect of which jurisdiction is given to 

the Court by this Act, an officer of the Court appointed by him 
in this behalf shall have all or any of the powers in this section 
mentioned ; and any order made or act done by such officer in 
the exercise of the said powers shall be deemed the order or act 
of the Court. 

(a) The powers referred to in sub-section (/) are the following, 

namely : — 

(a) to hear insolvency petitions presented by debtors, 

, and to make orders of adjudication thereon ; 

C^) to bold the public examination of insolvents ; 

(cj to make any order, or exercise any jurisdiction, which j* i 
prescribed as proper to be made or exercised in 
chambers ; 

(d) to hear and determine any unopposed or fx /cW# 
application ; 
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(e) to examine any person summoned by the Court under 
section 36. 

(5) An officer appointed under this section shall not have 
power to commit for contempt of Court. 

7. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Court shall have 
Power of Court to decide Power to decide all questions of 

all questions arisinfj in in- prioruies and all Other questions what- 
solvency. Soever, whether of law or fact, which 

may arise in any case of insolvency coming within the cognizance 
of the Court, or which the Court may deem it expedient or 
necessary to decide for the purpose of doing complete justice, 
or making a complete distribution of properly in any such case. 


J ppeah. 


Appeals in insolvency. 


8. (/) The Court may review, 
rescind, or vary any order made by It 
under its insolvency jurisdiction. 


(5) Orders in insolvency matters shall, at the instance of any 
person aggrieved, be subject to appeal as follows, namely ; — 

(a) an appeal from an order made by an officer of the Court 
empowered under section 6 shall lie to the Judge 
assigned under section 4 for the transaction and 
disposal of matters in insolvency, and no further 
appeal shall lie except by leave of such judge ; 

{b) save as otherwise provided in clause (a), an appeal 
from an order made by a Judge in the exercise of 
the jurisdiction conferred by this Act shall lie in the 
same way, and be subiect to the same provisions, 
as an appeal from an order made by a Judge in 
the exercise of the ordinary original civil jurisdiction 
of the Court. 


PART II. 

Proceedings from Act of Insolvency to Discharge. 

Acts of Insolvency. 

Acts of insolvency ^ Commits an act of in- 

solvency in each of the following cases,: 
nameiy : — ' 
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{a) if, in British India or elsewhere, he makes a transfer of 
all, or substantially all, his property to a third person 
for the benefit of his creditors generally ; 

{b) if, in British India or elsewhere, he makes a transfer of 
his property or of any part thereof with intent to 
defeat or delay his creditors; 

(r) if, in British India or elsewhere, he makes any transfer 
of his property or of any part thereof which would, 
under this or any other enactment for the time being 
in force, be void as a fraudulent preference if he 
were adjudged an insolvent; 

{d) if, with intent to defeat or delay his creditors, — 

(i) he departs or remains out of British India, 

(ii) he departs from his dwelling-house or usual place of 

business, or otherwise absents himself, 

(iii) he secludes himself so as to deprive his creditors of 

the means of communicating with him ; 

(if) if any of his property has been sold or attached for a 
period of not Jess than twenty-one days in execution 
of the decree of any Court for the payment of 
money ; 

(,/) if he petitions to be adjudged an insolvent; 

ig) if he gives notice to any of his creditors that he has 
suspended, or that he is about to suspend, payment 
of his debts ; 

(^) if he is imprisoned in execution of the decree of any 
Court for the payment of money. 

Mxplanaiion, — For the purposes of this section, the act of an 
agent may be the act of the principal, even though the agent have 
MO specific authority to commit the act. 

Order of Adjudicaiion. 

10 . Subject to the conditions specified in this Act, if a debtor 

commits an act of insolvency, an in- 
Power to adjudicate. solvency petition may be presented 

either by a creditor or by the debtor, and the Court may, on sue 
petition, make an order (hereinafter called an order of adjudication) 
adjudging him an insolvent. ■ 
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Extlanalion . — The presentation of a petition by the debtor shall 
be deemed an act of insolvency within the meaning of this section, 
and, on such petition, the Court may make an order of adjudica- 
tion. 

11. The Court shall not have juris- 
Restrictions on jurisdiction, diction to make an order of adjudica- 
tion, unless — 

(a) the debtor is, at the time of the presentation of the in- 
solvency petition, imprisoned in execution of the 
decree of a Court for the payment of money in any 
prison to which debtors are ordinarily committed by 
Uie Court in the exercise of its ordinary original 
jurisdiction ; or 

{b) the debtor, within a year before the date of the pre- 
sentation of the insolvency petition, has ordinarily 
resided or had a dwelling-house, or has carried on 
business, either in person or through an agent, 
within the limits of the ordinary original civil juris- 
diction of the Court ; or 

(f) the debtor personally works for gain within those limits ; 
or, 

{d) in the case of a petition by or against a firm of debtors, 
the firm has carried on business, within a year before 
the date of the presentation of the insolvency petition, 
within those limits. 


Conditions on which credi- 
•tor may petition. 


12. (/) A creditor shall not be 
entitled to present an insolvency petition 
against a debtor unless — 


(a) the debt owing by the debtor to the creditor, or, if two 
or more creditors join in the petition, the aggregate 
amount of debt.s owing to such creditors, amounts to 
five hundred rupees, and 

(^) the debt is a liquidated sum payable either immediately! 
or at some certain future time, and 

(0 the act of insolvency on which the petition is grounded 
has occurred within three months before the pre- 
sentation of the petition. 

( 2 ) If the petitioning creditor is a secured creditor, he shall, in 
'his petition, either state that he is willing to relinquish his security 



30 PRESIDENCY-TOWNS INSOLVENCY. [Act III. 

for the benefit of the creditors in the event of the debtor being 
adjudged insolvent, or give an estimate of the value of the security. 
In the latter case, he may be admitted as a petitioning creditor to 
the extent of the balance of the debt due to him after deducting 
the value so estimated in the same way as if he were an un- 
secured creditor. 

13. (/) A creditor’s petition shall be verified by affidavit of 
Proceedings and order on the creditor, or of some person on his- 
creditor’s petition. behalf having knowledge of the facts. . 

(a) At the hearing the Court shall require proof of — 

(a) the debt of the petitioning creditor, and 

i^b) the act of insolvency or, if more than one. act of insoivency 
is alleged in the petition, some one of the alleged 
acts of insolvency. 

(y) The Court may adjourn the hearing of the petition, and 
order service thereof on the debtor. 

(^) The Court shall dismiss the petition — 

(fl) if it is not satisfied with the proof of the facts referred 
to in sub-section (a); or 

{b) if the debtor appears and satisfies the Court that he is 
able to pay his debts, or that he has not committed 
an act of insolvency, or that, for other sufficient 
cause, no order ought to be made. 

(y) The Court may make an order of adjudication if it is satis- 
fied with the proof above referred to, or if, on a hearing adjourned 
under sub-section (y), the debtor does not appear, and service 
of the petition on him is proved, unless, in its opinion, the petition 
ought to have been presented before some other Court having 
insolvency jurisdiction. 

(d) Where the debtor appears on the petition, and denies that 
he is indebted to the petitioner, or that he is indebted to such an 
amount as would justify the petitioner in presenting a 
against him, the Court, on such , security, if any, being given as 
Court may require for payment to the petitioner of any de 
which may be established against the debtor in due course 
law, and of the costs of establishing the debt, may, mstea 
dismissing the petition, stay all proceedings on the petition 
such time as may be required for trial of' the question rela mg 
the debt. 
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(7) Where proceedings are stayed, the Cou;t may, if, by 
reason of the delay caused by the stay of proceedings or for any 
other cause, it thinks just, make an order of adjudication on the- 
petition of some other creditor, and shall thereupon dismiss, on such 
terms as it thinks just, the petition on which proceedings have- 
been stayed as aforesaid. 

(8) A creditor's petition shall not, after presentation, be with- 
drawn without the leave of the Court. 


Conditions on which debtor 
may petition* 


14. A debtor shall not be entitled' 
to present an insolvency petition un- 
less — 


(a) his debts amount to five hundred rupees, or 

(^) he has been arrested and imprisoned in execution of 
the decree of any Court for the payment of money, 
or 


(c) an order of attachment in execution of such a decree has 
been made, and is subsisting against his property. 

15. (/) A debtor's petition shall allege that the debtor is 
Proceedings and order on unable to pay his debts, and, if the 
debtor’s petition. debtor proves that he is entitled to 

present the petition, the Conn may thereupon make an order of 
adjudication unless, in its opinion, the petition ought to have been 
presented before some other Court having insolvency jurisdiction. 

(2) A debtor’s petition shall not, after presentation, be with- 
drawn without tile leave of the Court, 


16. The Court may, if it is shown to be necessary for the 
Discretionary powers as to protection of the estate, at any time 
appointment of interim re- after the presentation of an insolvency 

petition, and before an order of adjudica- 
tion is made, appoint the Official Assignee to be inkrim re- 
ceiver of the property of the debtor, or of any part thereof,, 
and direct him to take immediate possession thereof or any part 
thereof, and the Official Assignee shall thereupon have such of the ‘ 
powers conferable on a Receiver appointed under the Code of 
Civil Procedure, -1908,* as may be prescribed. 


* Act V. 1908. 
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17. On the making of an order of adjudication, the property 
Effect of order of adjudi- 0^ insolvent, wherever situate, shall 
cation. Vest in the Official Assignee, and shall 

become divisible among his creditors, and thereafter, except as 
directed by this Act, no creditor to whom the insolvent is indebted 
in respect of any debt proveable in insolvency shall, during the 
pendenev of the insolvency proceedings, have any remedy against 
the properly of the insolvent in respect of the debt, or shall com- 
mence any suit or otlier legal proceeding except with the leave of 
the Coutt, and on such terras as tiie Court may impose: 

Provideil that this section shall not affect the power of any 
secured creditor to realise or otherwise deal with his security in the 
same manner as he wauld have been entitled to realize or deal with 
it if this Section had not been passed. 

IS. (/) I'he Court may. at any time after the making of an 
„ , order of adjudication, stay any suitor 

Stay of procccd.ngs. proceeding pending against the 

insolvent before any Judge or Judges of the Court, or in any 
other Court subject to the superintendence of the Court. 

( 3 ) An order made under sub-section (/) may be served by 
sending a copy thereof, under the seal of the Court by post to 
the address for service of the plaintiff or other party prosecuting 
such suit or proceeding, and notice of such order shall be sent 
to the Court before which the suit or proceeding is pending. 

(j) Any Court in which proceedings are pending against a 
debtor may, on proof that an order of adjudication has been made 
against him under this Act, either stay the proceedings or allow 
hem to continue on such terras aa it may thinkjust. 

19. (/) If in any case the Court, having regard to the 
Power to oppoint special nature ot the debtor s estate or business, 
manager. or to the interests of the creditors gen- 

erally, is of opinion that a special manager of the estate or^ business 
ought to be appointed to assist the Official Assignee, the Court may 
appoint a manager thereof accordingly to act for such time as the 
Court may authorize, and to have such powers of the Official 
Assignee as may be entrusted to him by the Official Assignee or 
as the Court may direct. 

( 3 ) The special manager shall give security and furnish ac- 
counts in such manner as the Court may direct, and shall receive 
such remuneration as the Court may determine. 
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20. Notice ofi every order qI adjudication, stating the name, 
Advertisement of order of address, and description of the insolvent, 

adjudication. _ the date of the adjudication, trie Court 

by which the adjudication is made, and the date of presentation of 
the petition, shall be published in the Gnztiic 0 ^ and in the 

local official Gazette, and in such other manner as miy be 
prescribed. 

Annulmini of Adjudicalion. 

21. (/) Where, in the opinion of the Court, a debtor ought 

Power for Court to annul ^ave been adjudged insojvent, or 

adjudication in certain cases, where it 13 proved to the satisfaction of 
the Court that the debts of the insolvent are paid in full, the 
Court may, on the application of any person interested, by order 
annul the adjudication. 

{ 2 ) For the purposes of this sectiou, any debt disputed by a 
debtor shall be considered as paid in full if the debtor enters into 
a bond, in such sum and with such sureties as the Court approves, 
to pay the amount to be recovered in any proceeding for the re- 
covery of or concerning the debt with costs, and any debt due to a 
creditor who cannot be found, or cannot be identified, shall be 
considered as paid in full if paid into Court. 


22. Where it is proved to the satisfaction of the Court that 
Concurrent proceedings in insolvency proceedings are pending in 
British Courts. any Other Britisti Court, whether within 

or without British India, against the same debtor, and that the 
property of the debtor can be more conveniently distributed by’ 
such other Court, the Court may annul the adjudication, or may 
stay all proceedings thereon. 


23, (/) Where an adjudication is annulled, all sales and 

Pr.ce,di„B.„„a„„„tae«l. P™P“«y payments 

duly made, and all acts theretofore 

done, by the Official Assignee or other person acting under his 
authority, or by the Court, shall be valid, but the property of the 
debtor who was adjudged insolvent shall vest in such person as 
the Court may appoint, or, in default of any such appointment, 
shall revert to the debtor to the extent of his right or interest 
therein, on such terms and subject to such conditions (if any) as the 
Court may declare by order. 

Where a debtor has been released from custody under 
me provisions of this Act, and the order of adjudication is annulled 
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as aforesaid, the Court may, if it thinks fit, re-commit the debtor 
to his former custody, and tJie jailor or keeper of the prison to 
%vfaose custody such debtor is so re-committed shall receive such 
debtor into l«is custody according to such re-commitment, and 
thereupon all processes which were in force against the person of 
aucu debtor at the lime of such release as aforesaid sliall be 
deemed to be still In force against him as if suen order had not 
been made. 

( 7 ) Notice of die order .annulling an adjudication shall be 
published in the Gastite of /ruita, and in the local official Gazette, 
and m such odter manner as may be prescribed. 


Procudings contequent on Order of Adjudicalion. 

24. (/) VVhere an order of adjudication is made against a 

, , , , . , debtor, he shall prepare and submit to 

. .eh.dul.. , ^ 

davit, in such form, and containing snen particulars of, and in re- 
lation to, ids affair? as may be prescrib-id. 


(3) The schedule shall be so submitted within t!ie following 
times, namely : — 

(o) if the ordt*r is made on the petition of the debtor, within 
thirty days from the d.ate of the order, 

(^) if the order is made on the petition of a creditor, within 
thirty days from the date of service of the order. 

(y) If the insolvent fails, without reasonable excuse, to comply 
with the requirements of this section, the Court may, on the ap- 
plication of the Official Assignee or of any creditor, make an 
order for his committal to the civil prison. 

(jf) If the insolvent fails to prepare and submit any such 
schedule as aforesaid, the Official Assignee may, at the expense of 
the estate, cause such a schedule to be prepared in manner pre- 
scribed. 


25. (/) Any insolvent, who shall have submitted his schedule 
_ . , as aforesaid, may apply to the Court for 

Protection-order. protection, and the Court may, on such 

application, make an order for the protection of the insolvent from 
arrest or detention. 

(3) A protection-order may apply, either to all the debts uiei^ 
tioned in the schedule, or to any of them, as the Court may think 
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proper, and may commence and take edect at and for such time as 
the Court may direct, and may be revoked or renewed as the Court 
may think fit. 

(j) A protection-order shall protect the insolvent from being’ 
arrested or detained in prison tor any debt to whicii such order 
shall apply, and any insolvent arrest' d or detained contrary to the 
terms of such order shall be entitled to his release : 

Provided that no such order shall operate to prejudice the 
right of any creditor in the event of such order being revoked 
or the adjudication annulled. 

(.jt) Any creditor shall be entitled to appear and oppose the 
grant of a proiection-crder, but the insolvent shall be fnmd facis 
entitled to such order on production (>f a certificate signed by the 
Official Assignee that he has so far conformed to the provisions of 
this Act, 

{5) The Court may make a proU ction-order before an in- 
solvent hiS submitted his schedule li it tliitiks it necessary to do so 
in the interests of the creditors. 


20 . (/) At any time after the making of an order of adjudi- 
,, cation against an insolvent, the Court, 

^ r.n the application oi a creditor or of 

the Official Assignee, may direct that a meeting of creditors shall 
be held to consider the circumstances of tiie insolvency and the 
insolvent's schedule and his e.Yplanation thereof, and, generally, 
as to the mode of dealing with the property of the ins-dvent. 

(2) With respect to the summoning of, and proceedings at, 
a meeting of creditors, the rules in the First Schedule shall be 
observed. 


27. (/) Where the Court makes an order of adjudication, 
, Public examination of the shall hold a public sitting on a day to 
insolvent, be appointed by the Court, of which 

notice shall be given to creditors in ihe prescribed manner, for the 
examination of the insolvent, and the insolvent shall attend thereat, 
and shall be examined as to his conduct, dealings, and property. 

(3) The e.xamination shall be held as soon as conveniently 
®aay be after the expiration of the time for the filing of the insol- 
vent s schedule. 


(5) Any creditor who has tendered a proof or a legal pr 
itoner on his behalf may question the insolvent concerning 
attairs and the causes of his failure. 
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{4) The Official Assignee shall take part in the examination of 
the insolvent, and for the purpose thereof, subject to such directions 
as the Court may give, may be represented by a legal practitioner. 

( 5 ) The Court may put such questions to the insolvent as 
it may think expedient. 

(d) The insolvent shall be examined upon oath, and it shall 
be his duty to answer all such questions as the Court may put or 
allow to be put to him. Such notes of the examination as the 
Court thinks proper shall be taken down in writing, and shall be 
read over either to or by the insolvent, and signed by him, and 
may thereafter be used in evidence against him, and shall be open 
to the inspection of any creditor at all reasonable times. 

(^) When the Court is of opinion that the affairs of the 
Insolvent have been sufficiently Investigated, it shall, by order, 
declare that his examination is concluded, but such order shall 
not preclude the Court from directing further examination of 
the insolvent whenever it may deem fit to do so. 

{8) Where the insolvent is a lunatic, or suffers from any 
such mental or physical affliction or disability as, in the opinion of 
the Court, makes him unfit to attend his public examination, or is a 
woman who, according to the customs and manners of the country, 
ought not to be compelled to appear in public, the Court may 
make an order dispensing with such examination, or directing that 
the insolvent be examined on such terms, in such manner, and at 
such place, as to the Court seems expedient. 

Composiiion and Schsmes 0/ Arrangment. 

28. (/) An insolvent may, at any time after the making of an 
Submission of proposal, and Order of adjudication, submit a proposal 
acceptance by creditors. for a composition in satisfaction of his 

debts, or a proposal for a scheme of arrangement of his affairs in 
the prescribed form, and such proposal shall be submitted by the 
Official Assignee to a meeting of creditors. 

{2) The Official Assignee shall send to each creditor who is 
mentioned in the schedule, or who has tendered a proof before 
the meeting, a copy of the insolvent's proposals with a report there- 
on, and, if, on the consideration of such proposal, the majority m 

number and three-fourths in value of all the creditors whose debts 

are proved resolve to accept the proposal, the same shall be 
deemed to be duly accepted by the creditors. 
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(5) The insolvent may, at the meeting, amend the terms of 
his proposal it the amendment is, in the opinion of the Official 
Assignee, calculated to benefit the general body of creditors. 

{^) Any creditor v.'ho has proved his debt may assent to, or dissent 
from, the proposal by a letter m t'tie prescribed form addressed to the 
Official Assignee so as to be received by him nut later than the day 
preceding the meeting, and any such assent or dissezu shall have effect 
as if the creditor bad been present, and had voted at the meeting. 

29 . (/j The insolvent or the Official Assignee m.ay, after 
Approval of propoial by tise proposal is accepted by the creditors, 
Court. ‘tpply to the Court to approve it, and 

notice of die lime appointed for iiearing the application shall be 
given to each creditor who has proved, 

(2) Escepi where an estate is being summarily administered or 
special leave of the Court has been obtained, the application shall not 
be heard until after the conclusion of the public e-Yammaiion of the 
insolvent. Any creditor vvho has proved may be heard by tiie Court 
in opposition to the application notwithstaaomg that he may, at a 
meeting of creditors, have voted for the acceptance of the proposal, 

(j) The Court shall, before approving the proposal, bear a 
report of the Official Assignee as to the terms thereof, and as to 
the conduct of the insolvent and any objections vriiich may be 
made by or on behalf of any creditor. 

(4) Where ttie Court is of opinion that the terms of tue pro- 
posal are not reasonable, or are not caicuiated to beuefu the 
general body of creditors, or in any case in which Uie Court is 
required to refuse the insolvent's disctiarge, the Court shall reluse 
to approve the proposal. 

is) Where any facts are proved on proof of whicli the Court 
would be required either to refuse, suspend, or attach conditions to 
the debtor's discharge, the Court shall refuse to approve the 
proposal unless it provides reasonable security for payment of 
not less than four annas in the rupee on all the unsecured debts 
proveable against the debtor’s estate. 

(d) No composition or scheme shall be approved by the Court 
which does not provide for the payment, in priority to other debts, 
ot all debts directed to be so paid in the distribution of the pronertv 

of an insolvent. t' 

(7) In any other case the Court may either approve or refuse 
to approve the proposal. 
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30. (/) If the Court approves the proposal, the terms shall 

Order on approval. embodied in an order of the Court, 

and an order shall be made annulling 
the adjudication, and the provisions of section 23 , sub-sections 
(/) and (j), shall thereupon apply, and the composition or scheme 
shall be binding on all the creditors so far as relates to any debt 
due to them from the insolvent and proveable in insolvency. 

( 2 ) The provisions of the composition or scheme may be 
enforced by the Court on application by any person interested, 
and any disobedience of an order of the Court made on the ap- 
plication shall be deemed a contempt of Court. 

31. (/) If default is made in the' payment of any instalment 
Power to re-adjudge debtor due in pursuance of any composition 

insolvent. or scheme approved as aforesaid, or if 

it appears to the Court that the composition or scheme cannot 
proceed without injustice or undue delay, or that the approval of 
the Court was obtained by fraud, the Court may, if it thinks fit, on 
application by any person interested, re-adjudge the debtor insol- 
vent, and annul the composition or scheme, and the property of the 
debtor shall thereupon vest in the Official Assignee, but without 
prejudice to the validity of any transfer or payment duly made, or 
of anything duly done, under or in pursuance of the composition 
or scheme. 

( 2 ) Where a debtor is re-adjudged insolvent under sub-section 
(/), all debts proveable in other respects which have been contracted 
before the date of such re-adjudication shall be proveable in the 
insolvency. 

32. Notwithstanding the acceptance and approval of a com- 
Limitation of effect of com- position or Scheme, the cornposition or 

position or scheme. scheme shall not be binding on any 

creditors so far as regards a debt or liability from which under the 
provisions of this Act, the insolvent would not be discharged by an 
order of discharge in insolvency unless the creditor assents to the 
composition or scheme. 


Control over Person and Property of Insolvent. 


33. (/) Every insolvent shall, unless prevented by sickness or 

^ . . other sufficient cause, attend any ineeting 

Duties of insolvent as to thp Official As- 

discovcry and realisation of of hlS creditors whiC and 

property. signee may require him to attend. 
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shall submit to such examination, and give such information, as the 
meeting may require. 

{2) The insolvent shall — 

(a) give such inventory of his property, such list of his 
creditors and debtors, and of the debts due to and 
from them respectively, 

(5) submit to such examination in respect of his pro- 
perty or his creditors, 

(c) wait at such times and places on the Official Assignee 
or special manager, 

(d) execute such powers-of-attorney, transfers, and instru- 
ments, and 

(0 generally do all such acts and things in relation to his 
property and the distribution of the proceeds amongst 
his creditors, 

as may be required by the Official Assignee or special manager, 
or may be prescribed, or be directed by the Court by any special 
order or orders made in reference to any particular case, or made 
on the occasion of any special application by the Official Assignee 
or special manager, or any creditor or person interested. 

(j) The insolvent shall aid, to the utmost of his power, in the 
realisation of his property and the distribution of the proceeds 
among his creditors. 

(^) If the insolvent wilfully fails to perform the duties imposed 
upon him by this section, or to deliver up possession to the Official 
Assignee of any part of his property, which is divisible amongst his 
creditors under this Act, and which is for the time being in his 
possession or under his control, he shall, in addition to any other 
punishment to which he may be subject, be guilty of a contempt 
of Court, and may be punished accordingly. 

34 . (/) The Court may, either of its own motion, or at the 
Arrest ofinsolvent instance of the Official Assignee or of 

' any creditor, by warrant addressed 

to any police-officer or prescribed officer of he Court, cause an 
j msolvent to be arrested, and committed to the civil prison, ori if 
I Prison, to be detained until such time as the Court may order, 
i, '^Ader the following circumstances, namely 
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(a) if it appears to the Court that there is probable reason 
for believing that he has absconded or is about to 

of avoiding examinadon L 
respect of his affairs, or of otherwise avoiding, de- 

agZf, hTmTcr“™"'"* 


(3) if 


It appears _ to the Court that there is probable reason 
for believing that he is about to remove his property 
with a view of preventing or delaying possession 
being taken of It by the Official Assignee, or that 
there is probable reason for believing that he has 
concealed or is about to conceal or destroy any of 
his property or any books, documents, or writings 
which i^ight be of use to his creditors in the 
course of his insolvency 


or 


(c) if he removes any property in his possession above the 

value of fifty rupees without the leave of the Official 
Assignee. 


( 2 ) No payment or composition made or security given after 
u^der this section shall be exempt from the provisions 
of this Act relating to fraudulent preferences. 


35. Where the Official Assignee has been appointed interim 
Re-direction of letters. receiver, or an order of adjudication is 
,. „ ... . made, the Court, on the application of 

the Official Assignee, may, from time to time, order that, for such 
time, not exceeding^ three months, as the Court thinks fit, all post 
letters, whether registered or unregistered, parcels, and money 
orders addressed to the debtor at any place or places mentioned in 
me order for re-direction, shall be re-directed, 01 delivered by the 
Postal authorities in British India to the Official Assignee, or other- 
wise as the Court directs; and the same shall be done accordingly. 


36. (/) The Court may, on the application of the Official 
Discovery of insolvent’s Assignee, or of any creditor who has 
property. ^ ^ ^ proved his debt, at any time after an 

order of adjudication has been made, summon before it, in such 
manner as may be prescribed, the insolvent or any person known 
or suspected to have in his possession any property belonging 
to the insolvent, or supposed to be indebted to the insolvent, or 
any person whom the Court may deem capable of giving inform- 
ation respecting the insolvent, his dealings, or property; and the 
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Court may require any such person to produce any documents in his 
•custody or power relating to the insolvent, his dealings, or property. 

(2) If any person so summoned, after having been tendered 
a reasonable sum, refuses to come before the Court at the time 
appointed, or refuses to produce any such document, having no 
lawful impediment made known to the Court at the time of its 
sitting and allowed by it, the Court may, by warrant, cause him. 
to be apprehended and brought up for examination. 

(y) The Court may examine any person so brought before 
it concerning the insolvent, his dealings, or property, and such 
person may be represented by a legal practitioner. 

If, on the examination of any such oerson, the Court is 
satisfied that he is indebted to the insolvent, the Court may, on 
the application of the Official Assignee, order him to pay to the 
Official Assignee, at such time and in such manner as to the 
Court seems expedient, the amount in which he is indebted, or 
any part thereof, either in full discharge of the whole amount or 
not, as the Court thinks fit, with or without costs of the examination. 

(5) If, on the examination of any such person, the Court is 
satisfied that he has in his possession any property belonging to 
the insolvent, the Court may, on the application of the Official 
Assignee, order him to deliver to the Official Assignee that pro- 
perty, or any part thereof, at such time, in such manner, and on 
such terms, as to the Court may seem just. 

(6) Orders made under sub-sections (^) and (5) shall be 
executed in the same manner as decrees for the payment of 
money, or for the delivery of property, under the Code of Civi 
Procedure, 1908,* respectively, 

(7) Any person making any payment or delivery in pur- 
suance of an order made under sub-section (^) or sub-section (i) 
shall, by such payment or delivery, be discharged from all liability 
whatsoever in respect of such debt or property. 

37. The Court shall have the same powers to issue com- 
. Power to issue commis-. missions and letters of request for the 

examination on commission or other- 
wise of any person liable to examination under section 36 as it has 
for the examination of witnesses under the Code of Civil Proce- 
dure, 1908.* 


* Act 'V. ot 1908. 
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Discharge of Insolvent. 


38 . (/) An insolvent may, at any time after the order of 

! Discharge of insolvent. adjudication, apply to the Court for an 

order of discharge, and the Court shall' 
appoint a day for hearing the application, but, save where the 
public examination of the insolvent has been dispensed with 
under the provisions of this Act, the application shall not be 
heard until after such examination has been concluded. The ap- 
plication shall be heard in open Court. 


(2) On the hearing of the application, the Court shall take 
into consideration any report of the Official Assignee as to the 
insolvent's conduct and affairs, and, subject to the provisions of 
section 39, may — 


(a) grant or refuse an absolute order of discharge, or 
(( 5 ) suspend the operation of the order for a specified time, or 

(f) grant an order of discharge subject to any conditions 
with respect to any earnings or income which may 
afterwards become due to the insolvent, or with res- 
pect to his after-acquired property. 


39. (/) The Court shall refuse the discharge in all cases 
Cases in which the Court vvhere the insolvent has committed any 
must refuse an absolute dis- offence under this Act, or under sec- 
charge. ^24 of the Indian Penal. 

Code,* and shall, on proof of any of the facts hereinafter men- 
tioned, either — 

(<j) refuse the discharge ; or 

f ( 3 ) suspend the discharge for a specified time ; or 

(c) suspend the discharge until a dividend of not less than 

four annas in the rupee has been paid to the cre- 
ditors ; 

(d) require the insolvent as a condition of his discharge to 

consent to a decree being passed against him in 
favour of the Official Assignee for any balance or 
part of any balance of the debts proveable under 
the insolvency which is not satisfied at the date 0 
his discharge ; such balance or part of any balance 
of the debts to be paid out of the future earnings- 


* Act XLV. of i85o. 
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or after-acquired property of the insolvent in such 
manner and subject to such conditions as the 
Court may direct; but, in tliat case, the decree 
shall not be executed without leave of the Court 
which leave may be given on proof that the insol- 
vent has, since his discharge, acquired properly or 
income available for payment of his debts. 

(2) The facts hereinbefore referred to are — 

(a) that the insolvent's assets are not of a value equal to 
four annas in the rupee on the amount nr his un- 
secured liabilities unless he sa'isfies the Court that 
the fact, tiiat ilie assess ,’fo not of such value, has 
arisen from circumstances for which he cannot justly 
be held responsible ; 

{d) that the insolvent has omitted to keep such books of 
account as are usual and proper iu the business 
carried on by him and as sufficiently disclose his 
business transactions and financial position within the 
three years immediately preceding liis insolvency ; 

{c) that the insolvent has continued to trade after knowing 
himself to be insolvent ; 

(jd) that the insolvent has contracted any debt proveable 
under this Act without having, at the time of con- 
tracting it, any reasonable or prob.ablc ground of 
expectation (the burden of proving which shall 
lie on him) that he would be able to pay it ; 

(e) that the insolvent has failed to account satisfactorily for 
any loss of assets, or for any deficiency of assets, to 
meet his liabilities; 

(/ ) that the insolvent has brought on or contributed to his 
insolvency by rash or hazardous speculations or by 
unjustifiable extravagance in living, or by gambling, 
or by culpable neglect of his business affairs ; 

(g) that the insolvent has put any of his creditors to unneces- 
sary expense by a frivolous or vexatious defence to 
any suit properly brought against him ; 

(A) that the insolvent has, v/ithin three months preceding 
the time of presentation of the petition, incurred 
unjustifiable expense by bringing a frivolous or 
vexatious suit ; 
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(z) that the insolvent has, within three months preceding the 
date of the presentation of the petition, when unable 
to pay his debts as they become due, given an 
undue preference to any of bis creditors; 

(/) that the insolvent has concealed or removed his books 
or his property or any part thereof, or has been 
guilty of any other fraud or fraudulent breach of 
trust. 

(j) The power of suspending and of attaching conditions to 
an insolvent’s discharge may be exercised concurrently. 

(^) On any application for discharge, the report of the Official 
Assignee shall be prinui-facie evidence, and the Court may presume 
the correctness of any statement contained therein. 

<3:0. Notice of the appointment by the Court of the day for 
Hearing of application for hearing the application for discharge 
discharge. shall be published in the prescribed 

manner, and sent one month at least before the day so appointed 
to each creditor who has proved, and the Court may hear the 
Official Assignee, and may also hear any creditor. At the hearing 
the Court may put such questions to the insolvent and receive such 
evidence as it may think fit. 

41. If an insolvent does not appear on the day so appointed 
Power to annul adjudica* for hearing his application for discharge, 

tion on failure to apply for or if an insolvent shall not apply to 
discharge. Court for an order of discharge 

, within such time as may be prescribed, the Court, on the ap- 
plication of the Official Assignee or of a creditor, or of its own 
*' motion, may annul the adjudication, or make such other order as 
it may think fit, and the provisions of section 23 shall apply on 
such annulment. 

42. (/) Where the Court refuses the discharge of the insol- 
Renewal of application and vent, it may, after such time and in 

variation of terms of order. such circumstances as may be pres- 
cribed, permit him to renew his application. 

( 2 ) Where an order of discharge is made subject to condi- 
tions, and, at any time after the expiration of two years from the 
date of the order, the insolvent shall satisfy the Court that there is 
no reasonable probability of his being in a position to comply witn 
the terms of such order, the Court may modify the terms o£ the 
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order, or of any substituted order, in such manner, and upon such 
conditions, as it may think fit. 

43 . A discharged insolvent shall, notwithstanding his dis- 
Duty of discharged in- charge, give such assistance _as the Offi- 
solvent to assist in realisa- cial Assignee may require m the reau- 
tion of property. sation and distribution of such of his 

property as is vested in the Official Assignee, and, if he fails to do 
so, shall be guilty of a contempt of Court ; and the Court may 
also, if it thinks "fit, revoke his discharge but without prejudice to 
the validity of any sale, disposition, or payment duly made or thing 
duly done subsequent to the discharge, but before its revo- 
cation. 


r. , , 44. In either of the following 

fraudulent settlements. , . ” 

cases, that is to say — 

(/) in the case of a settlement made before and in con- 
sideration of marriage where the settler is not, at the 
time of making tiie settlement, able to pay all his 
debts wiihout the aid of the property comprised in 
the Settlement ; cr, 

(5) in the case of any covenant or contract made in con- 
sideration of marriage for the future seuleraent on or 
for the settler’s wife or children of any money or 
property wherein he had not, at the date of his mar- 
riage, any estate or interest (not being money or 
property of, or in right of, his wife) ; 

if the settler is adjudged insolvent or compounds or arranges 
with his creditors, and it appears to the Court that the settlement 
convenant, or contract was made in order to defeat or delay cre- 
ditors, or was unjustifiable, having regard to the state of the set- 
tler’s affairs at the time when it was made, the Court may refuse 
or suspend an order of discharge, or grant an order subject to 
conditions, or refuse to approve a composition or arrangement. 

Effect of order of discharge. ,, discharge 

shall not release the insolvent from — 

(a) any debt due to the Crown ; 

(^) any debt or liability incurred by means of any fraud 
or fraudulent breach of trust to which he was a 
party; or 
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{c) any debt or liability in respect of which he has obtained 
forbearance by any fraud to which he was a party; or 

(d) any liability under an order for maintenance made 
under section 488 of the Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure, 1898.® 

(3) Save as otherwise provided by sub-section (/), an order 
of discharge shall release the insolvent from all debts provaable in 
Insolvency. 

(5) An order of discharge shall be conclusive evidence of 
the insolvency, and or the validity of the proceedings therein. 

(./) An order of discharge shall not release any person who, 
at the date of the presentation of the petition, was a partner or 
co-trustee with the insolvent, or was jointly bound, or had made 
any joint contract with him, or any person who was surety, or in 
the nature of a surety, for him. 


PART III, 


Administration of Property. 


Proof of Bibis. 


46 . 


Debts proveabJe in insol- 
vency. 


(7) Demands in the nature of unliquidated damages 
arising otherwise than by reason of a 
contract or breach of trust shall not be 
proveable in insolvency. 


(2) A person having notice of the presentation of any insol- 
vency petition by or against the debtor shall not prove for any debt 
or liability contracted by the debtor subsequently to the date Oi 
his so having notice. 

(5) Save as provided by sub-sections (/) and (2), all debts 
and liabilities, present or future, certain or contingent, to which the 
debtor is subject when he is adjudged an insolvent, or to whiclr 
he may become subject before his discharge by reason of any obli- 
gation incurred before the date of such adjudication, shall e 
deemed to be debts proveable in insolvency. 

U) An estimate shall be made by the OfBcial Assignee of the 
value of any debt or liability proveable as aforesaid which, y 
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reason of its being subject to any contingency or contingencies, 
or -for any other reason, does not bear a certain value : 

Provided that, if, in his opinion, the value of the debt or liability 
is incapable of being fairly estimated, he shall issue a certificate to 
that effect, and thereupon the debt or liability shall be deemed to 
be a debt not proveable in insolvency. 

Explanation. — For the purposes of this section “liability” 
includes any compensation for work or labour done, any obligation 
or possibility of an obligation to pay money or money’s worth on 
the breach of any express or implied covenant, contract, agree- 
ment, or undertaking, whether the breach does or does not occur, 
or is or is not likely to occur, or capable of occurring, before the 
discharge of the debtor, and generally it includes any express or 
implied engagement, agreement, or undertaking to pay, or capable 
of resulting in the payment of, money or money’s worth, whether 
the payment is, as respects amount, fixed or unliquidated ; as 
respects time, present or future, certain or dependent on any con- 
tingency or contingencies ; as to mode of valuation, capable of 
being ascertained by fixed rules, or as matter of opinion. 

47. Where there have been mutual dealings between an in- 
Mutual dealings and set- solvent and a creditor proving or claim- 

ing to prove a debt under this Act, an 
account shall be taken of what is due from the one party to the 
other in respect of such mutual dealings, and the sum due from the 
one party shall be set-off against any sum due from the other 
party, and the balance of the account, and no more, shall be 
claimed or paid on either side respectively : 

Provided that a person shall not be entitled under this section 
to claim the benefits of any set-off against the property of an insol- 
vent in any case where he had, at the time of giving credit to the 
insolvent, notice of the presentation of any insolvency petition by 
or against him. 

48. With respect to the mode of proving debts, the right 

Rules as to proof of debts. secured and other creditors,. 

the admission and rejection of proofs, 
and the other matters referred to in the Second Schedule, the rules 
m that schedule shall be observed. 

49. (/). In the distribution of the property of the insolvent*- 

Priority of debts priority to all 

other debts — 
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(a) all debts due to the Crown or to any local authority; 

id) all salary or wages of any clerk, servant, or labourer 
in respect of services rendered to the insolvent during 
four months before the date of the presentation of 
the petition, not exceeding three hundred rupees for 
each such clerk, and one hundred rupees for each 
such servant or labourer, and 

(c) rent due to a landlord from the insolvent : provided the 
amount payable under this clause shall not exceed 
one month\rent. 

(a) The debts specified in sub-section (/) shall rank equally 
between tiiemselves, and shall be paid in full, unless the property 
of the insolvent is insufficient to meet them, in which case they 
shall abate in equal p.-oportions between themaelvss. 

(j) Subject to the retention of such .sums as may be neces- 
sary for the expenses of administration or otherwise, the debts spe- 
cified in sub-section (i) shall be discnarged forthwith in so far as 
the property of the inoolveru is sufficient to meet them. 

i^) In the case of partners, the partnership-property shall be 
applicable in the first instance in payment of the partnership-debt 
and the separate property of each partner shall be applicable in 
the first instance in payment of his separate debts. Waere there 
is a surplus of tiie separate property of the partners, it shall be 
dealt with as part of the paarnership-property ; and where there is a 
surplus Of the pirtnersuip-property, it snail be dealt with as part 
of the respective separate property in proportion to the rights and 
Interests of each partner in the partnership-property. 

( 5 ) Subject to the provisions of this Act, all debts proved 
in insolvency shall be paid rateably according to the amounts of 
such debts respectively and without any preference. 

(5) Where there is any surplus after payment of the foregoing 
debts, it shall be applied in payment of interest from the date on 
which the debtor is adjudged an insolvent at the rate of six per 
centum per annum on all debts proved in the insolvency. 

50. After an order of adjudication has been made, no distress 
Rent due before adjudica- for rent due before such order shall e 
tion. made upon the goods or effects of the 

insolvent, unless the order be annulled, but the landlord or party 
to whom the rent may be due shall be entitled to prove in respect 
of such rent. 
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Property available Jor Payment of Debts, 

51. The insolvency of a debtor, whether the same takes place 

on the debtor’s own petition or upon that 
Relation of assignee's title ^ ^ creditor or creditors, shall be deem^ 

ed to have relation back to, and to commence at, — 

(a) the time of the commission of the act of insolvency on 
which an order of adjudication is made against him, 
or, 

{b) if the insolvent is proved to have committed more acts 
of insolvency than one, the time of the first of the acts 
of insolvency proved to have been committed by the 
insolvent within three months nest preceding the 
date of the presentation of the insolvency petition : 

Provided that no insolvency petition or order of adjudication- 
shall be rendered invalid by reason of any act of insolvency com- 
mitted anterior to the debt of the petitioning creditor. 

52. (/) The property of the insolvent divisible amongst his 
Description fof insolvent’s Creditors, and in this Act referred to as the 
property divisible amongst property of the insolvent, shall not com- 
creditors. pj.}gg following particulars, namely — 

(a) property held by the insolvent on trust for any other 

person ; 

(b) the tools (if any) of his trade and the necessary wearing 

apparel, bedding, cooking vessels, and furniture 0 ^ 
himself, his wife, and children, to a value, inclusive 
of tools and apparel and other necessaries as aforesaid, 
not exceeding three hundred rupees in the whole. 

( 2 ) Subject as aforesaid, the property of the insolvent shall 
comprise the following particulars, namely — 

(fl) all such property as may belong to, or be vested in, the 
insolvent at the commencement of the insolvency, or 
may be acquired by, or devolve on, him before his 
discharge ; 

(^) the capacity to exercise, and to take proceedings for 
exercising, all such powers in or over, or in respect 
of, property as might have been exercised by the 
insolvent for his own benefit at the commencement 
of his insolvency or before his discharge ; and 



•30 


PRBSIDEKCY-TOWNS INSOLVENCY. 


[Act m. 


(f) all goods, being, at the commencement of the insol- 
vency, in the possession, order, or disposition of the 
insolvent, in his trade or business by the consent and 
permission of the true owner, under such circums- 
tances that he is the reputed owner thereof: 

Provided that things in action other than debts due or grow- 
ing due to the insolvent in the course of his trade or business shall 
not be deemed goods within the meaning of clause {c) 

Provided also that the true owner of any goods .which have 
become divisible among the creditors of the insolvent under the 
provisions of clause (t) may prove for the value of such goods. 

Effect of Insolvency on Antecedent Transactions, 

53. (/) Where execution of a decree has issued against the 
Restriction of rights of ere- property of a debtor, no person shall be 

ditor under execution. entitled to the benefit of the execution 

against the Official Assignee, except in respect of assets realized in 
the course of the execution by sale or otherwise before the date 
of the order of adjudication, and before he had notice of the pres- 
entation of any insolvency petition by or against the debtor. 

( 2 ) Nothing in this section shall affect the right of a secured 
creditor in respect of property against which a decree is executed. 

(y) A person who, in good faith, purchases the property of a 
debtor under a sale in execution shall in all cases acquire a good 
title to it against the Official Assignee. 

54. Where execution of a decree has issued against any 
Duties of Court executing property of a debtor which is saleable m 

decree as to property taken execution, and, before the sale thereot, 
in execution. notice is given to the Court executing the 

decree that an order of adjudication has been made against the 
debtor, the Court shall, on application, direct the property, if in 
the possession of the Court, to be delivered to the Official Assignee, 
but the costs of the execution shall be a first charge on the property 
so delivered, and the Official Assignee may sell the property or an 
adequate part thereof for the purpose of satisfying the charge. 

55. Any transfer of property, not being a transfer made before 
Avoidance of voluntary and in consideration of marriage, 

transfer. made in favour of a purchaser or incum- 

- brancer in good faith, and for valuable consideration, shall, if the 



of 1909.3 


PRESIDENCY-TOWN’S INSOLVENCY. 


3 * 


transferor is adjudged insolvent within two years after the date of 
the transfer, be void against the Official Assignee. 

56. (/) Every transfer of property, every payment made. 
Avoidance of preference in every obligation incurred, and every 

certain cases. Judicial proceeding taken or suffered by 

any person unable to pay his debts as they become due from his 
own money in favour of any creditor, with a view of giving that 
creditor a preference over the other creditors, shall, if sucb person 
is adjudged insolvent on a petition presented within three months 
after the date thereof, be deemed fraudulent and void as against the 
Official Assignee. 

(a) This section shall not affect the rights of any person 
making title in good faitii and for valuable consideration through 
or under a creditor of the insolvent. 

57 . Subject to the foregoing provisions with respect to the 

Protection of 6oud fide of insolvency on an esecuUon, and 

transactions. with respect to the avoidance of certain 

transfers and preferences, nothing in this Act shall invalidate, in 
the case of an insolvency — 

(a) any payment by the insolvent to any of his creditors; 

(d) any payment or delivery to the insolvent; 

(c) any transfer by the insolvent for valuable consideration; 

or 

(d) any contract or dealing by or with the insolvent for valu- 

able consideration : 

Provided that any such transaction takes place before the date 
of the order of adjudication, and that the person with whom such 
ransaction takes place has not at the time notice of the presentation 
)f any insolvency petition by or against the debtor. 

liealtsalion of Property, 

58. (r) The Official Assignee shall, as soon as may be, take 
Possession of property by possession of the deeds, books, and docu- 
Officiai Assignee. ments of the insolvent and all other parts 

ot his property capable of manual delivery. 

( 2 ) The Official Assignee shall, in relation to, and for the pur- 
pose of acquiring or retaining possession of, the property of the 
msolvent, be in the same position as if he were a receiver of the 
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properly appointed under the Code of Civil Procedure, igoS* and 
the Court may, on his application, enforce such acquisition or 
reiention accordingly. 

(j) Where any part of the property of the insolvent consists 
stock, shares in ships, shares, or any otlier property transferable in 
the books of any company, office, or person, the Official Assignee 
may exercise the right to transfer the property to the same extent as 
the insolvent might have exercised it if he had not become insolvent. 

(^) Where any part of the property of the insolvent consists of 
things m action, such tilings shall be deemed to have been duly 
transferred to the Official, Assignee. 

( 5 ) Any treasurer or other officer, or any banker, attorney, or 
agent of an insolvent, shall pay and deliver to the Official Assignee 
all money and securities in his possession or power as such officer, 
banker, attorney, or agent, which he is not by law entitled to re- 
tain as against the insolvent or the Official Assignee. If he fails so 
to do, he shall be guilty of a contempt of Court, and shall be punish- 
able accordingly on the application of the Official Assignee. 

59- (/) The Court may grant a warrant to any prescribed 
Seizure of property of in. officer of the Court or any police-officer 
solvent. above ihe rank of a constable to seize 

any part of the property of an insolvent in the custody or possession 
of the insolvent, or of any other person, and, with a view to such 
seizure, to break open any house, building, or room of the insol- 
vent where the insolvent is supposed to be, or any building or re- 
ceptacle of die insolvent where any of his property is supposed to be. 


( 2 ) Where the Court is satisfied that there is reason to believe 
that property of the insolvent is concealed in a house or place not 
belonging to him, the Conn may, if it thinks fit, grant a search- 
warrant to any such officer as aforesaid, who may execute it accord- 
ing to its tenor. 


60. (/) Where an insolvent is an officer of the Army or Navy, 

. • c t or of His Maiesty's Royal Indian Marine 

Appropriation or portion of ..1 j j j 

pay or other income to ere- Service, or an officer or clerk or olnerw^ 
ditors. employed or engaged in the civil service, 

of the Crown, the Official Assignee shall receive for distribution 
amongst the creditors so much of the insolvent's pay or salary liable 
to attachment in execution of a decree as the Court may direct. 


* Act V. of 1908. 
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( 2 ) Where an insolvent is in the receipt of a salary or income- 
other than as aforesaid, the Court may, at any time after adjudica- 
tion, and from time to time, make such order as it thinks just for 
the payment to the Official Assignee, for distribution among the 
creditors, of so much of such salary or income as may be liable to 
attachment in execution of a decree, or of any portion thereof. 

61. The property of the insolvent shall pass from Official 
Vesting and transfer of Assignee to Official Assignee, and shall 

property. vest in the Official Assignee for the time 

being during his continuance in office, without any transfer what- 

ever. 

62. (/) Where any part of the property of an insolvent con^ 
Disclaimer of onerous pro- sists of land of any tenure burdened \vith_ 

petty. onerous covenants, of snares or stocks in 

companies, of unprofitable contracts, or of any other property that 
is unsaleable, or not readily saleable, by reason of its binding the 
possessor thereof to the performance of any onerous act, or to the 
payment of any sum of money, the Official Assignee may, notwith- 
standing that he may have endeavoured to sell or have taken pos- 
session of the property, or exercised any act of ownership in relation 
thereto, but subject always to the provisions hereinafter contained 
in that behalf, by writing signed by him, at any ti'me within twelve 
months after the insolvent has been adjudged insolvent, disclaim the 
property : 

Provided that, where any such property has not come to the 
knowledge of the Official Assignee within one month after such 
adjudication as aforesaid, he may disclaim the property at any time 
within tsvelve months after he has first become aware thereof. 

( 2 ) Tne disclaimer shall operate to determine, as from the 
date thereof, the rights, interests, and liabilities of the insolvent and 
his property in or in respect of the property disclaimed, and shall 
also discnarge the Official Assignee from all personal liability in 
respect of the property disclaimed as from the date when the pro- 
perty vested in him, but shall not, except so far as is necessary for' 
nm releasing the insolvent and his property, and the 

Umcial Assignee from liability, afifect the rights or liabilities of any- 
other person. 

63 . Subject always to such rules as may be made in this. 

Disclaimer of leaseholds behalf, the Official Assignee shall not be 

entitled to disclaim any leasehold interest. 

Act III., 1909,-3. 
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without the leave of the Court ; and the Court may, before or on 
granting such leave require such notice to be given to persons inter- 
ested, and impose such terms as a condition of granting leave, and 
make such orders with respect to dxtures, tenant's improvements, and 
other matters arising out of the tenancy, as the Court thinks just. 

64. The Otficial Assignee shall not be entitled to disclaim 
Power to call on Official any property in pursuance of section 62 

Assignee to disclaim. in any case where an application in writ- 

ing has been made to the Official Assignee by any person interested 
in the property requiring him to decide whether he will disclaim, 
and the Official Assignee has, for a ppriod of twenty-eight days after 
the receipt of the application, or such extended period as may be 
allowed by the Court, declined or neglected to give notice that be 
disclaims the property ; and, in the case of a contract, if the Official 
Assignee, after such application as aforesaid, does not, within the 
said period or extended period, disclaim the contract, he shall be 
deemed to have adopted it. 

65. The Court may, on the application of any person who 
Power for Court to rescind is, as against the Official Assignee, entitl- 

contract. cd to the benefit, or, subject to the burden 

of a contract made with the insolvent, make an order rescinding 
the contract on such terms as to payment by or to either party of 
damages for the non-performance of the contract or otherwise as to 
the Court may seem equitable, and any damages payable under the 
order to any such person may be proved by him as a debt under 
the insolvency. 

66. (/) The Court may, on the application of any person 

Power for Court to make ©ither claiming any interest in 
vesting order in respect of claimed property, or under any liaDiiiiy 
disclaimed property. not discharged by this Act in respect or 

any disclaimed property, and on hearing such persons as it thinks 
fit, make an order for the vesting of the property in, or delivery 
thereof to, any person entitled thereto, or to whom it may seem just 
that the same should be delivered by way of compensation for such 
liability as aforesaid, or a trustee for him, and on such terms as the 
Court thinks just ; and, on any such vesting order being made, the 
property comprised therein shall vest accordingly in the person 
therein named in that behalf without any transfer for the purpose . 

Provided, always, that, where the property disclaimed is of 
.a leasehold nature, the Court shall not make a vesting order m 
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favour . of any person claiming under the insolvent, whether as 
under-lessee or as mprtgagee, except upon the terms of making 
such person subject to the same liabilities and obligations as the 
insolvent was subject to under the lease in respect of the property 
at the date when the insolvency petition was filed, and any under- 
lessee or mortgagee declining to accept a vesting order upon such 
derras shall be excluded from all interest in and security upon the 
property, and if there is no person claiming under the insolvent who 
is willing to accept an order upon such terms, the Court shall have 
power to vest the insolvent’s interest in the property in any person 
liable, either personally or in a representative character, and either 
alone or jointly with the insolvent, to perform the lessee’s covenants 
in such lease, freed and discharged from all estates, incumbrances, 
4md interests created therein by the insolvent, 

(a) The Court may, if it thinks fit, modify the terms pres- 
cribed by the foregoing proviso so as to make a person in whose 
behalf the vesting order may be made subject only to the same 
liabilities and obligations as if the lease had been assigned to him 
at the date when the insolvency petition svas filed, an 1 (if the case 
so requires) as if the lease had comprised only the property com- 
prised in the vesting order. 

67. Any person injured by the operation of a disclaimer 
Persons injured by dis- under the foregoing provisions shall bp 

'claimer may prove. deemed to be a creditor of the insolvent 

to the amount of the injury, and may accordingly prove the same 
as a debt under the insolvency. 

68. (/) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Official 
Duty and powers of Of5- Assignee shall, with all convenient speed, 

cial Assignee as to realisation, realize the property of the insolvent, and 

for that purpose may — 

(a) sell all or any part of the property of the insolvent ; 

(i) give receipts for any money received by him ; 

^nd may, by leave of the Court, do all or any of the following 
. things, namely — 

(c) carry on the business of the insolvent so far as may be 
necessary for the beneficial winding-up of the same : 

(fO institute, defend, or continue any suit ,or other, leg^I 
proceeding relating to the property of the insolvent; . 
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(0 employ a legal practitioner or other agent to take i 
proceedings or do any business which may be sa; 
tioned by the Court; ^ 


(/) accept, as the consideration for the sale of any prope 
or the insolvent, a sum of money payable at a futi 
time, or fully-paid shares, debentures, or debentm 
stock in any limited company subject to such stipu 

tions as to security and otherwise as the Court thin 
fit; 


{g) mortgage or pledge any part of the property of ti 
insolvent for the purpose of raising money for ti 
payment of his debts, or for the purpose of cariyir 
on the business; 

(Ji) refer any dispute to arbitration, and compromise a 
debts, claims, and liabilities on such terms as ma 
be agreed upon ; 

(i) divide in its existing form amongst the creditors, accord 
ing to its estimated value, any property which, fron 
its peculiar nature or other special circumstances 
cannot readily or advantageously be sold. 

(^) The Official Assignee shall account to the Court and paj 
over all moneys, and deal with all securities, in such manner as is 
prescribed, or as the Court directs. 


Distribution of Property. 

69. (/) The Official Assignee shall, with all convenient speed’, 
Declaration and distribu- declare and distribute dividends amongst 
tion of dividends. the creditors who have proved their debts. 

( 2 ) The first dividend (if any) shall be declared and be distri- 
buted within six months after the adjudication, unless the Official 
Assignee satisfies the Court that there is sufficient reason for post- 
poning the declaration to a later date. 

is) Subsequent dividends shall, in the absence of sufficient 
reason to the contrary, be declared and be payable at intervals of 
not more than six months. 

(^) Before declaring a dividend, the Official Assignee shall 
cause notice of his intention to do so to be published in the pres- 
cribed manner, and shall also send reasonable notice tiiereof to 
each creditor mentioned in the insolvent's schedule who has not 
proved his debt. 
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( 5 ) When the Official Assignee has declared a dividend, he 
shall send to each creditor who has proved a notice showing the 
amount of the dividend, and when and how it is payable, and, If 
required by any creditor, a statement in the prescribed form as to 
the particulars of the estate. 

70. Where one partner in a firm is adjudged insolvent, a 
Joint and separate pro- Creditor, to whom the insolvent is indebt- 
petties. ed jointly with the other partners in the 

firm or any of them, shall not receive any dividend out of the 
separate property of the insolvent until all the separate creditors 
have received the full amount of their respective debts. 


71. (/) In the 

Calculation of dividends. 


calculation and distribution of dividends, the 
Official Assignee shall retain in his hands 
sufficient assets to meet — 


(a) debts proveable in insolvency and appearing from the 
insolvent’s statements or otherwise to be due to per- 
sons resident in places so distant that, in the ordinary 
course of communication, they have not had suf- 
ficient time to tender their proofs ; 

(5) debts proveable in insolvency, the subject of claims not 
yet determined ; 

(f) disputed proofs or claims ; and 

(d) the expenses necessary for the administration of the 
estate or otherwise. 


(a) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (r), all money in 
hand shall be distributed as dividends. 


72. Any creditor who has not proved his debt before the 
Right of creditor who has declaration of any dividend or dividends 

not proved debt before de- shall be entitled to be paid, out of any 
claration of a dividend. money for the time being in the hands of 

the Official Assignee, any dividend or dividends which he may 
have failed to receive, before that money is applied to the payment 
of any future dividend or dividends, but he shall not be entitled to 
disturb the distribution of any dividend declared before his debt was 
proved by reason that he has not prrticipated therein. 

73. (/) When the Official Assignee has realized all the pro- 

Final dividend. insolvent, or so much 

' thereof as can, in his opinion, be 

realized without needlessly protracting the proceedings in insol* 


.r-l.. 
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vency, he shall, with the ' leave of the Court, declare a final dm- 
dendj but, before- so doing, he shall give notice in manner, pres- 
cribed to the persons whose claims to be creditors have been noti- 
fied to him,' but not proved, that, if they do not prove their claims, 
to the satisfaction of the Court, within the time limited by the notice, 
he will proceed to make a final dividend without regard to their 

(2) After the expiration of the time so limited, or, if the Court, 
on application by any such claimant, grants him further time for 
establishing his claim, then, on the expiration of that further time, 
the property of the insolvent shall be divided among the creditors 
who have proved their debts without regard to the claims of any 
other persons. 


74. No suit for a dividend shall lie against the Official 

M Assignee, but, where the Official Assignee 

No suit for dividend. .0 ^ j j n 

refuses 10 pay any dividend, the Cour 
may, on the application of the creditor who is aggrieved by suci 
refusal, order him to pay it, and also to pay out of his own money 
interest thereon at such rate as may be prescribed for the lime thal 
it is withheld, and the costs of the application. 

75 . (/) Subject to such conditions and limitations as may b< 

Power to allow insolvent to Prescribed, the Official Assignee raaj 
manage property, and allow- appoint the insolvent himseli to superin- 
ance to insolvent for main- tend the laanagewent of the property ol 
tenance or service. insolvent or of any part thereof, or to 

carry on the trade (if any) of the insolvent, for the benefit of bis 
creditors, and in any other respect to aid in administering the pro- 
perty in such manner and on such terms as the Official Assignee 
may direct. 

{2) Subject as aforesaid, the Court may, from time to time, 
make such allowance as it thinks just to the insolvent out of ms 
property, for the support of the insolvent and his family, or in con- 
sideration of his services, if he is engaged in winding up his esta e, 
but any such allowance may at any tirhe be varied or determine 
by the Court. 


78 . The insolvent shall be entitled to any surplus remaining 
Right of insolvent to sur- after payment in full of his crediW « 
plus, with interest, as provided by tftis aoi, 

and of the expenses of the proceedings taken thereunder. 
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PART IV. 


Official Assignees. 


Chief 


77 . (/) The 

Appointment and removal 
of Official Assignees of insol* 
vent’s estate. 


Justice of each of. the High Courts of 
Judicature at Fort William, Madras, and 
Bombay, and the Chief Judge of the 
Chief Court of Lower Burma, may, from 
time to time, appoint, substantively or temporarily, such person 
as he thinks fit to the office of Official Assignee of insolvent’s estates 
for each of the said Courts respectively, and may, with the concur- 
rence of a majority of the other Judges of the Court, remove the 
person for the time being holding that office for any cause appear- 
ing to the Court sufficient. 


(2) Every Official Assignee shall give such security, and shall 
be subject to such rules, and shall act in such manner, as may be 
prescribed. 

(j) Notwithstanding anything in sub-section (/), the persons 
substantively or temporarily holding the office of Official Assignee 
immediately before the commencement of this Act in the Courts for 
the Relief of Insolvent Debtors at Calcutta, Madras, and Bomoay, 
respectively, under the Indian Insolvency Act, 1848,* and in the 
Chief Court of lower Burma under tnat Act as applied by th e 
Lower Burma Courts Act, igoo.f shall, without further appointment 
for that purpose, become the Official Assignees, substantive or 
temporary, as the case may be, under this Act in the High Courts 
at Fort William, Madras, and Bombay, and in the Chief Court of 
Lower Burma, respectively. 

78 . An Official Assignee may, for the purpose of affidavits 

Power to administer oath. proofs, petitions, or Other pro- 

ceedings under^this Act, administer oaths. 

79. (/) The duties of an Official Assignee shall have relation 

Duties as regards the in- conduct of the insolvent as well as 

solvent’s conduct. to the administration of his estate. 


(^) In particular it shall be the duty of the Official Assignee — 

(<*) to investigate the conduct of the insolvent, and to report 
to the Court upon any application for discharge, 
stating whether there is reason to believe that the 
insolvent has committed any act which constitutes 


Stat, II Sc 12 Viet., c. 21. 


t Act Vl.of 1900. 
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an offence under this Act, or under sections 421 to 
424 of the Indian Penal Code* in connection with 
his insolvency, or which would justify the Court in 
refusing, suspending, or qualifying an order for his 
discharge ; 

(d) to make such other reports concerning the conduct of 
the insolvent as the Court may direct, or as may be 
prescribed j and 

(<'),to take such part and give such assistance in relation to 
the prosecution of any fraudulent insolvent as the 
Court may direct, or as may be prescribed. 

80. The Official Assignee shall, whenever required by any 

Duty to furnish list of Creditor SO to do, and on payment by the 
creditors. creditor of the prescribed fee, furnish 

and send to the creditor by post a list of the creditors, showing ni 
the list the amount of the debt due to each of the creditors. 


81. (r) Such remuneration shall be 
Remuneration. paid to the Official Assignee as may be 

prescribed. 

(a) No remuneration whatever beyend that referred to in sub- 
section (/) shall be received by an Official Assignee as such. 

82. The Court shall call the Official Assignee to account for 

any misfeasance, neglect, or omission 
IS easance. which may appear in the accounts or 

Otherwise, and may require the Official Assignee to make good any 
loss which the estate of the insolvent may have sustained by reason 
of the misfeasance, neglect, or omission. 

83. The Official Assignee may sue and be sued by the name 

Nan.e .nd» which lo o£ " Offleial Assignee of the propatj 

or be sued. of . an insolvent, inserting tne 

name of the insolvent, and by that name may hold property of every 
description, make contracts, enter into any engagements binding on 
himself and hia successors in office, and do all other acts necessary 
or expedient to be done in the execution of his office. 

84. If an order of adjudication is made against an OIBcial 

Office .acaud b, la.o,. Aaaignee he shall thereby vacate the 

“wency. office of Official Assignee. 


* Act XLV. of i860. 
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85. (/) Subject to the provisions of this Act, and to the 
Discretionary powers and directions of the Court, the official 
control thereof. Assignee shall, in the administration 01 

the property of the insolvent, and in the distribution thereof amongst 
his creditors, have regard to any resolution that may be passed by 
the creditors at a meeting. 

( 2 ) The Official Assignee may, from time to time, summon 
meetings of the creditors for the purpose of ascertaining their wishes, 
and it shall be his duty to summon meetings at such times as the 
creditors, by resolution at any meeting, or the Court may direct, or 
whenever requested in writing to do so by one-fourth in value of the 
creditors who have proved. 

{j) The Official Assignee may apply to the Court for direc- 
tions in relation to any particular matter arising utider the insol- 
vency. 


(^) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Official Assignee 
shall use his own discretion in the management of the estate and its 
distribution among the creditors. 


86. If the insolvent or any of the creditors or any other person 

Anneal to Court aggrieved by any act or decision of 

^ ' the Official Assignee, he may appeal to 

the Court, and the Court may confirm, reverse, or modify the act or 
decision complained of, and make such order as it thinks just. 


87. (/) If any Official Assignee does not faithfully perform 
, , , „ , his duties, and duly observe all the re- 

quirements imposed on him by any 
enactment, rules, or otherwise, with respect to the performance of 
his duties, or if any complaint is made to the Court by any creditor 
in regard thereto, the Court shall enquire into the matter, and take 
such action thereon as may be deemed expedient. 


( 2 ) The Court may at any time require any Official Assignee 
to answer any enquiry made by it in relation to any insolvency in 
which he is engaged, and may examine him or any other person on 
oath concerning the insolvency. 


{3) The Court may also direct an investigation to be made of 
the books and vouchers of the Official Assignee. 
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PART V. 


Committee op Inspection. 


SS. The Court may, if it so thinks fit, authorize the creditors 

Commute, of inspoclion. ? " Pra''=‘i <0 appoint from among 

the creditors or holders of general 
proxies or general powers-of-attorney from such creditors, a Com- 
mittee of Inspection for the purpose of superintending the adminis- 
tration of the insolvent's property by the Official Assignee: 


Provided that a creditor who is appointed a member of a 
Committee of Inspection shall not be qualified to act until he has 
proved. 


Control of Committee of In- 
spection over Official Assig- 
nee# 


89. The Committee shall have 
such powers o f control over the proceed- 
ings of the Official Assignee as may be 
prescribed. 


PART VI. 


Procedure. 


90. (/) In proceedings under this Act, the Court shall have 

o CLU f' L ^he like powers, and fol low the like pro- 

Power, of th. Cart. 

csercise of its ordinary original civil jurisdiction : 


Provided that nothing in this sub.section shall in any way limit 
the jurisdiction conferred on the Court under this Act. 

( 5 ) Subject to the provisions of this Act and rules, the costs, 
of and incidental to any proceeding in the Court shall be in the 
discretion of the Court. 

{j) The Court may at any time adjourn any proceedings be- 
fore it upon such terms, if any, as it thinks fit to impose. 

{jf) The Court may at any time amend any written process or 
proceeding under this Act upon such terms, if any, as it thinks fit to 
impose. 

is) Where, by this Act or by rules, the tiine for doing any act 
or thing is limited, the Court may extend the time either before or 
after the expiration thereof upon such terms, if any, as the Court 
thinks fit to impose. 
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(6) Subject to rules, the Court may in any matter take the 
whole or any part of the evidence either viva voce, or by interroga- 
tories, Of upon affidavit, or by commission. 

(y) For the purpose of approving a composition or scheme by 
joint debtors, the Court may, if it thinks fit, and on the report of the 
Official Assignee that it is expedient so to do, dispense with the 
public examination of one of the joint debtors if he is unavoidably 
prevented from attending the examination by illness or absence 
abroad. 

(<S) For the purposes of this Act, the Chief Court of Lower 
Burma shall have all the powers to punish for contempt of Court 
which are possessed by the High Courts of Judicature at Fort 
William, Madras, and Bombay respectively. 


91. Where two or more insolvency petitions are presented 

„ against tiie same debtor or against joint 

Con5ol.dat.on of petmons. 

separate petitions, the Court may consolidate the proceedings or 
any of them on such terms as the Court thinks fit. 


92. Where the petitioner does not proceed with due diligence 
Power to change carriage petition, the Court may sub* 

of petition. stitute as petitioner any other creditor to 

whom the debtor is indebted in the amount required by this Act in 
the case of a petitioning creditor. 


93. If a debtor by or against whom an insolvency petition 
Continuance of proceedings has been presented dies, the proceedings 
on death of debtor. in the matter shall, unless the Court 

otherwise orders, be continued as if he were alive. 


94. The Court may, at any time, for sufficient reason, make 

Po»„ to stay ptocodiogs. slaying the proceedings under 

an insolvency pennon, either altogetlier or 
for a limited time, on such terras, and subject to such conditions,, 
as the Court thinks just. 


95. Any creditor whose debt is sufiicient to entitle him to 
Power to present petition present an insolvency petition against 
against a partner. all the partners in a firm may present a 

petition against any one or more partners in the firm without includ- 
ing the others. ‘ ' 
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96. Where there are more respondents than one' to a petitions 

• the Court may dismiss the petition as to 

rower to dismiss petition _ t ,, ..l . • j* 

against some respondents Without prejudice 

only. to the effect of the petition as against 

the other or others of them. 

97. Where an order of adjudication has been made on an 
Separate insolvency peti- insolvency petition against or by one 

tions against partners. partner in a firm, any other insolvency 

petition against or by a partner in the same firm shall be presented 
in or transferred to the Court in which the first-mentioned petition is 
in course of prosecution ; and such Court may give such directions 
for consolidating tne proceedings under the petitions as it thinks 
just. 

98. (/) Where a partner in a firm is adjudged insolvent, the 
B Suits by Official Assignee Court may authorize the Official Assig- 
and insolvent's partners. nee to continue or commence and carry 
on any suit or other proceeding in his name and that of the insol- 
vent's partner; and any release by the partner of the debt or 
demand to which the proceeding relates shall be void. 

(a) Where application for authority to continue or commence 
any suit or other proceeding has been made under sub-section (/), 
nodee of the application shall be given to the insolvent’s partner, 
and he may show cause agiinst it, and, on his application, the 
Court may, if it thinks fit, direct that he shall receive his proper 
share of the proceeds of ifae proceeding, and, if he does not claim 
any benefit therefrom, he snail be indemnified against costs in res- 
pect thereof as the Court directs. 


99. (/) Any two or more persons being partners, or any 
Proceedings in partnership- person carrying on business under a 
ame. partnership-name, may take proceedings, 

r be proceeded against under this Act in the name of the firm : 


Provided that, in that case, the Court may, on application by 
any person interested, order the names of the persons who are par - 
nets in the firm, or the name of the person carrying on busine 
under a partnership-name, to be disclosed in such manner, an 
verified on oath or otherwise, as the Court may direct. 


(5) In the case of a firm in which one partner is an infant, an 
adjudication order may be made against the firm other 
infant partner. 
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I 100 . (/) A warrant of arrest issued by the Court' may be 
Warrants o£ Insolvency executed in the same manner, and sub- 
Courts. ject to the same conditions, as a warrant 

of arrest issued under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898,* 
may be executed. 

(2) A warrant to seize any part of the property of an insolvent, 
issued by the Court under section 59, sub-section (/), shall be in 
the form prescribed, and sections 77 (2}, 79, 82, 83, 84, and 102 of 
the said Code* shall, so far as may be, apply to the execution of 
such warrant. 

(j) A search-warrant issued by the Court under section 59, 
sub-section {2), may be executed in the same manner, and subject 
to the same conditions, as a search-warrant for property supposed 
to be stolen may be executed under the said Code.* 

PART VII. 

Limitation. 

3 01 . The period of limitation for an appeal from any act or 

, , decision of the Official Assignee, or 

of .ppools. 

Court empowered under section 6, snail be twenty days from the 
date of such act, decision, or order, as the case may be. 

PART VIII. 

Penalties. 

102 An undischarged insolvent obtaining credit to the 
Undischarged insolvent ob- extent of Hfty rupees or upwards from 
taining credit. any p^'Tson without informing such 

person that he is an undischarged insolvent shall, on conviction by 
a Magistrate, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 

Punishment of insolvents 103 . Any person adjudged insol- 

for certain offences. Vent who — 

(a) fraudulently, with the intent to conceal the state of his 
affairs, or to defeat the objects of this Act, — 


♦ Act V. of 1898. 
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vency of estate 
dying insolvent. 


108. (/) Any . creditor, of a deceased debtor whose debt 
Administration in insol* would have been sufficient to support an 
of person insolvency petition against the debtor 
had he been' alive, may present, to the 
Court within the limits of whose ordinary original civil jurisdiction 
the debtor resided or carried on business for the greater part of the 
six months immediately prior to his decease, a petition in the pre- 
scribed form praying for an order for the administration of the estate 
of the deceased debtor under this Act. 


( 2 ) Upon the prescribed notice being given to the legal 
representative of the deceased debtor, the Court may, upon proof of 
the petitioner’s debt, unless the Court is satisfied that there is a 
reasonable probability that the estate will be sufficient for the pay- 
ment of the debts owing by the deceased, make an order for the 
administration in insolvency of the deceased debtor’s estate, or may 
upon cause shown, dismiss the petition with or without costs. 

(j) A petition for administration under this section shall not 
be presented to the Court after proceedings have been commenced 
in any Court of Justice for the administration of the deceased debtor’s 
estate ; but that Court may in that case, on proof that the estate is 
insufficient to pay its debts, transfer the proceedings to the Court 
exercising jurisdiction in insolvency under this Act, and thereupon 
the last-mentioned Court may make an order for the administration 
of the estate of the deceased debtor, and the like consequences 
shall ensue as under an administration order made on the petition 
of a creditor. 


109. (/) Upon an order being made for the administration 
Vesting of estate and mode t)f a deceased debtor s estate under sec- 
of administration. tion 108 , the property of the debtor shall 

vest in the Official Assignee of the Court, and he shall forthwith 
proceed to realize and distribute the same in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act. 

( 2 ) With the modification hereinafter mentioned, all (he pro- 
visions of Partin., relating to the administration of the property of 
an insolvent, shall, so far as the same are applicable, apply to the 
case of such administration order in like manner as to an order of 
adjudication under this Act. 

( 5 ) In the administration of the property of the deceased debtor 
under an order of administration, the Official Assignee shall have 
regard to any claims by the legal representative of the deceased 
debtor to payment of the proper funeral and testamentary expenses 
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{l>) the investment, whether separately or collectively, of 
unclaimed dividends, balances, and other sums apper- 
taining to the estates -of insolvent debtors, whether 
adjudicated insolvent under this or any former enact- 
ment ; and the application of the proceeds of such 
investment ; 

(c) the proceedings of the Official Assignee in taking posses- 

sion of and realizing the estates of insolvent debtors ; 

(d) the remuneration of the Official Assignee ; 

{e) the receipts, payments, and accounts of the Official 
Assignee ; 

(/) the audit of the accounts of the Official Assignee ; 

(g) the payment of the remuneration of the Official Assignee, 
of the costs, charges, and expenses of his establish- 
ment, and of the costs of the audit of his accounts ' 
out of the proceeds of the investments in his hands; 

(/;) the payment of the costs incurred in the prosecution of 
fraudulent debtors and in legal proceedings taken 
by the Official Assignee under the direction of the 
Court out of the proceeds aforesaid ; 

(r) the payment of any civil liability incurred by an Official 
Assignee acting under the order or direction of the 
Court ; 

(/) the proceedings to be taken in connection with proposals 
for composition and schemes of arrangement with 
the creditors of insolvent debtors ; 

(A) the intervention of the Official Assignee at the hearing of 
applications and matters relating to insolvent debtors 
and their estates ; 

(/) the examination by the Official Assignee of the books 
and papers of account of undischarged insolvent 
debtors ; 

(OT) the service of notices in proceedings under this Act; 

(«) the appointment, meetings, and procedure of commit- 
tees of Inspection ; 

(<?) the conduct of proceedings under this Act in the name 
of a firm ; 

(p) the forms to be used in proceedings under this Act; , 
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(fl) in British India, before — 

(i) any Court or Magistrate, or 

(k) any officer or other person appointed to administer 
oaths under the Code of Civil Procedure, ijoSj* 

{b) in England, before any person authorized to administer 
oaths in His Majesty’s High Court of Justice, or in 
the Court of Chancery of the County Palatine oh 
Lancaster, or before any Registrar of a Bankruptcy 
Court, or before any officer of a Bankruptcy Court 
authorized in writing in that behalf by the Judge of 
the Court, or before a Justice of the Peace for the 
county or place where it is sworn ; 

(f) in Scotland or in Ireland, before a Judge Ordinary, 
Magistrate, or Justice of the Peace; and, 

{d) in any other place, before a Magistrate or Justice of the 
Peace or other person qualified to administer oaths 
in that place (he being certified to be a Magistrate 
or Justice of the Peace, or qualified, as aforesaid, by 
a British Minister or British Consul or British Political 
Agent, or by a Notary Public). 

118. (/) No proceeding in insolvency shall be invalidated by- 
Formal defect not to invali- any formal defect, or by any irregularity, 
date proceedings. unless the Court before which an objec- 

tion is made to the proceeding is of opinion that substantial injus- 
tice has been caused by the defect or irregularity, and that the 
injustice cannot be remedied by any order of that Court. 

( 2 ) No defect or irregularity in the appointment of an Official 
Assignee or member of a Committee of Inspection shall vitiate any 
act done by him in good faith. 

118. Where an insolvent is a trustee within the Indian Trustee 
Application of Trustee Act Act, 1 866 , "f Section 35 tif that Act shall 
to insolvency of trustee. have effect SO as to authorize the appoint- 

ment of a new trustee in substitution for the insolvent (whether 
voluntarily resigning or not), if it appears expedient to do so, and 
all provisions of that Act, and of any other Act relative thereto, 
shall have effect accordingly. 


* Act V. of 1908, 


t Act XXVII. of 1866. 
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125 . Such fees and percentages shall be charged for and in 

Fees and percentages. respect of proceedings under this Act 

as may be prescribed. 

126 . All Courts having, jurisdiction under this Act shall- 
to be auxiliary to make such orders and do such thintrs as 

1 . tnay be necessary to give effect to section. 

xi8 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883,* and to section 50 of the Provin- 
cial Insolvency Act, 1 9oy.f 


127 . (/) The enactments mentioned in the third schedule are 

Repeal of enactments. hereby repealed to the extent specified 

m the fourth column thereof. 

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal effected by this Act, the pro- 
ceedings under an insolvency petition under the Indian Insolvency 
Act, 1848,1 pending at the commencement of this Act, shall,, except 
so far as any provision of this Act is expressly applied to pending 
proceedings, continue, and all the provisions of the said Indian In- 
solvency Act shall, except as aforesaid, apply thereto,^ as if this Act 
had not been passed. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 


(See section 26.) 
Meetings of Creditors. 


I. The Official Assignee may at any time summon a meeting 

Meetings of creditors. Creditors, and shall do so whenever so 

directed by the Court or by the creditors- 
by resolution at any meeting, or whenever requested in writing by 
one-fourth in value of the creditors who have proved. 


2. Meetings shall be summoned by sending notice of the time 

r. ( i.' ^f^d pHcc thcreof to each creditor at the 

^ddrL given to his proof, or, if he tas 
not proved, at tfie address given in the insolvent’s schedule, or sucb 
other address a^ may be known to the Official Assignee. 

3. The notice of any meeting shall he sent off not less than' 

... i seven days defore the day appointed for 

o ice o mee mgs. meeting, and may be delivered per- 


Stat. 46 Sc 47 Vic., c. 52. 


Stat. II & 


12 


t Act III. of 1907. 
Vic., C. 21. 
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If he assesses it, and 

to h im aS H ^ ° T f balance if any dne 

to him after deducting the value of his security. If he votes in 

respect of his whole debt, he shall be deemed to have surrendered 

nmiS^r^’ r ®? application is satisfied that the 

omission to value the security has arisen from inadvertence. 

1 2. Where a creditor seeks to prove in respect of a bill of 
Proof in respect of nego- exchange, promissory note, or other 
liable instruments. negotiable instrument or security on 

which the insolvent is liable, such bill of exchange, no;e, in- 
strument, or security must, subject to any special order of the Court 
made to the contrary, be produced to the Official Assignee before 
the proof can be admitted for voting. ' 


13. It shall be competent to the Official Assignee, within 
Power to roquirei creditor tweniy-eight days after a proof estimat-/ 
to give up security. jug the value of a security has been 

made use of in voting at any meeting, to require the creditor to 
give up the security for the benefit of the creditors generally, on 
payment of the value so estimated. 


14. If one partner in a firm is adjudged insolvent, any credit- 
Proof by partner. '^hoin that partner is indebted 

jointly with the other partners in the firm, 
or any of tiiem, may prove his debt for the purpose of voting at any 
meeting of creditors, and shall be entitled to vote thereat. 


15. The Official Assignee shall have power to admit or reject 
Power of Official Assignee & proof for the purpose of voting, but his 
to admit or reject proof. decision shall be subject to appeal to 
the Court. If he is in doubt whether the proof of a creditor should 
be admitted or rejected he shall mark the proof as objected to, 
and shall allow tne creditor to vote, subject to the vote being 
declared invalid in the event of the objection being sustained. 


Proxy. 


16. A creditor may vote either in 
person or by proxy. 


Instrument of proxy. 


18. A creditor may 

General proxy. 


17. Every instrument of proxy shall 
be in the prescribed form, and shall be 
issued by the Official Assignee. 

give a general proxy to his attorney, or to 
his manager or clerk, or any oiher peN 
son in his regular employment. In such 
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Affidavit to state if creditor 5 * The affidavit shall state whethef 

holds security. , the Creditor JS or is not a secured credit- 

or. 

Cost of proving debts. f 

proving his debt unless the Court other- 
wise specially orders. 

7. Every creditor who has lodged a proof shall be entitled to 
Right to see and examine See and examine the proofs of other 

proof* creditors at all reasonable times. 

8. A creditor in lodging his proofs shall deduct from his debt 
Deduction to be made trade discounts, but he shall not be 

from proof. compelled to deduct any discount not. 

exceeding five per centum on the net amount of his claim, which he 
may have agreed to allow for payment in cash. 


Proof by Secured Creditors. 


9. If a secured creditor realizes his security, he may prove for 
Proof where security re- the balance due to him, after deducting 

®bzed. the net amount realized. 

10. If a secured creditor surrenders his security to the Official 
Proof where security is sur- Assignee for the general benefit of the 

rendered. Creditors, he may prove for his whole 

debt. 

11. If a secured creditor does not either realize or surrender 

Proof in other cases. Security, he shall, before ranking for 

dividend, state in his proof the particulars- 
of his security, the date when it was given, and the value at which 
he assesses it, and shall be entitled to receive a dividend only in 
respect of the balance due to him after deducting the value so 
assessed. 


12. (/) Where a 
Valuation of security. 


security is so valued, the Official Assignee 
may at any time redeem it on payment 
to the creditor of the assessed value. 


(2) If the Official Assignee is dissatisfied with the value at which 
a security is assessed, he may require that the property comprised 
in any security so valued be offered for sale at such times, and on' 
such terms and conditions, as may be agreed on between the cre- 
ditor and the Official Assignee, or as, in default of agreement, the 
Court may direct. If the sale is by public auction, the creditor, or 
the Official Assignee on behalf of the estate, may bid or purchase : 
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17. Subject to the provisions of rule 12, a creditor shall in 
- . . j . no case receive more than sixteen annas 

imi o reccip . rupee and interest as provided by 

this Act. 


Taking Accounis of Property Mortgaged^ and of 
the Sale thereof. 


18. Upon application by any person claiming to be a mort- 
gagee of any part of the insolvent’s real 
Inquiry into mortgage, etc. leasehold estate, and whether such 

mortgage is by deed or otherwise, and whether the same is of a 
legal or equitable nature, or upon application by the Official Assignee 
^ith the consent of such person claiming to be a mortgagee as 
aforesaid, the Court shall proceed to inquire whether such person is 
such mortgagee, and for what consideration and under what 
circumstances ; and if it is found that such person is such mortga- 
gee, and if no sufficient objection appears to the title of such person 
10 the sum claimed by him under such mortgage, the Court shall 
'direct such accounts and inquiries to be taken as may be necessary 
for ascertaining the principal, interest, and costs due upon such 
mortgage, and of the rents and profits, or dividends, interest, or 
other proceeds received by such person, or by any other person by 
his order, or for his use in case he has been in possession 01 the 
property over which the mortgage extends or any part thereof, and 
the Court, if satisfied that there ought to be a sale, shall direc 
notice to be given in such newspapers as the Court thinks fit, w en, 
and where, and by whom and in what way, the said premises or 
property, or the interest therein so mortgaged, are to be 
that such sale be made accordingly, and that the Official Assignee 
(unless it is otherwise ordered) shall have the conduct of such sa . 
but it shall not be imperative on any such mortgagee to ma ® 
application. At any such sale the mortgagee may bid and pur 

10. All proper parties shall join m 
Conveyance. conveyance to the purchaser as itie 


Court directs# 

20. The moneys to arise from such sale 

the first place, in payment of the co^, 
Proceeds of sale. charges, and expenses of and occasvone ^ 

by the application to the Court, and of such pay- 

^sion (if any) of the Official Assignee, and, ® be 

raent and satisfaction, so far as the satne ext > , costs, and 

found due to such mortgagee for principal, interest, and 
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jjnoo aqi^q p^ui«''Jsa aq abui saijJBd -xa.nfau, uo sSu.paoDOM 
MB ‘jasBuoind ^ SuiqBUi ’ ' 

pUB ‘sjunoDDB sapmbui qons jo Suiqvj Jsjjaq aqj Joj; ‘iz 


•pajBpap P'^^PPMP qjnj'iip oj jou sb os jnq ‘sjoqp 

-310 jaqjo aqJ uoajaqj spuapuMp aAiaoai puB ‘.(ouap 

-nap qons JOj 4°MP3-‘3 ^ sb 9A0Jd oj pqqjua aq [jBqs aq uaqj ‘99 SbS 
-ijotu qons OJ PP ifjsijBS puB oj juaiognsui 

aiB aiBS qons s-(9ucui aqj jt ‘jng ‘aauSissv IBiaqjO 

aqj OJ piBd aq U^qs (^ub ji) Sifauoui a[BS aqj jo snjdjns aqj 
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the interest or consideration shall, for the 

calculated at a rate not exceeding sis: 

without prejudice to the right of a cre^’^?i';!^° receive out of tlie 

debtor’s estate any higher rate of inte/®®^ 

entitled after all the debts proved have IjerP P ,^!9 

Debt payable at a Futur^ Time. ‘ '• 

24. A creditor may prove for a de*^| not piyble- when ;t^^ 

n . , ut • w debtor is adjudged an insolyent; :as,ii 

Debt payable m future. .j, payaV^® presently, . and ; may 

receive dividends equally with the other ®*'®djtors, deducting there- 
from only a rebate of interest at the J^^® ^ P®^ ®?K 9!9 P” 

annum computed from the declaration of ® dividend to’ the time 
when the debt would have become payaP'®» according to the teflRS 
on which It was contracted. ! v 

Admission or Rejection 

25. The Official Assignee shall ex^^’*^® ®'^®^y proof and the 


of 


grounds of thr debt, and in writing admit 
fr reject h in whole or in P^rt or reqg 
ort of it. H he rejects a proof, he sh^f 


Admission or rejection 
proof* 

further evidence in support ... *. , . . 

•state in writing to the creditor the ground® 'he rejec 

26. If the Oacial Assignee thinks cn„rt X, % 

of the OffioW Assign^ 

after notice to the creditor who made the Pfoof, expung P 
or reduce its amount. | 

27. The Court may hiso expunge 

Power for Court to expunge ^PPh®^hon c interfere in the 

er reduce preef ‘“Oor scheme, upon the appli- 

matter, or, in the case of a composition ^ 

cation of the insolvent. 
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act no. V. OF 1881 : 

the Piotete and Administiation Act, 1881.* 

r Assent oh the 2IST January 1881. 
Riceiyed the G.-G s assent u 

^ th, arant of Probaits of Wills and LtlUfs of 
An Act to provide for the lain Dictastd Persons. 

is expedieouo the 

Preamble. esvates of deceased persons m cases lO 

„Mch ,l.e Indian Succession Act, .865, t does no. apply , It .s 

by enacted as iollows . 

^ CHAPTER I. 

Pkelminary. 

1. This Act may be called the 
Probate and Administration Act, ibot - 
It applies to the whole of British 
India ; 

and it shall come into force on the 
first day of April i 88 i. 

■ • Fo, iSfJmitS' “U'Sl; 

Pt. V., p. 763: 3ionJ in Council, see ibid, 1879, Supplement, 

1880. Pt. V., p. 35 ; £« ; ^^6 • and ibid, 1881. pp- 10, 47. and 87. 

pp. 593 and 743 ; 1880, pp. ^ j jn force in the town of Mandalay by 

V. of .881 has .Sdh 3 6 1 and in British Baluch.staa 

the Upper Burma Laws Ac I* Regulation ll of 1890), s. 3 ; and ss. 1S3' 
by the British Baluchistan ^aws ^ Santhal Parganas by 

and IS4 Act bee 1 s. 3. as araend- 

the Santhal Parganas Settlemen & s, 3. 

cd by the Santhal Parganas L g the Scheduled Districts Act 

It has been declared P deregulationizcd Scheduled 

IXIV. of 1874), to be in force ‘“^be following oer^g^ Dictricts of Haaari- 

Districts in the ^buttia Nagpur pg^gana Dhalbhum. and the Kolhan 

bagh, Lohatdaga, and ^^"bhu , q of India, 18S1, Pt. 1 ->P- 5?4. 

in the District of Smgbhum.— bee uaa / Palamau District. 

fThe District of Lohardaga included at tnis tim 

which was separated in 1894.) , qame Act, to the whole of Up- 

U bas b/=n “?«a4 -SeVer,^^ .893. Pt- P- 

pet Burma except the Shan bta 3. 

1S4. 

t Act X. of 1865. 


Short title* 

Local extent. 
Commencement. 


i 
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P20BATK AND ADMINISTBATION. 


CActV; 


2 . Chapters II. to XIII., both inclusive, of this Act shall ap- 

D., .. ply, in the case of every Hindu, 

3 app ica ion. Muhammadan, Buddhist, and persons 

eaempted under section 333 of the Indian Succession Act, 1865,* 
dying before, on, or after the said first day of April 1881 : 


Provided that nothing herein contained shall be deemed to. 
render invalid any transfer of property duly made before that day ; 

Provided also that, except In cases to which the Hindu Wills 
Act, iSyo.t applies, 


no Court in any local area beyond the limits of the towns of 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, and the territories for the time 
being administered by the Chief Commissioner of British Burma, $ 

and no High Court, in exercise of the concurrent jurisdiction 
over such local area hereby conferred, 

shall receive applications for probate or letters of administra- 
tion until the Local Government has, with the previous sanction of 
the Governor-General in Council, by a notification in the official 
Gaaette, authorize it so to do.§ 


* Act X. of 1865. 

f The Hindu Wills Act (XXI, of 1870) applies, in the cases of Hindus, 
Jainas, Shikhs, and Buddhists, in the territories subject to the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, and in the towns of Madras and Bombay. 

$ Read now Lower Burma (s^e the Upper Burma Laws Act XX. of 
3886, 3. 4). The Chief Commissioner is now Lieutenant-Governor of Bur- 
Soa.—See Proclamation dated nth April, 1897, Gaaette of India, 1897, Ft* 
I., p. 261. 

§ The following Courts have been authorized to receive applications 
for probate or letters of administration within the areas mentioned, name- 

. . 

In- Bengal — the High Court at Calcutta, throughout the temtones 
subject to the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal ; all Distnct 
Judges, as defined in the Act, within the said territories; and 
such Judicial Officers as the High Court may, from time 
time, appoint as District Delegates (see Calcutta Gaei e, 

in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands — the Court of the 

Superitendent and the Courc of the Chief Commiss 
ts,ee Gazette of India, i88i, Pt. L, p- 3 I 4 ) ; . j... 

in Assam— the High Court at Calcutta, throughout Assam ; a** ‘J*** 
trict Judges, as defined in the Act, within the Province , 
such Judicial Officers as the High Court may * , , 

time, appoint as District Delegates (see Assam Manual o* 
Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1893, p. 180) » 
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3 .* In this Act, unless there be 
Intcrpx^tatjon-dausc. something repugnant in the 'subject or 

context, — 

“ province " includes any division o£ British India having a 
Court of the last resort : 

** minor means any person subject to the Indian Majority 
Act, 1875,1 who has not attained his majority within the meaning’ 

in the Punjab— the Chief Courts throughout the territories adniinia* 
tered by the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab; all District 
Judges, as defined in the Act, within the said territories ; and 
such Judicial Officers as the Chief Court may, from time to 
time, appoint as District Delegates (see Punjab x88i, 

Pt-L, p. 483); , - 

in Madras— the High Court at Madras, throughout the territories 
subject to the Governor in Council; all District Judges, as 
defined in the Act, within the said territories ; and such Judi- 
cial Officers as the High Court may, from lime to time, ap- 
point as Delegates (see Madras List of Local Rvilcs and Or- 
ders, Ed. 1898, p. 161) ; 

in the Central Provinces— the judicial Commissioner, throughout 
the territories under the adminisiration of the Chief Commis- 
sioner, and all Deputy Commissioners within those territories 
(see Central Provinces List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 
1896, p. 97) ; 

in Coorg — the Court of the Judicial Commissioner and the Court of 
the Commissioner (see Gasftte, 1889, Pc. L 

P' SO) ; i 

in Bombay — the High Court at Bombay, throughout the territories 
subject to the C^overnor in Council ; all District Judges, as 
defined in the Act within the said territories; and such 
Judicial Officers as the High Court may, from time to time, 
appoint as District Delegates (see Bombay List of Local Rules 
and Orders, Ed* 1896, Vol. L, p. 250); 

in Ajmere-Merwara — the Court of the Chief Commissioner and the 
Court of the Commissioner (see of Ittdia^ 1889, Pt, 

H., p. 534 ) ; 

m the N,*W. Provinces and Oudh— the High Court at Allahabad, 
throughout the territories subject to the Lieutenant-Governor ; 
the Judicial Commissioner of Oudh, throughout the territories 
subject to the Chief Commissioner; all District Judges, as 
defined in the Act, within the N.-W* Provinces and Oudh ; 
and such Judicial Officers as the High Court or the Judicial 
Commissioner may, from time to time, appoinc as District 
Delegates (see N*-W. Provinces and Oudh List of Local 
^ ^ Rules and Orders, Ed. 1894, Pt. IL, p. 48) ; 

m Upper Burma: the Courc of the Judicial Commissioner and all 
District Courts (sac Burma Gaaitte^ 1897, Pt L, p, n8o). 

. Act X. of 1865, a* 3, 

t Act IX. of 2875* 
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PROBATE AND ADMINISTRATION. 


[Act V. 


of that Act, and any other person who has not completed his age 
of eighteen years ; and “ minority ” means the status of any such 
person : 

“ will ” means the legal declaration of the intentions of the 
testator with respect to his property which he desires to be carried 
into effect after his death : 

“ codicil” means an instrument made in relation to a will, and* 
explaining, altering, or adding to its dispositions. It is considered 
as forming an additional part of the will : 

“ specific legacy ” means a legacy of specified property ; 

“ demonstrative legacy ” means a legacy directed to be paid 
out of specified property : 

“ probate ” means the copy of a will certified under the seal of 
a Court of competent jurisdiction, with a grant of administration tO' 
the estate of the testator : 

“ executor ” means a person to whom the execution of the last 
will of a deceased person is, by the testator's appointment, confided: 

“administrator” means a person appointed by competent 
authority to administer the estate of a deceased person when there 
is no executor ; and 

“ District Judge ” means the Judge of a principal Civil Court 
of original jurisdiction. 


CHAPTER II. 


Of Grant of Probate and Letters of Administration. 

4. The executor or administrator, as the case may be, of a 


Character and property of 
executor or administrator as 
such. 


deceased person, is his legal representa- 
tive for all purposes, and all the property 
of the deceased person vests in him as 
such. 

But nothing herein contained shall vest in an 
administrator anv property of a deceased person which woul o 
wise have passed by survivorship to some other person. 

* Compare Act X. of 1865, Pt. XXIX. As to grants 
ministration and probates to the Administrator^General, see 
trator-Generars Act (IL of 1874). 
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5. When a will has been proved and deposited in a Court of 

Administration with copy competent juiisdicUon, situated beyond 
annexed of authenticated the limits ot the province, whether in the 
copy of will proved abroad. British dominions or in a loreign country, 
and a properly-authenticated copy of the will is produced, letters 
of administration may be granted with a copy of sucli copy annexed. 

Probate only to appointed 6- Probate can be granted only to 

executor. an executor appointed by the will. 

Appointment, express or 7- The appointment may be ex* 

implied. press, or by necessary implication. 


Illustrations^ 

(a.) A wills that C be his executor if B will not B is appointed ex* 
,ecutor by implication. 

{b.) A gives a legacy to B and several legacies to other persons^ among 
the rest to his daughter-in-law, C, and adds, ** but, should the within-named 
C be not living, I do constitute and appoint B my whole and sole executrix.*^ 
C is appointed executrix by implication. 

(c.) A appoints several persons executors of bis will and codicils, and 
his nephew residuary legatee, and in another codicil are these words:**! 
appoint my nephew my residuary legatee to discharge all lawful demands 
against my will and codicils, signed of different dates.*' The nephew is ap* 
pointed an executor by implication. 


Persons to whom probate 8. Probate cannot be granted to 

cannot be granted. any person wilo is a minor, or is of un- 

sound mind. 


Grant of probate to several . 9* Several esecutors are ap- 

executois simultaneously or pointed, probate may be granted to them 
at different times. all simultaneously or at different times. 

Illustration » 

A is an executor of B's will by express appointment, and C an executor 
of it by implication. Probate may be granted to A and C at the same time^ 
OT to A first, and then to C, or to C first, then to A. 


10. If a codicil be discovered after the grant of probate, a 
Srparaie probate of codicil Separate probate of that codicil may be 
disccveied after grant of pro- granted to the executor, if it in no way 

repeals the appointment of execntoiB 
made by the will. 
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If different executors are appointed by the codicil, the pro* 
Procedure when different bate of the will must be revoked, and a 
•executors appointed by codi- new probate granted of the will and the 

codicil together. 

11. When probate has been granted to several executors, and 
.Accrual of representation one of them dies, the entire representa- 
to surviving executor. tion of the testator accrues to the surviv- 

ing executor or executors, 

IS. Probate of a will, when granted, establishes the will 

... from the death of the testator, and ren- 

E ect of proba e. acts of the 

executor as such. 


To whom administration 13. Letters of administration can* 

may not be granted. not be granted to any person who is a 

minor, or is of unsound mind. 

14. Letters of administration entitle the administrator to ail 
Effect of letters of adrainis- rights belonging to the intestate as effec- 
tration. tually as if the administration had been 

granted at the moment after his death. 


15. Letters of administration do not rendtr valid any inter- 
acts not vaJidated by ad- mediate a cts of the administrator tending 

aamistration. 10 the di minution or damage of the in- 

testate's estate. 

16. When a person appointed an e.xecutor has not renounced 

Grant of administration the executorship, letters of 
where executor has not re- tion shall not be granted to any oine 
Bounced. person until a citation has been issuea, 

calling upon the executor to accept or renounce his executorship; 

except that, when one or more of several executors has or 

have pr oved a will, the Court may, on 

Exception. the sufvivor of those who 

have proved, grant letters ot administration without citing those 
who have not proved. 

IV. Tne renun cUllon may be made orally in the preaencs of 

F.,m and affect of, rc- the Judge, or bJ n wriung signed An 
nunciation of executorship. person renounc.ng, and, 
shall preclude him from ever thereafter applying for prooate 
v fll appointing him executor. 
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18. If the e:Kecutor renounce or fail to accept the executor™ 

• Procedure where executor ship wUhin the time limited for the ac- 
renounces or fails to accept ceptancQ or refusal thereof, the will may 
within time limited. , Jjq proved, and letters of administration^ 

with a copy of the will annexed, may be granted to the person who 
would be entitled to administration in case of intestacy. 

Grant of administration to _ 19. When the deceased has mad$ 
universal or residuary legatee, a will, but has nOt appointed an exeCU™ 

tor, or 

when he has appointed an executor, who is legally incapablo 
or refuses to act, or has died before the testator, or before he has 
proved the will, or 

when the executor dies after having proved the will, but befor® 
he has admiministered all the estate of the deceased, 

a universal or a residuary legatee may be admitted to prove 
the will, and letters of administration, with the will annexed, may 
be granted to him of the whole estate, or of so much thereof as may 
be unadministered. 

20. When a residuary legatee, who has a beneficial interest. 
Right to administration of Survives the testator, but dies before the 

representativeof deceased re* estate has been fully administered, hu 
siduaty legatee. representative has the same right to ad- 

ministration, with the will annexed, as such residuary legatee. 

21. When there is no executor and no residuary legatee or 
Grant of administration representative of a residuary legatee, oi: 

where no executor, nor resi- he declines or IS incapable to act, or 
duary legatee, nor represen- cannofe be found, the person or persons 
latwc of such legatee. would be entitled to the adroinistra™ 

lion of the estate of the decea.sed if he had died intestate, or any 
other legatee having a beneficial interest, or a creditor, may be ad- 
mitted to prove the will, and letters of administration may be grants,<§ 
to him or them accordingly. 

22. Letters of administration, with the will annexed, shalE 

Citation before grant of granted to any legatee, other 

administration to 1 e g a t e e than an universal or a residuary legatee, 
siduL^*'^" universal or re- until a citation has been issued and 

published in the manner hereinafter 
mentioned, calling on the next-of-kin to accept or refuse letters xif 
aawinistration. 
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23. When the deceased has died intestate, administration of - 
To whom administration estate may be granted to any person 
onay be granted. who, according to the rules for the destri- 

bution of the estate of an intestate applicable in the case of such 
deceased, would be entitled to the whole or any part of such de- 
ceased’s estate. 

^ When several such persons apply for administration, it shall 
be in the discretion of the Court to grant it to any one or more of 
them. 

When no such person applies, it may be granted to a creditor 
of the deceased. 


CHAPTER III. 
Of Limited Grants.* 


(a.) — Gratiis limiUd in Duration. 

24. When the will has been lost or mislaid since the testator’s 
Probate of copy or draft of death, or has been destroyed by wron^g 
lost will. or accident, and not by any act of the 

testator, and a copy or the draft of the will has been preserved, 
probate may be granted of such copy or draft, limited until the 
original or a properly authenticated copy of it be produced. 


25. When the will has been lost or destroyed, and no 
Probate of contents of lost copy has been made, nor the draft pre- 
or destroyed will. served, probate may be granted ot its 

contents, if they can be established by evidence. 


26. When the will is in the possession of a person residing 
Probate of copy where ori- out of the province in which application 
ginal exists. for probate is made, who has refused or 

neglected to deliver it up, but a copy has been transmitted to the 
executor, and it is necessary for the interests of the estate that pro- 
bate should be granted without waiting for the arrival of the original, 
probate may be granted of the copy so transmitted, limited until 
the will or an authenticated copy of it be produced. 


27. Where no will of the deceased is forthcoming but there 

Administration until will js reason to believe that there is a will 
produced* in existence, 


UCliCilrW ' 

letters of administration 


* Compare Acfc X. of 1865, Pfc* XXX. (^) to {/O* 
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may be granted, limited until the will or an authenticated copy of 
it be produced. 

{b.)— Grants for the Use and Benefit of Others having Right. , 

28. When any executor is absent from the province in which 
Administration with will application is made, and there js no 
annexed to attorney of ab- executor Within the province willing to 
sent executor. letters of administration, with the 

•will annexed, may be granted to the agent of the absent executqr, 
for the use and benefit of his principal, limited until he shall 
obtain probate or letters of administration granted to himself. , . 


29. When any person, to whom, if present, letters of adminis- 
tration, with the will annexed, might be 
granted, is absent from the province, 
letters of administration, with the will 
annexed, may be granted to his agent, 
limited as above mentioned. 


Administration with will 
annexed to attorney of absent 
person, who, if present, 
would be entitled to adminis- 
ter. 


80. When a person entitled to administration in case of 

, Administration to attorney ^testacy is absent from the province, 
of absent person entitled to and no person equally entitled is willing 
administer in case of intest- to act, letters of administration may be 

granted to the agent of the absent person, 
limited as before mentioned. 


31. Wnen a minor is sole executor or sole residuary legatee. 
Administration during letters of administration, with the will 

minority of sole executor or annexed, may be granted to the legal 
resi uary legatee. guardian of such minor, Or to such other 

person as the Court shall think fit, until the minor has attained his 
majority, at which period, and not before, probate of the will shall 
be granted to him. 

32. When there are two or more minor executors, and no 
Adtninistration during executor who has attained majority, or 

TOinority of several executors iwo or more residuary legatees, and no 
or residuary legatees. residuary legatee who has attained 

majority, the grant shall be limited until one of them has attained 
his majority. 

33 . If a sole executor or a sole universal or residuary legatees, 
Administration for use and or a person who would be solely entitled 

eneot of lunatic. jo the estate of the intestate according to 
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the rule*' for the distribution of intestates' estate applicable in the 
case of the deceased, be a minor or lunatic, letters of administra- 
tion, with or without the will annexed, as the case may be, shall be 
granted to the person to whom the care of his estate has been com- 
muted by competent authority, or, if there be no such person, to 
such other person as the Court thinks fit to appoint, for the use 
and benefit of the minor or lunatic, until he attains majority, os 
becomes of sound mind, as the case may be. 

84. Pending any suit touching the validity of the will of & 
Adminisur-tion pandtnie deceased person, or for obtaining or 
lih- revoking any probate or any grant of 

letters of administration, the Court may appoint an administrator of 
the estate of such deceased person, who shall have all the rights 
and powers of a ge neral administrator, other than the right of 
distributing such estate ; and every such administrator shall be 
subject to the immediate control of the Court, and shall act under 
its direction. 

(c .) — For Special Purposes. 

35. If an executor be appointed for any limited purpose 
Probate limited to purpose specified in the wjil, the probate shall be 
specified in will. limited to that purpose ; and, if he should 

appoint an agent to take administration on his behalf, the letters of 
administration, with the will annexed, shall accordingly be limited. 


36. If an executor appointed generally give an authority to an 
Administration with will attorney to prove a vvill on his behalf, 
annexed limited to particular and the authority is limited to a partt- 
purpose. cular purpose, the letters of administra'* 

tion, with the will annexed, shall be limited accordingly. 


8*7- Where a person dies, leaving property of which he was 
Administration limited to the sole or surv.ving trustee, or in which 
trust-property. he had HO beneficial interest on his own 

account, and leaves no general representative, or one who is unable 
or unwilling to act as such, letters of administration, limited to 
such property, may be granted to the beneficiary, or to some other 
person on his behalf. 


38. When it is necessary that the representative of a person 
Administration limited to deceased be made a party to a pen ing 
suit, suit, and the executor or person entitteg 


Sin. Riad " rules,” 
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to administration is unable or unwilling to act, letters of administra- 
tion may be granted to the nominee of a party in such suit, limited 
for the purpose of representing the deceased in the said suit, or in 
any other suit wnich may be commenced in the same or in any 
other Court between the parties, or any other parties, touching the 
matters at issue in the said suit, and until a final decree shall be 
made therein and carried into complete execution. 


39. If, at the expiration of twelve months from the date of 
Admi.isira.i<.n 10 Or Irttos oi adminis.ration, 

purpose of becoming party the executor or administrator, to whom 
to suit to be brought against the same has or have been granted, is 
executor or administrator. absent from the province Within which 

the Court that has granted the probate or letters of administration 
is situate, such Court may grant, to any person whom it thinks fit, 
letters of administration limited to the purpose of becoming and 
being made a party to a suit to be brougat against the executor of 
administrator, and carrying the decree wnich may be made therein' 
into effect. 


40. In any case in which it appears necessity for preserving 
Administration Umited to ^he property of a deceased person, the 
collection and preservation of Court, within whose district any of the 
deceased’s property. property is situate, may grant, to any 

person whom such Court thinks fit, letters of administration limited 
to the collection and preservation of the property of the deceased, 
and giving discharges for debts due to his estate, subject to the 
directions of the Court. 


41. When a person has died intestate, or leaving a will of 
Appointment, as admini- ^^ere is no executor willing and 


strator, of person other than 
one who, under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, would be entitl- 
ed to administration. 




{ 


competent to act, or where the executor 
is, at the time of the death of such per- 
son resident out of the province, and it 
appears to the Court to be necessary or 
convenient to appoint some person to administer the estate or any 
part thereof other than the person who, under ordinary circum- 
stances, would be entitled to a grant of administration, the Judge 
may, in his discretion, having regard to consanguinity, amount of 
interest, the safety of the estate, and probability that it will be pro- 
perly administered, appoint such person as he thinks fit to be ad- 
ministrator ; 

and, in every such case, letters of administration may be limit- 
ed or not, as the Judge thinks fit. 


Act V, of 1881 .— 3 . 
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42. Whenever the nature of the case requires that an escep- 
Probate or administration, ^ion be made, probate of a will or letters 
with will annexed, subject to of administration with the will annexed, 
excepUon. Shall be granted, subject to such excep- 

tion. 


43* Whenever the nature of the case requires that an excep- 
Administration with excep- don be made, letters of ad ministration 

shall be granted, subject to such excep 
tton. 


[e.'y—Grants of the Rest. 

44. Whenever a grant, with exception of probate or letters ol 
Probate or administration administration, with or without the will 

of the rest. annexed, has been made, the person en- 

titled to probate or administration of the remainder of the deceased’s 
estate may take a grant of probate or letters of administration, as 
the case may be, of the rest of the deceased's estate. 

ifi) — Grants of Effects unadministered. 

45. If the executor to whom probate has been granted has 
Grnnt of effects unad- died leaving a part of the testator s estate 

ministered. unad ministered, a new representative 

may be appointed for the purpose of administering such part of the 
estate. 


46. In granting letters of administration of an estate not fully 
Rules as to grants of effects administered, the Court shall be guided 
'unadministered. by the same rules as apply to original 

grants, and shall grant letters of administration to those persons 
only to whom original grants might have been made. 


47. When a limited grant has expired by effluxion of time, 
, !• •• or the happening of the event or contin* 

ed grant expired, and still gency On whlch It was limited, and mer 
some part of estate unad- jg still some part of the deceased 3 estate 
ministered. unadministered, letters of administration 

shall be granted to those persons to whom original grants mignt' 
have been made. 



'C. 


of 1881.] 


19 


probate ANB ABMINISTRATION. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Alteration anb Revocation of Grants,* 

48 Errors in names and descriptions, or in setting forth the 
^ time and place of the deceased’s death, 

HeS^urr or the purpose in a limited grant, may 

be rectified by the Court, and the grant of probate or letters of 
administration may be altered and amended accordingly. 

49. If after the grant of letters of administration with the will 
’ ° annexed, a codicil be discovered, it may 

0° S- bB added 10 the gtaat on due proof and 

ministration vyith will annex- identification, and the grant altered and 
ed. amended accordingly. 


Revocation or annulment 
for just cause. 


50 . The grant of probate or letters 
of administration may be revoked or 
annulled for just cause. 


Jl 


u cause.” Explanalion, — “ Just cause " is — 

ut, that the proceedings to obtain the grant were defective in 
substance ; 

2nd, that the grant was obtained fraudulently by making a 
false suggestion, or by concealing from the Court something 
material to the case ; 

yd, that the grant was obtained by means of an untrue alle- 
gation of a fact essential in point of law to justify the grant, though 
such allegation was made in ignorance or inadvertently j 

4th, that the grant has become useless and inoperative through 
circumstances ; 

^Sth, that the person to whom the grant was made has, wil- 
fully and without reasonable cause, omitted to exhibit an inventory 
or account in accordance with the provisions of Chapter VII. of 
this Act, or has exhibited under that chapter an inventory or ac- 
count which is untrue in a material respect. 


, Jllusiraiions, 

5? (a.) The Court by which the grant was made had no jurisdiction. 


* Compare Act X. of 1863, Pt. XXX. (g) and (A), 
t Cl. sth has bean added by the Probate and Administration Act (Vi; 
of 1889), S. II, 
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( 4 .)The grant was made without citing parties wwho' ought .tofhave 


been cited. 

^ -i} * V ” * * si r ^ * f ^ 

(c.) The will of which probate was obtained was forged or revoked. : 

(d.) A obtained letters of administration to the estate ''of B as' his 
widow, but it has since transpired that she was never married to'him.;^;.. '' 

(e.) A has taken administration to the estate of B as. if -he 'had'* died, 
intestate, but a will has since been discovered. . . j r’V/,”- i 'i* 

(/■.) Since probate was granted, a later will has been discoveredijii ^'0 


(g.) Since probate was granted, a codicil' has been discovered,^, jvhich 
revokes or adds to the appointment of executors under the wiiil 


(A.) The person to whom probate was, or letters of ' administration' 
Were, granted has subsequently become of unsound mind. T 


CHAPTER V. 


,,h:. 


Of the Practice in granting and revoking Probates and 
Leiters of Administration.* 


51. The District Judge shall have jurisdiction in granting 
Jurisdiction of District and revoking probates and letters, of' 
Judge in granting and re- administration in all cases within his 
voking probates, &c. district. 


52. The High Court may, from time to time, appoint such 


Power to appoint Delegate judicial officers within any district as it 
of District Judge to deal with thinks fit to act for the District Judge 
non-contentious cases. j^elegates to grant probate and 

letters of administration in non-contentious cases within such local, 


limits as it may, from time to time, prescribe ; 

Provided that, in the case of High Courts not established* 'by ^ 
Royal Charter, such appointment be made with the previous sanc- 
tion of the Local Government. ' ' 

Persons so appointed shall be called “ District Delegates.*' 

53. The District Judge shall have the like powers and' 

District Judge’s powers as authority in relation to < 

to grant cf probate and ad- probate and letters of adniinistrauo 
ministration. g^d all matters connected therewith, as ' 

are by law vested in him in relation to any civil suit or proceeding 
depending in his Court. . . . 


• Compare Act X. of 1865, Pt.'XXXI., as amended b'y^ Acts XXIII. 
of 1875 and VI. of i88x« 
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54. The Districi: Judge may order any person to produce 

District may order and bring into Court any paper or writ- 

person to produce testamen- ing being Or purporting to be testamen- 
tary papers. ^ary which may be shown to be in the 

possession or under the control of such person ; 

and, if it be not shown that any such paper or writing is in 
the possession or under the control of such person, but there is 
reason to believe that he has the knowledge of any such paper or 
writing, the Court may direct him to attend for the purpose of 
being examined respecting ttie same ; 

and he shall be bound to answer sucii questions as may be 
put to him by the Court, and if so ordered, to produce and bring" 
in such paper or writing, and shall be subject to the like punish- 
ment under the Indian Penal Code,* in case of default in not 
attending, or in not answering such ijnestions or not bringing in 
such paper or writing, as he would have been subject to in case he 
had been a party to a suit, and had made such default ; 

and the costs of the proceeding shall be in the discretion of 
the Judge. 

55. The proceedings of the Court of the District Judge, in 
Proceedings of District relation 10 the granting of probate and 

judge’s Court in relation to letters of adminisiiatioh, shall, except as 
probate and administration, hereinafter Otherwise provided, be regu- 
lated, so far as the circumstances of the case will admit, by the 
Code of Civil Procedure.f 

56. Probate of the will or letters of administration to the 
vyhen probate or adminis- estate of a deceased person may be 

tration may be granted by granted by the District Judge under 
•snict Judge. 32^^ qj jjjg ^ appears by a 

petition, verified as hereinafter meat ioned, of the person applying 
tor the same, that cue testator or intest ate, as the case may be, had, 
St the time of his decease, a fixed place of abode, or any property, 
moveable or immoveable, within the jurisdiction of the Judge. 

57. When the application is made tc the Judge of a district 

Disposal of application deceased had no fixed 

to Judge of district in abode at the time of his death, the Judge 
abode. may in his discretion, refuse the appli- 

cation, if, in nis judgment, it could be 


* See Act XLV. of r86o. 

+ See now Act XIV. of i88a, s. 3. 
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whm'tte'’' application '"fs for 'id 

.hem ^absciutci,, o, limited ,o 


Prof f’ f'f ‘.^ministration may, upon appli- 

minisu^ioriavTc -ranS u P«rpose to any District 

fay Delegate. ^ pdegnte, be granted by him in any case 

appears bv neiiiinn r,, -r ''’hicb there is no contention, if it 
testator or hiie.stot/ hereinafter mentioned) that the 

had his fi^ed nf ' h'® 

^Delegate. ^ abode within the jurisdiction of such 


59 . Probate or letters of administration shall have effect 
cr the property, moveable or im* 

thf^ nrrt ' ^ ^''’•s'ration. moveable, of the deceased throughout 
rnn/ihic-''*”^^ which the same is or are* granted, and shall be 
dprf-ic representative title against all debtors of the 

s»nd ^ Persons holding properly which belongs to him, 

And oil indemnity lo all debtors paying their debts, 

ni- f delivering up such property to the person to whom 
P 0 ate or letters of administration shall have been granted : 


f “ Provided 
granted — 


that probates and letters of administration 


(o) by a High Court, or 

(^J by a District Judge, where the deceased at the time of 
his death had his fixed place of abode situate within 
the jurisdiction of such Judge, and such Judge 
certifies that the value of the property afected 
beyond the limits of the province does not exceed 
ten thousand rupees, 

shall, unless otherwise directed by the grant, have like effect 
throughout the whole of British India.” 


6O4 (/) Where probate or letters of administration has or 
have been granted by a Court with the effect referred to in the 


* words “ or are have been inserted by the Repealing and 

Amending Act (XII. of 1891). 

t This proviso has been substituted for the original by Act VIII. of 

*903. . 

+ S. 60 has been re-enacted by Act VIII. of 1903, 
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proviso to section 59, the High Court or District Judge shall send 
a certificate thereof to the following Courts, namely : — 

(a) when the grant has been made by a High Court, jto 
each of the other High Courts, 

(i 5 ) when the grant has been made by a District Judge, to 
the High Court to which such District Judge is 
subordinate, and to each of the other High Courts. ■ 

(a) Every certificate referred to in sub-section (/) shall be to 
the followidg effect, namely : — 

A By Registrar [or as iht case may be] of the High Court 
of Judicature at [or as Hie case may be], hereby certify 

that on the day of , the High Court of Judicature 

at [or as ihe case may granted probate of the will 

[or letters] has [or have] effect over all the property of the de- 
ceased throughout the whole of British India ; ' 

and such certificate shall be filed by the High Court receiving 
the same. 

tj) Where any portion of the assets has been stated by the 
petitioner, as hereinafter provided in sections 62 and 64, to be situate 
within the jurisdiction of a District Judge in another Province, the 
Court required to send the cert'ficate referred to in sub-section (/) 
shall send a copy thereof to such District Judge, and such copy 
shall be filed by the District Judge receiving the same. 

61 . The application for probate or letters of administration, 

Condusiveness of applica- in the manner 

tion for probate or adrainis- hereinafter mentioned, shall be conclu- 
tration, if properly made sive for the purpose of authorizing the 
an veriHed. grant of probate or administration ; and 

no such grant shall be impeached by reason that the testator or 
intestate had no fixed place of abode, or no property within the 
district at the time of his death, unless by a proceeding to revoke 
the grant if obtained by a fraud upon the Court. 

62 . Application for probate or for letters of administration. 

Petition for probate. the will annexed, shall be made 

by a petition distinctly written in English, 
or in the language in ordinary use in proceedings before the Court 
in which the application is made, with the will, or in the cases 
Mentioned in sections 24, 25, and 26, a copy, draft, or statement of 
the contents thereof annexed, and stating — 
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the lime of the testator’s death ; 

that the writing annexed is his last will and testament, or as the 
case may be ; 

that it was duly executed ; 

the amount of assets which are likely to come to the peti* 
tioner’s hands ; 

and, where the application is for probate, that the petitioner is 
the executor named in the will. 


In addition to these particulars, the petition shall further 
state, — 

when the application is to the District Judge, that the deceased, 
at the lime of his death, had a fixed place of abode, or had some 
property situate within the jurisdiction of the Judge; and, 

when the application is to a District Delegate, that the de- 
ceased, at the lime of his death, had a fixed place of abode within 
the jurisdiction of such Delegate. 


“ When the application is to the District Judge, and any portion 
of the assets likely to come to the petitioner’s hands is situate in 
another Province, the petition shall further state the amount of 
such assets in each Province and the District Judges within whose 
jurisdiction such assets are situate."'* 


63. In cases wherein the will, copy, or draft is written in 
In what cases translation ^riy language Other than Englisn, or 


of will to be annexed to 
petition. jjjgg 

translation thereof annexed to the petition by 
Court, if the languag 

Verification of translation 
by person other than Court 
translator. 


than that in ordinary use in proceed- 
before the Court, there shall be a 

a translator of the 

be one for which a translator is appointed, 
or, if the will, copy, or draft be in 
any other language, then by any 
competent to translate the same ' 


which case such translation 
verified by that person in the following manner : — 


shall 


m 

be 


« I, A B, do declare that I read and perfectly understand the 

language and character of the original, and that the above i 
true and accurate translation thereof/' 


This para, has been added by Act Vllh of 19^3* 
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64 . Application for letters of administration shall be made 
Petition for letters of ad- t)y petition distinctly mitten as afore- 
rainistration. said, Stating—* 

the time and place of the deceased’s death, 

the family or other relatives of the deceased, and their respec- 
tive residences, 

the right in which the petitioner claims, ' 

the amount of assest which are likely to come to the peti- 
tioner’s hands. 

In addition to these particulars, the petition shall further, 
state, — 

when the application is to a District Judge, that the deceased 
at the time of his death had a fixed place of abode, or had some 
.property, situate within the jurisdiction of the Judge; and, 

when the application is to a District Delegate, that the de- 
' ceased, at the time of his death, had a fixed place of abode within 
the jurisdiction of such Delegate. 

“ When the application is to the District Judge and any portion 
of the assets likely to come to the petitioner’s hands is situate in 
another Province, the petition shall further state the amount of such 
• assets in each Province, and the District Judges within whose 
jurisdiction such assets are situate.”* 

05 . Every person applying to any of the Courts mentioned 
Additional statements in the proviso to section 59 for probate 
petition for probate, &c. of a will Or letters of administration 
of an estate, intended to have effect throughout British India, 
shall state in his petition, in addition to the matters respectively 
required by sections 62 and 64, that, to the best of his belief, no 
application has been made to any other Court for a probate of the 
same will or for letters of administration of the esame estate, intend- 
ed to have such effect as last aforesaid, 

or, where any such application has been made, the Court to 
which it was made, the person or persons by whom it was made, 
and the proceedings (if any) had thereon. 

And the Court to which any application is made under the 
proviso to section 59 may, if it think fit, reject the same. 


This para, has been added by Act VIII. of 1903. 
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66. The petition for probate or letters of administration shall, 
Petition’for probate or ad- In all cases, be Subscribed by the peti- 

signed and tioner and his pleader, if any, and shall 
be verified by the petitioner in the 
following manner, or to the like effect : — 

“I, A 3, the petitioner in the above petition, declare that 
what is stated therein is true to the best of my information and 
belief.'’ 


67. Where the application is for probate, or for letters of 
Verification of petition for administration, with the will annexed, the 
probate by one witness to petition shall also be verified by at least 

one of the witnesses to the will (when 
procurable) in the manner, or to the effect, following : 


“ I, C D, one of the witnesses to the last will and testament of 
the testator mentioned in the above petition, declare that I was 
present, and saw' the said testator affix his signature {or mark) 
thereto {as ihe case may he) {or that the said testator acknowledged 
the writing annexed to the above petition to be his last will and 
testament in my presence).” , 

68. If any petition or declaration which is hereby required 
Punishment for false aver- to be verified contams any averment 
ment in petition or deciara- which the person making the verification 
* knows or believes to be false, such per- 

son shall be subject to punishment according to the provisions ot 
the law* for the time being in force for &e punishment of giving 
or fabricating false evidence. 


n- . • . T j 69. In all cases it shall be lawful 

for the District Judge or District Dele- 
gate, if he thinks fit, 

to examine the petitioner in person upon oath, and also 

to require further evidence of the due execution of the will or the 
, , right of the petitioner to the letters of ad- 

requ.re further ev.dence, ministration, as the case may be, and 

to issue citations calling upon all persons 

j ■ -.a- a • auv interest in the estate of the deceased 

and issue citations to in- iincicsi j be- 

spect proceedings. to come and see^ the proce g 

fore the grant of probate or letters of administr ation. 

* See the Indian Penal Code (Act XLV. of j86o), Ch. XI. 
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The citation shall be fixed up in some conspicuous part of the 
„ , Court-house, and also in the office of the 
Pubhcauonofctauon. CoUector o£ the district, and otherwise 

published or made known in such manner as the Judge or Dele- 
gate issuing the same may direct. 

“ Where any portion of the assets has been stated by the peti- 
tioner to be situate within the jurisdiction of a District Judge in. 
another Province, the District Judge issuing the same shall cause a 
copy of the citation to be sent to such other District Judge, who 
shall publish the same in the same manner as if it were a citation 
issued by himself, and shall certify such publication to the District 
Judge who issued the citation.”**^ 

70. Caveats against the grant of probate or letters of adminis- 
GsLvsuts grsint of tration may be lodged with the District 

probate or adminstration. Judge or a District Delegate ; and, im- 
mediately on any caveat being lodged with any District Delegate,, 
he shall send a copy thereof to the District Judge ; and, immediately 
on a caveat being entered with the District Judge, a copy tliereof. 
shall be given to the District Delegate, if any, within whose jurisdic- 
tion it is alleged the deceased had his fixed place of abode at the time 
of his death, and to any other Judge or District Delegate to whom it 
may appear to the District Judge expedient to transmit the same. 

71. The caveat shall be to 
following effect ; — 

“ Let nothing be done in the matter of the estate of A B, 
of , deceased, who died on the day of , 

St without notice to C D, of . 

72. No proceeding shall be taken on a petition for probate 
After entry of caveat no 0^ letters of administration after a caveat 

proceeding taken on petition against the grant thereof has been enter- 
untii after notice to caveator, ^j^h the Judge or District Delegate 

to whom the application has been made, or notice thereof has been 
given of its entry with some other Delegate, until after such notice 
to the person by whom the same has been entered, as the Court 
shall think reasonable. 

73. A District Delegate shall not grant probate or letters of 
District Delegate when not administration in any case in which there 

or adminis- is contention as to the grant, or in which 
it othenvise appears to him that probate 
or tetters of adminisitration ought not to be granted in his Court. 


Form of caveat. 


the 


late 


This para, has been added by Act VIII. of 1903. 
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Explanation.— “contention” is understood the appearance 
of any one m person, or by his recognized agent, or by a pleader 
duly appointed to act on his behalf, to oppose the proceeding. 


74. In every case in which there is no contention, but it ap- 
Power to iransmit state- to the District Delegate doubtful 

ment to District Judge in whether the probate or letters of adminis. 
tention ^^^tion should or should not be granted, 

, or when any question arises in relation 
to the g^ant, or application for the grant, of any probate or letters 
of adminisiration, the District Delegate may, if he thinks proper, 
transmit a statement of the matter in question to the District Judge, 
who may direct the District Delegate to proceed in the matter of 
the application, according to such instructions as to the Judge may 
seem necessary, or may forbid any further proceeding by the Dis- 
trict Delegate in relation to the matter of such application, leaving 
the party applying for the grant in question to make application to 
the Judge. 


75. In every case 


Procedure where there is 
contention or District Dele- 
gate thinks probate or letters 
of administration should be 
refused in his Court. 


in which there is contention or the District 
Delegate is of opinion that the probate 
or letters or administration should be 
refused in his Court, the petition, with 
any documents that may have been filed 
therewith, shall be returned to the person 
by whom the application was made, in order that the same may be 
presented to the District Judge ; unless the District Delegate thinks 
it necessary, for the purposes of justice, tO' impound the same, 
which he is hereby authorized to do j and in that case the same 
shall be sent by him to the District Judge. 


76. Whenever it appears to the Judge or District Delegate 

Grant of probate to be un- that probate of " a will should be granted, 
der seal of Court. he shall grant the same under tne seal 

of his Court in manner following : — 


“ I, , Judge of the district of 

(tfr Delegate appointed for granting pro- 
Form .of such grant. administration in [Aert 

insert the limits of tkt Delegates jurtsdiction)] hereby make known 
that, on the day of m the year 

,, the last will of l^te of 


f 
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a copy whereof is hereunto annexed, was proved and registered be- 
fore me, and that administration of the property and credits of the 
said deceased, and in any way concerning his will, was granted to 

, tire executor in the said will named, ht hav- 
ing underiaken io administer the same, and to make a full and true 
inventory of the said property arid credits, and exhibit the same in this 
Court within six months from the date of this grant, or within such 
further time as the Court may, from time to time, appoint ; and also 
io render to this Court a true account of the said properly and credits 
within one j ear from the same dale, or within such further time as the 
Court may, from time io time, appoint:* 

“The day of 18 


77. Whenever it appears to the District Judge or District 
Grant of letters of adminis- Delegate that letters of administration to 
tfation to be under seal of the estate of a person deceased, with of 

without a copy of the will annexed, 
should be granted, he shall grant the same under the seal of his 
Court in manner following : — 


“I. 

From of such grant. 


, Judge of the district of [or 

Delegate appointed for granting probate 
or letters of administration in (here in- 
sert the limits of the Delegates iurisdiciion)^, hereby make known 
that, on the day of , letters of adminis- 

tration (with or without the will annexed, as the case may be) of the 
property and credits of , late of , 

deceased, were granted to , the father {or as the 

case may be) of the deceased, he having undertaken to administer the 
' same, and to make a ftdl and true inventory of the said property and 
credits, and exhibit the same in this Court within six months from 
the date of this giani, or within such further time as the Court may 
from, time to time, appoint ; . and also io render to this Court a true 


^ * The italicized words ending s, 76 have been substituted for the words, 

he having undertaken to administer the same and to make a true inven- 
the said property and credits, and to exhibit the same at or beforje 
the expiration of six months from the date of this, grant, and also to render 
a true account of the said property and credits within one yean from the 
same date," by the Probate and Administration Act (VI. of 1886), s. la. j 
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/ nf/ftP ^atd troUriv credits within one year from the sam 
°Z or /,« « tko court otayjrou /« . /«, 

dayoJ -8 


The 

78. Every person 

Administration-bond. 


to whom any grant 

hon is committed, and, if the Judge w 
Administration-bono. ^jj-ect, any person to '^0® probate is ^ 

„^,ed. sh^ give a bon^ .o .be ^Jad^^ : 

r: Ops'Ll enJag£g 

L"tr‘ns“dg°! f.om time ti time, by any geaeral or 

sDGcitxl order, directs. ^ ^ , 

79. The Court may, ™ i 

UDOD such terms as to secunty. or provimi« 

■be paid into Court, or .otherwise, as t J be eoftH 

Aa'^same to soma proper person, who sM tn 

to sue on the said bond m his own name as n 

Si^naUy given to him instead of to ^ Judg 

shSl be entitled to recover thereon, as ms 

•ested, the full amount recoverable m respect y 

80. No probate of a will shaU ^ days, and » 

Tta.b.fere which probate f adSnl^on ,shaU be 

--clear days, from the day of the testator or sighed, eve^^iS' 

81. Until a pubUc ^^rju^-td' ^ 

Filing oj original wills of preserve. ^ Jjjch pro 

'litrS 

will annexe d, may be granted b y 


ana d»3w» - - 

- one year from the same 
of 1889), s. 13 - 
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shall make regulations for the preservation and inspection of the 
will so filed as Aforesaid.'*’ 


S2. After any grant of probate or letters of administration, no 
Grantee of probate or ad- Other than the pcrsoii to whom the same 
ininistrat'uin alone 10 sue, &c„ shall have been granted shall have power 
•until same revoked. jq gug or prosecute any Suit, or otherwise 

act as representative of the deceased, throughout the province in 
which the same may have been granted, until such probate or letters 
of administration shall have been recalled or revoked. 


83. In any case before the District Judge in which there is 
Procedure in contentious Contention, the proceedingsf shall take, 
cases. as nearly as may be, the form of a suit, 

according to the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure, J in 
which the petitioner for a probate or letters of administration, as the 
case may be, shall be the plaintiff, and the person who may have 
appeared as aforesaid to oppose the grant slmll be die defendant. 


84. Where any probate is, or letters of administration are, 
Payment to executor or ad- revoked, all payments bona fidi made to 


zninistratur before probate or 
administration revoked. 


» r J , 

any executor or administrator under such 
probate or administration before the re- 
vocation thereof shall, notwithstanding such revocation, be a legal 
discharge to the person making the same ; 


and the executor or administrator, who shall have acted under 
Right of such executor or ^uch revoked probate or adrainistra- 

adrainistrator to recoup him- tion, may retain and reimburse himself 
* out of the assets of the deceased in res- 

pect of any payments made by him which the person to whom 
probate or letters of administration shall be afterwards granted 
might have lawfully made. 

85. Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, it shall. 
Power to refuse letters of except in cases to which the Plindu Wills 
administration. Act, 1870, applies,^ be in the discretion 

For rules made by the Chief Commissioner (now Lieutenant-Gover* 
nor) of Burma, see Burma Rules Manual, Ed. 1897, p. 18. 

t The Word " proceedings ” has been substituted for the word " pro- 
ceeding ’ by the Repealing and Amending Act (XII. of 1891). 
t “ow Act V. of igo8. 

T . ^ Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870) applies to the Wills of Hindus* 
j nas, bikhs, and Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the 
Towns of Madras and Bombay. 
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92 . When there are several executors or administrators the 

powers of_ all may, in the absence of 
any direction to the contrary in the 
. grant or letters or administration, 

be exercised by any one of them who has proved the will or taken 
out administration. 


Powers of severg,! exe- 
cutors or administrators ex- 
erciseable by one. 


Illustrations. 


'v'nS («.) One of several e.\'ecutors has power to .release a debt due to the 
deceased 

(6.) One has power to surrender a lease. 

(c.) One has power to sell the property of the deceased, moveable or 
immoveable. 

(ei.) One has power to assent to a legacy. 

(tf ) One ^has power to endorse a promissory note payable to the 
deceased. 

(/) The will appoints C, and D, to be executors, and directs that 

two cf them shall be a quorum. No act can be done by a single executor. 


93. Upon the death of one or more of several e.xecutors or 
Survival of powers on administrators, all the powers of the 
death of one of several exe- office become, in the absence of any 
cutors or administrators. direction to the Contrary' in the will or 
grant of letters of administration, vested^in the survivors or survivor. 

£ 4 . The administrator of effects unadministrered has, with 
Powers of administrator of respect to such effects, the same powers 
effects unadministired. as the original executor or administrator. 

95. An administrator during mino- 
rity has all the powers of an ordinaiy 
administrator. 

96 . When probate or letters of administration shall have 
Powers of married exe- been granted to a married woman, she 
cutrix or administratrix. has all tlie powers of an ordinary exe- 

cutor or administrator. 


Powers^ of administrator 
during minority. 
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CHAPTER m 

Of the Duties of an Executor or Administrator.* 

97 . It is the duty of an executor to provide funds for the 
As to deceased's funeral performance of the necessary funeral 

ceremonies. Ceremonies of the deceased in a manner 

suitable to his condition if he has left property sufficient for the 
purpose. 

98 . t (i) An executor or administrator shall, within six months 

, ^ , from the grant of probate or letters of 

nven ory an accoun . administration, or wthin such further 

time as the Court which granted the probate or letters may, from 
-Ume to time, appoint, exhibit in that Court an inventory containing 
a full and true estimate of all the property in possession, and all 
the credits, and also all the debts owing by any person to which the 
executor or administrator is entitled in that character, and shall, in 
like manner, within one year from the grant, or within such furffier 
time as the said Court may, from time to time, appoint, exhibit an 
account of the estate, showing the assets which have come to his 
hands, and the manner in which they have been applied or disposed 
of. 


( 2 ) The High Court may, from time to time, prescribe the form 
in which an inventory or account under this section is to be exhi- 
bited. 

(j) If an executor 'or administrator, on being required by the 
Court to exhibit an inventory or account under this section, inten- 
lionaily omits to comply with the requisition, he shall be deemed 
to have committed an offence under secdon 176 of the Indian 
Penal Code. 

(^) The exhibition of an intentionally falsa inventory or ac- 
count under this section shall be deemed to be an offence under 
section 193 of that Code. 


1875* XXXIV., as amended by Act XIIl. of 

. ^ section has been substituted for the original s, 98 by the Pro- 

tJateand Administration Act (VI, of X889), s, 1 $. 
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llluitration. 


A has bequeathed to B a diamond ring, valued at 500 rupees and In C 
'°P° rupees. It is found necessary to selfall the effect 

o/th;q*^f 0^ are only 1,000 rupees 

Of this sum, Rupees 333.5.4 arc to be paid to B, and Rupees 666.10-8 to C 


111. For the purpose of abatement, a legacy for life, a sun 
Legacies treated as general appropriated by the will to produce ar 
for purpose of abatement. annuity, and the value of an annui^ 
when no sum has been appropriated to produce it, shall be treatec 
as general legacies. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Of THE E.vecotok's AlSsent to a Legacy.® 


Assent necessary to com- 112 . The assent of the e.Yecutor 

plete legatee’s title. js necessary to complete a legatee's title 

to his legacy. 


Illusirations. 

(^0 A, by his wilK bequeaths to B his Government Paper, which is in 
deposit with the Bank of Bengal. The Bank has no authority to deliver 
the securities, nor B a right to take possession of them, without the assent 
or the executor, 

( 3 .) A, by his will, has bequeathed to C his house in Calcutta in the 
tenancy of B. C is not entitled to receive the rents without the assent of 
the executor. 


113 . The assent of the executor to a specific bequest shall 
Effect of e.xecutor’s assent be suflicient to divest his interest as e.Y- 

to specific legacy. cutor therein, and to transfer the sub- 

ject of the bequest to the legatee, unless the nature or the circum- 
stances of the property require that it shall be transferred in a parti- 
cular way. 


This assent 

Nature of assent. 


may be verbal, and it may be either express 
or implied from the conduct of the ex- 
ecutor. 


* Compare Act X. of 1865, Pt. XXXV. The provisions in Ch. VIII- 
as to an executor apply also to an administrator with the will annexed.-^ 
See s* 140, in/ra. 
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Ulusiraiwns* 

(/T.) A bor^e 5s bequeathed. The executor requests the lcgV.ee to du« 
pose of it, or a third patty proposes to purchase the horAC itom the cx^-culor, 
and he directs him to apply to the legatee. Assent to the legacy is 5mplic<i. 

(b ) The interest of a fund is directed by the vAU lo be .applied for the 
maintenance of the legatee during his minority. The executor commences 
so to apply it. This is an assent to the whole of the betjucst. 

(r.) A bequest is made of a fund to A, and after him to U. The cxc* 
Tutor pays the interest of the fund to A, This is an implied as:cnt to the 
bequest lo B. 

(ti) Executors die after paying all the debts of the testator, but before 
satisfaction of specific legacies. Assent to the legacies nny be presumed, 

if.) A persen to whom a. specific article has been bequeathed take:> 
possession of it> and retains it without any objection on the part of the ex- 
ecutor. His assent may be presumed. 


The assent of an execittor to a lcg:\cy tnay be condi- 
tional. and if ihc condition be one which 
he has a right lo enforce, and it Is no: 
performed, there is no assent. 


114. 

Conditional absent. 


liiusiraiigriSn 


(rt.) A bequeaths to B his lands of Sultanpur, which, at the date of the 
will, and at the death of A, were subject to a mortgigc for JO.CCO rupees. 
The executor asicnta to the bequest on condition th it B shall, within a 
limittd time, p.iy the amount due on the mortgage at the tc^tator^s death. 
The amotmt is not paid. There is no assent. 

} The executor absents lo a bequest on condition that thu legatee 
shall pay him a sum of money. The piymcnt is not made. The a.s:,cnt hi 
nev<rthcless valid. 


115. When Uie executor is ; 

Assent of executor to his I’^STACy 
ownlegacy. tO k In 

when tlic bequest is (o anotlier 
manner bo express or implied. 

Assent shall be implied if, in 


L legatee, his assent to his owix 
is ueccssiiy to complete his title 
the s,\me way as k is ictjuircd 
i>crson, and his ashOj)t may in like 


his 


manner of administering tlio 
properly, he does any act which is re- 
ferable to his character of legatee, and is 
not referable to his character of executor. 


Implied assent. 


Iilusira{i6ft» 

An executor takes the rent of a house or the interest of Government 
securities bequeathed to him, and applies it to his own use. This is assent. 
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probat* and administration. 

if u 

produce the lDnu4"sTanbe“nveste? ^ sum siilBcienf to 

cunties as the High Court mTL S si? 

from time to time, authorize or dirwt.^^ made 


124* Where a b6^^pQ^ ?o r 

in"vSai,Ti: 

the estate to the rpQiH MO.,. ‘^misfer the whole residu?Tf 


te estate to the residuair letaternf ^ ' v »< 

curtly /or the payment of lhe° legac/, S it llfbeSleTf “®"' 

1 r%e* T-r*! 


tion to invest in specficll se' sot]tf 

securities, so much of the 
invested in securities of his death, 

money, and invested in such sectfride?^ converted into 


««”p“ 

version and investment/ last-preceding section shall be- 

ner, as the executor, in his dil?Sfon! AillS 151 ^"’ 


InterLt pay^bll investment shall be corn- 

vestment. in- piefed, the person who would be for the 

fund when so invested chov being entitled to the income of the 
cent, per annum un^ u ^he rate of she per 

the date of the testatorifT , ”^^^het-value (to be completed as of 

Uot yet have bean so ' 


here, by the terms of a bequest, die legatee is entitled 
where minor en- the immediate payment or possession 

or PossessToro1'?equ^estTn"i f bequeathed, but 

no direction to pay to person ^ minor, and there is no direction in 
on his behalf. the will to pay it to any person on his 

shall nav Ar XL behalf, the executor or administrator 

bv whLf nr K^ ’"to the Court of the District Judge 

of adminktrif-A ^/^trict Delegate, the probate was, or letters 

count of tL / annexed, were, granted, to the ao 

Wards' aiTd legatee be a ward of the Court of 

leffaev ^ of Wards, the 

legacy shall be paid into that Court to his account ; 
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and such payment into the Court of the District Judge, or into 
the Court of Wards, as the case may be, shall be a suQicient dis- 
charge for the money so paid ; 

and such money, when paid in, shall be invested in the purchase 
of Government securities, which, with the interest thereon, shall be 
transferred or paid to the person entitled thereto, or otheiavise ap- 
plied for his benefit, as the Judge or the Court of Wards, as the case 
may be, may direct. 


CHAPTER XI. 

Of the Produce and Interest of Legacies.* 

1 28. The legatee of a specific legacy is entitled to the clear 
Legai^e’s title to produce -produce thereof, if any, from the testa- 
of Specific legacy. tor^s death, 

Exetpiiolu — A. specific bequest, contingent in its terms, does 
not comprise the produce of the legacy bet\veen the deadi of die 
testator and the vesting of the legacy. 

The clear produce of it forms part of the residue of tiie testa- 
tor s estate. 

IlUisiraiions. 

^ (a.) A bequeaths his flock of sheep to B. Between the death of A and 
delivery by his executor, the sheep are shorn, or snine of the ewes produce 
lambs. The wool and lambs are the property of B. 

(6.) A bequeaths his Government securities to B, but postpones the 
delivery of them till the death of C, The interest which falls due between 
the death of A and the death of C belongs to B, and must, unless he is a 
minor, be paid to him as it is received. 

(c.) The testator bequeaths all his four per cent. Government promis- 
sory notes to A when he shall complete the age cf 18, A. if he complete 
that age, is entitled to receive the notes, but the interest which accrues 
respect of them, between the testator*s death and A^s completing l8, forms 
part of the residue. 

129. The legatee under a general residuary bequest is^ 
Residuary legatee’s title to entitled to the produce of the residuary 
produce of residuary fund. fund from the testator's death. 

Exetpiion . — A general residuary bequest contingent in ita^ 
terms does not comprise the income which may accrue upon the 


♦ Compare Act X. of 1865, Pt. XXXVIII. 
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between the death of the testator andthevesins 


Such income goes as undisposed of. 


Jiiusiraitons, 

the testator^s death belongs to A/ ^ ^ 

shall t’4l.'e‘?he“t'e'’„7“1‘'’V‘,?. “f ">= r^'"^ k' 

receive the residl^ The inenr^I he complete that age, is entitled to 

the testator’s ‘‘ -- 

130. Where no time has been fi-Ted for the payment of a 

for general legacy, interest begins to run 

for payment of general lega- from the \xpiktion of one yL frS 

the testator's death. 

don iTZutZli} * u bequeathed in satisfac. 

non 01 a debt, interest runs from the death of the testator. 

of the~]e^t7^ !!7 ^ parent or a more remote ancestor 

leontee the leo-irv bimself in the place of a parent of the 

legatee, the legacy shall bear interest from the death of the testator. 

tn ^ bequeathed to a minor with a direction 

dea?h of the t^eLto^ 


here a time has been fixed for the pajroent of a 
Interest when time fi.ved. general legacy, interest begins to nrn 

from the time so fixed. 

interest up to such time forms part of the residue of the 
testator s estate. ^ 


Exaphon. Where the testator was a parent or a more re- 
mote ancestor of the legatee, or has put himself in the place of a 
parent of the legatee, and the legatee is a minor, the legacy shall 
bear interest from the death of the testator, unless a specific sum 
fe given by the will for maintenance, or unless the will contains a 
•direction to the contrary. 


132. The rate of interest shall be 
six per cent, per annum. 


Rate of interest. 
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133 - No interest is payable on the arrears of an annuity with- 
No interest on arrears of « t^e first year from ^e death of the 
annuity within first year after testator, although a period earlier thaT> 
testator’s death. jjjg expiration of that year may have 

been fixed by the will for making the first payment of the annuity. 

134 . Where a sum of money is directed to be invested to 
Interest on sum to be in* produce an annuity, interest is payable 
vested to produce annuity. On it from the death of the testator. 


CHAPTER Xn. 

Of the Refunding of Legacies.* 

135 . An executor who has paid a legacy under the order of 

Refund of legacy paid un- a Judge is entitled to call upon the 

dec Judge’s orders. legatee to refund in the event of the 

assets proving insufl&cient to pay all the legacies. 

136 . When an executor has voluntarily paid a legacy, he 

No refund if paid volun- canuot call upon a legatee to refund in 

tarily. - the event of the assets proving insuffi- 

cient to pay all the legacies. 

137 . When the time prescribed by the will for the perform- 

_ , , , , , ance of a condition has elapsed, without 

conii“''due”on"peXmance condition having been performed, 

of condition within further and the executor has thereupon, without 
time allowed. fraud, distributed the assets, in such 

case, if further time has, under the second clause of this section, 
been allowed for the performance of the condition, and the condi- 
tion has been performed accordingly, the legacy cannot be claimed 
from the executor, but those to whom he has paid it are liable to 
refund the amount. 

Where the will requires an act to be performed by the legatee 
within a specified time, either as a condition to be fulfilled before 
the legacy is enjoyed, or as a condition upon the non-fulfilment of 
which the subject-matter of the bequest is to go over to another 
person, or the bequest is to cease to have effect, the act must be 


* Compare Act X. of 1865, Pt. XXXIX. The provisions in Ch. XII. 
as to an executor apply also to an administrator v/ith the will annexed.— - 
See s, 148, jw/ra. 
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■performed within the time specified, unless the performance of it 
'be prevented by fraud: in which case such further time shall be 
•allowed as is requisite to make up for the delay caused by such 
•fraud. 


188. When the executor has paid away the assets in legacies, 
When each legatee com- Is afterwards obliged to discharge 

peliable to refund in proper- a debt of which he had no previous no- 

. tice, he is entitled to call upon each 
legatee to refund in propordon. 


139.*' Where an executor or administrator has given such 
p.. , £ . notices as the High Court may, by any 

general rule to be made from time to 
time, prescribe for creditors and others to send in to him their 
claims against the estate of the deceased, he shall, at the expiration 
of the time therein named for sending in -claims, be at liberty to 
distribute the assets to, or any part thereof in discharge of, such 
lawful claims as he knows of, and shall not be liable for the assets 
so distributed to any person of whose claim he has not had notice 
at the time of such distribution ; 


but nothing herein contained shall prejudice the right of any 

_ , ,, . creditor or claimant to follow the assets 

Creator may foltov asseU. 

persons who may have received the same respectively. 


140.*' A creditor who has not received payment of his debt 
Creditor may call upon le- may Call upon a le^tee who has receiv- 
gatee to refund. ed payment of his legacy to refund, 

whether the assets of ihe testator’s estate were or were not sufficient 
at the time of his death to pay both debts and legacies and whe- 
ther the payment of the legacy by the executor was voluntary or 
not 


141. If the assets were sufficient to satisf}' all the legacies at 
„„ , ^ I. .• r 4 ^1“® ^*me of the testator's death, a legatee 

When egatee. not satisfied , , received payment of his 

or compelled to refund under “Ot reccivcu pa; 

section 140, cannot oblige legacy, or who has been compejiea to 
one paid in full to refund. refund, under the last-preceding section, 
cannot oblige one who has received payment in full to refund, 
whether the legacy were paid to him with or without suit, althougn 


• For limitation of suits to compel a refund under ss, 139 and 140* 
the Indian Limitation Act (XV. of 1877), Sch. If., No. 43 ’ 
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-the assets have subsequently become deficient by the wasting: of 
the executor. 

142. If the assets were not sufficient to satisfy all the legacies 
When unsatisHed legatee at the time of the teslaior’s death, a 

must first proceed against legatee who has not received pa)TneDt 
executor, if solvent. gf t,is legacy must, before he can call 

on a satisfied legatee to refund, first proceed against die executor, 
if he is solvent; but, if the executor is insolvent, or not liable to 
pay, the unsatisfied legatee can oblige each satisfied legatee to re- 
fund in proportion. 

143. The refunding of one legatee to another shall not e.x- 
Limit to refunding of one cced the sum by which the satisfied 

legatee to another. legacy Ought to have been reduced if 

the estate had been properly administered. 


Jllusir^tion, 

A has bequeathed 240 rupees to B, 4S0 rupees to C, and 720 rupees to 
D. The assets are only 1,200 rupees, and, if properly administered, would 
give 200 rupees to B, 400 rupees to C, and coo rupees to D. C and D 
have been paid their legacies in full, leaving nothing to B. B can oblige 
C to refund So rupees, and D to refund 120 rupees. 

Refunding to be without 144 . The_ refunding shall in all 

interest. cases be without interest. 

145. The surplus or residue of the deceased’s property, after 
Residue after usual pay- payment of debts and legacies, shall be 
merits to be paid to residuary paid to the residuary legatee when any 
legatee. been appointed by tlie will. 

145 A* Where a person not having his domicile in British 

c , , Q . India has died, leaving assets both in 
iransferof assets from Bn- -ry v 1 j • .u . • 

tish India to executor or ad- British India, and, m the country m 
minisirator in country of which he had his domicile at the time of 
domicile for distribution. lijg death, and there have been a grant 
of probate or letters of administration in British India with respect 
to the assets there and a grant of administration in the country of 
domicile with respect to the assets in that country, the executor or' 
administrator, .as the case may be, in British India, after having 
given such notices as are mentioned in section 139 , and after 


,,, 14SA has been inserted 

(il. of rSpo), s, 16. 


by the Probate and Administration Act 
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having discharged, at the expiration of the time tlierein named,, 
such la\\'ful claims as he knows of, may, instead of himself distri- 
buting any surplus or residue of the deceased’s property to persons 
residing out of British India, who are entitled thereto, transfer, with 
the consent of tire executor or administrator, as the case may be, 
in tire country of domicile, the surplus or residue to him for 
distribution to tiiose persons. 


CHAPTER Xm. 

Op the Liability of an Executor or Administrator for 
Devastation.’'" 

146. When an executor or administrator misapplies the estate 
Liability of executor or ad- of the deceased, _ or subjects it to loss or 
ministrator for devastation, damage, he is liable to make good the 
loss or damage so occasioned. 

Ilhistraiioiis, 

(a.) The executor pays out of the estate an unfounded claim. He is 
liable to make good the loss caused by the payment. 

(6.) The deceased had a valuablt; lease renewable by notice, which the 
executor neglects to give at the proper time. The executor is liable to make 
good the loss caused by the neglect. 

(c.) The deceased had a lease of less value than the rent payable for it, 
but terminable on notice at a partiruiar time. The executor neglects to give 
the notice. He is liable to make good the loss, 

14*7. When an executor or administrator occasions a loss to 
For neglect to get in any the estate by neglecting to get in any 
part of property. part of the property of the deceased, he 

is liable to make good the amount. 

2lhisirdi,iions, 

(a.) The executor absolutely relea'?es a debt due to the deceased from a 
solvent person, or compounds with a debtor who is able to pay in full. 1 he 
executor is liable to make good the amount so lost. 

(^.) The executor neglects to sue for a debt till the debtor is able to 
plead the Act for the limitation of suits, t and the debt is thereby, ^ 

estate. The executor is liable to make good the amount of the debt. 


* Compare Act X. of i 86 s> Pt. XL. * 
t See Act XV. of 1877, now Act IX. of igoS. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Miscellaneous. 

148 In Chapters Vffl., IX., X., and XH. of this Act, the 
. ' provisions as to an executor shall apply 

.tninisuatorwi^hwiiun^exe^ also to an administrator with the will 

annexed. 


'Saving clause. 


149 . 

shall — 


Nothing herein contained 


(a) validate any testamenta^ dispositions which would other- 

wise have been invalid ; 

(b) invalidate any such disposition which would otherwise 

. have been valid ; 

(c) deprive any person of any right of_ maintenance to which 

he would otherwise have been entitled , or 

(d) affect the rights, duties, and privileges of tlie Adminis- 

trator-General of Bengal, Madras, or Bombay.*' 

150 No proceedings to obtain probate of a will or letters of 
. . administration to the estate of any Hindu, 

_ P'-obate and administration j^yh^mmadau, Buddhist, or persons ex- 

from"succL"fon"ATTo" be empted under section 332 of the Indian 
granted only under this Act. Succession Act, 1 86 5 ) 1 ’ shall be instituted 
in any Court in British India except under this Act. 

X'oX. S^Rtptal of poriions of Ad XXVll. of / 6 ’ 5 o.] Repealed 
by the Succession Ceriificaie Act ( VII. of 188^.') 


152 . The grant of 

Grant of probate or ad- 
ministration to supersede cer- 
tificate under Act XXVII. _ of 
i860 or Bombay Regulation 
VIII. of 1827. 

of 1827; and when, at 
letters, any suit or other 


probate or letters of administration under 
this Act, in respect of any property, shall 
be deemed to supersede any certificate 
previously granted in respect of the same 
property under| Act No. XXVH. of 
1 860, § or Bombay Regulation No. VIIL 
the time of the grant of such probate or 
proceeding instituted by the holder of such 


• See Act II. of 1874- 
t Act X. of 1865. 


i Here the wofds “the said,” being repealed by the Repealing and 

Amendmg repealed by the Succession Certificate 

Act (VII. of 1880) • but see saving in s. 2 of the latter Act. 

Act V. 188I.— 4. 
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certificate regarding such property is pending, the persons to whom 
such grant is made shall, orx applying to the Court iiv which sucli 
suit or proceeding is pending, be entitled to take the place of such 
holder in such suit or proceeding : 

Provided that, when any certificate is superseded under this 
section, all payments made to the holder of such certificate in 
ignorance of such supersession shall be held good against claims 
under the probate or letters of administration. 

158 . \_Ammdmtnt of Court Fees Act ( VIL of Repealed 

hy the Succession Certificate Act {VlL of i 88 g). 

Amendment of Hindu Wills 154- The following amendments 

Act, 1S70. shall be made in the Hindu Wills Act, 

1870* (namely) : — 

(a.) For the portion of section 2 commencing with the words 
“section 179.” and ending with the words, “ administrator with the 
will annexed," the words, “ and section 187," shall be substituted. 

( 3 .) The third clause of section 3 and the last clause of section 
6 shall be repealed. 

{c.) In section 6, for the words “ one hundred and three and 
one hundred and eighty-two/’ the words “ and one hundred and 
. three," shall be substituted. 

155 . Ail grants of probate of the will or letters of adminis- 
Vahdatioo of gtan:» of pro* tration to the estate of any deceased 
bate and administration made Hindu, Muhammadan, or Buddhist, or 
in British Burma. person exempted under section 33^ 

of the Indian Succession Act, 1865,! which, before this Act comes 
into force, have been made in British Burma,^ shall, whenever such 
grant would have been lawful if this Act had been in force, be 
deemed to have been made in accordance with law. 

156 - {Amendment of Limitation Act, Repealed hy Act 

IX. of tgo 8 . 


* See Act XXI. of tSyo. 

t Act X. of 1865 . r „ A^f rvx: 

+ Read now “ Lower Burma.” See the Upper Burma Laws Act (AA. 

of j886), s. 4. 
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Whaa a errant of probate or letters of administra- 
fij vv 4 5^^ .g OJ. annuUed under this 

Ad, ae peim to whom *e gr^t was 
Son. made shall forthwith deliver up the pro- 

bate or letters to the Court which made the grant. 

( 2 ) If such person wilfully, and without sufficient cauK oiffite 
so to deliver up the probate or letters, he shall be p^^ed with 
fine which may extend to one thousand imprison- 

ment which may extend to three months, or with both. 


« S. IS7 has been added by the Probate and Administration Act (Vi. 
oJ aSSp), 3. 17. 
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THE PROVINCIAL INSOLVENCY ACT. igo7- 

. (Act No. III. of 1907). 

Pa'SSED BV the GoVBaSOR-GENBRAl. OF INDIA IN CoUNCID. 
Ricmti His ExccUmcy's Assent an the is‘h March, igoy. 


Short title, extent, and 

commencement. 


An^\Act io comolidaU and ammd iht Laio r dating to bmlvincy in 

- till Sa. as ad, nintsurci by Courts haying jurisdtettan 
outside the Presidency -towns and the Town of Rangoon. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 
rela J toTr^^^^lvency in BriU India as administered by Courts 
rS" jurisdiction outside the Presidency-towns and the Town of 
Rangoon; It is hereby enacted as follows 

1 . (/) This Act may be called the 
Provincial Insolvency Act, 29^7* 

It extends to the whole of British India except the Sche- 
duled Districts : and 

( 5 ) It shall come into force on the first day of January 1908 . 

2. ( 0 In this Act, unless there is 

-Definitions. anything repugnant in the subject or 

context, — 

{aV‘ available act of insolvency” means any act of insol- 
^ ^ vency available for an insolvency-petition at the date 
of the presentation of the petition on which the order 
of adjudication is made : 

f« “creditor” includes a decree-holder, “ debt ” includes 
a udgmenl-debt, and “debtor” mclades a judg- 
ment-debtor: c 

“District Court” means the principal Civil Court of 
o Snal jurisdiction in any area outside the local 
rS for the time being of the Presidency-towns, 
and of the Town of Rangoon : 

(d) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under 
this Act : 
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(tf) “property" includes any property over which or the 
profits of which any person has a disposing power 
which he may exercise for his own benefit : 

(/) “secured creditor" includes a landlord who, under 
any enactment for the time being in force, has a 
charge on land for the rent of that land ; and 

(^) “ the Court ” means the Court exercising jurisdiction 
under this Act. 


(2) Save as herein otherwise provided, all words and expres- 
sions defined in the Code of Civil Procedure* shall have the same 
meanings as those respectively assigned to them in the said Code.* 

, . . 3 . (/) The District Courts shall be 

Insolvency-juns ic ion. Courts having jurisdiction under this 

Act : 


Provided that the Local Government may, with the previous 
sanction of the Governor-General in Council, by notification in the 
local oflScial Gazette, invest any Court subordinate to a District 
Court with jurisdiction in any class of cases, and any Court so in- 
vested shall, within the local limits of its jurisdiction, have con- 
current jurisdiction with the District Court under this Act, 

(2) For the purposes of this Act, a Court of Small Causes 
shall be deemed to be subordinate to the District Court. 


Acts of insolvency. 


4. A debtor commits an act of in- 
solvency in each of the following cases, 
namely — 


(a) if, in British India or elsewhere, he makes a transfer of 

his property to a third person for the benefit of bis 
creditors generally ; 

(b) if, in British India or elsewhere, he makes a transfer of 

his property, or of any part thereof, with intent to 
, defeat or delay his creditors ; 

(t) if, in British India or elsewhere, he makes any transfer of 
his property, or of any part thereof, or of aiiy interest 
therein, which would, under this or any other - 
ment for the time being'in force, be void as a frau 
ulent preference if he were adjudged an insolven , 


* Act XIV. of 1882, 


of 1907.] 
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(d) if, with intent to defeat or delay his creditors,— 

(0 he departs or remains out of British India, 

(ii) he departs from his dwelling-house or usual place of 
business, or otherwise absents himself, 

(k’i) he secludes himself so as to deprive his creditors of 
the means of communicating with him ; 

(if) if any of his property has been sold in execution of the 
decree of any Court for the payment of money; 

(y) if he petitions to be adjudged as insolvent under the 
provisions of this Act ; 

(^) if he gives notice to any of his creditors that he has 
suspended, or -that he is about to suspend, payment 
of his debts ; 

(A) if he is imprisoned in execution of the decree of any 
Court for the payment of money. 

Explanaiion . — For the purposes of this section, the act of an 
agent may be the act of the principal. 

5 . Subject to the conditions specified in this Act, if a debtor 

D j j- j- .• commits an act of insolvency, an insol- 

^ vency-petition may be presented, either 

by a creditor or by the debtor, and the Court may, on such petition, 
make an order (hereinafter called an order of adjudication) adjudg- 
ing him an insolvent. 

Explanaiion . — The presentation of a petition by the debtor 
shall be deemed an act of insolvency within the meaning of this 
section, and, on such petition, the Court may make an order of 
adjudication. 

6. (/) Every insolvency-petition shall be in writing, and shall 
Presentation and admission be signed and Verified in the manner 

-of petition. prescribed by the Code of Civil Proce- 

dure* for signing and verifying plaints, and the procedure laid 
down by the said Code with respect to the admission of plaints shall, so 
far as it is applicable, be followed in the case of such petitions. 

_ (2) Every insolvency-petition shall be presented to a Court 
having jurisdiction under this Act in any local area in which the 
•debtor ordinarily resides or carries on business, or personally works 


* Act V. of 1908 
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for gain, or, if he has been arrested or imprisoned, where he is in 
custody. 

(j) The debtor shall not be entitled to present an insolvency- 
petition unless — 

(rt) his debts amount to five hundred rupees; or 

(3) he has been arrested or imprisoned in execution of the 
decree of any Court for the payment of money; or 

(c) an order of attachment in execution of such adecreehas- 
‘ been made, and is subsisting, against his property. 

(^) A creditor shall not be entitled to present an insolvency- 
petition against a debtor unless — 

(a) the debt owing by the debtor to the creditor, or, if two 
or mere creditors join in the petition, the aggregate 
amount of debts owing to such creditors, amounts- 
to five hundred rupees, and 

(3) the debt is a liquidated sura payable either immediately, 
or at seme certain future time, and 

(c) the act of insolvency on w’hich the petition is grounded 
has occurred within three months before the pre- 
sentation of the petition. 

(j) If the petitioning creditor is a secured creditor, he shall, 
in his petition, either state that he is willing to relinquish his security 
for the benefit cf the creditors in the event of the debtor being 
adjudged insolvent, or give an estimate of the value of his security. 
In the latter case, he may be admitted as a petitioning creditor to 
the extent of the balance cf the debt due to him after deducting 
the value so estimated in the same way as if he were an unsecured 
creditor. 


(6) No insolvency-petition shall be presented against any 
corporation, or against any association or company, registered under 
any enactment for the time being in force. 


7 . No petition, whether presented by a debtor, or by a cre- 
ditor, shall be withdrawn without the 
leave of the Court. 


Withdrawal of petitions. 


8. Where two or more insolvency-petitions are presented 
. against the same debtor, or where 

Consolidation of petitions, ggp^j-gte petitions are presented against 
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joint debtors, the Court may consolidate the proceedings or any 
oi them on such terms as the Court thinks fit. 


' 9. Where the petitioner does not proceed with due diligence 

Power to charge carriage on his petition, the Court may substitute 
of proceedings. as petitioner any other creditor to whom 

the debtor may be indebted in the amount required by this Act in 
the case of a petitioning creditor. 

10. If a debtor, by or against whom an insolvency-petition has 
Continuance of proceedings been presented, dies, the proceedings 
on death of debtor. in the matter shall, unless the Court 

otherwise orders, be continued as if he were alive. 


11. (/) Every insolvency-petition presented by a debtor 

„ shall contain the following particulars, 

Contents of petition. , o c- f 

namely — 


(a) a statement that the debtor is unable to pay his debts; 


(i) the place where he ordinarily resides or carries on business* 
or personally works for gain, or, if he has been arrested 
or imprisoned, the place where he is in custody ; 


(c) the Court (if any) by whose order he has been arrested 
or imprisoned, or by which an order has been made 
for the attachment of his properly, together with 
particulars of the decree in respect of which any 
such order has been made : 


(fi?) the amount and particulars of all pecuniary claims 
against him, together with the names and resi- 
dences of his creditors, so far as they are known to, 
or can, by the exercise of reasonable care and dili- 
gence, be ascertained by, him ; 

(e) the amount and particulars of all his property, together 
with — 


(r) a apecification of the value of all such property not 
consisting of money ; 

(«) the place or places at which any such property is to 
be found ; and 

(in) a declaration of his willingess to place at the dis- 
posal of the Court all such property save in so 
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far as it includes such particulars (not being his 
books of account) as are exempted, by the Code 
cf Civil Procedure * or by any other enactment 
far the time being in force, from liability to attach- 
ment and sale in execution of a decree. 

(•2) Every insolvency-petition presented by a creditor or creditors 
shall set forth the particulars regarding the debtor specified in 
clause {b) of sub-section (/), and shall also specify— 

(a) the act of insolvency committed by such debtor, toge- 
ther with the date of its commission; and 

(3) the amount and particulars of bis or their pecuniary 
claim or claims against such debtor. 

12. (/) Where an insolvency-petition is admitted, the Court 
Procedure on admission Shall make an order fixing a date for 

of petition. hearing the petition. 

(:a) Notice of the order under sub-section (/) shall be given 
to creditors by publication in the local official Gazette, and in such 
other manner as may be prescribed. 

(j) Where the debtor is not the petitioner, notice of the order 
under sub-section (/) shall be served on him in the manner pro- 
vided for the service of summons. 

13. At the time of making the order referred to in section 12 , 
Interim proceedings sub-section (/), or at any subsequent 

against debtor. {jme before adjudication, the Court may, 

either of its own motion, or on the application of any creditor, 
make one or more of the following orders, namely — 

(/) order the debtor to give reasonable security for his 
appearance until final orders are made upon the 
petition, and direct that, in default cf giving such secu- 
rity, he shall be detained in the civil prison, 

( 2 ) order the appointment of an interim receiver of the 
property of the debtor, or of any part thereof, 

(j) order the attachment by actual seizure of the whole or 
any part of the property in the possession, or under 
the control, of the debtor, other than such particulars 
(not being his books of account) as are exempted. 


* Act V. of 1908. 
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by the Code of Civil Procedure,* or by any other 
enactment for the time being in force, from liability 
to attachment and sale in execution of a decree, 

(^) order a warrant to issue, with or without bail for the 
arrest of the debtor, and direct either that he be 
detained in the civil prison until the disposal of the 
petition, or that he be released on such terms as to 
security as may be reasonable and necessary : 

Provided that an crder under clause (:?), clause (j), or clause 
if) shall not be made unless the Court is satisfied that the debtor, 
with intent to defeat or delay his creditors, or to avoid any process 
• of the Court, — 

(r) has absconded or has departed from the local limits 
of the jurisdiction of the Court, or is about to abs- 
cond or to depart from such limits, or is remain- 
ing outside them, or 

(rx) has failed to disclose, or has concealed, destroyed, 
transfened, or removed from such limits, or is 
about to conceal, destroy, transfer, or remove from 
such limits, any documents likely to be of use to 
his creditors in the course of the hearing, or any 
part of his property other than such particulars 
as aforesaid. 


• Procedute at hearing. 


14 . (r) On the day fixed for the hearing of the petition, or on 

any subsequent day to which the hearing 
may be adjourned, the Court shall 
require proof — 

(a) that the creditor or the debtor, as the case may be, is 
entitled to present the petition. 


{i) that the debtor, if he does not appear on a petition pre- 
sented by a creditor, has been served with notice of the 
order referred to in section 12, sub-section (/), and 

(f) that the debtor has committed the act of insolvency al- 
leged against him. 


(2) The Court shall also examine the debtor, if he is present, 
as to his conduct, dealings, and property in the presence of such 
•creditors as appear at the hearing, and the creditors shall have the 
right to question the debtor thereon. 


* Act V. of 1908. 
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(j) The Court shall, if sufficient cause is shown, grant time to 
the debtor, or to any creditor, to produce any evidence which 
appears to it to be necessary for the proper disposal of the petition, 

(^) A memorandum of the substance of the examination of the 
debtor and of any other oral evidence given shall be made by the 
Judge, and shall form part of the record of the case. 


15. (/) Where the Court is not satisfied with the proof of the 

right to present the petition, or of the 
service of notice on the debtor as re- 
quired by section iz, sub-section (^), or of the alleged act of in- 
solvencey, or is satisfied by the debtor that he is able to 
pay his debts, or that, for any other sufficient cause, no order ought 
to be made, the Court shall dismiss the petition. 


( 2 ) Where a petition presented by a creditor is dismissed 
under sub-section (/), and the Court Is satisfied that the petition was 
frivolous or vexatious, the Court may, on the application of th e 
debtor, award against such creditor such amount, not exceeding 
one thousand rupees, as it deems a reasonable compensation to 
the debtor for the expense or injury occasioned to him by the 
petition and the proceedings thereon, and such amount may be 
realized as if it were a fine. 


(j) An award under this section shall bar any suit (for com- 
pensation in respect of such petition and the proceedings thereon. 


16. (/) Where a petition is not dismissed under the preceding 
.. section, and the debtor is unable to 

j tea ion. propose any composition or scheme 

which shall be accepted by the creditors and approved by the 
Court in the manner hereinafter provided, the Court shall make 
an order of adjudication. 

( 2 ) On the making of an order of adjudication — 

(a) the whole of the property of the insolvent, save in so far 
as it includes such particulars (not being bis books 
of account) as are exempted, by the Code of Ltvi 
Procedure,* or by any other enactment for the time 
being in force, from liability to attachment and sa e 
in execution of a decree, shall vest in the 
in a receiver as hereinafter provided, and s 
become divisible among the creditors, and 


♦ Act XIV. of 1883. 
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(3) the insolvent, if in prison for debt, shall be released ; 

. and thereafter, except as provided by this Act, no creditor to 
•whom the insolvent is indebted in respect of any debt provable- 
under this Act shall, during the pendency of the insolvency-pro- 
ceedings, have any remedy against the property or person of the 
insolvent in respect of the debt, or commence any suit or other 
legal proceeding, except with the leave of the Court, and on such 
terms as the Court may impose, 

(y) For the purposes of sub-section (a), clause (a), all goods 
being, at the date of the presentation of the petition oix wiiich the 
order is made, in the possession, order, or disposition of the insol- 
vent in his trade or business, by the consent and permission of the 
true owner, under such circumstances that he is the reputed owner 
thereof, shall be deemed to be the properly of the insolvent. 

(^) All such property as may be acquired by, or devolve on,, 
the insolvent after the date of an order of adjudication, and before 
his discharge, shall forihwitli vest in the Court or receiver, and 
become divisible among the creditors in accordance with the pro- 
visions of sub-section (a), clause pO- 

( 5 ) Nothing in this section shall affect the power of any 
secured creditor to realize or otheiwise deal with his security in the 
same manner as he would have been entitled to realize or deal with 
it if this section had not been passed. 

( 6 ) An order of adjudication shall relate back to, and take 
effect from, the date of the presentation of the petition on which 
it is made. 

( 7 ) Notice of an order of adjudication stating the name, ad- 
dress, and description of the insolvent, the date of the adjudication,, 
and the Court by which the adjudication is made, shall be publish- 
ed in the local official Gazelle, and in such other manner as may 
be prescribed. 

17. If, in any case in which an order of adjudication has 
Power to cancel one of been made, it shall be proved to the- 
orders of adjudi- Court by which such order was made 
that insolvency-proceedings are pending 
in another Court against the same debtor, and that tne property of 
me debtor can be more conveniently distributed by such other 
Court, the Court may rescind the order of adjudication, and stay 
ml proceedings, or dismiss the petition on such terms (if any) as the 
Court thinks fit. 
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18. (/) The Court may, at the time of the order of adjudica- 

Appointment of receiver. afterwards, appoint 

a receiver for the property of the insol- 
vent, and such property shall thereupon vest in such receiver. 


( 2 ) Subject to such conditions as may be prescribed, the 
Court may — 

(a) require the receiver to give such security as it thinks fit 
duly to account for what he shall receive in respect 
of the property ; and, 

(3) by general or special order, fix the amount to be paid 
as remuneration for the services of the receiver out 
of the assets of the insolvent. . 

(j) Where the Court appoints a receiver, it may remove the 
person, in whose possession or custody any such property as afore- 
said is, from the possession or custody thereof : 


Provided .that nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
authorize the Court to remove from the possession or custody of 
property any person whom the insolvent has not a present right so 
to remove. 


(^) Where a receiver appointed under this section 

(a) fails to submit his accounts at such periods and in such 
form as the Court directs, or 

(<J) fails to pay the balance due from him tlieieon as the 
Court directs, or 

(tf) occasions loss to the property by his wilful default or 
gross negligence, 

the Court may direct his property to be attached and sold, and 
may apply the proceeds to make good any balance found to be ue 
from him or any loss so occasioned by him. 


19. (/) The Local Government may appoint such persons as 
P.™ to appoiot OffitUl it thinks at {to bo called ■' Olbcjai Kc- 
Receivers. ceivers ”) to be receivers under this acc 

within such local limits as it may prescribe. 


( 2 ) Where any Official Receiver has been so appomte 0 
local limits of the jurisdiction of any Court having juris ic 
der this Act, he shall be the receiver for the purpose 0 e " 
appointing a receiver issued by any such Court unless * 

for special reasons, otherwise directs. 
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(j) Any sum payable under section 18, sub-section (j), 
clause {b)t in respect of the services of an OfScial Receiver, shall be 
credited to such fund as the Local Government may direct. 

{4) Every Official Receiver shall receive such remuneration 
out of the said fund or otherwise as the Local Government may 
fix in this behalf, and no remuneration whatever beyond that so 
fixed shall be received by the Official Receiver as such. 

20 . Subject to the provisions of this Act the receiver shall, with 
Duties and powers of re- convenient speed, realize the property 
ceiver. of the debtor, and distribute dividends 

among the creditors entitled thereto, and for that purpose may — 

(a) sell all or any part of the properly of the insolvent ; 

(b) give receipts for any money received by him ; 

and may, by leave of the Court, do all or any of the following 
things, namely — 

(c) carry on the business of the insolvent so far as may be 

necessary for the beneficial winding-up of the same; 

(d) institute, defend, or continue any suit or other legal pro- 

ceeding relating to the properly of the insolvent ; 

(tf) employ a pleader or other agent to take any proceedings^ 
or do any business, which may be sanctioned by the 
Court ; 

(/) accept, as the consideration for the sale of any property 
of the insolvent, a sum of money payable at a future 
time subject to such stipulations as to security and/ 
otherwise as the Court thinks fit ; 

(g) mortgage or pledge any part of the property of the in- ■ 
solvent for the purpose of raising money for the 
payment of his debts ; 

(b) refer any dispute to arbitration, and compromise all ' 
debts, claims, and liabilities, on such terras as may' 
be agreed upon ; 

(i) divide in its existing form amongst the creditors, accord- 
ing to its estimated value, any property which, from 
its peculiar nature or other special circumstancesj .. 
cannot readily or advantageously be sold. 
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21 . (/) In any local area in which a declaration ' has ' been 
Special provisions in re* made under section 330* of the Code of 
gardto immoveable property. Civil Procedure, and is in force, no sale 
of immoveable property paying revenue to the Government, or held 
or let for agricultural purposes, shall be made by the receiver ; but, 
after the other property of the insolvent has been realized, the Court 
shall ascertain — 

(a) the amount required to satisfy the debts proved under 
this Act after deducting the moneys already received, 

(р) the immoveable property of the insolvent remaining un- 

sold, and 

(с) the incumbrances (if any) existing thereon, 

and shall forward a statement to the Collector containing the parti- 
culars aforesaid ; and thereupon the Collector shall proceed to 
raise the amount so required by the exercise of such of the powers 
conferred on him by sections 322 to 325! of the said Code as he 
thinks fit, and subject to the provisions of those sections, so far as 
they are applicable, and shall bold at the disposal of the Court all 
sums that may come to his hands by the exercise of such powers. 

(2) Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to affect any pro- 
visions of any enactment for the time being in force prohibiting or 
restricting the execution of decrees or orders against immoveable 
property; and any such provisions shall be deemed to apply to the 
enforcement of an order of adjudication made under this Act as if it 
were such a decree or order. 


22 . If the insolvent or any of the creditors or any other person 

Appeal to Court against is aggrieved by any act or deci^on of the 
receiver. receiver, he may apply to the Court, ana 

the Court may confirm, reverse, or modify the act or decision com- 
plained of, and make such order as it thinks just : 

Provided that no application under this section shall be 
entertained after the expiration of twenty-one days from the date 
of the order of decision complained of. 


* This reference to s. 320 of Act XIV. of 1882 (the old and ““w re- 
pealed Code) should now mean to apply to ss. 68, 70, and 71 or Act . 
jqq8 (the new Code repealing the former in toio.) ^ 

^ t Instead of these sections (322-25) of the old Code, of Crvd P'o^uce, 
Act XIV. of 18S2 (which has entirely been repealed and replaced y 
Code, Act V. of ^908), see now the Third Schedule of the A 
tioned. 
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23. Where no receiver is appointed, the Court shall have all 
Powers of Court if no re- the rights, of, and may e.Kercise all the 
ceivcr appointed. powers conferred on, a receiver under 

this Act. 


24. (/) All persons alleging themselves to be creditors of the 
„ , , , , insolvent in respect of debts provable 

Schedule of 

their respective debts by producting evidence of the amount and 
particulars thereof, and the Court shall, by order, determine the 
persons who have proved themselves to be creditors of the insolvent 
in respect of such debts, and the amount of such debts respectively, 
and shall frame a schedule of such persons and debts : 


Provided that, if, in the opinion of the Court, the value of any 
debt is incapable of being fairly estimated, the Court make an 
order to that effect, and thereupon the debt shall not be included 
in the schedule. 


(n) A copy of every such schedule shall be posted in the 
Court-house. 


(j) Any creditor of the insolvent may, at any time before the 
discharge of the insolvent, tender proof of his debt, and apply to the 
Court for an order directing his name to be entered in the schedule 
as a creditor in respect of any debt provable under this Act, and 
not entered in the schedule, and the Court, after causing notice to 
be served on the insolvent and the other creditors, and, hearing 
their objections (in any), shall comply with or reject the application. 

25. (/) A debt may be proved under this Act by delivering, 

, or sending by post in a registered letter. 

Mode of proof. the Court, an affidavit verifying the 

debt. 

( 2 ) The affidavit shall contain or refer to a statement of 
account showing the particulars of the debt, and shall specify the 
vouchers (if any) by which the same can be substantiated. The 
Court may at any time call for the production of the vouchers. 

26. (/) Where the receiver thinks that a debt has beenimpro- 
Disaliowance and reduction perl/ entered in the schedule, the Court 

of entries in schedule. may, on the application of the receiver, 

and after notice to the creditor, and such inquiry (if any) as the 
Court thinks necessary, expunge such entry, or reduce the amount 
of the debt. 
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( 2 ) The Court may also, after like inquiry, expunge an entry 
or reduce the amount of a debt upon the application of a creditor 
where no receiver has been appointed, or where the receiver de* 
dines to interfere in the matter, or, in the case of a composition or 
scheme, upon the application of the debtor. 

27 . (/) Where a debtor, whether before or after the making 
Compositions and schemes of an order or adjudication, submits a 
of arrangement. proposal for a composition in satisfaction 

of his debts, or a proposal for a scheme of arrangement of his 
affairs, the Court shall fix a dale for the consideration of the pro- 
posal, and shall issue a notice to all creditors by publication in the 
local official Gazette, and in such other manner as may be prescribed. 

( 2 ) If, on the consideration of the proposal, a majority in 
number, and three-fourths in value, of all the creditors whose debts 
are proved, and who are present in person or by pleader, resolve to 
accept the proposal, the same shall be deemed to be duly, 
accepted by the creditors. 

(j) The debtor may, at the meeting, amend the terms of his- 
proposal if the amendment is, in the opinion of the Court, calculated 
to benefit the general body of creditors. 

Where the Court is of opinion, after hearing the report of.' 
the receiver if a receiver has been appointed, and after considering 
any objections which may be made by or on behalf of any creditor, 
that the terms of the proposal are not reasonable, or are not calcu- 
lated to benefit the general body or creditors, the Court shall refuse 
to approve the proposal. 

(j) If any facts are proved, on proof of which the Court would 
be required either to refuse, suspend, or attach conditions to the 
debtor's discharge, the Court shall refuse to approve the proposal 
unless it provides reasonable security for payment of not less than, 
six annas in the rupee on all the unsecured debts provable against 
the debtor's estate. 

(6) In any other case, the Court may either approve or refuse- 
to approve the proposal. 

(7) If the Court approves the proposal, the terms shall be 
embodied in an order of the Court, and the Court shall frame a 
schedule in accordance with the provisions of section 24, the order 
of adjudication (if any) shall be annulled, ■ and the composition or 
scheme shall be binding on all the creditors entered in the said 
schedule so far as relates to any debts entered therein. 
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( 8 ) If default is made in the payment of_ any instalment due- 
in pursuance of the composition or scheme, or if it appears to the 
Court that the composition or scheme cannot proceed without m- 
iustice or undue delay, or that the approval of the Court was ob- 
tained by fraud, the Court may, if it thinks fit, adjudge the debtor 
insolvent, and annul the composition or scheme, but without pre- 
iudice to the validity or any transfer or payment duly made, or of 
anything duly done under or in pursuance of the composition or 
scheme When a debtor is adjudged insolvent under this sub- 
section all debts provable in other respects which have been con- 
tracted before the date of such adjudication shall be provable m 
the insolvency. 

(o) No composition or scheme shall be approved by the Court 
which does not provide for the payment, in priority to other debts, 
of all debts directed to be so paid in the distribution of the properly 
of an insolvent. 

28. ( /) Save as provided by sub-section ( 2 ), all debts and 
LI j liabilities, present or future, certain or 

^^Debts prova e un er contingent, to which the debtor is subject 

when he is adjudged an insolvent, or to which he may become 
subiect before his discharge by reason of any obligation incurred 
before the date of such adjudication, shall be deemed to be debts 
provable under this Act. 

( 2 ^ Demands in the nature of unliquidated damages arising 
otherwise than by reason of a contract or breach of trust shall not 
be provable under this Act. 

29 A creditor may prove for a debt not payable when the 
n future debtor is adjudged an insolvent as if it 

were payable presently, and may receive 
dividends equally with the other creditors, deducting therefrom 
only a rebate of interest, at the rate of six per centum per annum 
computed from the declaration of a dividend to the time when the 
debt would have become payable, according to the terms on which 
it was contracted. 

30 Where there have been mutual dealings between an 

insolvent and a creditor proving or 
Mutual dealings and set-off. chiming to prove a debt under this Act, 

an account shall be taken of whafis due from the one party to the 
Other in respect of such mutual dealings, and the sum due from 
the one party shall be set off against any sum due from the other 
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parly, and the balance of the account, and no more, shall be claim- 
ed or paid on either side respectively. 

31. (/) Where a secured creditor realizes his security, he may 

Secured creditors. balance due to him after 

deducting the net amount realized. 

(^) Where a secured creditor relinquishes his security for the 
general benefit of the creditors, he may prove for his whole debt. 

(j) Where a secured creditor does not either realize or relin- 
quish his security, he shall, before being entitled to have his debt 
entered in the schedule, state in his proof the particulais of his 
security, and the value at which he assesses it, and shall be entitled 
to receive a dividend only in respect of the balance due to him 
after deducting the value so assessed. 

(jf) Where a security is so valued, the Court may, at any time 
before realisation, redeem it on payment to the creditor of the assessed 
value. 

(s) Where a creditor, after having valued his security, subse- 
quently realizes it, the net amount realized shall be substituted for 
the amount of any valuation previously made by the creditor, and 
shall be treated in all respects as an amended valuation made by 
the creditor. 

(6) Where a secured creditor does not comply with the pro- 
visions of this section, he shall be excluded from all share in any 
dividend. 


32. (/) On any debt or sum certain whereon interest is not 

reserved or agreed for, and which is 
” ® ^ ’ overdue when the debtor is adjudged an 

insolvent, and which is provable under this Act, the creditor may 
prove for interest at a rate not exceeding six per centum per 
annum — 

(a) if the debt or sum is payable by virtue of a written ii^ 
strument at a certain time, from the time when such 
debt or sum was payable to the date of such adjudi- 
cation; or, 

(^) if the debt or sum is payable otherwise, from the time 
when a demand in writing has been made giving 
debtor notice that interest will be claimed from 
date of the demand until the time of payment to me 
date of such adjudication. 
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{ 2 ) Where a debt which has been proved’ under this Act 
includes interest or any pecuniary consideration in lieu of interest, 
the interest or consideration shall, for the purposes of dividend, be 
calculated at a rate not exceeding six per centum per annum, without 
prejudice to the right of a creditor to receive out of the debtor’s estate 
any higher rate of interest to which he may be entitled after all the 
debts proved have been paid in full. 

_ . . , , , . 33. (/) In the distribution of the 

Priority o debts. property of the insolvent, there shall be 

paid in priority to all other deots — 

(a) all defats due to the Crown or to any local authority ; and 

{b) all salary or wages, not exceeding twenty rupees in all, 
of any clerk, servant, or labourer in respect of services 
rendered to the insolvent during four months before 
the date of the presentation of the petition. 

(a) The debts specified in sub-section (/) shall rank equally 
■between themselves, and shall be paid in full, unless the property 
of the insolvent is insufficient to meet them, In which case they shall 
abate in equal proportions between themselves. 

(j) Subject to the retention of such sums as may be necessary 
for the expenses of administration or otherwise, the debts specified 
ia sub-section (/) shall be discharged forthwith in so far as the 
property of the insolvent is sufficient to meet them. 

(^) In the case of partners, ths partnership-property shall be 
applicable in the first instance in payment of the partnership-debts, 
and the separate property of each partner shall be applicable in 
the first instance in payment of his separate debts. Where there is a 
surplus of the separate property of the partners, it shall be dealt 
with as part of the partnership-property ; and, wnere there is a 
surplus of the partnership-property, it shall be dealt with as part of 
the respective separate property in proportion to the rights and 
interests of each partner in the partnership-property. 

(j) Subject to the provisions of this Act, all debts entered in 
the schedule shall be paid rateably according to the amounts of 
such debts respectively, and without any preference. 

(6) Where there is any surplus after payment of the foregoing 
debts, it shall be applied in payment of interest from the date on 
^ which the debtor is adjudged an insolvent at the rate of six per 
centum per annum on all debts entered in the schedule. 
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46 . (/) Any person aggrieved by an order made in the exer- 
Appeais. cise of insolvency-jurisdiction by a 

Court subordinate to a District Court 
may appeal to the District Court, and the order of the District 
Court upon such appeal shall be final : 


Provided that the High Court, for the purpose of satisfying 
itself that an order made in any appeal decided by the District 
Court was according to law, may call for the case and pass such 
order which respect thereto as it thinks fit. 


( 2 ) Any person aggrieved by an order made by the District 
Court under section 15, 16, 24, 26,36,37,42, 43, sub- section (2), or 
44, otherwise than in appeal from an order made by a subordinate 
Court, may appeal to the High Court. 


Cy) Any person aggrieved by any other order made by a 
District Court otherwise than in appeal from an order made by a 
subordinate Court may appeal to the High Court by leave of the 
District Court, or of the High Court. 

(^) The periods of limitation for appeals to the District Court 
and to the High Court under this section shall be thirty days and 
ninety days respectively. 


4 V- (/) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Court, in 

„ regard to proceedings under this Act, 

ueneral powers or Courts. i_°,, , \ nnri chair 

shall have the same powers, ana snaii 

follow the same procedure, as it has and follows in the exercise of 

original civil jurisdiction. 


(2) Subject as aforesaid. High Courts and District Courts, m 
regard to proceedings under this Act in Courts subordinate to 
them, shall have the same powers, and shall follow the same pro- 
cedure, as they respectively have and follow in regard to civi 
suits. 


48 . When a petition is presented by or against a 

the Court is satisfied by affidavit or 
Suramarry administration. Qjjjgi-wise that the property of the debtor 

is not likely to exceed in value five hundred rupees, 

make an order that the debtor's estate be administered m a 

summary manner, and thereupon — 

(a) the estate shall, where practicable, be distributed in a , 
single dividend. 
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9. A Judge or Additional Judge of a Court of Small Causes 
Suspension and removal of may be suspended or removed from 

Judges. office by the Local Government. 

10. The Local Government, after consultation with the 
Power to require two High Cpuft, may, by order In writing, 

Judges to sit as a bench. direct that two Judges of Courts of 
Small Causes, or a Judge and an Additional Judge of a Court of 
Small Causes, shall sit together for the trial of such class or classes 
of suits or applications cognizable by a Court of Small Causes as 
may be described in the order. 

11. (r) If two Judges, or a Judge and an Additional Judge, 
Decision in case heard fay Sitting together under the last-foregoing. 

a bench. section, differ as to a question of law 

or usage having the force of law, or in construing a document, the 
construction of which may affect the merits, they shall draw up 
and refer, for the decision of the High Court, a statement of the 
facts of the case, and of the point on which they differ in opinion, 
and the provisions of Chapter XLVI.^ of the Code of Civil Proce- 
dure shall apply to the reference. 

(n) If they differ on any matter other than a matter specified' 
in sub-section (/), the opinion of the Judge who is senior in respect 
of date of appointment as Judge of a Court of Small Causes, or, if 
one of them is an Additional Judge, then the opinion of the Judge- 
sitting with him, shall prevail. 

(j) Tor the purposes of sub-section ( 2 ), a Judge permanently 
appointed shall be deemed to be senior to an officiating Judge. 

12. (/) The Local Government may appoint to a Court of 

„ . Small Causes an officer to be called 

egis rar. Registrar of the Court. 

(s) Where a Registrar is appointed, he shall be the chief, 
ministerial officer of the Court. 

(7) The Local Government may, by order in writing, 
upon a Registrar, within the local limits of the jurisdiction or the 


* This reference to Ch. XLVI. of Act XIV, of 1882 (the Code of 
Civil Procedure in force tvhen this Act became law, rr'z 

should now be taken as made to Order No. XLVI., together wi * 
and 1 15, of Act V. of jgo8 (the Code now in force repealing tne rormc 
in iofo)»^^See s, 158 of the latter Act. 
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Court, the jurisdiction of a Judge of a Court of Small Causes for 
the trial of suits of which the value does not exceed twenty rupees. 

(^) The Registrar shall try such suits cognizable by him as 
the Judge may, by general or special order, direct. 

( 5 ) A Registrar may be suspended or removed from office by 
the Local Government. 


13. Subject to any enactment for the time being in force, and 

to any orders made by the Local Go- 

Other ministerial oihcers. . - .u- u l ic .u 1 . 

vernment in this behalf, the law or 

practice for the time being applicable to the appointment, punish- 
ment, and transfer of ministerial officers of a Civil Court of the 
lowest grade competent to try an original suit of the value of five 
thousand rupees in that portion of the territories administered by 
the Local Government in which a Court of Small Causes is estab- 
lished shall, so far as it can be made applicable, apply to the 
appointment, punishment, and transfer of ministerial officers of the 
Court of Small Causes other than the Registrar (if any) of that 
Court. 


14. (/) The ministerial officers of a Court of Small Causes 
Duties of ministerial offi- shall, in addition to any duties mention- 
cers. ed in this Act, or in any other enactment 

for the time being in force, as duties which are or may be imposed 
on any of them, discharge such duties of a ministerial nature as the 
Judge directs. 

(a) The High Court may make rules consistent with this Act 
and with any other enactment for the time being in force, conferring 
and imposing, on the ministerial officers of a Court of Small Causes, 
such powers and duties as it thinks fit, and regulating the mode in 
which powers and duties so conferred and imposed are to be ex- 
ercised and performed. 


CHAPTER III. 

Jurisdiction of Courts of Small Causes, 

15. (/) A Court of Small Causes shall not take cognizance 
Cognizance of suits by uf the suits specified in the Second 
Courts of Small Causes. Schedule as suits excepted from the 
-cognizance of a Court of Small Causes. 

( 2 ) Subject to the exceptions specified in that Schedule, and 
to the provisions of any enactment for the time being in force, all 
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suits of a civil nature, of which the value does not exceed five 
hundred rupees, shall be cognizable by a Court of Small Causes. 

0) Subject as aforesaid, the Local Government may, by order 
in writing, direct that all suits of a civil nature, of which the value 
does not exceed one thousand rupees, shall be cognizable by a 
Court ot Small Causes mentioned in the order. 


16. Save os expressly provided by this Act, or by any other 
Ejtclusivtt jurisdiction of enactment for the time being in force, a 
wurts of Small Causes. ^ suit cognizable by a Court of Small- 
Causes shall not be tried by any other Court having jurisdiction 
within the local limits of the jurisdiction of the Court of Small* 
Causes by wiiich the suit is triable. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Pkactick and Procedure. 


17. (/) The procedure prescribed in the chapters and sec- 
Application of the Code of tions of the Code of Civil Procedure 
Civil Procedure. Specified in the Second Schedule'*^ to that 

Codef shall, so far as those chapters and sections are applicable, 
be the procedure followed in a Court of Small Causes in ail suits 
cognizable by it, and in all proceedings arising out of such suits : 

Provided that an applicant for an order to set aside a decree 
passed cx parity or for a review of judgment, shall, at the time of 
presenting his application, either deposit in the Court the amount 
due from nim under the decree, or in pursuance of the judgment, 
or give security to the satisfaction of the Court for the performance 
of the decree or compliance with the judgment, as the Court may 
direct. 


(:?) Where a person has become liable as surety under the 
proviso to sub-section (/), the security may be realized in manner 
provided by section 253 .‘j: of the Code of Civil Procedum^ ^ 


* This reference to the Second Schedule of the old and now 
Code (Act XIV. of j 8 Ss) should now be taken as made to s. 7 ano 
Order L. of the present Code (Act V. of 1908) now repealing the former. 

S^tf 3. 158 of the latter. ... 1 j k„ Art 

t Here the words, "as amended by this Act,’ being repea e y 

XII. of i8oi, have been omitted. _ , , ... .t,n>,ltl 

t That is. s. 2S3 of Act XIV. of 1882 (the old Code), which should 

now mean s. 52 of Act V. of 1908 (the new Code). See s. IS 
latter Act. 
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IS. (/) Suits cognizable by the Registrar under section 12 
^ . , , . _ . sub-sections (?) and (4), shall be tried 

Trial of suits by Registrar, decrees passed therein 

shall be executed by him in like manner in all respects as the 
Judge might try the suits, and execute the decrees, respectively. 


( 2 ) Tne Judge may transfer to his own file, or to that of the 
Additional Judge, if an Additional Judge has been appointed, any 
suit or other proceeding pending on the file of the Registrar. 


19 . (/) When the Judge of a Court of Small Causes is absent, 
, Admission, return, and re- and an Additional Judge has not been 
jection of plaints by Regis- appointed, or, having been appointed, is 

also absent, the Registrar may admit a 
plaint, or return or reject a plaint for any reason for which the 
Judge might return or reject it. 

(2) The Judge may, of his own motion, or on the application 
of a party, return or reject a plaint which has been admitted by 
the Registrar, or admit a plaint which has been returned or re- 
jected by him : 

Provided that, where a party applies for the return or rejection 
or the admission of a plaint under this sub-section, and his appli- 
cation is not made at the first sitting of the Judge after the day on 
which the Registrar admitted or returned or rejected the plaint, the 
Judge shall dismiss the application, unless the applicant satisfies 
nim that there was sufficient cause for not making the application 
at that silting. 

20 . (/) If, before the date appointed for the hearing of a suit. 
Passing of decrees by Re- the defendant or his agent duly author- 

gistrar on confession. ized in that behalf appears before the 

Registrar, and admits the plaintiff’s claim, the Registrar may, if the 
Juage is absent, and an Additional Judge has not been appointed, 
or, having been appointed, is also absent, pass against the defend- 
ant, upon the admission, a decree, which shall have the same effect 
as a decree passed by the Judge. 

(2) Where a decree has been passed by the Registrar under 
sub-section (/), the Judge may grant an application for review of 
judgment, and re-hear the suit, on the same conditions, on the 
same grounds, and in the same manner, as if the decree had been 
passed by himself. 
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(a) keep such registers, books, and accounts as the High 
Court from time to time prescribes, and 

((5) comply with such requisitions as may be made by the 
District Court, the High Court, or the Local Govern- 
ment, for records, returns, and statements, in such 
form and manner as the authority making the re- 
quisition directs. 

( 3 ) The relation of the District Court to a Court of Small 
Causes with respect to administrative control shall be the same as 
that of the District Court to a Civil Court of the lowest grade 
competent to try an original suit of the value of five thousand 
rupees in that portion of the territories administered by the Local 
Government in which the Court of Small Causes is established, 


29. A Court of Small Causes shall use a seal of such form 

and dimensions as are prescribed by 
the Local Government. 


Abolition of Courts 
Small Causes* 


30. The Local Government may, 
by order in writing, abolish a Court of 
Small Causes. 


31. (/) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent 

the Local Government from appointing 
a person, who is a Judge or Additional 
Judo'e of a Court of Small Causes, to be 
also a Judge of any other Civil Court, 
or to be a Magistrate of any class, or to hold any other public 
office. 


Saving- of power to ap- 
point Judge of Court of 
Small Causes to other office. 


( 2 ) When a Judge or Additional Judge is so appointed, the 
ministerial officers of his Court shall, subject to 'P 

the Local Government may make in this behalf, be deeme 0 

ministerial officers appointed to aid^him in the discharge 0 
duties of the other office. 


Application of ^ Act to 
Courts invested with juris- 
diction of Court of Small 
Causes* 

(a) the nature of 


32. (/) So much of Chapters III. 
and IV. as relates to — 

the suits cognizable by Courts of Small 


Causes 

(^) the exclusion of the jurisdiction of other Courts 
those suits, 
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(c) the practice and procedure of Courts of Small 
CauseSi 

(tf) appeal from certain orders of those Courts and revision 
of cases decided by them, and 

(^) the finality of their decrees and orders subject to such 
appeal and revision as are provided by this Act, 

applies to Courts invested, by or junder any enactment for 
the time being in force, with the jurisdiction of a Court of Small 
Causes, so far as regards the e.xercise of that jurisdiction by those 
Courts. 

(3) Nothing in sub-section (/), with respect to Courts invested 
with the jurisdiction of a Court of Small Causes, applies to suits 
instituted, or proceedings commenced, in those Courts before the 
date on which they were invested with that jurisdiction. 

33. A Court invested with the jurisdiction of a Court of 
Application of Act and Small Causes with respect to the exercise 
Code to Court so invested of that jurisdiction, and the same Court 
as to two Courts. respect to the exercise of its juris- 

diction in suits of R civil nature which are not cognizable by a 
Court of Small Causes, shall, for the purposes of this Act and the 
Cede of Civil Procedure,* be deemed to be different Courts. 

Modification of Code as 34 . Notwithstanding anything In 

so applied. the last two foregoing sections, — 

(a) whew, m eKetcls,e of the jutlsdlcUou. of a Court, of Small 
Causes, a Court invested with that jurisdiction sends 
a decree for execution to itself as a Court having 
jurisdiction in suits of a civil nature which are not 
cognizable by a Court of Small Causes, or 

( 3 ) when a Court, in the exercise of its jurisdiction in suits of 
a civil nature which are not cognizable by a Court of 
Small Causes, sends a decree for execution to itself 
as a Court invested with the jurisdiction of a Court 
of Small Causes, 

the documents mentioned in section 22+f of the Code of Civil 
Procedure shall not be sent with the decree unless, in any case, 
the Court, by order in writing, requires them to be sent. 


* Act V. of 1908. 

t Should now be taken as [referring to rule 6, Order XXI. of Act V. 
of igo8 (the Code now in force),— s, 158 of that Act. 
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35. (/) Where a Court of Small Causes or a Court invested 
Continuance of proceedings With the jurisdiction of a Court of 
of abolished Courts. • Small Causes has, from any cause, 

ceased to have jurisdiction with respect to any case, any proceeding 
in relation to the case, whether before or after decree, which, if 
the Court had not ceased to have jurisdiction, might have been 
had therein, may be had in the Court which, if the suit out of which 
the proceeding has arisen were about to be instituted, would have 
jurisdiction to try the suit. 

( 2 ) Nothing in this section applies to cases for which special 
provision is made in the Code of Civil Procedure* as extended to 
Courts of Small Causes, or in any other enactment for the time 
being in force. 

38. [Amindment of Indian Limilaiion Act, Repealed by 

Ac/ dX. of igoS {the Indian Limitation Act, igoS)i\ 

37 . All orders required by this Act to be, made in writing 
Publication of certain by the Local Government shall be 
■orders. published in the official Gazatte. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE: 
Enactments repealed. 
{Repealed by Ac/ XIL oj i8gti\ 


THE SECOND SCHEDULE: 


Suits excepted from the Cognizance of a Court of 
SxMall Causes. 


{See section 75 .) 


(l) A suit concerning an act or order purporting to be done or made 
by the Governor-Genera! in Council or a Local Government, or “V r ® 
Governor-General or a Governor or by a Member of the Council 0 e 
Governor-General, or of the Governor of Madras or Bombay, in his 0 ci 
capacity, or concerning an act purporting to be done by any person y 
order of the Governor-General in Council or a Local Governmen , 


( 2 ) a suit concerning an act Purporting to be dona by y p 
pursuanci of a judgment or order of a Court, or of a judicia ey 

in the execution of his office ; • 


* Act V. of 1908 . 
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(3) a suit concerning an act or order purporting to be done or made 
by any other officer of the Government in his official capacity, or by a Court 
of Wards, or by an officer of a Court of Wards, in the execution of bis office ; 

(4) a suit for the possession of immoveable property, or for the recovery- 
of an interest in such property ; 

(5) a suit for the partition of immoveable property ; 

(6) a suit' by a mortgagee of immoveable property for the foreclosure 
of the mortgage, or for the sale of the property, or by a mortgagor oi 
immoveable property for the redemption of the mortgage ; 

(7) a suit for the assessment, enhancement, abatement, or ^apportion- 
ment of the rent of immoveable property ; 

(S) a suit for the recovery of rent other than house-rent, unless the 
Judge of the Court of Small Causes has been expressly invested by the 
Local Government with authority to exercise jurisdiction with respect: 
thereto ; 

(9) a suit concerning the liability of land to be assessed to land- 
revenue ; 

(JO) a suit to restrain waste : 

. (ii) a suit for the determination or enforcement of any other right to, 
or interest in, immoveable property ; 

(12) a suit for the possession of an hereditary office, or of an interest 
in such an office, including a suit to establish an exclusive or periodically- 
recurring right to discharge the functions of an office ; 

(13) a suit to enforce payment of the allowance or fees respectively 
called malikana and hahky or of cesses or other dues when the cesses or dues 
are payable to a person by reason of his interest in immoveable property, 
or in an hereditary office, or in a shrine or other religious institution ; 

(J4) a suit to recover, from a person to whom compensation has been 
paid under the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, the whole or an}^ part of the 
compensation ; 

(15) a suit for the specific performance or rescission of a contract ; 

(16) a suit for the rectification or cancellation of an instrument \ 

(17) a suit to obtain an injunction ; 

(18) a suit relating to a trust, including a suit to make good, out of 
the general estate of a deceased trustee, the loss occasioned by a breach of 
trust, and a suit by a co-trustee to enforce, against the estate of a deceased 
trustee, a claim for contribution ; 

(jg) a suit for a declaratory decree, not being a suit instituted under 
section 283 or section 332! of the Code of Civil Procedure ; 


* The reference to Act X. of 1870 has been altered in accordance with 
Act I. o£ 1894, s. 2 (3). 

t For ‘‘section 283 or section 333” read, " rule 63 or rules 100, loi 
& 103 of Order XXI .” — See s. 158 of Act V. of 1908 (the new Code). 


^4 PROVINCIAL SMALL CAUSE COURTS. [Act W 

^ {20) a suit instituted under section 2S2* or section 33a* ot the Code of 
Civil Procedure; 

(21) a suit to set aside an attachment by a Court or a revenue- 
authority, or a sale, mortgage, lease^ or other transfer by a Court or a reve- 
nue-authority, or by a guardian ; 

{22) a suit for property which the plaintiff has conveyed while insane ; 

(23) a suit to alter or set aside a decision, decree, or order of a Court, 
or of a person acting in a judicial capacity ; 

(24) a suit to contest an award ; 

(25) a* suit upon a foreign judgment as defined in the Code* of Civil 
Procedure, t or upon a judgment obtained in British India ; 

(26) a suit to compel a refund of assets improperly distributed under 
section 295* of the Code of Civil Procedure ; 

(27) a suit under the Indian Succession Act, 1865, t section 320 or 
section 321, or under the Probate and Administration Act, 1881, § section 
139 or section 140, to compel a refund by a person to whom an executor 
or administrator has paid a legacy, or distributed assets ; 

(28) a suit for a legacy, or for the whole or a share of a residue be- 
queathed by a testator, or for the whole or a share of the property of an 
intestate; 

(29) a suit-— 

(o) for a dissolution of partnership, or for the winding-up of the 
business of a partnership after its dissolution ; 

^ (6) for an account of partnership -transactions ; or 

{c) for a balance of partnership-account, unless the balance has been 
struck by the parties or their agents ; 

{30) a suit for an account of property, and for its due administration 
under decree ; 

(3^) other suit for an account, including a suit by a mortgagor, 
after the mortgage has been satisfied, to recover surplus collections received 
by the mortgagee, and a suit for the profits of immoveable property 
belonging to the plaintiff which have been wrongfully received by the 
defendant; 

(32) a suit for a general average loss^ or for salvage; 

(33) ^ compensation in respect of collision between ships ; 


These sections (of Act XIV. of 1882, the old Code now repealed) 
should now be taken as applying respectively to rule 63 ruies i o, , 
TO-J nf nrHpr Wt. anH s. n-7 of Act V. of looS (the new Code).— s. 150 


103 of Order XXI. and s. 73 of Act V. of igo8 (the 
of the latter Act. 

f Act V. of 1908. 
j Act X. of 1865. 

§ Act V. of 1881. 
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(34) a suit on a policy of insurance, or for the recovery of any 
premium paid under any such policy ; 

(35) a suit for compensation— 

(fl) for loss occasioned fay the death of a person caused by actionable 
wrong ; 

{b) for wrongful arrest, restraint, or confinement ; 

(r) for malicious prosecution ; 

{d) for libel ; 

(e) for slander ; 

(f) for adultery or seduction ; 

{g) for breach of contract of betrothal or promise of marriage ; 

(h) for inducing a person to break a contract made with the 

plaintiff \ 

(i) for obstruction of an easement or diversion of a watercourse ; 

(7) for illegal, improper, or excessive distress or attachment ; 

for improper arrest under Chapter XXXIV** of the Code of 
Civil Procedure, or in respect of the issue of an injunction 
wrongfully obtained under Chapter XXXY** of that Code ; or 

{/) for injury to the person in any case not specified in the fore- 
going sub*ciauses of this clause; 

(36) a suit by a Mahomedan for exigible {muajjal) or deferred 
[ynxi-oiajjal) dower ; 

(37) a suit for the restitution of conjugal rights, for the recovery of a 
wife, for the custody of a minor, or for a divorce ; 

(38) a suit relating to maintenance ; 

(39) a suit for arrears of land-revenue, village-expenses, or other sums 
payable to the representative of a village community, or to his heir or 
other successor in title ; 

(40) a suit for profits payable by the representative of a village- 
community, or by his heir or other successor in title, after payment of 
land*revenue, village-expenses, and other sums ; 

(41) a suit for contribution by a sharer in joint property in respect of a 
payment made by him of money due from a co-sharer or by a manager of 
joint property, or a member of an undivided family, in respect of a pay- 

' ment made by him on account of the property or family ; 


j ^ Chapter XXXIV. & XXXV. of Act XIV. of 1882 correspond 
I to Order XXXVIIL (excluding rule 7 and including s 95) and Order 

( XXXIX. (including s. 95), respectively, of Act V, of 2908 (the new Code), 

to which the reference to the Chapters aforesaid now be taken to apply,— 
s. 258 of the latter Act. 


'' v» 'f aSS 
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THE 

INDIAN REGISTRATION ACT, 1908 : 
ACT NO. XVI. OF 1908. 

Passed by the Governor-General of India in Council. 
[Received Bis Excellency’s Assent on the i 8 th December igoSi] 


An Act to consolidate the Enactments relating to the Registration 

of Documents. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate the enactments relating" 
to the registration of documents ; It is hereby enacted as follows : — 

PART I. 

Preliminary. 

Short title, extent, and 1 * (^) This Act may be called the 

commencement. Indian Registration Act, 1908. 

{2) It extends to the whole of British India except such dis- 
tricts or tracts of country as the Local Government may, with the 
previous sanction of the Governor-General in Council, exclude from 
its operation. 

(j) It shall come into force on the first day of January 1909. 

r, c 2 . In this Act, unless there is any- 

thing repugnant in the subject or con- 
text, — 

(r) “ addition " means the place of residence, and the profes- 
aon, trade, rank, and title (if any) of a person described, and, in 
the case of a Native of India, his caste (if any) and his father’s 
uame, or, where he is usually described as the son of his mother, 
then his mother’s name : 

(a) “ book ” includes a portion of a book and also any number 
of sheets connected together with a view of forming a book or 
portion of a book : 

(j) “ district” and “ sub-district,” respectively, mean a district 
and sub-district formed under this Act ; 

(^)“ District Court” includes the High Court in its ordinary 
original civil jurisdiction ; 
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(5) ‘ endorsement ” and “ endorsed ” include and apply to an 
entry in writing by a registering officer on a rider or covering slip- 
to any document tendered for registration under this Act: 

(6) “ immoveable property " includes land, buildings, here- 
ditary allowances, rights to ways, lights, ferries, fisheries, or any 
other benefit to arise out of land, and things attached to the earth or 
permanently fastened to anything w hich is attached to the earth, but 
not standing timber, growing crops, nor grass: 

(7) “lease " includes a counterpart, kabuliat, an undertaking 
to cultivate or occupy, and an agreement to base : 

( 8 ) “ minor " means a person svho, according to the personal 
law to which he is subject, has not attained majority : 

(p) “ moveable property includes standing timber, growing 
crops, and grass, fruit upon, and juice in, trees, and property 0 
every other description except immoveable property : and 

t/o)“ representative” includes the guardian of a minor and 
the conxinittee or other legal curator of a lunatic or idiot. 


PART II. 

Of the Registration-establishment. 

a (/) The Local Government shall appoint ^ 

gilSf for the territoriessubject to such Govern- 

ment : 

Provided that the Local Government and'^duties 

such appointment, direct that all or any ^ jo^.General shall 

hereinafter conferred and imposed Officers and within 

be exercised and performed by such office / jj^jg behalf, 

such local limits, as the Local Government appoints m 

(5) Any Inspector-General may hold simultaneously any other 

office under Government. 

4. (/) The Governor of Bombay in Governor- 

Branch Inspector-General appoint an officer 

of Sindh. who Shall have all the 

to be Branch Inspector-General ^ t otjier than the power 

powers of an Inspector-General under this Act of 
to frame rules hereinafter conferred. 
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( 2 ) The Branch Inspector-General of Sindh may hold simul- 
taneously any other office under Government. 

5 . (/) For the purposes of this Act, the Local Government shall 

. form districts and sub-districts, and shall 
Districts and sub-dismcis. prescribe and may alter the limits of 

such districts and sub-districts. 

(2) The districts and sub-districts formed under this section, 
together with the limits thereof, and every alteration of such limits, 
shall be notified in the local official gazette. 

(j) Every such alteration shall take effect on such day after the 
date of the notification as is herein mentioned. 

6 . The Local Government may appoint such persons, whether 
Registrars and Sub-Regis- public officers or not, as it thinks proper, 

trars. to be Registrars of the several districts, 

and to be Sub-Registrars of the several 
sub-districts, formed as aforesaid, respectively. 

7. (/) The Local Government shall establish in everv district 
Offices of Registrar and office tO be Styled the office of the 

Sub-Registrar. Registrar, and in every sub-district an 

office or offices to be styled the office of the Sub-Registrar or the 
offices of the Joint Sub-Registrars, 

(2) The Local Government may amalgamate with any office 
of a Registrar any office of a Sub-Registrar subordinate to such 
Registrar, and may authorize any Sub-Registrar whose office has 
been so amalgamated to exercise and perform, in addition to bis 
own powers and duties, all or any of the powers and duties of the 
Registrar to whom he is subordinate : 

Provided that no such authorisation shall enable a Sub-Regis- 
trar to hear an appeal against an order passed by himself under 
this Act. 

8 . (/) The Local Government may also appoint officers to 6 'e 
Inspectors of Registration* called Inspectors of Registration-offices, 

offices. and may prescribe the duties of such 

officers. 

( 2 ) Every such Inspector shall be subordinate to the Inspector- 
General. 
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a Every eeilitary cantonment may (if the Local (3over„ment 

districts. ^ sub-district Or a district, and the 

JReeistrar nr T? Magistrate shall be the Sub- 

case may be. ^ ^®S‘®^rar of such sub-district or district, as the 


10. (/) When any Registrar, other than the Registrar of a 
Absence of Registrar or district including a Presidencv-town is 

"iZZ"', K ^ t"- m • “h^wise tban on du^ln ts di 

?nen f ^ office IS temporarily vacant, any person whom the 
Inspector- General appoints in this behalf, or, in default of such ap- 
pointment, the Judge of the District Court, within the local limits 
of whose jurisdiction the Registrar's office is situate, shall be the 
registrar during such absence, or until the Local Government fills 
up the vacancy. 


( 2 ) When the Registrar of a district including a Presidency- 
twn IS absent otherwise than on duty in his district, or when his 
office is temporarily vacant, any person whom the Inspector-General 
appomts in this behalf shall be the Registrar during such absence, 
or until the Local Government fills up the vacancy. 


11. When any Registrar is absent from his office on duty in 
Absence of Registrar on his district, he may appoint any Sub- 

Registrar or other person in his district 
to perform, during such absence, all the duties of a Registrar 
except those mentioned in sections 68 and 72 , 


12. When any Sub-Registrar is absent, or when his office 
Absence of Sub-Registrar is temporarily vacant, any person whom 
or vacancy in his office. jjje Registrar of the district appoints in 

flis p^ialf shall be Sub-Registrar during such absence, or until the 
i-ocal Governixient fills up the vacancy* 


Report of certain appoint- 13. (/) All appointments made 
merits and suspension and under section 10, Section r I, or section 
removal and dismissal of 12 shall be reported to the Local Govern-' 

ment by the Inspector-General. 

( 2 ) Such report shall be either special or general as the Local 
Government direcis. 

(3) The Local Government may suspend, remove, or dismiss 
Any person appointed under the provisions of this Act, and appoint 
Another person in his stead. 
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14 . (/) Subject to the approval of the Governor*General in 
Remuneration and es* Council, the Local Government may 

tablishments of registering assign such salaries as such Government 
ofiBcers. deems proper to the registering officers 

appointed under this Act, or provide for their remuneration by fees, 
or partly by fees, and partly by salaries. 

(2) The Local Government may allow proper establishments 
■for the several offices under this Act. 

15 . The several Registrars and Sub-Registrars shall use a 

„ , , . , . ~ seal bearing the following inscription in 

Seal of registering ofticers. -r- ,• u j • l 11 

^ Lnglish, and in such other language as 

the Local Government directs : “ The seal of the Registrar (or 

Sub-registrar) of ." 

16 . (/) The Local Government shall provide for the office of 
Register books and fire- every registering officer the books neces- 

•proof boxes. sary for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) The books so provided shall contain the forms from time 
to lime prescribed by the Inspector-General, with the sanction of 
the Local Government, and the pages of such books shall be conse- 
cutively numbered in print, and the number of pages in each book 
shall be certified on the title-page by the officer by whom such 
books are issued. 

(5) Tbe Local Government shall supply the office of every 
Registrar with a fire-proof box, and shall, in each district, make 
suitable provision for the safe custody of the records connected with 
the registration of documents in such district. 

PART III. 

Of Registrable Documents. 

17 . (r) The following documents shall be registered, if the 
Documents of which regis- property to which they relate is situate 

traiion is compulsory. in a district in which, and if they have 

been executed on or after the date on which, Act No. XVI. of 
1864 or the Indian Registration Act, 1866,* or the Indian Regis- 
tration Act, 187 1, f or the Indian Registration Act, 1877,^; or this 
Act came or comes into force, namely — 


* Act XX. of 1866. 


4 Act III. of 1877. 


t Act V'll. of 1871. 
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{a) instruments of gift of immoveable property ; 

( 3 ) other non-testamentary instruments ^Yhlch purport or 
operate to create, declare, assign, limit, or extinguish, 
whether in present or in future, any right, title, or 
interest, whether vested or contingent, of the value 
of one hundred rupees and upwards, to or in im- 
moveable property ; 

(c) non-testamentary instruments which acknowledge the 
receipt or payment of any consideration on account 
of the creation, declaration, assignment, limitation, 
or extinction of any such right, title, or interest ; and 

(cf) leases of immoveable property from year to year, or 
for any term exceeding one year, or reserving a 
yearly rent : 

Provided that the Local Government may, by order published 
in the local official gazette, exempt from the operation af this sub- 
section any leases executed in any district or part of a district, the 
terms granted by which do not exceed five years, and the annual 
rents reserved by which do not exceed fifty rupees. 

(2) Nothing in clauses ( 3 ) and (c) of sub-section (/) applies to — 

(i) any composition-deed ; or 

(ii) any instrument relating to shares in a Joint Stock Com- 

pany, notwithstanding that the assets of such Com- 
pany consist, in whole or in part, of immoveable 
property ; or 

(iii) any debenture issued by any such Company, and not 

creating, declaring, assigning, limiting, or extinguish- 
ing any right, title, or interest to or in immoveable 
property except in so far as it entitles the holder to 
the security afforded by a registered instrument 
whereby the Company has mortgaged, conveyed, or 
otherwise transferred the whole or part of its im- 
moveable properly or any interest therein to trustee^ 
upon trust for the benefit of the holders of su<. 
debentures; or 

(iv) any endorsement upon, or transfer of, any debenture 

issued by any such Company; or 

(v) any document not itself creating, declaring, assigning, 

limiting, or extinguishing any right, fiile, or interest 0 
the value of one hundred rupees and upwards to 0 
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in immoveable property, but merely creating a right 
to obtain another document which will, when exe- 
cuted, create, declare, assign, limit, or extinguish any 
such right, title, or interest ; or 

(vi) any decree or order of a Court, and any award ; or 

(vii) any grant of immoveable property by Government ; or 

(viii) any instrument of partition made by a Revenue- 
officer ; or 

(ix) any order granting a loan or instrument of collateral 

security granted unUer the Land Improvement Act, 
1871,* or the Land Improvement Loans Act, 1883, f 
or 

(x) any order granting a loan under the Agriculturists’ Loans 

Act, 1884,1 or instrument for securing the repayment 
of a loan made under that Act; or 

(xi) any endorsement on a mortgage-deed acknowledging 

the payment of the whole or any part of the morr- 
gage-money and any other receipt for payment of 
money due under a mortgage when the receipt does 
not purport to extinguish the mortgage ,* or 

(xii) any certificate of sale granted to tiie purchaser of any 

properly sold by public auction by a Civil or Reve- 
nue Officer. 

(y) Authorities to adopt a son, executed after the first day 
of January 1872, and not conferred by a will, shall also be regis- 
■^tered. 

Documents of which regis- 18. Any of the following docu- 

tration is optional. ments may be registered under this Act, 

namely — 

(a) instruments (other than instruments of gift and wills) 
which purport or operate to create, declare, assign, 
limit, or extinguish, whether in present or in future, 
any right, title, or interest, whether vested or contin- 
gent, of a value less than one hundred rupees, to or 
in immoveable property ; 


Act XXVI. of 1871. t Act XIX. of 1883. 

i Act XII. of 1884. 


REGISTRATION. 


[Act XVI. 


JC3 


(3) instruments acknowledging the receipt or payment of anv 
consideration on account of the creation, declaration 
alignment, limitation, or extinction of any such right’ 
title, or interest ; “ ’ 


(c) leases of immoveable property for any term not exceed- 
ing one year, and leases exempted under section 17 ; 

instruments (other than wills), which purport or operate 
to create, declare, assign, limit, or extinguish any 
right, title, or interest to or in moveable property; 

(e) wills; and 

(/) all other documents not required by section 17 to be 
registered. 


19. If any document duly presented for registration be in a 
Documents in language language which the registering officer 
officer by registering does not understand, and which is not 
° commonly used in the district, he shall 

refuse to register the document, unless it be accompanied by a 
true translation into a language commonly used in the district, 
and also by a true copy. 


20. (/) The registering officer may, in his discretion, refuse 
Documents containing in- to accept foT registration any document 
terlineations, blanks, era- in which any interlineation, blank, erasure, 
sures, or alterations. alteration appears unless the persons 

executing the document attest with their signatures or initials such 
interlineation, blank, erasure, or alteration. 

( 2 ) If the registering officer registers any such document, 
he shall, at the time of registering the same, make a note in the 
legister of such interlineation, blank, erasure, or alteration. 

21. (/) No non- testamentary document relating to immoveable 

Description of property property shall be accepted for registration 
-and maps or plans. unless it contains a description of such 

property sufficient to identify the same. 

( 2 ) Houses in towns shall be described as situate on tne north 
•or other side of the street or road (which should be specified) to 
'Which they front, and by their existing and former occupancies, 
and by their numbers if the houses in such street or road are 
numbered. 

(s) Other houses and lands shall be described by their name, 
if any, and as being in the territorial division in which they are 
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situate, and by their superficial contents, the roads and other proper- 
ties on which they abut, and their existing occupancies, and also, 
whenever it is practicable, by reference to a Government map or 
survey. 

{ 4 ) No non-testamentary doc ument containing a map or plan • 
of any property comprised therein shall be accepted for registration 
unless it is accompanied by a true copy of the map or plan, or, in 
case such property is situate in several districts, by such number 
of true copies of the map or plan as are equal to the number of 
such districts. 

22 . (/) Where it is, in the opinion of the Local Government,^ 
Description of houses and practicable to describe houses, not being 
land by reference to Govern- houses in towns, and lands by reference 
ment maps or surveys. [q Government map or survey, the 

Local Government may, by rule made under this Act, require that 
such houses and land as aforesaid shall, for the purposes of section 
21, be so described. 

(2) Save as otherwise provided by any rule made under sub- 
section (/), failure to comply with the provisions of section 21, 
sub-section (2) or sub-section (j), shall not disentitle a document 
to be registered if the description of the property to which it relates 
is sufficient to identify that property. 


PART IV. 

Of the Time of Presentation. 

23 . Subject to the provisions contained in sections 24, 25, and 

Time for presenting docu- document Other than a will shall 

be accepted for registration unless 
presented for that purpose to the proper officer within four months 
from the date of its execution : 

Provided that a copy of a decree or order may be presented 
within four months from the date on which the decree or order, 
was made, or, where it is appealable, within four months from the 
day on which it becomes final. 

24 . Where there are several persons executing a document at 
Documents executed by different times, such document may be - 

different presented for registration and re-regis- 
tration within four months from the date 
of each execution. 
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(d) instruments acknowledging the receipt or payment of any 

consideration on account of the creation, declaration, 
assignment, limitation, or extinction of any such right, 
title, or interest ; 

(c) leases of immoveable property for any term not exceed- 
ing one year, and leases exempted under section 175 

((^) instruments (other than wills), which purport or operate 
to create, declare, assign, limit, or extinguish any 
right, title, or interest to or in moveable property; 

(e) wills; and 

(/) all other documents not required by section 17 to be 
registered. 


19 . If any document duly presented for registration be in a 
Docunoents in language language which the registering officer 
not understood by registering does not understand, and which is not 
officer. commonly used in the district, he shall 

refuse to register the document, unless it be accompanied by a 
true translation into a language commonly used in the district, 
and also by a true copy. 


20 . (/) The registering officer may, in his discretion, refuse 
Documents containing in- to accept for registration ^y document 
terlineations, blanks, era- in which any interlineation, DlanK, erasure, 
sures, or alterations. alteration appears unless the persons 

executing the document attest with their signatures or initials such 
interlineation, blank, erasure, or alteration. 


(2) If the registering officer registers any such document, 
he shall, at the time of registering the same, make a note in £ e 
register of such interlineation, blank, erasure, or alteration. 

21. (/) No non.lestammtary document relating to 

Description of property PfOpert, shall be !“”'S'ScS 

and maps or plans. unless it contains a descrip 


property sufficient to identify the same. 

(2) Houses in towns shall be described as situate 
or other side of the street or road (which should e P J 
which they front, and by their existing and ^ j 

and by their numbers if the houses in such s re 
numbered. . 

(j) Other houses and lands shall be are 

if any, and as being in the territorial division 1 
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situate, and by their superficial contents, the roads and other proper- 
ties on which they abut, and their existing occupancies, and also, 
whenever it is practicable, by reference to a Government map or 
survey. 

(^) No non-testamentary document containing a map or plan 
of any property comprised therein shall be accepted for registration 
unless it is accompanied by a true copy of the map or plan, or, in 
case such property is situate in several districts, by such number 
of true copies of the map or plan as are equal to the number of 
such districts. 

22 . (/) Where it is, in the opinion of the Local Government, 
Description of houses and practicable to describe houses, not being 
land by reference to Govern- housCS In tOWnSi SnCi by reier 6 flC 6 

ment maps or surveys. to a Government map or survey, the 

Local Government may, by rule made under this Act, require that 
such houses and land as aforesaid shall, for the purposes of section 
21, be so described. 

(2) Save as otherwise provided by any rule made under sub- 
section (/), failure to comply with the provisions of section 2X, 
sub-section (2) or sub-section (j), shall not disentitle a document 
to be registered if the description of the property to which it relates 
is sufficient to identify that property. 


PART IV. 


Of the Time of Presentation. 


23 . Subject to the provisions contained in sections 24, 25, and 
Time for presenting docu- ^6, no document Other than a will shall 
ments. accepted for registration unless 

pesented for that purpose to the proper officer within four months 
trom the date of its execution : 


Provided that a copy of a decree or order may be presented 

wnhm four months from the date on which the decree or order 

from ie' 

uay on which it becomes final. ^ 


24. Where there are 

Documents executed by 
several persons at different 
times. 


several persons executing a document at 
erent times, such document m'’v b-* 
printed for ragto,i„„ J 

from tkdU 

01 each execution. 
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25. U) owing 10 urgent necessity or unavoidable accident, 
Provision where delay in document executed, ot Copy of a 

presentation is unavoidable, decree Or order made, in Britisti India, 
IS not presented for registration till after the expiration of the time 
hereinbefore prescribed in that behalf, the Registrar, in cases where 
the delay in presentation does not exceed four months, may direct 
that, on payment of a fine not exceeding ten times the amount of the 
proper registration-fee, such document shall be accepted for regis- 
tration. 

(j?) Any application for t.uch direction may be lodged with a 
Sub-Registrar, who shall forthwith forward it to the Registrar to 
whom he is subordinate. 

26. When a document purporting to have been executed by 
Documents executed out of all or any of the parties out of _ British 

British India. India is not presented for registration 

till after the expiration of the' time hereinbefore prescribed in that 

behalf, the registering ofScer, if satisfied, — 

(«) that the instrument was so executed, and 

(^) that it has been presented for registration within four 
months after its arrival in British India, 

may, on payment of the proper registration-fee, accept such docu- 
ment for registration. 

Wills may be presented or 27. A. will may at any dme be 

deposited at any time. prescnLcd for registration or deposueu in 

manner hereinafter provided. 


PART V. 

Of ths Place of Registration. 

28. Save as in this Part otherwise provided, every document 
Place for registering docu- mentioned in section 17 , sub-section (/), 

ments relating to land*. clauses (a), (d), (c), and (r/), and section 

18 , clauses (a), (b), and (t), shall be presented for registration m the 
office of a Sub-Registrar within whose sub-district the w role 0 
some portion of the property to which such document re ates 
situate. 

29. (/) Every document other than a document 

Place for registering other section 28 , and a COpy of a 
documents. • order, may be presented for legistrauon, 
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either in the office of the Sub-Registrar in whose sub-district the 
document was executed, or in the office of any other Sub-Registrar 
under the Local Government at which all the persons executing and 
chiming under the document desire the same to be registered. 

( 2 ) A copy of a decree or order may be presented for regis- 
tration in the office of the Sub-Registrar in whose sub district the 
original decree or order was made, or, where the decree or order 
does not allect immoveable property, in the office of any other Sub- 
Registrar under the Local Government at which all the persons 
claiming under the decree or order desire the copy to be registered. 

30. (/) .“^ny Registrar may, in .his discretion, receive and 
Registration by Registrars register any document which might be 

•in certain cases. registered by any Sub- Registrar subordi- 

nate to him. 

( 2 ) The Registrar of a district including a Presidency-town 
and the Registrar of the Lahore District may receive and register 
any document referred to in section 28 without regird to the 
situation in any part of British India of the property to which the 
document relates. 

31. lu ordinary cases the registration or deposit of documents 
Registration or acceptance under tnis Act shall be made only at the 

for deposit at private resid- office of the officer authorized to accept 

the same for registration or deposit ; 

Provided that such officer may, on special cause being shown, 
attend at the residence of any person desiring to present a docu- 
ment for registration or to deposit a will, and accept for registration 
ot deposit such document or will. 


PART VI. 

Off Presenting Documents For Registration. 

, 32. Except in the cases mentioned in section 3 1 and section 
Persons to present docu- ^9i every document to be registered 
mentsfor registration. Under this Act, whether such registration’ 

be compulsory or optional, shall be presented at the proper resis- 
tratioa-office — 

(«) by some person executing or chiming under the same, 
or, in the case of a copy ot a decree or order, claim- 
ing under the decree or order, or ' 
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person executing or claiming under the document, shall, without 
payment and unnecessary delay, give him a copy of the reasons so 
recorded. 

1 

(2) No registering officer shall accept for registration a docu- 
ment so endorsed unless and until, under the provisions hereinafter 
■contained, the document is directed to be registered. 

72 . (/) Except where the refusal is made on the ground 

Appeal 10 Resist™ Iron, «“Cutioo, an appeal shall lie 

-orders of Sub-Registrar re- against an order of a Sub-Registrar re- 
fusing registration on ground fusing to admit a document to registration 
denial ot exe- (whether the registration of such docu- 

° ment is compulsory or optional) to the 

Registrar to whom such Suti-Registrar is subordinate if presented 
to such Registrar within thirty days from the date of the order ; and 
the Registrar may reverse or alter such order. 

(3) If the order of the Registrar directs the document to be 
registered, and the document is duly presented for registration within 
thirty days after making of such order, the Sub-Registrar shall 
obey the same, and thereupon shall, so far as may be practicable, 
follow the procedure prescribed in sections 58, 59, and 60; and such 
registration shall take effect as if the document had been registered 
when it was ffrst duly presented for registration. 

73. (/) When a Sub-Registrar has refused to register a docu- 
Application to Registrar 

where Sub-Registrar refuses whom St purports tO be executed, Ot nlS 
'to register on ground of representative or assign, denies its execu- 
demai of execution. claiming under such 

document or his representative, assign, or agent authorized as afore- 
said, may, within thirty days after the making of the order of refusal, 
apply to the Registrar to whom such Sub-Registrar is subordinate in 
order to establish his right to have the document registered. 

(3) Such application shall be in writing, and shall be accom- 
panied by a copy of the reasons recorded under section 71, and the 
statements in the application shall be verified by the applicant in 
manner required by law for the verification of plaints. 

74 . In such case, and also where such denial as aforesaid is 

p.ocdu»ot R.Ater»n far'isrilon w 

such application, document presented for registration 

■him, the Registrar shall, as soon as conveniently may be, enquire 
(a) whether the document has been executed ; 
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( 5 ) whether the requirements of the law for the time being 
in force have been complied with on the part of the 
applicant or person presenting the document for 
registration, as the case may be, so as to entitle the 
document to registration. 

75 . (/) If the Registrar finds that the document has been 
Order by Repistrsr to re* executed, and that the satd requirements 
gister and procedure thereon, have been complied with, he shall order 

the document to be registered. 

(a) If the document is duly presented for registration within 
thirty days after the making of suclt order, the registering-oflScer 
abal 1 obey the same, and thereupon shall, so far as may be practi- 
cable, follow the procedure prescribed in sections 58, 59, and 60. 

(j) Such registration shall take effect as if the document had 
been registered when it was first duly presented for registration. 

{4) The Registrar may, for the purpose of any enquiry under 
section 74, summon and enforce the attendance of witnesses, and 
com pell them to give evidence, as if he were a Civil Court, and he 
may also direct by whom the whole or any part of the costs of any 
such enquiry shall be paid, and such costs shall be recoverable as 
if they had been awarded in a suit under the Code of Civil 
Precedure, 1908.* 

gi^rar'^ refusal by Re- (/) Every Registrar refusing — ■ 

(a) to register a document except on the ground that 
the property to which it relates is not situate within 
his district, or that the document ought to be regis- 
tered in the office of a Sub-Registrar, or 
{b) to direct the registration of a document under section 7a 
or section 75, 

shall make an order of refusal, and record the reasons for 
such order in his Book No. 2, and, on application made by any 
person executing or claiming under the document, shall, without 
unnecessary delay, give him a copy of the reasons so recorded. 

(2) No appeal lies from any order by a Registrar under this 
section or section 72. 

77. (/) Where the Registrar refuses to order the documen 
Suit in case of order of re- be registered under section 7^ ^or 
fusai by Registrar. Section 76, any person claiming under 
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such document, or his representative, assign, or agent, may, mthin 
thiriy days after the making of the order of refusal, institute in the 
Civil Court, within the local limits of whose original jurisdiction 
is situate the office in which the document is sought to be registered, 
a suit for a decree directing the document to be registered in such 
office if it be duly presented for registration within ttiirty days after 
the passing of such decree. 

(a) The provisions contained in sub-sections (a) and (j)' of 
section 75 shall, mutaiis mutandis apply to all documents presented 
for registration in accordance with any such decree, and, not- 
withstanding anything contained in this Act, the document shall be 
receivable in evidence in such suit. 


PRAT XIII. 


Of the Fees for Registration, Searches, and Copies, 


V8. Subject to the approval of the Governor-General in 
Fees to be fixed by Local Council, the Local Government shall 
Government. prepare a table of fees payable-— 

(c) for the registration of documents ; 

(< 5 ) for searching the registers ; 

(0 for making or granting copies of reasons, entries, or 
documents before, on, or after registration ; 


and of extra or additional fees payable — 

(d) for every registration under section 30; 

(s) for the issue of commissions ; 

(/) for filing translations ; 

(g) for attending at private residences; 

(/i) for the safe custody and return of documents ; and 
(f) for such other matters as appear to the Local Government 
necessary to effect the purposes of this Act. 


79 . A table of the fees so payable shall be published in 

the official gazette, and a copy thereof 
Publication of fees. English and the vernacular language 

of the district shall be exposed to public view in every registration 
office. 
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80 . All fees for the rsglstration of documents under this Act 
Fees payable on pre- shall be payable on the presentation of 
sentation. such documents. 


PART XIV. 


Of Penalties. 


81 . Eevery registering-officer appointed under this Act and 

Penalty for incorrectly Person employed in his office for 

endorsing, copying, trans- the purposes of tijis Act, who being 
lating, or registering docu- charged with the endorsing, copying, 
nients with intent to injure. translating, or registering of any document 

presented or deposited under its provisions, endorses, copies, trans- 
lates, or registers such document in a manner which he knows or 
believes to be incorrect, intending thereby to cause, or knowing it 
to be likely that he may thereby cause, injury, as defined in the 
Indian Penal Code,* to any person, shall be punishable with impri- 
sonment for a term which may extend to seven years, or with 
fine, or with both. 


Penalty for making false 
statements^ delivering false 
copies or translations^ false 
personation^ and abetment* 


82 . Whoever — 


(a) intentionally makes any false statement, whether on oath 
or not, and whether it has been recorded or not, before 
any officer acting in execution of this Act in any 
proceeding or inquiry under this Act ; or 

(i) intentionally delivers to a registering officer, in any 
proceeding under section 1 9 or section 21, a false 
copy or translation of a document, or a false copy of 
a map or plan ; or 

(e) falsely personates another, and, in such assumed character, 
presetns'i any document, or makes any admission or 
statement, or causes any summons or commission to 
be issued, or does any other act in any proceeding 
or inquiry under this Act ; or 

{d) abets anything made punishable by this Act, 

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


* Act^^LV. cf j86o. 
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88 . (/) A prosecution for any offence under this Act coming 
Registering officer may ^0 the knowledge of a registering officer 
commence prosecutions. in his official capacity may be com- 
menced by or with the permission of the Inspector-General, the 
Branch Inspector-General of Sindh, the Registrar, or the Sub- 
Registrar, in whose territories, district, or sub-district, as the case 
may be, the offence has been committed. 

(a) Offences punishable under this Act shall be triable by any 
Court or officer exercising powers not less than those of a Magistrate 
of the second class. 

84 . (/) Every registering officer appointed under this Act 
Registering officers to be Shall be deemed to be a public servant 
deemed public servants. within the meaning of the Indian Penal 

Code.* 

( 2 ) Every person shall be legally bound to furnish information 
to such registering officer when required by him to do so. 

( 3 ) In section 228 of the Indian Penal Code,* the words 
“ judicial proceeding ” shall be deemed to include any proceeding 
under this Act- 


PART XV. 


Miscbllaneous 


85 . Documents (other than wills) remaining unclaimed in any 
Destruction of unclaimed registration- office for a period exceeding 
documents. two years may be destroyed. 

Registering officer not liable 86. No registering officer shall be 

for thing bona Jtde done or liable to any suit, claim, or demand oy 
refused in his official capacity, reason of anything In good faith done or 

refused in his official capacity. 


87 - Nothing done 

Nothing SO done invalidated 
by defect in appointment or 
procedure. 


in good faith pursuant to this Act or any 
Act hereby repealed/ by any registering 
officer, shall be deemed invalid merely 
by reason of any defect in his appoint- 
ment or procedure. 


♦Act XLV.of i860* 
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88. (/) Notwithstanding anything herein contained, it shall 
„ . , not be necessary for any officer of 

ex^cSbyGovirnSoffi- Government, or for the Administrator- 
cets, or certain public func- General of Bengal, Madras, or Bombay, 
tionaries. {qt any official Trustee or Official 

Assignee, or for the Sheriff, Receiver, or Registrar of a High 
Court, to appear in person or by agent at any registration-office 
in any proceeding connected with the registration of any instrument 
executed by him in his official capacity, or to sign as provided in 
section 58. 

(^2) Where any instrument is so executed, the registering 
officer to whom such instrument is presented for registration may, 
if he thinks fit, refer to any Secretary to Government, or to such 
officer of Government, Administrator-General, Official Trustee, 
Official Assignee, Sheriff, Receiver, or Registrar, as the case may 
be, for information respecting the same, and, on being satisfied 
. of the execution thereof, shall register the instrument. 

89 . (/) Every officer granting a loan under the Land Improve- 

Copies of certain order., 1883, • shall send a 

certificates, and instruments Copy ot his order to the registering 
to be sent to registering offi- officer Within the local limits of whose 
cers, and filed. jurisdiction the whole or any part of the 

land to be improved, or of the land to be granted as collateral 
security, situate ; and such registering officer shall file the copy 
in his book No. i. 


(2) Every Court granting a certificate of sale of immove- 
able property under the Code of Civil Procedure, iQoS.f shall 
send a copy of such certificate to the registering officer within the 
local limits of whose jurisdiction the whole or any part of the 
immoveable property comprised in such certificate is situate, and 
auch officer shall file the copy in his Book No. i. 

is) Every officer granting a loan under the Agriculturists’ 
Loans Act, 1884,$ shall send a copy of any instrument whereby 
immoveable property is mortgaged for the purpose of securing the 
repayment of the loan, and, if any such property is mortgaged 
for the same purpose in the order granting the loan, a copy also 
of that order, to the registering officer within the local limits of 
whose jurisdiction the whole or any part of the property so mort- 


% Act XII. of 1884. 


* Act XIX. of 1883. 
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X i mfcase ma, ” 

PurchasefnT'fmS^I^w ■°®°“ 8'“‘ing a certiflcate of sale to the 
sS rLl'T?.^f^'“. ?°W ¥ public auction shall 


ft rnntf ^ t auguoH snail 

tits of wh„L''“SfiL‘? 'h”«gto«i"g-offlcer tvithin the 

or any part of the 


focal limits of whose jurisdiction the whole 


comprised in the certificate 
snail file the copy in his Book No. i. 


is situate, and such officer 


Exmpiions from Aci. 

90 . (/) Nothing contained in this Act, or in the Indian Regis- 
Exemption of certain docu- iration Act, 1 877,* or in the Indian Regis- 

of Gow? 5 Snt.^^°‘’‘^''°‘“‘ ^^ 7 hf or in any Actthereby 

repealed, shall be deemed to require, 
or to have at any time required, the Registration of any of thefollow- 
wg documents or maps, namely— 


(a) documents issued, received, or attested by any officer 
engaged in making a settlement or revision of settle- 
ment of land-revenue, and which form part of the 
records of such settlement ; or 

(^) documents and maps issued, received or authenticated 
by any officer engaged on behalf of Government 
in making or revising the survey of any land, and 
which form part of the record of such survey ; or 

(^') documents which, under any law for the time being in 
force, are filed periodically in any revenue-office 
by patwaries or other officers charged with the pre- 
paration of village-records ; or 

(a) sanads, inam, title-deeds, and other documents purport- 
ing to be or to evidence grants or assignments by 
Government of land, or of any interest in land ; or 

(0) notices given under section 74 or section 76 of the 
Bombay Land-revenue Code, 1879,! of relinquish- 
ment of occupancy by occupants, or of alienated 
land by holders of such land. 


* Act III, of 1877. 

t 


f Act VIII, of 1871. 
Bom. Act. V. of 1879. 
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THE SCHEDULE : 
Repeal of Enactments. 
(See seclion 95,) 




Short title. 

Extent of repeal. 

1877 

III. 

The Indian Registration Act, 
1877. 

The whole. 

1879 

XII. 

The Registration and Limitation 
Acts Amendment Act, 1879. 

So much as is unrepealed. 

1883 

XIX. 

The Land Improvement Loans 
Act, 1883. 

So much of section laas 
is unrepealed. 

1886 

VII. 

The Indian Registration Act, 
i88d. 

The whole. 

1888 

VII. 

The Civil Procedure Code 
Amendment Act, 1888. 

So much as is unrepealed. 

1891 

XII. 

The Amending Act, 1891 ... 

In the Second Schedule, 
the entries relating to 

Act HI. of 1877. 

1899 

XVII. 

I'he Indian Registration Amend* 
meat Act, 1899. 

The whole. 


I 

i 







ACT. XX. OF 1863. 

The Endowments Act, 1863.* 

Received the G.-G.'s Assent on the ioth March 1863, 

An Act to enable the Govemment to divest itself of the Management 
of Religious Endowments. 

Whereas it is expedient to relieve the Boards of Revenue, and 
p , , the Local Agents, in the Presidency of 

Fort William in Bengal and the Presi- 
dency of Fort Saint George, from the duties imposed on them by 
Regulation XIX., 1810, of the Bengal Code {for the due appropria- 


* This short title has been given by the Indian Short Titles Act (XIV, 
of 1897). 

For the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill which became 
Act XX. of 1863, see Calcutta Gazette, 1862, p. 753 ; for Proceedings in 
Council relating to the Bill| see ibid Supplement, p. 28, and ibidj 1863, p. 

105. 

Act XX. of 1863 has been extended to Kanara by Bom. Act VII. of 
1865 which was specially passed for that purpose. 

It has been declared, by notification under s. 3 (a) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following Scheduled 
Districts, namely 

(0 The Districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, and 
Pargana Dhalbhum and the Kolhan in the District of Sing- 
bhum (see Gazette of India, 1881, Pt I., p. $04 ) : 

(2) The scheduled portion of the Mirzapur District (see Gazette of 

India. 1S79, Pt. L. p. 383) : 

(3) Jaunsar Bawar (see Gazette of India, 1879 Pt I., p. 382) : 

(4) The Districts of Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismail 

Khan, and Dera Ghazi Khan (see Gazette of India, i886, Pt. 
L, p. 361) : 

is) The Chief Commissionership of Assam (except the North 
Lusbai Hills) (see Gazette of India 1897, Pt. L, p 299). 

It has been extended, by notification under 3. S of last mentioned 
Act, to the following Scheduled Districts, namely: — 

(1) Kumaon and Garhwal (see Gazette of India; 1876, Pt. I., p, 

606) : 

(2) The North-Western Provinces Tarai (see Gazette of India, 1876, 

. , . . Pt. I., p. 505) ; 

(3) Ajmere and Merwara (see Gazette of India, 1877, Pt. I,, p. 605) 

S. 22 applies to the v/hole of British India. 

3.000-20^.13, XX, ’^ 3 .- 1 , 
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Hon of iht rents and produce of lands granted for the support ofMoS’ 
ques, Hindu Temples, Colleges, and other purposes ; for the mainUn- 
ance and repair of Bridges, Sarais, Kattras and other public build- 
ings ; and for the custody and^ disposal of Nazul Property or Es- 
cheats), and Regulation VIL, 1817, of the Madras Code {for the due 
appropriation of the rents and produce of lands granted for the 
support of Mosques, Hindu Temples, and Colleges, or other public 
purposes ; for the maintenance and repair of Bridges, Choultrus, or 
Chattrams, and other public buildings ; and for the custody and dis- 
posal of Escheats), so far as those duties embrace the superinten- 
dence of lands granted for the support of mosques or Hindu tem- 
pies and for other religious uses ; the appropriation of endowments 
made for the maintenance of such religious establishments ; the 
repair and preservation of buildings connected therewith, and the 
appointment of trustees or managers thereof ; or involve any con- 
nection with the management of such religious establishments 
. . . . It is enacted as follows ; — ' - • 

1 . {Repeal of parts of Bengal Regulation -XI fLt • of idio and 
Madras Regulation VIL of i 8 Tqi\ {Repealed by the Repealing Acl 
{XIV. Of 1870).] . :c' 


Interpretation clause. 2 . In this Act — 


words 

Number. 

Gender. 


importing the singular number shall include the plural, 
and words importing the plural number 
shall include the singular : 
words importing the masculine gender 
shall include females : t 


the words « Civil Court ” and “ Court '' shall mean the princt- 

-.r- ... pal Court of original civil jurisdiction m 

Civil Court and Court. district in which the mosque, temple, 

or religious establishment is situate, relating to which, or to the en- 
dowment whereof, any suit shall be instituted or application made 
under the provisions of this Aqt. • 


In the Preamble, the words and figures, “and whe^s 
pedient for that purpose to repeal'so much of Regulation ~ , 

the Bengal Code, and Regulation VII., 1817, of the Madras Code, as relate 
to endowments for the support of mosques, Hindu tempjes> fV\/f of 
ligious purposes,” have here been repealed by the Repealing 

Compare s, 12 of the General Clau-^es Act {X. of 1897). 
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3 In the case oi every mosque, temple, or other religious es- 
u .nHi tablishment to which the provisions of 
DmvUir""respe'^hnt'C5- either of the Regulations speciHed in 
ques, &c. “ the preamble to this Act are appli- 

cable and the nomination of the trustee, manager, or superintendent 
thereof at the time of the passing of this Act, is vested in, or may 
be exercised by the Government or any public officer, or in 
the nomination of such trustee, manager, or super^'^tendent sh^dl be 
subiect to the confirmation of the Government or any public omcer. 
the Local Government shall as soon as possible after the passing 0 

this Act, make special provision as hereinafter provided. 

4 .. In the case of every such mosque, teinple or other religipus 
^ nf establishment which, at the time of the 

Transfer to trustees, &c., or ^ qH all be under the 

trust property in charge of passing of ihis ACt, Stiau oe uuaer tne 
'Revenue Board. management of any trustee, manager, ^or 

suuerintendent, whose nomination shall not vest in nor be exercised 

•lyrnor be subject to the confirmation of. the Government or any 

public officer, the Local Government shall, as soon as possible after 
ffie pasSng of this Act. transfer to such trustee manager, or su- 
perimendent all the landed or other property which at the time of 
file Sng of this Act, shall be under the supermtenOence or m 
the D^ssession of the Board of Revenue or any local agent, and 
belonring to such mosque, temple or other religious establishment, 
except such property as is hereinafter provi e ; 

and the powers and responsibilities of the Board of Revenue, 

^ f R ura’. oowers and the local agents, in respect to such 

Ocsstition of Bosrd s powc rplityiniisi 

as to such property. mosque, temple, oi Other religious estan 

lishment, and to all land and other property so transierred excep 

af regards, acts done and liabilities ncur red by the said ^ 

Revenue or any local agent, previous to such transfer, ,hall cease 

and determine. 

5 Whenever from any cause a vacancy shall occur in the 
o c* • r .ncntifc office of any trustee, manager, or super- 
rf“u“c.ssrlo mtendent to whom sut property shall 
vacated trusteeship. have been transferrsi under the last 

' preceding section, and any dispute shall ariss rspecting the rigat 
< of succession to such office, it shall be lawrm arraay person 
• ested in the mosque, temple, or rsligicua imaniisnment to 
' such property shall belong, or in the perf^mianc^ of the-worg^ 


* In s 3 the words quoted have Disr for the 

figure “ section I ” by the Repealing and AznrrJay Act (KB- 
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of ihe ^rvice thereof, or the trusts relating thereto, to^apply .to the 
C-iyil Court to appoint a manager of such mosque, temple, or other 
religious establishment ; and thereupon such Court may appoint 
such manager to act until some other person shall by suit have 
established his right of succession to such oflBce.' 


The manager so appointed by the Civil Court shall have and 
Powers of managers ap- shall exercise all the powers which, 
pointed by Court. under this Or any other Act, the former 

trustee,^ manager, or superintendent, in whose place such manager 
is appointed by the Court, had or could exercise in relation to such 
mosque, temple, or religious establishment, or the property belong- 
ing thereto. 


6. The rights, powers, and responsibilities of every trustee, 
Rights, of trustees to manager, or superintendent, to whom the 
whom property is transferred land and Other property. of any mosque, 
under section 4. temple, or Other religious establishment 

is transferred in the manner prescribed in section 4 of this Act, as 
well as the conditions of their appointment, election, and removal, 
shall be the same as if this Act had not been passed, ex- 
cept in respect of the liability to be sued under this Act, and except 
in respect of the authority of the Board of Revenue and local 
agents, given by the Regulations hereby repealed, over such mosque, 
temple, or religious establishment, and over such trustee, manager, 
or superintendent, which authority is hereby determined and re- 
pealed. 


All the powers which might be exercised by any Board or 
A • I .. c - local aoent for the recovery of the rent 
Appom,m=„.„fco»,m,.Ues. olher prcperV Wnsferred 

under the said section 4 of this Act may, from the date of such 
transfer, be exercised by any trustee, manager, or superintendent to 
whom such transfer is made. 


7 * In all cases described in section 3 of this Act the Local 
Constitution and duties of Government shall, once for all, appoint 
committees. one or more committees in every division 

or district, to take the place, and to exercise the powers, of the 
Board of Revenue and the local agents under the Regulations here- 
by repealed. 

Such committee shall consist of three or more persons, and 
shall perforin all the duties imposed on such Board and local agcn s, 
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except in respect of any property which is specially provided for 
under section 3 1 of this Act. 


8 Tile members of the said committee shall be appointed 
Qualifications oi member among persons professing the 

of committee. religion for the purposes of which the 

mosque, temple, or other religious establishment was founded or is 
now maintained, and in accordance, so far as can be ascertained, 
with the general wishes of those who are interested in the mainten- 
ance of such mosque, temple, or other religious establishment. 

Tue appointment of the committee shall be notified in the 
official Gazette. 

la order to ascertain the general wishes of such persons in 
Ascertaining wishes of per- respect of such appointment, the Local 
sons interested. Government may cause an election to 

be held under such rules (not inconsistent with the provisions of 
this Act) as shall be framed by such Local Government.® 


9 . Every member 
Tenare of oftice. 

and no such 
Removal. 


of a committee appointed as above shall 
hold his oliice for life, unless removed 
for misconduct or unfitness ; 

member shall be removed except by an order 
of the Civil Court as hereinafter provid- 
ed. 


10. Whenever any vacancy sliall occur among the members 
,, -..Cl cif committee appointed as above, a 

acancies o e e . member shall be elected to fill the 

vacancy by the persons interested as above provided. 

Tue remaining members of the committee shall, as soon as 
p , possible, give public notice of such 

race ure. vacanc)', and shall fix a day, which shall 

not be later than three months from the date of such vacancy, for 

an election of a new member by the persons interested as above 

provided, under rules for elections which shall be framed by the 
Local Government ;t 

and whoever shall be then elected under the said rules shall 
be a member of the committee to fill such vacancy. 

’ For rules made under this section for Madras, .see p. 7 of the Madras 
List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1894. 

t For rules under this section for the N.-W. P., see the N.-W. P, and 
Oudh List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. 1894, p. 32, 
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If any vacancy as aforesaid shall not be ailed up by such elec- 

caS.‘” ”■ “ “'oresaid within three months 

♦u ^ 1 . . occurred, the Civil Pniirt nn 

the application of any person whatever, may appoint a person to fill 
the vacancy, or may order that the vacancy be forthwith filled up 

shainLn committee, with which order it 

if t l i I® f «i«n^bers to comply and, 

member”' fill t ^HTcSct 


11> No member of a committee appointed under this Act 
No member of committee be capable ot being, or shall act, 

tfustec, &c., of also 38 a trustee, manager, or superiii' 
tendent of the mosque, temple, or ether 
religious establishment for the management of which such com- 
mittee shall have been appointed. 


12. Immediately on the appointment of a committee as above 
On appointment of Com- provided for the Superintendence of any 
hiittee. Board and local such motque, temple, or religious estab- 
agents to transfer property. Jishment, and for the management of its 
aftaiip, the Board of Revenue, or the local agenis acting under the 
autiiority of the said Board, shall transfer to such committee ail 
landed or other property which, at the time of appointment, shall be 
under the. superintendence, or in the possession, of the said Board 
or local agents, and belonging to the said religious establishment, 
except as is hereinafter provided forj 

and thereupon the poweis and lesponsibilities of the Board and 
Termination of powers and focal agents, in lespect tO SUCh 
responsibilities of Board and mcsque, temple, or religious establish* 

ment, and to all land and other property 
except as above, and except as regards acts done 
and liabilities incurred by the said Board or agents, previous to 
such transfer, shall cease and determine. 


All the powers which might be exercised by any Board or 
Commencement of powers local agent for the recovery of the rent 
of committee. ^ q£ gj. property transferred 

under this section may, from the date of such transfer, be exercised 
by such committee to whom such transfer is made, 


18 . It shall be the duty of every trustee, manager, and super* 
„ Duly . of trustee, &c., as to intendent of a mosque, temple, or religt- 
accounts; ous establishment to which the provi* 
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siona of this Act shall apply to keep regular accounts of his receipts 
and disbursements in respect of the endowments and expenS'-s of 
such iposque, temple, or other religious establishment ; 

and it shall be the duly of every committee of management, 

appointed or acting under the authority 
aad of committee. require from every trustee, 

manager, and superintendent of such mo-que, temple, or other 
religious establishment, the production of such regular accounts of 
such receipts and disbursements at least once in every year ; and 
every such committee of management shall themselves keep such 
accounts thereof. 


14. Any person or persons interested in any mosque, temple, 
Person interested may sin- 0^ religious establishment, Or in the pet- 
ty sue in case of breach of formance of the worship or of the service 
trust, &c. thereof, or the trusts relating thereto, 

may, without joining as plaintiff any of the other persons interested 
therein, sue before the Civil Court, the trustee, manager, or super- 
intendent of such mosque, temple, or religious establishment, or the 
member of any committee appointed under this Act, for any mis- 
feasance, breach of trust, or neglect of duty, committed by such 
trustee, manager, superintendent, or member of such committee, in 
respect of the trusts vested in, or confided to, them respectively ; 


and the Civil Court may direct the specific performance of any 

Ot Civil Co„«. manager, supetint- 

endent, or member of a committee, 


and may decree damages and costs against such trustee, 
manager, superintendent, or member of a committee, 

and may also direct the removal of such trustee, manager, 
superintendent, or member of a committee. 


15. The interest required in order to entitle a person to sue 
Nature of interest entitling under the last preceding section need 
person to sue. not be a pecuniary or a direct or imme- 

diate interest, or such an interest as would entitle the person suing 
to take any part in the management or superintendence of the 
trusts. 

Any person having a right of attendance, or hiving been in 
the habit of attending, at the performance of the worship or service 
of any mosque, temple, or religious establishment, or of partakipg 
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in the benefit of any distribution of alms, shall be deemed to be a 
person interested within the meaning of the last preceding section.^ 

1 6 In anv suit or proceeding instituted under this Act, it 
le. in any suit 

Reference to arbitrators. which such suit or proceeding is pending, 
to order any matter in difference in such suit to be referred for 
decision to one or more arbitrators. 

• • 


•Whenever any each " 

Civil Procedure Code ap* jn all respects apply to 

of the said Code. 

. •• ^i.4UA 


17 . Nothing in the .P 37 ;„^%ply^g^o‘'te o' 

^he conn f- °of« 

reference under the sa'd section 
Procedure. 


• A „ndpr this Act without a 
18 . No suit shall be entertamed ^^,^5 


Application for leave to 
institute suit. 


,e entertainea uuucx 


The Court, on the perusal oHhe app^ t institution 

whether there are sufficient prwia-facie „ro 
of a suit, and if, in the i^^gnient 0 he l,ou , ^ 
grounds, leave shall be given for its institution. . • 


grounas, leavc aimu uc 51. v... 

° , . ■ .Vvot- iKp suit has been for tne 

If the Court shall be of and that no party to 

benefit of the rus , order 

Costs. the suit is m fault, th oj 

the costs, or such portion as it n.ay consider )u. , 

the estate. tT 


IIJW — 

-^i;n;rtirz;sTr^rprocedu,. (Act x.v. 0. .sss) .. 

the cod. ot Ctri. ff.': 


i The word.: ^ tte epptotion of 

and the words “ in calculating "‘jgttJn^hall be estimated a^d sh H 
stamp duty on the repeakd by the Court 

added to the costs of the suit, have here o 


Act (VII. of 1870). 
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19 . Before giving leave for institution of a suit, or, after leave 
Court may require accounts has been given, before any proceeding 

of trust to be filed, is taken, or at any time when the suit is 

pending, the Court may order the trustee, manager, or superin- 
tendent, or any member of a committee, as the case, may be, to file, 
in Court the accounts of the trust, or such part thereof, as to the 
Court may seem necessary. 

20. No suit or proceeding before any Civil Court under the- 
• Proceedings for criminal preceding sections shall in any way 

breach of trust. affect or interfere with any proceeding 

in a Criminal Court for criminal breach of trust. 

21. In any case in which any land or other property has been 
Cases in which endowments granted for the support of an establisb- 

are partly for religious and ment partly of a religious and partly of 
_ partly for secular purposes. a seculat character, 

or in which the endowment made for the support of an estab- 
lishment is appropriated partly to religious and partly te secular' 
} uses, 

the Board of Revenue, before transferring to any trustee, 
manager, or superintendent, or to any committee of management 
^ appointed under this Act, shall determine what portion, if any, of 
^ the said land or other property shall remain under the superintend- 
'' ence of the said Board for application to secular uses, 

.and what portion shall be transferred to the superintendepce 
; of the trustee, manager, or superintendent, or of the committee, 

and also what annuajl amount, if any, shall be. charged on, the 
land or other property which may be so transferred to the superin- 
tendence of the said trustee, manager, or superintendent, or of the 
^ committee, and made payable to the said Board or to the local 
agents, for secular uses as aforesaid. 

In every such case the provisions of this Act shall fake effect 
it only in respect to such land and other property as may be so 
transferred. 

^ Government not to hold 22. Except as provided in this Act. it 
1' charge henceforth of property shall DOt be lawful^ for any Government 
mosque, in India, or for any officer of any Gov- 
ernment in his official character, 

K s. 22 , certain foriral words, which were repealed by the Repealing 

Act (XVI. of 1874I, have here been omitted. 


I 
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to undertake or resume the superintendence of any land ot 
other property granted for the euppor. of, or othemts. belong 
to. any mosque, temple, or other religious establishment or 

. ^ ^ rrto r» rrnrpin fant flT aDDrOOriatlQ 


to, any mosque, terapie, or ouicr ic.tg.uua - 

to take any part in the management or appropriation of any 
endowment made for the maintenance of any such mosque, p , 
or other establishment, or 


or other establisnmenr, or , 

to nominate or appoint any trustee man jr, or superintendent 
thereof, or to be in any way concerned therewith. 

> « <1 . _ *ViQ vwnvictnns 


50 r, or lU uc a**/ 

33 Nothing in this Act shall be held to affect tje Pro^ 
Jd. JNOtnmg Regulations mentioned m this Ac , 

Effect of Act in respect of . go far as they relate to mosques, 

Regulations there n men- ^Cepun so a ^ Hgious es- 

SSnrtpmrent^ 

ment from taking such steps as it ,SinTto “"d 

provisions of the said for theif historical ot 

buildings remarkable for their antiqu ^ . of the 'public, 

architectural value, or required for the conveni 

24. The word ‘^ndia - in this Act - ^ 

India." Her Majesty - by of 

Viet., c. io5, entitled “An Act for t e e 
lndia.’'t 


'' " ^ f 

• That is. “ British gStvely^ "thrCeneral Clauses Act 

and "India" in 3.3(7) and 3(27) «spec y 
(X. of 1897 ). ,, . j jgc 8 (21 and 22 Vict., 

f See the Government of India ACC| i ^ 



ACT I. OF i88o.» 


’ Tie Heligiotts Societies ict, 1830. 

Received the G.-G's, assent on the 9x11 January, i 83 o. 

An Act to confer certain Powers on Religious Societies. 

Whereas it is expedient to simolity tfie raanuer in wiiicii cer- 
tain bodies of persons associated for tha 
purpose of maintaining religious tvorship 
may hold property acquired tor such purpose, and to provide for 
the dissolution of such bodies and the adjustment of tltcir alTaira 
and for the decision of certain queaiions relating to suclt bodies; 
It is hereby enacted as follows 


1 

Short title. 


Commencement- 


Local extent. 


1. This Act may be called “ The 
Religious Societies Act, i8So;'' 

It shall come into force at once; 

and 

shall ' extend to the whole of British 
India ;t 


but nothing herein contained shall apply to any Hindus, 
Muharainadans or Buddnists, or to any persons whom the 
Governor-General in Couned iniy from time to time, by notdica- 
tion in the Gazette of India, exeluJe from the operation of tbia 
Actl ■ ■ ’ 


2 . When any body of persons associated for the purpose 
Appointment of now trus- of mamtaimng religious worsiiip has 
tees in cases not otnerwise acquired, or hereafter shall acquire, any 
provided for. property, 


* For Statement of Objects and R'i.isons, see Gaaeile 0/ India, iS'jgr, 
Part V., p. 770; for Proceeding, in Council, see ibid, 1S79, Supplement, pp. 
598, 745 and 174 ; ibid, l8SO, Supplement, pp. 23 and 170. 

t Act I. of 1880 has been declared, by notification under 3,3. (a) of the 
Scheduled Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following 
scheduled districts in the Chutia Nagpore Division: — The Districts of 
Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum and Pargana Dhalbhum, and the 
Kolhan in the District of Singbhum — Sec Gaaetie of India, Oct. 22 18814 
Pt. I., p. 504. The District of Lohardaga included at this time the present 
Bistrict of Palamau, which was separated in 1894. 


4,000.— 14.3.X907. 
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tioiuido S)t joj ?jno3 q 3 |H, 05 uoiq.iod .^q Xidds X:bui uoqsanb 

qons ui pa^saasjui uosisd Xub 'py siq^ japun pamiuioddB i£uB 
30 jfq.piiTjA aq; 03 SB jo ‘piBsajojB SB -(poq qons iuB jo joqmaui b 
S t uosiad XuB aaqpqA\ 03 sb ‘asmjaqjo ’^anoQ o; pojjua 

JO '03 paaiajai ojojaquiajaq sja33Bui ■‘I"® '’‘I suopsanS" 
aq 3 q3!Av uopoauuoa ui aaq3ia ‘sasuB uopsanb »(ub uaq^ *0 

•Xpodojd qons 30 uopnqutsip jo juaw/CBd 3q3 
JOJ JO '.{pOq qons 30 UOljniOSSip aq 3 JOJ 'spowna^sut jq suoisja 

3 uamnj)sui jfuB ui pau!B3U0D uoisiAOjd uiE^jaa p Suiaes 

^UB 3oaj}B 03 pamaop aq pBqs L puB 9 suopaas ui Suupojq ’g 

•ptBsojojB 3SBJ SB 31003 qons ifq joajaqj 3}nB33p 
ui JO ‘jiBqaq S|q3 ui pauaAuoo Supaoui b 3B juosaid siaqtnaui oqt -jo 
sq 3 ]y- 03 Jq 3 uBqi ssa[ 3OU 30 saiOA aqi .^q paui.KiJajop aq 03 osodind 
oiqtquBtp JO sno| 3 i[oj jaqjo autos JO diqsjOA\ snoiSqaj Suiuib3uibuj 

30 asodjnd aq; joj pojBiaossB suosjad 30 Apoq jaqio aiuos 03 uaAiS 

aq liBqs 3nq ‘uiaq; jo >(ue jo Xpoq qons 30 sjoqutaui aq; SuotuB 
p 33 nqu 3 Sip JO 03 piBd aq 30U ijBqs ouibs , , 

aq; ‘jaAaos)BqA\ .iuodojd aub ‘saniliqBq qu uoipioisip b uodn 

puB S 3 q.')p S31 j(B 30 uopoBjspBS aq) ja3}B 

‘suiBuiaj ajaip <(poq qons ^(ub 30 uopnpssip aq; uodn 33 

‘3y biuaop 31 SB ja33Bui aq; ui jopjo qons aqaiu jjBqs 
3jn03 aij; puB i otBniis si .(poq tpns 30 Suippmq 33 !qo aqi qoiqAi 
ui 3orJ3Sip oqj 30 noipoipsiJnf pAp ibuiSuo 30 tJnoQ ]Bdioui.id aq; 0; 
poJJajaj aq ipqs SJiByB sq 30 3Uoai3sn(pB aq; ‘Apoq qons 30 sjaqmaux 
aq; Suqiub 3 uis|JB a;nds}p i(uB 30 ;uoao aq; ut pBq; pspiAOJ^ 

: auiuijaiap Xbuj Smiaoui qons ;b ^{poq qons sb uoq; pou 31 ‘puB ‘.(ub 

31 'o;.')jaq 3 ojqBOqddB Xpoq tpns 30 sajnj aq; 0; SuipJOOOB ‘sapqiqBii 

puB suitBp s;i/Xpoq qons ]0 XtjadoJd aq; 30 ;u3ui?[)jas puB ^Bsodstp 
aqt JOJ uaqB) aq jjBqs sdais A'jBssaoou pu puB i uodn paajSB uaq; 
aioi; aq; ;b jo ‘q)[A\q;joj paAjossip aq i]Bqs ;i uodnajaq; puB i poAjos 
-sip aq iiBqs Xpoq qons ;Bq; auiutjo; -sjibije jiaqj 

-ap asodand aqi JOj pauoAUOO Suijaaux 30 3uouj}snfpB putj’ sapopos 
V ;b .<buj piB3aj03B sb Xpoq qons .<ub ““nniosbip joj uoisiaoj^ 
30 sjoqutaui aq; 30 sq;j9-aDjq; ubi); ssaj ;ou jaqmnu iiuy ’Q 

•pajinboj MB! 

iq SBAt ajo3o;ajaq sb apBut aq ja;3Bajaq 

(SbcU qOiljAV ^iuadOJd Xub 30 aouB^aAUOO -Asauod pus 3uauiiuioddB JO 
XuB JO ‘saaisnj; Aiau 30 ;uoui;uioddB *{ub Supsixa jo Suiabs 

ajBPiiBAUi 0; pamaop aq pBqs pautB;uoD utajaq i 2 uiq; 03 q 'Q 

i 


's^tuaioos stioioma 


C'ogs* JO -r py 



ACT XXI. OF i860. 

Tfl0 Societies’ Registration Act, 

Received the G.-G/s Assent on the 2isx May i860. 

An Aci for iht Eegisiraiion of Literary ^ Scientific y 
and Charitable Societies. 

Whereas it is expedient that provision should be made for im- 

proving the legal condition of societies 
established for the promotion of literature. 


* This short title has been given by the Indian Short Titles Act 
(XIV. of 1897). 

The Act (with the exception of the first four sections) is based on the 
Literary and Scientific Institutions Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet., c. iia), 
ss. 20, et seg. 

It has been declared to be in force in the whole of British India, except 
as regards the Scheduled Districts, by s. 3 of the Laws Local Extent Act 
(XV. of 1874). 

It has been declared, by notification under s. 3 (a) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following Scheduled 
Districts namely : — 

(1) West Jalpaiguri (see Gazette of India, i88i, Pt. L, p. 74) ; 

(2) The Districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, and 

Pargana Dhalbhum, and the Kolhan in the District of Sing*, 
bhum (see Gazette of India, 188 1, Pt. I , p, 504) ; 

{3) The scheduled portion of the Mirzapur District (see Gazette of 
India, 1879, Pt. I , p. 383) t 

(4) Jaunsar Bawar (see (Sazette of India, 1879, Pt. L, p. 302) ; 

(5) The Districts of Hazara, Peshwar, Kohat, Bannu, Dera 

Khan, and Dera Ghazi Khan (see Gazette of India, 1886, 

L, p. 48) ; 

(6) The District of Silhat (see Gazette of India, 1879, Pt. L, 


p. 631):— 

(7) The rest of Assam (except 


the North Lushai Hills) (see Gazette 


of India, 1897, Pt. I., p. 299). 

It has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of the last-mentioned 
Act, to the following Scheduled Districts, namely • 

(i) Sindh (see Gazette of India. i88o, Pt. I., p. 67a) : 

(a) Kumoan and Garbwal (see Gazette of India, 1876, Pt, L, p. 606) : 

(3) Ajmere and Merwara (see Gazette of India, 187S, Pt. I., p. 380). 
It has been declared, by notification under s. 3 (6) of the same Act, 
not to be in force in the Scheduled District of LahauK— See Gazette of 


India, 1886, Pt. 1., p, 301. 
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science, or the fine arts, or for the diffusion of useful knowledge or 
for charitable purposes ; It is enacted as follows:— ’ 

1 . Any seven or more persons associated for any literaiy. 
Societies formed by me* Scientific, or charitable purpose, or for 
morandum of association and any SUCh purpose aS is described in sec- 
registration. jiQjj 20 of this Act, may, by subscribing 

their names to a memorandum of association, and filing the same with 
the Registrar of Joint-stock Companies,* form themselves into a society 
under this Act. 

Memjtandum of associa- 2 . The memorandum of association 

tion. shall contain the following things that is 

to say ; — 

the name of the society : 

the objects of the society : 

the names, addresses, and occupations of the governors’ council, 
.directors, committee, or other governing body to whom, by the rules 
of the society, the management of its affairs is entrusted. A copy of 
the rules and regulations ot the society, certified to be a correct copy 
by uoi less than three of the members of the governing body, shall be 
•filed with the memorandum of association. 


3. Upon such memorandum and certified copy being filed, the 
• „ . Registrar shall certify under his hand that 

Registration. Society is registered under this Act. 

There shall be paid to the Registrar for every such registration a fee 

of fifty rupees> or such smaller fee as the 
Goveinor-General of India in Council 
may, from time to time, direct ; and all fees so paid shall be accounted 
for to Government. 


4. Once in every year, on or before the fourteenth day succeed- 
Annual list of managing ibg the day on which, according to the 
.body to be filed. rules of the society, the annual general 

meeting of the society is held, or, if the rules do not provide for an 
annual general meeting, in the month of January, a list shall be filed 
with the Registrar of Joint-stock Companies, ot the names, addresses, 
and occup.ations of the governors, council, directors, committe^ pr 
other governing body then entrusted with the management of the attair 
‘of the society. _ 


Mn 3. I. the words, “ under Act XIX. of iSS?/’ repealed by the Re- 
pealing Act (XVI. of 187.1), have here been ocnitted. See now 
Companies Act (VI. of 1882), s. 255. 
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5. The property, moveable and immoveable, belonging to a 
Property of society how Society registered under this Act, if not 

vested. vested in trustees, shall be deemed to be 

vested, for the time being, in the governing body of such society, and 
in all proceedings, civil and criminal, may be described as the property 
of the governing body of such society by their proper title. 

6 . Every society registered under this Act mav sue or be sued in 
Suits by and against so- *6 name of the president, chairman, or 

cieties. principal secretary, or trustees, as shall be 

determined by tire rules and regulations of the society, and, in defau 
of such determination, in the name of such person as shall be appoint- 
ed by the governing body for the occasion : 

Provided that it shall be competent for any person having a claim 
or demand against the society to sue the president or chairman, or 
principal secretary, or the trustees thereof, if, on application to the 
governing body, some other officer or person be not nominated to be the 
defendant. ‘ 


7. No suit or proceeding in any Civil Court shall abate or dis- 
continue by reason of the person by or 
Suits not to abate. against whom such suit or proceeding 

shall have been brought or continued, dying or ceasing to fill the 
character in the name whereof he shall have sued or been sued, but 
the same suit or proceeding shall be continued in the name of or 
against the successor of such person. 


S. If a judgment shall be recovered against the person or officer 
Enforcement of judgment named On behalf of the society, such judg- 
against society. ment shall not be put in force against the 

property, moveable or immoveable, or against the body of such person 
or officer, but against the proper.y of the society. 

The application for execution shall set forth the judgment, the 
fact of the party against whom it shall have been recovered having sued 
or having been sued, as the case may be, on behalf of the society only, 
and shall require to have the judgment enforced against the property 
of the society. 

9 . Whenever, by any bye-law duly made in accordance with the 
Recovery of penalty accfu- rules and regulations of the society, or, if 
ing under bye-law, the Tulcs do not provide for the makinn^ of 

bye-laws, by any bye-law made at a general meeting of the members of 
file society convened for the purpose (lor the making of which the con- 
current votes of three-fifths of the members present at such meeting sh^ 
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be necessary), any pecuniary penalty is imposed for the breach of any 
rule or bye-law of the society, such penalty, when accrued, may be re- 
covered in any Court having jurisdiction where the defendant shall 
reside, or the society shall be situate, as the governing body thereof shall 
deem expedient. 

10. Any member who may be in arrear of a subscription which; 
Members liable to be sued according to the rules of the society, he is 
as strangers. bound to pay, or who shall possess him- 

self of, or detain, any property of the society in a manner or for a time 
contrary to such rules, or shall injure or destroy any property of the 
society, may be sued for such arrear or for the damage accruing from 
such detention, injuiy, or destruction of property in the manner here- 
inbefore provided. 

But if the defendant shall be successful in any suit or other pro- 
Recovery by successful ceeding brought against him at the ins- 

defendani of costs adjudged, tance of the Society, and shall be au- 

fudged to recover his costs, he may elect !o proceed to recover the 
Same from the officer in whose name the suit shall be brought, or 
from the society, and in the latter case shall have process against the 
property of the said society in the manner above described. 


11. Any member of the society who shall steal, purloin, or 
Members guilty of offences embezzle any money or other property, 
punishable as strangers. Or Wilfully and maliciously destloy or 

injure any property of such society, or shall forge any deed, bond, 
security for money, receipt, or other instrument, whereby the funds 
of the society may be exposed to loss, shall be subject ^ to the same 
prosecution, and, if convicted, shall be liable to be punished in like 
manner as any person not a member would be subject and liable to 
in respect of the like offence. 


1 2. Whenever it shall appear to the governing _ body of any 
Societies enabled to alter. Society registered under this Act, w tc 
extend, or abridge their has been established for any partic 
purposes. purpcse Or purposes, that it is advisa e 

to alter, extend, or abridge such purpose to or for other_ ’ 

within the meaning of this Act, or to amalgamate such socie y, ei 
wholly or partially, with any other society, such governing J 
submit the proposition to the members of the society m a 
printed report, and may convene a special meeting_ for e c 
adon thereof according to the regulations of the society , 

but no such proposition shall be carried into effect 
report shall have been delivered or sent by post to every 
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•the society ten days previous to the special meeting convened by the 
governing body for die consideration thereof, nor unless such pro- 
position shall have been agreed to by the votes of three-fifths of the 
members delivered in person or by pro:^, and confirmed by the 
votes of three-fifths of the members present at a second special meet- 
ing convened by the governing body at an interval of one month after 
the former meeting. 


13 - Any number not less than three-fifths of the members of 
Provision for dissolution Society may determine that it shall be 

of societies and adjustment dissolved, and thereupon it shall be dis- 
o£ their affairs. solved forthwith, or at the time then 

agreed upon, and all necessary steps shall be taken for the disposal 
and setdement of the property of the society, its claims and liabilities, 
according to the rules of the said society applicable thereto, if any, 
and, if not, then as the governing body shall find expedient : 


Provided that, in the event of any dispute arising among the 
said governing body or the members of the society, the adjustment 
of its affairs shall be referred to die principal Court of original civil 
■jurisdiction of the district in which the chief building of the society 
is situate ; and the Court shall make such order in the matter as it 
shall deem requisite : 


Provided that no society shall be dissolved unless three-fifths of 
. the members shall have expressed a wish 

Assent required. dissolution by their votes deli- 

vered in person, or by proxy, at a general meeting convened for the 
purpose : 


Provided that, whenever the Government is a member of, or a 
_ contributor to, or otherwise interested in, 

overnment consent. society registered under this Act, 

such society sliall not be dissolved without the consent of Government. 


14. If, upon the dissolution of any society registered under this 
Upon a dissolution no Act, there shall remain, after _ the satis- 
'member to receive profit. faction of all its debts and liabilities, any 
■ property whatsoever, the same shall not be paid to, or distributed 
among, the members of the said society or any of them, but shall be 
given to some other society, to be determined by the votes of not less 
than three-fifths of the members present, personally or by pro^qr, at 
the time of the dissolntfon, or, in default thereof, by such Court as 
-aforesaid. 
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ACT III. OF 1872, 

The Special ll(aiTiage Act, 1872.* 

Recbived the G.-G's Assent on the 22nd March 1872. 

An Act to provide a Form of Marriage in certain cases. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide a form of marriage for 
p persons who do not profess the 

Christian, Jewish, Hindu, Muham- 

madan, Parsi, Buddhist, Sikh, or Jaina religion, and to lega- 
lize certain marriages the validity of which is doubtful ; It is hereby 
enacted as follows : — 

, , , , 1 . This Act extends to the whole 

UcaUxtent, of British India.t 

{Commencement i\ Repealed by the Repealing Act (XVd. of 


This short title has been given by the Indian Short Titles Act (XIV. 
of 1897). 

There was no Statement of Objects and Reasons ; the Bill as intro- 
duced was published in the Gazette of India» 1868, p. 1403 ; for the Report 
of the Select Committee, dated 2ist December 1871, see ihidy 1871, Pt, V,, 
P* 5 * 9 ; lor discussions in Council, see ibid, 1868, Supplement, pp, 890 and 
1197; ihid^ 1871, Extra Supplement, pp. 16 and 42; Ihid^ 1872, Supplement, 
PP- 2, 57, 193, and 261. 

t Act IIL of 1872 has been declared in force in the Santhal Parganas 
by the Santhal Parganas Settlement Regulation (III, of 1872), s. 3, as 
amended by the Santhal Parganas Laws Regulation (HI. of i886) ; in 
British Baluchistan by the British Baluchistan Laws Regulation ( 1 . of 
1890), s. 3 ; in Angul and the Khondmals by the Angul District Regulation 
(I. of 1894), s. 3. 

It has been declared, by notification under s* 3 (a) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following Scheduled Dis- 
tricts, namely ; — 

(1) the'Djslricts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Manbhum, and 

Pargana Dhalbhum and the Kolhan in the District of Sing- 
bhum. — See Gazette of India, i88r,' Pt. I, p. 504, The Dis- 
trict of Lohardaga included at this time the present District 
of Palamau, which was separated in 1894. 

(2) the North-Western Provinces Tarai— See ibid^ 1876, Pt, L, p 
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2 . Marriages may be celebrated under this Act between 
Conditions upon which persons neither of whom nrofesses the 

O' '“o O' Hindu or 

p t ,1. c-1 1, Muhammadan, or (he Parsi or the 

Buddhist, or the Sikh or the Jaina religion, upon the following con- 
ditions : — ^ 


(/) neither party must, at the time of the marriage, have a 
husband or wife living: 

(,a) the man must have completed his age of eighteen years, 
and the woman her age of fourteen years, according 
to the Gregorian calendar : 

(3) party must, if he or she has not completed the 
age of twenty-one years, have obtained the consent 
of his or her father or guardian to the marriage : 

(4) the parties must not be related to each other in any 

degree of consanguinity or affinity which would, 
according to any law to which either of them is sub* 
ject, render a marriage between them illegal. 

rs/ Proviso . — No such law or custom, other than one relating 
to consanguinity or affinity, shall prevent them from marrying, 

2nd Proviso . — No law or custom as to consanguinity shall 
prevent them from marrying unless a relationship can be traced 
between the parlies through some common ancestor, who stands to 
each of them in a nearer relationship than that of great-great-grand- 
jifather or great-great-grandmother, or unless one of the parties is 
he lineal ancestor, or the brother or sister of some lineal ancestor, 
of the other. 


3 . The Local Government may appoint one or more Regis- 
Appointment of Marriag^e trars under this Act, either by name or 
Registrars. holding any office for the time being, 

for any portion of the territory subject to its administration. The 


• For notifications appointing Registrars under this section for dis- 
tricts in — 

(a) Assam, see Assam Rules Manual, Ed. 1893, p. 26; 

(b) Bombay Presidency, see Bombay Lise of Local Rules and 

Orders, Vol. I , Ed. 1806, p.g8; , , , o u, 

(c) Central Provinces, see Central Provinces List of Local Rules 

and Orders, Ed, 1896, p. tg, „ . j 

(d) North-Western Provinces and Oudh, see NotificatJon , 

page 4a of the North-Western Provinces and Oudn ni 
Local Rules and Orders, Ed.}i894. 
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officer so appointed shall ba called “ Registrar of Marriages under 
Act III. of 1872," and is hereinafter referred to as the “Registrar." 
The portion of territory for which any such officer is appointed 
shall be deemed his district. 

4. When a marriage is intended to be solemnized under this 
One OE the parties to in- Act, one of the parties must give notice 

tended marriage to give in writing to the Registrar before whom 
notice to Registrar. j( jg (g Jjg solemnized. 

The Registrar to whom such notice is given must be the Re* 
gistrar of a district within which one at least of the parties to the 
marriage has resided for fourteen days before such notice is given. 

Such notice may be in the form given in the first schedule to 
this Act. 

5 . The Registrar shall file all such notices, and keep them 
Notice to be filed and copy with the records of his Office, and shall 

entered in the Marr;3ge also forthwith enter a true copy of every 
Notice Book, gggjj notice in a book to be for that pur- 

pose furnished to him by the Government, to be called the 
“ Marriage Notice Book under Act HI. of 1872," and such book 
shall be open at all reasonable times, without fee, to all persons de- 
sirous of inspecting the same. 

6. Fourteen days after notice of an intended marriage has 

^ . been given under section 4, such 

Objection to marriage. carriage may be solemnized, unless 

it has been previously objected to in the manner hereinafter men- 
tioned. 

Any person may object to any such marriage on the ground 
that it would contravene some one or more of the conditions 
prescribed in clause i, 2 , 3, or 4 of section 2 , 

The nature of the objection made shall be recorded in writing 
by the Registrar in the register, and shall, if necessary, be read 
over and explained to the person making the objection, and shall 
be signed by him, or on his behalf. 

7 . On receipt of such notice of objection, the Registrar shall 
Procedure on receipt of not proceed to solemnize the marriage 

objection. until the lapse of fourteen days from 

the receipt of such objection, if there be a Court of com- 
petent jurisdiction open at the time, or, if there be no such Cour' 
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open Rt the time, until the lapse of fourteen days from the openinsr 
of such Court. 


The person objecting to the intended marriage may file a suit 

Objector may file suit. [P. local juris- 

diction (other than a Court of Small 
Causes) for a declaratory decree declaring that such marriage 
would contravene some one or more of the conditions prescribed in 
clause (i), (2), (3), or (4) of section 2. 


8. The officer before whom such suit is filed shall thereupon 
Certificate of filing of suit give the person presenting it a certificate 
to be lodged with Registrar, to the effect that such suit has been filed. 
If such certificate be lodged with the Registrar within fourteen 
days from the receipt of notice of objection, if there be a Court of 
competent jurisdiction open at the time, or, if there be no such 
Court open at the time, within fourteen days of the opening 
of such Court, the marriage shall not be solemnized till the de- 
cision of such Court has been given, and the period allowed bv law 
for appeals from such decision has elapsed; or, if there bj an 
appeal from such decision, till the decision of the Appellate Court 
has been given. 

If such certificate be not lodged in the manner and within 
the period prescribed in the last preceding paragraph, or it 
the decision of the Court be that such marriage would not 
contravene any one or more of the conditions prescribed in 
clause (i), (2), (3), or (4) of section 2, such marriage may be 
solemnized. 

If the decision of such Court be that the marriage in ques- 
tion would contravene any or more of the conditions prescribed 
in clause (i), (2), (3), or ( 4 ) of section 2, the marriage shall not 
be solemnized. 


9. Any Court in which any such suit as is referred to in 

^ Court may fine when ob- section ^ is filed may, if it 
jection not reasonable. tO it that the objection was *^t3t r ^ 

able and bona-fide, inflict a fine, not exceeding one thousan 
rupees, on the person objecting, and award it, or any par 0 > 

to the parties to the intended marriage. 

solemnized, the parties and 


10. Before the marriage is . , 

three witnesses shall, m the presence 

a declaration m 


Declaration by parties and 
witnesses* 


witnesses* of the Registrar, sign -- a t If 

he fofm conts^ined in the second schedule to this c» 
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either party has not completed the age of twenty-one years, 
the declaration shall also be signed by his or her father or 
guardian, except in the case of a widow, and in every case 
it shall be countersigned by the Registrar. 

11 . The marriage shall be solemnized in the presence of 
Alarrl^ge how to be sole* the Registrar, and of the thiee witnesses 

ranized. who signed the declaration. It may 

be solemnized in any form, provided that each party says to 
the other, in the presence and hearing of the Registrar and wit- 
nesses, ‘‘I [A] take thee [Bj to be my lawful wife (or 
husband).” 

12. ^^ The marriage may be celebrated either at the ofhce' 
Place where marriage may tjf the Registrar or at such Other place, 

be solemnized. within reasonable distance of the office 

of the Registrar, as the parties desire : Provided that the Local 
Government may prescribe the conditions under which such' 
marriages may be solemnized at places other than the Registrar’s 
office, and the additional fees to be paid thereupon. 


13 . When the marriage has been solemnized, the Registrar 

Certificate of marriage. ^hall enter a certificate thereof in a 

book to be kept by, him for that pur- 
pose, and to be called the “ Maniage Certificate Book under Act 
ill. of 1872 ” in the form given in the third schedule to this Act ; 
and such certificate shall be signed by the parties to the marriage 
and the three witnesses. 


ISA.f The Registrar shall send to the Registrar-General of 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages for the 
territories within which his district is 
situate, at such intervals as the Gover- , 
nor- General in Council, from time to 
time, directs, J a true copy certified by 


Transmission of certified 
copies of entries in Marriage 
Certificate Book to the Re- 
jjistrar^General of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages. 


* For rules framed under this section for— 

(a) Assam, see Assam Rules Manual, Ed. 1*^93, p. 27 ; 
l 3 ) North-Western Provinces and Oudh, sea Notification quoted 
at page 42 of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh 
List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed, 1894. 
t S. 13A has been inserted by the Births, Deaths, and Marriages 
Registration Act (VI. of 1886), s. 29. 

t For orders issued under this section, see Gazette of India, 1889 
Supplement, p, 921. , ' 
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him, in such form a s the Governoi*General in Council, from time 
to time, prescribes, of all entries made by him in the said Marri- 
age Certificate Book since the last of such intervals* 

14 . The Local Gevernment shall prescribe the fees to be 

paid the Registrar for the duties to be 
discharged by him under this Achf 

The Registrar may, if he think fit, demand payment of any 
such fee before solemnization of the marriage or performance of 
any other duty in respect of which it is payable. 

The said Marriage Certificate Book shall, at all reasonable 
times, be open for inspection, and shall be admissible as evidence 
of the truth of the statements therein contained. Certified extracts 
therefrom shall, on application, be given by the Registrar on the 
payment to him by the applicant of a fee to be fixed by the Local 
Government for each such extract. 


15 . Every person who, being at the. time marrried, procures 
Penalty on married person a marriage of himself to be solemnized 
marrying again under Act. under this Act, shall be deemed to have 
committed an offence under section 494 or section 495 of the 
Indian Penal Code,J as the case may be ; and the marriage so 
solemnized is void. 


16 . Every person married under this Act who, during 
D *1, I. c L* the lifetime of his or her wife or hus- 

band, contracts any other marriage, 
shall be subject to the penalties provided in sections 494. and 495 
of the Indian Penal Code^ for the offence of marrying again 

* As to the duty of the Registrar-General to make and keep 
of the certified copies sent to his office under this section, see 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages Registration Act (VI. of ^886), s. 7. 

t For scales of fees to be paid to Registrars of Marriages p 
scribed by— ... . r 

(а) the Government of Bombay, see Bombay Lis 0 

Rules and Orders, Vol. I., Ed. 1896, p. r^ntral 

(б) Chief Commissioner, Central Provm(^s, 

Provinces List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed, iSgtf. 

(c) Government, North-Western Provinces 

Notification quoted at page f o 

Provinces and Oudh List of Local Rule and Orders, 

Ed. 1894. 

^ Act XLV. of i 860. 
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during the lifetime of a husband or wife, whatever may be the 
religion which he or she professed at the time of such second 
marriage. 

17. The Indian Divorce Act=* shall apply to ail marriages 
Indian Divorce Act to Contracted under this Act, and any 

apply. such marriage may be declared null 

or dissolved in the manner therein provided, and for the causes 
therein mentioned, or on the ground that it contravenes some one 
or more of the conditions prescribed in clause (i), (2), (3), 
or (4) of section 3 of this Act. 

18. The issue of marriages solemnized under this Act shall, 
Law to apply to issue of they marry under this Act, be deemed 

marriages under Act. to be Subject to the law to which 

their fathers were subject as to the prohibition of marriages by 
reason of consanguinity and affinity, and the provisos to section 3 
of this Act shall apply to them. 

19. Nothing in this Act contained shall affect the vali- 
Saving of marriages solem- dity of any marriage not solemnized 

nized otherwise than under under Us provisions .’ nor shall this Act 

be deemed, directly or indirectly, to 
affect the validity of any mode of contracting marriage ; but, 
if the vilidity of any such mode shall hereafter come into question 
before any Court, such question shall be decided as if this Act 
had not been passed. 

20 . [ Registry of marriages contracted before passing of Act.] 
Repealed by the Repealing Act (XIL of i8f6J. 

21. Every person making, siting, or attesting any declaration 
Penalty for signing de» or Certificate prescribed by this Act, con* 

c 1 a rat ions or certificates laining a Statement which is false, and 
containing false statements, ^yhich he either knows or believes to be 
false, or does not believe to be true, shall be deemed guilty of the 
offence described in section 199 of the Indian Penal Code.f 


♦ Act IV. of 1869. 


t Act XLV. of i860. 
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ACT I. OF 1877.* 

The Specific Belief let. 

Recjuvhd the G.'G.’s assent on the 7TH February 1877, 

An Act to define atid amend the Law relating to certain 
kinds of Specific Relief. 

Whereas it is expedient to define and amend the law relating 

to certain kinds of specific relief obtain- 
able in civil suits ; It is hereby enacted 
as follows : — 

PART L— PRELIMINARY. 

1 . This Act may be called “The 
Specific Relief Act, 1877.” 

It extends to the whole of British India, except the Sche- 

, , duled Districts as defined in Act No. 

Local extent. XIV. 011874; 


Preamble. 


Shprt title. 


^ Act I. of 1S77 has been extended in its entirety to the following 
Scheduled Districts 

(i.) Sindh. — See Gasette of India, Dec, 4, 1880, Pt. I., p, 676. 

(2) Western Jalpaiguri.— See Gasette of India, Dec. 16, 1882, Pt, I,, 
P. S'l* 

(3.) The Districts of Hazdrlbagh, Lohardaga, and MAnbhum, and Par- 
gana Dbalbhum, in the District of Singbhum, — See Gaseiie of India, Feb. 
16, 1878, Pt. L, p. 82. 

(4.) The Jhdnsi Division. — See Gazette of India , Sep. 26, 1879, J*) 

P- 592. 

The Scheduled Districts of the Pan jab — Gazette of India, 

22, 1877, Pt. I,, p. 562. 

(5.) The Scheduled Districts of the Central Provinces, — See Gazette of 
India, Dec. 13, 1879, !•» P* 772 * 

(6.) Coorg.—See Gazette of India, June 3, 1882, Pt, I., p. 217. 

(7.) The Districts of Kdmrup, Naugong, Darrang, Sibsagar, Lakhim* 
pur, Goalpara (excluding the Eastern Dvars), Sylhet, and Kd.char (exclud- 
ing the North Kachir hills). — See Gazette of India, Nov. 10, 1877, Ft. L, 
p. 662. 

(8.) The Cantonment of Mor£r.— See Gazette of India, Sep. 7, 1878, 
Pt, L, p. 559 * 

Ss. 2 and 9 of the Act have been extended to the taluqs of Bhadr5- 
chalatn and Rakaptlli and the Rampa Country. — See Gazette of India, Oct.. 
4j 1879, Pt. I., p. 630. 
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Commencement. 

And it shhall come into force on the 
first day of May 1877. 

\.ReptaUd by Act XII. of /Sp/.] 

Interpretation-clause. 

8. In this Act, unless there be 
something repugnant in the subject or 
conte.^t, — 

'Obligation.' 

‘ obligation ’ includes every duty en- 
forceable by law : 

' trust.’ 

‘ trust’ includes every species of ex- 
press, implied or constructive fiduciary 
ownership : 

' trustee.’ 

‘trustee’ includes every person 
holding, expressly, by implication, or 


constructively, a fiduciary character; 


Illustrations. 


(a.) Z bequeaths land to A, not doubting that he will pay thereout^ an* 
annuity of Rs i,ooo to B for his life. A accepts the bequest. A is a 
trustee, within the meaning of this Act, for B, to the extent of the annuity. 


(^.) A is the legal, medical, or spiritual adviser of B. By availing 
himself of his situation as such adviser, A gains some pecuniary advantage 
which might otherwise have accrued to B. A is a trustee for B, wxthm 
the meaning of this Act, of such advantage. 

(c.) A, being B's banker, discloses for his own purpose the 
account. A is a trustee, within the meaning of this Act, for B, of tne 
benefit gained by him by means of such disclosure. 


(ii.) A, the mortgagee of certain leaseholds, renews the lease in his 
name. A is a trustee, within the meaning of this Act, of the renewed lease, 
for those interested in the original lease. 

(e.) A, one of several partners, is employed to purchase goods f<^ the 

firm. A, unknown to his co-partners, supplies them, at the marke -p » 

with goods previously bought by himself when the price was . 

thus makes a considerable profit. A is a trustee for his co-partners, 
the meaning of this Act, of the profit so made. 

(/) A, the manager of B's indigo factory, becomes agent 
dor of indigo seed, and receives, without B^s assent^commissi 
seed purchased from C for the factory, A is a trustee, within t o 

of this Act, for B, of the commission so received. 

(g.) A buys certain land with notice that B has already 

buy ft. A is a trustee, within the meaning of this Act, for B, of tke la 

so bought. 
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(A.) A buys land from B, having notice that C is in occupation of the 
land. A omits to make any inquiry as to the nature of C’s interest there- 
in. A is a trustee, within the meaning of this Act, of C, to the extent of 
that interest. 

‘settlement’ means any Instrument (other than a will or codi- 
^ , cil as defined by the Indian Succession 

se t ement. whereby the destination or devolu- 

tion of successive interest in moveable or immoveable property is 
disposed of, or is agreed to be disposed of : 

and all words occurring in this Act, which are defined in the 
Words defined in Con- Indian Contract Act, 1872, shall be 
tract Act. deemed to have the meanings respective- 

ly assigned to them by that Act. 


Savings. 


4. Except where it is herein other- 
■ wise expressly enacted, nothing in this 
Act shall be deemed — 

(a) to give any right to relief in respect of any agreement 
which is not a contract; 

( 3 ) to deprive any person of any right to relief, other than 
specific performance, whicn he may have under any contract; or 

(c) to aftect the operation of the Indian Registration Act* on 
documents. 

Specific relief how given. 5 ' Specific relief is given-— 

(a) by taking possession of certain property, and delivering it 
to a claimant ; 

( 3 ) by ordering a party to do the very act which he is under 
an obligation to do ; 

(c) by preventing a party from doing that which he is under 
an obligation not to do ; 

(</) by determining and declaring the rights of parties other- 
wise than by an award of compensation ; or 

(A by appointing a Receiver. 


Preventive relief. 


6. Specific relief granted under 
clause (c) of section 5 is called prevent- 
ive relief. 


* The reference to Act VIII. of 1871 is altered in accordance with Act 
III. of 1877, s. 2. But see now Act XVI. of 1908. 
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RoJief r.ot granted to en- 
force penal Jaw. 


7. Specific relief cannot be grant- 
ed for the mere purpose of enforcing a 
penal law. 


PART If. OF SPECIFIC RELIEF. 

CHAPTER I.— -Of Recovering Possession of Property. 

(a.) PoiuS'don of Immoveable Property. 

S. |.A’ person entitled to the possession of specific immoveable 
Recovery of specific im- property may recover it in the manner 
moveable property. prescribed by the Code of Civil Pro- 

cedure.® 


9. If any person is dispossesse'd without his consent of 
Suit by person dispossessed immoveable property otherwise than in 
of immoveable property. due course of law, he or any person 
claiming througn him may, by suit,f recover possession thereof, 
notwithstanding any other title that may be set up in sucti suit. 

Nothing in this s action shall bar any person from suing to es- 
tablish his title to such property, and to recover possession thereof. 

No suit under this section shall be brought against the Govern- 
ment. 

No appeal shall lie from any order or decree passed in any suit 
instituted under this section, nor shall any review of any such order 
or decree be allowed. 


[b.') Possession of Moveable Property- 

10. A person entitled to the possession of specific moveable 

Recovery of specific move- property may recover 
able pioperty. manner prescribed by the Code or oivu 

Procedure.* 

Explanation, i . — A trustee may sue under this section for the 

possession of property to the beneficial interest in which the person 
for whom he is trustee is entitled. 


* See Act XIV. of 1882, s. 3. Now, Act V. of 1908. 
t Here certain words, repealed fay Act XIl. of iSgti 


have been omit- 
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Explanaiion 2 . — A special or temporary right to the present 
possession cf property is sufficient: to support a suit under this sec- 
tion* 

lllustraiionz^ 

(a.) A bequeaths land to B for his life, with remainder to C. A dies. 
B enters on the land, but C, without consent, obtains possession of the 
title-deeds. B may recover them from C. 

(6.1 A pledjies certidn jewels to B to secure a loan. B disposes of them 
before he is entirk-d to do so. A. without having paid or tendered the 
amount of the loan, sues B for p06Ses:>ion of the jewels. The suit should 
be dismissed, as A is not entitled to their possession, whatever right he 
may have to secure their safe custody. 

(c.) A receives a letter addressed to him by B. B gets bach the letter 
without A’s consent. A has such a property therein as entitles him to re* 
cover it from B. 

(J.) A deposits boolcs and papers for safe custody with B. B loses 
them, and C finds them, but refuses to deliver them to B when demanded. 
B may recover them from C, subject to Cs right (if any) under Section loS 
of the Indian Contract Act, 1872. 

(tf.) A, a warfchou:.e-keeper, is charged with the delivery of certain goods 
to Z, which B takes out of As posaesslon. A may sue B for the goods. 

11. Any person iiaving the possession or control oc a particu- 

Liability cf person in pos- f moveable proprty. of which 

session, not owner, to de- not luc owiaorj may bu couipelleci 

liver to perbon entitlcU toim- Kp;ecific;illy to deliver it to the person en- 
mediatc poascsaion. tilled to Its immediate possession in any 

of the following cases : — ■ 

(a) when the thing claimed is held by the defendant as the 
agent or trustee of the claimant ; 

(y) when compensation in money would not afford the 
claimant adequate relief for the loss of the thing 
claimed ; 

(c) when it would be extremely dilhcuU to ascertain the ac- 
tual damage caused by its less ; 

{d) when the possession of the thing claimed has been 
wrongfully transferred from the claimant. 

Illustrations. 

of clause a. — A, proceeding to Europe, leaves his furniture in charge 
of B as iiis agent during his absence. B, without A’s authority, pledges 
the furniture to C, and C, knowing that B had no right to pledge the furni- 
ture, advertises it for sale. C may be compelled to deliver the furniture to 
A, for he holds it as A’s trustee. 
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14 . Where a party to a contract is unable to perform the whole 
Specific performance of of his part of it, but the part which' must 
■part of contract where part be left unperformed bears only a small 
»»P«(ormed ,S small, proporlion 10 the whole in vste, md 

adiaUs of compensation in money, ths Court may, at the suit ot 
either party, direct (he specific performance of so much of the con- 
tract as can be performed, and award compensation in money for 
the deficiency, 

lllustraiionz* 


(^2,) A contracts to sell to B a piece of land consisting of loo blghas. 
It turns out that 98 btghas of the land belong to and the two remaining 
highas to a stranger, who refuses to part with them. The two bighas are 
not necessary for the use or enjoyment of the 98 bighas, nor so import- 
»ant for such use or enjoyment that the loss of them may not be made good 
in money, A may be directed, at the suit of B, to convey to B the 9S blghas, 
and to make compensation to him for not conveying the two remaining 
bighas ; or B may be directed, at the suit of A, to pay to A, on receiving 
the conveyance and possession of the land, the stipulated purchase-money, 
less a sum awarded as compensation for the deficiency, 

(b,) In a contract for the sale and purchase of a house and lands for 
two lakhs of rupees, it is agreed that part of the furniture should be taken 
at a valuation. The Court may direct specific performance of the contract, 
notwithstanding the parties are unable to agree as to the valuation of (he 
furniture, and may either have the furniture valued in the suit, and include 
it in the decree for specific performance, or may confine its decree to the 
bouse. 


1 5. Where a party to a contract is unable to perform the whole 

specific petfortnance of of hls part of it. and the part ivbicb mijst 
pare of contract where part be left unperformed forius a considerable 
unperformed is large. or does nOt admit 

of compensation in money, he is not entitled to obtain a decree for 
specific performance. But the Court may, at the suit of the other 
party, direct the party in default to perform specifically so raiicii of 
his part of the contract as be can perform, provided that the plaint- 
iff relinquisaes all claim to further performance, and all ri 'he to 
compensation, either for the deficiency, or for ths loss or damage 
sustained by him through the default of the defendant. 


Illustraiwtts* 


(a.) A contracts to sell to B a piece of land consisting 


bighas. 

belong to A. and the other 50 


It turns out (hat 50 bighas of the land obt-iin 

bighas to a stranger, who refuses to part with them. A can ^ ^ 

decree against B for the specific performance of the conx'iv r ^ .vhicH 

willing to pay the price agreed upon, to take the :fO ^ > 
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belong to A, waiving all right to compensation either for the deficiency or 
for loss sustained by him through A^s neglect or default, B is entitled to a 
decree directing A to convey those 50 bighas to him on payment of the- 
purchase-money. 

(b,) A contracts to sell to B an estate with a house and garden for a 
lakh of rupees. The garden is important for the enjoyment of the house. 
It turns out that A is unable to convey the garden. A cannot obtaih a de- 
cree against B for the specific performance of the contract; but, if B is- 
willing to pay the price agreed upon, and to take the estate and house with- 
out the garden, waiving all rights to compensation either for the deficiency 
or for loss sustained by him tnrough A's neglect or default, B is entitled ta 
a decree directing A to convey the house to him on payment of the pur- 
chase* money- 

16- When a part of a contract, which, taken by itself, can and^ 
Specific performance of Ought to be specifically performed, Stands 
independent part of contract, on a Separate and independent footing', 
from another part of the same contract which cannot or ought not 
to be specifically performed, the Court may direct specific perform- 
ance of the former part. * 

17. The Court shall net direct the specific performance of a 

Bar in other cases of sped- ^ contract except in cases com- 

fic performance of part of ing under one or Other of the three last 
contract. preceding sections. 

18. Where a person contracts to sell or let certain property. 
Purchaser’s rights against having only an imperfect title thereto, the- 

vendor with imperfect title. purchaser or lessee (except as otherwise 
provided by this chapter) has the following rights : — 

(a) if the vendor or lessor has, subsequently to the sale or 

lease, acquired any interest in the property, the pur- 
chaser or lessee may compel him to make good the 
contract out of such interest ; 

(b) where the concurrence of other persons is necessary to 

validate the title, and they are bound to convey at 
the vendor's or lessor’s request, the purchaser or 
lessee may compel him to procure such concurrence i 

(f) where the vendor professes to sell unincumbered pro- 
perty, but the property is mortgaged for an amount 
not exceeding the purchase-money, and the vendor 
has, in fact, only a right to redeem it, the purchaser 
may compel him to redeem the mortgage, and to 
obtain a conveyance from the mortgagee; 



SPECIFIC RELIEF. 


SPECIFIC RELIEF. 

(d) Where the vendor or lessor sues for specific performance 
of the contract, and the suit is dismissed on the 
g:round of his imperfect title, the defendant has a 
rignt to a return of Ids deposit (if any) with interest 
thereon, to his costs of the suit, and to a lien for such 
deposit, interest, and costs on the interest of the 
vendor or lessor in the property agreed to be sold 
or let 


19. Any person suing for the specific performance of a con- 
Power to award compensa- tract may also ask for compensation for 
tion in certain cases. its breach, either in addition to, or in 

substitution for, such performance. 

If in any such suit the Court decides that specific performance 
ought not to be granted, but that there is a contract between the 
parties which has been broken by the defendant, and that the 
plaintiff is entitled to compensation for that breach, it shall award 
him compensation accordingly. 

If in any such suit the Court decides that specific performance 
ought to be granted, but that it is not sufficient to satisfy the justice 
of the case, and that some compensation for breach of the contract 
should also be made to the plaintiff, it shall award him sucU com- 
pensation accordingly. 

Compensation awarded under this section may be assessed in 
such manner as the Court may direct. 

Expla7iaHon . — The circumstance that the contract has become 
incapable of specific performance does not preclude the Court from 
exercising the jurisdiction conferred by this section. 


llluUraiion^* 

of the second paragraph ? — A contracts to sell a hundred maunds of 
rice to B. B brings a suit to compel A to perform the contract, or to pay 
compensation- The Court is cf opinion that A has made a valid contract, 
and has broken it, without excuse, to the injury of B, but that specific per* 
formance is not the proper remedy. It shall award to B such compensation 
as it deems just 

of the third paragraph ; — A contracts with B to sell him a house for 
Rs. 1,000, the price to be paid and the possession given on the 1st January 
1877% A fails to perform his part of the contract, and B brings his sui 
specific performance and compensation, which is decided m nis 
the ist January 1878. The decree may, besides ordering specific perform 
ance, award to B compensation for any loss which he has sustained y 
. refusal. 
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. \ 'i Durchaser, sues B, his vendor, for specific 

of the { j^’the .-fale of a patent. Before the hearing of 

performance of a Court may award A compensation for the 

co»l«=t, .pd may, it ncc«aary, amend the platnt 

for that purpose. performance of a resolution passed by the 

A ■ sues “ o^p^ny under which he was entitled to have a certain 

directors m a .^nd for compensation for the noii-petform- 

number of shares alio'f'-'i . ” had been allotted before the mstitu- 

t-o? of IhG smi ° ^ The' Cou!t may, under this section, award A compensation 

for the non-performance. c A 

20. A contract, c'ntL'c^rt^S r'uTbc 

Liquidation of in it as the amount to be paid m 

“case ;n,rbt=rcl.:Tnd the party in dcfauU is trilling to pay the same. 

llhtsiraiion. 

, vt on under-lease of property held by A under C, 
A contracts ® validity of the 

and that he will apply to C for a license necessary ^ ^ 

under-lease, and that, if , olets to pay B the Rs. 10,000. B is 

eoSApyincally cnlorcsd it C con- 

sents to give the license. 

r id.) Couiracis tv/nch cannot he specifically enforced. 

21. The following contracts can- 
enbrcSie ^Pacifically specifically enforced 

(a\ a contract for the ncn-performance of which compensa- 
lion in money is an adequate relief ; 
contract which runs into .such minute or numerous 
details or which is so dependent on the personal 
nualifications or volition of the parties, or otherwise 
trom its nature is such that the Court cannot enforce 
specific performance of its material terras; 

ic) a contract the terms of which the Court cannot find with 

^ reasonable certainty ; 

(cf) a contract which is in its nature revocable; 

fei a contract made by trustees either la excess of their 
^ powers or in breach of their trust; 

(/'la contract made by or on oehaii cf a corporaficn cr 
^ public company created ic: ipecial purpeses, c-' 
by the promoters of such ccrap.aay, which Is 
excess of its powers; 
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(g) a contract the performance of which involves the per- 
formance of a continuous duty extending over a 
longer period than three years from its date; 

(/i) a contract of which a material part of the subject-matter, 
supposed by both parties to exist, has, before it has 
been made, ceased to exist. 

And, save as provided by the Code of Civil Procedure.* no 
contract to refer a controversy to arbitration shall be specifically 
enforced ; but if any person who has made such a contract, and 
has refused to perform it, sues in respect of any subject which he 
has contracted to refer, the existence of such contract shall bar the 
suit. 


Illustrations, 




to contracts to sell, and B contracts to buy, a lakh of rupees in 

the four per cent, loan of the Government of India ; 

A contracts to sell, and B contracts to buy, 40 chests of indigo at Rs. 
1,000 per chest ; 

In con^^ideration of certain property having been transferred by A to 
B, B contracts to ooen a credit in A's favour to the extent of Rs. 10,000, 
and to honour A’s drafts to that amount. 

The above contracts cannot be specifically enforced, for, in the first and 
the second, both A and B, and in the third A, would be reimbursed by 
compensation in money. 

to 5.— A contracts to render personal service to B : 

A contracts to employ B on personal service: 

A, an author, contracts with B, a publisher, to complete a literary work« 


B cannot enforce specific performance of th^se contracts. 

A contracts to buy B’s business at the amount of a valuation to be 

made by two valuers, one to be named by A and the other by B. A an 
each name a valuer, but, before the valuation is made, A instructs hjs va ue 
not to proceed : 

By a charter-party entered into in Calcutta between A, the owner of a 

ship, and B, the charterer, it is agreed that the ship shall procee 
goon^ there had a cargo oi nce^ a^d thence proceed to 
to be paid, one-third on arrival at Rangoon, and iwo-thirds on c y 
the cargo in London : 

A lets land to B, and B contracts to cultivate it iu a particular manner 
for three years next after the date of the lease : 

A and B contract that, in consideration of annual grotr 

by A, B will, for three years next after the date of the contra , § 


* See Act XIV. of iSfs, s. 3 ; now 
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particular crops on the land in his possession, and deliver them to A when 
cut and ready for delivery : 

A contracts with B that, in consideration of Rs. 1,000 to be paid to 
him by B, he will paint a picture for B : 

A contracts with B to .execute certain works which the Court cannot 
superintend ; 

A contracts to supply B with all the goods of a certain class which B 
may require ; 

A contracts with B to take from B a lease of certain house for a speci- 
fied term at a specified rent, if the drawing-room is handsomely decorated,*' 
even if it is held to have so much certainty that compensation can be- 
recovered for its breach : 

A contracts to marry B ; ^ 

The above contracts cannot be specifically enforced. 

to c, — A, the owner of a refreshment-room, contracts with B to give 
him accommodation there for the sale of his goods, and to furnish him 
with the necessary appliances. A refuses to perform his contract. The 
case is one for compensation, and not tor specific performance, the amount 
and nature of the accommodation and appliances being undefined. 

to d . — A and B contract to bccom partners in a certain business, the 
contract not specifying the duration of the proposed partner^ihip. This 
contract cannot be specifically performed ; for, if it were so performed either 
A or B might at once dissolve the partnership. 

to e , — A is a trustee of land with power to lease it for seven years. 
He enters into a contract with B to grant a lease of the land for seven years, 
with a covenant to renew the lease at the expiry of the term. This con- 
tract cannot be specifically enforced. 

The directors of a company have power to sell the concern with the 
sanction of a general meeting of the shareholders. They contract to sell 
it without any such sanction. This contract cannot be specifically enforced. 

The trustees, A and B, empowered to sell trust-property worth a lakh 
of rupees, contract to sell it to C tor Rs. 30,00a. The contract is so disadvan- 
tageous as to be a breach of trust. C cannot enforce its specific performance. 

The promoters of a company for working mines contract that the com- 
pany, when formed, shall purchase certain mineral property. They take no 
proper precautions to ascertain the value of such property, and in tact agree 
to pay an extravagant price therefor. They also stipulate that the vendors 
shall give them a bonus out ot the purchase-money. This contract cannot 
be specifically enforced. ^ * 

to /.—A company, existing for the sole purpose of making and working 
a railway, contracts for the purchase of a piece of land fur the purpose ot‘ 
erecting a cotton-mill thereon. This contract cannot be specifically enforced, 

to g.— A contracts to let for twenty-one years to B the right to use such 
part of a certain railway made by A as was upon B*s land, and that B should 
have a right of running carriages over the whole line on certain terms, 
and might require A to supply the necessary engine-power, and that A 

Act I., i877.~a. 
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should, during the term, keep the whole railway in good repair. Specific 
performance of this contract must be refused to B. 

to /».— A contracts to pay an annuity to B for the lives of C aod D. It 
turns out that, at the date of the contract, C, though supposed by A and B 
to be alive, was dead. The contract cannot be specifically performed. 


(c.) Of the Discretion of the Court, 

22. The jurisdiction to decree specific performance is discre- 
Disaetion as to decreeing tionary, and the Court is not bound to 
specific performance. grant such relief, merely because it is 

lawful to do so ; but the discretion of the Court is not arbitrary, 
but sound and reasonable, guided by judicial principles, and cap- 
able of correction by a Court of appeal. 


The following are cases io which the Court may properly 
exercise a discretion not to decree specific performance : — 

1. Where the circumstances under which the contract is made 
are such as to give the plaintiff an unfair advantage over the de- 
fendant, though there may be no fraud or misrepresentation on the 
plaint' fl’s part. 

Illustrations. 


(a.) a tenant for life of certain property, assigns his interest therein 
to B. C contracts to buy, and B contracts to sell, that interest. Before 
the contract is completed, A receives a mortal injury, from the effects of 
which he dies the day after the contract is executed. If B and C were 
equally ignorant or equally awaro of the fact, B is entitled to specific per- 
formance of the contract. If B knew the fact, and C did not, specific per- 
formance of the contract should be refused to B. 


(A.) A contracts to sell to B the interest of C in certain stock iii-trade» 
It is stipulated that the sale shall stand good, even though it should turn 
out that C's interest is worth nothing- in fact, the value of C s interest 
depends on the result of certain partnership-accounts, on which ha is 
heavily in debt to his partners. This indebtedness is known to A, but not 
to B. Specific performance of the contract should be refused to A. 


(c.) A contracts to sell, and B contracts to buy certain land. To p 
tect the land from floods, it is necessary, for its owner to maintain an 

sive embankment. B does not know of this circumstance, and A con 

it from him. Specific performance of the contract should be retuse o . 


(nJ.) A’s property is put up to auction. ^ 
bid for him. C does this inadvertently and in good faith. P 

present, seeing the vendor’s attorney bidding, think that he is a 
fer, and cease to compete* The lot is knocked down to B P 

specific performance of the contract should be refused to 
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IL Where the performance of the contract would involve some 
hardship on the defendant which he did not forsee, whereas its 
non-performance would involve no such hardship on the plaintiff* 

Illustrations* 

A is entitled to some land under his father^s will on condition 
that, if he sells, it within twenty-five years, half the purchase-money shall 
go to B. A, forgetting the condition contracts, before the expiration of the 
twenty-five years, to sell the land to C. Here the enforcement of the con- 
tract would operate so harshly on A that the Court will not compel it 
specific performance in favour of C. ‘ ' 

(/, ) A and B, trustees, join their beneficiary, C, in a contract to sell 
the trust-estate to D, and personally agree to exonerate the estate from 
heavy incumbrances to which it is subject. The purchase-money is not 
nearly enough to discharge those incumbrances, though, at the date of the 
contract the vendors believed it to be sufficient. Specific performance of 
the contract should be refused to D. 

(g.) A, the owner of an estate, contracts to sell it to B, and stipulates 
that he (A) sbaJJ not be obliged to define its boundary. The estate really 
comprises a valuable property not known to either to be part of it. Speci- 
fic performance of the contract, should be refused to B, unless he waives his 
claim to the unknown property. 

(h.) A contracts with B to sell him cartain land, and to make a road 
to it from a certain railway-station. It is foudd afterwards that A caunot 
make the road without exposing htmeself to litigation. Specific perform- 
ance of the part of the contract relating to the road should be refused to 
B, even though it may be held that he is entitled to specific performfince of 
the rest with compensation for loss of the road. 

(».) A, a leasse of mines, contracts with B, his lessor, that at auy time 
during the continuance of the lease B may give notice of hiis desir e to take 
the machinery and plaint u nsed in and about tho mines and that he shall 
havethnfc the articles specified in his notice delivered to him at a valuation on 
the expiry of the lease. Such a contract might be most injnrious to the 
lessee's business, and specific performance of it should be refused to B. 

(/,) A contracts to buy certain land from B. The contract is silent as 
to access to the land. No right of way to it can be shown to exist. Speci- 
fic performance of the contract should be refused to B. 

{k,) A contracts with B to buy from B's manufactory, and not else- 
where all the goods of a certain class used by A in his trade* The Court 
cannot compel B to supply the goods ; but if he does not supply them, A 
may be ruined, unless he is allowed to buy them elsewhere. Specific per- 
formance of the contract should be refused to B. 

The following is a case in which the Court may properly ex- 
ercise a discretion to decree specific t performance: — > 

III. Where the plaintiff has done substantial acts or suffered 
losses in consequence of a contract capable of specific performance 
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Illustration. 

A sells land to a railway-company, who contract to execute certain 
works for his convenience. The company take the land and use it for 
their railway. Specific performance of the contract to execute the works- 
should be decreed in favour cf A. 


(t/.) For whom Coniracls may be specifically enforced. 

23. Except as otherwise provided by this chapter the specific- 
Who may obtain speciBc performance of a contract may be ob- 
perfotmance. tained by — 

(a) any party thereto ; 


(b) the representative in interest, or the principal, of any 
party thereto, provided that, where the learning, skill 
solvency, or any personal quality of such party is a 
material ingredient in the contract, or where the 
contract provides that his interest shall not be as- 
signed, his representative in interest or his principal 
shall not be entitled to specific performance of the 
contract, unless where his part theieof has already 
been performed : 


(c) where the contract is a settlement on marriage, or a 

compromise of doubtful rights between members of 
the same family, any person beneficially entitled 
thereunder; 

(d) where the contract has been entered into by a tenant for 

life in due exercise of a power, the remainder-man , 

(e) a reversioner in possession, where the agreement is a 

covenant entered into with his predecessor m title, 
and the reversioner is entitled to the benefit ,ot su 


a covenant ; 

(/) a reversioner in remainder, where the agreement 
a covenant, and the reversioner is entit e^ 
benefit thereof, and will sustain material injury / 
reason of its breach; 

(g) when a public company has entered into 
subsequently becomes amalgamated 
public company, the new company which 
of the amalgamation ; 
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(A) when the promoters of a public company have, before 
its incorporation, entered into a contract for the pur- 
poses of the company, and such contract is warrant- 
ed by the terms of the incorporatiori, the company. 

1 

{e.) For whom Coniracts cannot be specifically enforced. 


Personal bars to the reliei. 


24. Specific performance of a 
contract cannot be enforced in favour 
of a person — 


(a) who could not recover compensation for its breach ; 

(b) who has become incapable of performing, or violates, 

any essential term of the contract that on his part 
remains to be performed ; 


(c) who has already chosen his remedy, and obtained satis- 
faction for the alleged breach of contract ; or 


(d) who, previously to the contract, had notice that a settle- 
ment of the subject-matter thereof (though not found- 
ed on any valuable consideration) had been made 
and was then in force. 


Illustrations^ 


to clause in the character of agent for B, enters into an agree- 

ment with C to buy C*s house. A is, in reality, acting, not as agent for B, 
but on his own account. A cannot enforce specific performance of this 
contract. 

to clause b . — A contracts to sell B a house, and to become tenant 
thereof for a term of fourteen years from the date of the sale at a specified 
yearly rent. A becomes insolvent. Neither he nor his assignee can enforce 
specific performance of the contract. 

A contracts to sell B a house and garden in which there are ornamental 
trees, a material element in the value of the property as a residence. A, 
without B*s consent, fells the trees. A cannot enforce specific performance 
•of the contract. 

A, holding land under a contract with B, for a lease, commits waste 
'Or treats the land in an unhusbandlike manner. A cannot enforce specific 
, performance of the contract. 

A contracts to let, and B contracts to take, an unfinished house, B 
'Contracting to finish the house, and the lease to contain convenants on the 
part of A to keep the house in repair. B finishes the house in a very de- 
iective manner j he cannot enforce the contract specifically, though A and 
B may sue each other for compensation for breach of it, 

to clause c.— A contracts to let, and B contracts to take, a house for a 
specified term at a specified rent. B refuses to perform the contract. A 
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thereupon sues for, and obtains, compensation for the breach. A cannot 
obtain specific performance of the contract. 

Contracts to sell property 25. A contract for the sale or let- 
by one who has no title, or ting of property, whether moveable or 
who is a voluntary settler. immoveable, cannot be specifically en- 
forced in favour of a vendor or lessor — 

(a) who, knowing himself not to have any title to the pro- 
perty, has contracted to sell or let the same ; 

(<5) who though he entered into the contract, believing that 
he had a good title to the property, cannot, at the 
time fixed by the parties or by the Court for the 
completion of the sale or letting, give the purchaser 
or lessee a title free from reasonable doubt; 

(c) who, previous to entering into the contract, has made a 
settlement (though not founded on any valuable con- 
sideration) of the subject-matter of the contract. 


Illusiraiions. 

(a.) A, without C’s authority, contracts to sell to B an 
knows to belong to C. A cannot enforce^ specific performance ot tnis 
tract, even though C is willing to perform it, 

(5 ) A bequeaths his land to trustees, declaring that they may sell it 
with the consent in writing of B, B gives a general pospective as 
writing to any sale which the trustees may make. The trustees t en 
into a contract with C to sell him the land. C refuses to carry 
contract. The trustees cannot specifically enforce this contract, as, 
absence of B’s consent to the particular sale to C, the title whic y 
give C is, as the law stands, not free from reasonable doubt, ^ ^ 

(c.) A, being in possession of certain land, contracts 
On enquiry it turns out that A claims the land as heir of , 
country several years before, and is generally believed to oe -g-ajiy 
whose death there is no sufficient proof. A cannot compe p 
to perform the contract. 

(d.) A, out of natural love and affection, makes a into a con- 

property on his brothers and their issue, and ^ soecific perform- 

tract to sell the property to a stranger. A cannot ento prejudice 

ance of this contract so as to override the aettlemen , 
the interests of the persons claiming under it. 

(/.) For whom Contracts cannot be specifically enforced, except 

with a variation. 

26. Where a elefa^^ 

..hh“S,£r“‘ eels up a varialion, lie plaMff cann« 
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obtain the performance sought, except with the variation, so set up, 
in the following cases (namely) : — 

(a) where by fraud or mistake of fact the contract of which 
performance is sought is in terms difierent from that 
which the defendant supposed it to be when he en- 
tered into it ; 

(d) where, by fraud, mistake of fact, or surprise, the defend- 
ant entered into the contract under a reasonable 
misapprehension as to its effect as between himself 
and the plaintiff; 

(.r) where the defendant, knowing the terms of the contract 
and understanding its effect, has entered into it rely- 
ing upon some misrepresentation by the plaintiff, or 
upon some stipulation on the plaintiB's part which 
adds to the contract, but which he refuses to fulfil ; 

(d) where the object of the parties was to produce a certain 
legal result, which the contract as framed is not cal- 
culated to produce ; 

(tf) whore the parties have, subsequently to the execution of 
the contract, contracted to vary it. 

Illusiraiions, 

(a.) A, B, and C sign a writing, by which they purport to contract 
each to enter into a bond to D for Rs. 1,000. In a suit by D to make A, 
B, and C separately liable each to the extent of Rs 1,000, they prove that 
the word ‘each* was inserted by mistake ; that the intention was that they 
should give a joint bond for Rs. 1,000, D can obtain the performance 
sought only with the variation thus set up. 

( 6 .) A sues B to compel specific performance of a contract in writing 
to buy a dwelling-house B proves that he assumed that the contract in^ 
eluded an adjoining yard and the contract was so framed as to leave it 
doubtful whether the yard was so included or not. The Court will refuse 
to enforce the contract, except with the variation set up by B. 

(c,) A contracts in writing to let to B a wharf, together with a strip of i 
A*s land delineated in a map. Before signing the contract, B proposed 
orally that he should be at liberty to substitute for the strip mentioned in . 
the contract another strip of A^s land of the same dimensions, and to this 
A expressly assented. B then signed the written contract. A cannot ob- 
tain specific performance of the written contract, except with the variation 
set up by B, 

(«/.) A and B enter into negotiations for the purpose of securing land < 
to B for his life, with remainder to his issue. They execute a contract, 
the terms of which are found to confer an absolute ownership on B. The 
contract so framed cannot be specifically enforced. 
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(e.) A contracts in writing to let a house to B, for a certain terra, at 
the rent of Rs, loo per month, putting it first into tenantable repair. The 
house turns out to be not worth repairing ; so, with B's consent, A pulls it 
down, and erects a new house in its place ; B contracting orally to pay rent 
at Rs. 120 per mensem. B then sues to enforce specific performance of the 
contract in writing. He cannot enforce it except with the variations made 
by the subsequent oral contract. 


(g.) Againsi whom Conirach may bt sptciJicaUy tnfomd. 

Relief against parties and 27. Except as Otherwise provided 

persons claiming under them by this chapter, specific performance of 
by subsequent title. ^ contract may be enforced against-— 

(a) either party thereto ; 

(3) any other person claiming under him by a title arising 
subsequently to the contract, except a transferee for 
value who has paid his money in good faith and 
without notice of the original contract; 

(c) any person claiming under a title which, though prior 
to the contract, and known to the plaintiff, might 
have been displaced by the defendant ; 

(cfj when a public company has entered into a contract, 
and subsequently becomes amalgamated with an- 
other public company, the new company wnich 
arises out of the amalgamation ; 

(fi) when the promoters of a public company have, before 
its incorporation, entered into a contract, the com- 
pany ; provided that the company has wtified and 
adopted the contract, and the contract is warranted 
by the terms of the incorporation. 


Jllusiraiions. 

to clause b. — A contracts to convey certain iand to B by ® 
day. A dies intestate before that day without having c tul 

B may compel A’s heir or other representative in interest to p 
contract specifically. 

A contracts to sell certain land to B for Rs. 
veys the land for Rs. 6,ooo to C, who has notice of th S 
B may enforce specific performance of the contract as agai • ^ 

A contracts to sell land to B for Rs. SifO'’* ® r^rnakM^rm^enqu*iry of 
land. Afterwards A seifs it to C Rs. sufficient to affect 

B relating to his interest in the iand. B s possession nerforraance of 

C with notice of his interest, and he may enforce spe P 

the contract against C. 
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A contracts in consideration of Rs. 1,000 to bequeath certain of his 
lands to B, Immediately after the contract A dies intestate, and C takes 
out administration to his estate. B may enforce specific performance of 
the contract against C. 

A contracts to sell certain land to B. Before the completion of the 
contract A becomes a lunatic, and C is appointed his committee. B may 
specifically enforce the contract against C. 

to clause c. — A, the tenant for life of an estate, with remainder to 
in due exercise of a power conferred by the settlement under which he is 
tenant for life, contracts to sell the estate to C, who has notice of the settle* 
ment. Before the sale is completed A dies. C may enforce specific per- 
formance of the contract against B. 

A and B are joint tenants of land, his undivided moiety of which either 
may alien in his lifetime, but which, subject to that right, devolves on the 
survivor. A contracts to sell his moiety to C, and dies. C may enforce 
specific performance of the contract against B. 

(/i.) Against whom Coniracts cannot be specifically enforced, 

28 . Specific performance of a contract cannot be enforced 
What parties cannot be against a party thereto in any of the 
•compelled to perform. following cases : — 

(a) if the consideration to be received by him is so grossly 
inadequate with reference to the state of things existing 
at the date of the contract as to be, either by itself or 
coupled with other circumstances, evidence of fraud, 
or of undue advantage taken by the plaintiS ; 

(d) if his assent was obtained by the misrepresentation 
(whether wilful or innocent), concealment, circum- 
vention, or unfair practices of any party to whom 
performance would become due under the contract, 
or by any promise of such party which has not been 
substantially fulfilled ; 

(f) if his assent was given under the influence of mistake of 
fact, misapprehension, or surprise: provided that, 
when the contract provides for compensation in case 
of mistake, compensation may be made for a mistake 
within the scope of such provision, and the contract 
may be specifically enforced in other respects if 
proper to be so enforced. 

llUisiraiions, 

to clause c. — A, one o£ two executors, in the erroneous belief that he 
had the authority of his co^executor, enters into an agreement for the sale 
to B of his testator*s property, B cannot insist on the sale being completed. 
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A directs an auctioneer to sell certain iand. A afterwards revokss the 
auctioneer’s authority as to ao high is of this land, but tns auctioneer in- 
advertently sells the whole to 8, who has not notice of the revocation. B 
cannot enforce specific pirforraance of the agreement. 

(i.) The Effect of dimming a Suit for Specific Performance. 

29. The dismissal of a suit for specific performance of a 
Bar of suit for breach after contract or part thereof shall bar the 
dismissal. plaintiff's right to sue for compensation 

for the breach of such contract or part, as the case may be. 


Cy.) Awards and Directions to execute Settlements. 


Application of preceding 
sections to awards and testa'* 
mentary directions to exe- 
cute settlements. 


30* The provisions of this chapter 
as to contract shall, rnulatis mutandis^ 
apply to awards and to directions in a 
will or codicil to execute a particular 
settlement. 


CHAPTER in. 

Of the Rechfication of Instruments. 

31. When, through fraud or a mutual mistake of the parfij 

m;i. • . . r a rnntract or Other instrument m writ- 

When instrument may be COmraci, ui uiusi inten- 

rectified. ing, does not truly express their 

tion, either party or his representative in interest may insti u e 
suit to nave the instrument rectified; and if the ” , 

clearly proved that there has been fraud or mistake in ° 
instrument, and ascertain the real intention of the parties . 
cuting the same, the Court may, in^ its discretion, rec i y 
strument so as to express that intention, so far as tnis_ ^ f-ifi, 
without prejudice to rights acquired by third persons in g 
and for value. 

Illustrations. 

(a.) A, intending to sell to B his house and through 

adjacent to it, executes a conveyance { /-o ffodowns wh'cb 

B’s fraud, all three godowns are included. Ut the other to D for 

were fraudulently included, B gives one to C, an ffaud. The con- 

a rent, neither C nor D having any exclude from it the 

veyance may, as against B and C, be rectified affect D's lease, 

godown givln to C; but it cannot be rectified so as to affect u 
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(6.) By a marriage-settlement, A, the father of B, the intended wife, 
covenants with C, the intended husband, to pay to C, his executors, ad* 
miniatrators, and assigns, during A’s life, an annuity of Rs. 5,000. C dies 
insolvent, and the official assignee claims the annuity from A. The Courts 
on finding it clearly proved that the parties always intended that this 
annuity should be paid as a provision for B and her children, may rectify 
the settlement, and decree that the assignee has no right to any part of the 
annuity. 

32. For the purpose of rectifying a contract in writing the 
Presumption as to intent Court tnusi be satisfied that all the 
of parties. parties thereto intended to make an 

equitable and conscientious agreement. 

I 83. In rectifying a written instrument, the Court may inquire 

„ . . , , ... what the instrument was intended to 

Principles of rectification. inl^d to be 

Us legal consequences, and is not confined to the inquiry what 
the language of the instrument was intended to be. 

34. A contract in writing may be first rectified, and then. 
Specific enforcement of plaintiff has So prayed in his 

rectified contract. plaint, and the Court thinks fit, speci- 

fically enforced. 

Illustration. 

A contracts in writing to pay his attorney, B, a fixed sum in lieu of 
costs. The contract contains mistakes, as to the name and rights of the 
client, which, if construed strictly, would exclude, B from all rights under 
it. B is entitled, if the Court thinks fit, to have it rectified, and to an 
order for payment of the sum, as if at the time of its exocution it had 
pressed the intention of the parties. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Of the Rescission of Contracts. 

35.* Any person interested in a contract in writing may sue 
When rescission may be have it rescinded, and such rescission 
adjudged. may be adjudged by the Court in any 

of the following cases, namely : — ■ 

(a) where the contract is voidable or terminable by the 
plaintiff ; 


* In 33. 35 and 36 the words “ in writing ’’ have been repealed by the 
Transfer of Property Act (IV. of 1882) in territories in which that Act is in 
force,— See Act IV. of 1883, ss. i and a. 


26 


SPECIFIC RELIEF. 


' [Act I, 


A directs an auctioneer to sell certain iand. A afterwardi revokes the 
auctioneers authority as to aobighds of this land, but tne auctioneer in- 
advertently sells the whole to B, who has not notice of the revocation. B 
cannot enforce specific performance of the agreement. 

(/.) The £ffeci of dimming a Suit for Specific Performance, 

29. The dismissal of a suit for specific performance of a 
Bar of suit for breach after Contractor part thereof shall bar the 
dismissal. plaintiff's right to sue for compensation 

for the breach of such contract or part, as the case may be. 

Awards and Directions to execute Settlements. 

30. The provisions of this chapter 
as to contract shall, mutatis mutandis, 
apply to awards and to directions in a 
will or codicil to execute a particular 
settlement. 


Application of preceding 
sections to awards and testa- 
mentary directions to exe- 
cute settlements. 


CHAPTER m. 


Of the REcriFiCATioN of Instruments. 


31. When, through fraud or a mutual mistake of the parties, 
VVhen instrument may be a contract, or Other instrument in writ- 
rectified. ing, does not truly express their inten' 

tion, either party or his representative in interest may institute a 
suit to nave the instrument rectified; and if the Court find U 
clearly proved that there has been fraud or mistake in framing the 
instrument, and ascertain the real intention of the parties m exe- 
cuting the same, the Court may, in its discretion, rectify the in- 
strument so as to express that intention, so far as this can be done 
without prejudice to rights acquired by third persons in good laith 
and for value. 


/liusira^ions, 

(a.) A, intending to sell to B his house and 
adjacent to it, executes a conveyance prepared by m ^ 
fraud, all three godowns are included. Of the 
were fraudulently included, B gives one to C, and lets the 
a rent, neither C nor D having any knowledge of the 
• veyance may, as against B and C, be rectified so as to , 

godown given to C ; but it cannot be rectified so as to affect JJ 
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(b,) By a marriage-settloment, A, the father of B, the intended wUe, 
covenanta \Yith C, the intended husband, to pay to C, his executors, ad- 
ministrators, and assigns, during A^s life, an annuity of Rs. 5, 000. C dies 
insolvent, and the official assignee claims the annuity from A. The Courts 
on finding it clearly proved that the parties always intended that this 
annuity should be paid as a provision for B and her children, may rectify 
the settlement, and decree that the assignee has no right to any part of the 
annuity. 

32. For the purpose of rectifying a contract in writing the 
Presumption as to Intent Court must be satisfied that all the 
of parties. parties thereto intended to make an 

equitable and conscientious agreement. 

i 33 . In rectifying a written instrument, the Court may inquire 
„ . , ^ . what the instrument was intended to 

Principles of rcct.ficat.on. intended to be 

Us legal consequences, and is not confined to the inquiry what 
the language of the instrunaent was intended to be. 

34. A contract in writing may be first rectified, and then, 
Specific enforcement of ^he plaintiB has SO prayed in his 
rectified contract. plaint, and the Court thinks fit, speci- 

fically enforced. 

Illustration. 

A contracts in writing to pay his attorney, B, a fixed sum in lieu of 
costs. The contract contains mistakes, as to the name and rights of the 
client, which, if construed strictly, would exclude, B from all tights under 
it. B is entitled, if the Court thinks fit, to have it rectified, and to an 
order for payment of the sum, as if at the time of its execution it had ,_es- 
pressed the intention of the patties. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Off THE Rescission of Contracts. 

35.® Any person inieresied in a contract in writing may sue 
When rescission may be have it resciuded, and such rescission 
adjudged. may be adjudged by the Court in any 

of the following cases, namely : — 

(a) where the contract is voidable or terminable by the 
plaintiff ; 

• In 33. 35 and 36 the words " in writing ” have been repealed by the 
Transfer of Property Act (IV. of 1883) in territories in which that Act is in 
force. — See Act IV. of i88a, as. i and 2. 
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38. On adjudging the rescission of a contract, the Court 
Court may require party may recjuire the party to whom such 
rescinding to do equity. relief is granted to make any compensa- 

tion to the other which justice may require. 


CHAPTER V. 

Of the Cancellation of Instruments. 

89. Any person against whom a written instrument is void 
When cancellation may be ot’ voidable, who has reasonable appre- 
ordered. hension that such instrument, if left 

outstanding, may cause him serious injury, may sue to have it 
adjudged void or voidable, and the Court may, in its discretion, so 
adjudge it, and order it to be delivered up and cancelled. 

If the instrument has been registered under the Indian Regis- 
tration Act, 1871 ,"* the Court shall also send a copy of its decree 
to the officer in wnose office the instrument has been so registered, 
and such officer shall note on the copy of the instrument contained 
in his books the fact of its cancellation. 

Illustrations, 

(a.) A, the owner of a ship, by fraudulently representing her to be 
seaworthy, induces B, an underwriter, to insure her. B may obtain the 
cancellation of the policy. 

(A.) A conveys land to B, who bequeaths it to C, and dies. Thereupon 
D gets possession of the land, and produces a lorged instrument, stating 
that the conveyance was made to B in trust for him. C may obtain the 
cancellation of the forged instrument, 

(c,) A, representing that the tenants on his land were all at will, sells it 
to B, and conveys it to him by an instrument dated the ist January 1877. 
Soon after that day, A fraudulently grants to C a lease of pare of the lands, 
dated the ist October 1876, and procures the lease to be registered under 
the Indian Registration Act, 1871. B may obtain the cancellation of 
this lease. 

(d,) A agrees to sell and deliver a ship to B, to be paid for by B's 
acceptances of four bills of exchange, for sums amounting to Rs, 30,000 
to be drawn by A on B. The bills are drawn and accepted, but the ship * 
is not delivered according to the agreement. A .sues B on one. of the 
bills. B may obtain the cancellation of ail the bills. 


* The reference to Act VIII. of 1871 has been altered in accordance 
with Act III, of 1877, s. 2. See now Act XVI. of 1908. 
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{b.) A bequeaths his property to B, C, and D, ^ to be equally divided 
amongst all and each of them, if living at the time of my death, then 
amongst their surviving children.* No such children are in existence. 
In a suit against A*s executor, the Court may declare whether B, C, and 
D took the property absolutely, or only for their lives, and it may also 
declare the interest of the children before their righ ts arc vested. 

(c.) A covenants that, if he should at any time be entitled to property 
exceeding one lakh of rupees, he will settle it upon certain , trusts. Before 
any such property accrues, or any persons entitled under the trusts are 
ascertained, he institutes a suit to obtain a declaration that the covenant 
is void for uncertainly. The Court may make the declaration. 

(d.) A alienates to B property in which A has merely a life- interest. 
The alienation is invalid as against C, who is entitled as reversioner. The 
Court may, in a suit by C, against A and B, declare that C is so entitled. 

(^.) The widow of a sonless Hindu alienates part of the property of 
which she is in possession as such. The person presumptively entitled to 
possess the property if he survive her may, in a suit against the alienee, 
obtain a declaration that the alienation was made without legal necessity, 
and was therefore void beyond the widow's life-time. 

{/, ) A Hindu widow in possession of property adopts a son to her de- 
ceased husband. The person presumptively entitled to possession of the 
property on her death without a son may, in a suit against the adopted son, 
obtain a declaration that the adoption was invalid. 

(g.) A is in possession of certain property. B, alleging that he is the 
owner of the property, requires A to deliver it to him. A may obtain a de- 
claraton of his right to hold the property. 

(A.) A bequeaths property to B for his life, with remainder to B's wife 
and her children (if any) by B, but if B die without any wife or children to 
C. B has a putative wife, D, and children, but C denies that B and D 
were ever lawfully married, D and her children may, in B's lifetime, insti* 
tute a suit against C, and obtain therein a declaration that they are truly 
the wife and children of B. 


43. A declaration made under this chapter is binding only 

Effect of declaration. the parties to the suit, persons claim- 

ing through them respectively, and, 
where any of the parties are trustees, on the persons for whom, if 
io existence at tne date o£ the declaration, such parties would be 
trustees. 

Illustration, 


A, a Hindu, in a suit to which B, his alleged wife, and her mother, are 
defendants, seeks a declaration that his marriage was duly solemnized, and 
an order for the restitution of his conjugal rights. The Court makes the 
declaration and order. C, claiming that B is his wiie, then sues A for the 
recovery of B. The declaration made in the former suit is not bindinp* 
pon C. ^ 
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(/ ) to make any order binding on the Secretary of State 
for India in Council, -on the Governor- General in 
Council, on the Governor of Madras in Council, on 
the Governor of Bombay in Council, or on the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Bengal ; 

(g) to make any order on any other servant of the Crown as 
such merely to enforce the satisfaction of a claim 
upon the Crown ; or 

(;6) to make any order which is otherwise expressly exclu- 
ded by any law for the time being in force. 


46. Every application under section 45 must be founded on 

^ L affidavit of the person injured, stat- 

AppUcaUoa how made. question. 

his demand of justice, and the denial thereof ; and the High Court 
may, in its discretion, make the order applied for absolute in the 

first instance, or refuse it, or grant a rule 
to show cause why the order applied for 
should not be made. 


Procedure thereon^ 


If in the last case the person, Court, or corporation complain- 
ed of, shows no sufficient cause, the 
High Court may first make an order in 


Order m alternative. 


the alternative, either to do or forbear the act mentioned in the or- 
der, or to signify some reason to the contrary, and make an an- 
swer thereto by such day as the High Court fees in this behalf. 


47. If the person, Court, or corporation, to whom or to 
o , which such order is directed, makes no 

eremptory order, answer, or makes an insufficient or a 

false answer, the High Court may then issue a peremptory order to 
do or forbear the act absolutely. 


48. Every order under this chapter shall be executed, and 
Execution of, and appeal may be appealed from, as if it were a 

from, orders. decree made in the exercise of the or- 

dinary original civil jurisdiction of the High Court. 

49. The costs of all applications and orders under this 

„ . chapter shall be in the discretion of the 

High Court, 

Bar to issue of niatida- 50. Neither the High Court nor 

any judge thereof shall hereafter issue 
any writ of maiidamits. 

Acttl,, 1877.^^*, 
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• When such obligation arises from contract, the Court shall be 
guided by the rules and provisions contained in Chapter II. of this 
Act. 

When the defendant invades or threatens to invade the plaint- 
ifif’s right to, or enjoyment of, property, the Court may grant a 
perpetual injunction in the following cases (namely) 

(a) where the defendant is trustee of the property for the 
plaintiff ; 

(3) where there exists no standard for ascertaining the actual 
damage caused, or likely to be caused, by the in- 
vasion ,* • • 

(t) where the invasion is such that pecuniary compensation 
' would not afford adequate relief ; 

(d) where it is probable that pecuniary compensation cannot 
be got for the invasion ; 

(tf) where the injunction is necessary to prevent a multi- 
plicity of judicial proceedings. 

Explanaiion . — For the purpose of this section, a trade-mark is 
property. 

musirations* 

(a.) A lets certain land to B, and B contracts not to dig sand or gravel 
thereout. A may sue for an injunction to restrain B from digging in vio- 
lation of his contract, 

’(^.) A trustee threatens a breach of trust. His co-trustees (if any) 
should, and the beneficial owners may, sue for an injunction to prevent the 
breach. 

(r:.) The directors of a public company are about to pay a dividend 
out of capital or borrowed money. Any of the shareholders may sue for an 
injunction to restrain them. 

{d) The directors of a fire and life insurance company are about to 
engage in marine insurances. Any of the shareholders may sue for an in- 
junction to restrain them. 

(e.) A, an executor, through misconduct or insolvency, is bringing the 
property of the deceased into danger. The Court may grant an injunction 
to restrain him from getting in the assets. 

' 1 

(/.) A, a trustee for B, is about to make an imprudent sale of a small 
part of the trust-property. B may sue for an injunction to restrain the sale, 
even though compensation in money would have afforded him adequate 
relief. ‘ 

(5*.) A makes a settlement (not founded on marriage or other valuable 
consideration) of an estate on B and his children. A then contracts to sell 
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threatens to remove certain pillars which help to support B-s mine, B may 
sue tor an injunction to restrain him from so doing. , j 

{$,) A rings bells or makes some other unnecessary noise so near a 
house as to interfere materially and unreasonably with the physical comfort 
of the occupier, B. B may sue for an injunction restraining A from making 
the noise. 

(^.) A pollutes the air with smoke so as to interfere materially with the 
physical comfort of B and C, who carry on business in a neighbouring 
house. B and C, may sue for an injunction to restrain the pollution. 

{u.) A infringes B^s patent. If the Court is satisfied that the patent is 
valid, and has been infringed, B may obtain an injunction to restrain the 
infringement. 

{v.) A pirates B^s copyright. B may obtain an injunction to restrain 
the piracy, unless the work of which copyright is claimed is libellous or 
obscene. * 

A improperly uses the trade-mark of B. B may obtain an injunc- 
tion to restrain the user, provided that B's use of the trade-mark is honest. 

(x.) A, a tradesman, holds out B as his partner against the wish and 
without the authority of B. B may sue for an injunction to restrain A 
from so doing. 

(y.) A, a very eminent man, writes letters on family-topics to B. After 
the death of A and B, C, who is B's residuary legatee, proposes to make 
money by publishing A*s letters. D, who is A's executor, has a property 
in the letters, and may sue for an injunction to restrain C from publishing 
them. 


{s.) A carries on a manufactory, and B is his assistant. In the course 
of his business, A imparts to B a secret process of value. B afterwards 
demands money of A, threatening, in case of refusal, to disclose that process 
to C, a rival manufacturer. A may sue for an injunction to restrain B from 
disclosing the process. 


55 . When, to prevent the breach of an obligation, it is neces- 

sary to conapel the performance of cer- 
an a ory injunc ions. which the Court is capable of 

enforcing, the Court may, in its discretion, grant an injunction to 
preve nt the breach complained of, and also to compel performance 
of the requisite acts. 

llhisirations* 


(a.) A, by new buildings, obstructs lights, to the access and use of 
which B has acquired a right under the Indian Limitation Act, 1877, Part 
IV.^ B may obtain an injunction, not only to restrain A from going on 
with the buildings, but also to pull down so much of them as obstructs B's 
lights. 


• The reference to Act IX. of 1871 has been altered in accordance 
with Act XV. of 1877, 3. 2. See now Act IX. of 1908., 
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f/) when ihc conduct of the nppHcnni or his ngents has 
been such as to disentitle him to the assistance of the 
Court ; 

(,4) v.’hcre the applicant has no personal interest in the matter. 

Illu^iraiions, 

(a.) A seckif an injunction to restrain his pactner, 8, from rccuiving 
the partnership-dobU and cffccl^i. h appear^ that A bad improperly poi* 
sessed himself of the book.*? ot iho 6rm, and rcfu^^cd B accc^^j to them. The 
Court will rcfui>c ihu injunction. 

(^.) A manufacturer and sclb crucibicfj, designating them aa patent 
plumbago cruciblea^/* though, in fact, they ha\c never been patented, B 
pirates the designation. A cannot obtain (in injunction to rcatraia tho 
piritcy. 

{<*,) A shells ,in article called ** Mexican Balm/* stating that it b com- 
pounded of divert rare c.i>cncc^. and haa sovereign medicinal qualitteij. B 
commences to ^ell a .■tirndar article, to which h** givc:i a iiauiu and descrip- 
tion such to lead people into the belief that they are buying A\i Mexican 
Balm. A iuca B for an injunction to rc5train the ^ale^ B ahow.s that Ab 
Mexican Bairn conui^tri of nothing but acenitd hoga* lard, A*t» u:>c of his 
description is not an honest one, and he cannot obtain an injunction. 

57. NotwithsiandiDg section 56 , clause / where .a coiur.ict 
tnjunction to perform comprihcs an affirmative agreement to do 
ncijaiive aKreement. a Certain aci, coupled with a negative 

agreement, express or implied, not to do a certain act, the circums- 
tance that the Court is unable to compel specific perfortiunce of 
the atHrmative agreement shall not preclude it from gr.aniing an in- 
junction to perform the negative agreement ; provided that the 
appliciini has not failed to perform the contr.ict so far as it is bind- 
ing on him. 

Illusiraiions, 

{a,) A contracts to ^ell to B for Ra. i,ooo the good-will of a certain 
bu3inci5 unconnected with buaine55'prcmi:>e'j, and further agrees not to 
ciirry on that business in Calcutta, B paya A the Rs. ijCOo^ but A carrieg 
on the bu:jincs^i in Calcutta, The Court cannot compel A to aeud hia cus- 
tomers to B, but B may obtain an injunction ro:»training A from carryint*^ 
on the business in Calcutta. ^ 

( 0 .) A contracts to soil to B the good-will of a business, A then sets 
up a similar business close by B's shop, and solicits his old customers to 
deal vvith him. This is centrary to hb implied contract, and B may obtain 
an injunction to restrain A from soliciting the customers, and from doin^ 
any act whereby their good-will may be v/ithdrawn from B. ^ 

(c.) A contracts with B to sing for twelve months at B's theatre, and 
not to aing in public elsewhere. B cannot obtain specific performance of 
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(2) “ Bill of exchange ” means a bill of exchange as dtHnei 
iy the Negotiable Insiruments Act, 1881* and includes also a hund£' 
and any other document entitling or purporting to entitle any person, 
whether named therein or not, to payment by anv other person of or 
io draw upon any other perion for, any sum oj money ; 

In the old Act, the definition of “ bill of exchange” was merely thisi 
Bill of exchange ’ includes a hundi.” 

,(^) “ Bill of exchange payable on demand” includes — 

.(a) an order for the payment of any sum of money by a bill of 
exchange or promissory note, or for the delivery of any 
bill of exchange or promissory note in satisfaction of 
any sum of money, or for the payment of any sum, of 
money out of any particular fund which may or may 
not be available, or upon any condition or contingency 
which may or may not be performed or happen ; 

if}) an order for the payment of any sum of money weekly^ 
monthly, or at any other stated periods ; and 

{c) a letter of credit, that is to say. any instrument by which 
one person authorizes another to give credit to the per- 
son in whose favour it is drawn : 

' {4) “ Bill of Lading” includes a “ through bill of lading f 

but does not include a mate’s receipt : 

) In the old Act, the defiinitlon of ‘‘bill of lading” was as follows: 

, “ * Bill of lading’ means any instrument signed by the owner of a vessel or 
' Bis agent, acknowledging the receipt of goods therein described, and under- 
taking to deliver the same at a place, and to a person, therein mentioned 
or indicated,” 

(S)“ 'Bond*' includes — 

^ (a) any instrument whereby a person obliges himself to pay 

money to another on condition that the obligation 
shall be void if a specified act is performed, or is 
not performed, as the case may be ; 

> (b) any instrument attested by a witness, and not payable 

■/i to order or bearer, whereby a person obliges himself 

to pay money to another ; and 

(c) any instru ment so attested, whereby a person obliges 
'j himself to deliver grain or other agricultural produce 

‘ to another: 




\ 


* Act XXVI. of 1881. 
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STAMP. 


In cl, (5). after the words, “appoint in this behalf," the words “by 
name or in virtue of his oluce" have been omitted. 

(;o) “ Conveyance" e/r r.r/e and tVity 

jnstrumunt by which properly, whether moveable or immoveable, 
is transferred inter vivos, and 'uhich is not otherwise sfeci/Ually pro- 
vided for by Schedule /. 

The old definition of “ convcv'ance " wms as follows t '* fy) * Conveyance' 
means any instrument by which property (whether moveable or immoveable) 
is Uantferred on sale.” 

(//) “ Duly stamped” as applied to an instrument, means 
that the instrument bears an adhesive or impressed stamp of not less 
than the proper amount, and that such stamp has been a^txed or used 
in accordance with the hw /or the time being in force in British 
India ; 

In the old Act. the dciinitioti of " duly stamped ” was as follows s "(ro) 

‘ Duly stamped,’ as applied to an instrument, means stamped, or wrillen 
upon paper bcarini; an impressed stamp, in accordance with the law in 
force in British India when such instrument was executed or first executed." 

(/3) “ Executed ” and " Execution, ” used with reference 
to instruments, mean “ signed " amt signature 

(/j) " Impressed stamp " includes— 

(a) labels affixed and impressed by the proper officer, and 
fb) stamps embossed and engraved on stamped paper. 

(/.jt) " Instrument” includes every documetsl by which any 
right or liability is or purports to be created, transferred, limited, 
extended, extinguished, or recorded e 

(/y) “ Instrument of partition” means any instrument 
whereby co-owners of anv property divide or agree to divide such 
properly in severalty, and includes also a final order for effecting 
a partition passed by any Revenue-authority or any Civil Court, 
and an award by an arbitrator directing a partition : 

The italicized words in the above definition are new. 

(75) “Lease” means a lease of immoveable properly, and 
includes also — 

(a) a patta ; 

(b) a kabuUyat or other undertaking in writing, not being 

a counterpart of a lease, to cultivate, occupy, or pay 
or deliver rent for, immoveable property ; 
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( 3 ) includes »ny insurance of goods, merchandise, or pro- 
perty for any transit which includes, not only a sea- 
risk within the meaning of clause (a), but also any 
other risk incidental to the transit insured from the 
commencement of the transit to the ultimate destina- 
tion covered by the insurance: 

Where any person, in consideration of any sum of money 
paid or to be paid for additional freight or otherwise, 
agrees to take upon himself any risk attending goods, 
merchandise, or property of any description what- 
ever while on board of any ship or vessel, or engages 
to indemnify the owner of any such goods, merchan- 
dise, or prop-rty from any risk, loss or damage, such 
agreement or engagement shall be deemed to be a 
contract for sea-insurance : 

In the former Act, the definition of “policy of sea-insurance” was 
included In the definition of “ poficy of insurance. and was immediately 

after sub-cl. (cj of the present cl. (rp), and ran thus : “ It (i. e., 

policy of insurance) includes also a policy of sea- insurance, such a policy 
(a) meaning any insurance made upon any ship or vessel," &c. The rest 
of the words are in sub-cl. (a) and (6j, and m thfj last para, of cl. (20) 
except the italicized words, which are new. 

(21) “ Power-of-attorney " includes any instrument (not 
chargeable with a tee under tne law* relating to court-fees for the 
time being in force) empowering a specified person to act /or, and 'wL 
the 7 iame of, the person executing it : 

In the definition of “ power of-attorney, the italicized word includes 
has been substituted forthe word *■ means ; the italicized words "for, and” 
after” act, ” are new ; and the italicized word name has been substituted 
for “ stead.” 

(22) “ Promissory note ” means a promissory note as de- 
fined by the Negotiable instruments Act , 188 1 ; f 

it also includes a note promissing the payment of any sum of 
money out 0/ any particular fund which may or may not be available 
or upon any condition or coniingency which may or may not be per- 
/otmed or happen: 

(23) “ Receipt ” includes any note, memorandum, or writing 

(a) whereby any money, or any bill of exchange, cheque, 
or promissory note is ackri owledged to have been 
received, or 


* The Court Fees Act (VII. of 1870). « f Act XXVI. of j88i. 
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duty of the amount indicated in ihai schedule as the proper duty 
therefor respectively, that is to say — 

(c) every instrunoent mentioned in that schedule which, not 
having been previously executed by any person, is- 
executed in British India on or after the first day of 
July, iSgg; 

( 3 ) every bill of exchange, cheque, or promissory note 
drawn or made out of British India on or after that 
day, and accepted or paid, or presented for accept- 
ance or payment, or endorsed, transferred, or other- 
wise negotiated, in British India ; and 

(c) every instrument (other than a bill of exchange, cheque^ 
or promissory note) mentioned in that schedule, 
which, not having been previously executed by any 
person, is executed out of British India on or after 
that day, relates to any property situate, or to any- 
matter or thing done or to be done, in British India,, 
and is received in British India : 

Provided that no duty shall be chargeable in respect of - — 

(/) any instrument executed by, or on behalf of, or in favour 
of. Government in cases where, but for this exemption, the Govern- 
ment would be liable to pay the duty chargeable in respect of such 
instruments ; 

(2) any instrument for the sale, transfer, or oi 
either absolutely or by way of mortgage or otherwise, 0, 
vessel, or any par f interest, share, or property of or ■ 
vessel registered under the Merchant Shipping Ad, 181 / 

Act XjX. of 1838, or the Indian Re gistraiton of Ships 
as amended by subsequent Acts. 

4 . (/) Where, in the case of any sale, mortgage, 

Several instruments used Several instruments are e 
in single transaction of sale, completing the transaction, • 
morigage, or settlement. instrument only shall be • 
the duty prescribed in Schedule I. for the conveyance, 
or settlement, and each of the other instruments shall be 
with a duty of one rupee instead of the duty (if any) presc 
it in that schedule. 


* Stat. 57 & 58 Viet., c. 60. 


t Act X. of t ’ 
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(4) Where any sea-insurane is made for or upon a voyage, 
and also for lime, or to extend to or cover any time beyond thirty 
days after the ship shall have arrived at her destination, and been 
there moored at anchor, the policy shall be charged with duty as a 
policy for or upon a voyage, and also with duly as a policy for 
lime. 


In s. 7, the italicized figures 506 have been substituted for the figures^ 
**S5;*' the words and figures, “ Merchant Shipping Act, have beea. 
substituted for the words and figures, " Merchant Shipping Act Amend- 
ment Act. 1862;” and the word “ has throughout been sub-^- 

stituted for the words policy of sea'insurance." 

8. (/) No twithstanding anything in this Act, any local 
Bonds .debentures.or other ihorily raising a loan under the provi- 
securiii^s issued on loans sions cf the Local Authorities’ Loans- 
under Act XI., 1S79. Act, 1 879 * or of any oiher law for the- 

time being in force, by the issue of bonds, debentures, or other 
securi/ies, shall, in respect of such loan, be chargeable with a duly 
of “ one per anlum ”f on the total amount of the bends, de- 
bentures. or other sccuriiies Issued by it, and such bonds, debentures^ 
or other stcuriiies need not be stamped, and shall not be chargeable 
with any further duty on renewal, consolidation, sub-division, or 
otherwise. 

(2) The provisions of sub-section (/) exempting certain bondsj. 
debentures, or other securities from being stamped, and front 
being chargeable with certain further duty, shall apply to the bonds, 
debentures, or other securities of ail outstanding loans of the kind' 
mentioned therein, and all such bonds, debentures, or other securities 
shall be valid, whether the same are stamped or not : 

Provided that nothing herein contained shall exempt the local- 
authority which has issued such bonds, debentures, or other securi- 
ties, frorn the duty chargeable in respect thereof prior to the twen- 
ty-sixth day of March 1897, when such duty has not already been- 
paid or remitted by order issued by the Governor-Gimral m Coun- 
cil. 

(j) In the case 0/ wilful neglect to pay the duly required by 
this sectioet, the local authority shall be liable to /or/eii to the Gov- 
ernvwit a sum equal to ten per centum upon the amount of duty 
payable, and a like penalty for every month after the first month 
during which the neglect continues. 


* Act XI. of 1879. 

t Substituted for “ eight annas fer centum " by Act VI. of jgjo. 
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{c) in the case of Mis of exchange or promissory notes luritten 
tn any Oriental language — the size of the paper on 
which tney are written. 


Use of adhesive stamps* 


The italicized words in cl. (c) have been substituted for the word 
“ hundis.” 

11 . The following instruments may 
be stamped wiih adhesive stamps, 
namely — 

(ti) instruments chargeable with the duty of one anna, “or 
half an anna "* except parts of bills of exchange 
payable otherwise than on demand, .and drawn in 
sets ; 

(h) bills of exchange, cheques, and promissory notes drawn 
or made out of British India; 


(c) entry as an advocate, vakil, or attorney on the roll of a 
High Court ; 

(cl) notarial acts ; and 

((») transfers by endorsement of shares in any incorporated 
comp any or other body corporate. 


The italicized words in cl. (c) have been substituted for the words 
“ of public Companies and Associations." 


12 . (/) (a) Whoever affixes any adhesive stamp to any instru- 
Canceilation of adhesive meni chargeable with duly, and which 
stamps. has been e.xecnted by any person, shall, 

when affixing such stamp, cancel the same, so that it cannot be 
used again ; and 

(b) whoever e.xecutes any instrument on any paper bearing 
an adhesive stamp shall, at the time of execution, unless such stamp 
has been already cancelled in manner aforesaid, cancel the same so 
that it cannot be used again. 

(2) Any instrument bearing an adhesive stamp which has not 
been cancelled, so that it cannot be used again, shall, so far as such 
stamp is concerned, be deemed to be unstamped. 

' (3) Ihe person required by sub-section (/) to cancel an adhesive 

stamp may cancel it by writing on or across the stamp his name or 
initials, or the name or initials of his firm wHh the true date of his so 
writing, or in any other effectual manner. 


• The words quoted have been added by Act V, of 1906, s. 3. 
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( 2) Where any such instrument cannot, witii reference to the 
description of stamp prescribed therefor, be duly stamped by a 
private person, it may be taken within the said period of ttjree 
months to the Collector, w/io shall stamp the same, in such manner- 
as the Governor-General in Council may by rule prescribe, with a 
stamp of such value as the person so taking such instrument may 
require and pay for. 

In s. 18 (2), the italicized word w/to has been substituted for and he. 

19 . The first holder in British India of any bill of . exchange, 
Bills, cheques, and notes cheque, Or promissory note drawn or 
drawn ouc ot British India. made out of British India shall, before 
he presents the same for acceptance or payment, or endorses, 
transfers, or otherwise negotiates the same in British India, aflSx 
thereto the proper stamp, and cancel the same: 

Provided that, — 

(a) if, at the time any such bill of ixchauge, cheque, or note 
comes into tne hands of any holder thereof in British ' 
India, the proper adhesive stamp is aftixed thereto 
and cancelled in manner prescribed by section 12, 
and such holder has no reason to believe that such 
stamp was afiixed or cancelled otherwise than by 
the person, and at the time, required by this Act, such 
stamp shall, so far as relates to such holder, be 
deemed to have been duly affixed and cancelled ; 

{b) nothing contained in this proviso shall relieve any per- 
son from any penalty incurred by him for omitting 
to affix or cancel a stamp. 

In the proviso, the italicized words of exchange are new, and the 
italicized figures 12 hav been substituted for il. 

B. — Of Valuations for Duty. 

20 . (/) Where an instrument is chargeable with ad-valorem 
Convcio. of »»oontex- duty in respect Ot any monej- expressed 

pressed in foreign currencies, m any currency other than that 0/ British 
India such duty shall be calculated on the value of such mmey 
in the currency of British India according to the current rate of 
exchange on the day of the date of the instrument. 

(2) The Governor-General in Council may from time to timet 
by notification in the Gazette of India, prescribe a rate of exchange 

I Act II., 1899.— 2, 
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or to be advanced by way of loan, or for an existing 
or future debt, or 

(3) makes redeemable or qualifies a duly-stamped transfer, 
intended as a security, of any marketable security, 

it shall be chargeable with duty as if it were an agreement or 
memorandum of an agreement chargeable with duty under Article 
No. 5 (3) of Schedule I- 

(a) A release or discharge of any such instrument shall only 
be chargeable with the like duty. 

24. Where any property is transferred to any person in 
„ . . . , consideration, wholly or in part, of any 

tion of debt or subject to debt due 10 him, or subject, either 

future payment, etc,, to be certainly Or contingently, to the pay- 

charged. - ment or transfer of any money or stock, 

whether being or constituting a charge or incumbrance upon the 
property or not, such debt, money, or stock is to be deemed the 
whole or part, as the case may be, of the consideration in respect 
whereof the transfer is chargeable witn ad-vcilor em duty ; 

Provided that noihing m ihu sec/ion shall apply to any such 
certificate of sale as ts tnentiomd in article i8 of Schedule A 

Explanation. — In the case of a sale of properly subject to a 
mortgage or other incumbrance, any unpaid mortgage-money or money 
charged, together with the interest {if any) due on the same, shall be 
deemed to be part of the consideration for the sale: 

Provided lhai, where property subject to a mortgage is transferred 
to the mortgagee, he shall be entitled to deduct from the duty payable 
on the transfer the amount of any duly already paid in respect of the 
mortgage. 

lllusirations^ 

(r.) A oives B Rs, i,ooo. A sells a property to the consideration^ 
'being 500 and the release of the previous debt of Rs^ i^OQO : Stavip-duty 
is payable on Rs^ 

(2.) A sells a property to B for Rs> Soo 'ivhich is subject to a mortgage 
to C for Rs, 1,000 a2id mipaid itiierest Rs, 200 : Stamp-duty is payable on 
Rs, X,'/QO, 

(3.) A mortgages a hoitse of the value of Rs. 10 , 000 to B for Rs. 5,000. 
B afterwards buys the house from A : Stamp-duty is payable on Rs. 10,000, 
'Jess the amount of stamp-duty already paid for the mortgage^ 

In s, 24, the italicized portion (including the illustrations) is new* 
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the rent, it shall be sufficient to have estiraaled such royalty or the 
value of such share, for the purpose of stamp-duty, — ■ 

(а) when the lease has been granted by or on behalf of the 

Secretary of State in Council, at such amount or 
value as thtj Collector may, having regard to all the 
circumstances of the case, have estimated as likely 
to be payable by \vay of royalty or snare to the said 
Secretary of State in Council under the lease, or, 

(б) when the lease has been granted by any other person, 

at twenty thousand rupees a year; 

^nd the whole amount of such royalty or siiare, whatever it may be;, 
shall be claimable under such lease.” 

Providtd also that, whtre procudings have been iaken in resptcf 
of an instrument under section 31 or 41, the amount certified by the 
Collector shall be deemed to be the stamp actually used at the date of 
execution. 

In s. 26, the italicized words, the cotninenceinent of this .let, have been 
substituted lot the words, “ this Act comes into £otce; ” and the two pro- 
visos are new. 

27 . The consideration, if any, and all other facts and circutu- 
Facts affectinji duty to be Stances affecting the chargeabiiiiy of any 
set forth in instrument. instrument with duty, or the amount o£ 

the duty with which it is chargeable, shall oe fully and truly set 
forth therein. 

23 . (/) Where any property has been contracted to be sold. 
Direction as to duly incase for one consideration for the wnole, anti, 
ot certain conveyances. IS conveycd to the purchaser in se[)araie 

parts by different instruments, the consideration shall be appor- 
tioned in such manner as the parties think fit, provided that a dis- 
tinct consideration for each separate part is set forth in the con- 
veyance relating thereto, and such conveyance shall be chargeable 
with ad-valorem duty in respect of such distinct consideration. 

(2) Where property contracted to be purchased for one con- 
sideration for the whole, by two or mote persons jointly, or by any 
person for himself and others, or wholly for others, is conveyed in 
parts by separate instruments to the persons by or for whom the 
same was purchased, for distinct parts of the consideration, the 
conveyance of each separate part shall be chargeable with ad- 
vatoren duty in respect of the distinct part of the consideration 
therein specified. 



•{puog^ uvtfvAfsmtupy) z 'o^ 

^iCimvu ‘7 9 inp 3 ti 3 S 30 s^ptfuv Smaiopof 
3%} /o Auv ui psquosgp jusuinjjsui Xub 30 sseo 8qj uj (p) 

8 UJ 0 q oq Il^qs •gjqE^Ed luoqAV sann(j 
xioiBjs jadojd sqj SuipiAOJd 30 asusd 

-xa aqj ‘^JWiuoo aqj oj juauiaajSe OB 30 aDuasqs aq; uj ‘eg 
piqvtCv^ uiot{(n Aq K}n(j — 

•saadtij aAg 30 Xjnp b 

injiM ‘saadni aAg paaoxa pinOA\ yfjnp qons ajaqM ‘jo ‘jaqas iBuiSuo 
qons i(q pauiBjqo uopBjapisuoo aq; J03 aouBXaAuoo v uo aiq^ggicqa 
aq pinoA\ qoiqAV l^qj o? \vnh^ yC^np b qjiM aiq^sSa^qo aq .u-eqs 
japas [BUfSpo aqj iq ifpsdoid auiBs aqj 30 miq oj apBui spjBAt 
-japB aq oj aouB/faAUOO iuB ‘/fjSuipjooOB padiuBis ifjnp si puB ‘ra!t| 
iq piBd uoijBJapisuoo aqj 30 joadsai ui /(jnp mpjoqva~pv qjiA\ ajqB 
-aSiBqo sr* qoiq^ ‘miq oj guipas XiajBipauirai uosjad aqj 30 jsajaim 
5qj 30 80UB-(aAUO0 iBnjDB UB sa^iBj aaSBqojnd-qns b ajaq^ {S) 

•aadnj auo UBqj ssa[ aq asBO ou ui'pBqs 
aouB^aAuoD pauoptiatu-jSBi qons uo /(jnp aqj jBqj papiAOJj; 

: siasBqojnd-qns aqj i(q piBd suopBjapisuoo aqi 
JO ajBSajSSB aqi joao uoijBJapisuoo ibujSijo aqj 30 ssaoxa aqi jo 
^juo joadsaj ui Xjnp tu3Jojva-pv qjiA\ aiqBaSiBqo aq pBqs jasBqojnd 
jBUiSiJO aqj oj ijjadoid qons jo (Xub 31) anpisaj aqj 30 aouB<(aAU 03 
aqj puB i uopBjapisuoo ibuiSijo aqj jo anjBA 10 junoraB aqj oj pjB 2 
-ai jnoqjm ‘jasBqoind-qns qons /(q piBd uoijBiapisuoo aqj 30 Xjao 
joadsaj ui /(jnp tupxopa-pv qiiM ajqBaSJBqo aq pEqs jasBqojnd-qns 
B OJ pios jiBd qoBa 30 aauBifaAuoo aqj ‘sjJBd ui suosjad juajapip 01 
jajjas iBU!®!io aqj ^Cq pa^aAuoo aouanbasuoo ui si Xjjadoid aqj puB 
‘suosiad JO uosjad jaqjo /(uB oj joajaqj jJBd i(uB jo aioqA\ aqj pas oj 
sjOBJjuoo ‘joaiaqj aouBiCaAUOO b pauiBjqo SuiABq jou jnq ‘Xjjadojd 
XuB 30 assqojnd aqj J03 pajOBJjuoo SuiABq uosjad b ajaq^\ (f) 

•jasBqojnd 

-qns aqj oj jasBqojnd ibui^ijo aqj Aq ajBs aqj J03 uopBjapisuoa 
aqj JO joadsaj ui Xjnp 7 U?Joqva-pv qjiM ajquaSjBqo aq pBqs aouBifoA 
-uoo aqj ‘j 3 SBqojnd-qns aqj oj ;fiajB|pauiuii paiaAUOO aouanbasuoD 
ui SI /{jjadojd aqj puB ‘uosjad jaqio XuB oj suiBS aqj jjas oj sjobjj 
- uoo ‘joajaqj aouB/faAUOO b pauiBjqo SuiABq jou jnq ‘Xjjadojd /ta 
30 asBqojnd aqj joj' pajOBJjuoo SuiABq ‘uosjad B ojoq^ (f) 
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» » No, 6 {Agretmtnl rthHng to DipoiU oj TtlU” 
dads, Pawn, or Pltdgt)," 

No. 1 3 {Bill of Exchange), 

No. 75 {Bond), 

No. i6 {Bollomry Bond), 

No. 26 ( Customs Bond), 

No. 27 {Debenture), 

No. 32 {Further Charge), 

No. 34 {Indemnity Bond), 

No. 40 {nlortgage-deed), 

No. 4g {Promissory Note), 

No. 53 {Release), 

No. 56 {Respondentia Bond), 

No. 57 {Security Pond or Mortgage-deed), 

No. 58 {Settlement), 

No. 62{a) {Iransfer of Shares in an Incorporated 
Company or other body corporate), 

{b) {Iransfer of Debentures being Market- 
able securttus, whether the debenture is 
liable to duly or not, except debentures 
provided for by section 8), 

{c) { transfer of any Interest secured by aBond, 
Mortgage-deed, or Policy of huurance), 

by the person drawing, making, or executing such instrument: 

+(5) in the case of a policy of insurance other than fire- 
insurance— by the person effecting the Insurance: 

^{bb) in the case of a policy of fire-insurance— by the person 
issuing the policy : 

{c) in the case of a conveyance {including a re-conveyance of 
mortgaged property)— hy the grantee ; in the case of 
a lease or agreement to lease— by the lessee or 
intended lessee : 


■* These words and figure have been substituted for the original by 

Act XV. of 1904, 3, S- , . . , . , t iL • • , 1 

t CI3. (i) and ( 66 ) have been substituted in place of the original cl. 

(6) by Act V. of J906, s. 4. 
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CHAPTER III. 

f 

Adjudication as to Stamps. 

31. (/) When any instrument, whether executed or not. 
Adjudication as to proper and whether previously stamped or not, 
stamp. is brought to the Collector, and the per- 

son bringing it applies to have the opinion of that officer as to the 
duty (if any) with which it is chargeable, and pays a fee of such 
amount (not exceeding five rupees, and not less than eight annas) 
as the Collector may in each case direct, the Collector shall deter- 
mine the duty (if any) with which, in his judgment, the instrument 
is chargeable. 

( 2 ) For this purpose, ihe Collector may require to be furnished 
with an abstract of the instrument, and also with such affidavit or 
other evidence as he may deem necessary to prove that all the 
facts and circumstances affecting the chargeability of the instru- 
ment with duty, or the amount of the duty with which it is charge- 
able, are fully and truly set forth therein, and may refuse to pro- 
ceed upon any such application until such abstract and evidence 
have been furnished accordingly : 


Proved that — 

{a) no evidence furnished in pursuance of this section shall 
be used against any person in any civil proceeding, 
except in an enquiry as to the duty with which the 
instrument to which it relates is chargeable; and 

(3) every person by whom any such evidence is furnished, 
shall, on payment of the full duty with which the in- 
instrument to which it relates is chargeable, be relieved 
from any penalty which he may have incurred under 
this Act by reason of the omission to state truly in 
such instrument any of the facts or circumstances 
aforesaid. 


The italicized words in s. 31 (2) have been substituted for the words, 
“ and may for this purpose ; " and the italicized word ‘mhich in cl. (6) oE 
the proviso is new. 


32. (/) When an instrument brought to the Collector under 

rtificate by Collector. Section yr is, in his opinion, one of a 

description chargeable with duty, and ' 

(a) the Collector determines that it is already fully stamped. 
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‘)uaninj)sui qons uo juauiasjopua Xq ‘Xjpjao jjBqs J0)0aii03 aq; 

‘piBd uaaq SBq ‘pauiui 
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uogoas japun jooaqoQ aq) Xq pauiuija)ap X)np aq) (q) 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Instruments not duly stamped. 

33. (/) Every person having, by law or consent of parties, 
Examination and impound- authority to receive evidence, and every 
ing of instruments. person in charge of a public office, ex- 

cept an officer of police, before whom any instrument, chargeable, 
in his opinion, with duty, is produced or comes, in the performance 
of his functions, shall, if it appears to him that such instrument is. 
not duly stamped, impound the same. 

( 2 ) For that purpose every such person shall examine every 
instrument so chargeable, and so produced or coming before him, 
in order to ascertain whether it is stamped with a stamp of the 
value and description required by the law in force in British India, 
when such instrument was executed or first executed : 

Provided that — 

(a) nothing herein contained shall be deemed to require' 
any Magistrate or Judge of a Criminal Court to ex- 
amine or impound, if he does not think fit so to do, 
any instrument coming before him in the course of 
any proceeding other than a proceeding under 
Chapter XII. or Chapter XXXVI. of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, iSg8 ;* 

(^) in the case of a Judge of a High Court, the duty of 
examining and impounding any instrument under 
this section may be delegated to such ofiicer as the 
Court appoins in this behalf. 

(j) For the purposes of this section, in cases of doubt,— 

(a) the Governor-General in Council may determine what 
offices shall he deemed to he public offices, and 

ifi) the Local Government may determine who shall be- 
deemed to be persons in charge of public offices. 

In cl. (fl) of the proviso to s. 33 (2), the italicized words are new. 

34. Where any receipt chargeable with a duty of one anna is 
Special provision as to uii- tendered to or produced before any oficer 
stamped receipts. unstamped in the course of the audit of 
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/ X herein contaimd shall prmni the admission of 

i^e) nothing hirem com t ,,, any 

uThas L. ,xuuud h. or on b,hat/ 0 / tho Govorn- 
:JZ where it bears the certificate of the Collect 
]or as provided by section 33 or any other provisioi. , 

of ihts Act<. ^ 

KciQ been admiued in evidence, sucii' 
36. an mstru ^ot, except as provided 

Admission of instrument eeciion 6 r, be called in question at 

.tr-r or:hr“s"at .u". rr“?o«fd:ng »„ ,he grou„d .ha. .h= 
ms«ume°n. has not beta duly s.a.nped. 

,„s 36 the i.»liciz.d word w/.rr. has boon subs.Uutcd . 0 , wJrn, and 
the UalkiS figures 6 : have been subst.tuted lor aO. 

cir? 'The Governor-General in Council may make rules pro- 

37. o.he tjov an instrument bears a 

Admission of improperly ^ suficient amount, but of improper 

„a„prd inrun,., ...u. whioh Iho sarr.r ,s 

description, it f A , / stamped and any instrument so 

date of its execution. 

I'r'i When the person impounding an instrument under 

38. (/) wnen me v ^ consent of 

Instruments impounded how authority to receive evidence, 

dealt with. . ^a,,,n,ent in evidence upon pajment of a penalty 

and “dnt'ts ;y2^ arfro-jldi, ucliou 37. h= 

\“f.'°Jnd ,„^L coltec.of anamh^ copy of such instru- 

ment^ toce.her with a certificate in writing stating the amount o£ 

^ r f npnnltv levied in respect thereof, and shall send such 

.amounMo^he Collector, or to such person as he may appoint m 

his behalf. , 

. (21 In every other case, the person so tmpoundmg an m. 

struinent shall send it in original to the Collector. 

In s. 38 (/), the Italicized figures and words have been substituted £or 
the figures ‘’34. ” 

39 C/1 When a copy of an instrumentis sent to Collector 
^ UJ . under section 38 . subsection (/), he may, 

p.Sy?aid^X»c.lS. if he thinks fit, upon application made 
^b-section {/). to him in this behalf, or of no appticatiou 

« mad,, with lh> conunt of tht ChuJ ConlroUing Rmmo aulhorUy, 
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section the Collector may, if he thinks fit, remit the whole 
penalty prescribed by this section. 

«< X5> and “ 14 ’■ substituted for “12” and “13” respectively. 

res'! Fverv certificate under clause (a) of sub-seciton {_i) shall* 
for the pSposM of this Act, be conclusive evidence of the matters 

Stated therein. 

Sub-section (r) substituted for “ this section. ” 

The las. para of the old s, 37 (h- - 4 °) h- bee» charge- 

Se a let, oro°„‘e a"“oa Lly, or to a bill of exchange or promissory 
note. ’ 

fl 1 Where an imirumeni has been sent to '■^ 4 ^“*"''/''*'' 

lion aS ^-section' a), the Colled or shall, when he has dealt with 

Tas pr^Ldby this section, return it to the impounding ogiur. 

41 If any instrnment chargeable with duly, and not duly 

g tamped, 7wt bcvig du vistruT/icnt chaTgt^^ 

edby accid . , . ^ ^ promissory note, is produced 

r^n pTrfon of\ Collector within one 

by any ^^^n oi execution or first execution, and such per- 

year frpm the date of usjx 

son brings to the n offers to pay to the Collector the 

n? thtVroD“r duty,’ or the amount required to make up the 
IZTifd the Collector is satisfied that the omission to duly stamp 
such ’instrument has been occasioned by accident, mis ake, or 
S"ent necessity he may, instead of proceeding under sections 33 
a^dTo receive^ such amount, and proceed as next hereinafter 

prescribed. 

“Which is” after first “ and ” in line i of s. 41 omitted, the italics 
newly inserted ; and 40 substituted for “ 37- ’ 

49 f /'I When the duty and penalty (if any) leviable in respect 
^ ^ h of any instrument have been paid under 

of^tohd“rba.'b““”S^ Si.Sbcii™ do. os section 4 ,. the 

under section 35> 4^> person admitting such instrument in evi* 

dence or the Collector, as the case may be, shall certify by endorse- 
ment thereon, that the proper duty or, as the case may be, the pro- 


* These words have been inserted by Act V, of 1906, s. 3, 
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the provisions of section 29 or any other enactment }in force 
at the time such instrument was executed, some other person was 
bound to bear the expense of providing the proper stamp for such 
instrument, the first-mentioned person shall be entitled to recover 
from such other person the amount of the duty or penalty so paid. 

(a) For the purpose of such recovery any certificate granted 
in respect of such instrument under tlm Act shall be conclusive 
evidence of the matters therein certified. 

(5) -Suc/t amount may, if the Court thinks fit, be included in any 
order as to costs in anv suit or proceeding to which such persons arc 
parties, ani inwhich such instr iment has been ten ter cl in evidence, 
if the Court does not include the amnint in such order, no further 
proceeiings for the recovery of the amount shall be maintainable. 

In s. 44, sub-s. (/), the Ualicizsd figures 35 have been substituted for 
34 and the italicized words and figures, section 40, or section 41, have been 
substituted for the words and figures, * or section 38;” and, in sub-s. (j], 
the italicized words, this Act, have been sub>tituted for the words, and 
figures “ section 29.” 

45. C^) fVhere any penalty is paid under section yy or section 

Poscer to revenue-authority the Chief Controlling Revenue-iu- 
to refund penalty or excess tUority may, upon application in writing 
duty in certain cases. made within one year from the date of 

the payment, refund such penalty wholly or in part. 

(2) Whire, in the opinion of the Chief Controlling Reventie-au- 
thirity, stamp-duty in excels of that which is te^ralLy chargeable has 
been chart^ed ani paii unler section gg or sectim 40 , such authority 
may, upm application in zvritin^ mate zoithin three m>nths of the 
order charging the same, ref tut i the excess. 

In s. 45 (/), the italicized word Where have been substituted for “ When," 
and the figures and words, 33 or section 40, have been substituted for 
“ 34 or 37." 

46. (/) If any instrument sent io the Collector under section 

Nonliability for loss of in- 3^^ sub-sectton (2). is lost, destroyed, or 
strumt!nti> sent under section during' trstlismlssion^ tliG psrson 

3^- sending the same shall not be liable for 

such loss, destruction, or damage. 

(2) When any instrument is about to be so sent, the person 
Copy may be made of in- ftom whose possession it Came into the 
strumetits so sent. hands of the person impounding the 

same may require a copy thereof to be made at the expense of such 

Act II., 1899.— 3. 
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for impressed stamps spoiled in the cases hereinafter mentioned, 
namely — 

The italicized \yords have been substituted for the words. “ which the 
Collector may require, allowance shall be made by the Collector.” 

(a) the stamp on any paper inadvertently and undesignedly 
spoiled, obliterated, or, by error in wriftng or any 
oi^cr means, rendered unfit for the purpose intended 
before any instrument written tnereou is executed 
tjy any person : 

The italics are newly inserted- 

(^) the stamp on any document which is written cut wholly or 
in part, but which is not signed or executed by any 
party thereto : 

(f) in the case 0/ bills of exchange^ cheques^ ar promissory 
notes — 

(/) the stamp cn anv bill 0/ exchange or cheque signed by 
or on behalf of the drawer which has not been ac- 
cepted or made use of in any manner whatever, or 
delivered out of his hauls ftr any purpose other 
than by way 0/ tender for acceptance: provided 
that the paper on which any such stamp is im- 
pressed does not bear any signature intended as 
or for the acceptance of any bill of exchange or ‘ 
cheque to be afterwards written thereon ; 

The italicized words have been substituted for the words, " The stamp 
•used or intended to be used for any bill of exchange, cheque, or promissory 
note, signed by or on behalf of the drawer or intended drawer, but not 
delivered out of his hands to the payee or intended payee, or any person on 
his behalf, or deposited with any person as a security for the payment of 
money, or any way negotiated, issued, or put in circulation, or made use of 
in any other manner, and which, being a bill of exchange or cheque, has 
•not been accepted by the drawee, and " 

(3) the stamp on any promissory note signed by or in be- 
half (f the maker woich has not been made use 0/ 
in any manner whatever, or delivered out 0/ his 
hands; • 

Xj) the stamp used or intended to be used for any bill 
of exchange, cheque, or promissory note signed 
by, or on behalf of, the drawer thereof, but which, 
from any omission or error, has been spoiled ot 
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consequence of the transaction 


(6) becomes useless m consequence u. 

^ ' intended to be thereby effected being effected by 
some other instrument beiween ihe same parties-^ 
and bearing a stamp of not less value ; 


The italicized words have been substituted for “duly stamped." 

(t) is deficient in value, and the transaction intended to be 
ihefehy effected has been effected by soxtie othe^ 
strument between the same parties, and bearing a 
• stamp of not less value ; 

{S') is inadvertently and undesignedly spoiled, and, in 
lieu whereof, another instrument, made between 
the same parties, and for the same purpose, is exe- 
cuted and duly stamped : 


Provided that, in the case of an executed instrument, no lepl 
proceeding has been commenced in which the visirument could or 
would have been given or offered m evidence, and that ihe insirument 
is given up to be cancelled. 


The above proviso has been substituted for the two provisos to a 
SI . of the old Act. They were as follow 

« Provided that, in the case of an executed instrument— 

(a) such instrument is given up to be ccncelled ; 

(61 the application for relief is made within six months after the 
date of the instrument; or, if it is not dated, within six 
months after the execution thereof by the person by whom it 
was first or alone executed, except where, from unavoidable 
circumstances, any instrument for which another instrument 
has been substituted cannot be given up to be cancelled within 
the aforesaid period, and, in that case, within six months after 
the date of execution of the substituted instrument ; and ex- 
cept where the spoiled instrument has been sent out of Bri- 
tish India, and, in that case, within six months after it has 
been received back in British India : 


Provided also that, in the case of stamped paper not having any exe- 
cuted instrument written thereon, the application 'for relief is made within 
six months after the stamp has been spoiled as aforesaid. 


Explanation. — The certificate of the Collector under section gz, 
that the full duty wiih which an insirument is chargeable has been 
paid, is an impressed stamp within the meaning of this section. 


Application for relief under 
section 49 when to be made. 


50. The application for relief 
under section must be made within the 
following periods, that is to say ; — 



•g ’s? 
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rjduiEP E ‘A,np qi.M PiqEPgJEqO juom P-ns.u. aoj ,oubmo„v 
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pjitiivjs uo/ souvnofp jqom 'Piutf Jo jmni -7P^^Jo osvo ut oouvniofiy 
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(d) when any stamp used for an instrument has been in- 
advertently rendered useless under section owing to such instru-' 
ment having been written in contravention of the provisions of 
section /j, 

the Collector may, on application mads within six months 
after the date of the instrument, or, if it is not dated, within six 
months after the execution thereof by the person by whom it was 
first or alone executed, and upon the instrument, if chargeable with 
duty, being re-stamped with the proper duty, cancel and allow as 
spoiled the stamp so misused or rendered useless. 

The italicized figures 75 and /j in cl. (d) have been substituted for 
“ 14” and “ 12,” respectively. 

Allowance for spoiled or 53. In any case in which allowance 

misused stamps how to be is made for Spoiled or misused stamps, 

• made. Collector may give in lieu thereof — 

ia) other stamps of the same description and value, or, 

{b) if required, and he thinks fit, stamps of any other descrip- 
tion to the same amount in value, or, 

(c) at his descretion, the same value in money, deducting one 
anna for each rupee or fraction of a rupee. 

54. Wnen any person is possessed of a stamp or stamps 
Allowance for stamps not which havt not been spoiled or rendered 
required for use, unfit Of useless foT the purpose intended, 

but for which he has no immediate use, the Collector snsll fepay to 
such person the value of such stamp or stamps in money, deducting 
one anna for each rupee or portion of a rupee, upon such person 
delivering up the same to be cancelled, and proving to the Col- 
lector’s satisfaction — 

(a) that stamp or stamps were purchased by such person 
with a bona-fide intention to use them, and 

(3) that he has paid the full price thereof, and 

(c) that they were so puhchased within the period of six 
months next preceding the date on waich they were 
so delivered : 

Provided that, where the person is a licensed vendor of stamhSi 
the Collector may, if he thinks Jit, make the repayment of the sum 
actually paid by the vendor without any such deduction as afore- 
said. 
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{2) If any Collector, acting under section 5/, section 40, or 
Procedure where Collector Section 41, feels doubt as to the amount 
•feels doubt as to duty charge- of duty with which any instrument is 

^ble. chargeable, he may draw up a statement 

of the case, and refer it with his own opinion thereon for the decision 
of the Chief Controlling Revenue-authority. 

(j) Such authority siiall consider the case, and send a copy of 
its decision to the Collector, who shall proceed to assess and charge 
the duty (if any) in conformity with such decision. 

In s. 56 (2), the italicized figures 31, 40, and 41 have been substituted 
for the figures, “ 30 *■ 37 ” and "38 ” respectively and, in cl. (3), the word 

"And” before the words " Such authority ” has been omitted, and the 
italicized word who substituted for the words " and he” 

57 . (/) The Chief Controlling Revenue.aulhority may state 
^ , , , . ^ any case referred to it under section 56, 

^nl-seclion (2), or otherwise coming to its 
ityto High Court or Chief notice, and refer such case, with its own 

opinion thereon — 

(«) if the case arises in the territories for the time being 
administered by the Governor of Fort St. George in 
Council or the Governor of Bombay in Council — 
to the High Court of Judicature at Madras or 
Bombay, as the case may be : 

{b) if is arises in the Norih-Westcrn Provinces or Oudh or 
in Ajmer t — to the High Court of Judicature for the 
North-Western Provinces ; 

{c] if it arises in the territories for the time being administer- 
ed by the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab or in 
British Baluchistan — to the Chief Court of the 
Punjab : 

{d) if it arises in the Central Provinces — to the High Court 
of Judicature at Bombay : 

“ (/) if it arises in Burma — to the Chief Court of Lower 
Burma 

[e) if it arises in any other part of British India — to the High 
Court of Judicature at Fort William. 

(2) Every such case shall be decided by not less than three 
Judges of the High Court or Chief Court to which it is referred, 

* The sentence under . quotation has been inserted by the Lower 
Burma Courts Act (VI, of 1903), Sch. i., Pt. r. 
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and, in case of difference, the opinion of the majority shall' 
prevail. 


In s. 57 (/) the italicized figures and word, £6 sub-section (2), have been, 
substituted for the figures “ 45” 

In cl. ( 5 ) of s. 57 (r) the italicized words "or in Ajmere, and, in cl 
(c), the words or in British Baluchistan, are new. 


5S. If the High Court or Chief Court is not satisfied that the 
„ statements contained in the case are 

Chief cUn to c!u fo^fur' Sufficient to enable it to determine the 

ther particulars as to case questions raised thereby, the Court may 

stated. refer the case back to the Revenue- 


authority by which it was staled to make such additions thereto, or 
alterations therein, as the Court may direct in that behalf. 


59. (/) The High Court or Chief Court, upon the hearing of 
Procedure in disposing of any such case, shall decide the questions 
case stated. raised thereby, and shall deliver us judg- 

ment thereon containing the grounds on which such decision is 
founded. 

(2) 2 he Court shall send to the Revenue-authority by which 
the case was stated a copy of such judgment under the seal of the 
Court and the signature of the Registrar ; and the Revenue-authority 
shall, on receiving such copy, dispose of the case conformably to 
such judgment. 

In s, 50 (2) the italicized words. The Court have been substituted for 
the words ‘‘ and it,” the old section not being divided into two clauses as 
here. 


60 . (/) If any Court other than a Court mentioned in sec- 
Statement of case by other t'ou jy feels doubt as to the amount 0 
Courts to High Court or duty to be paid in respect of any insiru- 
Chief Court. proviso (a) to section JS' 

Judge may draw up a statement of the case, and refer it, with his 
own opinion thereon, for the decision of the High Court or. Cnie 
Court to which, if he were tne Chief Controlling Revenue-aut onty, 
he would, under section 57, refer the same. 

(a) Such Court shall deal with the case as if h had been 
referred under section 57 and send a copy of its judgmen 
the seal of the Court and the signature of the Registrar 0 
Chief Controlling Revenue-authority, and another ^ h e copy ° 
Judge making the reference, who shall, on receiving sue py> 
dispose of the case conformably to such judgment. 
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(5) References made under sub-seclton (/), when made by a 
Court subordinate to a District Court, shall be made through the 
District Court, and, when made by any subordinate Revenue Court, 
shall be made through the Court immediately superior. 

In s. 60, the italicized figures, 57 and SS (wherever they occur), have 
been substituted for ''46” and “ 34,” respectively ; while the italicized letter 
in parenthesis is new. 

In sub-s. (2), the word “ And” before the words, ” Such Court,” has 
been omitted ; while the italicized words are new. ' 

In sub-s. (3), the italicized expression, sub-section (z) has been sub- 
stituted fot the words ** this section.” 

61 . (/) When any Court, in the exercise of Us civil or revenue 
Revision of certain decisions jurisdiction, or flwy Critnitidl Court in 
of Courts regarding th 3 suffi- any proceeding under Chap'.er KlI, or 
ciency of stamps. Chapter KKKVL of the Code of Cri- 

minal Procedure, iSgS* makes any order admitting any instrument 
in evidence as duly stamped, or as not requiring a stamp, or upon 
payment of duty and a penalty under section yy, the Court to which 
appeals lie from, or references are made by such first-mentioned 
Court, may, of its own motion, or on the application of the Collector, 
take such order into consideration. 

(2) If such Court, after such consideration, is of opinion that 
such instrument should not have been admitted in evidence without 
the payment of duty and a penalty under section yy, or witnout the 
payment of a higher duty and penally than those paid, it may 
record a declaration to that effect, and determine the amount of 
duty with which such instrument is chargeable, and may require 
any person in whose possession or power such instrument then 
is to produce the .same, and may impound the same when 
produced. 

(y) When any declaration has been recorded under subsec- 
tion (a), the Court recording the same shall send a copy thereof to 
the Collector, and, where the instrument to which it relates has 
been impounded or is otherwise in the possession of such Court, 
shall also send him such instrument. 

{f) The Collector may thereupon, notwithstanding anything 
contained in the order admitting suen instrument, in evidence, or in 
any certificate granted under section ^2, or in section .juj, prosecute 
any person for any offence against the Scamp law whicn the Col- 


* Act V. of 1898. 



44 


STAMP. 


LAct II. 


lector considers him to have committed in respect of such instru- 
ment : 

Provided that — 

(c) no such prosecution shall be instituted where the amount 
(including duty and penalty) which, according to 
the determination of such Court, was payable in 
respect of the instrument under section jy, is paid 
to the Collector unless he thinks that the offence 
was committed with an intention of evading payment 
of the proper duty ; 

( 3 ) except for the purposes of such prosecution, no declara- 
tion made under this section shall affect the validity 
of any order admitting any instrument in evidence, 
or of any certificate granted under section ^ 2 . 

■ In s. 61 (r), the italicized words are new, and the italicized figures JS 
have been substituted for “ 34 ” throughout the section. 

In sub-s (3), the words first italicized have been substituted for the 
words " if it,” and the italicized word ti is new. 

In sub-s (3), the italicized word and figure, sub~section (2), have been 
substituted for " this section.” 

In sub-s. {4)^ the italicized figures 42 and 43 have been substituted for 
“ 39 ” and “ 40,” respectively. 

In the proviso, the italicized figures 35 in cl. {a) and 42 in cl. {b) have 
been substituted for " 34 ” and “ 39,” respectively. 


CHAPTER VII. ■ 

Criminal Offences and Procedure. 

02. (/) Any person — 

(a) drawing, making, issuing, endorsing, or transferring or 
Penalty for executing, etc., signing Otherwise than as a witness, or 
instrument not duly stamped, presenting for acceptance or payment, or 
accepting, paying, or receiving payment of, or in any manner 
negotiating, any bill of exchange, cheque, or promissory note 
without tne same being duly stamped, or 

(3) executing or signing otherwise than as a witness any other 
instrument chargeable with duty without the same being duly 
staihped, or 
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(c) voting or attempting to vote under any proxy not duly 
stamped. 

shall, for every such offence, be punishable with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees : 

Provided that, when any penalty has been paid in respect of 
any instrument under section 55, section 40, or section 61, the 
amount of such penalty shall be allowed in reduction of the fine 
(if any) subsequently imposed under this section in respect of the 
same instrument, upon the oerson who paid such penalty. 

(2) If a share-warrant is issued without being duly stamped, 
the company issuing the same, and also every person who, at the 
time when it is issued, is the managing director or secretary or 
other principal officer of the company, shall be punishable with fine 
which may extend to five hundred rupees. 

In s. 62, the italicized word punishable have been substituted for pun- 
ished ; and the italicized figures 35. 40, and 6t in the proviso have been sub- 
stituted for the figures *' 34 ” “ 37," and " 50,” respectively. 

63 . Any person required by section 12 to cancel an adhesive 
Penalty for failure to can- Stamp, and failing to cancel such stamp 
cel adhesive stamp. in manner prescribed by that section, 

shall be punishable with fine which may extend to one hundred 
rupees. 


Penalty for omission to 
comply with provisions of 
section 27, 


64 . Any person who, with intent to 
defraud the Government, — 


(a) executes any instrument in which all the facts and cir- 
cumstances required by section 27 to be set forth in 
such instrument are not fully and truly set forth, or, 

(i) being employed or concerned in or about the prepara- 
tion of any instrument, neglects or omits fully and 
truly to set forth therein all such facts and circum- 
stances, or 


(c) does any other act calculated to deprive the Government of 
any duty or penalty under this Act, 


shall be punishable with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees. 


In s. 64, the words, “ of any duty,” after the word " Government,” have 
been omitted ; the italicized word or at the end of cl. (6) has been added ; cl, 
(c) has been newly inserted, the italicized word punishable being substituted 
for ” punished.” _ Throughout the penal c\^\xzqs,, punishable has been -sub- 
stituted for punished. 
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65. Any person who — • 

Penally for refusal to give (fi) being required un- 
reccipt, and for devices to dcr section 50 to give a 
ev.ade duty on receipts. 

to give the same, or, 

(1) with intent to defraud the Government of any duty, upon 
n payment of money or delivery of property exceed- 
ing twenty rupees in amount or value, gives a receipt 
for an amount or value not exceeding twenty rupees, 
or separates or divides the money or property paid 
or delivered, 

shall be punishable with fine which may extend to one hundred 
rupees. 


68. Any person who — 

(c) receives, or takes credit for, any premium or considera- 
Pcnalty for not making out lion for any contract of 
policy or making one not insurance, and does not, 
duty stamped. within one month after re- 

ceiving, or taking credit for, such premium or consi- 
deration, make out and execute a duly-stamped 
policy of such insurance, or 

(Zi) makes, executes, or delivers out any policy which is not 
duly stamped, or pays or allows in account, or 
agrees to pay or allow in account, any money upon, 
or in respect cf, any such policy, 

shall be punishable with fine which may extend to two hundred 
rupees. 

67. Any person drawing or executing a bill of exchange or 
Penalty for not drawing full ft policy of marine insuraiice purporting 
number of bills or marine to be drawn or executed in a set of two 
policies purporting to be in more, and not at the same time draw- 

jng or executing on paper duly stamped 
the whole number of bills or policies of which such bill or policy 
purports the set to consist, shall be punishable with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees. 


Penalty 
bills; and 


68. Any person who , — 
(a) with intent to defraud 
for post-dating 


the Government of duty, draws 
makes, or issues any bill of exchange or 
promissory note bearing a date subse- 
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quent to that on which such bill or note is actually drawn or 
made; or, 

((&) knowing that such bill or note has been so post-dated, 
endorses, transfers, presents'for acceptance or payment, or accepts, 
pays, or receives payment of, such bill or note, or in any manner 
negotiates the same ; or, 

{c) with the like intent, practises or is concerned in any act, 
for other devices to defraud contrivance, OT device not specially pro- 
the revenue. vided for by this Act or any other law 

for the lime being in force, 

shall be pumshahk with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees. 

In s. 68, the italicized words, Any person who, have been substituted 
for the word “ Whoever ’’ and ihe italicized word or at the end of both the 
els. (o) and {b), has been substituted for the words, " and whoever." 


Penalty for breach of rule 
relating to sale of stamps and 
for unauthorized sale. 


69. (u) Any person appointed to 
sell stamps who disobeys any rule made 
under section and 


((J) any person not so appointed who sells or offers for sale any 
stamp [other than a one-anna or half an anna"^ adhesive stamp), 

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred 
rupees, or with both. 

In s. 69, the italicized figures 7^ have been substituted for " 55,” and 
the italicizsd words have been added. 


70. (/) No prosecution in respect of any offence punishable 
Institution and conduct of under this Actor any Act hereby repealed 
prosecutions. shall be instituted without the sanction 

of the Collector or such other officer as the Local Government 
generally or the Collector specially authorizes in that behalf. 

( 2 ) The Chief Controlling Revenue-authority, or any ofneer 
generally or specially authorized by it in this behalf, may stay any 
such prosecution, or compound any such offence. 

(y) Ihe amount of any such composition shall be recoverable in 
the manner provided by section ^8. 

In s. 70, sub-s (/), the words “ or the General Stamp Act, 1869,’’^ 
after the word “ Act ” first occurring, have been omitted, and the italicized 


* These words have been inserted by Act V. of 1006, s. a 
t Act XVIII. of 1869. , y < J 


50 


STA5IP. 


[Act IL 


78. Every Local Government shall ijiake provision for Iht 

Act to he tr.-inslfttcd nrcl (f iranslaiio7is of this Act in the 

poidchtnpiy. principal vernacular languages of the 

territories ndmini.slcred by it at a price not exceeding four annas 
per copy. 

The italicized words in the above section have been substituted for the 
words, ** caujJO this Act to be cardully translated into," and the following 
words have been omitted after the wordj administered by it’’ ; “A full 
alphabetical inde>: shall be added to every such translation, and the transla- 
tion and index shntt be printed and sold to the public." 

79. The Acl$ mtiiliontd in Schedule IL art repealed to 

. the extent specified in iht fourth column 

thmef. 
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SCHEDULE 

Stamp-duty on Instruments. 


(See section 5.) 


Description’ of Instrument. 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

a. ACKNOWLEDGMENT of a debt 
exceeding twenty rupees in 
amount or value» written or signed 
by, or on behalf of, a debtor in 
order to supply evidence of such 
debt in any book (other than a 
banker*s pass-book), or on a separ- 
ate piece of paper jwhen such book 
or paper is left in the creditor*s 
possession : provided that titch 
acknowledgment does not contain 
any promise to pay the debt, or any 
stipulation in pay interest ^ or to 
deliver any goods or other pro» 
petty 

One anna^ 

2, ADMINISTRATiON.BOND, in 
eluding a bond given under sec- 
tion 356 of the Indian Succession 
Act, 1865, t section 6 of the Gov- 
ernment Savings Banks Act, 
1873.^ section 78 of the Probate 
and Anministration Act, 1881 § 
or section 9 or section 10 of the 
Succession Certificate Act, 1889(1 — 

I 

^a) where the amount does not 
exceed Rs. 1,000 : 

The same duty as a bond (P/o, jk) 
for stick amount. 

(6) in any other case 

Five rupees. 

* All additions to, and modifications 
of, the Schedules in the old Act (1879), 
are in italics. 

t Act X. of x865* 

$ Act V. of 1873. 

5 Act V. of i88r. 
li Act VII. of 1889. 
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SCHEDULE I. — continued. 


Drscription of Instrument, 

Proper Stamp-dutv. 

3 « AD OPT I ON- DEED, that is to say, 
any instrument (other than a will) 

^ recording an adoption^ or confer- 

ring, or purporting to confer, an 
authority to adopt 

Ten rupees. 

ADVOCATE. See Entry as an Ad- 
vocATK {No, 30). 


4 AFFIDAVIT, including an affirma- 
tion or declaration in the case of \ 
persons by law allowed to affirm or 
declare instead of swearing 

One rupee. 

Exemptions : 


Affidavit or declaration in writing when 

made — ' 

1 

1 


(fl) as a condition of enlistmenfun- | 
der the Indian Articles of 
War 


( 5 ) for the immediate purpose of 
being filed or used in any 
Court, or before the officer of 
any Court ; or 


(c) for the sole purpose of enabling 
any person to receive any 
pension or charitable allow- 
' ance* 



* Act V. of 1859. 
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SCHEDULE \.--coniimied. 


Description of Instrument. 

- - - - --I 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

S* AGREEMENT OR MEMO. 
RANDOM OF AN AGREE. 
MENT— 


(a) if relating to the sale of a bill 
of exchange 

Two annas. 

(6) if relating to the sale of a 
Government security or 
share in an incorporated 
Company or other body 
corporate ; 

Subject to a maximum of ten 
rupees, one anna for every 
j Rs. 10,000 or part thereof 

of the value of the security 
or share. 

(c) if not otherwise provided 

for ••• ••• 

Eight annas. 

Exemptions : 

i 


Agreement or Memorandum of Agree- 
ment— 


(n) for or relating to the sale of 
goods or merchandise ex- 
clusively, not being a Note 
or Memorandum charge- 
able under No. 43 ; 


(6) made in the form of tenders 
to the Government of India 
for or relating to any loan ; 


{c) made under the European 
Vagrancy Act, 1874, t sec- , 
tion 17. 


AGREEMENT TO LEASE. 

Lease {No. 35)* 


^ * The present Article No. 5 has 
Article No, 5 by Act VL of 1910. 
t Act IX, of 1874. 

been substituted for the origina' 
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SCHEDULE l.—coniinued. 




Description of Instrument. 


Proper Stamp-duty. 


(5 AGREEMENT RELATING 
TO DEPOSIT OF TlTLE^ 
DEEDS, PAWN, OR 
PLEDGE, that is to say. any 
instrument evidencing an agree- 
ment relating to — 


(/) the deposit of title-deeds or instru** 
ments constituting or being 
evidence of the title to any 
property whatever (other than 
a marketable security), or 

(a) the pawn or pledge of moveable 
property, 

where such deposit, pawn, or pledge has 
been made by way of security for the 
repayment of money advanced or to be 
advanced by way ot loan or an existing 
or future debt — 

(a) if such loan or debt is repayable 
on demand or more than 
three months from the date 
of the instrument evidencing 
the agreement t 

ifi) if such loan or debt is repayable 
not more than three months 
from the date of such instru- 
mentr 


The same duty as a Bill of Ex- 
change [ No. 13 (b) ] for fhe 
amount secured. 


Half the duty payable on a Bill 
of Exchange [No. 13 (3)] for the 
amount secured. 


Exemption : 

Instrument of pawn or pledge of goods 
if unattested. 

APPOINTMENT IN EXECU- 
TION OF A POWER whe- 
ther of trustees or of property, 
moveable or immoveable, where 
made b}^ any writing not being 
a Will 


Fifteen rupees. 


s. 8. 


* Art. 6 has been substituted for the origjnnl by Act XV. of igoi, 
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SCHEDULE l.—cotiiinucd. 

Description of Instrument* 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

appraisement or valu- 
ation made otherwise Ih-^n 
under an order of the Court in 
the course of a suit — 

(a) rohere the amount docs not ex- 
ceed Rs. I ^000. 

rhe same duty as a Bond (No. 13 ) 
for such ainount. 

(b) in any other case 

Five rupees. 

Exemptions : 


(jj) Appraisement or valuation made 
for the information of one 
party only, and not being in 
an}" manner obligatory be- 
tween parties, either by agree- 
ment or operation of law. 


(6) Appraisement of crops for the 
purpose of ascertaining the 
amount to be given to a 
landlord as rent. 


0 apprenticeship-deed in- 

eluding e\ery writing relating to 

the service or tuition of any ap- 
prentice, clerk, or servant, placed 
with any master to learn any 
profession, trade, or employment, 
not Articles OF Clerkship 

{No II ) * 

, Five rupees. 

Exe 77 iption ; 


Instruments of apprenticeship executed 
by a Magistrate under the Apprentice 
ket 1850* or by which a person 1 
apprenticed by or at the charge of an 
public charity. 

i 

s 

s 

y 


* Act XIX. of 1850. The former words were, “ under Act XIX. of 

1850.” The “ Apprentices Act, 1850,” Is the short title oE Act XIX. of 

xSjo. See the Indian Short Titles Act (XIV. of 1897). 
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SCHEDULE I. — continued. 


Description of Instrument. 

Property Stamp-duty. 

to. ARTICLES OF ASSOCIA- 
TION OF A company. 

Twenty.five lupees. 

Exemption : 


Articles of any Association not formed 
for profit^ and registered under 
section 26 of the Indian Companies 
Act, m2f 


See also Memorandum of Associa- 
tion OF A Company [No, jp). 


lu ARTICLES OF CLERK- 
SHIP or contract whereby any 
person first becomes bound to 
serve as a clerk in order to hjs 
admission as an attorney in any 
High Court 

Two hundred and fifty rupees. 

, ASSIGNMENT. See Conveyance 
[No 23), Transfer [No 62), and 
Transfer of Lease [No. 63), as 
the case may be. 

• 


ATTORNEY. See Entry as an At- 
torney {No 30) and PowER-OF- 
Attorney {No. 48). 


AUTHORITY TO ADOPT. See 
Adoption-deed {No. 3). 


* Act VI. of iSSs. 





of X899.] 


STAMP, 


57 


SCHEDULE h-^coniinued. 


Description of Instrument. 


Proper Stamp-duty. 


X2. AWARD, that is to say, any 
decision in writing by an arbitra- 
tor or umpire, not being an aboard 
directing a partition^ on a refer- 
ence made otherwise than by an 
order of the Court in the course 
of a suit — 


(a) where the amount or value of 
the property to which the 
award relates as set forth in 
such award does not exceed 
Rs. 1,000 : 


{b) in any other case 


The same duty as a Bond 
{No, /5) for such amount. 


Five rupees. 


Exemption : 


Award under the Bombay District 
Municipal Act, 1873,* section 81, 
or the Bombay Hereditary Offices 
Act, 1874.,! section 18. 


^ 3 - BILL OF EXCHANGE [as de^ 
fined by s, 2 {2) & (j)] not being 
a Bond, bank-note, or currency- 
note — 


(a) where payable on demand 


• »* 


One anna. 


* Bom. Act VI. of 1873. 


t Bom. Act III. of 1874, 
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SCHEDULE h~conitnued. 


Descriptioii of Instrument. 


Proper Stamp-dutv, 


13. BILL OF EXCHANGE.— 


( 5 )^ where payable otherwise than 
on demand, but not more than 
one year after date or sight — 


If drawn in 

1 set of two, 

, for each 
part of the 
set. 

If drawn 

1 in set of 
three, for 
each part 
of the set. 




1 

Rs. 

i 

Rs. A, 

p. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

if the amount of the bill 
note does not exceed 

j 

or 

200 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

I 

0 

if it exceeds Rs. 200 and does 

not exceed 400 

0 

4 

0 1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Do. 

400 

do. 

600 ; 

0 

6 

0 ; 

0 

3 

, 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Do. 

600 

do. 

1 

1,000 ' 
* 1 

0 

12 

1 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

Do. 

t,ooo 

do. 

1,200 

I 

2 

0 

0 

9 

0 ! 

0 

6 

0 

Do. 

1,200 

do. 

1 

1,600 

I 

8 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

8 

0 

Do. 

i,6oo 

do. 

2,500 

2 

4 

0 

I 

2 

0 

0 

12 

0 

Do. 

2,500 

do. 

5,000 

4 

8 

a 

2 

4 

1 

0 ; 

1 

8 

0 

Do. 

5.000 

do. 

7 ,Soo 

6 

12 

0 

3 

6 

0 

2 

4 

0 

Do. 

7 .S 00 

do. 

10,000 

9 

0 

0 

3 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Do, 

10,000 

do. 

15,000 

13 

8 

0 

6 

12 

0 

4 

8 

0 

Do. 

iS.ooo 

do. 

20000 

iS 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

I 6 

1 

0 

0 

Do. 

20,000 

do. 

25,000 

22 

.8 

0 

tr 

4 

0 

7 

8 

0 

Do. 

25,000 

do. 

30,000 

27 

0 

1 

0 

1 

13 

8 

0 

9 

0 

a 

and for every additional Rs. 10,000 or 
part thereof in excess of Rs, 30,000,.. | 

9 

0 

0 ; 

4 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 


* Cl. ti) of Art, No. 13 has been re-enacted by Act VI. of 1910. 
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SCHEDULE l.—cotUi}iued. 


Description of Instrument. 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

BILL OF EXCHANGE-comW. 


(c) •sahere payable at more than one 
year after date or sight 

i The sante duty as a Bond (No. 15) 
for the same amount. 

54, BILL OF LADING {including 
a through bill of lading) 

Four annas. 

N. B.— li a ViW ot iading is drawn 
in parts, the proper stamp 
therefor must be borne by 
each one of the set. 


Exemptions : 

♦ 

(a) Bill of lading when the goods 
therein described are received 
at a place within the limits j 
of any ports as defined under | 
the Indian Ports Act, i88p.* 
and are to be delivered at 
another place within the 
limits of the same port. 


(d) Bill of lading when executed 
out of British India^ and 
relating to property to be de- 
livered in British India. 


15* BOND [as defined by section 2 (5)] 
not being a Debenture {No, 27) 
and not being otherwise provided 
for by this Act or by the Court 
Fees Act, iSyof — 

- 


* Act X. of 1889. 


t Act VII. of 1870. 
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SCHEDULE I. — continued. 


Description of Instrument. 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

IS* BONO 

— contd. 




^here the amount or value secured 
docs not exceed Rs. zo 1 

1 

1 

Two annas. 

where it exceeds Rs. ro, and does not 
exceed Rs. 50 ... 

Four annas. 

Do. 

so 

do. 

ZOO ... 

Eight annas. 

Do. 

too 

do. 

300 ... 

One rupee. 

Do. 

200 

do» 

300 ... 1 

One rupee eight annas. 

Do. 

"300 

do. 

400 ... 

Two rupees. 

Do. 

400 

do. 

500 ... 

Two rupees eight annas. 

Do. 

500 

do. 

600 

Three rupees. 

Do. 

600 

do. 

700 

Three rupees eight annas. 

Do. 

^QO 

do^ 

800 #.♦ 

\ Four rupees. 

Do. 

800 

do. 

goo ... 

\ 

i Four rupees eight annas. 

Do. 

900 

do. 

X yOOO 

; Five rupees. 

and for every Rs. 500 or part thereof 
in excess of Rs. 1,000 a*. 

Two rupees eight annas. 


See Administration-bond (No. 2), 
Bottomry-bond (No. 16), Cus- 
toms-bond (No. 26), Indemnity- 
bond (No. 34), Respondentia- 
bond (No. 36), Security-bond 
(No. 57 ). 
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SCHEDULE L’^conhnued. 


Description of Instrument, 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

15. BOND — concld. 


Exemptions : 

1 

1 

Bond, when executed by — 

i 

(a) headmen nominated under rules 
framed in accordance with 
the Bengal Irrigation Act, 
section pp^ for the due 
performance of their duties 
under that Act, 


(6) any person for the purpose of 
guaranteeing that the local 
income derived from private 
subscriptions to charitable 
dispensary or hospital, or any 
other object of public utility, 
shall not be less than a 
specified sum per mensem. 

1 


16. BOTTOMRY-BOND, that is to ! 
say, any instrument whereby the 
master of a sea-going ship borrows 
money on the security of the ship 
to enable him to preserve the 
ship, or prosecute her voyage 

The same duty as a Bond (No, /j) 
for the same amount. 

C AN C E L L AT I 0 N-Instru- 

M^NT OF (including any instru^ 
ment by which any instrument 
previously executed is cancelled) y 
if attested and not otherwise pro- 
vided for ••• ••• ..9 

Five rupees. 




^ Ben, Act III, of £876, 
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SCHEDULE 


DixSCRtPUos OF Instrument. 


Prophr Stamp-duty. 


17 * CANCELLATION — contd. 


Sec also Rulhask {No. 55J, Revo- 
cation or Settlement {No. sSB)^ 
SUKKENDER OF LeaSB {No. OJ)^ 
Revocation of Trust {No. O4B). 


iB. CERTIFICATE OF SALE (in 

respect of each property put up as 
a separate lot and sold) granted 
10 the purchaser of any properly 
sold by public auction by a Civil 
or Revenue Court or CoUecior 
or other Revenue-officer — 


(a) where the purchase^money does 

not exceed Rs. /o,.. T^o annas. 


(d) sober e the purchase •money ex^ 
cccds Rs. 10, 6ut does not 
exceed Rs. 2$ 


I Four anns 


(c) tn any other case 


' The same duty as a Conveyance 
(No. 23} for a consideration 
equal to the amount of the pur^ 
chase-money only. 


19 . CERTIFICATE OR OTHER 
DOCUMENT evidencing me 
right or title of the holder there- 
of, or any other person, either to 
any shares, scrip, or stock in or of 
any incorporated company or other 
body corporate, ot to hecewe pro- 
prietor of shares, scrip, or stock 
in or of any such Company or 
body •*# «•* **• 


One anna. 
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SCHEDULE h^continued. 


Description of Instrument. j Proper Stamp-duty. 


19. CERTIFICATE OR OTHER 
DOCUMENT— 


See also Letter of Allotment of 
Shares [No. 36), 


20t CHARTER-PARTY, that is to 
say, any instrument (except an 
agreement for the hire of a tug- 
steamer) whereby a vessel or some 
specified principal part thereof is 
let for the specified purposes of 
the charterer, whether it includes 
a penalty clause or not ••• ... One rupee. 


21 CHEQUE defined by section 2 

(7)3 ... ... I One anna. 


22. COMPOSITION-DEED, that 

IS to say, any instrument executed 
by a debtor whereby he conveys 
his property for the benefit of his 
creditors, or whereby payment of 
a composition or dividend on their 
debts is secured to the creditors 
or whereby provision is made for 
the continuance of the debtor's 
business under the supervision of 
inspectors, or under letters of 
license, for the benefit of his cre- 
ditors, ... ... ... Ten rupees, 

23. CONVEYANCE [as defined by 

section 2 (io)]. not being a Trans- 
fer, charged or exempted under 
No. 62 — 
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SCHEDULE l.—conHnmd. 


Description of Instrument 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

33. CONVEYANCE-w«W. 


^here the amount or value of the 


consideration for such conveyance 


as set forth therein does not ex- 


ceed Rs, 50 

Eight annas. 

vshere it exceeds Rs. 50 but does not 


exceed Rs. xoo 

One rupee. 

Do. too do. 200 

Two rupees. 

Do. 200 do. 300 

Three rupees. 

Do. 300 do. 400 

Four rupees. 

Do. 400 do. SCO 

Five rupees. \ 

Do. 500 do. 600 

Six rupees. 

Do^ 600 do, 700 

Seven rupees. 

Do. 700 do, 800 

Eight rupees. 

Do. 800 do. 900 

Nine rupees* 

Do. 900 do. ijooo 

Ten rupees. 

and for every Rs. 500 or part 


thereof in excess of Rs. 1,000 ... 

Five rupees. 

Exemption ; 


Assignment 0? copyright by entry 


made under the [ndtati Copyright 


Act^ x 847,^ sccticn 5. 


CO-PARTNERSHIP-DEED— 


See Partnership {No. 46). 



* Act XX. of 1847. 
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SCHEDULE L- 

—cofiiinued. 

Description of Instrument. 

Proper Stamp-duty, 

24. COPY OR EXTRACT certified 
to be a true copy or extract by, or 
by order of, any public officer, and 
not chargeable under the law* for 



the time being in force relating 
to court fees* 


ii) if the original was not 
chargeable with duty, or 
if the duty with which 
it was chargeable does 
not exceed one rupee 

(«) in any other case 
Exemptions ; 

(a) Copj of any paper which a pub* 
lie officer is expressly requir- 
ed by law to make or furnish 
for record in any public office, 
or for any public purpose. 

Copy of, or extract from, any 
register relating to births, 
baptisms, namings, dedica- 
tions, marriages, deaths, or 
burials. 

25. COUNTERPART OR DUPLI- 
C AT E of any instrument charge- 
able with duty, and in respect of | 
which the proper duty has been 
paid — 


Eight annas. 
One rupee; 


(a) if the duty with which the origi. 
nal iustrument is chargeable j 
does not exceed one rupee ; 




is P5ja3> 


(b) in any other case 


/ 

> /LTf ' 


• • Act VII. of 1870. 

t This new cl. (6) has been 
of the Exemptions from Art. No. 2 /, 

Acs 
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SCHEDULE 


Description of Instrument. 

; j(PROPER:StAM'pVDUTY;-' •' 

25. COUNTERPART OR DUPLI- 
C AT E—contd . — 

.. ■ ' '' Si' 

Exemption : 


Counterpart of any lease granted 
to a cultivator when such lease 
is exempted from duty. 

* . • '' i. • ' ^ 

26. CUSTOMS-BOND— 

' 

(0) ^here the amount does not ex~ \ 
ceed Rs. 1,000 

The same duty as a Bond {I^fo,' 
i 5) amount. 

(6) in any other case 

Five rupees. 

DEBENTURE (whether a mort- 
gage-debenture or not), being a 
marketable security transferable-— 

• 

{a) by endorsement, or by a separate 
instrument of transfer ; 

The same duty as Bond (No. IS) 
for the same amount. 

{b) by delivery ... ... 

Explanation — The term ' Debenture ^ in- 
cludes any interest coupons 
attached thereto, but the amount 
of such coupons shall not be in- 
cluded jn estimating the duty. 

The same duty as a Convey- 
ance (No. 23) for a considera- 
tion equal to the face amount 
of the debenture. . 

. 

Exemption : 


A debenture issued by an incorporated 
Company or other body corporate 
n terms of a|registered mortgage- 
deed, duly stamped in respect of 
the full amount of debentures to 

> - . . 1 A'..** 


* Art. 27, as it now stands, has been substituted for^6 original Art* ^ 

27 by Act VI. of 19x0- . 
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SCHEDULE continued. 


Description of Instrument. 


Proper Stamp-duty. 


S?. debenture— 


be issued thereunder, whereby the 
Company or body borrowing 
makes over, in whole or in pare, 
their property to trustees for the 
benefit of the debenture holders ; 
provided that the debentures so 
issued are expressed to be issued in 
terms of the said mortgage-deed. 

See also Bond {No 15) and sections 
8 and 55. 


DECLARATION OF ANY 
THUS T.—See Trust 
(No, 64 ) 




delivery ORDER IN RE- 
SPECT OF GOODS, that 
is to say, any instrument en- 
titling any person therein named, 
or his assigns, or the holder 
thereof, to the delivery of any 
goods lying in any dock or port, 
or in any warehouse in which 
goods are stored or deposited on 
rent or hire, or upon any wharf, 
such instrument being signed by 
or on behalf of the owner of such 
goods, upon the sale or transfer 
of the property therein, when 
such goods exceed in value twenty 
rupees ••• 


One anna. 


DEPOSIT OF TITLE 
DEEDS — “ Sec Agreement re- 
Istinp to Deposit of Title- 
deeds, Paw.n', or Pledge (N^o. 
6 )."* 


* The words quoted above have been 
fipure * See At^eemeni by exay of equitable 
1004, s. 8 (2). 


substituted for the words and 
mortgage {No. d)/ by Act XV. 
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SCHEDULE h~^con{imted. 


Descriptiom of 


Instrument. 


Proper Stamp-duty. 


33 ISSOLUTION OF PARTNER- 
SHIP . — See Partnership (iVo 
46). I 

29. DIVORCE — Instrument of, that j 
is to say any instrument by which 
any person effects the dissolution 
of hib marriage ... ... ... j One rupee. 

DOWER — Instniment of. See t 

Setii.kmknt (/Vo. 5<S). 


DUPLICATE — See 
(No. 25 J 


Counterpart 


ENTRY AS AN ADVOCATE. 
VAKIL. OR attorney 
ON THE ROLL OF ANY 
HIGH COURT in exercise of i 
power.? conferred on such Court 
by Letters Patent, or by the Legal 
Pracliuoncr.s Act, 1SS4* — 

[a) in the case of an Advocate or 

Vakil 

(b) in the case of an Attorney 

Exempt ton 

Entry of an advocate, vakil, or at- 
torney on the roll of any High 
Court when he has previously j 
been enrolled in a High Court. 


t t t 
EXCHANGE OF PROPER- 
TY. — Instrument of. 


Five hundred rupees. 

Two hundred and fifty rupees. 


The same duty as a CoNVEYANt 
(No. 23) for a consideratii 
equal to the value of the pr 
perty of greatest value as s 
forth in such instrument. 


* Act iX of 1884. 

t Here the entry " Equitabue Mortgage is omitted by Act XV. 0 
3904, s. 8 . (3) 
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SCHEDUI^ l,—coiiiinued. 


Dbscription of Instrument. 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

extract. — See Copy {No. 24). 


92 . FURTHER CHARGE— Instru- 
^ ment of. that is to say, ar.y in- 

strument imposing a further 
charge on mortgaged property 


(a) when the original mortgage is 
one of the description refer- 
ted to in clause (a) of article 
No. 40 {tnat is, with posses- 
sion} ; 

The same duty as a Conveyanck 
(N o. 23) for a consideration 
equal to the amount of the fur- 
ther charge secured by such in-^ 
strument. 

(i) when such mortgage is one of 
the description referred to in 
clause (6) of article No. 4^ 
{that is, without possession)— 


(i) if, at the time of execution of 
the instrument of further 
charge, possession of the 

property is given, or agreed 
to be given, under such tn- 
strument ; 

i 

The same duty as a Conveyance 
{No. 23) for a consideration 
equal to the total amount of the 
charge {including the original 
mortgage and any further charge 
already made) less the duty al^ 
ready paid on such original 
mortgage and further charge,. 

:: (it) if possession is not so given. 

, The same duty as a Bond (No* 
15) for the amount of the fur^^ 
ther charge secured by such in- 
strument. 
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SCHEDULE l^^^coniinued* 


Description op Instrument, 


Proper Stamp*duty, 


33. GIFT — Instrument of, being a 
Settlement {No, 58) or Will 
or Transfer {No, 62), 


The same duty as a Conveyance 
(No. 23) for a consideration 
equal to the value of the pro- 
perty as set forth in such instru- 
ment. 


HIRING agreement or agrees 
inentfor service — See Agreement 
(No, 5). 


34* INDEMNITY-BOND 


The same duty as a Security- 
bond (No. 57) for the same 
amount. 


JNSPECTORSHIP-DEED. ~ See 
Composition-deed {No^ 22), 


INSURANCE . — See Policy op In- 
surance {No, 47), 


35. LEASE, including an under-lease 
or Sub-lease and any agreement 
to let or sub^let — 


(<?) where, by such lease, the rent is 
fixed, and no premium is paid or 
delivered — 


(z; where the lease purports to be 
for a term of less than one 
year: 


The same duty as a Bond (No, 
/S) for the whole amount pay- 
able or deliverable under such' 
lease. 
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SCHEDULE 1 . — continued. 


Description of Instrument* 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

35. LEASE — contd. 


(«) where the lease purports to 
be for a term of not less than 
one year, but not more than 
three years : 

The same duty as a Bond (No. 
/5) for the amount or value of 
the average annual rent reserv- 
ed. 

{Hi) where the lease purports to 
be for a term in excess of 
three jears : 

The same duty as a Conveyance 
(No. 23) for a consideration 
equal to the amount or value of 
the average annual rent reserv- 
ed. 

1 / (i'y) where the lease does not pur- 
U port to be for any definite 

term* 

1 

The same duty as a Conveyance 
(No.23)for a consideration equal 
to the amount or value of the 
average annual rent which would 
be paid or delivered for the first 
ten years if the lease continued 
so long. 

(-y) where ike lease purports to be ' 
in perpetuity : 

The same duty as a Conveyance 
No. 23 for a consideration equal 
to one fifth of the whole amount 
of rents which would be paid or 
delivered in respect of the first 
fifty years of the lease. 

{b] where the lease is granted for a fine 
or premium or for money advanced^ 
and where no rent is reserved ; 

The same duty as a Conveyance 
(No. 23) for a consideration equal 
to the amount or value of such 
fine or premium or advance as 
set forth in the lease. 
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SCHEDULE \,—conHnued. 


Description of Instrument. 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

35. LEASE—fon^s?. 


(c) v/berethe lease 5 s granted for a fine or 
premium or for money advanced in 
addition to rent reserved 

The same duty as a Conveyance 
(No. 23) for a consideration 
equal to the amount or value of 
such fine or premium or advance 
as set forth in the lease, in addi- 
tion to the duty which would 
have been payable on such lease 
if no fine or ^xeramm or advance 
had been paid or delivered ; 


Provided that, in any case when 
an agreement to lease is stamp- 
ed with the ad-valorem stamp 
required for a lease, and a lease 
in pursuance of such agreemen 
is subsequently executed, the 
duty on such lease shall not ex- 
ceed eight annas. 

Exemptions : 


(fl) Lease executed in the case of a 
Cultivator, and for the ptirpcs- 
es of cultivation {including 
a lease of trees for the produc- 
tion of food or drink) without 
the payment or delivery of 
any fine or premium, when a 
definite term is expressed, 
and such term does not exceed 
one year, or when the average 
annual rent reserved does not 
exceed one hundred rupees; 
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SCHEDULE h—continned. 


Description of Instrument, Proper Stamp-duty. 



i 


[Act 11, 




ST AMI'. 

SCMEDU LE 1 .—coniirwed. 


Drrc^Mp:*io:.' Or iNntr'UMrNi. 


PriorKK S 


bMPDUtV. 


4r. MORTGAGE OF A CROP. 

clti hn^:^ 0 riy fcuhn> 

on** ,;f5 strufc 0 :r 

rrf^ f: r *i f *>/ ti I ru'Sii^ uf^" n { 

^ f*y rt " r i i*;:: c / « r rf ^ * *v f:et ft tr | 

th^ fr p it tr it rtcS in , 

iti t \** ihf ’ f t */ Q i* f \ 


{a) uen ih* {^'in i% re^:sy ^^*r nt'f * 
ik.zn t'zc-nih*^ 

i*,r A ihf ^ 

i 

i 

i 


/cr s?:ms ir'^ur^A r,rrjVJi*:r . 

... ... \ Ont (tnr,a. 

\ 


cud for ^'cvrv Rs. too cr p:ift ihrrfcf 


secured in excess of Rs, 20J ,,,, One annes 


{b) xvhen iftr lonn is rr/^.^vaA.V » 

than tfiree vtuttihs, htf j 
noi u:orr tfinrt ** eiif'drett | 


nonths/’^ from tke detr of 
the in$trufncni~ 

! i 

1 

1 

i 

for every suvi secured itai exceedinse 

1 

J-^ 

Rs. joo 

" Trva annas. 1 

* These words have been substituted for the \vords[ 

V. of 1906, 9 . 7 (e). 

t Substituted for *^/our annas by s. 

r. 

8 (s), Act XV 


-^one year ” by Aqt 
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SCHEDULE l.~coniinued. 


Description of Instrument. 


Proper Stamp-duty, 


4T. MORTGAGE OF A CROP.— 

conid. 


and for every Rs^ 1 00 or part thereof 
secured in excess of Rs, j 00 ,,, 


‘*Two annas.”* 


42. notarial act, that is to say, 
any instrument, endorsement, 
note, attestation, certificate, or 
entry 7tot beutg a Protest (No. 
50) made or signed by a Notary 
Public in the execution of the 
duties of his office, or by any other 
person lawfully acting as a Notary 
Public 


One Rupee, 


See also Protest of Bill or Note 
(No. 50). 


»43.t NOTE OR MEMORAN-- 
DUM sent by a Broker or Agent 
to his principal intimating the 
purchase or sale on account of 
such principal — 


(a) of any goods exceeding in value 
twenty rupees 

of any stock or marketable se- 
curity exceeding in value 
twenty rupees. 


Two annas. 


Subject to a maximum of ten 
rupees, one anna for every 
Rs, 10 ,000 or part thereof of 
the value of the stock oJ 
security," 


4- NOTE OF PROTEST BY 
THE MASTER OF A 
SHIP 


Eight annas. 


See also Protest by the Master of 
A Ship {No. 51). 


* Substituted for "four annas” by s. 8 (5), Act XV. of 1904, ” 

f The present Art. 43 has been substituted for the original bv Act 
n, 011910. ^ ^ ' 
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SCHEDULE 1. — continued. 


Description of Instrument. 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

ORDER FOR THE PAYMENT 
OF MONEY— 

See Bill of Exchange (No. 13). 


45. PARTITION— of [os 

defined by s. 2 (J' 5 )j 

The same duty as a Bond (No# 
75) for the amount of the value 
or the separated share or shares 
of the property* 


N, B.~The largest share remaining after the 
property is partitioned (or if there are tsso or 
■more shares of equal value, and not smaller 
than any of the other shares, then one of such 
equal shares) shall be deemed to be that from 
'which the other shares are separated : 


Provided al-ways that — 

(a) 'when an instrument of partition containing 
an agreement to divide property ■in seyera y 
is executed, and a partition is effected in 
suance of ,such agreement, the _ duty 

able upon the instrument effecting such parti- 
tion shall be reduced by the amount of duty 
paid in respect of the first instrument, but 
shall not be less than eight annas; 


(b) 'where land is held on Revenue 

a period not exceeding thirty years, and par 
ing the full assessment, the value 
pose of duty shall be calculated at not more 
than five times ike annual revenue , 

(c) -where a final order for 

passed by any Revenue-autkority orany tmt 

‘ hurt, or an award by an 

a partition, is a^nd an til- 
ed for an instrument ° „yr 

strument of partition, m pursuance of sued 

tdgZ aild, i, SS 

duty on such instrument shall not exc 
eight annas. 
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SCHEDULE L- 

-coniuiufd. 


Description of Instrument, 

Proper Stamp-dutv. ■ 

46. PARTNERSHIP— 



A.— Instrument of — 



(a) Tohere the capital of the partner- 
ship does not exceed 500.,. 

Twe rupees eight annas. 

( 5 ) in any other case ... 

Ten rupees. 


B. — Dissolution of 

Five rupees^ 


^'PAWN OR PLEDGE.~ 5 rc 
AGREEMENT relating to 

deposit of title- 
deeds, Pawn, or 

PLEDGE (No. 6;;*=^ | 



47. POLICY OFj INSURANCE— 



- 

If drawn singly. 

It drawn in 
duplicate, for 
each part. 

A.f — Sba-Insurance (see section 7) — 



(/) for or upon any voyage — 



(i) where the premium or con- 
sideration does not exceed 
the rate of two annas or 
one-eighth per centum of 
the amount insured by the 
policy ett ••• ••• 

•5 

One anna. 

Half an anna. 


* This entry has been inserted by Act XV. of 1904, 3 . 8 ( 6 ), 

: t In Art. 47, divisions A and B have been substituted for the onVinoT 
■by Act V. of 1906, s. 7 (j). original 
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[Act II? 


SCHEDULE i;— wn/mairf. 


DESCRfPTJOft OF InSTROMENT. 

Proper Stamp-put y. 


If drawn singly- 

If dvRvrn iur 
duplicate for ^ 
each part 

47. POLICY OF INSURANCE- 

cor.td. 



(li) m any other case, In respect 
of every full sum of one 
thousand rupees and also, 
any fractional part of one 
thousand rupees insured 
by the policy 

Ttvo annas. 

One anna. 

(jj) for tirnc*— 

(lii) in respect of every full sum 
of one thousand rupees and 
also any fractional part of 
one thousand rupees in* 
surtd by the policy — 
where the insurance shall | 
be made (or any time not 
exceeding six months 

Do. i 

Do. 

where the insurance shall 
be made for any time 
exceeding ^\x months, 
and not exceeding twelve 
months 

— Fire Insurance — 

i 

• 

Four annas* 

Two annas. 

— u* 



{X) in respect of an original policy — 



(i) when the sum insured docs 
not exceed Rs. 5,000 

Eight annas. 


(ii) in any other case *•» 

One rupee. 


and 

(2} in respect of each receipt for 
any payment of a premium 
on any renewal of an original 
policy* 

One-haU of the duty payable in 
respect of the original policy in 
addition to the amount, it any^ 
chargeable under No. 53. 

* In Art. 47, divisions A and B have been substituted for the original 
by Act V. of 1906, s. 7 (5). 
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SCHEDULE h^coniinued. 


Description of Instrument. 

Pro Pi- R Stamp'DUtt. 

}7. POLICY OF INSURANCE-^ 

contd, 

C.—Accident and Sickness xnsxtrance — 

- 

(a) against railsoay accident valid 
for a single journey only 

One anna. 

Exemption : 

1 

When issued to a passenger travel* 
ling by the initrmediaie or 
the third class tn any rail* 
roay. 


(5) in any other case — for the maxi* 
mam amount which may be- 
come payable in the case of 
any single accident or sick* 
ness where such amount docs 
not exceed Rs. /,000 and 
also where such amount ex* 
ceeds Rs. I poo, for every R$, 
i poo or part thereof 

Two annas. 

D.— Life Insurance or other Insur- 
ance not specifically pro- 
vided for j except such a 
Re-insurancr as is describ- 
ed in Division E of this arti- 
cle— 

i 

1 

for every sum insured not exceeding 
Rsn /,oco, and also for every 
Rs ipoo, or part thereof in* 
suredin excess of Rs, ipoo — 

1 

(i) if drawn singly 

Six annas. 


Act II., 1899.-6, 
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SCHEDULE l.-cohiwued. 


Description of Instrument. 


Proper Stamp-dutv^ 


48. POWER-OF-ATTORNEY [as 
defined by s. 2 U/jjJ not being 
a Proxy (No. 52)— 


'v' ,<(a) when executed for the sole pur- 
..V. pose of procuring the regis- 

tration of one or more docu- 
ments in relation to a single 
< transaction, or for admitting 

execution of one or more such 
documents ... ! 


Eight annas. 


. . \b) when required in suits or pro^ 
ceedings under the Pre^idanty 
Small Cause Courts Act^ 


Eight annas. 


(c) when authorizing one person or 
more to acc in a single trans- 
action other than the case 
mentioned in clause (a) ... One rupee. 


(ei) when authorizing not more than 
five persons to acc jointly 
and severally in more than 
one transaction or generally. Five rupees. 


(e) when authorizing more than five, 
but not more than ten, per- 
sons to act jointly and sever- 
ally in more than one trans- 
action, or generally 


Ten rupees. 


Act XV. of 1882. 
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SCHEDULE l.—coniinued. 


Description of Instrument. j 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

SI. PROTEST BY THE 
MASTER OF A SHIP, that 
is to say, any declaration of the 
particulars of her voyage drawn 
up by him with a view to the 
adjustment of losses or the cal- 
culation of averages, and every 
declaration in writing made by 
him against the charterers or the 
consignees for not loading or 
unloading the ship, when such 
declaration is attested or certified 
by a Notary Public or other per- 
son lawfully acting as such ... | 

One rupee. 


See also Note of Protest by the 
Master of a Ship {No. 44). 


S2. PROXY, empowering any person 
to vote at any one election of 
the members of a District or Local 
Board^ or of a body of Municipal 
Commissioners, or at any one 
meeting of (a) Members of an 
tncorporated Company or other 
body corporate whose stock or 
funds is or are divided into shares 
and transferable, {b) a Local 
Authority^ or [c) Proprietors, 
Members, or Contributors to the 
funds of any Institution 


One anna. 


53^ receipt [as defined by s. 2 
fur any money or other 
property, the amount or value 
of which exceeds twenty rupees. 


One anna. 
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SCHEDULE l.—coniinued. 


1 

Description of I^^sTRUMENT. 

Proper Stawp-outv.' 

53. RECEIPT — contd. 

■ - • 

Exemptions : 


Receipt— 


(a) endorsed on, or contained in, any 
instrument duly stamp? d, or 
exempted under ihe proviso 
to $,3 \tn$lruvicnis executed 
on behalf of the Governvtent)^ 
acknowledging? the receipt of 
the consideration-m 0 n e y 
therein expressed, or the re- 
ceipt of any principal money 
interest, or annuity, or other 
periodical payment thereby 
secured ; 

i 

l 

} 

1 

r 

1 

i 

( 5 ) for any payment of money with- ’ 
out consideration ; 


(r) for any payment of rent by a 
cultivator on account of land 
assessed to Government re- 
venue, or (in the Presidencies 
of Fort St. George and Bom- 
bay) of inam lands ; 


id) for pay or alloioaitces by non- 
commissioned officers or sol- 
diers of Her Majesty’s Army 
or Her Majesty’s Indian 
Army, when serving in such 
capacity, or by mounted police- 
constables ; j 

- 
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SCHEDULE l.—conit’nued. 


Description of Instrument. 


S3. RECEIPT — contd^ 

ExempHons^conid 


Proper Stamp* duty. 


{e) given by holders of family-cer- 
tificates in cases where the 
person, from whose pay or 
allowances the sum com- 
prised in the receipt has been 
assigned, is a non-commis- 
sioned officer or soldier of 
either of the said Armies 
and serving in such capacity ; 


{/) for pensions or allowances by 
persons receiving such pen- 
sions or allowances in re- 
spect of their service as such 
non commissioned officers or 
soldiers, and not serving the 
Government in any other 
capacity ; 


given by a headman or lambar- 
dar for land revenue or taxes 
collected by him ; 


(^) given for money or securities 
for money deposited in the 
hands of any banker, co be 
accounted for ; 


Provided that the same is not ex- 
pressed to be received of, or 
by the hands of, any other 
than the person to whom the 
same is to be accounted for ; 
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SCHEDULE h-^conlinu£d. 


Description of Instrument. 

Proper Stamp-duty. 

53* RECEIPT — concld. 


Exemptions — co n c I d . 


Provided also that this exemption 
shall not extend to a receipt 
or acknowledgment for any 
sum paid or deposited for or 
upon a letter of allotment of 
a share or in respect of a call 
upon any scrip or share of 
or in any incorporated Com- 
pany or other body corporate^ 
or suck proposed or intended ; 
Company or hodvt or in te^ 
sped of a debenture being a 
marketable security* 

I 

“ See also Policv of Insurance [No. 

47. 


54. re-conveyance of 

MORTGAGED PROPER- 
TY— 


(a) if the consideration for which 
the property was mortgaged 
does not exceed Rs. i,oco. 

The same duty as a Conveyance 
(No. 23 ) for the amount 01 such 
consideration as set lorth in the 
Reconveyance. 

(^) in any other case 

Ten rupees# 

55* RELEASE, that is to say, any in- 
strument ** (not being such a re- 
lease as is provided for by sec- 
tion i33A)*'t whereby a person re- 
nounces a claim upon another 
person, or against any specified 
property — 



* This note is added to Art. 53 by Act V. Act XV, 

f These parenthesied words above quoted are insertea y 

tf 1904, s. 8 (7). 
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t>! 1899.3 

SCHEDULE 1.- continue'!. 


Description of Instrument. Proper Stamp-duty. 


55. RELEASE — contd. 

(a) if the amount or value of the j The same duty as a Bond (N'o* 
claim does not exceed Rs. 15) for such amount or value as 
1,000. set forth in the Release. 

( 5 ) in any other case ... Five rupees. 


J6. RESPONDENTIA.BOND, that The seme duly as a Bond (No. 
is to say, any instrument secur- IS) Jot the amount of tke loatt 
ing a Joan on the cargo laden or secured^ 
to be laden on board a ship, and 
making repayment contingent on 
the arrival of the cargo at the 
port of destination. 


REVOCATION OF ANY TRUST 
OR SETTLEMHNT.-* 5 r^ 
Settlement {No, Trust 

{No, 64], 


57. SECURITY BOND OR MORT. 

GaGE-DEED executed by way 
of security for the due execution 
of an office, or to account for 
money or other property received 
by virtue thereof, or executed by 
a surety to secure the due per^ 
formance of a contract — 

{a) when the amount secured does The same duty as a Bond (No. /5j 
not exceed Rs. 1,000. for the amount secured. 


( 3 ) in any other case ... 


Five rupees. 
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SCHEDULE I. — continued. 


Description of Instrument. Proper Stamp-duty. 

57. SECURITY-BOND OR MORT- 
GAGE-DEED— 


Exemptions : 

Bond or other instruments jwhen exe- 
cuted— 

(c) by headmen nominated under 
rules framed in accordance 
with the Bengal IrrigafiGn 
Act, 1876,*^ section 99, for 
the due performance of their 
duties under that Act ; 

{6) by any person for the purpose 
of guaranteeing that the local 
income derived from private 
subscriptions to a charitable 
dispensary or hospital or any 
other object of public utility 
shall not be less than a spe- 
cified sum per mensem; 

ic) under No, 2^ A of the Rules made 
hy the GoDetrnor of Bombay in 
Council under section 70 of 
the Bombay Irrigation Act^ 


(<i) executed by persons taking ad- 
vances under the Land Im- 
provement Loans Act, 1883! 
or the Agriculturists^ foans 
Act 1884,^ or by their sure- 


ties, as security for the repay- 
ment of such advances ; 


^ Ben, Act IIL of 1876. 
t Bom. Act V. of 1879 


+ Act XIX. of 1S83. 
§ Act XII. of 1884. 
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Description of Instrument. 

PpvOPER Stamp- DUTY. 

57. SECURITY BONDORMORT- 
GaGE-DEED — coticld. 


Exevipiiojis — conid, : 

. . - 

ie) eKecutod by officers of Govern- 
ment or their sureties to se- 
cure the due execution of an 
office or the due accounting 
for money «r other property 
received b/ viriuc thereof. 

j 

58. SETTLEMENT-. 


A — Instrument of {includinp^ a 
deed of doiucr) .»» 

The same duty ns n Bond (No, 75) 
i for a sum equal to the amount 
or value of the properly settled 
as set fonh in such Soulcment: 

Exempiions : 

Provided that, vchete an agree* 
ment to settle is stamped witk 
the stamp required /or an in-- 
slrumcnt of settlement, and an 
instrument of settlement in pur* 
sunvee of such agreement is sub^ 
Sfguenily rxrcuted, the duty on 
such instruvtcnt shall net exceed 
eight annas. 

(a) Deed of Dower executed on the 
occasion of a marriage be- 
tween Muhammadans ; 


(^) Hludnnsa, that is to say^ any 
sciilement 0/ immoveable pro^ 
Perty executed by a Buddhxd 
in Burma for a religious fttr^ 
pose, in which ^ no value has 
** dren specified, and on which a 

duty of R$„ 10 has been paid. 

. A 
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SCHEDULE L— continued. 


Descriphon of Instrument. 


I 

Proper Stamp^outv. 


S8, SETTLEUENT^-conid. 


J3 — Revocation of 


See also Trust {No, 64). 


The same duty as a Bond [No, 1 $) 
for a sum equal id the amount 
or value of the property concern^ 
ed as set forth in the instruvtcni 
of Revocation, but not exteeding 
ten rupees. 


59- SHARE-WARRANTS to bear- 
er issued under the Indian Com- 
panies Act, 18S2* ... 


Exemption : 


» One and a half Hines "t the duty 
P'iyable on a ConvkvanCR [No. 

for a cartsideration equal to 
the nominal amount of the 
shares specified in the warrant. 


Share-warrant when issued by a Com- 
pany in pttrsttance of the 
Indian Companies Act , J882f 
section ^0, to have effect only 
upon payment i as composition 
for that duty, to the Collector 
of Stamp-revenue, of — 

{a) •* one and a half per centum 
of the whole subscribed 
capital of the Company, or, 

(A) if any Company, which has paid 
the said duty or composition 
in full, subsequently issues 
an addition to its subscribed 
capital---*^ one and a half^^i 
per centum of the additional 
capital so issued, 

•SCRIP, — See Certificate [No, /p). 


Act VI. of 1882. ♦! V, A A.V Vl fif {OtO. 

t Substituted for the words three quarters by Act • 9 
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SCHEDULE l.—conhnutd. 


Description of Instrument. 


fio. SHIPPING ORDER for or relat- 
ing to the conveyance ot 
goods on board of any Vessel. 

61 SURRENDER OF LEASE— 

(fl) when the duty with which the 
lease is chargeable does not 
exceed five rupees. 

{b) in any .other case 

Exemption : 

Surrender of lease, when such lease 
is exempted Irom duty. 


Proper Stamp duty* 


One anna. 


The duty with which such lease is 

chargeable. 

Five rupees. 


62. TRANSFER— 


(tf) of shares in an incorporated 
Company or other body cor* 
poraie* 


(b) of debentures being marketable 
securities, whether the de- 
benture is liable to duty or 
not, except debentures pro- 
vided for by section 8 . 

{c) of any interest secured by a 
Bond, Mortgage.detd, or 
Policy of Insurance — 

(1) if the duty on such Borjd» 
Mortgage-deed, or Policy 
does not exceed five rupees. 


One half'** of the duty payable 
on a Conveyance (no. 23) for 
a consideration equal to the value 
of the share, 

** One half'*^ of the duty payable 
on a Conveyance kNo, 23} fora 
consideration equal to the fact 
amount of the aehentures. 


The duty with which such Bond| 
Mortgage-deed, or Policy of In- 
surance is chargeable. 


ii) in any other case 


Five rupees. 


{d) of any properly under the 
ministrator* Generals 
i874,t section 31. 


Ad- 


Ten rupees. 


Act, 


* Substituted for " one quarter” by Act VI. of 1910. 

-f Act II. of 1874. 
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SCHEDULE !.■ 

— continued 

Description of Instrument. 

^.Proper Stamp-Dutv, 

-62. TRANSFER— 


(e) of any trust-property without 
consideraciun Irom one trus- 
tee to another trustee, or from 
a trustee to a beneficiary 

Five rupees or such smaller amount 
as may be chargeable under 
clauses {ja} to (r) of this article^ 

Exemptions : 


Transfers by endorsement— ^ 


(a) of a bill of exchange, cheque, or 
promissory note ; 


(6) of a bill of lading, delivery order ^ 
warrant for goods, or other 
mercantile document of title 
to goods ; 

• 

{c) of a policy of insurance; 


{d) of securities of the Government 
of India. 

1 


K See also section 8. 


€3, TRANSFER OF LEASE by 
way of assignment, and not by 
way of under-lease. 

The same duty as a Conveyance 
(No. 23) for a consider attest 
equal to the amount of the cott^ 
sideration for the Transfer » 

Exemption : 

Transfer of any lease exempt from duty* 

j 

64. TRUST— 

• A, — Declaration of — of or concerning 
any property when made by any 
writing not being a Will. 

The same duty as a Bond (No. tS) 

for a sum equal to the amount 
or value of the property con* 
cerned as set forth in the 
strument, but not exceeding n • 
teen rupees. 
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SCHEDULE h— concluded. 


Description’ of Isstrumen'T- 

Proper Stamp-dotv. 

64, TRUST— coufd. 

BI^Rkvocatjon of — of or concerning 
any property xvhett made by any 
inbtrument other than a Will. 

1 

The same duty as a Bond {No.ry) 
for a sum equal to the amount 
or value of the property concern- 
ed as set forth in the instrument, 
but not exceeding ten rupees. 

See also Skttlemirnt [No, sS)<. 


VALUATION. — See Appraisement 
[No, 8). 


VAKIL.—Sce Entry as a Vakil 
[No. JO). 


^S. WARRANT FOR GOODS, that 

is to say, any instrument evi- 
dencing the title of any person 
therein named, or his assigns or 
the holder tncrsof, to the property 
in any goods lying in or upon any ; 
dock, warehouse, or whnri, such i 
instrument being signed orcerti* i 
fied by or on behalf of the person 
in whose custody such goods 
‘ ma^ be. 

Four annas. 






STAMP. 


[Actll, 


p6 


SCHEDULE II.* 

Enactments repealed. 


(See sec/ion jrp.) 


D 

Year. 

Short tide* 

Extent of repeal , , 

/. 

VJ. 

IX. 

/. 

V. 

1S7Q ... 

1882 ... 

iSS^- ... 

1SS8 ... 

Tl 

The Indian Stamp Act^ 
1879. 

Indian. Companies Act^ 
1882. 

The Legal Practitioners 
Acif 1S84. 

The Indian Stamp Act 
(1879) Amendment Act 
j888. 

The Iniientions and De^> 
signs Actj 1S88* 

The •whole. 

Section 35, 

Section 10, 
e 

The ivhole. 

So much of the First Sche* 
dule as relates to the In» 
dian Stamp Act, 1879 [L 
of 1879). 

XVlIl. 

1) ••• 

The Burma Financial Com* 
7 ?tissioners Acty j888. 

So much of the Schedule as 
relates to the Indian Stamp 
Act, 1879 (L of 1879). 

VI. 

z88g ... 

The Probate and Adminis* 
traiion Act, 1889, 

Sztb*seciions (3) and {4) of 
section 18. 

XX. 

i8go ... 

ThcNorih-Wesiern Provin'> 
CCS a7td Oudh Act, 18 go. 

\ So much of section 38 as 
relates to the Indian Stamp 
Act, 1879 (r. of 1879), 

' xri. 

i8gi ... 

The Repealing and Amen* 
ding Act, iSgi. 

So muck of pari L of the 
First and Second Seke* 
dules as relates to the In* 
dian Stamp Act, 1879 
of 1879)- 

VI. 

x8g4 ... 

The Indian Stamp Act 
{1879) Amendment Act, 

T894 

Xhe 'whole. 

XIII. 

i8g7 ... 

The Indian Stamp Act 
U879) Amendment . Act, 

1897. 

The whole. 

— — — — V 


• Newly inserted. 
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act X'IO. X. OF 1865 : 

The Indian Succession Act, 1865. 


arrangement of SECnONS. 


PART K 
Prkliminaky, 

Shctjons. 

1. Short title* 

2. Act to constitute law of British 

India in cases of intestate or 
testamentary succession. 

3. Inierprelation*clause, 

4. Interests and powers not ac- 

quired nor lost by marriage. 

PART II. 

Of DoMictLK. 

5. Law regulating succession to 

deceased personas immoveable 
and moveable property re- 
spectively. 

6. One domicile only affects suc- 

cession to moveables. 

7. Domicile of origin of person of 

legitimate birth. 

8. Domicile of origin of illegiti- 

mate child. 

9. Continuance of domicile of 

origin. 

10. Acquisition of new domicile. 

11. Special mode of acquiring 

domicile in British India. 

12. Domicile not acquired by resi- 

dence as representative of 
foreign Government, or as 
part of his family. 

13. Continuance of new domicile. 

14. Minor*s domicile. 


Srctions. 

15. Domicile acquired by woman 

on marriage. 

16. Wife’s domicile during mar- 

riage. 

17. Minor’s acquis’uion of new 

domicile. 

18. Lunatic’s acquisition of new' 

domicile. 

19. Succession to moveable pro- 

perty in British India in ab- 
sence of proof of domicile 
elsewhere. 


PART III. 

Of Consanguinity. 

20. Kindred or consanguinity. 

21. Lineal consanguinity, 

22. Collateral consanguinity. 

23. Persons Id for purpose of 

succession to be similarly re- 
lated to deceased. 

24. Mode of computing degrees of 

kindred. 


PART IV. 

Of Intestacy, 

25. As to what property deceased 

considered to have died in- 
testate. 

26. Devolution of such property.— 

27. Where intestate has left widow 

and lineal descendants, or 
widow and kindred only, or 
widow and no kindred ; 
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Sections. 

28. Where intestate has left no 
widow, and where he has left 
no kindred. 


PART V. 

O? TH8 Distribution of an 
Intestate's Property — 

(a.) — Where he has left Lineal 
Descendants : 

29. Rules of distribution.—- 

30. Where intestate has left child 

or children only: 

31. Where intestate has left no 

child, but grandchild or grand* 
children ; 

32. Where intestate has left only 

great-grandchildren or re- 
moter lineal descendants: 

33. Where intestate leaves lineal 

descendants not all in same 
degree of kindred to him, and 
those through whom the more 
remote descend are dead ; 

(J .) — Where the lutestaie has left 
no Lineal Descendants : 

34. Rules of distribution where 

intestate has left no lineal 
descendants : 

3 S* Where intestate's father living. 

36. Where intestate's father dead, 

but his mother, brothers, and 
sisters living : 

37. Where intestate^s father dead, 

and his mother, a brother or 
sister, and children of any 
deceased brother or sister 
living: 

38. Where intestates father dead, 

and his mother and children 
of any deceased brother or 
sister living: 

39. Where intestate's father dead, 

but his mother living, and no 
brother, sister, nephew, or 
niece : 


Sections. 

40. Where intestate has left neither 
lineal descendant, nor father, 
nor mother: 

,41. Where intestate has left neither 
, lineal descendant, nor parent, 
nor brother, nor sister. 

42. Children's advancements not 
to be brought into hotchpot. 


PART VI. 

Of the Effect of Marriage and 
Marriagh-settlements ok 
Property. 

43» Rights of widower and widow 
respectively. 

44, Effect of marriage between per- 

son domiciled, and one not 
domiciled, in British India. 

45. Settlement of minor's property 

in contemplation of marriage. 


PART VIL 

Of Wills and Codicils. 

46. Persons capable of making 

wills. 

47. Testamentary guardian. 

4$, Will obtained by fraud, coer- 
cion, or importunity. 

49. Will may be revoked or altered 

PART VUL 

Of the Execution of Unprivi- 
leged Wills. 

CO. Execution of unprivileged wills- 
51. Incorporation of papers by re- 
ference. 


PART IX. 


52- 

S 3 * 


!• Privileged Wills. 

ileged will- , r ^ 

ie of making, and rules for 
routing, privileged wills. 
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Sections. 

PART X. 

Or THE Attestation, Revocation, 
Alteration and Revival or 
Wills. 

54. Effect o£ gift to attesting wit- 

ness. 

55. Witness not disquahfied by 

interest or by being executor. 

56. Revocation of will by testator’s 

marriage. 

Power ot appointment defined. 

57. Revocation of unprivileged will 

or codicil. 

58. Effect of obliteration, interline- 

ation, or alteration in unpri- 
vileged will. 

59. Revocation of privileged will 

or codicil. 

60. Revival of unprivileged will. 
Extent of revival of will or co- 
dicil partly revoked and after- 
wards wholly revoked. 


PART XL 

Of the Construction or, W ills. 

61. Wording of will. 

62. Inquiries to determine questions 

as to object or subject of will. 

63. Misnomer or misdescription of 

object. 

64. -When words may be supplied. 

65. Rejection of erroneous particu- 

lars in description of subject. 
r66. When part of description may 
not be rejected as erroneous. 

67. Extrinsic evidence admissible 

in case of latent ambiguity. 

68. Extrinsic evidence inadmissible 

in cases of patent ambiguity 
or deficiency. 

69. Meaning of clause to be collect- 

ed from entire will. 

70. When words may be under- 

stood in restricted sense, and 
' when in sense wider than 
usual. 

71. Which of two possible construc- 

tions preferred. 


Sections. 

72. No part rejected if it can ^be 

reasonably construed, 

73. Interpretation of words repeated 

in different parts of will. 

74. Testator's intention to be effec* 

tuated as far as possible. 

75. The last of two inconsistent 

clauses prevails. 

76. Will or bequest void for uncer- 

tainty, 

77. Words describing subject refer 

to property answering descrip- 
tion at testator's death. 

78. Power of appointment executed 

by general bequest. 

79. Implied gift to objects of power 

in default of appointment, 

80. Bequest to heirs/^ etc., of par- 

ticular person without quali- 
fying terms. 

8i« Bequest to ’'representatives,'^ 

[ &c., of patUculac person. 

82. Bequest without woids of limi-^ 

tation, 

83. Bequest in alternative. 

84. Effect of Words describing a class 

added to bequest to a person. 

85. Bequest to class of persons un- 

der general description only, 

86. Construction of terms. 

87. Words expressing relationship 

denote only legitimate relat- 
ives, or, failing such relativeSi 
reputed legitimate, 

88. Rules of construction where will 

j purports to make two be- 

quests to same person. 

89. Constitution of residuary 

legatee. 

90. Property to which residuary le- 

gatee entitled. 

91. Time of vesting of legacy in 

general terms. 

92* In what case legacy lapses, 
i 93 ’ Legacy does not lapse if one of 
two joint legatees die before 
testator, 

94. Effect of words showing testa- 
tor's intention to give distinct 
shares. ? 
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Sections. 


Sections. 


‘95* When lapsed share goes as un- 
disposed of. 

96, When bequest to testator’s child 

or lineal descendant does not 
lapse on his death in testator’s 
lifetime. 

97, Bequest to A for benefit of B 

does not lapse by A’s death. 

98, Survivorship in case of bequest 

to described class. 


PART XII. 


no. One of two separate and in- 
dependent bequests to some 
person may be accepted j and 
the other refused. 


PART XV. 

Of Contingent Bequests. 

Ill, Bequest contingent upon speci* 
fied uncertain event no time 
being mentioned for its occur- 


Of Void Bequests. j 

99. Bequest to person by particular ! 

description, who is not in 
existence at testator'^s death. 

100. Bequest to person not in exist- 

ence at testator’s death, subject 
to prior bequest, 

101. Rule against perpetuity, 

102. -Bequest to a class, some of 

whom may come under rules 
in sections lOO and lOl. 

103. Bequest to take effect on failure 

of bequest void under sections 
100, loi, or 102, 

104. Effect of direction for accumu- 

lation. 

105. Bequest to religious or charit- 

able uses. 


PART xin. 

Of the Vesting of Legacies. 

106. Date of vesting of legacy when 

payment or possession post- 
poned. 

107. Date of vesting when legacy 

contingent upon specified un- 
certain event 

108. Vesting of interest in bequest 

to such members of a class as 
shall have attained particular 
age. 


PART XIV. 

Of Onerous Bequests. 
109* Onerous bequest. 


rence. 

112. Bequest to such of certain per- 
sons as shall be surviving at 
some period not specified. 


part xvl 

Of Conditional Bequests* 

3, Bequest upon impossible con- 

dition. ^ 

4. Bequest upon illegal or immo- 

ral condition. 

Fulfilment of condition prece- 
dent to vesting of legacy. 

6. Bequest to A and on failure 0 

prior bequest, to B. 

7. When second Request no 

' take effect on failure of first. 

8. Bequest over, 

happening or not _kapP«' S 

of specified uncertain event. 

9. Coition must be strictly ful- 

.0. OHginal bequest not affected 
■ by invalidity of secomi 

specified uncertain event sha 
happen or not fiaPP®"' . 

>3 Such condition must not be in 

matter to go over. 
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Sections. 

124, Performance of condition, pre- 
cedent or subsequent, within 
specified time. 

Further time in case of fraud. 


PART XVII. 

Of Bequests with Directions as 
TO Application or Enjoyment. 

125. Direction that fund be employed 

in particular manner following 
absolute bequest of same to or 
for benefit of any person. 

126. Direction that mode of enjoy- 

ment of absolute bequest is to 
be restricted to secure speci- 
fied benefit for legatee. 

127. Bequest of fund for certain pur- 

poses some of which cannot 
be fulfilled. 

PART XVIIL 

Of Bequests to an Executor, 

128. Legatee named as executor can- 

not take unless he shows in- 
tention to act as executor. 


PART XIX. 

Of Specific Legacies. 

129. Specific legacy defined. 

130. Bequest of sum certain where 

stocks, &c., in which invested 
are described. 

131. Bequest of stock where testator 

had, at date of will, equal or 
greater amount of stock of ' 
same kind, 

132. Bequest of money where not 

payable until part of testator’s 
property disposed of in certain 
way. 

133* When enumerated articles not 
deemed specifically -‘bequeath- 
ed. 

134. Retention, in form, of specific 
bequest to several persons in 
succession. 


Sections, 

133. Sale and investment of proceeds 
of property bequeathed to two 
or more persons in succes- 
sion, 

136. Where deficiency of assets to 
pay legacies, specific legacy 
not to abate with general lega- 
cies. 


PART XX. 

Of Demonstrative Legacies, 

137, Demonstrative legacy defined. . 

138. Order of payment when legacy 

directed to be paid out of fund^ 
the subject of specific legacy. 


PART XXL 

Of Ademption of Legacies, 

139. Ademption explained. 

140, Non-ademption of demonstra- 

tive legacy. 

141. Ademption of specific bequest 

of right to n ceive something 
from third party. 

142, Ademption pro ianto by testa** 

tor’s receipt of part of entire 
thing specifically bequeathed, 
t43* Ademption pro ianto by testa- 
tor’s receipt of portion of en- 
tire fund, of which portion has 
been specifically bequeathed. 

144. Order of payment where portion 

of fund specifically bequeath- 
ed to one legatee, and legacy 
charged on same fund to an- 
other, and. testator having 
received portion of that fund, 
remainder insufficient to pay 
both legacies. 

145. Ademption where stock specifi- 

cally bequeathed . does not 
exist at testator’s death. ^ 

146. Ademption pro ianto wherfe^ 

stock specifically bequeathed 
exists in part only at testa- 
tor’s death. 
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Sections. 

147 - Non-adeiription of specific 
bequest of goods described as 
connected with certain place 
by reason of removal. 

,148. When removal of thing be- 
queathed does not constitute 
ademption, 

549* When thing bequeathed is a 
valuable to be received by 
testator from third person, 
and testator himself or his 
representative receives it, 

150. Change by operation of law 
of subject of specific bequest 
between date of will and tes- 
tator* s death. 

^5** Change of subject without testa- 
tor’s knowledge. 

Stock specifically bequeathed, 
lent to third party on condi- 
tion that it be replaced, 

153. Stock, specifically bequeathed, 
sold, but replaced and belong- 
ing to testator at his death. 


iPART XXII. 

Of the Payment of Liabilities 
IN respect of the Subject 
OF A Bequest. 

154. Non-iiability of executor to 

exonerate specific legatees. 

155. Completion Of testator's title to 

things bequeathed to be at 
costs of his estate- 

156. Exoneration of legatee’s im- 

moveable property for which 
land-revenue or rent payable 
priodically. 

Exoneration of specific legatee’s 
stock in Joint Stock Company. 


PART XXIII, 

Of Bequests of Things Described 
IN General Terms. 

S58. Bequest of thing described in 
general terms. 


Sbctions. 

PART XXIV. 

Of Bequests of the Interests ov 
Produce of a Fund. 

159* Bequest of interest or produce 
of fuTid, 


PART XXV. 

Of Bequests of Annuities. 

1 6 0. Annuity created by will payable 

for life only unless contrary 
intention appears by will. 

161. Period of vesting where will 

directs that annuity be pro- 
vided out of proceeds of pro- 
perty, or out of property gener- 
ally, or where money be- 
queathed to be invested in 
purchase of annuity. 

162. Abatement of annuity. 

163- Where gift of annuity and 
residuary gift, whole aonuity 
to be first satisfied. 


I PART XXVJ. 

Of Legacies to Creditors and 

PORTIONHRS. 

164. Creditor prima facte entitled 

to legacy as well as debt, 

165. Child prtma facie entitled to 

legacy as well as portion, 

166. No ademption by subsequent 

provision for legatee. 
— 

j PART XXV ll. 

Of Election. 

167. Circumstances in which election 

takes place. 

168. Devolution of interest renn- 

quished by owner. 

l6p. Testator’s belief as to his owners 
ship immaterial. 

170. Bequest for man’s benefit how re- 
warded for purpose of election, 
xyr. Person deriving benefibindirect- 
ly not put to election! 
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Sections. 

172. Person taking in individual ca- 
V pacity under will may, in other 
character, elect to take in 
opposition. 

.173. When acceptance of benefit 
given by will constitutes elec- 
tion to take under will. 

174. Presumption arising from enjoy- 

ment by legatee for two years. 

175. Confirmation of bequest by act 

of legatee. 

176. When testator’s representatives 
* may call upon legatee to elect. 

Effect of non-compliance. 

177. Postponement of election in 

case of disability. 


PART XXVIII. 

Of Gifts in Contemplation 
OF Death. 

178. Property transferable by gift 
made in contemplation of 
death 

When gift said to be made in 
contemplation of death. 

Such gift resum able. 

When it fails. 


PART XXIX. 

OF Grant of Probate and Letters 
OF Administration. 

179. Character and property of exe- 

cutor or administrator as such. 

180, Administration with copy an- 

nexed of authenticated copy 
of will proved abroad, 
x8i. Probate only to appointed ex- 
ecutor. 

182, Appointment, express or impli- 

ed. 

183, Persons to whom probate can- 

not be granted. 

184, Grant of probate to several exe- 

cutors simultaneously or at 
different times. 

^85, Separate probate of codicil 
discovered after grant of pro- 
bate. 


Sections. 

Procedure when different oxe* 
cutors appointed by codicil. 

186. Accrual of representation to 

surviving executor. 

187. Right as executor or legatee 

when established, 

188. Effect ol probate. 

189. To whom administration may 

not be granted. 

190. Right to intestate’s property 

when established, 

191. Effect of letters of adminis- 

tration. 

192 Acts not validated by adminis- 
tration. 

193. Grant of administration where 

executor has not renounced. 
Exception, 

194. Form and effect of renunciation 

of executorship, 

195. Procedure where executor re- 

nounces or fails to accept 
within time limited, 

196. Grant of administration to uni- 

versal or residuary legatee. 

197. Right to administration of re- 

presentative of deceased re- 
siduary legatee, 

198. Grant of administration where 

no executor, nor residuary 
legatee, nor representative of 
such legatee. 

199. Ci’ation before grant of adminis- 

tration to legatee other than 
universal or residuary. 

200. Order in which connections-en- 

titled to administer. 

201. Administration to widow unless 

Court see cause to exclude her. 

202. Association with widow in ad- 

ministration. 

203. Administration where no widow 

or widow excluded. 

Proviso. 

204. Title of kindred to administra- 

( Cion. 

205. Right of widower to adminstra- 

tion of wife’s estate, 

206. Grant of administration rto 

creditor. 
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Sections. 

207 . Administration where property 
left in British India. 


PART XXX. 

Of Limited Grants. 

{a^)--^Gra7tts Ihniicd in Dtiraiion* 

208. Probate of copy or draft of lost 

will. 

209. Probate of contents of lost or 

destroyed will. 

210. Probate of copy where original 

exists. 

211. Administration until will pro- 

duced. 

{b.J-^Grants for the Use and Benefit 
of Others havhtg Right. 

212. Administration, with will an- 

ne.xcd; to attorney of absent 
executor. 

213. Administration^ with will an- 

nexed, to attorney of absent 
person who, if present, would 
be entitled to administer. 

21(4. Administration to attorney of 
absent person entitled to ad- 
minister in case of intestacy. 

215. Administration during minority 

of sole executor or residuary 
legatee. 

216. Administration during minority 

of several executors or resi- 
duary legatees. 

217. Administration for use and 

benefit to lunatic habens. 

218. Administration pendente lite. 

Special Purposes. 

219. Probate limited to purpose 

specified in will. 

220. Administration with will annex- 

ed limited to particular pur- 
pose, 

221. Administration limited to pro- 

perty in which person has 
beneficial interest. 

222. Administration limited to suit. 


Sections. 


223. Administration limited to pur- 

pose of becoming party to 
suit to be brought against ad- 
ministrator. 

224. Administration limited to col- 

lection and preservation of 
deceased's property. 

225. Appointment, as administrator, 

of person other than one who, 
under ordinary circumstances, 
would be entitled to adminis- 
tration, ^ 

— Grants i^ith Exception* 

226. Probate or administration with 

will annexed subject to ex- 
ception. 

227. Administration with exception. 


{e.)---Grnnts of the Rest 

28 . Probate or administration of 

rest. 

(f.)— Grants of Effects mad- 
ministered, 

29 . Grant of effects unadministered. 

30 . Rules as to grants of effects 

unadministered. , 

31. Administration when limited 

grant expired, and ® , 

part of estate unadministered. 

{^g^^—Alteration in Grants. 

132 . What errors may be rectified fay 

«tb w.iun»«- 

ed. 

n^\.-.Reoocatlon of Grants. 

;34. Revocation or annulment for 
just cause.^^ 
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Sections. 

PART XXXL 

Of the Practice in granting and 
REVOKING Probates and Letters 
OF Administration. 

235. Jurisdiction of District Judge 

in granting and revoking pro- 
bates, &c. 

23SA. Power to appoint Delegate or 
District Judge to deal with 
non-contentious cases. 

236. District Judge’s powers as to 

grant of probate and adminis- 
tration. 

237. District Judge may order person 

to produce testamentary 
papers. 

238. Proceedings of District Judge’s 

Court in relation to probate 
and administration. 

239. When and how District Judge 

to interfere for protection of 
property. 

240. When probate or administra- 

tion may be granted by Dis- 
trict Judge 

241. Disposal of application made to 

Judge of district in which 
deceased had no fixed abode. 
241A. Probate and letters of admi- 
nistration may be granted by 
Delegate. 

242. Conclusiveness of probate or 

letters of administration. 
Effect of unlimited probates, &c., 
granted by High Court. 

242A. Transmission to High Courts 
of certificates of grants under 
proviso to section 242. 

243* Conclusiveness of application 
for probate or administration 
if properly made and verified. 

244. Petition for probate. 

245. In what cases translation of 

will to be annexed to petition. 
Verification of translation by 
person other than Court trans- 
lator. 

246. Petition for letters of adminis- 

tration. 


Sections. 

246A, Addition to statements in peti- 
tion, &c., for probate or letters 
of administration in certain 
cases. 

247. Petition for probate or admi- 
nistration to be signed and 
verified. 

248. Verification of petition for pro- 

bate by one witness to will. 

249. Punishment for false averment 

in petition or declaration. 

250. District Judge may examine pe- 

titioner in person, require fur- 
ther evidence, and issue cita- 
tions to inspect proceedings. 
Publication of citation. 

251. Caveats against grant of probate 

or administration. , 

252. Form of caveat. 

253. After entry of caveat, no pro- 

ceeding taken on petition un- 
til after notice to caveator. 
2S3A, District Delegate when not to 
grant probate or adminis- 
tration. 

2538. Power to transmit statement 
to District Judge in doubtful 
cases where no contention. 
2S3C. Procedure were there is con- 
tention, or District Delegate 
thinks probate or letters of ad- 
ministration should be refused 
in his Court. 

254. Grant of probate to be under 

seal of Court. 

Form of such grant. 

25 S» Grant of letters of administra- 
tion to be under seal of Court. 
Form of such grant. 

256. Administration-bond. 

257. Assignment of administration- 

bond, 

258. Time for grant of probate and 

administration. 

259* of original wills nf which 

probate or administration with 
will annexed granted. 

260. Grantee of probate or adminis- 
tration alone to sue, &c., until 
same revoked. 
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Sections. 

36k Procedure in contentious eases. 
262. Payment to executor or adminis- 
trator before probate* or ad- 
ministmtion re-revoked. 

Riilbt of Mich executor or ad- 
ministrator to recoup himself. 
263 Appeals from orders of District 
Judge. 

264. Concurrent jurisdiction of High 

Court. 


part XXXII. 

Of E>wKCuroR'i or thimr own 
Wrong* 

265. K.xecutor of his own wrong. 

266. Liability of executor of his own 

wrong. 

PART XXXilL 

Of rntv Powkks of an Executor 
OR Administrator.— 

267. In respect of causes of action 1 

surviving deceased, and rents 
due at death. ^ ■ 

26S. Demands and rights of action 
of or against deceased survivor 
to and a^ninst executor or ad- 
ministrator. 

369. Power of executor or adminis- 
trator to dispose of property. 

270. Purchase by executor or ad- 

ministrator of deceased^s pro- 
perty. 

271. Powers of several executors or 

administrators exercisable by 
one. - 

272. Survival of powers on death or 

one of several executors, or 
administrators. ^ 

273. Powers of administrators ot et- 

fects unadministered 

274. Powers of administrator during 

minority. ^ 

275. Powers of married executrix or 

administratrix. 


Sections. 

PART XXXIV. 

Of the Duties of ak Executor or 
Administrator.-— 

276. As to deceased's funeral. 

277. Inventory and account. 

277A. Inventory to include property 

in any part of British India in 
certain cases. 

278. As to property of, and debts 

owing to. deceased, 

279. Expenses to be paid before all 

debts. ^ - 

280. Expenses to be paid next after 

such expenses. , 

2S1. Wages tor certain services to 
be next paid, and then other 

debts. . . 

282. Save as aforesaid, all debts to 
be paid equally and rateably. 

a 83 . Application of 

oertv to payment of . 
where domicile not in British 

, 2S4. Credi'tor paid in 

, tion 283 to bring payment into 

account before sharing m P 
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bound to pay legacies wi 
indemnity. 

287. Abatement of general 
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Sections. 

PART XXXV. 

Or THE Executor’s Assent to A 
Legacy. 

292. Assent necessary to complete 

legatee's title. 

293. Effect of executor’s assent to 

specific legacy. 

Nature of assent. 

294. Conditional Assent. 

295. Assent of executor to his own 

legacy. 

Implied assent, 

296. Effect of executor’s assent. 

297. Executor when to deliver lega- 

cies. 


PART XXXVI. 

Of the Payment and Apportion- 
ment OF Annuities. 

298. Commencement of annuity when 

no time fixed by will. 

299. When annuity* to be paid 

quarterly or monthly* first falls 
due. 

300. Dates of successive payments 

when first payment directed to 
be made within given time or 
on day certain. 

Apportionment where annuitant 
dies between times of pay- 
ment. 


PART XXXVIL 

Of the Investment of Funds to 
PROVIDE FOR Legacies. 

301. Investment . of sum bequeathed 

where legacy, not specific, 
given for life. 

302. Investment of general legacy to 

be paid at future time. 
Intermediate interest. 

303. Procedure when no fund charg- 

ed with, or appropriated to, 
annuity, 

304* Transfer to residuary legatee of 
contingent bequest. ‘ 


Sections. 

305. Investment of residue bequeath- 

ed for life, without direction 
to invest in particular securi- 
ties. 

306. Investment of residue bequeath- 

ed for life with direction to 
invest in specified securities. 

307. Time and manner of conversion 

and investment. 

Interest pa3^able until invest- 
ment. 

308. Procedure where minor entitled 

to immedinte payment or pos- 
session of bequest, and no 
direction to pay to person on 
his behalf. 

PART XXXVIII. 

Of the Produce and Interest of 
Legacies. 

309. Legatee’s title to produce of 

specific legacy. 

310. Residuary legatee’s title to pro- 

duce of residuary fund. 

31 X. Interest when no time fixed for 
payment of general legacy. 

312. Interest when time fixed. 

313. Rate of interest. 

314. No interest on arrears of annuity 

within first year after testator's 
death. 

315. Interest on sum to be invested 

to produce annuity. 

PART XXXIX. 

Of the Refunding of Legacies. 

316. Refund of legacy paid under 

Judge’s Orders. 

317. No refund if paid voluntarily. 

318. Refund when legacy has become 

due on performance of condi- 
tion within further time allow- 
ed under section 124. 

319. When each legatee compellable 

to refund in proportion. 
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320. Distribution of assets. 

Creditor may follow assets. 

321. Creditor may call upon legatee 

to refund. 

322. When legatee, not satisfied or 

compelled to refund under 
section 321, cannot oblige one 
paid in full to refund. 

323. When unsatisfied legatee must 

first proceed against executor, 
if solvent. 

324. Limit to refunding of one legatee 

to another, 

325. Refunding to be without inter- 

est. 

326. Residue after usual payments 

to be paid to residuary legatee, 

326A. Transfer of assets from British 
India to executor or adminis- 
trator in country of domicile 
for distribution, 


Sections. 

PART XL. 

Of the Liability of an Executor 
OR Administrator for Dsvasta* 

TION. 

327. Liability of executor or adminis- 

trator for devastation. 

328. Liability of executor for neglect 

to get in any part of property. 


PART XLL 
Miscellaneous. 

33a 1 

33 1 , Succession to property of 

Hindus, and certain wills, 
intestacies, and marriages not 
affected. 

332. Power of Governor-General in 

Council to exempt any race, 
sect, or tribe in British India 
from operation of Act. 

333' Surrender of revoked probate or 
letter of administration. 


SC H E D ULE^[Repeaied ,2 



ACT NO. X. OF 1865 :* 
The todian Succession Act, i 865 . 


Received the G.-G/s Assent on the i6th Maech 1865. 


Aft Aci io amend and define Ihe Law 0/ Iniestale and Tesiameniary 
Succession in British India. 


Whereas it is expedient to amend and define the rules of law 

applicable to Intestate and Tes’ameniary 
Succession in British India; It is enacted 
as follows : — 


Preamble. 


PART I. 

pRKLlMINARr. 


Short title. 


1 . This Act may be cited as “The 
Indian Succession Act, 1865.” 


2 . Except as provided by this Act, or by any other law for 
• Act to constitute law of being in force, the rules herein 

British India in cases of in- contained shall constitute the law' of 
testate or testamentary sue- British India applicable to all cases of 

cession. intestate or testamentary Rnccession.f 


* Act X, of 1865 has been declared in force in- 
ti) the Santhal Parj^anas {see Re^. III. of 1872, ns amended by 
HI. of 1886) : 

(2) the Arakan Hill District, but not so as to affect Native Christians 

(see Reg. IX. of 1874, s. 3) : 

(3) Upper Burma generally except the Shan States (see Act XX. 

of 1SS6, s. 6} : 

(4) British Baluchistan (see Reg. I. of 1890, s. 3). 

The Act has been declared, under the Scheduh d Districts Act (XIV. 
of 1874), to be in force in the following Scheduled Districts: — 

The Districts of Hazaribag, Lohardaga^ and Manbhum, and Pargana 
Dhalbhum, and the Kolhan in the District of Singbhum . — Sec Gazette of 
India, Oct. 22, 18S1, Pt. 1., p. 504. 

The North-Western Provinces Tarai.-^5ee Gazette of India. Sep, 2 q 
1876, Pt. I., p. 505. 

As to the apph’cation of portions of the Act to the wills of Hindus 
Jainas, Sikhs, and Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the 
towns of Madras and Bombay, see the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870). 

As to the exemption of Parsis from portions of the Act, see the Parsi 
Intestate Succession Act (XXL of 1865). For further exemptions from the 
Act, see ss. 331, 332, infra. 
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loterpretation-clause. 


3 .* In this Act, unless there be 
something repugnant in the subject or 
context, — 


Words importing the singular number include the plural j 
Number. words importing the plural number in- 

Gender. clude the singular; and words importing 

the male sox include females: 


“ Person" 

“ Person." 


includes any company or association, or body 
of persons, whether incorporated or 
not; 

" Year” and “month” respectively 
mean a year and month reckoned ac« 
cording to the British calendar : 

“ Immoveable property” includes land, incorporeal tenements, 


“ Year.” 
Month.' 


and things attached to the earth, or 
permanently fastened to anything which 
is attached to the earth : 

“ Moveable properly” means pro- ' 
perty of every description except im- 
moveable property: 

“Province” includes any division 
of British India having a Court of the 
last resort : 

“ British India” means the territories which are or may be- 
,, o r j;.. >, come vested in Her Majesty or Her 

' " * Successors by the Statute 21 & 22 Viet., 

cap. 106 (A» Act for the betler Government of India) 

“District Judge” means the Judge 
of a principal Civil Court of original 
jurisdiction : 

“ Minor”! means any person who shall not have completed 
: Minor.” the age of eighteen years, * 


Immoveable property* 


' Moveable property#’^ 


Province.” 


■ District Judj^e/' 


^ Minority.' 


means the status of such person* 


^ Compare the Probate and Administration Act 
t Here certain words, repealed by the Repealing Act ( • 9 * 


have been omitted. 

I See i B. L. R.. O. C. J., Z 3 i Act IX. of 1875, s. 3 - 
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“ Will " means the legal declaration of the intentions of the 
„ testator with respect to his property, 

‘ ‘ which he desires to be carried into effect 

after his death ; 


“ Codicil ” means an instrument made in relation to a will, 

and explaining, altering or adding to its 
dispositions. It is considered as form- 
ing an additional part of the will ; 


*' Codicil.” 


*' Probate ” 
" Probate.” 


means the copy of a will certified under the seal of 
a Court of competent jurisdiction, with a 
grant of administration to the estate of 
the testator : 


“ Executor ” 

Executor.” 


means a person to whom the execution of the 
last will of a deceased person is, by the 
testator’s appointment, confided : 


“ Administrator " 
Administrator.” 


means a person appointed by competent 
authority to administer the estate of a 
deceased person when there is no exe- 
cutor : 


And in every part of British India to which this Act shaft 
^ , ,, extend, “ Local Government ” shall mean 

« Local Government. authorized by law to ad- 

minister executive government in such part ; and 


“ High Court* ” shall mean the highest Civil Court of Appeal 
« 1. o L .» therein, and for ihe purposes of sections 

«H,gh Court. 2 '!lA,!hanm. 

dude the Court of the Recorder of Rangoon. 


■ 4 . No person shall, by marriage, acquire any interest in the 

Interests and powers not Property of the persoii whom he or she 
acquired nor lost by tnar- Tnsirries, nor becoiue incapable of doing 
riage. ° 


The definition of “High Court” has been added bj the Probates 
and Letters of Administration Act (XIII. of 187s), s. 1; but iht portion 
italicised has been repealed in Lower Burma by the Lower Btzrrzt Courts 
Act (VI, of 1900). 

Act 
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Any act in respect of his or her own property which he or she 
could have done if. unmarried.* 


PART II. 

Of Domicile. 

5. Succession to the immoveable property in British India of 

Law re-ulatinp succes- f person deceased is regulated by the 
slon to deceased person’s l&w of Sritish Indisii wherever he lUfty 
immoveable and moveable have had his domicile at the time of his 
property respectively. death. 

Succession to the moveable property of a person deceased is 
regulated by the law of the country in which he had his domicile 
at the time of his death. 


Illustrations, 

(a.) A, having his domicile in British India, dies in France, leaving 
moveable property in France, moveable property in England, and property, 
both moveable and immoveable, in British India; The succession to the 
whole is regulated by the law of British India. 

(b,) A, an Englishman, having his domicile in France, dies in British 
India, and leaves property, both moveable and immoveable, in British 

India. The succession to the moveable property is regulated by the rules 

which govern, in France, the succession to the moveable property of an 
Englishman dying domiciled in France, and the succession to the immove- 
able property is regulated by the law of British India, 


One domicile only affects 
.succession to moveables. 


6. A person can only have one 
domicile for the purpose of succession 
to his moveable property. 


7. The domicile of origin of every person of legitimate birth 

Domicile of origin of person is in the Country in which, 
of legitimate birth. of his birth, his father was domicilea . o • 

if he is a posthumous child, in the country in which his father was 
domiciled at the time of the father's death. 


* See 8 B. L. R. 37a. "This section shall not apply, and sh^ he 
ieemed never to have applied, to any marriage, one or both of tne P , 
^hich professed, at the time of the marriage, the, Hindu, Ma * 

5 uddhist,*Sikh, or Jaina religion,”— Married Women’s Property A 
874), s. 2, last para. 
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Illttstraiion, 

I . j 

At the time of the birth of A, his father was domiciled in England;* 
A’s domicile of origin is in England, whatever may be the country in whiali< 
he was born. 

8. Tne domicile of origin of an illegitimate child is in the 
Domicile of origin of ille- Country in which, at the time of his birth, 
gitimate child. his mother was domiciled. 


Continuance of domicile 9* The domicile of Origin prevails 

of origin. until a new domicile has been acquired. 

10. A man acquires a new domicile by taking up his Bsed 
Acquisition of new domi- habitation in a country which is not that 
'cile. of his domicile of origin. 

Ext>lanaiion . — A man is not to be considered as having take* 
-up his fixed habitation in British India merely by reason of his 
residing there in Her Majesty’s civil or military service, or in the 
-exercise of any profession or calling. 


i lUu^iraiions^ 

{a.) A, whose domicile of origin is in England, oroceeds to British 
‘^India, where he settles as a barrister or a merchant, intending to reside 
there during the remainder of his life : His domicile is now in British 
India. 

(b.) A, whose domicile is in England, goes to Austria, and enters the 
Austrian semce, intending tojremain in that service: A has acquired a 
domicile in Austria. 

(c ) A, whose domicile of origin is in France, comes to reside in British 
India under an engagement with the British Indian Government for a 
certain number of years. It is his intention to return to France at the end 
of that period : He does not acquire a domicile in British India. 

(d.) A, whose domicile is in England, goes to reside in British India 
^Tor the purpose of winding up the affairs of a partnership which has been 
dissolved, and with the intention of returning to England as soon as that 
purpose is accomplished ; He does not by such residence, acquire a domi- 
cile in British India however long the residence may last. 

(/.) A, having gone to reside in British India under the circumstance 
mentioned in the last preceding illustration, afterwards alters his intention 
and takes up his fixed habitation in British India ; A has acquired a domi * 
cile in British India. 

(/-) A, whose domicile is inthe French Settlement of Chandernapori^ 
IS compelled by political events to take refuge in Calcutta, arid resides in 
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Calcutta^ for many years in the hope of such political changes as may 
«nable him to .return with safety, to Chandernagore ; He does not by such 
zesidence^ acquire a domicile in British India. ' ^ 

(g.) A, having come to Calcutta under the circumstances stated in thb* 
last preceding illustration, continues to reside there after such political 
changes have occurred as would enable him to return with safety to Chander- 
nagore, and he intends that his residence in Calcutta shall be permanent; 
A has acquired a domicile in British India* 


11. Any person may acquire a domicile in British India by 
Special mode of acquir- making and depositing in some office 
iag domicile in British in British India (to be fixed by the Local 

Government) a declaration in writing 
under his hand of his desire to acquire such domicile, provided that 
lie shall have been resident in British India for one year immediately 
preceding the time of his making such decJaration- 


12. A person who is appointed by the Government of one 
Domicile not acquired by country to be its ambassador, consul, 
residence as representative or Other representative in another coun- 
oE foreign Government, or try, does not acquire a domicile in the 
as part of his family. latter country by reason only of residing 

there in pursuance of his appointment; nor does any other person 
acquire such domicile by reason only of residing with him as part 
of his family or as a servant. 


13. A new domicile continues until the former domicile 
Continuance of new kas been resumed, or another has been. 
<flomicile. acquired. 


14. The domicile of a minor, follows the domicile of the 

parent from whom he derived his domi- 
cile of origin. 


IVlinor’s domicUe* 


. Exception. — The domicile of a minor does not change with 
that of his parent if the minor is married, or holds any office or 
employment in the service of Her Majesty, or has set up, with the 
consent of the parent, in any distinct business. 


15. By marriage a woman acquires the domicile of her 

Domicile acquired by husband if she had not the same domi- 
woman on marriage. cile before. 


Wife’s domicile 
marriage. 


during 


16. The wife’s domicile during the 
marriage follows the domicile, of et 
husband. 
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Exception . — The wife’s domicile no longer follows that of her 
husband if they be separated by the sentence of a competent Court, 
or if the husband is undergoing a sentence of transportation. 

17. Except in the cases above provided for, a person can- 

Minor's acquisition of not, during minority, acquire a new 

cew domicile. domicile. 

18. An insane person cannot acquire a new domicile in 

Lunatic’s acquisition of any Other way than by his domicile 

oew domicile. following (he domicile of another person. 

19. If a man dies leaving moveable property in British India, 
Succession to moveable (he absence of proof of any domicile 

property in British India in elsewhere, succession to the property is 
cHe''elsewhere°°^ domi- regulated by the law of British India. , 


PART III* 


Of Consanguinity. 


20. Kindred or consanguinity is the connexion or relationt 

of persons descended from the same 


Kindred or consanguinity. 


Stock or common ancestor. 


21. Lineal consanguinity is that which subsists between two 
, . , . persons, one of whom is descended in 

a direct line from the other, as betweea 
^ man and his father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, and so 
upwards in the direct ascending line, or between a man, his son, 
,grandson, great-grandson, and so downwards in the direct descend- 
ing line. 


Every generation constitutes a degree, either ascending or 
descending. 

A man’s father is related to him in the first degree, atid so 
likewise is his son ; his grandfather and grandson in the second 
degree ; his great-grandfather and great-grandson in the third. 


• Part III. does not apply to Parsis.— See the Parsi Intestate Succes— 
-Sion Act (XXI. of i86s), s. 8. , 
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22. Collateral consanguinity is that which subsists between 

Collateral consanguinity.' descended from 

the same stock or ancestor, but neither 
of whom is descended in a direct line from the other. 


For the purpose of ascertaining in what degree of kindred any 
collateral relative stands to a person deceased, it is proper to reckon 
upwards from the person deceased to the common stock, and then- 
downwards to the collateral relative, allowing a degree for each 
person, both ascending and descending. 


23. For the purpose of succession, there is no distinction' 
Persons held for purpose between those who are related to a 


of succession to be similarly 
related to deceased. 


person deceased through his father and 
those who are related to him through 
his mother ; 


nor between those who are related to him by the full blood' 
and those who are related to him by the half-blood ; 


nor between those who were actually born in his lifetime and’ 
those who, at the date of his death, were only conceived in the womb, 
but who have been subsequently born alive. 


24. In the annexed table of kindred, the degrees are computed 
Mode of computing de- as far as the sixth, and are marked by 
grees of kindred. numeral figures. 


The person whose relatives are to be reckoned, and his cousin- 
german or first cousin, are, as shown in the table, related in t e 
fourth degree ; there being one degree of ascent to the father an 
another to the common ancestor, the grandfather ; and from 
one of descent to the uncle, and another to the cousin-germ , 
making in all four degrees. 


A grandson of the brother and a son of the uncle, t, e » ^ ^ 
nephew and a cousin-german, are in equal degree, eing e 
degrees removed. 

A grandson of a cousin-german is in the 
jrandson of a great-uncle, for they are both in t e 
tlndred. 
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PART IV» 

Of Intestacy. 


25. A man is considered to die intestate in respect of all pro- 
As to what property de- P^rty of which he has not made a testa- 
ceased considered to have mentary disposition which is capable of 
died intestate. taking effect. 


Illustrations^ 

{a.) A has left no will ; He has died intestate in respect of the whole 
of his property, 

(i.) A has left a will, whereby he has appointed B his executor; but 
the will contains no other provisions ; A has died Intestate in respect of the 
distribution of his property. 

Kc.) A has bequeathed his whole property for an illegal purpose s A has 
died intestate in respect of the distribution of his property. 

(d.) A has bequeathed l,ooof, to B and j,ooo/, to the ^Idestson of C, 
and has made no other bequest; and has died leaving the sum of 2,ooo^ 
and no other property. C died before A without having ever had a son; 
A has died intestate in respect of the distribution of i,ooof. 


26* Such property devolves upon the wife or husband, or upon 
Devolution of such- pro- those vvho are of the kindred of the de- 
perty. ceased, in the order and according o 

the rules herein prescribed. 

Explanation . — The widow is not entitled to the provision here- 
by made for her if, by a valid contract made before her marriage, 
she has been excluded from the distributive share of her husban 
estate ; 

27. Where the intestate has left a widow, if he has also left 

any lineal descendants, one-third ot tns 
property shall belong to his widow, and 
the remaining two-thirds shall go 
lineal descendants, according to 
rules herein contained. 

If he has left no lineal descendant, but has left p^ersons^ 

of kindred to him, one-half of his property shal S 


Where intestate has left 
widow and lineal descend- 
ants, or widow and kindred 
only, or widow and no 
kindred. 


• Part IV. (excepting s. 25) does not apply to Parsis, See the Pa s 
I ntestate Succession Act (XXI. of i86s)# 
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and the other half shall go to those who are of kindred to him in 
the order and according to the rules herein contained. 

If he has left none who are of kindred to him, the whole of his 
properly shall belong to his widow : 


28. Where the intestate has left no widow, his property shall 
MThere intestate has left S® lineal descendants or to those 

who are of kindred to him, not being 
lineal descendants, according to the rules 
herein contained ; and, if he has left none who are of kindred to him 
it shall go to the Crown. 


intestate 
no widow, and where he has 
left no kindred. 


PART Y* 

Of the Distribution of an Intestate’s Property : 

(a.) — Where he has left Lineal Descendants^ 

29. The rules for the distribution of the intestate’s property 

Rules of distribution : (after deducting the widow^^s share, if he 

has left a widow) amongst his lineal des- 
cendants are as follow : — 

30. Where the intestate has left surviving him a child or 
Where intestate has left children, but no more remote lineal des- 

child or children only : Cendant through a deceased child, the 

property shall belong to his surviving child if there be only one, or 
shall be equally divided among all his surviving children. 

31. Where the intestate has not left surviving him any child. 
Where intestate has left but has left a grandchild or grand- 

no child, but grandchild or children, and no more remote descendant 
grandchildren ; through a deceased grandchild, the pro- 

perty shall belong to his surviving grandchild it there be only one, 
or shall be equally divided among all his- surviving grandchildren. 

lllu$traiions^ 

(a.) A has three children, and no more — John, Mary, and Henry. 
They all die before the father. John leaving two children, Mary three, 
and Henry four. Afterwards A dies intestate, leaving those nine grand* 
children and no descendant of any deceased grandchild : Each of his 
•grandchildren shall have one-ninth. 


, * Part V. does not apply to Parsis,— the Parsi Intestate Succession 

Act (XXI. of i86s), s. 8. 
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J- leaving no child', then the whole is equally 

divided between the intestate’s five grandchildren— the children oi lohn , 
and Mary, 

(c.) A has two children, and no more — John and Mary. John dies 
before^ his father, leaving his wife pregnant. Then A dies, leaving Mary 
surviving him, and in due time a child of John is born. A’s property is to 
be equally divided between Mary and such posthumous child. 


32. In like manner the properly shall go to the surviving 
Where intestate has left lineal descendants who are nearest in 
onlv great-grandchildren or degree to the intestate, where they are 
remoter lineal descendants. jjj ^}jg degree of greatgrandchildren 

to him, or are all in a more remote degree. 


33. If the intestate has left lineal descendants who do not 

all stand in the same degree of kindred 
to him, and the persons through whom 
the more remote are descended from 
him are dead, the property shall be 
divided into such a number of equal 
shares as may correspond with the 
number of the lineal descendants of the intestate who either stood 
in the nearest degree of kindred to him at his decease, or, having 
been of the like degree of kindred to him. died before him, leaving 
lineal descendants who survived him ; and 

one of such shares shall be allotted to each of the lineal 
descendants who stood in the nearest degree of kindred to the 
intestate at his decease ; and 

one of such shares shall be allotted in respect of each of 


Where intestate leaves 
lineal descendants not all in 
same degfree of kindred to 
him, and those througfh 
%vhom the more remote des- 
cend are dead. 


such deceased lineal descendants ; and 

the share allotted in respect of each of such deceased lineal 
descendants shall belong to his surviving child or children or 
more remote lineal descendants, as the case may be ; such sur- 
viving child or children or more remote lineal descendants 
taking the share which his or their parent or parents 
been entitled to respectively if such parent or parents had sur- 
vived the intestate. 


Illustrations. 


John died 
alone sur- 


(a.) A had three children, John, Mary and 
leavingfourchildren, and Mary died leaving one, and netted to 

vived the fathers On the death of A intestate o ne-th id is auw ^ 

Hrnry, one-third to John’s four children, and the rem g 
Mary’s one child. 


to 
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(6,) A left no child, but left eight grandchildren, and two children of 
a deceased grandchild : The property is divided into nine parts, one of 
which is allotted, to each grandchild; and the remaining one-ninth is 
equally divided between the two great-grandchildren. 

(c.) A has three children, John, Mary, and Henry. John dies leaving 
four children, and one of John’s children dies leaving two children. Mary 
dies leaving One child. A afterwards dies intestate : One-third of his 
property is allotted to Henry ; one-third to Mary*s child ; and one-third is 
divided into four parts, one of which is allotted to each of John’s three 
surviving children, and the remaining part is equally divided between 
John’s two grandchildren. 

(h)* — Where the Intestate has hfi 720 Lineal Descendanh. 


34 . Where an intestate has left no lineal descendants, the 


Rules oi distribution 
where intestate has left no 
lineal descendants : 


rules for the distribution of his property 
(after deducting the widow^s share if he 
has left a widow) are as follow : — 


Where intestate’s father 
living. 


35. If the intestate's father be 
living, he shall succeed to the pro- 
perty. 


36. If the intestate's father is dead, but the intestate's mother 
Where intestate’s father >s living, and there are also brothers or 
dead, but his mother, bro- sisters of the intestate living, and there- 
thers, and sisters living; jg j,q child living of any deceased 

brother or sister, the mother and each living brother or sister 
shall succeed to the property in equal shares. 


Illustration. 


A dies intestate survived by his mother and two brothers of the fuV 
blood, John and Henry, and a sister Mary, who is the daughter of his 
mother, but not of bis father ; The mother takes one-fourth, each brother 
takes one-fourth, and Mary, the sister of half-blood, takes one-fourth. 


87. the intestate’s father is dead, but the intestate’s mo‘ her 

is living, and if any brother or sister, 
and the child or children of any brother 
or sister who may have died in the 
intestate’s lifetime, are also living; 
then the mother and each living brother 
or sister, and the living child or children of each deceased brother 
or sister, shall be entitled to the property in equal shares, such 
children (if more than one) taking in equal shares only the shares 
which their respective parents, would have taken if living at the 
intestate's death. 


Where intestate’s father 
dead^ and his mother, a 
brother or sister, and child- 
ren of any deceased brother 
or sister, living ; 
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Illusiraiion. 

A, the intestate, leaves his mother, his brothers, John and Henry, and 
^Iso one child of a deceased sister Mary, and two children of George, a 
deceased brother of the half-blood, who was the son of his father, but not 
of his mother : The mother takes one-fifth, John and Henry each take one^ 
fifth, the child of Mary takes one-fifth, and the two children of George 
divide the remaining^ one-fifth equally between them. 


38. If the intestate's father is dead, but the intestate's mother 

Where intestate’s father *3 living, and the brothers and sisters 
dead) and his mother and are all dead, but all or any or them 
children* of any deceased have left children who Survived the 


brother or sister living’ : 


intestate, the mother and the child or 


children of each deceased brother or sister shall be entitled to the 


properly in equal shares, such children (if more than one) taking 
in equal shares only the shares which their respective parents 
would have taken if living at the intestate's death. 


* Illustration. 

A, the intestate, leaves no brother or sister, but leaves his 
one child of a deceased sister Mary, and two children of a deceased br^ er 
'George; The mother takes one-third, the child of Mary takes one-thir , 
and the children of George divide the remaining one-third equally between 
them. 


39. If the intestate's father is dead, but the intestate s 

. , is livinff and there is neither brotner 

Where intestate’s father . rhiM nf anv brother Of 

dead) but his mother living, DOr SlSter nor Y chall 

and no brother, sister, sisfer of the intestate, the property 
nephew, or niece: belong to the mother. 

40. Where the intestate has left neither lineal descendant, 

, nor father, nor mother, the property is 
Where intestate has left j between his brothers 

neither lineal descendant, nor divided equally between n.b 
father, nor mother : and sisters and the child or children oi 

such of them as may have died before him, res- 

41. If .h= intaseate 'ta';*' "'h" VopI 

Where intestate has left . .. divided equally among tllOS 
neither lineal descendant, vihn are in the nearest 

nor parent, nor brother, of his relatives who are m 

'oor sister ; degree of kindred to him. 
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Illustrations, 

(a.) A, the intestate, has left a grandfather and a grandmother, and 
no other relative standing in the same or a nearer degree of kindred to 
him* They, being in the second degree, will be entitled to the property in 
equal shares, exclusive of any uncle or aunt of the intestate, uncles and 
aunts being only in the third degree. 

(6 ) A, the intestate, has left a great-grandfather or great-grandmother 
and uncles and aunts, and no other relative standing in the same or a nearer 
degree of kindred to him ; All of these, being in the third degree, shall take- 
equal shares. 

(r.) A, the intestate, left a great-grandfather, and uncle and a nephew, 
but no relative standing in a nearer degree of kindred to him : All of these, 
being in the third degree, shall take equal shares. 

Ten children of one brother or sister of the intestate, and one- 
child of another brother or sister of the intestate, constitute the class of 
relatives of the nearest degree of kindred to him. They shall each takef 
one-eleventh of the property. 

42. Where a distributive share in the property of a person who 
Children’s advancements has died intestate shall be claimed by a 
not brought into hotchpot. child, or any descendant of a child, of 
such person, no money or other property which the intestate ma)v 
during his life, have paid, given, or settled to, or for the advancement 
of the child by wnom or by whose descendant the claim is made, 
shall be taken into account in estimating such distributive snare. 


PART VI. 

Of the Effect of Marriage and Marriage settlements 

ON Property. 

43* The husband surviving his wife has the same rights in 
* Rights of widower and respect of her properly if she die in-* 
widow respectively. testate as the widow has in respect of 

her husband’s property if he die intestate. 

44. If a person whose domicile is not in British India marries 

Effect of marriage between !" domicile 

^.person domiciled, and one 'S in Btitish India, neither party acquires 
not domiciled, in British by the marriage any rights in respect of 
” '“* any property of the other party not com- 


■* S. 43 does not apply to Parsis— See the Pars! Intestate Successink 
Act (XXI. of i86s), a. 8. 


LActX. 
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prised in a settlement made previous to the marriage, which he or she 
would not acquire thereby if both were domiciled in British India at 
tne lime of the marriage. 


45. The property of a minor may be settled in contemplation 
Settlement of minor’s of marriage, provided the settlement be 
Karnage made by the minor with the approbation 

of the minor’s father, or if he be dead or. 
absent from British India, with the approbation of the High Court. 


PART VII.* 

Of Wills and Codicils. 

Persons capable of mak- 46. Every person of sound mind 

iag wills. and not a minor may dispose of bis 

property by will. 

Explanation /. — A married woman may dispose by will of 
any properly which she could alienate by her own act during her life. 

Explanation 2 . — ^Persons who are deaf, or dumb, or blind, are 
mot thereby incapacitated for making a will if they are able to know 
•what they do by it. 

Explanation — One who is ordinarily insane may make a 
will during an interval m which he is of sound mind. 

Explanation 4 . — No person can make a will while be is in 
-such a state of mind, whether arising from drunkenness, or from 
illness from any other cause, that he does not know what he is 
doing. 

Illustrations, 

(<z.) A can perceive what is going on in his immediate neighbourhood, 
and can answer familiar questions^ but has not a competent understanding 
as to the nature of his property or the persons who are of kindred to hinii 
or in whose favour it would be proper that he should make his will: A 
cannot make a valid will. 

{bJ) A executes an instrument purporting to be his wHh but he does no 
understand the nature of the instrument, nor the effect of its provistons. 
This instrument is not a valid will, 

(o.) A, being very feeble and debilitated, but capable of exercising a 
Judgment as to the proper mode of disposing of his property, makes a will. 
This is a valid will, 

• Of Part VI L, ss, 46, 48, and 49 apply to the wills of Hindus, 

/Sikhs, and Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the .town 
''of Madras and Bombay, the Hindu Wills Act (XXI, of 1870), s- 
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47. A father, whatever his age may be, may, by will, appoint a 

guardian or guardians for his child 
during minority. 


Testamentary guardian. 


48. A will or any part of a will, the making of which has been 
Will obtained by fraud. Caused by fraud or coercion, or by such 
^ercion, or importunity, importunily as takes away the free agency 

of the testator, is void. 


lllustraiions. 

(a.) A falsely and knowinglj..represents to the testator that the testa^ 
tor’s only child is dead, or that he has done some undutifui act, and thereby 
induces the testator to make a will in his (A’s) favour ; such will has been 
<obtained by fraud, and is invalid. 

A, by fraud and deception, prevails upon the testator to bequeath a 
legacy to him ; The bequest is void. 

(r.) A, being a prisoner by lawful authority, makes his will ; The will 
is not invalid by reason of the imprisonment. 

{d) A threatens to shoot B, or to burn his house, or to cause him to be 
arrested on a criminal charge unless he makes a bequest in favour of C. B, 
in consequence, makes a bequest in favour of C : The bequest is void, the 
'maklhg of it having been caused by coercion , 

[e.) A being of sufficient intellect, if undisturbed by the influence of 
•others, to make a will, yet, being so much under the control of B that he is 
‘ not a free agent, makes a will dictated by B. Ic appears that he would not 
.have executed the. will but for fear of B ; The will is invalid. 

(/.) A, being in so feeble a state of health as to be unable to resist 
. importunity, is pressed by B to make a will of a certain purport, and does 
. -SO merely to purchase peace, and in submission to B ; The will is invalid. 

(g.) A being in such a state of health as to be capable of exercising 
his own judgment and volition, B uses urgent intercession and persuasion 
with him to induce him to make a will of a certain purport. A, in con-* 
sequence of the intercession, and persuasion, but in the free exercise of his 
judgment and volition, makes his will in the manner recommended by B- 
The will is not rendered invalid by the intercession and persuasion of B. 

(A) A, with a view to obtaining a legacy from B, pays him attention 
•and flatters him, and thereby produces in him a capricious partiality to A, 
B, in consequence of such attention and flattery, makes his will, by which 
he leaves a legacy to A; The bequest is not rendered invalid by the atten* 
tion and flattery of A. 

49 . A will is liable to be revoked or altered by the maker of 
Will may be revoked or any time when he is competent to * 

-altered. dispose of his property by will. 
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PART VllL* 

Of the Execution of Unprivileged Wills, 

50. Every testator, not being a soldier employed in an ex- 
Execution of unprivileged pedition or engaged in actual warfareor 

*^‘**^‘ a mariner at sea, must execute his will 

acc irding to the following rules: — 

First .' — The testator shall sign or shall affix his mark to the will, 
or it shall be signed by some other person in his presence and by 
his direction. 

Hicond . — The signature or mark of the testator, or the signature 
of the person signing for him, shall be so placed that it shall appear 
that it was intended thereby to give effect to the writing as a will. 

Third . — The will shall be attested by two or more witnesses, 
each of ‘whom must have seen the testator sign or affix his mark to 
the will, or have seen some other person sign the will in the 
presence and by the direction of the testator, or have received 
from the testator a personal acknowledgment of his signature 
or mark, or of the signature of such other person j and each of the 
witnesses must sign the will in the presence of the testator, f but it 
shall not be necessary that more than one witness be present at the 
same time, and no particular form of attestation shall be necessary, 

51. If a testator, in a will or codicil duly attested, refers to 
Incorporation of papers any Other document then actually writ 

by reference. ten, as expressing any part of his inten- 

tions, such documents shall be considered as forming a part of the 
will or codicil in which it is referred to. 


PART IX. ] 

Of Privileged Wills, 

52. Any soldier being employed in an expedition, or engaged 
„ . . , in actual warfare, or any manner being 

Privileged will. j£ completed the age 

» Part VIII, applies to the wills of Hindus. Jainas, ^ 

in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the owns of Madras ana 
Bombay .—Se? the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870) s. 3. 
t 3 N.-W. P. 3$. 
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of eighteen years, dispose of his property by a will made as is 
mentioned in section 53. 

Such wills are called privileged wills. 

Illustrations. 

(a.1 A, the surgeon of a regiment, is actually employed in an expedi- 
tion. He is a soldier actually employed in an expedition, and can make a 
privileged will. 

(A.j A is at sea in a merchant-ship, of which he is the purser. He is 
a mariner, and, being at sea, can make a privileged will. 

(r.) A a soldier, serving in the field against insurgents, is a soldier 
engaged in actual warfare, and as such can make a privileged will. 

{d.) A, a mariner of a ship in the course of a voyage, is temporarily on 
shore while she is lying in harbour He is, in the sense of the words used 
in this clause, a mariner at sea, and can make a privileged will. 

(e.) A, an admira' who commands a naval force but who lives on shore, 
and only occasionally goes on board his ship, is not considered as at sea, 
and cannot make a privileged will. 

(/.) A mariner serving on a military expedition, but not being at sea, 
is considered as a soldier, and can make a privileged will. 

Mode of making, and 53 . Privileged wills may be in 

rules for executing, privi- writing, ot may be made by word of 
leged wills. mouth. 

Tue execution of them shall be governed by the following 
rules : — 

J'trsl . — Ttie will may be written wholly by the testator with 
his own hand. In such case it need not be signed nor attested. 

Second . — It may be written wholly or in part by another 
person, and signed by the testator. In such case it need not be 
attested. 

Third . — If the instrument purporting to be a will is written 
wholly or in part by another person, and is not signed by the testa- 
tor, it shall be considered to be his will if it be shown that it was 
written by the testator’s directions, or that he recognized it as his 
will. 

If it appear on the face of the instrument that the execution of 
it in the manner intended by him was not completed, the instru- 
ment shall not, by reason of that circumstance, be invalid, provid- 
ed that his non-execution of it can be reasonably ascribed to some 
cause other than the abandonment of the testamentary intentions 
expressed in the instrument. 

Act X., 1865.-3. 
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: Fmnh.—lilh!, soldier or mariner shall have ivrillen instructa 
for, the preparauon of his will, but shall have died before it coS 

cms'tUule Ws’'wnr““‘ ’ ='>'“'1 It® considered to 


Fiflh.~ll the soldier or mariner shall, in the presence of mo 
Witnesses, have given verbal instructions for the preparation of his 
will, and they shall have been reduced into writing in his lifetime, 
but he shall have died before the instrument could be prepared 
and executed, such instructions shall be considered to constitute 
his will, although they may not have been reduced into writing in 
his presence, nor read over to him. 

Sixlh — Such soldier or mariner as aforesaid may make a will 
by word of mouth by declaring his intentions before two witnesses 
present at the same time, 

Stveiiih . — A will made by word of mouth shall be null at the 
expiration of one month after the testator shall have ceased to be 
entitled to make a privileged will. 


PART X.« 


Of the Atthstation, Rkvocavion, Alteration, and Revival of 

Wills. 


54. A will shall not be considered as insufficiently attested by 

Effect of gift to attesting reason of any benefit thereby given, either 

witness. by way of bequest or by way of appoint- 

ment, to any person attesting it, or to his or her wife or husband ; 

but the bequest or appointment shall be void so far as con- 
cerns the person so attesting, or the wife or husband of such pet* 
son, or any person claiming under either of them. 

JExpfanaiion . — A legatee under a will does not lose his legacy 
by attesting a codicil which confirms the will. 


55. No person, by reason of interest in, or of his being an 

Witness not disqualified executor of, a will, iS 

witness to prove the executioii or iny 

will, or to prove the validity or invaliQi- 

ty thereof. 


by interest or by being ex- 
ecutor* 


* Of Part X., ss. 55 and 57 to 60 (both inclusive) apply to 
Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Buddhists in the Lower povinces of Be gj,j 
and in the towns of Madras and Bombay,— the Hindu 
(XXL of 1870), s. 2. 
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58. Every will shall be revoked by the marriage of the maker, 
Revocation -oi will by except a wUl ihide in exercise of a 
testator’s marriage. power of appointment, when the property 

over which the power of appointment is exercised would not, in 
default of such appointment, pass to his or her executor or ad- 
ministrator, or to the person entitled in case of intestacy. 

JSxplanaiion.— Where a man is invested with power to deter-; 
Power of appointment mine the disposition of property of which 
■defined. he is not the owner, he is said to have 

power to appoint such property. 

57. No unprivileged will or codicil, nor any part thereof, shall 
Revocation of unprivi- be revoked otherwise than by marriage, 

leged will or codicil. or by another will or codicil, or by some 

writing declaring an intention to revoke the same, and executed in 
the manner in which an unprivileged will is hereinbefore required 
to be executed, or by the burning, tearing, or otherwise destroying* 
the same by the testator, or by some person in his presence and by 
his direction, with the intention of revoking the same. 

Illustrations. 

(a.) A has made an unprivileged will. Afterwards A makes another 
unprivileged will which purports to revoke the first. This is a revocation. 

(6.) A has made an unprivileged will. Afterwards A, being entitled to 
make a. privileged will, makes a privileged will, which purports to revoke 
his unprivileged will. This is a revocation. 

58. No obliteration, interlineation, or other alteration made 
Effect of obliteration, in- >n any unprivileged will after the execu- 

terlineation, or alteration in tion thereof shall have any effect, except 
unprivileged will. SO far as the words or. meaning of the 

will shall have been thereby rendered illegible or undiscernible, 
unless such alteration shall be executed in like manner as 
hereinbefore is required for the execution of the will ; save that 
the will, as so altered, shall be deemed to be duly executed 
if the signature of the testator and the subscription of the wit- 
nesses be made in the margin or on some other part of the will 
opposite or near to such alteration or at the foot or end of, or 
opposite to, a memorandum referring to such alteration, and writ- 
ten at the end or some other part of the will. 

58. A privileged will or codicil maybe revoked by the testa- 
Revocation of privileged tot by an unprivileged will or codicil 
■will or codicil. or by any act expressing an intention to 
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revoke it, and 


accompanied with such formalities as would be 
suiBcient to give validity to a privileged will, or by .the burning 
tearing, or otherwise destroying the same by the testator or bv 
some person in his presence and by his direction, with the inten- 
tion of revoking the same. 


Explanation. In order to the revocation of a privileged will 
or codicil by an act accompanied with such tdrmalities as would 
be suflBcient to give validity to a privileged will, it is not necGsssry 
that the testator should, at the time of doing that act, be in a situa- 
tion which entitles him to make a privileged will. 


60. No unprivileged will or codicil, nor any part thereof, 
Revival of unprivileged Which shall be in any manner revoked, 
wdl, shall be revived otherwise than by the 

re-execution thereof, or by a codicil executed in manner herein- 
before required, and showing an intention to revive the same; 

and when any will or codicil which shall be partly revoked, 
„ . , , • .,1 t -I, and afterwards wholly revoked, shall be 

Extent of revival of will . , , . / , . 

or codicil partly revoked, revived, such revival shall not extend to 

and afterwards wholly re- SO much thereof as shall have been re- 

voked before the revocation of the whole 
thereof, unless an intention to the contrary shall be shown by the 
will or codicil. 


PART XL* 


Of the Construction of Wills. 


61. It is not necessary that any technical words or terms of 
... . ... art shall be used in a will, but only that 

or mg o wi . wording shall be such that the inten- 

tions of the testator can be known therefrom. 


62. For the purpose of determining questions as to what 
Enquiries to determine pcrson or what property is denoted by 
questions as to object or any words used in a will, a Court musi 
subject of will. enquire into every material fact relating 

to the persons who claim to be interested under such will, the pro- 
perty which is claimed as the subject of disposition, the circum- 


* Of Part XI., ss. 6i -77 (both inclusive), 82, 83, 85, 88 ;She 

inclusive), apply to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Buddhists m ^ 
Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns of Madras and Bombay. 
See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), s. 2. 
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stances of the testator and of his family, and into every fact, a 
knowledge of which may conduce to the right application of the 
words which the testator has used. 

lllxtstraiions. 

(a.) A, by hi3 will, bequeaths i|OOo rupees to his eldest son,* ov to his 
youngest grandchild, or to his cousin Mary. A Court may make inquiry 
in order to ascertain to what person the description in the will applies, 

(J.) A, by his will, leaves to B ** his estate called Black Acre/* It may 
be necessary to take evidence in order to ascertain what is the subject-matter 
of the bequest j that is to say, what estate of the testator’s is called Black 
Acre. 

(r.) A, by his will, leaves to B, ** the estate which he purchased of C.’’ 
It may be necessary to take evidence in order to ascertain what estate the 
testator purchased of C. 

63. Where the words used in the will to designate or describe a 
Misnomer or mis*descrjp-» legatee, or a class of legatees, sufficiently 
iion of object. show what is meant, an error in the 

name or description shall not prevent the legacy from taking effccU 

A mistake in the name of a legatee may be corrected by a 
description of him, and a mistake in the description of a legatee 
may be corrected by the name. 

Illustrations, 

* 

(a ) A bequeaths a legacy **to Thomas, the second son* of his brother 
John/' The testator has an only brother, named John, who has no son 
named Thomas, but has a second son whose name is WiHiam. William 
shall have the legacy. 

(6.) A bequeaths a legacy “ to Thomas, the second son of his brother 
John.” The testator has an only brother, named John, whose first son is 
named Thomas, and whose second son is named William. Thomas shall 
have the legacy. 

(c„) The testator bequeaths his property to A and B, the legitimate 
children of C.*' C has no legitimate child, but has two illegitimate children, 
AandB. The bequest to A and B takes effect, although they are illegi.. 
timate. 


* In applying ss. 62, 63, 92, 96, 98, 99, too, 101, io2, and 103 of the 
said Succession Act to wills and codicils made under this Act (XXI. of 
1870), the words, “ son," " sons," “ child,” and “ children," shall be deemed 
to include an adopted child ; and the word " grandchildren " shall be deemed 
to include the children, whether adopted or natural-born, of a child 
whether adopted or natural-born ; and the expression, "daughter-in-law" 
sl^ll be deemed to include the wife of an adopted son. — Hindu Wills Act 

(XXI, of 1870), 3. 6. 
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(d.) The testator gives his residuary estate to be divided among " his 
seven children/’^ and, proceeding to enumerate them, mentions six names 
only. The omission shall not prevent the seventh child from taking a 
share with the others. " 

(e.) The testator, having six grandchildren,* makes a bequest to ^*his 
six grandchildren/^ and, proceeding to mention them by their Christian 
names, mentions one twice over, omitting another altogether. The one 
whose name is not mentioned shall take a share with the others. 

(/.) The testator bequeaths ‘‘ 1,000 rupees to each of the three chil- 
dren* of At the |date of the will, A has four children. Each of these 

four children shall, if he survives the testator, receive a legacy of i,ooo 
rupees. 

64 . Where any word material to the full expression of the 
When words may be sup- meaning has been omitted, it may be 
piled. supplied by the context. 


Ilhistraiion. 


The testator gives a legacy of five hundred to his daughter A, and 
a legacy of five hundred rupees to his daughter B. A shall take a legacy 
of five hundred rupees. 

65 . If the thing which the testator intended to bequeath can 

Rejection of • erroneous be sufficiently identified from the des- 
particulars in description o£ cripiion of it given in the will, but some 
subject. ^ partg of the description do not apply, such 

parts of the description shall be rejected as erroneous, and the be- 
quest shall take effect. 

Illustrations, 


(a.) A bequeaths to B, “ his marsh-lands lying in L, and in the occu- 
pation of X.*' The testator had marsh-lands lying in L, but no marsn- 
lands in the occupation of X. The words “ in the occupation or A s 
be rejected as erroneous, and the marsh-lands of the testator lying in s 
pass by the bequest. 

{b,) The testator bequeaths to A “ his zemindary of Rampur. — 

an estate at Rampur, but it was a taluq, and not a zeminaari. H 

passes by this bequest. 


66 . If the will mentions several circumstances 
When P.,. or te„ip.io„ Of .be .hlng wbicb the 


or tfte tning wmuu mu nf 

bequeath, and there is any p P J 
iicuub. his in respect of which all 

stances exist, the bequest shall be consideged as limits Q 


may not be rejected as erro^ 
neous. 


* See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), s. 6 (reproduced at foot 
note of p. 23, supra,) 
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petty, and it shall not be lawful to reject any part of the descrip- 
tion as erroneous, because the testator had other property to which 
such part of the description does not apply. 

Explanation. — ^In judging whether a case falls ”, within the 
meaning of this section, any words which would be liable to rejec- 
tion under section 65 are to be considered as struck out of the will. 


lUusirations. 

(^.) \ bequeaths to B “ his marsh-lands Ijinir in L, and in the occupa* 
tion o! the testator had marshlands lying in L, some of which were 
in the occupaiion of X, and some notin the occupation of X. The bequest 
shall be considered as limited to such of the testator’s marsh-lands lying 
in L as were in the occupation of X* 

(^.) A bequeaths to B “ his marsh-lands lying in L, and in the 
occupation of X, comprising i,ooo high as of land.*' The testator had marsh- 
lands lying in L, some of which were in the occupation of X. and some not 
in the occupation of X. The measurement is wholly inapplicable to the 
marsh-lands of either class, or to the whole taken together. The measure- 
ment shall be considered as struck out of the will, and such of the testator^ 
marsh-lands lying in L as were in the occupation of X shall alone pass by 
the bequest. 

67. Where the words of the will are unambiguous, but it is 
Extrinsic evidence admis- found by exlrinslc evidence lhat they 
sible in cases of latent arabi- admit of applications, One only of which 

can have been intended by the testator, 
extrinsic evidence may ba taken to show which of these applica- 
tions was intended. 


Hlusiraiions* 

(a*) A man, having two cousins of the name of Mary, bequeaths a sum 
of money to his cousin Mary.'' It appears that there are two persons, 
•each answering the description in the will. That description, therefore, 
admits of two applications, only one of which can have been intended by 
the testator. Evidence is admissible to show which of the two applications 
was intended. 

(h) A, by his will, leaves to B “ his estate called Sultanpur Khurd." 
It turns out that he had two estates called Sultanpur Khurd : Evidence is 
-admissible to show which estate was intended. 

68. Where there is an ambiguity or deficiency on the face 
Extrinsic evidence inad- of tbc will, no extrinsic evidedce as to 
•missibie in cases oi patent the intentions of the testator shall he 
atnbigmty or deficiency. admitted, T 
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Illustrations. 

(a.) A man has an aunt Caroline and a cousin Mary, and has no aunt 
of the name of Mary. By his will he bequeaths x,ooo rupees to “ his aunt 
Caroline and i,ooo rupees to “ his cousin Mary,” and afterwards, bequeaths 
2,000 rupees to “ his before-mentioned aunt Mary.” There is no person to 
whom the description given in the will can apply, and evidence is not ad- 
missible to show who was meant by his before-mentioned aunt Mary ” 
The bequest is therefore void for uncertainty under section 76. 

{b ) A bequeaths 1,000 rupees to , leaving a blank for the name 
of the legatee. Evidence is not admissible to show what name the testator 
intended to insert, 

(c.) A bequeaths to B rupees, or “his estate of •” Evi- 

dence is not admissible to show what sum or what estate the testator in- 
tended to insert. 


69. The meaning of any clause in a will is to be collected 
Meaning of clause to be the entire instrument, and all its 

collected from entire will. parts are to be construed with reference 
to each other; and for this purpose a codicil is to be considered as 
part of the will. 

lllusiraiionSa 


(a' The testator gives to B a specific fund or property at the death of 
Aj and, by a subsequent clause, gives the whole of his property to A. The 
effect of the several clauses taken together is to vest the specific fund or 
property in A for life, and after his decease in B ; it appearing from the 
bequest to B that the testator meant to use, in a restricted sense, the words 
in which he describes what he gives to A. 

(^.) Where a testator, having an estate, one part of which is called 
Black Acre, bequeaths the whole of his estate to A, and in another part of 
his will bequeaths Black Acre to B, the latter bequest is to be read as an 
exception out of the first, as if he had said “ 1 give Black Acre to B, and all 
the rest of my estate to A,” 


70 . General words 


may be understood in a restricted sense 
where it may be collected from the will 
that the testator meant to use them in 
a restricted sense ; and words may be 

understood in a wider sense than that 

;rhich they usually bear where it may be collected from the other 
rords of the will that the testator meant to use them in such wider 
ense. 


When words 
understood in 
sense, and when 
wider than usual. 


may be 
restricted 
in sense 


IlluttrationSm 


(«.) A testator gives to A “his faro^ in oi B 


'•aHhismarsh.landr in L.” Part of the farm in ““Stands in 
consists of marshlands in L, and the testator also has othe 
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L. The general words, ** all his tnarsh-Iands in L/* are restricted by the 
gift to A. A takes the whole of the farm in the occupation of B, including 
that portion of the farm which consists of marsh-lands in L. 

(6 • The testator (a sailor on ship-board) bequeathed to his mother 
his gold ring, buttons, and chest of clothes, and to his friend A 'a ship- 
mate) his red box, clasp-knife, and all things not before bequeathed. The 
testator’s share in a house does not pass to A under this bequest. 

(c.) A, by his will, bequeathed to B all his house-hold furniture plate, 
linen, china, books, pictures, and all other goods of whatever kind; and 
afterwards bequeathed to B a specified part of Hi'* property, Under the 
first bequest, B is entitled only to such articles of the testator^s as are of 
the same nature with the articles therein enumerated, 

71. Where a clause is susceptible of two meanings, accord- 
Which of two possible ‘ng to one of which it lias some effect, 

constructions preferred. and according 10 the Other it can have 

none, the former is to be preferred. 

72. No pArt of a will is to be rejected as destitute of mean* 
No part rejected if it can ing if it is possible to put a reasonable 

be reasonably construed. construction upon it. 

73. If the same words occur in different parts of the same 

Interpretation of words '^ey must be taken to have been 

repeated in different parts used everywhere in the same sense, un- 
of less there appears an intention to the 

contrary. 

74. The intention of the testator is not to be set aside, be- 
Testator's intention to be Cause it cannot take effect to the full 

effectuated as far as possible, extent, but effect is tO be given tO it as 

far as possible. 

Illustration. 


The testator, by a will made on his death-bed, bequeathed all his pro- 
perty to C D for life, and after his decease to a certain hospital. The 
intention of the testator cannot take effect to its full extent, because the 
gift to the hospital is void under section 105, but it shall take effect so far 
as regards the gift to C D. 

75 . Where two clauses or gifts in a will are irreconcilable, 
The last of two inconsist- SO that they cannot possibly stand to- 
ent clauses prevails. gether, the last shall prevail. 


Illustrations. 

(«.) The testator, by the first clause of his will leaves his estate of 
Kamnagar ** to A,” and, by the last clause of his will, leaves it to B. and » 
not to A.^ B shall have it. 
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(6.) If a man, at the commencement of his will, gives his house to A. 
and at ihe close of it directs that his house shall be sold, and the proceeds 
invested for the benefit of B, the latter disposition shall prevail. 


Will or bequest void for 
uncertainty. 


70. A v?ill or bequest not expres- 
sive of any definite intention is void for- 
uncertainty. 

lllustrnfion. 

If a testator says, " I bequeath goods to A;" or " I bequeath to A;”' 
or " I leave to A all the goods mentioned in a schedule.” and no schedule 
is found ; or, " ( bequeath ' money,' ' wheat,’ ' oil,’ ” or the like, without 
saying how much, this is void. 

77. The description contained in a will of property, the subject 

, , ... . • ^ of gift, shall, unless a contrary intention 

br ,he will, be deemed to reta 

description at testator’s and comprise the property answering tnat 

death. description at the death of the testator. 

78. Unless a contrary intention shall appear by the will, a - 

Power of appointment ‘'"f f f 

executed by jrcner.il bequest, be construed to include any property 

which he may have power to appoint by will to any object 
he may think proper, and shall operate as an execution o 
power ; 

and a bequest of property described 
shall be construed to include any property to which such P 

tion may extend, which he may have power to appoint y 
any object he may think proper, and shall operate as an 
of such power. 

79. Where property is bequeathed 

enrh nf certain objects as a specineo 
Implied gift to objects of ,. or for the benefit* 

power in default of appoint” person shall app , , q-.jqps as 

ment. of certain objects in such 

a specified person shall appoint, and the by the 

the event of no appointment being made, if P bfects of the 
will be not exercised, the property belongs to all the objects 

power in equal shares. 

Illustration. 

“ HmLS' .MT, JlT/a^W - -Udmn. 
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80. Where a bequest is made to the *' heirs ” or “ right hebs 
Bequest to ‘heirs,” &c., or ” relations” Or ” nearest relations,” or 
of particular person without “ family," or “ kindred," or “ nearest of 
qualifying terms. j.jn » ^ particular 

person, without any qualifying terms, and the class so designated 
forms the direct and independent object of the bequest, the pro- 
perty bequeathed shall be distributed as if it had belonged to 
such person, and he had died, intestate in respect of it leaving assets 
for the payment of his debts independently of such property. 

Jllustrations. 

(o ) A leaves his property “ to his own nearest relation.” The pro . 
petty goes to those who would be entitled to it if A had died intestate, 
leaving assets for the payment ot his debts independently of such property* 

(6.) A bequeaths lo^ooo rupees ”to B for his life, and after the death 
of B to his own right heirs.” The legacy after B’s death belongs to those who 
would be entitled to it if it had formed part of A*s unbequeathed property. 

(c.) A leaves his property to B ; but, if B dies before him, to B's next 
of kin. B dies before A. The property devolves as if it had belonged to 
B, and he had died intestate, leaving assets for the payment of bis debts, 
independently of such property. 

(rf.) A leaves 10.000 rupess ** to B for his life, and, after his decease 
to the heirs of C.” The legacy goes as if it had belonged to C, and he bad 
died intestate, leaving assets for the payment of his debts independently of 
the legacy. 

8l. Where a bequest is made to the ” representatives,” or' 
Bequest to " Representa- " bgal representatives." or ” personal 
lives,” &c., of particular representatives,” or ” executors or ad- 

mitiistrators," of a particular person, and 
the class so designated forms the direct and independent object of 
the bequest, the property bequeathed shall be distributed as if it 
had belonged to such person, and he had died intestate in respect 
of it. 


Illustration^ 

A bequest is made to the '* legal representative ” of A. A has died 
intestate and insolvent. B is his administrator. B is entitled to receive 
the legacy, and shall apply it in the first place to the discharge of such part 
of A^s debts as may remain unpaid s If there be any surplus, B shall pay 
it to those persons who, at A’s death, would have been entitled to receive 
any property of A*s which might remain after payment of his debts, or to 
the representatives of such persons. 
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82 .* Where property is bequeathed to any person, he is 
Bequest without words of entitled to the whole interest of the 
imitation. testator therein unless it appears from 

•the will that only a restricted interest was intended for him. 


83.* Where property is bequeathed to a person, with a 

Bequest in alternative. bequest in the alternative to another 

person or to a class of persons, if a con- 
rary intention does not appear by the will, the legatee first named 
•shall be entitled to the legacy if he be alive at the time when it 
takes effect ; but, if be be then dead, the person or class of persons 
named in the second branch of the alternative shall take the legacy. 


IllustraiionsB 

(a.) A bequest is made to A or to B. A survives the testator. B takes 
nothing. 

{b ) A bequest is made to A or to B. A dies after the date of the will 
and before the testator. The legacy goes to B. 

{c.) A bequest is made to A or to B. A is dead at the date of the will. 
The legacy goes to B. 

(if.) Property is bequeathed to A or his heirs. A survives the testator. 
A takes the property absolutely. 

(e.) Property is bequeathed to A or his nearest of kin. A dies in the 
lifetime of the testator. Upon the death of the testator, the bequest to A*s 
nearest of kin takes effect. 

(/.) Property is bequeathed to A for life, and after his death to B or 
his heirs. A and B survive the testator, B dies in A's lifetime. Upon 
As death, the bequest to the heirs of B takes effect. 

(g.) Property is bequeathed to A for life, and after his death to B or 
his heirs. B dies in the testator's lifetime. A survives the testator. 
Upon A*s death, the bequest to the heirs of B takes effect, 

84 . Where property is bequeathed to a person, and words are 
Effect of words describing added which describe a class of persons, 
a class added to bequest to but do not denote them as direct objects 
a person. ^ distinct and independent gift, such 

person is entitled to the whole interest of the testator therein unless 
a contrary intention appears by the will. 


^ Ss. 82 and 83 apply to the wills of Hindus, &c., in 
of Bengal, and in the towns of Madras and Bombay.— the ru 
WiMs Act (XXL of 1870), s. 2. 
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(a.) A bequest is made — 

to A and his children, 

to A and his children by his present wife, 

to A and his heirs, 

to A and the heirs of his body, 

to A and the heirs male of his body, 

to A and the heirs female of his body, 

to A and his issue, 

to A and his family, 

to A and his descendants, 

to A and his representatives, 

to A and his personal representatives, 

to A, his executors, and administrators ; 

In each of these cases, A takes the whole interest which the testator 
had in the property. 

{b.) A bequest is made to A and his brothers. A and his brothers are 
jointly entitled to the legacy. 

(r.) A bequest is made to A for life, and after his death to his issue. 
At the death of A the property belongs in equal shares to all persons who 
shall then answer the description of issue of A. 


85.^ Where a bequest is made to a class of persons under a 
Bequest to classof persons general description only, no one to whom 
under general description the words of the description are not, in 

their ordinary sense, applicable shall 
take the legacy. 


86. The word ‘‘ children " in a will applies only to lineal 


Construction of terras. 


descendants in the first degree, the word 
“grandchildren” applies only to lineal 
descendants in the second degree, of the person whose “ children ” 
or “grandchildren ” are spoken of; 


the words “ nephews ” and “nieces” apply only to children 
of brothers or sisters ; 


* S, 8s applies to the wills of Hindus, &c., in the Lower Provinces of 
Bengal and in the towns of Madras and Bombay . — See the Hindu Wills 
Act (XXI. of 1870), s. 2. 
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the words “ cousins,” or “ first cousins,” or “ cousins-german,” 
apply only to cnildren of brothers or of sisters of the father or 
mother of the person whose “cousins,” or “first cousins,” or 
“ cousins-gcrman ” are spoken of; 

the words “ first cousins once removed ” apply only to children 
of cousins-gcrman, or to cousins-german of a parent of the person 
wnose “ first cousins once removed” are spoken of; 

the words “second cousins” apply only to grandchildren of 
brothers or of sisters of the grandfather or grandmother of the 
person whose “second cousins” are spoken of; 

the words “issue” and “descendants” apply to all lineal 

descendants whatever of the person whose “issue or desend- 

ants” are spoken of. 

Words expressive of collateral relationship apply alike to re- 
latives of full and of half-blood. 

All words expressive of relationship apply to a child 
womb who is afterwards born alive. 

87. In the absence oUny inlimaUon < 0 , con.r«yJ J .he 

Words expressing rcia- „ j ’ .h-hter.” or any word which express- 

tionship denote only lepi- rolotinnshio is tO be understood aS 
timatc relatives, or, fading eS relationship, IS m 

........ .a.,- danoung^on^ a ^leg ^ ,ela.iva| 

a parson who has acquirad, at .ha date of .he will, tha rapnlahon 
being such relative. 

Illustrations, 

f fi B 30 d C 3^® 

(a.) A, having three children, B, C, and ° ^ b” equally divided 
legitimate, and D is illegitimate, leaves his prope y j gj,ares 

among his children.” The property bslongs to B ana u 

to the exclusion of D. . , v acauired the repu- 

(i.) A, having a niece of bequeaths a sum 

tation of being his niece, and haying no L^ied to the legacy. 

of money to his niece. The illegitimate me 

(c.) A, having in his will onumerated his c i children.” B 

of them B, who is illegitimate, leaves « ^“timate children, 
will take a share in the legacy along with the legitim^ 

[_d.) A leaves a legacy to the had, , at the date of the 

none but illegitimate ohddren. All Jose ^ ^ objects of 

will, acquired the reputation of being the cniim 

gift- 
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(<*.) A bequeathed a legacy to ‘'the children of B.” B never had any 
legitimate child. C and D had, at the date of the will, acquired the reputa* 
tion of being children of B. After the date of the will, and before the 
death of the testator, E and F were born, and acquired the reputation of 
being children of B. Only C and D are objects of the bequest. 

(/. ) A makes a bequest in favour of his child by a certain woman, not 
his wife. B had acquired, at the date of the will, the reputation of being 
the child of A by the woman designated. B takes the legacy. 

fg.) A makes a bequest in favour of his child to be born of a woman, 
who never becomes his wife. The bequest is void. 

(.ft.) A makes a bequest in favour of the child of which a certain woman, 
not married to him, is pregnant. The bequest is valid. 

88.* Where a will purports to make two bequests to the same 
Rules of construction where person, and a question arises whether 
will purports to make two the testaior intended to make the second 
bequests to same person. bequasi instead of, Or in addition to, the 
first, if there is nothing in the will to show what he intended, the 
following rules shall prevail in determining the construction to be 
put upon the will : — 

Ftrsi. — If the same specific thing is bequeathed twice to the 
same legatee in the same will, or in the will, anh again in a codicil, 
he is entitled to receive that specific thing only. 

Second. — Where one and the same will or one and the same 
codicil purports to make, in two places, a bequest to the same 
person of the same quantity or amount of anything, he shall be 
entitled to one such legacy only. 

Ihird. — Where two legacies of unequal amount are given to 
the same person in the same will or in the same codicil, the 
legatee is entitled to both. 

Fourth. — Where two legacies, whether equal or unequal in 
■amount, are given to the same legatee, one by a will and the other 
by a codicil, or each by a different codicil, the legatee is entitled 
to both legacies. 

Explanation . — In the four last rules, the word “ will " does 
not include a codicil. 

Illustrations. 


(a.) A, having ten shares, and no more, in the Bank of Bengal, made 
his will, which contains near its commencement the words, “ I bequeath my 


* This section and ss. 88-103 (both inclusive) apply to the wills of 
Hindus, &c., in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns of Madra-; 
and Bombay . — See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), s. 2. 
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ten shares in the Bank of Bengal to B,*^ After other bequests, the will 
concludes with the words, “ and I bequeath my ten shares in the Bank of 
Bengal to B. B is entitled simply to receive A’a ten shares in the Bank 
or Bengal. 

(6.) A, having one diamond ring which was given him by B, bequeath- 
ed to C the diamond ring which was given him by B' A afterwards made 
a codicil to his will, and thereby, after giving other legacies, he bequeath- 
ed to C the diamond ring which was given him by B, C can claim nothing 
except the diamond ring which was given to A by B. 

(r*) A, by his will, bequeaths to B the sum of 5,000 rape es, and after- 
wards, in the same will, repeats the bequest in the same words, B is entitled 
to one legacy of 5,000 rupees only. 

((£.) A, by his will, bequeaths to B the sum of 5,000 rupees, and after- 
wards, the same will, bequeaths to B the sum of 0,ooo rupees. B is 
entitled to 1 1,000 rupees. 

(e?.) A, by his will, bequeaths to B SjOoo rupees, and by a codicil to the will 
he bequeaths to him 5,000 rupees. B is entitled to receive 10,000 rupees. 

(/. ) A, by one codicil to his will, bequeaths to B 5i00^ rupees, and by 
another codicil bequeaths to him 6,000 rupees. B is entitled to receive 
11,000 rupees. 

(g.) A, by his will, bequeaths 500 rupees to B, because she was his 
nurse,** and in another part of the will bequeaths 500 rupees to B, “ because 
she went to England with his children. B is entitled to receive 1,000 
rupees. 

(A.) A, by his will, bequeaths to B the sum of rupees, and also, in 
another part of the will, an annuity of 400 rupees. B is entitled to both 
legacies, 

(t\) A, by his will, bequeaths to B the sum of 5»oo9 
bequeaths to him the sum of 5,000 rupees if he shall attain the age of io« 
B is entitled absolutely to one sum of 5,000 rupees, and takes a contingent 
interest in another sum of 5,000 rupees. 

89. A. residuary legatee may be constituted by any words 
Constitution of residuary that show an intention on the part 
legatee. testator that the person designated snail 

take the surplus or residue of his property. 

A makes her wilt, consisting of several testamentary papers, in one 
of which are contained the following words I think there will be some- 
thing left, after all funeral expenses, &Cm to give to B, now at scnoo , 
towards equipping him to any profession he may hereafter be appointe 0. 

B is constituted residuary legatee 

(^,) A makes his will with the following passage at the end ^ 

believe there will be found sufficient in my banker's 
discharge my debts, which I hereby desire B to do, and keep ' the r 
for her own use and pleasure.** B is constituted the residuary legatee. 
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(c.) A bequeaths all his property to B, except certain stocks and funds 
which he bequeaths to C. B is the residuary legatee. 

90. Under a residuary bequest, the legatee is entitled to all 
Property to which resi- property belonging to the testator at the 
duary legatee entitled. time of i»is death of which he has not 

made any other testamentary disposition which is capable of taking 
effect. 


Illustration, 


A, by his will, bequeaths certain legacies, one of which is void under 
section 105, and another lapses by the death of the legatee. A bequeaths 
the residue of his property to B. After the date of his will, A purchases s 
zemindari, which belongs to him at the time of his death. B is entitled to 
the two legacies and the zemindari as part of the residue, 

91. If a legacy be given in general terms, without specifying 
Time of vesting of legacy time when it is to bs paid, the legates 
in general terms. has a vested interest in it from the day 

of the death of the testator, and, if he dies without having received 
it, it shall pass to his representatives. 


92. If the legatee does not survive the testator, the legacy 

cannot take effect, but shall lapse and 
form part of the residue of the testator's 
property, unless it appear by the will that the testator intended that 
it should go to some other person. 


In what case legacy lapses. 


In order to entitle the representatives of the legatee to receive 
the legacy, it must be proved that he survived the testator. 


Illustrations^ 

(a.) The testator bequeaths to B “ 500 rupees which B owes him.” B 
dies before the testator. The legacy lapses. 

(&0 A bequest is made to A and his children.* A dies before the tes- 
tator, or happens to be dead when the will is made. The legacy to A and 
his children lapses. ' 

A legacy is given to A, and, in case of his dying before the testa- 
tor to B. A dies before the testator. The legacy goes to B. 

{d,) A sum of money is bequeathed to A for life, and after his death to 
B. A dies in the lifetime of the testator ; B survives the testator. The 
bequest to B takes effect. 


See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1S70), s. 6 (which is reproduced 
as foot-note at p. 23, supra). 
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(<?.) A sum .of money is bequeathed to A on his completing his eight- 
eenth year, and in case he should die before he completes his eighteenth 
year, to B. A completes his eighteenth year, and dies in the lifetime of 
the testator. The legacy to A lapses, and the bequest to‘B does not take 
efTect. 

(/) The testator and the legatee perished in the same shipwreck. 
There is no evidence to show which died first. The legacy will lapse. 


Legacy does not lapse if 
one of two joint legatees 
,die before testator. 


93. If a legacy be ’ given to two 
persons jointly, and one of them die be- 
fore the testator, the other legatee takes 
the whole. 


IlUtstration* 

The legacy is simply to A and B. A dies before the testator^ B 
takes the legacy, 

94. But, where a legacy is given io legatees in words which 
Effect of words showtng show that the testator intended to gi^e 

testator’s intention to give them distinct shares of it, then, if any le- 
distinct shares. before the testator, so much of 

the legacy as was intended for him shall fall into the residue of (he 
testator's property, 

Jllustraiicn. 

A sum of money is bequeathed to A, B, and C, to be equally divided 
among them. A dies before the testator, B and C shall only take so 
much as they would have had if A had survived the testator. 

95. Where the share that lapses is a part oi the general resi- 
When lapsed share goes tiue bequeathed by the will, that 

as undisposed of. shall go as undisposed of. 


Illustraiion. 


The testator bequeaths the residue of his estate to A, B, and C to 
equally divided between them. A dies before the testator. His one* 
of the residue goes as undisposed of. 


96. Where a bequest shall have been made to any child* or 
bequest descendant of the testator, 


When bequest to testa- 
tor’s child or lineal descend- 
ant does not lapse on his 
death in testator’s lifetime. 


and the legatee shall die in the Itoe 
of the testator, but any lineal descendant 
of his shall survive the testator, the oe- 


* Ses the Hindu Wills Act (XXf. of 1870), s. 6 (which is reproduced 
as foot-note at p. 23, supra). 
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quest shall not lapse, but shall take effect as if the death of the 
legatee had hippened immediately after tlie death of the testator 
unless a contrary intention shall appear by the will. 

Illustration ^ 

A makes his will, by which he bequeaths a sum o( money to his son’^ 
B for his own absolute use and benefit B dies before A, leaving a son C 
who survives A, and having made his will, whereby he bequeaths all his 
property to his widow D. The money goes to D. 

97. Where a bequest is made to one person for the benefit of 
Bequest to A for benefit another, the legacy does not lapse by the 

of B does not lapse by A’s death, in the testator p lifetime, of the 

person to whom the bequest is made. 

98. Where a bequest is made simply to a described class of 
Survivorshio in case of persons, the thing bequeathed shall go 

bequest to described class. only to such as shall be alive at the testa- 
tor’s deatfi. 

Exception . — property is bequeathed to a class of persons 
described as standing in a particular degree of kindred to a specifi- 
ed individual, but their possession of it is deferred until a time hter 
than the death of the testator by reason of a prior bequest or other- 
wise. the property shall at that time gi to such of them as shall be 
then alive, and to the representatives of any of them who have died 
since the death of the testator. 

llUt%traHons^ 

(fl.) A bequeaths i,ooo rupees to the children” * of B without saying 
when it is to be distributed among them B had died previous to the 
date of the will leaving three children, C, D, and E. E died after the date 
of the will, but before the death of A. C and D survive A. The legacy 
shall belong to C and D to the exclusion of the representatives of E, 

(6.) A bequeaths a legacy to the children* of B. At the time of the 
testator’s death, B has no children. The bequest is void. 

(c.l A lease for years of a house was bequeathed to A for his life, and 
after his decease to the children* of B. At the death of the testator, B had 
, two children living, C and D ; and he never had any other child Afterwards 
during the lifetime of A, C died leaving E his executor. ,D has survived A 
D and E are jointly entitled tn so much of the leasehold term as remains un- 
expired . 


* Seet\iQ Hindu Wills Act (XXL of iSyo), s. 6 (which Us reproduced 
as foot-note at p. 23, supra)^ * , 
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[d.) A sum of money was bequeathed to A for her life, and after her 
decease ^ the children of B. At the death of the testator, B had two children 
hvin^ after that events two children, E and F, were born to 

iS, C and h died in the lifetime of A, C having made a will, E having 
made no will, a has died, leaving D and F surviving her. The legacy is 
to be divided into four equal parts, one of which is to be paid to the execu* 
tor of C, one of D, one to the administrator of E, and one to F. 


(e.) A bequeaths one-third of his lands.to B for his life, and after his 
decease to the sisters of B. At the death of the testator, B had two sisters 
living, C and D, and after that event another sister E was born. C died 
during the life of B ; D and E have survived B. One-third of A's lands 
belongs to D, E, and the representatives of C in equal shares. 

(/,) A bequeaths i,ooo rupees to B for life, and after his death equally 
among the children"^ of C Up to the death of B, C had not had any child. 
The bequest after the death of B is void. 

(g.) A bequeaths i,ooo rupees to ail the children,* born or to be 
born/' of B, to be divided among them at the death of C. At the death of 
the testator, B has two children living, D and E. After the death of tbe 
testator, but in the lifetime of C, two other children, F and G, are born to 

After the death of C, another child is born to B. The legacy belongs 
to D, E, F, and G, to the exclusion of the after-born child of B. 

(A.) A bequeaths a fund to the children* of B, to be divided 
them when the elder shall attain majority. At the testator's death, B had 
one child living, named C- He afterwards had two other children, named 
D and E. E died, but C and D were Jiving when C attained majority. The 
fund belongs to C, D, and the representatives of E to the exclusion oi any 
child who may be born to B after C's attaining majority. 


^ Bequest to person by par- 
ticular description who is 
not in existence at testator^s 
death. 


PART Xll.f 
Of Void Bequests. 

89. Where a bequest is made to J 


and 


person by a particular description, 
there is no person in existence at t e 
testator’s death who answers the descrip- 
tion, ihe bequest is void. 

Exctpiion . — If property is bequeathed to a person 
as standing in a particular degree of kindred to a specified m 

* See the Hindu Wills Act (XXL of tSyo), s. 6 (which is reproduced 
as foot-note at p. 23, sMpra). .vp ivillsoi 

t Of Part XII., ss. 99 to 103 (both inclusive) apply to the will 

Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Buddhists in the Art (XXI. 

and in the towns of Madras and Bombay . — See the ^ Act 

of 1870), S3. 2 and 6, as amended by the Probate and Admin 
(V. of i88j), s, 154. 
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dual, but his possession of it is deferred until a time later than the 
death of the testator by reason of a prior bequest or otherwise, and 
if a person answering the description is alive at the death of the tes- 
tator, or comes into existence between that event and such later 
time, the property shall, at such later time, go to that person, or, if 
he be dead, to his represeniatives. 

Illustraiions. 

(a.) A bequeaths x,ooo rupees to the eldest son* of B. At the death 
of the testator, B has no son. The bequest is void. 

( 4 .) A bequeaths t,ooo rupees to B for life, and after his death to the 
oldest son’*’ of C. At the death of the testator, C had no son. Afterwards, 
'during the life of B, a son is born to C, Upon B*s death, the legacy goes 
to C’s son. 

(c.) A bequeaths t,ooo rupees to B tor life, and after his death to the 
eldest son^ of C. At the death of the testator, C had no son ; afterwards, 
during the life of B, a son named D is born to C. D dies ; then B dies. 
'The legacy goes to the representative of D. 

{d,) A bequeaths his estate of Green Acre to B for life, and at his 
.decease to the eldest son* of C. Up to the death of B, C has had no son. 
The bequest to C*s eldest son is void. 

(ff ) A bequeaths 1,000 rupees to the eldest son* of C, to be paid to 
him after the death of B. At the death of the cestator, C has no son, but 
a son is afterwards born to him during the life of B, and is alive at B’s 
death. Cs son is entitled to the i,ooo rupees. 

100. Where a bequest is made to a person not in existence at 
Bequest to person not in the time o£ the testator s death, subject 
existence at testator’s death to a prior bequest Contained m the will, 
subject to pr.or bequest. later bequest shall be void unless it 

comprises the whole of the remaining interest of the testator in the 
thing bequeathed. 


Illustrations^ 

{a.} Property is bequeathed to A for his life, and after his death to his 
eldest son^ for life, and after the death of the latter, to his eldest son. At 
the time of the testator’s death, A has no son. Here the bequest to A*s 
eldest son is a bequest to a person not in existence at the testator’s death. 
It is not a bequest of the whole interest that remains to the testator. The 
bequest to A’s eldest son for his life is void. 

( 4 .) A fund is bequeathed to A for his life, and after his death to his 
-daughters, A survives the testator. A has daughters, some of whom were 


* See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), s. 6 (which is reproduced 
as foot-note at p. 23, supra). 
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not in existence at the testator^s death. The bequest to A*s daughters 
comprises the whole interest that remains to the testator in the thing be- 
quested. The bequest to A's daughters is valid. 


(c) A fund is bequeathed to A for his life, and after nis death to his 
daughters, with a direction that, if any of them marries under the age of 
eighteen, her portion shall be settled, so that it may belong to herself for 
life, and may be divisible among her children* after her death. A has no 
daughters living at the time of the testator^s death, but has daughters born 
afterwards who survive him. Here the direction for a settlement Hrs the 
effect, in the case of each daughter who marries under eighteen, of substi* 
tuting, for the absolute bequest to her, a bequest to her merely for her lifej 
that is to say, a bequest to a person not in existence at the time of the tes- 
tator^s death of something which is less than the whole interest that remains 
to the testator in the thing bequeathed. The direction to settle the fund is 
void. 


(d,) A bequeaths a sum of money to B for life, and directs that, upon 
the death of B, the fund shall be settled upon his daughters, so that the por- 
tion of each daughter may belong to herself for life, and may be divided 
among her children* after her death. B has no daughter living at the time 
of the testator's death. In this case the only bequest to the daughters of B 
is contained in the direction to settle the fund, and this direction amounts 
to a bequest, to persons not yet born, of a life-interest in the fund, that is 
to say, of something which is less than the whole interest that remains in 
the testator in the thing bequeathed. The direction to settle the fund 
upon the daughters of B is void. 


101 * No bequest is valid whereby the vesting of the thing be- 
^ queated may be delayed beyond the 

Rule afra.nst perpetu.ty. persons Jiving at 

the testator's decease, and the minority of some person who shall be 
in existence at the expiration of that period, and to whom, if he at- 
tains full age, the thing bequeathed is to belong, 


Illusirations, 

(a.) A fund is bequeathed to A for his life; and after death to B for 
his life ; and after B's death to such of the sons* of B as shall nrst a 
^the age of 25 A and B survive the testator. Hear the son of B, w ® ^ 
first attain the age of 25, may be a son born after the death of es 1 
such son may not attain 25 until more than 18 years have elapse 
death of the longer liver of A and B ; and the vesting of the ^ ^ 

be delayed beyond the lifetime of A and B and the minority o e 
B, The bequest after B's death is void. 

{b ) A fund is bequeathed to A for his life : and 
his life : and after B^s death to such of B's sons* as shall firs 
of 25. B dies in the lifetime of the testator, leaving one 

* See the Hindoo Wills Act (XXL of 1870), s, 6 (which is reproduced 
as foot-note at p. 23, supra). 
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In this CaS2 the sons of B are persons living at the time of the testator’s 
decease, and the time when either of them will attain 25 necessarily falls 
within his own lifetime. The bequest is valid. 

{c.) A fund is bequeathed to A for his life, and after his death to B for 
his life, with a direction that, after B’s death, it* shall be divided amongst 
such of B^s children’*' as bhall attain the age of iS : but that, if no child of B 
shall attain that age, the fund shall go to C. Here the time for the division 
of the fund must arrive at the latest at the expiration of x8 years from the 
death of B, a person living at the testator’s decease. All the bequests are 
valid, 

A fund is bequeathed to trustees for the benefit of the testator’s 
daughters, with a direction that, if any of them marry under age, her share 
of the fund shall be settled, so as to devolve after her death upon such of 
her children’’' as shall attain the age of 18. Any daughter of the testator to 
whom the direction applies must be in existence at his decease, and any 
portion of the fund which may eventually be settled as directed must vest 
not later than 18 years from the death of the daughter whose share it was. 
All these provisions are valid. 

102. If a bequest is made to a class of persons, with regard to 
Bequest to a dass, some someof whom it is inoperative by reason 
of whom may come under of tne rules Contained in the two last 
rules in sections loo and preceding Sections, or either of them,,. 
° ' such bequest shall be wholly void.f 

Illustrations, 

{ff) A fund is bequeathed to A for life, and after his death to all his 
children’* who shall attain the age of 25. A survives the testator, and has 
some children living at tne testator’s death Each child of A’s living at the 
testator’s death must attain the age of 25 (if at all) within th^ limits allow- 
ed for a bequest. But A may have children after the testator’s decease, 
some of whom may not attain the age of 25 until more than i8 years have 
elapsed after the decease of A, The bequest to A’s children, therefore, is 
inoperative as to any child born after the testator’s death ; and, as it is given 
to alThis children as a class, it is not good as to any division of that class, 
but is wholly void. 

(6.) A fund is bequeathed to A for his life, and after his death to Bj C, 
D, and all other the children' of A who shall attain the age of 2$. B, C, D 
are children of A living at the testator’s decease, in all other respects , the 
case‘is the same as that supposed in illustration [a). The mention of B, C ' 
and D by name does not prevent the bequest from being regarded as a be- 
quest to a class, and the bequest is wholly void. 


^ (which is reproduced 

as'ioot-note at p, 23, srtpra), “ 

t 8 B. L. R. 400. ' • - 
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103 . Where a bequest is void by reason of any of the rules 
Bequest to take effect on Contained in the three last preceding 
faiiiufe of bcQuest void under sections, ftny bc^ucst contained in t»e 

sections loo, loi, or 102. same will, and intended to take effect 

after or upon failure of suen prior bequest, is alsj void* 

Illustrations* 

(a.) A fund is bequeathed to A for his life and after his death to such 
of his sons* as shall first attain the age of 2$, for his life, and after the 

decease of such son, to B, A and B survive the testator. The bequest 0 

B is intended to take effect after the bequest to such of the sons of A as 
shall first attain the age of 25, which bequest is void under section lor. 
The bequest to B is void. 

lb.) A fund is bequeathed to A for his life, and after his death to such 
of his sons* as shall first attain the age of 25, and, if M son 0 s 
attain that age, to B. A and B survive the testator. The bequest to B is 
intended to take effect upon failure of the bequest to such of ® . 

shall first attain the age of 25, which bequest is void under section . 

The bequest to B is void* 

lOl. A direction to accumulate the income arising from any 

... e nrnnprtv t;hall be void • and the property 

Effect of direction for property snail ue vuiu , ^ 

accumulation. shall be disposed of as it no accutnu 

tion had been directed. 

£xcepiwn.-~WheTs the property is immoveable or ^^ere accu* 
mulation is directed to be made from the death of the 
direction shall be valid in respect only of the income _ 

the property within one year next following the testator s » 

and at the end of the year such property and ^ ^ 

disposed of respectively as if the period during which the 
lation has been directed to be made had elapsed. 

Illustrations* 

(a.) The will directs that the sum of 10,000 rupees 

Government securities, and the ‘"come accumulated for 20 between 

the principal, together with the accumulations, shall then oe 

A B, and C. A, B, and C are entitled to receive the sum of 10,000 f 
at the end of the year from the testator’s death. . 4 the in- 

(J.) The will directs that 10,000 rupees shall be investe^^ ^ 

ome accumulated until A shall marry, and shall the" be testator’s 

entitled to receive io,ooO rupees at the end of a year 
death* 


• See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), s. 6 (which is reproduced 
as foot-note at p. 23, supra). 
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(c,) The win directs that the rents of the farm of Sultanpur shall be 
accumulated for ten years, and that the accumulation shall be then paid to 
the eldest son of A. At the death of the testator, A has an eldest son living, 
named B. B shall receive, at the end of one year from the testator’s death, 
the rents which have accrued during the year, together with any interest 
which may have been made by investing them. 

[d.) The will directs that the rents of the farm of Sultanpore shall be 
accumulated for ten years, and that the accumulations shall then be paid to 
the eldest son of A. At the death of the testator, A has no son. The be- 
-quest is void, 

(c.) A bequeaths a sum of money to B, to be paid to him when he shall 
attain the age of 18, and directs the interest to be accumulated till he shall 
arrive at that age. At A’s death, the legacy becomes vested in B ; and so 
much of the interest as is not required for his maintenance and education is 
accumulated not by reason of the direction contained in the will, but in 
v consequence of B’s minority. 

105. No man having a nephew or niece or any nearer relative 
Bequest to religious or shall have power to becjueath any property 
charitable uses. to religious or charitable uses, except by 

a will executed not less than twelve months before his death, and 
deposited within six months from its execution in some place pro- 
vided by law for the safe custody of the wills of living persons. 

Illustration^ 

A, having a nephew, makes a bequest by a will not executed nor de- 
posited as required— 

for the relief of poor people ; 

for the maintenance of sick soldiers ; 

for the erection or support of a hospital j 

for the education and preferment of orphans ; 

for the support of scholars ; 

for the erection or support of a school ; 

for the building and repairs of a bridge ; 

for the making of roads ; 

for the erection or support of a church ; 

for the repairs of a church ; 

for the benefit of ministers of religion ; 

for the formation or support of a public garden , 

All these bequests are void. 
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(A.) An estate is bequeathed to A if he shall pay 500 rupees to B. A*s 
interest in the bequest is contingent until he has paid 500 rupees to B. 

(*.} A leaves his farm of Sultanpur Khurd to B if B shall convey 
his own farm of Sultanpur Buzurg to C. B’s interest in the bequest is 
contingent until he has conveyed the latter farm to C. 

(y.) A fund is bequeathed to A if B shall not marry C within five years 
after the testator’s death, A’s interest in the legacy is contingent until the 
condition shall be fulfilled by the expiration of the five years without B’s 
having married C, or by the occurrence, within that period, of an event 
which makes the fulfilment of the condition impossible. 

(A.) A fund is bequeathed to A if B shall not make any provision for 
him by will. The legacy is contingent until B*s death. 

(/.) A bequeaths to B 500 rupees a year upon his attaining the age of 
18, and directs that the interest, or a competent part thereof, shall be appli- 
ed for his benefit until he reaches that age. The legacy is vested. 

* 

(m>) A bequeaths to B 500 rupees when he shall attain the age of 18, 
and directs that a certain sum, out of another fund, shall be applied for his 
maintenance until he arrives at that age. The legacy is contingent. 


103. Where a bequest is made only to such members of a 

. class as shall have attained a particular 

Vesting of interest in be. nerson who has not attained 

quest to such members of a ^ person who 

class as shall have attained that age cannot have a 
particular age. Jjj legacy. 


vested interest 


/Ilus^rafUn. 

A fuod is bequeathed to such of the children of A as shall 
age of rS, with a direction that, while any child of A shall be . . 

age of iS, the income of the share to which it may be presumed e wi 
eventually entitled, shall be applied for his maiatenanceand education, 
child of A, who is under the age of iS, has a vested interest in the equ 


PART XIV* 


Of Onerous Bequksts. 


109. Where 

Onerous bequest. 


a bequest i mooses an obligation on the 

he can take nothing by it unless he 

accepts it fully. 


* Part XIV. applies to the wills of of Madras 

Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of ”g„o) g. 2. 

' and Bombay.-S^^ the Hindu Wills Act (XXL of 1870), 
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Illustration. 


A, having shares in (X). a prosperous joint*stock company> and also 
shares in lY), a joint*slock company in difficulties, in respect of which 
shares heavy calls are expected to be made, bequeaths to B all his shares 
in joint*stock companies B refuses to accept the shares in (Y). lie 
forfeits the shares in (X). 


110. Where a will 

One of two separate and 
independent bequests to 
same person may be accept- 
ed, and the other refused. 


contains two separate and independent 
bequests to the same person, the le- 
gatee is at liberty to accept one of 
them, and refuse the other, although 
the former may be beneficial and the 
latter onerous. 


Jllusiraiion. 

A, having a lease for n term of years of a house at a rent which he and 
his representatives are bound to pay during the term, and which is higher 
than the house can be left for, bequeaths to B the lease and n sum of money, 
B refuses to accept the lease. He shall not, by his refusal, forfeit the money. 


PART XV/ 

Of Contingf.nt Bequests. 


111. Where a legacy is given if a specified uncertain event 

stiall happen, and no time is mentioned 
in the will for the occurrence of that 
event, the legacy cannot take effect un- 
less such event happens before the 
period when the fund bequeathed is payable or distributable. 


Bequest contingent upon 
spccihcd uncertain event, no 
time being mentioned for its 
occurrence. 


Illustrations, 

(a.) A legacy is bequeathed to A, and, in case of his death, to B. If A 
survives the testator, the legacy to B does not take effect. 

(6.) A legacy is bequeathed to A, and, in case of his death without 
children, to B. If A survives the testator, or dies in his lifetime leaving a 
child, the legacy to B does not take effect. 

(c.) A legacy is bequeathed to A when and if he attains the age of 18, 
and, in case of his death, to B, A attains the age of 18. The legacy to B 
does not take effect, 


Part XV. applies to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Buddhists 
in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns of Madras and Bom* 
bay . — See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI, of 1870), s. 2. 
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^ (c?.) A legacy is bequeathed to A for life, and after his death to B.and 

"in case of B's death without children,” to C. The words “in case of B's 
death without children ” are to be understood as meaning " in case B shall 
die without children during the lifetime of A,” 

(e.) A legacy is bequetthed to A for life, and after his death to B and, 
“ in case of B's death,” to C. The words "in case of B’s death” are to be 
considered as meaning “ in case B shall die in the lifetime of A.” 

112. Where a bequest is made to such of certain persons as 
Bequest to such of certain Shall be surviving at Some period, but 
persons as shall be surviving the exact period is not specified, the 
at some period not specified, 35 shail 

be alive at the time of payment or distribution unless a contrary 
intention appear by the will. 

(a,) Property is bequeathed to A and B, to be equally divided between 
them, or to the survivor of them. If both A and B survive the testator, the 
legacy is equally divided between thenn. If A dies before the testator, and 
B survives the testator, it goes to B. 

(^) Property is bequeathed to A for life, and after his death to B and 
C, to be equally divided between them, or to the survivor of them. B dies 
during the life of A, C survives A. At a’s death the legacy goes to C. 

(^.) Property is bequeathed to A for life, and after his death to B and 
C, or the survivor, with a direction that, if B should not survive the testator, 
his children are to stand in his place. C dies during the life of the testator. 
B survives the testator, but dies in the lifetime of A. The legacy goes to 
the representative of B. 

(d,) Property is bequeathed to A for life, and after his death to B and 
C, with a direction that, in case either of them dies in the lifetime or A, 
the whole shall go to the survivor. B dies in the lifetime of A. /Afterwar s 
C dies in the lifetime of A. The legacy goes to the representative of C. 


PART XVI5^ 

Of Conditional Bequests. 

Bequest upon impossible 113. A bequest upofl an imp 

condition. sible Condition is void. 


* Part XVL applies to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sik » , 

Whists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns o 
Bombay.'— 5^^ the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of .1870) » s. 2., 
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Illustrations, 

(a.) An estate is bequeathed to A on condition that he shall walk one 
hundred miles in an hour. The bequest is void. 

(6.) A bequeaths 500 rupees to B on condition that he shall marry A^s 
daughter. A^s daughter was dead at the date of the will. The bequest is 
void. 

114- A bequest upon a condition, the fulfilment of which 
Bequest upon illegal Or would be contrary to law or to morality, 
immoral condition. IS void. 

Illustrations. 

(a.) A bequeaths 500 rupees to B on condition that he shall raurdet C. 
The bequest is void. 

(6.) A bequeaths 5,000 rupees to his niece if she will desert her husband. 
The bequest is void. 

115. Where a will imposes a condition to be fulfilled before 
Fulfilment of condition the legatee can take a vested interest in 
piecedent to vesting of le- tlie thing bequeathed, the condition shall 

be considered to have been fulfilled if it 
has been substantially complied with. 

Illustrations, 

(a.) A legacy is bequeathed to A on condition that he shall marry with 
the consent of B, C, D, and E, A marries with the written consetit of B. 
C is present at the marriage. D sends a present to A previous to the 
marriage. E has been personally informed by A of his intentions, ahd has 
made no objection. A has fulfilled the condition. 

[b ) A legacy is bequeathed to A on condition that he shall marry 
with the consent of B, C, and D. D dies. A marries with the consent of 
B and C. A has fulfilled the condition. 

(c.) A legacy is bequeathed to A on condition that he shall marty 
with the consent of B, C, and D, A marries in the lifetime of B, C, 
and D, with the consent of B, and C only. * A has not fulfilled the condi- 
tion. 

(c 2 .) A legacy is bequeathed to A on condition that he shall marry 
with the consent of B, C, and D. A obtains the unconditional assent 
of B, C, and D, to his marriage with E. Afterwards B, C, and D 
caprlcvously retract their consent. A matries E, A has fulfilled the 
condition. 

(e.) A legacy is bequeathed to A on condition that he shall marry 
with the consent of B, C, and D. A marries without the consent of B, 
C, and D, but obtains their consent after the marriage. A has not fulfilled 
the condition. 
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(/.) A makes his will, whereby he bequeaths a sum of money to B: 
if B shall marry with the consent A*s executors. B marries during 
the lifetime of A, and A afterwards expresses his approbation of the 
marriage. A dies. The bequest to B takes effect. 

(^.) A legacy is bequeathed to A if he executes a certain document 
within a time specified in the will. The document is executed by A. 
within a reasonable time, but not within the time specified in the will. A 
has not performed the condition, and is not entitled to receive the legacy. 

118. Where there is a bequest to one person, and a bequest 
Bequest to A, and. on of the Same thing to another, if the prior 
failure of prior bequest to B* brquest shall fail, the second bequest 
shall taks effect upon the failure of the prior bequest although the 
failure may not have occurred in the manner contemplated by the 
testator. 


Illustrations, 


(o.) A bequeaths a sum of money to his own children surviving him 
and, if they all die under i8, to B. A dies without having ever had a chiia 
The bequest to B takes effect. 

{b,) A bequeaths a sum of money to B on condition that he shall 
execute a certain document within three months after A s « 'rni,. 

should neglect to do so, to C. B dies in the testator s lifetime, me 
bequest to C takes effect. 


117. Where the will shows an intention that the second be- 

^x,L , Quest shall take effect only in the event 

When second beauest not ^ . r m-.. ^ ^ 


to take 
first. 


second bequest not 
effect on failure of 


of the first bequest failing in a parucuiar 
manner, the second bequest shall not 
take effect unless the prior bequest fails in that particular manner. 


Illustration, 


A makes a bequest to his wife, but, in case she should ^ jj|g 

time, bequeaths to B that which he had bequeathed to her. A . 
wife perish together under circumstances which make it 
prove that she died before him. The bequest to B does not take e e 

118. A bequest may be made to any person with the condi 

Bequest over, conditional ^5°" superadded 
upon happening or not hap- uncertain event shall pp > . 

peniDg of specified uncertain bequeathed shall go to another per > 

or that, in case a specified uocertsm 
event shall not happen, the thing bequeathed shall go 
another person. . , 

In each case the ulterior bequest Is subject to the 
in sections 107 , 108 , jop, no, in, nzj ** ’ 
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Illuztraiions^ 

{a,) A sura of money is bequeathed to A, to be paid to him at tho 
age of i8, and, if be shall die before he attains that age, to B. A takes a 
vested interest in the legacy, subject to be divested and to go to B in case, 
A shall die under x8. 

{b.) An estate is bequeathed to A, with a proviso that, if A shall 
dispute the competency of the testator to make a will, the estate shall 
go to B, A disputes the competency of the testator to make a will. The^ 
estate goes to B. 

(c.) A sum of money is bequeathed to A for life, and after his death to^ 
B, but, if B shall then be dead, leaving a son, such son is to stand in the 
place of B. B takes a vested interest in the legacy, subject to be divested 
if he dies leaving a son in A’s lifetime. 

(c^.) A sum of money is bequeathed to A and B, and if either should ' 
die during the life of C, then to tne survivor living at the death of C. A 
and B die before C. The gift over cannot take effect, but the repre-^ 
sentative of A takes one-half of the money, and the representative of B 
takes the other half, 

(^ ) A bequeaths to B the interest of a fund for life, and directs the 
fund to be divided at her death equally among her three children, or such 
of them as shall be living at her death. All the children of B die in B's 
lifetime. The bequest over cannot take effect, but the interests of the 
children pass to their representatives. " 

119. An ulterior bequest of the kind contemplated by the 
Condition must be strict- preceding section cannot take effect 
ly fulfilled. unless the condition is strictly fulfilled. 

Illustrations m > 

(a.) A legacy is bequeathed to A with a proviso that, if he marries 
without the consent of B, C, and D. the legacy shall go to E. D dies. 
Even if A marries without the consent of B and C, the gift to E does not ' 
take effect. 

* (6.) A legacy is bequeathed to A with a proviso that, if he marries, 

without the consent of B, tha legacy shall go to C, A marries with tho 
consent of B. He afterwards becomos a widower, and marries again with- 
out the consent of B. The bequest to C does not take effect, 

(c.) A legacy is bequeathed to A, to be paid at i8 or marriage, with a 

proviso that, if A dies under i8 or marries without the consent of B, the’ 

legacy shall go to C. A marries under i8 without the consent of B. The 
bequest to C takes effect. 

Original bequest not af* 120* If the ulterior bequest be no^ 

fected by invalidity of se- valid, the original bequest is not affecU 

ed by it. . 

Act Z,, i8€5,^5. 
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Illustrations, 


’ (a.) An estate is bequeathed to A for his life, with a condition superad- 

ded that, if he shall not, on a given day, walk lOO miles in an hour, the 
Estate shall go to B. The condition being void, A retains his estate as if no 
condition had been inserted in the will. 

(i.) An estate is bequeathed to A for her life, and, if she do not desert 
her husband, to B. A is entitled to the estate during her life as if no 
condition had been inserted in the will. 

(c) An estate is bequeathed to A for life, and, if he marries, to the 
eldest son of B for life. B, at the date of the testator’s death, had not had 
a son. The bequest over is void under section 92, and A is entitled to the 
estate during his life. 

121. A bequest may be made with 
the condition superadded that it shall 
cease to have effect in case a specified 
uncertain event shall happen, or in case 
a specified uncertain event shall not 
happen. 


' Bequest conditioned that 
it shall cease to have effect 
in case specified uncertain 
event shall happen or not 
happen. 


Jllustrations* 

.. (a.) An estate is bequeathed to A for his life, '"f to ha« 

case he shall cut down a certain wood, the beques = Merest in the 
any effect. A cuts down the wood; he loses his hfe-mterest 

estate. . j 

{b.) An estate is bequeathed to A, provided that, if he the 

the age of 25 without the consent of the fthout the consent 

estate shall cease to belong to him. A marries under 25 witno 
of the executors. The estate ceases to belong to him. 

(c.) An estate is bequeathed to A provided that, ‘J. j’® ®J’®eg"°Jn^'the 
Igngland within three years after the testators prescribed, 

estate shall cease. A does not go to England within the tim p 
His interest in the estate ceases. 

{d,) An estate is bequeathed to A, with a proviso nun. 

a nun, she shall cease to have any interest in the estate. A 
She loses her interest under the will. B if B 

{e) A fund is bequeathed to A for life, and after ^nun! ^the 

shall be then living, with a proviso that, ® 3 ja the life- 

bequest to her shall cease to have any effect. B j 

time of A. She thereby loses her contingent interest in t 

122 . In order that a condition that a bequest shall - 

Such condition must not whSff relates be one 

be invalid under section 107. that the event tO whiCh I 

which could legally constitute the conditton or a 4 
templated by the 107th section. 
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123. Where a bequest is made wsth a condition superadded 

that, unless the legatee shall perform a 
Result of legatee render- certain act, the subject-matter of the be- 
!j^p“s?poninff Tct^o^whS quest Shall go to another person, or the 
no time specified, and on bequest shall cease to have effect, but no 
aon-performance of which jg specified for the performance o£ 

subject-matter to go over. takes any Step 

which renders impossible or indefinitely postpones the performance 
of the act required, the legacy shall go as if the legatee had died 
without performing such act. 

Illustrations. 


(a.) A bequest is made to A with a proviso that, unless he enters the 
army, the legacy shall go over to B. A takes holy orders, and thereby 
renders it impossible that he should fulfil the condition. B is entitled to 
receive the legacy. 

(6.) A bequest is made to A, with a proviso that it shall cease to have 
any effect if he does not marry B’s daughter. A marries a stranger, and 
thereby indefinitely postpones the fulfilment of the condition. The bequest 
ceases to have effect. 


124. Where the will requires an act to be performed by the 
'Performance of condition, legatee within a Specified time, either as 
precedent or subsequent, a Condition to be fulfilled before the 
within specified time. legacy is enjoyed, or as a condition upon 

the non-fulfilment of which the subject-matter of the bequest is to 


go over to another person, or the bequest is to cease to have effect, 
the act must be performed within the time specified unless the per- 
formance of it be prevented by fraud, in which case such further 

_ , . . , time shall be allowed as shall be requisite 

Further time in case of 


fraud. 
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PART XVII.* 

Of Bequests with Directions as to Application or Enjoyment. 

125, Where a fund is bequeathed absolutely to or for the 

benefit of any person, but the will con- 
tains a direction that it shall be applied 
or enjoyed in a particular manner, the 
legatee shall be entitled to receive the 
fund as if the will had contained no such 
direction. 


Direction that funds be 
^employed in particular man- 
ner following’ absolute be- 
quest of same to or for 
Jbenefit of any person. 


Illustration* 


A sum of money is bequeathed towards purchasing a country residence 
for A, or to purchase an annuity for A, or to purchase a commission in the 
army for A, or to place A in any business. A chooses to receive the legacy 
in money. He is entitled to do so. 


Where a testator absolutely bequeaths a fund, so as to 
sever it from his own estate, but directs 
that the mode of enjoyment of it by the 
legatee shall be restricted so as to secure 
a specified benefit for the legatee, if that 
benefit cannot be obtained for the lega- 


126. 


Direction that mode of 
enjoyment of absolute be- 
quest is to be restricted, to 
secure specified benefit for 
legatee. 


tee, the fund belongs to him as if the will had contained no such, 
direction. 


Illustrations, 


(a.) A bequeaths the residue of his property to be divided equally 
among his daughters, and directs that the shares of the daughters shall be 
settled upon themselves respectively for life, and be paid to their children 
after their death. All the daughters die unmarried. The representatives 
of each daughter are entitled to her share of the residue. 

( 6 .) A directs his trustees to raise a sum of money for his daughter 
and he then directs that they shall invest the fund, and pay the income arising 
from it to her during her life, and divide the principal among her children 
after her death. The daughter dies without having ever had a child. Her 
xepresentatives are entitled to the fund, 

127, Where a testator does not absolutely bequeath a fund 
Bequest of fund for cer- SO as to sever it from his own estate, but 
tain purposes, some of gives it for certain purposes, and part or 
which cannot be fulfilled. purposes cannot be fulfilled^^ 

* Part XVII. applies to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and 
Buddhists In the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns of Ma 
and Bombay,— the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), s. 2. 
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^lund^ or so itiuch of it as has not been exhausted upon the objects 
contemplated by the will, remains a part of the estate of the testator* 

Illustrations* 

(a,) A directs that his trustees shall invest a sum of money in a parti- 
cular way, and shall pay the interest to his son for life, and, at his death, 
shall divide the principal among his children ; the son dies without having 
ever had a child. The fund, after the son's death, belongs to the estate of 
the testator. 

(6.) A bequeaths the residue of his estate to be divided equally among 
his daughters, with a direction that they are to have the interest only dur* 
ing their lives, and that, at their decease, the fund shall go to their children. 
The daughters have no children. The fund belongs to the estate of the 
testator. 


PART XVllI.^ 

Of Bequests to an Executor. 


128. If a legacy is bequeathed to a person who is named an 

executor of the will, he shall not take 
the legacy unless he proves the will, or 
otherwise manifests an interest to act 
as executor. 


Legatee named as execut- 
or cannot take unless he 
-shows intention to act as 
executor. 


Illustration* 

A legacy is given to A, who is named an executor. A orders the 
'funeral according to the directions contained in the will, and dies a fevr 
days after the testator, without having proved the will: A has manifested 
an intention to act as executor. 


* Part XVIII. applies to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, an 
Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns of Madrasr. 
and Bombay.— See the Hindu Wills Act (XXL of 1870), s, a. 
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Op Bequests ivith Directions as to Application or Enjoyment. 


125. 


Direction that funds be 
employed in particular man- 
ner fodowinfT absolute be- 
quest of same to or for 
liencfit of any person. 


Where a fund is bequeathed absolutely to or for the 
benefit of any person, but the will con- 
tains a direction that it shall be applied 
or enjoyed in a particular manner, the 
legatee shall be entitled to receive the^ 
fund as if the will had contained no such 
direction. 


Jllustration, 


A sum of money is bequeathed towards purchasing a country residence 
for A, or to purchase an annuity for A, or to purchase a commission in the 
army for A, or to place A in any business. A chooses to receive the legacy 
in money. He is entitled to do so. 


126. Where a testator absolutely bequeaths a fund, so as to 

sever it from his own estate, but directs 
that the mode of enjoyment of it by the 
legatee shall be restricted so as to secure 
a specified benefit for the legatee, if that 
benefit cannot be obtained for the lega- 
tee, the fund belongs to him as if the will had contained no such 
direction, 

Illu${raiions^ 


Direction that mofle of 
enjoyment ol absolute be- 
quest IS to be rcsirictetl, to 
secure specified benefit for 
Jcjratcc. 


(a.) A bequeaths the residue of his property to be divided equaily 
among his daughters, and directs that the shares of the daughters shall be 
settled upon themselves respectively for Hie, and be paid to their children 
after their death* AH the daughters die unmarried. The representatives 
of each daughter are entitled to her share of the residue. 

(i.) A directs his trustees to raise a sum of money for his daughter 
and be then directs that they shall invest the fund, and pay the income arising 
from it to her during her life, and divide the principal among her children 
after her death. The daughter dies without having ever hsd a childi Her 
xepresentatives are entitled to the fund. 

127. Where a testator does not absolulely bequeath a fund 
Bequest of fund for cer- SO as to Sever it from his own estate, but 
tain purposes, some of gives it for certain purposes, and part or 
which cannot be fulfilled. purposes cannot be fulfilled, tbe^ 

* Part XVII, applies to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and 
Buddhists In the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns of Maura 
and Bombay the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of xSyo), s. 2. 
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Direction that funds be 
•employed in particular raan-» 
ner following absolute be- 
quest of same to or for 
jbeneSt of any person* 


PART XVII.* 

Of Bequests with Directions as to Application or Enjoyment. 

125. Where a fund is bequeathed absolutely to or for the 

benefit of any person, but the will con> 
tains a direction that it shall be applied 
or enjoyed in a particular manner, the 
legatee shall be entitled to receive the 
fund as if the will had contained no such- 
direction. 

lllusiraiion. 

A sum of money is bequeathed towards purchasing a country residence 
for A, or to purchase an annuity for A, or to purchase a commission in the 
army for A, or to place A in any business. A chooses to receive the legacy 
in money. He is entitled to do so. 

126. Where a testator absolutely bequeaths a fund, so as to 

sever it from his own estate, but directs 
Direction that mode of enjoyment of it by the 

legatee shall be ris.ricted so as to secure 
secure specified benefit for ^ specified benefit for the legatee, 11 that 
Jegatee. benefit cannot be obtained for the leg^ 

tee, the fund belongs to him as if the will had contained no sue 
direction. 

Illustrations. 

{a,) A bequeaths the residue of his property to be 
among his daughters, and directs that the children 

settled upon themselves respectively for life, and be paid to . . j . 

after their death. All the daughters die unmarried. The rep 
each daughter are entitled to her share of the residue. 

( 5 .) A directs his trustees to raise a sum of money for 

and he then directs that they shall invest the fund, and payt e yjjygf 

from it to her during her life, and divide child. Her 

after her death. The daughter dies without having eve 
xepresentatives are entitled to the fund. 

127. Where a testator does not absolutely bequeath a fund 

.Bequest of fund for cer- SO aS and pa’rt of 

tain purposes, some of gives it lOr certain pu p fnlfillpd th& 
which cannot be fulfilled. those purposes canno t be lu > 

* Part XVII. applies to the 
Buddhists In the Lower Provinces of f of 1870) s. 2. 
and Bombay.~ 5 «.the Hindu Wills Act (XXL of 1870), s. 
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iund, or so much of it as has not been exhausted upon the objects 
contemplated by the will, remains a part of the estate of the testator* 

Illustrations* 

(a.) A directs that his trustees shall invest a sum of money in a parti- 
cular way, and shall pay the interest to his son for lifei and, at his death, 
shall divide the principal among his children ; the son dies without having 
ever had a child. The fund, after the son's death, belongs to the estate of 
the testator. 

{b.) A bequeaths the residue of his estate to be divided equally among 
his daughters, with a direction that they are to have the interest only dur» 
ing their lives, and that, at their decease, the fund shall go to their children. 
The daughters have no children. The fund belongs to the estate of the 
testator. 


PART 


Of Bequests to an Executor. 


128. If a legacy is bequeathed to a person who is named an 


Legatee named as execut- 
or cannot take unless he 
shows intention to act as 
executor. 


executor of the will, he shall not lake 
the legacy unless he proves the will, or 
otherwise manifests an interest to act 
as executor. 


Illustration* 

A legacy is given to A, who is named an executor. A orders the 
funeral according to the directions contained in the will, and dies a few 
days after the testator, without having proved the will: A has manifested 
•an intention to act as executor. 


* Part XVIII. applies to the Hlls of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, an 
Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns of Madrassi 
and Bombay.— See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), s. 3. 
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129. Where a testator bequeaths to any person a specified 

Specific legacy defined. properly which is distinguished 

from all other parts of his property, the 
legacy is said to be specific. 

Illusiraiions* 

> (a.) A bequeaths to B— 

‘‘ tne diamond*ring presented to him by C ; 
his gold chain s'' 
a certain bale of wool s " 
a certain piece of cloth ; 

" all his bousehold-goodsj which shall be in or about his dwellings 
house in AI Street in Calcutta at the time of his death ; ” 

** the sum of i>ooo rupees in a certain chest:" 

“ the debt which B owes him: " 

" all his bills, bonds, and securities belonging to him lying in 
his lodgings in Calcutta:" 

" all his furniture in his house in Calcutta. 

" all his goods on board a certain ship then lying in the river 
Hugh:" 

" 2,000 rupees which he has in the hands of C 
" the money due to him on the bond of D 
" his mortgage on the Rampur factory : " 

" one-half of the money owing to him on his mortgage of Ram- 
pur factory;" 

" 1,000 rupees being part of a debt due to him from C 
" " his capital stock of i,ooo/. in East India Stock;" 

" his promissory notes of the Government of India for I0,ooo 
rupees in their four per cent, loan 
" all such sums of money as his executors may, after his death, 
receive in respect of the debt due to him from the insolvent 
firm of D and Company ^ 

" all the wine which he may have in his cellar at the time or 
I his death : " 

" such of his horses as B may select:" 

" all his shares in the Bank of Bengal:" 

" all the shares in the Bank of Bengal which he may possess at 

the time of his death : " * . i r 

" all the money which he has in the Si per cent, loan of tne 

Government of India;" j j. * #. 

"all the Government securities he shall be entitled to at tw 

time of the decease 


• Part XIX. applies to the wills of Hindus. Jainas, Sikhs, and 
Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns o 
and Bombay.~5^^ the Hindu Wills Act (XXL of 1870), $• 2. 
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Each of these legacies is specific# 

(6.) A, having Government ptomissorjr notes for 10,000 rupees, be- 
queaths to his executors “ Government promissory notes for xo,ooo rupees 
in trust to sell ” for the benefit of B ; 

The legacy is specific, 

(c.) A, having property at Benares, and also in other places, bequeaths 
to B all his property at Benares ; 

The legacy is specific. 

(rf.) A bequeaths to B~ 

his house in Calcutta ; 

his zemindari of Rampur ; 

his taluq of Ramnagar ; 

his lease of the indigo factory of Salkya ; 

an annuity of 500 rupees out of the rents of bis zemindari of W | 

A directs his zemindari of X, to be sold, and the proceeds to be invest- 
ed for the benefit of B : j 

Each of these bequests is specific, 

(e.) A, by his will, charges his zemindari of Y with an annuity of r,ooG 
rupees to C during his life, and subject to this charge he bequeaths the 
zemindari to D : 

Each of these bequests is specific* 

(/•) A bequeaths a sum of money — • 

to buy a house in Calcutta for B ; 
to buy an estate in zillah Fatidpur for B ; 
to buy a diamond ring for B ; 
to buy a horse for B ] 

to be invested in shares in the Bank of Bengal for B ; 
to be invested in Government securities for B 


A bequeaths to B — 

“a diamond ring;” 

”a horse ; ” 

” ro,ooo rupees worth of Government securities ; ” 

” an annuity of 500 rupees ; 

2,000 rupees to be paid in cash ; ” - 1 

“ so much money as well produce 5,000 rupees four per'centj 
Government securities : ” 


These bequests are not specific. 


(g.) A, having property in England and property in India, bequeaths a 
legacy to B, and directs that it shall be paid out of the property which he 
may leave in India. He also bequeaths a legacy to C, and directs that it 
shall be paid out of the property which he may leave in England ; j 


No one of these legacies is specific. 

ISO. Where a sum certain is bequeathed, the legacy is not 

specific merely because the stocks, fund^, 
or securities in which it is invested ara 
described in the will. 


Bequest of sum certain 
where stocks, &c , in which 
invested are described* 
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Illustration* 

A bequeaths to B-— 

** 10,000 rupees of his funded property j T' 

10,000 rupees of his property now invested in shares of the 
Ea^jt Indian Railway Company;" 

" 10,000 rupees, at present secured by mortgage of Rampur 
factory : " ^ 

No one of these legacies is specific. 

131. Where a bequest is made, in general terms, of a certain 
Bequest of stock where j^^nount of any kind of stock, the legacy 
testator had, at date of -will 5s not specific merely because the testa- 

of tor was, at the date of his will, possessed 
* or Stock of the specified kind, to an 

equal or greater amount than tlie amount bequeathed. 


Illustration. 

r 

A bequeaths to B 5,000 rupees five per cent. Government securities, 
A had, at the date of the will, five per cent. Government securities for 
SiOoo rupees: 

The legacy is not specific. 


132. A money-legacy is not specified merely because the will 
Bequest of money where its payment to be postponed until 


money 

not payable until part of tes- 
tator's property disposed of 
in certain way. 


some part of the property of the testator 
shall have been reduced to a certain 
form, or remitted to a certain place. 


Ilhtsiration* 


A bequeaths to B 10,000 rupees, and directs that this legacy shall be 
paid as soon A's property in India shall be realized in England: 

‘ The legacy is not specific. 

183. Where a will contains a bequest of the residue of the 
When enumerated articles testator S property along with an 
*not deemed specifically be- meration of some items-oi property no 
yeakhed. previously bequeathed, the articles enu- 

merated shall not be deemed to be specifically bequeathed. 


134. Where properly is specifically 

Relenlion. in form of M ator Irf Ih 

pecific bequest to several in the form in which the testator i i . 

ersonsin succession. although it may be ot.sucn a nature cn«i 

:s value is continually decreasing. 
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' JUustfaiions, 

(a.) A, having a lease of a house for a term of years, 15 of which Were 
phexpired at the time of his death, has bequeathed the lease to B for his 
life, and, after B’s death, to C. B is to enjoy the property as A left it, 
although, if B lives for 15 years, C can take nothing under the bequest. 

(6.) A, having an annuity during the life of B, bequeaths it to C for 
his life, and, after C’s death, to D. C is to enjoy the annuity as A left it, 
although, if B dies before D, D can take nothing under the bequest. 

: 135. Where property comprised in a bequest to two or more 

•Sale and investment of persons in succession is not specifically 
proceeds of property be- DCC|UC 3 tnecl| it in tuC SOSenCC Ot 

queathed to two or more any direction to ilie contrary, be sold^ 
persons m succession. proceeds ot the sale shall be 

invested in such securities as the High Court may, by any general 
rule to be made from time to time, authorize or direct, and the 
fund thus constituted shall be enjoyed by the successive legatees 
according to the terras of the will. 


Illustration. 


A, having a lease for a term of years, bequeaths ** all his property” to 
B for life, and after B’s death to C. The lease must be sold, and the pro- 
ceeds invested as stated in the text, and the annual income arising from the 
fund is to be paid to B for life. At B’s death the capital of the fund is to! 
be paid to C. 


Where deficiency of assets 
to pay legacies, specific lega- 
cy not to abate with general 
legacies. 


136. If there be a deficiency of 
assets to pay legacies, a specific legacy 
is not liable to abate with the general 
legacies. 


PART XX.* 

Of Demonstrative Legacies. 

137. Where a testator bequeaths a certain sum of money or 
Demonstrative legacy de- 3 . Certain quantity of any other commo- 
fined. dity, and refers to a particular fund or 

'Stock so as to constitute the same the primary fund or stockout of 
which payment is to be made, the legacy is said to be demons- 
trative. 

* Part XX. applies to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Buddhists 

in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns of Madras and Bom- 
l^y.-^See the Hindu Wills Act (XXL of 1S70), s. 2. 
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Explanation . — The distinction between a specific legacy and 
a demonstrative legacy consists in this that, ^ 

specific property is given to the legatee, the legacy is 

where the legacy is directed to be paid out of a specified pro* 
petty, it is demonstrative. 


Illustrations » 

(a*) A bequeaths to B 1,000 rupees, being part of a debt due to him 
from W. He also bequeaths to C 1,000 rupees to be paid out of the debt 
due to him from W. The legacy to B is specific: the legacy to C U 
demonstrative. 

(i.) A bequeaths to B— 

“ ten bushels of the corn which shall grow in his field of 
Greenacre;'^ 

“80 chests of the indigo which shall be made at his factory 
of Rampur 

“ 10,000 rupees out of his five percent, promissory notes of 
the Government of India;” 

an annuity of 500 rupees ** from his funded property ; ” 
x.ooo rupees out of the sum of 2,000 rupees due to him by 
C;” 


A bequeaths to B an annuity, and directs it to be paid out of the rentSv 
arising from his taluq of Ramnagar : 

A bequeaths to B— 

” 10,000 rupees out of his estate at Ramnagar/' or charges it 
on his estate at Ramnagar ; ” 

‘‘ 10,000 rupees, being his share of the capital embarked io a 
certain business”: 

Bach of these bequests is demonstrative. 


138. Where a portion of a fund is specifically bequeathed, 

and a legacy is directed to be paid out 


Order of payment 
legacy directed to be paid 
out of fund the subject of 
specific legacy. 


of the same fund, the portion specifically 
bequeathed shall first be paid to the 
legatee, and the demonstrative legacy 
shall be, paid out of the residue of the fund, and, so far as the re- 
sidue shall be deficient, out of the general assets of the testator. 


Illustration. 

A bequeaths to B 1,000, rupees, being part of a debt due to him from 
W. He also bequeaths to C 1,000 rupees to be paid out of the debt ue 
1 ixm from W. The debt due to A from W is only l,Soo rupees; of 
1,500 rupees, 1,000 rupees belong to B. and 5^® rupees ^re to be pai 0 
C is also to receive 500 rupees out of the general assets of the testato • ^ 
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PART XXI.* , 

Oe Ademption oe Legacies. , 

139. I£ anything which has been specifically bequeathed does “ 

, , , not belong to the testator at the time of 

Adempnon explained. converted into 

property of a diflEerent kind, the legacy is adeemed ; that is, it can- 
not take effect by reason of the subject-matter having been with- 
drawn from tne operation of the will. 

Illustrations, 

(a.) A bequeaths to B— 

“ the diamond-ring presented to him by C ; ” j 

“ his gold-chain ; ” 

“ a certain bale of wool ; 

certain piece of cloth ; : 

“ all his household-goods which shall be in or about bis dwell-*-* 
ing house in M Street in Calcutta at the time of his death 

A, in his lifetime, — 

sells or gives away the ring ; 

converts the chain into a cup; ; 

converts th.e wool into cloth; i 

makes the cloth into a garment ; 

takes another house into which he removes all his goods: 

Each of these legacies is adeemed. 

(6.) A bequeaths to B~ 

“the sum of :t,ooo rupees in a certaii chest •” 

“ all the horses in his stable ; ” 

At the death of A, no money is found in the chest, and no horses ia- 
the stable. The legacies are adeemed. 7 

(r) A bequeaths to B certain bales of goods. A takes the goods with 
him on a voyage. The ship and goods are lost at sea, and A is drowned# 
The legacy is adeemed. 

140. A demonstrative legacy is not adeemed by reason that ; 

Non-ademption of demon- the property on which it is charged by 
strative legacy. the will does not exist at the time of the-- 

death of the testator, or has been converted into property of a. 
different kind : but it shall, in such case, be paid out of the general 
assets of the testator. 

■ - - _ _ - ■ 

* aPPhes to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Bud- ^ 

dhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns of Madras 
Bombay . — See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI, of 1870), s. a. >' 
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141. Where the thing speciQcally bequeathed is the right to 
Ademption of specific be* receive something of value from a thud 
quest of right to receive party, and the testator himself receives 
something from third party, jt, the bequest is adeemed. 


Illustrations, 


(a.) A bequeaths to B— 

“ the debt which C owes him ; ” 

** 2,000 rupees which he has in the hands of D j” 
the money due to him on the bond of E ; 
his mortgage on the Rampur factory i'' 

All these debts are extinguished in A's lifetime, some with and some 
without his consent. All the legacies are adeemed. 

( 3 .) A bequeaths to B ‘'his interest in certain policies of life assur- 
ance.” A in his lifetime receives the amount of the policies. The legacy 
is adeemed. 


^ Ademption pro tanio by 
testator's receipt of part of 
entire thing specifically be- 
queathed. 


142. The receipt by the testator 
of a part of an entire thing specifically 
bequeathed shall operate as an ademp- 
tion of the legacy to the extent of the 
sum so received. 


Illustration, 


A bequeaths to B ** the debt due to him by C.” The ^ 

10,000 rupees. C pays to A 5,000 rupees, the one-half of the debt. ^ e 
legacy is revoked by ademption so far as regards the 5,000 rupees receive 

by A. 


143. If a portion of an entire fund or stock be specifically 

bequeathed, the receipt by the t^tato 
of a portion of the fund or stock shall 
operate as an ademption only to the 
extent of the amount so received ; and 
the residue of the fund or stock shall be 
pplicable to the discharge of the specific legacy. 


Ademption pro ianio by 
lestator's receipt of portion 
entire fund of which 
portion has been 
Scally bequeathed. 


speci- 


lllustration, 

A bequeaths to B one half of the sum of rupees 

from W. A, in his lifetime, receives 6,000 Pf ^ ^nfhS death be- 

The 4.000 rupees which are due from W to A at the time of his deatii 

Jong to B under the specific bequest. 
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144. Where a portion of a fund is specifically bequeathed to 

one legatee, and a legacy cnarged on 
the same fund is bequeathed to another 
legatee, if the testator receives a portion 
of that fund, and the remainder of the 
fund is insufficient to pay both the spe- 
cific and the demonstrative legacy, the 
specific legacy shall be paid first, and 
ihe residue (if any) of the fund shall be 
applied, so far as it will extend, in payment of the demonstrative 
legacy, and the rest of the demonstrative legacy shall be paid out; 
of the general assets of the testator. 


Order of payment where 
portion of fund specifically 
bequeathed to one legatee, 
and lagacy charged on same 
fund to another, and testa- 
tor having received portion 
of that fund, remainder in- 
sufficient to pay both le- 
gacies. 


Illtisiration, 

A bequeaths to B 1,000 rupees, part of the debt of 2,000 rupees due to^ 
him from W. He also bequeaths to C i,ooo rupees to be paid out of tho 
debt due to him from W. A afterwards receives 500 rupees part of that 
debt, and dies leaving only 1,500 rupees due to him from W. Of these 
1,500 rupees, 1,000 rupees belong to B, and 500 rupees are to be paid to 
C is also to receive 500 rupees out of the general assets of the testator. 

Ademption where stock 145. Where stock, which has been 

specifically bequeathed does Specifically bequeathed, does not exist 
not exist at testator’s death, at the testator's death, the legacy is- 

adeemed. 


Illustration, 


A bequeaths to B— < 

“ his capital stock of i,ooo/. in East India Stock ; 
his promissory notes of the Government of India for I0,o0a, 
rupees in their four per cent, loan : ” ^ 

A sells the stock and the notes. The legacies are adeemed. 


148. Where stock, which has been specifically bequeathed, 

does only in part exist at the testator’s 
death, the legacy is adeemed so far 
as regards that part of the stock which- 


Ademption pro fanfo 
where stock, specifically 
bequeathed, exists in part 
only at testator’s death. 


has ceased to exist. 


Illustration, 

A bequeaths to B " his 10,000 rupees in the 5J- per cent, loan of the* 
Government of India.” A sells one*half of his 10,000 rupees in the loan; 
»n question. One-half of the legacy is adeemed. 
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147. A 'specific^ bequest of goods under a description con. 

"f “""S with a certain place is not 

adeemed by reason that they have been 
removed from such place from any 
temporary cause, or by fraud, or without 
me knowledge or sanction of the testator. 


. Moa-ademption of sped 
fic bequest at goods descrtb** 
as connected with certain 
place^ by reason ot remo« 
.vaK 


Jllusirations, 

A bequeaths to B '' all his household goods which shall be in or about 
bis dwelling-house in Calcutta at the cime of his death ” The goods are 
removed from the house to save them from fire. A dies before they are 
brought back : 

A bequeaths to B “all his household goods which shall be. in or about 
his dwelling-house in Calcutta at the time of his death/’ During A’s 
absence upon a journey, the whole of the goods are removed from the house. 
A dies without having sanctioned their removal : 

Neither of these legacies is adeemed* 


148. The removal of the thing bequeathed from the place in 
.K When remoual of thing vvhich it is Stated in the Will to be situated 
bequeathed does nut consti' does not constitute an ademption where 
tutc ademption. place IS Only referred to in order to 

Oonaplete the description of what the testator meant to bequeath. 


, IlUistrationsn 

A bequeaths to B all the bills, bonds, and otner securities for money 
belonging co him, then lying in his lodgings in Calcutta, At the time of 
bis death, these effects had been removed from his lodgings in Calcutta: 

A bequeaths to B all his furniture then in his house in Calcutta. 
testator has a house at Calcutta and another at Chinsarah, in which he 
Jives alternately, being possessed of one set of furniture Only which he re- 
moves with himself to each house. At the time of bis death, the furniture 
is in the house at Chinsurah s 

A bequeaths to B all his goods on board a certain ship then lying in 

the river Hugli. The goods are removed by A*s directions to a warehouse, 
in which they remain at the time of A^s death ; 

No one of these legacies is revoked by ademption# 

149. Where the thing bequeathed is not the right to receive 

something of value from a third 

When thing bequeathed but the money Of Other commodity which 

b= r=cdv.d from .he third p«3oa 

son, and testator himself by the testator himself or by his repre 
v:. his representative re- gentatives, the receipt of such sum 0i 
eewes it. money or other commodity by the testator 

- shall not constitute an ademption ; 
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bu,. if he mkes u up with the geuetel mass of his property, 
the legacy is adeemed. 

Illustration. 


L- rpreived from his claim on G. 

AbeqaaathstoB^Uve-jma^^^^ 

A, receives the whole o j -acy is not adeemed, 
mass of his property. The legacy 


of his property. ^ « 

150 Where a hud 

, ,>n,«mtlQn of ” * ’ — *■'“ "".d t-litf. r*Vron(TG laluCS 

Change by operation oi 


t rfstatot's death, and f change takes 

,Js..Wsaea.h. em:e^^ofre1drirp,ov,.ousof 


Ctiange uy 

law of i^ubject of specmc oe 
quest between date of will 
and testator^s death. 


Illustrations. 


^ r'^"“'mnent°o? India!^" Th^Lctrits^'o^tUV^P«^?^ 

?onvLtedluring A’s lifetime i„the names of 

A bequeaths to Bth^ 3am of^.^ J- by the trustees into 

trustees for A. * he sum i 

A*s own name 


own name; .^ono runees in promissory notes of the 

A bequeaths to B oower under his marriage settlement, to 

Governmey of India, wh|chjy Ji P the fund is converted into 

S: b^y'vSu': aa'^»S?;'co„.ained in the eettie^ent . 

No one of these legacies has been adeemed. 


'lo one 01 tnese 

Ital Where a thing speciScaily bequeathed undergoes a 
. , change between the date of the will and 
Change of subject with- .gstator’s death, and the change takes 

x:r:uh"n;wk^ — • •»= 

is not adeemed. 


Illustration, 


(-1, fn B “ all his three per cent, consols.” The consols «e, 

juSSowi ‘d°4 »fid b, w ' 

East India Stock. This legacy is not adeeme 


152. Where stock, which has been 
Stock specifically b^ gnecifically bequeathed, is lent to a third 

queathed. lent to third party P condition that it shall be re. 

condmon that h be ^ „pl,„d accordingly, 

1 the legacy is not adeemed. 
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1-3. Where stock specifically bequeathed is sold, and an 
--C soricifically be- quaulity oi the same stock is after- 

bat replaced. Wards purchased, and belongs to the 
. .u..^.^.T.ng to testator testator at his death, the legacy is not 

■ adeemed. 


PART XXII.* 


- TJ . 2 . Payment of Liabilities in respect of the Subject 
OF A Bequest. 

: — W'nere property specifically bequeathed is subject, at the 
^ , Qf executor testator, to any pledge, lien, 

..r,U specific le- or incumbrance created by the testator 
himself, or by any person under whom 
: . r.en, unless a contrary intention appears by the will, the 
accepts the bequest, shall accept it subject to such 
.i^nbrance, and shall (as between himself and the testa- 
r iiabie to make good the amount of such pledge ot 


. ' intention shall not be inferred - 
contain for the payment of tf 



cal payment in - 
is not such an 


direction 

debts 
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; Illustrations, 

(a.) A, having contracted in general terms for the purchase of a piece 
of land at a certain price, bequeaths it to B, and dies before he has paid r He 
purchase money. The purchase-money must be made good out of A's assets.. 

(J.) A, having contracted for the purchase of a piece of land for a cer- 
tain sum of money, one-half of which is to be paid down, and the other half 
secured by mortgage of the land, bequeaths it to B, and dies before he has 
paid or secured any part of the purchase-money. One-half of the purchase- 
money must be paid out of A’s assets. 

156. Where there is a bequest of any interest In immoveable 

E»n.,ation oi ll.gaU.’. W."'™ 

iinmovcBble property for thG n^tUtc OI Isnu-rcvenUG 01 in Chc 

which land-revenue or rent nature of rent, has to be made periodU 
payable periodically* cally, the estate of the testator shall (as 

between such estate and the legatee) make good such payments or 
a proportion of them up to the day of his death, 

Ilhtsiration* 

A bequeaths to B a house, in respect of which 365 rupees are payable 
annually by way of rent. A pays his rent at the usual time, and dies 25 
days after. A^s estate shall make good 25 rupees in respect of the rent* 

157. In the absence of any direction in the will Y;he/e there 

Exoneration of specific le- is a specific bequest of stock in a joint, 
gatee’s stock in joint'stock stocK compatiy. It any call or other pay-* 
company. ment is due from the testator at the time 

of his death in respect of such stock, such call or payment shall, 
as between the testator’s estate and the legatee, be borne by such 
e^staie ; but, if any call or other payment shall, after the testator's 
death, become due in respect of such stock, the same shall, as be- 
tween the testator’s estate and the legatee, be borne by the legatee 
if he accept the bequest. 

llUistraiiQnSr, 

faJ) A bequeathed to B his shares in a certain railway. At A's death 
there was due from him tjhe su\n of 5/. in respect pf each share, being the 
amount ol a call which had been duly made, and the sum of 5s. in respect 
of each share, being the amount of interest which had accrued due in , re- 
spect of the call. These payments must be borne by A's estate, 

{b.) A has agreed to take 50 shares in an intended joint stock company, 
and has contracted to pay up 5^. in respect of each share, which sum must 
be paid before his title to the shares can be completed. A bequeaths these 
shares to B. The estate of A must make good the payments which were 
necessary to complete A's title. 

• M*) A bequeath to B his shares in a certain^ railway. B accepts the 
. legacy. After A's death, a call is made in respect of the shares*- B must 
paythecall. . . • . ; 

Act X., 1865.-6. 
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(dJ) A Dequeaths to B his shares in a joint*stock company. B accepts 
the bequest.^ Afterwards the affairs of the company are wound up, and each 
shareholder is called upon.for contribution. Thearaount of the contribution 
must be borne by the legatee. 

(e.) A is the owner of ten shares in a railway company. At a meeting 
held during his lifetime a call is made of 3 /. per share payable by three 
instalments. A bequeaths his shares to B and dies between the day fixed 
for the payment of the first and the day fixed for the payment of the second 
instalment, and without having paid the first instalment. A's estate must 
pay the first instalment, and B, if he accept the legacyi must pay the re- 
maining instalments. 


PART XXlll* 

Of Bequests of Things described in General Terms. 

158. If there be a bequest of something described in general 
Bequest of thing described terms, the executor must purchase for 
in general terms. the legatee what may reasonably be 

considered to answer the description. 

Jllusirations. 

(a ) A bequeaths to B a pair of carriage-horses, or a diamond-ring. 
The executor must provide the legatee with such articles if the state of the 
assets will allow it. 

(3.) A bequeaths to B “ his pair of carriage- horses.” A had no carriage- 
horses at the time of his death. The legacy fails. 


PART XXIV.* 

Of Bequests of the Interest or Produce of a F und. 

159. Where the interest or produce of a fund is bequeathed 

Bequest of interest or tO any person, and the '^*^1 
produce of fund. indication of an intention that me enjoy 

ment of the bequest should be of limited duration, the principa as 
well as the interest shall belong to the legatee. 

llluslrations. 

(a.) A bequeaths to B the interest of his five f « “.‘jS 

of the Government of India. There is no other claus e in the will affecting 

• Parts XXIII. and XXIV. apply the wills 
and Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and id th 
and Bombay.— the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870)1 • 
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those securities. B is entitled to A’s five per cent, promissory notes of the 
Government of India. 

(6.) A bequeaths the interest of his si per cent, promissory notes of the 
Government of India to B for his life, and after his death to C. B is entitled! 
to the interest of the notes during his life ; and C is entitled to the note* 
upon B's death. 

(c.) A bequeaths to B the rents of his lands at X. B is entitled to 
the lands. 


PART XXV.* 

Of Bequests of Annuities. 

160. Where an annuity is created by will, the legatee is entitled 

by will receive I. for his life only unless a 
payable ior life only unless contrary intention appears by the will, 
contrary intention appears And this rule shall not be varied by the 
hy circumstance that tne annuity is directed 

to be paid out of the property generally, or that a sum of money isi 
bequeathed to be invested in the purchase of it. 

Ulustraiions^ 

(a.) A bequeaths to B 500 rupees a year. B is entitled, during his life, 
<to receive the annual sum of 500 rupees. 

{^.) A bequeaths to B the sum of 500 rupees monthly. B is entitled 
'during his life to receive the sum of 500 rupees every month. 

(<?.) A bequeaths an annuity of 500 rupees to B for life, and, on B's 
death, to C. B is entitled to an annuity of 500 rupees during his life, 
C, if he survives B, is entitled to an annuity of 500 rupees from B's death 
until his own death. 

161. Where the will directs that an annuity shall be provided 

T«iod oi .eltms .wh«e Pra«eds of 

will directs that annuity be property, OT out oE property generally, 
provided out of proceeds of or where money is bequeathed to be in- 

|Si;,°or““ wher/Tong Y^^ted in the purchase of any annuity 
bequeathed to be invested for any person On the testator's death, 
in purchase of annuity. the legacy vests in interest in the legatee, 

and he is entitled, at his option, to 
have an annuity purchased for him, or to receive the money ap- 
propriated for that purpose by the will. 

• Part XXV, applies to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Bud- 
dhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns of Madras and 
Bombay.— Se? the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), s, a. 
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Illustrations. 

(fl.) A by his will directs that his executors shall, out of his property 
purchase an annuity of i,ooo rupees for B. B is entitled, at his option tq 
have an annuity of i.oOo rupees for his life purchased for him, or to receive 
such a sum as will be sufficient for the purchase of such an annuity. 

, {b.) A bequeaths a fund to B for his life, and directs that, after B's 

death, it shall be laid out in the purchase of an annuity for C. B and Q 
survive the testator. C dies in B’s lifetime. On B’s death the fund 
belongs to the representative of C. 


162. Where an annuity is bequeathed, but the assets of the 

... . £ testator are not sufficient to pay all the 

legacies given by the will, the annuity 
shall abate in the same proportion as the other pecuniary legacies 
given by the will. 

163. Where there is a gift of an annuity and a residuary 
Where gift of annuity and Stft> ibe whole of the annuity is to be 

residuary gift, whole annuity 
to be first satisfied. 


necessary, the 
that purpose. 


satisfied before any part of the residue 
is paid to the residuary legatee, and, if 
capital of the testator’s estate shall be applied for 


PART XXYl* 

Of Lbgacies to Cmditors and Portionhrs, 

164. Where a debtor bequeaths a legacy to his creditor, and 
Creditor prima facie enti- it does not appear from the will that the- 

Bed to legacy as well as legacy is meant as a satisfaction of the 
^ debt, the creditor shall be entitled to 

the legacy as well as to the amount of the debt. 

165. Where a parent, who is under obligation by contract to 
Child prima facie entitled provide a portion for a child, fails to do 

to legacy as well as portion. so, and afterwards bequeaths a legacy 
to the child, and does not intimate by his will that the legacy is 
meant as a satisfaction of the portion, the child shall be entitled to 
leceive the legacy as well as the portion. 


* Part XXVI. applies to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and 
Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and in the towns ox nia 
and Bombay.— the Hindu Wills Act (XXL of 1870), s. 2. 


6JIX86S.] 


INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT. 


7 % 


lllusitaiion^ 

\ A, by [articles entered into in contemplation o£ his marriage with B, 
convenanted that he would pay to each of the daughters of the intended 
marriage a portion of 20,000 rupees on her marriage. This covenant 
having been broken, A bequeaths 20,000 rupees to each of the married 
daughters of himself and B. The legatees are entitled to the benefit of 
this bequest in addition to their portions, 

160. No bequest shill be wholly or partially adeemed by a 
No ademption by subse- Subsequent provision made by settle- 
quent provision for legatee. ment or Otherwise for the legatee. 

Illustrations, 

(a.) A bequeaths ao,ooo rupees to his sen B. He afterwards gives to B 
the sum of 20,000 rupees. The legacy is not thereby adeemed, 

(6.) A bequeaths 40,000 rupees to B, his orphan niece whom, he bad 
brought up from her infancy. Afterwards, on the occasion of B*3 mar- 
riage, A settles upon her the sum of 30,000 rupees. The legacy is not 
thereby diminished. 


PART XXVII * 

Of Election. 

167. Where a man, by his will, professes to dispose of some- 
Circumstances in which thing which he has no right to dispose 

election takes place. of, the person to whom the thing belongs 

shall elect either to conhrm such disposition, or to dissent from it; 
and, in the latter case, he shall give up any benefits which may 
have been provided for him by the will. 

168. The interest so relinquished shall devolve as if il; had 
Devolution of interest re- ”0^ he^n disposed of by the will in 

linquished by owner. favour of the legatee. Subject, neverthe- 

less, to the . charge of making good to the disappointed legatee 
the amount or value of the gift attempted to be given to him by 
■the will. 

169. This rule will apply whether the testator does'or does 
Testator's belief as to his not believe that which he professes to 

ownership immaterial. dispose of by his Will to be his own. 


* Part XXVII. applies to the wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and 
Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, and'in the towns of Madras 
add Bombay.— See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI, of 1870), s. 2I 
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Illusirations. 


(a.) The farm of Sultanpur was the property of C. A bequeathed it to 
B, giving a legacy of 1,000 rupees to C. C has elected to retain his farm 
of Sultanpur, which is worth 800 rupees. C forfeits his legacy of 1,000 
rupees, of which 800 rupees goes to B, and the remaining 200 rupees fails 
into the residuary bequest, or devolves according to the rules of intestate 
succession, as the case may be. m 

{^.) A bequeaths an estate to B in case B*s elder brother (who is 
married and has children) shall leave no issue living at his death. A also 
bequeaths to C a jewel, which belongs to B. B niust elect to give up the 
jewel, or to lose the estate. 

(^.) A bequeaths to B i,ooo rupees, and to C an estate which wilh 
under a settlement, belong to B if his elder brother (who is married and has 
children) shall leave no issue living at his death. B must elect to give up 
the estate, or to lose the legacy. 

{d.) A, a person of the age of 18, domiciled in British India, but 
owning real property in England, to which C is heir-at-law, bequeaths 3 
legacy to C, and, subject thereto, devises and bequeaths to B all his pro* 
perty whatsoever and wheresoever,” and dies under 21. The real property 
in England does not pass by the will. C may claim his legacy wit ou 
giving up the real property in England. 


Bequest for man’s benefit 
how regarded for purpose of 
election. 


170 . A bequest for a man's benefit 
is, for the purpose of election, the same 
thing as a bequest made to himself. 


Illusfraiion. 

The farm of Sultanpur Khurd being the property of B, A bequeathed 
it to C ; and bequeathed another farm, called Sultanpur Buzurg, to his own 
executors, with a direction that it should be sold, and the proceeds app*'^ 
in payment of B’s debts. B must elect whether he will abide by the will, 
or keep his farm of Sultanpur Khurd in opposition to it. 

171 . A person taking no benefit directly under the will, but 
Person deriving benefit in- deriving a benefit under it indirectly, « 
directly not put to election. not put to nis election. 


Ulmiraiiottm 

The lands of Sultanpur are settled upon C for 
death, upon D, his only child. A bequeaths the lands 0 u P * 

and I, coo rupees to C. C dies intestate shortly aftf^^ e e t 
without having made any election. D takes out adminis ra » 

as administrator elects on behalf of C's to B fo? 

that capacity he receives the legacy of 1,000 rupees, an jp-ju nf the 

the rents of the lands of Sultanpur which accrued f 
testator, and before the death of C. In his individual cha a 
tqe lands of Sultanpur in opposition to the will# 
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Person taking in individual 
capacity under will may, in 
other character, elect to take 
in opposition. 


172* A person who, in his indl-* 
vidual capacity, takes a -benefit under 
the will, may, in another character, elect 
to take in opposition to the will. 


Illxistraiiann 

The estate of Sultanpur is settled upon A for life, and after his death ' 
upon B. A leaves the estate of Sultanpur to D, and 2,000 rupees to B, and - 
1,000 rupees to C, who is B"s only child. B dies intestate shortly after 
the testator, without having made an election, C takes out adrainistratioa' 
to B, and as administrator elects to keep the estate of Sultanpur in opposU 
tion to the will, and to relinquish the legacy of 2,000 rupees, C may do 
this, and yet claim his legacy of 1,000 rupees under the will. 

Exception io the six last rules . — Where a particular gift is 
expressed in the will to be in lieu of something bolongiag to the • 
legatee, which is also in terms disposed or by the will, it the legatee 
claims that thing, he must relinquish the particular gift, but he is 
not bound to relinquish any other benefit given to him by the will. 

Illustraiion. > 


Under A^s marriage-settlement his wife is entitled, if she survives him„ 
to the enjoyment of the estate of Sultanpur during her life. A, by his will, 
bequeaths to his wife an annuity of 200/. during her life, in lieu of her 
interest in the estate of Sultanpur. waich estate he bequeaths to his son. 
He also gives his wife a legacy of 2,000/. The widow elects to take 
what she is entitled to under the settlement. She is bound to relinquish the 
annuity, but not the legacy of 1,000/. 

173. Acceptance of a benefit given by the will constitutes an 
When acceptance of bene- election by the legatee to take under the 
fit given by will constitutes wiil if he has knowledge of his right to 
election to take under will. elect, and of those circumstances which 

would influence the judgment of a reasonable man in making an 
election, or if he waives inquiry into the circumstances. 


lllusirations. 

{a,) A is owner of an estate called Sultanpur Khurd, and has a life* 
interest in another estate called Sultanpur Buzrug, to which, upon his death, 
his son B will be absolutely entitled. The will of A gives the estate oE 
Sultanpur Khurd to B, and the estate of Sultanpur Buzurg to C. B, ia 
ignorance of his own right to the estate of Sultanpur Buzurg, allows C ta 
take possession of it, and enters into possession of the estate of Sultanpuc 
Khurd. B has not confirmed the bequest of Sultanpur Buzurg to C. 

{b.) B, the eldest son of A, is the possessor of an estate called Sultanput 
A bequeaths Sultanpur to C, and to B the residue of A's property. B 
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having* been informed by A's executors that the residue 
5,000 rupees, allows C to take possession of Sultanpur. afterwards* 
discovers that the residue does not amount to more tha^ tupees. 
B has not confirmed the bequest of the estate of Sultanpur to 

174. Such knowledge or waiver of inquiry 3ha*^» 
Presumption arisinjj from sence of evidence 10 the 

enjoyrnent by Icijatec £or two presumed if .the legatee har 6e)oysQ 

two years the benefits provit^®^ 
by the will without doing any act to express dissent. 

175. Such knowledge or waiver of inquiry maf 

Confirmation of bequest from My act of the lagaiee nersons 

by .act of Icsfatec. ders it impossible to placP P dit'no 

interested in the subject-matter of the bequest in the * 

as it suen act had not been done. 


lUusifation. 

» • * #4 nd fco C a coal* 

A bequeaths to B an estate to which C is entitled, thereby 

mine. C takes possession of the mine, and exhausts it, H 
confirmed the bequest of the estate to B, 

176. If the legatee shall not, within one year 

.When testator’s repre* of the testator, Signify ^ ^ to confirm 

sentatives may call upon representatives hl3 .. ^,„_r»ef.nr- 

legatee to elect. o/ jq ^jigscit from the {Jj make 

atives shall, upon the expiration of that period, require 
his election ; 

' and, if he does not comply with such eiv^d it. 

rrr . r r reasonable time after he h^^^^ 

Effect of non.comphance. tO 

confirm the will. 

‘ , . • u-ii be postponed 

177. In case ot disability, the election shall 

Postponement of election until the disability, . some compe- 

in case of disability. election shall be made oj 

tent authority. 
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PART XXVIII * 


Of Gifts in Contemplation of Death. 


Property transferable by i73. A man may dispose, by gUt 

gift made in contcraplatioa made in contemplation Oi clcatn, ot any 
of death. moveable property which he could dis- 

pose of by will. 

A gift is said to be made in contemplation of death where a 
When gift said to be made luan, who is ill, and expects to die short- 
in contemplation of death. \y of his illness, delivers to another the 
possession of any moveable property to keep as a gift in case the 
donor shall die of chat illness. 


Such gift resumabie. 


Such a gift may be resumed by the 


giver. 


It does not take effect if he recovers from the illness during 

which it was made ; nor if he survives 
the person to whom it was made. 


Illrntraiions^ 

(a.) A, being illi and in expectation of death, delivers to B to be re* 
tained by him in case of A*s death — 

a watch ; 

a bond granted fay C to A j 
a bank-note; 

a promissory note of the Government of India endorsed in 
^ blank ; 

a bill of exchange endorsed in blank ; 
certain mortgage-deeds : 

A dies of the illness during which he delivered these articles. 

B is entitled to — 

» the watch ; 

, the debt secured by C’s bond ; 

the bank-note ; 

' the promissory note of the Government ot India ; 

the bill of exchange ; 

the money secured by the mortgage-deeds. 

A, being ill, and in expectation of death, delivers to B the key of a 
trunk, or the key of a warehouse in which goods of bulk belonging to A 
are. deposited, with the intention of giving him the control pver the con- 
tents of the trunk, or over the deposited goods, and desires him to keep 


* This Part does not apply to Hindns.—S’ce the Hindu Wills Act 
(XXI. of 1870). 
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them Jn case of A’s 4eath. A dies of the illness during which he delivered 
these articles. B is entitled to the trunk and its contents, or to A’s goods 
of bulk in the warehouse. 

(tf.) A, being ill, and in expectation of death, puts aside certain articles 
in separate parcels and marks upon the parcels respectively the names of 
B and C. The parcels are not delivered during the life of A. A dies of 
the illness during which he set aside the parcels. B and C are not entitlei; 
to the contents of the parcels. 


PART XXIX • ; 

Of Grant of Probate and Letters of Administration. 

179 . The executor or administrator, as the case may be, of a 

. c deceased person is his legal represent- 
ative for all purposes, and all rhe p.^ 
such. pertyf of the deceased person vests in 

him as such. 

180 . When a will has been proved and deposited ^ ^ 

. , . . ^ ... of competent jurisdiction, situated beyond 

nnttd" of \^rn"icS the llZs of the province wh^er m the 
copy of will proved abroad. British dominions or in a foreign 
and a properly authenticated copy of the will is ® 

of administration may be granted with a copy o P 

nexed. 

1 R1 Probate can be granted only 

Probate only to appointed J-»l. ^ “.Ug 

executor. to an executor appointed by tne win. 

1 82 The appointment may be ex- 
press or b; necessary implicalion.J 


• Of Part XXIX., s. 187 applies to f 
and Buddhists in the Lower Provinces ,^xi. of 1870). s* 2, at 

Madras and Bombay.— Setf the Hindu Wills 1881), s. 1 S 4 - 

amended by the Probate and Administration nrohates to the Adminis* 
As to grants of letters of administration and probates 10 

trator»General, see Act 11. of 1874. supersede or affect thtf 

Nothing in Act X. of i86s « to b^ke" 
rights or duties and privileges of the Administrat 

.“•“iThi, do., not include P™P“‘y -‘“V'.S'd.T’'' “ 
or administrator under Act X. of 186$. la e . , 

t 7 Bom. A. C. J. 64 1 7 Ben. 503- 
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Jllustraiions^ 

(flf.) A wills that C be his executor if B will not. B is appointed 
cutot by implication. ^ 

(6.) A gives a legacy to B and several legacies to other persons, among 
the rest to his daughter-in-law.* C, and adds/* but, should the within-named 
C be not living, I do constitute and appoint B my whole and sole execu*^ 
trix/' C is appointed executrix by implication. 

(c.) A appoints several persons executors of his will and codicils, and 
his nephew residuary legatee, and in another codicil are these words : “ 1 

appoint my nephew my residuary legatee to discharge all lawful demands 
against my will and codicils, signed of different dates.'* The nephew isap** 
pointed an executor by implication. 

183. Probate cannot be granted to any person who is a minor 
Persons to whom probate OT is of unsound mind, nor to a married 
cannot be granted. woman without the previous consent ot 

her husband . 

Grant of probate to several 184* T^hen Several executors arc 

executors simultaneously or appointed, probate may be granted to 
at different times. them all simultaneously, or at different 

times. 

Illustration, 

A is an executor of B*s will by express appointment and C an executor 
of it by implication* Probate may be granted to A and C at the same time^ 
or to A first and then to C, or to C first and then to A. 

185. If a codicil be discovered after the grant of probate, a 
Separate probate of codi- separate probate of that codicil may be 

cil discovered after grant of granted to the executor if it in no way^ 
probate. repeals the appointment of executors 

made by the v/ill. 

If different executors are appointed by the codicil, the probata. 
Procedure when different of the will must be revoked, and a nevr 
executors appointed by codi- probate granted of the will and the 

codicil together, 

186. When probate has been granted to several executors,’ 
Accrual of representation and one of them dies, the entire re- 

to surviving executor. presentation of the testator accrues t<y 

the surviving executor or executors. 


* Set s. 6 Act XXI. of 1870 (the Hindu Wills Act).J 
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them in case of A^sjJeath. A dies of the illness during which he delivered 
these articles, B is entitled to the trunk and its contents, or to A's goodi 
of bulk in the warehouse, 

(c.) A, being ill, and in expectation of death, puts aside certain articles 
in separate parcels and marks upon the parcels respectively the names of 
B and C, The parcels are not delivered during the life of A. A dies of 
the illness during which ho set aside the parcels. B and C are not entitledr 
to the contents of the parcels. 


PART XXIX.< 


Ov Grant of Probate and Letters of Administration. 

179* The executor or administrator, as the case may be, of a 
Character and property of deceased person is his legal reptesent- 
exccuior or administrator as ative for all purposes, and all tae pr^ 
such. pertyt of the deceased person vests m 

him as such. 

180. When a will has been proved and deposited in a Court 

... of competent jurisdiction, situated beyond 

annexed of authenticated the limits of the province, whe 
copy of will proved abroad. British dominions or in a foreign country,, 
and a properly authenticated copy of the nyHI is produced, letters 
of administration may be granted with a copy of such copy an^ 
nexed. 


Probate only to appointed 
executor. 


Appointment, express or 
•lied. 


/ 


181. Probate can be granted only 
to an executor appointed by the will. 

182. The appointment may be ex- 
press or by necessary implication.? 


* Of Part XXIX., s. 187 applies to 
and Buddhists in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, aw 
Madras and Bombay.-Se^ the Hindu Wills Act/XXL of r 870 ). a. . 
amended by the Probate and Administration Act (V. o . Adminis* 
As to grants of letters of administration and probates to the ao 

trator-General, see Act 11 . of 1874. ss. » 4 -^ 33 - c„nersede or affect thfil 

Nothing in Act X. of 1865 is to be ‘ 4 '®" ®“Seral.- 5 ee 
rights or duties and privileges of the Admmis r 

s. L 4 in flip iIfiC 63 Sfid ES cxccutoip 

+ This does not include prope^y vested m the dec 

or adnninistrator under Act X. of 1865. -la Ben. 4 , 49 ' - 

I 7 Bom, A. C. J. 64 s 7 Ben. 5 o 3 ‘ 
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lllustraiions. 


[a,) A wills that C be his executor if B will not. B is appointed exe- 
cutor by implication. ' 

A gives a legacy to 8 and several legacies to other persons, among 
the rest to his daughter-in-law/ C, and adds/* but, should the within-named 
C be not living, I do constitute and appoint B my whole and sole execu- 
trix/' C is appointed executrix by implication. 

(c.) A appoints several persons executors of his will and codicils, and 
his nephew residuary legatee, and in another codicil are these words : I 

appoint my nephew my residuary legatee to discharge all lawful demands 
against my will and codicils, signed of different dates/' The nephew is ap- 
pointed an executor by implication. 

183. Probate cannot be granted to any person who is a minor 
Persons to whom probate t)r is of unsound tnindy nor to a married 
cannot be granted. woman without the previous consent of 

her husband . 


Grant of probate to several 
executors simultaneously or 
at different times. 


184. When several executors are 
appointed, probate may be granted to 
them all simultaneously, or at different 
times. 


Illustraiion^ 

A is an executor of B's will by express appointment and C an executor 
of it by implication. Probate may be granted to A and C at the same time# 
or to A first and then to C, or to C first and then to A. 

185. If a codicil be discovered after the grant of probate, a 
Separate probate of codi- separate probate of that codicil may be 

cil discovered after grant of granted to the execvitor if it in no v/ay^ 
probate. repeals the appointment of executorE 

made by the will. 

If different executors are appointed by the codicil, the probata. 
Procedure when different of the will must be revoked, and a new 
executors appointed by codi- probate granted of the will and the 

codicil together. 

186. When probate has been granted to several executors,: 
Accrual of representation and One of them dies, the entire re- 

to surviving executor. presentation of the testator accrues to- 

the surviving executor or executors. 


• Set s. 6 Act XXI. of 1870 (the Hindu Wills Act),’ 
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187. * No right as executor or legatee can be established in 
V Right as executor or lega- any Court of Justice unless a Court of 

lee when established. Competent jurisdictionf “ in Britisn In- 

^a J shall have granted probate of the will under which the right 
13 claimed, or shall have granted letters of administration "with 
the will, or with a copy of an authenticated copy of the will, an- 
nexed.''^ 

188. Piobate of a will, when granted, establishes the will from 

• Effect of probate death of the testator, and renders 

valid all intermediate acts of the executor 
as such. 

189. Letters of administration cannot be granted to any per- 
To whom administration son who is a minor or is of unsound 

may not be granted. mind, nor to a married woman without 

the previous consent of her husband. 


190. § No right to any part of the property of a person who 
Right to intestate’s pro- has died intestate can be established in 

perty when established. any Court of Justice unless letters of 

administration have first been granted by a Court of competent 
jurisdiction. 

191. Letters of administration entitle the administrator to all 

‘ Effect of letters of admi- lights belonging to the intestate as efec- 
aistration. tually as if the administration had been 

granted at the moment after his death. 


192. Letters of administration do not render valid any in- 
Acts not validated by ad- termediate acts of the administrator ten - 
i^inistradon, ing to the diminution or damage or me 

/ intestate's estate. 


* This section applies to the wills of Hindus, &c., in the Lower r • 
irinces of Bengal and in the towns of Madras and Bombay.^ 
Hindu Wills Act (XXL of 1870). , . l f #■ fhe 

j" t So far as regards the Administrator-General, the High Cour ? . 

Presidency-town is a Court of competent jurisdiction within 
ss. 187 and igo, wheresoever within the Presidency the property o ® .. 

prised in the probate or letters of administration may be situate. * 

of 1874, s. 14. For prohibition of charges for commission by ex 
administrators other than the Administrator-General, see s. 5 • , 

t In s. 187. the words first and next quoted have bf"" 
for the words "within the province’’ and „ o * 

respectively, by the Repealing and Amending Act (VIII. o 9 
' § S. 190 does not- apply to any part of the property of a Native 

(Christian. — Act VII. of 1901. 
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198. When a person appointed an executor has not renounced 
Grant of administration the execuiotship, letters of adrainistra- 
where executor has not re- tion shall not be granted to any other 
nounced. person Until a citation has been issued 

calling upon the executor to accept or renounce his executorship ; 


except that, when one or more of several executors have proved 

a will, the Court may, on the death of the 
Exception. survivor of those who have proved, grant 

letters of administration without citing those who have not proved. 


194. The renunciation may be made orally in the presence- 
Form and effect of renun- 0^ judge, or by a Writing Signed by 

ciation of executorship. the person renouncing, and, when made^ 

shall preclude him from ever thereafter applying for prohate of the 
will appointing him executor. 

195. If the executor renounce, or fail to accept, the executor- 

Procedure where cxccu- ship Within the lime limited for the ac- 
tor renounces or fails to ceptance or refusal thereof, the will may 
accept within time limited. proved, and letters of adininistraiiori 

with a copy of the will annexed may be granted lo the person who 
would be enliilcd to administration in case of intestacy.* 

Grant of administration 198. When the deceased has 

to universal or residuary made a Will, but has not appointed an 
legatee, executor ; or 

when he has appointed an executor who is legally incapable 
Or refuses to act, or has died before the testator, or before he has* 
proved the will; or 

when the executor dies after having proved the will, but before- 
he has administered all the estate of the deceased jf 

an universal or a residuary legatee may be admitted to prove 
the will, and letters of administration with the will annexed may bo 
granted to him of the whole estate, or of so much thereof as may 
be unadministered. 


197. When a residuary legatee who has a beneficial interest 
Right to administration survives the testator, but dies before the 
of representative of deceased estate has been fully administered hia 
residuary legatee. representative has the same right to’ ad- 

ministration with the will annexed as such reeiduary legatee. 


* S«9 s. 6, Act XXL of 1870. ' 


i' 12 B. L. R. 433 i 427* 
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198. When there is no executor, and no residuary legatee or 
' Grant of administration representative of a residuary legatee, or 
twhere no executor nor resi- he declines ot is incsp^ble to act| or 
duary legatee, nor represent- cannot be found, the person or persons 
ative of such legatee. would be entitled to the administra- 

tion of the estate of the deceased if he had died intestate,* or any 
other legates having a beneficial interest, or a creditor, may be 
admitted to prove the will, and letters of administration may be 
granted to him or them accordingly. 


199. Letters of administration with the will annexed shall not 
' Citation before grant of ad- be granred to any legatee other than an 
ministration to legatee other universal or a residuary legatee until a 
than universal or residuary. citation has been issued and published 

in the manner hereinafter mentioned calling on the next-of-kin to 
accept or refuse letters of administration. 


200. When the deceased has died intestate, those who are 

Order in which connec- connected with him either by marriage 

tions entitled to adrainister* Of by consanguinity are entitled to oDtain 
letters of administration of his estate and effects in the order, and 
according to the rules, hereinafter stated. 

201. If the deceased has left a widow, administration shall 

Administration to widow be granted to the widow unless the Court 


shall see cause to exclude her, either on 
the ground of some personal disqualih 
cation, or because she has no interest in the estate of the decease 


knless Court see cause to ex- 
clude her^ 


Illustraiions* 

(a.) The widow is a lunatic, or has committed adultery, or has been 

barred by her marriage-settlement of all interest in her husband s es t 
there is cause for excluding her from the administration. 

(6.) The widow has married again since ihe decease of her husband # 

this is not good cause for her exclusion. 


202. If the Judge think proper, he may associate any person 

A - -.u -j • nr nersons with the widow in the ao- 

Association with widow in or persons wuu unlelv 

administration. ministration who would be entitle j 

to the administration if there were no widow. 

203. If there be no widow, or if the Court see cau^e to 

".Administration where no ^Xclude the widoW, it shall COmmiMhO 

widowj or widow excluded. administration to the person P _ 


• • Se'ff s. 6 , Act XXI. of 1870. 
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Tvho would be beneficially entitled to the estate according to the 
Tules for the distribution of an intestate’s estate : 

Provided that, when the mother of the deceased shall be one 

of the class of persons so entitled, she 
shall be solely entitled to administration. 

204. Those who stand in equal degree of kindred to the 
Title Ot kindred to ad- deceased are equally entitled to admini- 

ministration. tratiOD.* 

205. The husband, surviving his wife, has the same right of 
Right of widower to ad- administration of her estate as the widow 

ministration of wife’s estate, has in respect of the estate of her hus- 
band. 

206. When there is no person connected with the deceased 
Grant of administration by marriage Ot consarrguinity who is 

-to creditor. entitled to letters of administration, and 

willing to act, they may be granted to a creditor. 

207 . Where the deceased has left property In British India, 
Administration where pro- letters of administration must be grant- 

petty left in British India. ed according lo the foregoing rules, al- 
though he may have been a domiciled inhabitant of a country in 
which the law relating to testate and intestate succession differs 
from the law of British India. 


PART XXX.t 

0? Limited Grants. 

{a,y— ’Gran/s limited in Duration, 

208. When the will has been lost or mislaid since the testa- 
Probate of copy or draft tor’s death, Or has been destroyed by 
of lost will. wrong or accident, and not by any act 

of the testator, and a copy or the draft of the will has been preserv- 
ed, probate may be granted of such copy or draft, limited until the 
' original or a properly authenticated copy of it be produced. 


* Ben, Short Notes of Cases, III, 

t Compare ActV, of 1881, Ch. HI., with sub'parts (o)to (/), 
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209: When the will has been lost or destroyed, and no copy 
Probate of contents of has been made, nor the draft preserved 
tot or destroyed will. probate miy be granted of ils contains’ 

if they can be established by evidence. 

210. When the will is in the possession of a person residing 
Probate of copy where O'lt of the province in which application 

original exists. for probate is made, who has refused or 

neglected to deliver it up, but a copy has been transmitted to the 
executor, and it is necessary for the interests of the estate that pro- 
bate should be granted without waiting for the arrival of the ori- 
ginal, probate may be granted of the copy so transmitted, limited 
until the will or an authenticated copy of it be produced. , 

211. Where no will of the deceased is forthcoming, but there 
Administration until will is reason to believe that there is a will 

produced. in existence, letters of administration 

may he granted, limited until the will or an authenticated copy of 
it be* produced. 


(3 .) — Gratiis for the Use and Benefit of others having Kight, 


212. When any executor is absent from the province in 
Administration, with will which application is made, and there is 
annexed, to attorney of ab- no executor Within the province willing 
sent executor, jq letters of administration with the 

will annexed may be granted to the attorney* of the absent exe- 
cutor, for the use and benefit of his principal, limited until he shaH 
obtain probate or letters of administration granted to himself. 


213. When any person to whom, if present, letters of admi- 

nistration, with the will annexed, might 

cVoministrcitioii^ witli will 


be granted, is absent from the province, 
letters of administration, with the will 
annexed, may be granted to his attorney,* 
limited as above mentioned. 

214. When a person entitled to administration in case of in^ 

- - . • . testacy is absent from the province, and 

Administration to attorney ^ n wiUmo* m 

of absent person entitled to no person equally entitled ^ o 

administer in case of in- act, letters of administration may Do 
testacy. granted to the, attorney of the absent 

person, limited as before mentioned. - 

^ The attorney must be within the jurisdiction of the Court.~4 
R., Ap., 49. . r 


annexed, to attorney of ab- 
sent person, who, if present, 
would be entitled to ad- 
minister. 
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215. When a minor is sole executor or sole residuary legatee. 
Administration during letters of administration, with the will 

minority of sole executor or annexed, may be granted to the legal 
residuary legatee. guardian of such minor, or to such other 

person as the Court shall think fit until the minor shall have com- 
pleted the age of eighteen years, at which period, and not before, 
probate of the will shall be granted to him. 

216. When there are two or more minor executors, and no 
Administration during exicutor who has attained majority, or 

minority of several execu- two Or more residuary legatees, and no 
tors or residuary legatees. residuary legatee Who has aitiined ma- 
jority, the grant shall be limited until one of them shall have com- 
pleted the age of eighteen years. 

217. If a sole executor or a sole universal or residuary legatee. 
Administration for use ^ person who Would be solely entitled 

and tertciSc at laaadc jt<s iQ ths ssiais ol (lia intestate according 
habens. to the rule'* for the distribution of in- 

testates’ estates, be a lunatic, letters of administration, with or with- 
out the will annexed, as the case miy be, shall be granted to - tne 
person to whom the care of his estate has been committed by com- 
petent authority, or, if there be no such person, to such otner person 
as the Court may think fit to appoint, for the use and benefit of the 
lunatic until he shall become of sound mind. 

218. Pending any suit touching the validity of the will of h 
Administration pendente deceased person, Or for obtaining or re- 

lite. Yoking any probate or any grant of 

letters of administration, the Court may appoint an administrator of 
the estate of such deceased person, who shall have all the rights 
and powers of a general administrator, other than the right of dis- 
tributing such estate, and every such administrator shall be subject 
to the immediate control of the Court, and shall act under its direc- 
tion. 

(c.) — For Spicial Purposes^ 

219. If an executor be appointed . for any limited purpose 
Probate limited to put- Specified in the will, the probate shall be 

pose specified m will. limited to that puipose, and, if he should 

appoint an attorney to take administration on his behalf, the letters 
of administration, with the will annexed, shall accordingly be 
limited. 


*' Sic,f read rules. 


Act X., X865.— 7, 



94 


INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT.’ 


[ActX. 


appointed generally crivp flr, tk • 

'Sis :"f r:j|“ ^7 

cular purpose. ^ authority is limited to a pirticu^ 

»ill> th» will annexed, shall bl nS^ccMdtogT/ 

" a, ■ • ^ ^ person dies, leaving property of which he was 

has beneficial Intercast/ ^ beneficial interest on his own 

ative, or one who is unahli. 'eaves no general represent- 

mini.;tration limUed to of ad- 

beneticially ’ inteLted P^''®on 

his behalf. ^ property, or to some other person on 


222. When it is necessary that the representative of a person 
^^Administration limited to deceased be made a party to a pending 

tn nvtr»:.,!r.h .• • . . executor or person entitled 

trann^ J?" ® ^0 act, letters of adminis- 

ifm , ^ nominee of a party in such suit, 

limited for the purpose of representing the deceased in the said 
sun, or in any other cause or suit which may be commenced in the 
same or in any other Court between the parlies, or any other parties, 
loucbing the matters at issue in the said cause or suit, and until a 

a ecree shall be made therein, and carried into complete 
execution. 


223. If, at the expiration of twelve months from the date of 
Administration limited to piobate or letters of administration, 
party the executor or administrator to whom 
administrator.*^^^^^'^ against the same has been granted is absent from 
u * the province within which the Court that 

sh iPh ” 1 probate or letters of administration is situate, it 

th’^ t fi for such Court to grant, to any person whoni it may 

^ inic fit, letters of administration, limited to the purpose of beqoni- 
iDg and being made a party to a suit to be brought against the 
executor or administrator, and carrying the decree which may be 
‘made therein into effect. ■ 


224. In any case in which it may appear necessary for preser- 
' Administration limited to ^bc property of a deceased person, 

collection and preservation the Court Within ‘ whose district any of 
eceased s property. ' ' the property is situate,’ may grant to any 

►Person_ wJiom such Court jnay .think fit, letters of administration 
limited to the collection preservation of the property of the 
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deceased, and givhi? discharges for debts due to his estate, subject 
to the directioas oi the Courtt 

■ - 995 When a person has died intestate, or leaving a will of 
' which there is no executor willing and 

Appointment, as adrainis- competent to act, oT where the executor 
trator, 0£ person shall, at the time of the death of such 

crtcumstances, would be en- person, be resident out of the province, 
tilled to administration. appear to the Court to be 

necessarv or convenient to appoint some person to administer the 
S or^any part thereof, other than the person who under or- 
SSrv circumstances, would be entitled to a grant of admmistra- 
don U snail be lawful for the Judge, in his discretion, having re- 
gard 10 consanguinity, amount of interest, the safety of the estate, 
and prooabiliiy that it will be properly administered, to appomc 
Lch person as he shall think fit to be administrator. 

and in every such case letters of administration may be limited 
or not as the Judge shall think fit. 

{(i.)—Gr3n(s with Exception. 

9*23 Whenever the nature of the case requires that an excep- 

tion be made, probate of a will or letters 
Probate or administra- of administration with the will annexed 
tion with will annexed, sub- granted subject tO SUCh excep- 

>ject to exception. 

\ 

997 Wh“never the nature of the case requires that an excep- 
' “ tion be made, letters of administration 

Administratioa with ex- granted subject to such excep- 

ception. rion. 

— Grants of the Rest. 

- 223 Whenever a grant, with exception, of probate of letters 

, of administration, with or without' the 

■oUest^^" ^ annexed, has been made, the per- 

son entitled to probate or administration of the remainder of the 
deceased’s estate may take a grant of probate^of letters of adminis- 
tration, as the case may be, of the rest of the deceased s estate.- • 

T* 

^f,)— -Grants of Effects unadminister<d,-\ ; ; 

229 If the executor to whom probate has been granted have 

Grant of* effects unadrai-.' died, deaving a .part 'of .the. tastator^s 
nistcredj ., * t ■ ^ - ‘’ estate unadministered, a- nevv. ‘represea- 
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tative may* * * § be appointed for the purpose of administering such 
part of the estate. 

230. In granting letters of administration of an estate not 
Rules as to grants of ef- fully administered, the Court shall be 

fccts unadministered. guided by the same rules as apply to 

original grants, and shall grant letters of administration to those 
persons only to whom original grants might have been made.f 

231. When a limited grant has expired by effluxion of lime^ 

....... , ,. or the happening of the event or con- 

Hiited grant expired, and tmgency on which it waslimited.and 
jslill some part of estate un- there Is Still some part of the deceased’s 
administered. estate unadministered, letters of admi- 

nistration shall be granted to those persons to whom original grants 
might have been made.| 

(g.) — Alter aiion in Grants.^ 

232. Errors in names and descriptions, or in setting forth the 

What errors may be rcc- and place of the deceased’s death,. 

ified by Court. Or the purpose in a limited grant, may 

be rectified by the Court, and the grant of probate or letters of ad- 
ministration may be altered and amended accordingly. 

233. If, after the grant of letters of administration with the 
Procedure where codicil "’iff anne.xed, a codicil be disevered, 

discovered after grant of it may be added to the grant on oue 
administration with will an- pjQof ^nd identification, and the grant 

' altered and amended accordingly. 


[(>5 .) — Revocation of Grants,'^ 

^ 234. The grant of probate or letters 

loffuTr-t!.?- of administration may be revoked or an- 

auA JUot LUUSC* , . , 

nulled for just cause. 

Just cause,” Explanation^ — Just cause is— 

. that the proceedings to obtain the grant were defective itt 

substance ; _ 

* 12 B. L. R. 428. r o . 

t 12 B, L. R. 428 ; see Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), s. 6 . 

‘ ^ See Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), s. 6. 

§ See Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870). s. 6. y 

i Compare the Probate and Administration Act (V. or 1001;, • r 
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2 nd, that the grant was obtained fraudulently by making a 
false suggestion, or by concealing from the Court something material 
to the case ; 

^rd, that the grant was obtained by means of an untrue 
allegation of a fact essential in point of law to justify tne grant, 
though such allegation was made in ignorance or inadvertently ; 

4 ih, that the grant has become useless and inoperative througlx 
circumstances ; 

*$th, that the person to whom the grant was made has wilful . 
and without reasonable cause omitted to esnioit an inventory ^ 
account in accordance with the provisions of Part XXKIV. of this 
Ji&x, or has exhibited under that Part an inventory or account 
which is untrue in a material respect. 

Illustrations, 

(a.) The Court by which the grant was raada had no jurisdiction. 

(6.) The grant was made without citing parties who ought to have 
been cited. 

(c.) The will of which probate was obtained was forged or revoked. 

{/i.) A obtained letters of administration to the estate of B, as his 
widow, but it has since transpired that she was never married to him. 

(e.) A has taken administration to the estate of B as if he had died 
intestate, but a will has since been discovered. 

(/.) Since probate was granted, a later will has been discovered. 

(g) Since probata was granted, a codicil has been discovered, which 
revokes or adds to the appointment of executors under the will. 

(A.) The person to whom probate was, or letters of administration were, 
granted has subsequently become of unsound mind. 


PART XXXIf 


Of the Peactice in granting and revoking Probates and 
Letters of Administration. 


23S. The District Judge shall have jurisdiction In granting 
Jurisdiction of District Rud revoking^; probates and letters o£ 
^okfng probaS' ^8 casea Withim his 


• Cl. 5 has been added by Act VI. of 1889, s. 2. 
t Compare the Probate and Administration Act (V. of 188 tl. Ch V 
t See 2 N..W. P. 268. ’ 
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■■ P °r »'*"''“strMion may, upon 

ed by Delegate. ^ Delegate, be granted by nim in 

death, reaided within the juriadiction'of each Ddeglt'™' 

242. Probate or letters of administration shall have effect 
Conclusiveness of pro- sJi the property and estate, move- 

ba« or ietters of .d„ini,. able or immoveable, of the dacS, 

same is “or are ”t granted! 

Hokto^.o'* (*!?** J ° hs to the representative title against all 

helnna ? and all persons holding properly which 

inrr j sfford full indemnity to all debtors pay- 

ing their debts and all persons delivering up such property to the 

person to whom such probate or letters of administration shall have 
been granted: 

+ Provided that probates and letters of administration granted 
Effect of unlimited pro- t>y a High Court § after the first day of 
Hi^gh’cow’* April 1875 shall, unless otherwise 

, * directed by the grant, have like effect 

throughout the whole of British India. 

gjj Provided that probates and letters of administration grant- 


(a) by a High Court, or 

(<5) by a District Judge, where the deceased at the time of 
his death had his fixed place of abode situate within 
the jurisdiction of such Judge, and such Judge cer- 
tifies that the value of the property and estate affect- 
ed beyond the limits of the Province does not exceed 
ten thousand rupees, 

shall, unless otherwise directed by the grant, have like effect 
throughout the whole of British India.''|l 


S. 24[A has been inserted by Act VI. of 1881, s. 3. 

+ The words quoted have been Inserted by Act XII. of 1891, s. 2 (2) 
and Sch. 

<• t This proviso has been added by Act XIII. of 1875, s. 2. . 

§ For definition of High Court,” see Act II. of i877. 

V II The proviso last quoted has been added by Act VIII. of 1903, s. 2 

( 5 .) 
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242A** (/) Where probate or letters of adnainislration has or 
Tcansmissta to Hish have been granted bj a High Court or 
Courts of certificate of District Judgc With the efiect referred to 
grants under proviso to in the proviso to section 242, the High 
section 242. Court or District Judge shall send a cer- 

tificate thereof to the following Courts, namely: — 

(a) when the grant has been made by a High Court, to 
each of the other High Courts, 

( 5 ) when the grant has been made by a District Judge, to 
the High Court to which such District Judge is 
subordinate, and to each of the other High Courts. 

(a) Every certificate referred to in sub- section (/) shall be to 
the following eftect, namely: — 

‘ I, A. B.i Registrar \pr as (he case may bel of the HighCourt of 
Judicature at [or as (he case may de], hereby certify, 

that on the day of , the High Court of 

Judicature at [or as the case may be"], granted probate 

of the will [or letters of administration of the estate] of C. /?., late 
of , deceased, to E. F. of • and tf. H, 

of , and that such probate [or letters] has [or have] 

effect over all the property of the deceased throughout the whole of 
British India; 

and such certificate shall be filed by the High Court receiving 
the same. 

[f) Where any portion of the assets has been stated by the 
petitioner, as hereinafter provided in sections 244 and 246, to be 
situate within the jurisdiction of a District Judge in another Province, 
the Court required to send the certificate referred to in sub-section 
(/) shall send a copy thereof to such District Judge, and such copy 
shall be filed by the District Judge receiving the same. 

243 - The application for probate or letters of administration, 
• Conclusivences of appli- jf made and Verified in the manner here- 
cation for probate or admi- matter mentioned, shall be conclusive for 
nistration if properly made the purpose of authorizing the grant of 
and verified. probate or administralion; 

“ and no such grant shall be impeached by reason that the 
testator or intestate had no fixed place of abode, or no property 


* S. 24ZA has been inserted by Act VIII. of 1903. 
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within the district at the time of his death, unless by a proceeding 
to revoke the grant if obtained by a fraud upon the Lourt. 

244. Application for probate shall be made by a petition 

distinctly written in English or in the 
Petition for probate. language in ordinary use in proceedings- 

before the Court in which the application is made, with the will 

annexed, and stating — ■ 

the time of the testator’s death, j * , 

that the writing annexed is his last will and tes a , 

that it was duly executed, 

.[the amount of assets which are likely to come to the pett- 
tioner’s hands and 

that the petitioner is the executor named m the will;] - 

and in addition to these deceased, 

the District Judge, the niace of abode, or had some 

at the time of his death, had his ® P the jurisdiction of 

property, moveable or immoveable, situate wiinm j 

whan the application is to a 
tion shall further state that the df 

resided within the jusisdiction of su . t a„p and any- 

+ Where the application is to the hands is 

portion of the assets likely to .j.- „ gh^H further state the 

situate in another Province, the p District Judges 

amount of such assets in each Provin •. 

within whose jurisdiction such assets are • other 

245. In cases wherein that in ordinary 

.„„ha.=ase..,ao.1a.i.a ‘'■i^^t;ocaedingS before the ^urt, 
of will to be annexed to pe- use P translation thereof an- 

tition. there sha I "^Jourt if the language 

nexed to the petition by a ! or, if the will be in any 

be one for which a ^’^nguage’, then 

SnSr". translation shall be .enfled by^ 

that person in the following manner . _ 


• A 3 amended by Act VI. VI. of »88i, s- 4. 

1 ad.ed by Ac. VIU. t^od. 
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“I do declare that I read and perfectly understand 

the language and character of the original, and that the above is a 
true and accurate translation thereof." 

■- 243 . Applications for letters of administration shall be 

Petition for letters of naade by petition distinctly written 
administration. aforesaid, and stating* — 

the time and place of the deceased's death, 

the family or other relatives of the deceased, and their respeo" 
live residences, 

the right in which the petitioner claims, 

that the deceased left some property within the jurisdiction 
of the District Judge “ or District Delegate " f to whom the appli- 
cation is made, and 

the amount of assets which are likely to come to the petition- 
er’s hands ; 

$ and, when the application is to a District Delegate, the peti- 
tion snail further state that the deceased, at the time of his death, 
resided within the jurisdiction of such Delegate. 

§ Where the application is to the District Judge, and any por- 
tion of the assets likely to come to the petitioner’s hands is situate 
in another Province, the petition shall further slate the amount of 
such assets in each Province, and the District Judges within whose 
jurisdiction such assets are situate. 

246 A.j| (/) Every person applying to any of the Courts men- 

Addition to statement in ^>oned in the proviso to Section 242 for 
petition, &c., for probate or probate of a Will Or letters of administra- 
letters of administration in tion of an estate intended to have effect 
certain cases. throughout British India, shall state in 

fais petition in addition to the matters respectively required by 
section 244 and section 246 of this Act, that, to the best of his- 
belief, no application has been made to any other Court for a 
probate of the same will or for letters of administration of the same- 
estate, intended to have such effect as last aforesaid, 


* As to the particulars to be stated where the Administrator-General' 
applies for letters of administration, j<?<? Act 11 . of 1874, s. 16. 

, t The words quoted have been inserted by Act VI, of i£8i, g. g, 
t This paragraph has been added by Act VI. of 1881, 3. 4, 
i This paragraph, has been inserted by Act Vlii, of 1903, a. 3 (4), 

11 S.,246A has been inserted by Act VIIC of 1903, a. a, {5). 
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which it made, the Court to 

anH fh« ^^de, the person or persons by whom it was made 
and the proceedings (if any) had thereon. 

the application is made under 

proviso to section 342 miy, if it thinks ht, reject the same. 

247. The petition for probate or letters of administration 
Petition for probate or shall, in all cases, be subscribed by the 
Sed“" petitioner and his pleader (if any), and 

f ,, * shill be verified by the petitioner in the 

lollowing manner, or to the like effect 

io petitioner in the above petition, declare that what 

13 stated therein ts true to the best of ray information and belief. 

^^here the application is for probate, the petition shall 
'^'‘■‘^tion of petition for also be verified by at least one of the 
probate by one witness to will, witnesses to the w ill (when procurable), 
in the manner or to the effect following : — 

. i (C, D.), one of the witnesses to the last will and testament 
or the testator mentioned in the above petition, declare that I was 
present, and saw the said testator affix his signature {or mark) 
tnereio ihe case may be) ( or that the said testator acknowledged 
he writing annexed to the above petition to be his last will and 
-estament in my presence).” 

249. If any petition or declaration which is hereby required 
^ Punishment for false aver- to be verified Shall contain any aver- 
^on?*” petition or declara- ment which the person making the 

verification knows or believes to be false. 
Such parson shall be subject to punishment according to the pro- 
of the law* for the time bein^ in force for the punishment 
of giving or fabricating false evidence. 

250. In all cases it shall be lawful for the District Judge 
District Judge may ex- “ or District Dslegite/’f if he shall 

amine petitioner in person, think proper,— 

to examine the petitioner in person upon oath or solemn 
Affirmation, and also 

to require further evidence of the due execution of the will, or 

require further evidence. petitioner tO the letters of 

adcnmistration, as the case may be, and 


2 the Indian Penal Code (Act XLV, of i860), Ch. XL 
t The wordj quoted have been inserted by Act VL of 1881, s, 9. • 
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.0 i.ue cuauons caUjngJpo» tL'ceS 

and issue citations to m- and see the proceedings before 

The'raTtlrproba.e or leUe.a of admirrUfrafion. 

nKoii he fix-d up in some conspicuous part o£ 
The Cit aticn shall °^'^^„Xouse. and also in the office 

of .uuo.. C^.,ac»r _of ^Ure J.sfnC. 

« ofS^rW Debgate "• is^ng same ma, direct. 

• rvf tVip Asssts hSLS been stciled by the 
^ t Where any jurisdiction of a District Judge in 

petitioner to be situa e _ . ludge issuing the same shall cause 

Mother Province, me Distrmt Judg^^ 

a copy of the citation to mann-r as if it were a citation 

S -ch publication to the District 

Judge who issued the citation. 

-..cf flip errant of orobale or administration 
2514 Caveats ='e“«‘-\fT„d„°.7with the District Judge 

Caveats against grant ot J district Delegate ; and, immediaie- 
,.obate or adnno.st.at.n ^ lodged wUh any District Delegate, he 
ly on to^he District Judge; and, immediately 

shall send a .„fg^ ^vith the District Judge, a copy thereof 

on a caveat being ei^ter “ delegate, if any, witliin whose juris- 

ahail be S'-'f,” “/S,' SceasU resided at the time of his death, 
mher itdge or District Delegate to whom it may appear 
“ic Si t jolge expedient ,0 transmit the same. 


Form o£ caveat. 


252. The caveat 
following effect : — 


shall be to the 


..Let nothing be done in the nnarter of the estate ot A. B 
late oi I deceased, who died on the y 

, without notice to C. D., of 


i A. 

VI. of i88i, 3. 5, 
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proceeding taken on peti- 
tion until after notice to 
caveator. 


253 . No proceeding shall be taken on a petition for probate 
After entry of caveatj no letters of administration after a caveat 

against the grant thereof has been enter- 
ed with the judge “ or officer"* to whom 
the application has been made, “or 
notice has been given of its entry with some other Delegate "♦ until 
after such notice to the person by whom the same has been enter* 
ed, as tne Court shall think reasonable. 

253 A.t A, District Delegate shall not grant probate or letters 
District Dolejrato when administration in any case in which 
not to grant prooace or ad* there is contention as to the grafdt, or in 
ministration. which it Otherwise appears to him that 

probate or letters of administration ougnt not to be granted in his 
Court. 

Explanaiion . — By “ contention ” is understood the appearance 
of any one in person, or by his recognized agent, or by a pleader 
duly appointed to act on tris behalf, to oppose the proceeding. 

253 B.t In every case in which there is no contention, but it 

D . , , , appears to the District Delegate doubtful 

Power to transmit state- , , . i c 

ment to District Judge in Whether the prooate or letters or ad- 

doubtful cases where no ministration should or should not be 
contention. granted, or when any question arises in 

relation to the grant, or application tor the grant, ot any probate or 
letters of administration, the District Delegate may, if he thinks 
proper, transmit a statement of the matter in question to the 
District Judge, who may direct the District Delegate to proceed 
in the matter of the application, according to such instructions as 
to the Judge may seem necessary, or may forbid any further pro- 
ceeding by the District Delegate in relation to the matter of such 
application, leaving the party applying for the grant in question to 
make application to the Judge. 

253 C.f In every case in which there is contention, or the 

District Delegate is of opinion that the 
probate or letters of administration 
should be refused in his Court, the peti- 
tion, with any documents that may 
have been filed therewith, shall be rer 
turned to the person by whom the application was made in order 

••'In s. 253, the words quoted in both places have b:en inserted by Act 

t Ss. 253A%53B, and 253C have been inserted by Act Vf^ of 1881,3.7 


Procedure where there is 
egntention^ or District Dele- 
gate thinks probate or letters 
of administration should be 
^ refused in his Court* 
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« K<» nrfisented to the District Judge, unless the 
that the same- may :F necessary .for the purposes of Justice, to 
District Delegate thinks it authorized to do, and in that 

254. When it' shall appea^r Twiirlholld^be 

Grant of probate to be | ^e will grant the same, under 

under seal of Lourc- B f^llr,wincy • 

the seel oJ his Court to manner Mlow.ng . r.^ Del^te 

Tndffe of the District of » Lie egaie 

“I. . g appointed for granting probate or letters 

Form of such grant. of administration in tnstrt the Itmtis 

i • • + hereby known that, on the 

of the Delegate $ junMi07i)\^^ ^ 

of a CODY whereof is hereunto annexed, was 

, late or and tha't administration of the 

proved and gaid deceased, and in any way concern- 

property and credits 0 executor in the said will 

ing his will, was to administer the same, and to make 

named [he havin^ und property and credits, and exhi- 

a full and true mventogi o the said p 
bit the same rn this Cent TO ^ 

grant, or wnhin imi* render to this Court a true account of the 

ume appoint, an within one year from the same date, or 

■“K? fmth. "Sras the ^ontt ma, from time ro rime 

^ppoint.”J 

A ^ ™bprpver it shall appear to the District Judge “ or 
• 255. And, w j3istrict Delegate"* that letters of admi- 

"[o'feT'un^er nistration to the estate of a person de- 

Tcourt? ceased, with or without a copy of the 

will annexed; should be granted, he wilUrant the same under the 

,1 of his Court in manner following . 

! « I Judge of the District of' ' , De egate 

r' ’ ■ ’ appointed for granting probate or letters 

Form of such grant. of administration in /Atf /r»i3/r 

cf-lta /nr, Wr W.h<.)].t hereby make known .hat, on -the 

■ . Th. paragraphs Of ss. aS4 and ys ha,e 

h^ave befimsHbstituted by. Act Vl...o£,i889,.s..4.^ v - 
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J , ’ administration (with or with, 

out the will annexed, ^ the case may bt), of the properly and credits 

.U t .U , ’ deceased, were granted to 

, the father [pr as tht case may be) of the deceased [he havinff 
undertaken 10 administer the same, and to make a full and true 
inventory of the said property and credits, and exhibit the same in 
this Court within six months from the date of this grant, or within 
such further lime as tiie Court may from time to time appoint, and 
also to render to this Court a true account of the said property and 
credits within one year irom the same date, or within such further 
time as the Court may from time to time appoint.]”* 


256. “ Every person to whom any grant of letters of admi- 

Administration-bond. nistration othtr than a grant under 

section 212 IS committed f shall give 
a bond to the Judge of the District Court to enure for the benefit 
of the Judge for the time being with one or more surety or sureties 
engaging tor the due collection, getting in, and administering the 
estate of the deceased, which bond shall be in such form as the 
Judge shall, from lime to time, by any general or special order 
direct. 


257. The Court may, on application made by petition, and 
Assignment of administra* being satisfied that the engagement 

tion-bond. of any such bond has not been kept, 

and upon such terms as to security, or providing that the money 
recceived be paid into Court, or otherwise as the Court may think 
lit, assign the same to some person, his executors, or administra- 
tors, who shall tnereupon be entitled to sue on the said bond in his 
own name as if the same had been originally given to him insuad 
of to the Judge of the Court, and shall be entitled to recover there- 
on, as trustee for all persons interested, the full amount recoverable 
in respect of any breach thereof. 

258. No probate of a will shall be granted until after the 
Time for grant of probate expiration of seven dear days, ana no 

and administration^ letters of administration snail ne granieu 

until after the expiration of fourteen clear days, trom the day of the. 
testator 01 intestate's deatn. 


♦ These words in brackets from “ he having ” to ihe end of the sections 
have been substituted by Act VI. of 1S89, s. 4. . l ’ 

t In s. 256, the words quoted, excepting the italicized ones aaaea / 

s. 9 of Act V. of 1902, have been substituted by Act VI. of 1889, s. 0. 
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259. Every District aU m wHls of which 

Filing o£ original wills of ^ . ^te or letters of administration with 
1“ C* ' ‘vill Sie will annexed may be gramad by hta 

SJ. among the records of h.s Court uut.1 

„.,Hic renisttv for wills is established ; and the Local Govetn- 
S stall make regulationsi for the preservation and tnspect.on 
of the wills so filed as aforesaid. 

o«n After anv "rant of probate or letters of administration. 

Grantee of g^me shall have been [granted, shall have 

Sc"runtil\"al°?e\o ’ power to sue or prosecute any suit, or 
otherwise act as representative of the deceased tnroughout the pro- 
Sncl in waich the same may have been granted until such probate 
or letters of administration shall have been recalled or revok-d. 

• 261 In any case before the District Judge in which there is 

^ contention! the proceedings snail take, 

Procedure m contentious as may be, the form of a regu- 

fVv,. nrnvisions of the C ide of Civil Procedure, § 
lar probate or letters of administration, as the 

m wnich the pet t nlaintiff and the person who may have 

3haS be .he defendau,. 

202. Where any protaleis^oc^talers^ol^ad^^^^ 

Payment “J^lte any executor or administrator under such 

raSuUo»Tevo'i::d“ “ tate or adminlstra.io„ before the t-evo- 
cation thereof shall, notwithstanding such revocanon, be a legal 
discharge to the person making ihe same , 

and the executor or administrator who shall have act^ed under 
ana me e^ei. revoked probate or administra- 

Right of such^executoj^or reimburse himself in 

respect of any payments made by him, 


P . 

administrator 
himstlf. 


. The words o 'taoa?' R«>es 

t For rules m force m (/) Assam, s« ms UaaMSil 

and orders (Ed. 1893). P?/ 

gtvlS*“SirLS 2 rS Rlfaad orders (Ed. .894), P- sa. , 

ixtae^r'eSin^Wlo Act Vin. ot .859^ ■>»» >>= read as apply, 
ing to Act V. of I 9 o 8 .- 5 « s. IS 8 of the latter Act. 

^ Act X., 186S.--8. 


ICO 


INDUN SUCCESSION ACT. 


[ActX. 


which the person to whom probate or letters of administration shall 
be afterwards granted might have lawfully made. 


263. Every order made by a District Judge by virtue of the 
Appeals from orders of powers hereby conferred upon him shall 
Disuict Judge. be subject to appeal to the High Court 

under the rules contained in the Code of Civil Procedure* applica- 
ble to appeals. 


264. The High Court shall have concurrent jurisdiction 
Concurrent jurisdiction of with the District Judge in the exercise 
High Court. of all the powers hereby conferred upon 

the District Judge. 


PART XXXII.f 

Of Executors of their own Wrong. 


265. A person who intermeddles with the estate of the de- 

^ ceased, ordoesanyotheractwhichbe- 

Executor of h.s own strong, 

there is no rightful executor or administrator in existence, thereby 
makes himself an executor of his own wrong. 


ExcipHons. — First . — Intermeddling with the goods of the de- 
ceased for the purpose of preserving them, or providing for his 
funeral, or for the immediate necessities of his family or properly, 
does not make an executor of his own wrong. 

Second . — Dealing in the ordinary course of business with goods 
of the deceased received from another does not make an executor 
of his own wrong. 

lllustralions^ 


(a.) A uses or gives away or sells some of the goods of the deceased, or 
takes them to satisfy his own debt or legacy, or receives payment of the 
debts of the deceased. He is an executor of his own wrong. 


(6.) A, having been appointed agent by the deceased in his lifetime to 
collect his debts and sell his goods, continues to do so after he has become 
aware of his death. He is an executor of his own wrong in respect of acts 
done after he has become aware of the death of the deceased. 


♦ This reference of Act VIII. of 1859 should now be read as applying 
to Act V, of 1908 . — See s. 158 of the latter Act. 

t Part XXXII. does not extend to Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, or Buddhists 
^See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870). 
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(c.) A sues as executor of the deceased, not being such. He is an 
•executor of his own wrong. 

266. When a person has so acted as to become an executoc 
Liability of executor of his 0* his own wrong, he is answerable to 
own wrong. the rightful executor or administrator, 

or to any creditor or legatee' of the deceased, to the extent of the 
assets which may have come to his hands, after deducting pay- 
ments made to the rightful executor or administrator, and payments 
made in a due course of administration. 


PART XXXIII.* 

Of the Powers of an Executor or Administrator — 

267. An executor or administrator has the same power to 
In respect of causes of sue in respect of all causes of action that 

action surviving deceased, survive the deceased, and to distrain for 
and rents due at death. all rents due to him at the time of his 

death, as the deceased had when living. 

268. All demands whatsoever, and all rights to prosecute or 
Demands and rights of defend any action or special proceeding, 

action of or against deceased existing in favour of or against a person 
survive to and against execu- at the time of his decease, survive to and 
tor or administrator. against his executors or administrators 

except causes of action for defamation, assault as defined in the 
Indian Penal Code,f or other personal injuries not causing the death 
of the party ; and except also cases where, after the death of the 
party, the relief sought could not be enjoyed, or granting it would 
be nugatory. 


Illustrations, 

(u.) A collision takes place on a railway in consequence of some neglect 
•or default of the officials, and a passenger is severely hprfc,. but not so as tb 
cause death. He afterwards dies without having brought any action. The 
cause of action does not survive, 

(4 ) A sues for divorce. A dies. The cause of action does not survive 
his representative. 


.... XXXIII. does not extend to Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, or Bud- 

dhists.— See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870), Compare the Probate 
and Administration Act (V. of 1881), Ch. VI. 

. t Act XLV. of i8do. ' 5 
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which the person to whom probate or letters of administration shall 
be atterwards granted might have lawfully -made. 

263> Every order made by a District Judge by virtue of the 
Appeals from orders of powers hereby conferred upon him shall 
District Judge. ^ be subject to appeal to the High Court 

under the rules contained in the Code of Civil Procedure* applies* 
ble to appeals. 

264. The High Court shall have concurrent jurisdiction 
Concurrent jurisdiction of with the District Judge in the exercise 
High Court. of all the powers hereby conferred upon 

the District Judge. 


PART XXXlI.f 

Of Executors of their own Wrong. 

265. A person who intermeddles with the estate of the de- 
„ „ . ceased, or does any other act which be- 

Executor of his own >Troog. 

there is no rightful executor or administrator in existence, thereby 
makes himself an executor of his own wrong. 

Excipiioin, — First . — ’Intermeddling with the goods of the de- 
ceased for the purpose of preserving them, or providing for bis 
funeral, or for the immediate necessities of his family or property, 
does not make an executor of his own wrong. 

Second . — Dealing in the ordinary course of business with goods 
of the deceased received from another does not make an executor 
of his own wrong. 

Illustrations. 

(a.) A uses or gives away or sells some of the goods of the deceased, or 
takes them to satisfy his own debt or legacy, or receives payment of the 
debts of the deceased. He is an executor of his own wrong. 

(6.) A, having been appointed agent by the deceased in his lifetime to 
collect his debts and sell his goods, continues to do so after he has become 
aware of his death. He is an executor of his own wrong in respect of acts 
done after he has become aware of the death of the deceased. 


* This reference of Act VIII. of 1859 should now be read as applying 
to Act V. of igo8 . — See s. 158 of the latter Act. 

t Part XXXII. does not extend to Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, or Buddhists 
--See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870). 



•«f 1865.] 


INDIAN SUCCSSSION ACT. 


lOK 

(c.) A sues as executor of the deceased, not being such. He is aa 
-executor of his own wrong. 

206. When a person has so acted as to become an executor 
Liability of executor of his oi his own wrong, he is answerable to 
own wrong. the rightful executor or administrator, 

or to any creditor or legatee' of the deceased, to the extent of the 
assets which may have come to his hands, after deducting pay- 
ments made to the rightful executor or administrator, and payments 
made in a due course of administration. 


PART XXXHI.* 

Of the Powers of an Executor or Administrator — 

267. An executor or administrator has the same power to 
In respect of causes of sue in respect of all causes of action that 

action surviving deceased, survive the deceased, and to distrain for 
and rents due at death. rents due to him at the time of his 

death, as the deceased had when living. 

268. All demands whatsoever, and all rights to prosecute or 
Demands and rights of defend any action or special proceeding, 

action of or against deceased existing in favour of or against a person 
survive to and against execu- at the time of his decease, survive to and 
tor or administrator. against his executors or administrators 

except causes of action for defamation, assault as defined in the 
Indian Penal Code,f or other personal injuries not causing the deatli 
of the party ; and except also cases where, after the death of thn 
party, the relief sought could not be enjoyed, or granting it would 
■be nugatory. 


Illustrations, 

(a.) A collision takes place on a railway in consequence of some neglect 
<Jr default of the officials, and a passenger is severely hprt,. but not so as to 
cause death. He afterwards dies without having brought any action. The 
cause of action does not survive, 

{b.) A sues for divorce. A dies. The cause of action does not survive 
to his representative. 


. * Part XXXIII. does not e.xtend to Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, or Bud- 
dhists.— 5^,? the Hindu Wilis Act (XXI. of 1870). Compare the Probate 
and Administration Act (V. of 1881), Ch. VI. 

V t Act XLV. of i860. ■ ‘ ^ 


X 04 


INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT. 


CAct:^ 


( 4 ) The exhibition of an intentionally false inventory or ac- 
count under this section shall be deemed to be an offence under, 
section 193 of that Code. 

277A.* In all cases where a grant has been made of pro- 
Invcntory to include pro- hate or letteis of administration intend- 
perty in any part of British ed to have effect throughout the whole 
India in certain cases. qJ British India, the executor, or admi- 

nistrator shall Include in the inventory of the effects of the deceased 
all his moveable or immoveable property situate in British India,, 
and the value of such property situate in each province shall be 
separately stated in such inventory, and the probate or letters of 
administration shall be chargeable with a fee corresponding to the 
entire amount or value of the property affected thereby whereso- 
ever situate within British India. 

278. The executor or administrator shall collect, with reason- 

As to property of, and able diligence, the property of the de- 
debts owing to, deceased. ceased, and the debts that were due to 

him at the time of his death. 

279. Funeral expenses to a reasonable amount, according to 

Expenses to be paid the degree and quality of the deceased,. 

before all debts. and death-bed charges, including lees 

for medical attendance, and board and lodging for one month pre- 
vious to his death, are to be paid before all debts. 

280. The expenses of obtaining probate or letters of admi-- 
Expenses to be paid next nistration, including the costs meuw 

after such expenses. for or in respect of any judic p 

ceedings that may be necessary for administering the estate, are 
be paid next after the funeral expenses and death-bed charges. 

281. Wages due for services rendered to the deceased within 

IV t . • • three months next preceding bis death 

Wages for certain services mice nr HnmeStiC 

to be next paid, and then by any labourer, artisa , 
other debts. servant, are next to be paid, and then 

the other debts of the deceased. 

282. Save as aforesaid, no creditor is to have a right 

c f M 11 ity over another by reason that his de 

b^pafa anS i/.seourad by an ins.mmant under seal.- 

,cateab!y, or on any other account. 


• S. 277A has been inserted by Act VIII. of 19031 s- 2 (?)• 
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c But the executor or administrator shall pay all such debts* as 
he knowsf of, including his own, equally and rateably.J as far as 
the assests of the deceased will extend. 

283. If the domicile of the deceased was not in British India, 
Application of moveable the application of his moveable pro- 
property to payment of perty to the payment of his debts 13 
debts where domicile not be regulated by the 'law of “ British 
in British India. India.” § 

» * » tis * * 

284 II No creditor who has received payment of a part of his 
... debt by virtue of the last preceding sec- 

under section ^283 to bring lion shall be entitled to share in the 
payment into account be- proceeds of the immoveable estate of 

fore sharing in proceeds of deceased unless he brings such pay- 
.mmoveabl. pcoperty. 

Other creditors. 

Illnstrations» 

A dies, having his domicile in a country where instruments under seal 
have priority over instruments not under seal, leaving moveable property to 
the value of 5 000 rupees and itnmoveabJe property to the value of 10,000 
rupees, debts on instruments under seal to the amount of 10,000 rupees, and 
debts on instruments not under seal to the same amount. The creditors 
holding instruments under seal receive half of their debts out of the pro- 
ceeds of the moyeable estate. The proceeds of the immoveable estate are 
to be applied in payment of the debts on instruments not under seal until 
one half of such defats has been discharged. This will leave 5,000 rupees, 
which are to be distributed rateably amongst all the creditors without dis- 
tinction in proportion to the amount which may remain due to them. 

Debts to be paid before 235. Debts of every description 
legacies. must be paid before any legacy. 

283. If the estate of the deceased is subject to any contingent 
Executor or ladministra- labilities, an executor or administrator 
tor not bound to pay legacies is not bound to pay any legacy without 
without indemnity. ^ sufficient indemnity to meet the liabili- 

ties whenever they may become due. 

• A liability to pay calls is a debt. — 8 Bom., O. C. J , 20, 

t I. e., actually, not constructively. — 8 Bom., O. C. J., 20. 

j: 8 Bom., O. C. J., 20. 

S The words quoted have been substituted for the words " the country 
in which he was domiciled” by Act VI. of 1889, s. 9, cl. (/) • and the illus- 
tration originally attached to this section has been repealed by cj. la) of the 
same section. 

a S. 284, together with its Illustration, seems to be an anomaly after 
the amendment of s. 283. •' 
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287. If the assets, after payment of debts, necessary expenses 

ffadS. legacies, are nof sufficient 

the latter shall abate or beShedt /;rpro&" 

and the executor has no right to pay one legatee in preference 

IejrateS?L"ltiL another, nor to retain any money on 

other. ° account of a legacy to himself, or to any 

person for whom he is a trustee. 

288. Where there is a specific legacy, and the assets are 
Non-abaterneot of specific Sufficient for the payment of debts and 

to^pS sufficient necessary expenses, the thing specified 

must be delivered to the legatee with- 
out any abatement. 

289. Where there is a demonstrative legacy, and the assets 

Right under deraonstra- sufficient for the payment of debts 
live legacy when assets 3 *^^ necessary expenses, the legatee has 

^ preferential claim for payment of his 
expenses. legacy out of the fund from which the 

legacy is directed to be paid until such lund is exhausted, and, if, 
after the fund is exhausted, part of the legacy still remains unpaid, 
he. is entitled to rank for the remainder against the general assets 
as for a legacy of the amount of such unpaid remainder. 


290. If the assets are not sufficient to answer the debts and 
Rateable abatement of the specific legacies, an abatement shall 
specific legacies. be made from the latter rateably in 

proportion to their respective amounts. 


lUiisiration^ 

A has bequeathed to B a diamond*ring, valued at 500 rupees, and to C 
a horse, valued at x,ooo rupees. It is found necessary to sell all the effects 
of the testator, and his assets, after payment of debts, are only 1,000 rupees. 
Of this sum rupees 333*5-4 are to be paid to B, and rupees €66-io-8 
to C, 


291. For the purpose of abatement, a legacy for life, a sum 
Legacies treated as general appropriated by the will tO produce an 
for purpose of abatement* annuity, and the value of an annuity, 
when no sum has been appropriated to produce it, shall be treated 
as general legacies. 
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PART XXXV.* ■ : 

Of the ExacuToa's Assent to a Legacy. 

< 

Assent necessary to com- 292 » Th© ^SSCnt of thfi ©XCCUtor 

.piece legat ee’s title. is necessary to Complete a legatee's title 

to his legacy. 

Illustrations. 


(a.) A by his will bequeaths to B his Government Paper, which is in 
•deposit with the Bank of Bengal. The Bank has no authority to deliver 
the securities, nor B a right to take possession of them, without the assent 
of the e^tecutor. 

(6.) A by his will has bequeathed to C his house in Calcutta in the 
i:enancy of B, C is not entitled to receive the rents without the assent of 
the executor. 


298. Tne assent of the executor to a specific bequest shall 
Effect of executor's as- be sufiScient to divest his interest as 
sent to specific legacy. executor therein, and to transfer the 

subject of the bequest to the legatee, unless the nature or the 
'Circumstances of the property require that it shall be transferred in 
a particular way. 


Nature of assent. 


This assent may be verbal, and it 
may be either express or implied from 
the conduct of the executor. 


Illustrations. 

(a.) A horse is bequeathed. The executor requests the legatee to dis- 
pose of it, or a third party proposes to purchase the horse from the executor, 
and he directs him to apply to the legatee. Assent to the legacy is implied. 

(^,) The interest of a fund is directed by the will to be applied for the 
maintenance of the legatee during his minority. The executor commences 
so to apply it. This is an assent to the whole of the bequest, 

(c.) A bequest is made of a fund to A, and after him to B. The 
executor pays the interest of the fund to A. This is an implied assent to 
-the bequest to B, 

[d.) Executors die after paying all the debts of the testator, but before 
satisfaction of specific legacies. Assent to the legacies may be presumed. 

(e.) A person to whom a specific article has been bequeathed takes 
possession of it, and retains it without any objection on the part of the 
executor. His assent may be presumed. 


* Part XXXV. does not extend to Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs or Bud- 
dhist3.—5ee the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870). Compare the Probate 
and Administration Act (V. of 1881),- Ch. VIII. • ’ 
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294. The assent of an executor to a legacy may be condi- 

Conditional assent, tiona), and if the condition be one which 

he has a right to enforce, and it is not 
perfoimed, there is no assent. 

Illustrations* 

Ml ^ bequeaths to B his lands of Sultanpur, which, at the date of the 
wi , and at the death of A, were subject to a mortgage for 10,000 rupees, 
xne executor assents to the bequest on condition that B shall, within a 
imi ed time, pay the amount due on the mortgage at the testator^s death, 
Ine amount is not paid. There is no assent, 

u executor assents to a bequest on condition that the legatee 

s all pay him a sum of money. The payment is not made. The assent is 
nevertheless valid. 

295. When the executor is a legatee, his assent to his own 
Assent of executor to his legacy is necessary to complete his title 

own legacy. (q jj jjj jjjg same way as it is required 

when the bequest is to another person, and his assent may in like 
manner be expressed or implied. 

Assent shall be implied if, in his manner of administering the 
Implied assent. property, he does any act which is refer- 

able to his character of legatee, and is 
not referable to his character of executor. 

Illustration* 

An executor takes the rent of a house, or the interest of Governmen. 
securities bequeathed to him, and applies it to his own use. This is assent, 

Effect of executor’s assent. 296. The assent of the executor tO 

a legacy gives effect to it from the death 
of the testator. 

Illustrations* 

(«.) A legatee sells his legacy before it is assented to by the executor. 
The executor*s subsequent assent operates for the benefit of the purchaser, 
and completes his title to the legacy. - 

(^.) A bequeaths i.ooo rupees to B with interest from his death. The 
executor does not assent to his legacy until the expiration of a year from 
As death. B is entitled to interest from the death of A. > 

297. An executor is not bound to pay or deliver any legacy 
: Executor when to deliver Until the expiration of one year from tb^ 
cgacics. testator's death. 
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llhisiration. 

A by his will directs his legacies to be paid within six months after his- 
death. The executor is not bound to pay them before the expiration of a 
year. 


PART XXXVL* 

Of thi£ Payment and Apportionment of Annuities. 


298. Where an annuity is given by the will, and no time is 

Commencement of an- for ils commencement, it shall 

nuicy when no time fixed by commence from the testator s death, and 
wJb the first payment shall be made at the 

expiration of a year next after that event. 

299. Where there is,a direction that the annuity shall be paid 
When annuity, to be paid Quarterly or monthly, the first payment 

quarterly or monthly, first shall be dub at the end of the first quar« 
falls due. jgj. qj njonth, as the case may be,, 

after the testator's death ; and shall, If the executor think fit, be 
paid when due, but the e.xecutor shall not be bound to pay it till 
the end of the year. 


300. Where there is a direction that the first payment of an 

annuity shall be made within one month 
or any other division of time from the 
death of the testator, or on a day certain, 
the successive payments are to be made 
on the anniversary of the earliest day on 
which the will authorizes the first payment to be made ; 


Dates of successive pay- 
ments when first payment 
directed to be made within 
given lime, or on day cer*» 
tain. 


and, if the annuitant should die in the interval between the 
Apportionment where an* times of payment, an apportioned share 
nuiunt dies between times of the annuity shall be paid to his re-* 
of payment. presentaiive. 


* Part XXXVI. does not extend to Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs or 
Buddhists.— the Hindu Wills Act {XXI. of 1870). Compare the 
Probate and Administration Act (V. of 1881), Ch. IX. 
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294. The assent of , an executor to a legacy may be condi- 
Conditional assent. tional, and if the condition be one which 

he has a right to enforce, and it is not 
performed, there is no assent. 


Illustrations. 


ini ^ Sultanpur, which, at the date of the 

wilt, and at the death of A, were subject to a mortgage for lo.ooo rupees. 
1 he executor assents to the bequest on condition that B shall, within a 
limited time, pay the amount due on the mortgage at the testator’s death. 
1 ne aniount is not paid* There is no assent. 


(^♦) The executor assents to a bequest on condition that the legatee 
shall pay him a sum of money. The payment is not made. The assent is 
nevertheless valid. 


295. When the executor is a legatee, his assent to his own 
Assent of executor to his legacy is necessary to complete his title 
own legacy. to it in the same way as it is required 

when the bequest is to another person, and his assent may in like 
manner be expressed or implied. 


Assent shall be implied if, in bis manner of administering the 

Implied psseet. ptopen,, he does any 'fiih js refer- 

able to his character of legatee, ana is 
not referable to his character of executor. 


Illusiration» 


An executor takes the rent of a house, or the interest of Governmen. 
; securities bequeathed to him, and applies it to his own use. This is assent, 


Effect of executor^s assent* 


296. The assent of the executor to 
a legacy gives effect to it from the death 
of the testator. 


Illustrations^ 


(a.) A legatee sells his legacy before it is assented to by the * 

The executor^s subsequent assent operates for the benefit of the pure > 
and completes his title to the legacy. > 

{b.) A bequeaths i.ooo rupees to B with interest from h is death. Th^s 
executor does not assent to his legacy until the expiration o a ye 
A*s death, B is entitled to interest from the death of A. ' 


297. An executor is not bound to pay or deliver any legacy 
Executor when to deliver until the expiration of One year from 
sgacies. testator s death. 
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Jllustraiion. 

A by his will directs his legacies to be paid within six months after his- 
death. The executor is not bound to pay them before the expiration of a 
year. 


PART XXXVL* 

Of the Payment and Apportionment of Annuities. 


298. Where an annuity is given by the will, and no time is 
Commencement of an- ^^ed for its commencement, it shall 

nuity when no time fixed by commence from the testator s death, and 
'V'h. the first payment shall be made at the 

expiration of a year next after that event. 

299. Where there is, a direction that the annuity shall be paid 
When annuity, to be paid quarterly or monthly, the first payment 

quarterly or monthly, first shall be dufc at the end of the first quar- 
faiis due. qj gj-gj. na^nth, as the case may be^ 

after the testator’s death ,* and shall. If the executor think fit, be 
paid when due, but the executor shall not be bound to pay it till 
the end of the year. 


300. Where there is a direction that the first payment of an 
rx . , . annuity shall be made within one month 

raents when first payment or any Other division of time from the 
djrected to be made within death of the testator, or on a day certain, 
fain" successive payments are to be made 

on the anniversary of the earliest day on 
which the will authorizes the first payment to be. made ; 


and, if the annuitant should die in the interval between the 
Apportionment where an- times of payment, an apportioned share 
nuitant dies between times of the annuity shall be paid to his re- 
o£ payment. presentative. 


Part XXXVI. does not extend to Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs or 
Buddhists.— See the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of 1870). Compare th& 
Probate and Administration Act (V, of i88i), Ch. IX. 


110 


INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT. 


[ActX. 


PART XXXVII * 


On the Investment of Funds to provide for Legacies. 

301. Where a legacy, not being a specific is given 

nf «,.m he. for life, the sum bequea' * Ul, at the 


J , - O ST - 

I„.e,tm.nt oi sum bu- ‘ho sum bequeU' 

queathed where Icjfacy, not end Oi the ye^r, be i 
specific, K»ven for life. securities as the Hig’’ 

general rule to be made from time to time, 
nnd the proceeds thereof shall be paid to the 
shall accrue due. 


Ml> at the 
in su* 

•y> 


302. Where a general legacy is given 

l„vc«mont of gou.rul 
legacy to be paid at futuro 
time. 


Intermediate interest. 


sufficient to meet 
kind mentioned 
section. 

The in>~ 
part of theres= 

303. Where an annuity is given, 

Procedure when no fund 
charged with, or appropriat- will 10 answ 
ed for annuity. of the spec 

chased; or 

if no such annuity can be ot j 
produce the annuity shall be mveste. 
■Lurtties as the High Court may by a. 
from time to time, authorize or dir 

304. Where a bequest is coni 

-j bound to 

Transfer lo . ^®stduary . j, 

iwue^of 

legatee on his giving 
legacy if it shall become due. 

- 305. Where the 

‘"rHTtor1fr»So'’o; direo 
tfeSn to iov-t iu purti- secnr, 
cular securities. the t 


J fc 



of'i865-] 


INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT. 


trs 


in such securities as the High Court may for the time being 
regard as good securities shall be converted into money, and invest- 
ed in such securities. 

806. Where the testator has bequeathed the residue of bis 
, ^ . .. u estate to a person for life, with a direction 

queathed for life, with direc- that It shall be invested in certain speci- 
tion to invest in specified fied securities, 30 much of the estate as 
securities. jg [he time of his death invested in 

securities of the specified kind. shall be converted into money, and 
invested in such securities. 

307. Such conversion and investment as. are contemplated by 
Time and manner of con- the two last preceding sections shall be 
version and investment. made at such times and in such manner 

as the executor sha 11 in his discretion think fit; 

and, until such conversion and investment shall be completed. 
Interest payable until in- the person who would be for the time 
vestment. being entitled to the income of the fund 

when so invested shall receive interest at the rate of four per cent, 
per annum upon the market-value (to be computed as of the date 
of the testator’s death) of such part of the fund as shall not yet 
have been so invested. 


308. Where, by the terms of a bequest, the legatee is entitled 

to the immediate payment or possession 
of the money or thing bequeathed, but is 
a minor, and there is no direction in the 
will to pay it to any person on his behalf, 
the executor or administrator shall pay 
or deliver the same into the Court of the District Judge, by whom 
“ or by whose District Delegate ”* the probate was, or letters of 


Procedure where minor 
entitled to immediate pay- 
ment or possession o£ be- 
quest, and no direction to 
pay to person on his behalf. 


administration with the will annexed were, granted to the account 
of the legatee unless the legatee be a ward of the Court of Wards; . 


and, if the legatee be a ward of the Court of Wards, the 
legacy shall be paid into that Court to his account : and such pay- 
ment into the Court of the District Judge, or into the Court of 
Wards, as the case may be, shall be a sufficient discharge for 
the money so paid : 


and such money, when paid in, shall be invested in the pur- 
chase of Government securities, which, with the interest thereon, 

* In 3. 308, the Words quoted have been inserted by 3. 8 of Act VI, ot 
1881, 
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shall be transferred or paid to the person entitled thereto, or other- 
wise applied for his benefit, as the Judge or the Court of Wards, 
as the case may be, may direct. 


PART XXX VIll* 

Of the Produce and Interest of Legacies. 

Legatee’s title to produce 309. The legatee of a specific 

of specific legacy. legacy is entitled to the clear produce 

thereof, if any, from the testator's death. 

Exception. — A specific bequest, contingent in its terms, does 
not comprise the produce of the legacy between the death of the 
testator and the vesting of the legacy. The clear produce of it 
forms part of the residue of the testator's estate. 


lllxistraiions. 

% 

(a,) A bequeaths his flock of sheep to B, Between the death of A and 
delivery by his executor, the sheep are shorn, or some of the ewes produce 
Jambs. The wool and Iambs are the property of B, 

(6.) A bequeaths his Government securities to B, but postpones the 
delivery of them till the death of C. The interest which falls due between 
the death of A and the death of C belongs to B, and must, unless he is a 
minor, be paid to him as it is received. 

(c) The testator bequeaths all his four per cent. Government pro-* 
V missory notes to A when he shall complete the age of i8. A, if he com- 
J plete that age, is entitled to receive the notes, but the interest which accrues 
^ in respect of them, between the testator's death and A's completing i8, 
forms part of the residue. 

310. The legatee under a general residuary bequest is entl- 
Residuary legatee’s title tied to the produce of the residuary fund 
to produce of residuary fund, from the testator's death. 

Exception . — A general residuari bequest, contingent in its 
terms, does not comprise the income which may accrue upon the 
fund bequeathed between the death of the testator and the vesting 
of the legacy. Such income goes as undisposed of. 


* Part XXXVIir. does not extend to Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Bud- 
dhists.— the Hindu Wills Act (XXI. of rSyo). Compare the Probate 
and Administration Act (V. of 1881), Ch. XI, - 
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tn \ Thp testator bequeaths the residue of his property to A, a minor, 

,0 be'piid .0 Sshal. compl.t. the pge of .8, Th. .poomohom 

the testator’s death belongs to A- ^ ^ a i. i, 

(5.) The teslalot bequeaths It ttTued to 

StaZftosidoe'^'The ioco^e which has accrued i« respect of it siuce 
the testator’s death goes as undisposed of. 

311. Where no time has been 6xed for the payment of a 
. general legacy, interest begins to run 
Interest when no tune exoiration of one year from the 

fixed for payment of general irom me expurtuu / 

legacy* tOStatOr S QG^tn* 

Exceptions.— (z.) Where the legacy is bequeathed in satisfac- 
tion of a debt, interest runs from the death of the testator. 

Tfil When the testator was a parent or a more remote 
ancestor of the legatee, or has put liimself iu the place of » parent 
of the legatee, tL legacy shall bear interest from the death of the 

testator. , 

ro’l Where a sum is bequeathed to a minor with a direction 
.to pay for his maintenance out of it, interest is payable from the 
death of the testator. 

312 Where a time has been fixed for the payment of a 
■ general legacy, interest begins to run 

Interest when time fixed. {jjjjg gg fixed. The interest 

up to such time forms part of the residue of the testator’s 

estate. 

Exception the testator was a parent or a more 

remote ancestor of the legatee, or has put himself in the place 

of a parent of the legatee, and the legatee is a minor, the legacy 
shall bear interest from the death of the testator unless a specific 
sum is given by the will for maintenance. 

313. The rate of interest shall be 


•Rate of interest. 


four per cent, per annum. 


314 No interest is payable on the arrears of an annuity 
„ . ‘ within the first year from the death of 

annuity withiUrst year after the testator although a period earlier 
■testator’s death. than the expiration of that year may 

have been fixed by the will for making the first payment of tho. 
annuity. ... 
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324 .- The' refunding of one legatee fo -another shall not^' 
Limit'of refunding-" of one exceed the suQl by-which the satisfied 
legatee to another.'- - • legacy ought to have been reduced if 
the estate had been properly administered. 

r ' !■ ' ' 1 . : 


I/ljcsiratzon^ 

A has bequeathed 240 rupees to B, 480 rupees to C, and 720 rupees 
if} D, The assets are only 1,200 rupees, and, if properly^administered, 
m)uld give 200 rupees to B, 400 rupees to C, and 600 rupees to D. C 
and D have been paid their legacies in full, leaving nothing to B. B can 
oblige C to refund 80 rupees, and D to refund 120 rupees. 


Refunding to be without 825 - The refunding shall, in all 
nterest. cases, be without interest. 

326 . The surplus or residue of the deceased's property, after 
Residue after usual pay- payment of debts and legacies, shall be 
ments to be paid to residuary paid to the residuary legatee when any 
legatee. i^een appointed by the will. ' 


32 3 A.* Where a person not having his domicile in British 
_ , , , India has died leaving assets both in 

BrlSSialo =Slo?°o” Brilish India and in tha country in 
administrator in country of which he had his domicile at ine tune 
domicile for distribution. ^13 death, 


and there have been a grant of probate or letters of adminis- 
tration in British India with respect to the assets there, and a 
grant of administration in the country of domicile with respect to 
the assets in that country, 

the executor or administrator, as the case may be, in British 
India, after having given such notices as are mentioned in section 
320, and after having discharged, at the expiration of the time 
therein named, such lawful claims as he knows of, 

may, instead of himself distributing any surplus or residue of 
the deceased’s property to persons residing out of British in i 
who are entitled thereto, transfer, with the consent of the 
or administrator, as the case may be, in the country or domic , 
the surplus or residue to him for distribution to those persons. 


* S. 326A has been inserted by Act II. of iSgo-.s, 9 * 
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117. 


'"■'Of ms Lubilixy of an Exacuxoa or- Administrator for , 

Devastation. ^ . 

: ' Wnen an executor or administrator misapplies the estate 

827* ^ deceased, or subjects u to loss or 

JS.uig.or°' damage, he ia liable to make good the 

^ loss or damage, SO pccasioned. , 

Jlluitrations, 

■■ (a.) Theeiecutotpaysouteltheaatatean antaendcd claim. Hi ia 

Uable to make good the loas. „„„,ahle by ootice, tvhicb the 

make gotrf the lose. 

V, . -Tiblf oTnotlce at a particular time. The executor neglects to 

gwi?h:rS=.° Hf iTliable tl make good the loss. 

R5>'? Wnen an executor or administrator occasions a loss to 
3ja. wnen an ^gj^te, by neglecting to gel m any 

f. part of the property of t^he deceased, he 

get in any part of property. jg liable to make good the amount. 

* lllnsirations. 

L. II ►#»! V rplfijisGs tSi debt due to the deceased froin 

i prtao„“ « fompo'KS ^debtor who is able Co pa, i„ toll. 

The executL \s Uable, to make good the amount. 

. rtrrlpptg to sue for a debt till the debtor is able to 
pJ‘.t"rtlorrUm“l«ouo^rs.'aud the deb. is .hereby lost to 
ttestate The executor is liable to make good the amount. 


PART XLI.f 


MlSCfiLtANKOUS. 


^2,Q. Stamps aiid Fees. {Repealed by Act VII. of 1870^ 
330. Saving as to Administrator-General.^ {Repealed by Act 
ZXlV.o) 1867.} ; 


PnrtXL- does not extend to Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs or Buddhist.— 

i« the Smu wSla Ac. tXXh of ,870.) Compare the Probate and Adt 
mio.strrtiou^t (V.^oy880.^ud'm Hlidus, Jainas, Sikhs or Buddhists.— 

S?tftheHindu‘WillsAct(XXl. of iSyo).'-^- -- " - ' - 
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331. The provisions of this Act shall not apply to intestate or 

c, - . . I testamentary succession to the property 

Succession to property of , tt- j t\t l j t> i 

Hindus, &C., and certain of any Hindu, Mahomedan,or Buddhist,* 
v^tls, intestacies, and mar- nor shall they apply to any will made, 
riages not affected. qj gjjy intestacy occurring, before the 

first day of January 1866 . 

The 4 th section shall not apply to any marriage contracted 
before the same day. 

332. The Governor-General of India in Council shall, from 

_ time to lime, have power, by an order, 
rafT Councr^r eSmS retrospectively front the passing 

any race, sect, or tribe in of this Act, or prospectively, to exempff 
British I luiia from operation from the operation, of the whole or any 

part of this Act the members of any race, 
sect, or tribe in British India, or any part of such race, sect, or 
tribe, to whom he may consider it impossible or inexpedient loaj^ 
ply the provisions of this Act, or of the part of the Act mentioned 
in the order. 

The Governor General of India in Council shall also have 
power from time to time to revoke such order, but not so that the 
revocation shall have any retrospective effect. 


* As to wills of Hindus, Jainas, Sikhs, and Buddhists in the 
Provinces of Bengal and the towns of Madras and Bombay, see now the 
Hindu Wills Act (XXL of 1870), as amended by Act V. of 1881, s. 

As to intestate succession among Parsis, see the Parsi Succession Act 

(XXL of 186s). 

As to moveable property under Rs. 200 in value of persons dying 
intestate in a Presidency-town, when taken charge of by the Police for safe 
custody, see the Administrator-Generals Act ( 11 . of 1874). c w a 
As to probate and letters of administration in the case of riinaus, 
Mahomedans, and Buddhists, and persons exempted under s. 332, see the 
Probate and Administration Act (V. of 1881). 

t The following classes have been exempted from the operati^ 0 
whole of the Act retrospectively from the passing of the 

all Native Christians in the Province of Coorg see Notifica on $ 
204, dated 23rd July 1868, in Gazette of India, 1868, p* 

the Jews of Aden-^s^^ Notification No. idsij dated 20 ^ ^ 

x886, Bombay List of Local Rules and Orders Ed., 1880, p. 2; 

the members of the races known as Khasias and ^ ^ 

in the Chief Commissioner-ship of Assam ) — see Notifica ion ' gj 
dated 20 th October 1887, Assam. List of Local Rules and Orders, 

As to probate and letters of administration in the persons sO 

exempted, see the Probate and Administration Act (V. of XoO }• 



§fl86S.] INDIAK SUCCESSION ACT. II9 

All orders And revocations made under this section shall be 
published in the Gazeile of India. 

883* (/) When a grant of probate or letters of administra- 
Surrender of revoked pro- tion is revoked or annulled under this 
bate or letters t£ adminis- Act, the person to whcm the grant was 

made shall forthwith deliver up the pro- 
bate or letters to the Court which made the grant. 

( 2 ) If such person wilfully and without reasonable cause emits 
so to deliver up the probate or letters, he shall be punished with 
hne which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with imprison- 
ment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
months, or with both. 


SCHEDULE. 

{^Stamps and Ftes?^ 
[Repealtd by Act VII. of tS'po.'] 


* S. 333 has been added by Act VI. of 1889, s. lo. 


Act X., 1865.— Id, 




THE SUCCESSION CEETIEICATE 
ACT, 1889 

(Act VII. of 1889).* 

Received the G.-G.’s Assent on the 8th March 1889. 

An Ad io facililaie the Colledion of Debh on Successions, and afford 

Protection to Parties paying Debts to the Representadves of 
Deceased Persons. 

Whereas it is expedient to facilitate the collection of debts on 
successions and afford protection to parties paying debts to the 
representatives of deceased persons ; It is hereby enacted as 
follows : — 

Title, commencement, ex- 1 - (0 JhiS Act rnay be Called the 

tent, and application. Succession Certificate Act, 1889. 

(2) It shall come into force on the first day of May, 1889- 
and 

(3) It extends to the whole of British India.f 

(^) But a certificate shall not be granted thereunder with 
• respect to any debt or security to which a right can be established 
by probate or letters of administration under the Indian Succession 
Act, 1865, t or by probate of a will to which the Hindu Wills Act, 


• For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gaeatte of India, 1S88, 
Ft. V., p. 60 ; for Report of the Select Committee, see ibid., 18S9, Ft. V., 
p. 45 : and for Proceedings in Council, see ibid., 1888, Ft. VI., pp. 92, 136, 
and ibid,, 1889, Ft. VI., p. 48- 

The Act has been declared in force in Upper Burma (except the Shan 
States) by the Burma Laws Act (XIII. of 1898). 

The Act has also been declared to be in force -in British Baluchistan 
by the British Baluchistan Laws Regulation (I. of 1890), s. 3 ; and in the 
Angul District by the Angul District Regulation (I. ot 1894), s. 3. 

It has been declared in force in the Santal Parganas by notification 
under s. 3 of the Santal Parganas Settlement Regulation ( 111 . of 1872) as 
amended by the Santal Parganas Laws Regulation (III. of 1886). 

t The words, “ inclusive of Upper Burma (except the Shan States),” 
have been repealed by the Fifth Schedule to the Burma Laws Act (XIIL 
of 1898), and, therefore, have been omitted here, 

X Act X. of 1865. 

^ 4,coP,— 10-7-1909. 


Act VII., ifSg,— I, 
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1870* applies, or by letters of administration with a copy of such 
a will annexed.! 


2 . (/) The enactments specified in the First Schedule are 
Repeal. repealed to the extent mentioned in the 

third column thereof. 

(2) But nothing in this Act shall affect any certificate granted 
before the commencement of this Act under Act XXVIL of i86o| 
or any enactment repealed by that act. 

(j) Any enactment except this Act and section 152 of the 
Probate and Administration Act, 188 1,§ or any document referring 
to any enactment repealed by this Act shall, so far as may be, con- 
strued to refer to this Act or to the corresponding portion (hereof. 


Definitions unless there is 

something repugnant in the subject 0 
context, — 

(/) “ District Court/' subject to the other provisions of thi 
Act And to the provisions of proviso to section 23 of the Punjal 
Couris Act, 1884,11 of any other like enactment for the timi 
being in force, means a Court presided over by a District Judge 
and 

(2) “ security ” means — 

(a) any promissory note, debenture, stock, or other secur 
ity of the Government of India ; 

( 3 ) any bond, debenture, or annuity charged by the Imperial 
Parliament on the revenues of India; 

(^) any stock or debenture of, or share in, a company or 
other incorporated institution ; 

(<f) any debenture or other security for money issued by, or 
on behalf of, a local authority; 


’ Act XXI. of 1870. 

t S. 5 of Act VII. of igoi provides as follows : — 

“ Nothing contained in section i, sub-section of the Succession 

Certificate Act, 1889, shall be deemed to prevent the grant of a 
to any person claiming* to be entitled to the effects of a deceased na 
Christian, or to any part thereof with respect to any debt or security, ; 
reason that a right thereto can be established by letters of administra w ^ 
under the Indian Succession Act, 1855/^ 

X Repealed by this Act. 

§ Act V- of 1S81. 

[i Act XVIII. of 1884. 
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(i) any other security which the Governor-General hi 
Council may, by notification in the Gazelle of India, 
declare to be a security for the purposes of this Act, 

Proof of representative title 
a condition precedent to re- 
covery ihroujih the Courts of 4 * (/) No Court shall— 

debts from debtors of deceas* 
ed persons. 

(fl) pass a decree against a debtor of a deceased person for 
payment of his debt to a person claiming to be 
emnled to the effects of the deceased person, or to 
any part thereof, or 

(^} proceed, upon an application of a person claiming to be 
so entitled, to execute against such a debtor a decree 
or order for the payment of his debt, 

except on the production, by the person so claiming, of — ■ 

(i) a probate or letters of administration evidencing the 

grant to him of administration to the estate of the 
deceased, or 

(ii) a certificate granted under section 36 or section 37 of 

the Administrator-Generals Act, 1S74 ,» and having 
the debt mentioned therein, or 

(iii) a certificate granted under this Act, and having the 

debt specified therein, or 

(iv) a certificate granted under Act XXVII, of i86of or an 

enactment repealed by that Act, or 

(v) a certificate granted under the Regulation of the 

Bombay Code No. VIII, of 1827, and, if granted 
after the commencement of this Act, having the 
debt specified therein. 

(2) The word “ debt " in sub-section (r) includes any debt 
except rent, revenue, or profits payable in respect of land used 
for agricultural purposes. 

5. The District Court within the jurisdiction of which the 
Court having jurisdiction deceased Ordinarily resided at the time 
to grant certificate. of his death, Or, if, at that time, he had 

' no fixed place of residence, then within the jurisdiction of which 


Act II. of 1874. 


t Repealed by this Act. 
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any part of the property of the deceased may be found, may grant 
a ceriincate under this Act. ^ ^ 

6 . (/) Application for such a certificate must be made to the 

Appliotion for certificate. Court by a petition signed and 

veniicd by, or on behalf of, ihe applican|i 
in the manner prescribed by the Code of Civil Procedure* for the 
signing and verification of a plaint by, or on behalf of, a plaintiff, 
and Setting forth the following particulars, namely — 

(u) the lime of the death of the deceased ; 

{b) the ordinary residence of the deceased at the time of bis- 
death, and, if such residence was not within thellocal 
limits of the jurisdiction of the Court to which the 
application is made, then the property of the de- 
ceased within those limits ; 

(f) the family or other near relatives of the deceasediand 
their respective residences ; 

(if) the rigiit in which the petitioner claims ; 

(tf) the absence of any impediment under section i, suIk 
section (^), or under any other provision of this Act 
or any other enactment, to the grant of the certifi- 
cate, or to the validity thereof if it were granted ; and 

(/} the debts and securities in respect of which the certificate- 
is applied for. 

(2) If the petition contains any averment which the person- 
verifying it knows or believes to be false, or does not believe to be 
true, that person shall be subject to punishment according to th 
provisions of the law for the time being in force for the punishmen 
of giving or fabricating false evidence. 

7. (/) If the District Court is satisfied that there is ground fa 
. entertaining the application, it shall fix '<■ 
Procedure on applicat.on. thereof, and cauSt 

notice of the application and of the day fixed for the hearing— 

(a) to be served on any person to whom, in the opinion of 
the Court, special notice of the application should be 
given, and 


* Act XIV. of 18S2 (see, now, Act V. of igoS). 
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(3) to be posted on some conspicuous part of the Court-house, 
and published in such other manner, if any, as the 
Court, subject to any rules made by the High Court 
in this behalf, thinks fit, 

and upon the day fixed, or as soon thereafter as may be practi- 
cable, shall proceed to decide in a summary manner the right to the 
certificate. 

( 2 ) When the Court decides the right thereto to belong to the 
applicant, it shall make an order for the grant of the certificate to 
diim. 

(j) If the Court cannot decide the right to the certificate with- 
out determining questions of law or fact, which seem to it to be too 
intricate and difficult for determination in a summary proceeding, 
it may nevertheless grant a certificate to the applicant if he appears 
to be the person having primd facie the best title thereto. 

(f) When there are more applicants than one for a certificate, 
and it appears to the Court that more than one of such applicants 
are interested in the estate of the deceased, the Court may, in de- 
ciding to whom the certificate is to be granted, have regard to the 
extent of interest and the fitness in other respects of the applicants. 


S. When the District Court grants a certificate, it shall thereinf 
„ specify the debts and securities set forth 

Contents of certificate. application for the certificate, and 

may thereby empower the person to whom the certificate is grant- 
ed— 


(a) to receive interest or dividends on, or 
(3) to negotiate or transfer, or 

(c) both to receive interest or dividends on, and to negotiate 
or transfer, the securities or any of them. 


9. (/) The District Court shall, in any case in which it proposes 
Requisition of security from to proceed under sectiou' 7 , sub-scction 
grantee of certificate. (j) or sub-section (f), and may, in any 

other case, require, as a condition precedent to the granting of a 
.certificate, that the person to whom it proposes to make the grant 
; 'shall give to the Judge of the Cpurt, to ensure for the benefit of the 
; Judge for the time being, a bond with one or more surety or sureties 
or other sufficient security for rendering an account of debts and 
I '•securities received by him, and for indemnity of persons who may 
■^1 be entitled to the whole or any part of those debts and securities. 
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, (2) The Court may, on application made by petition, and on 

cause shown to its satisfaction, and upon such terms as to security, 
or providing that the money received be paid into Court, or other- 
wise as the Court thinks fit, assign the bond or other security to some 
proper person, and that person shall thereupon be entitled to sue 
thereon in his own name as if it had been originally given to him 
instead of to the Judge of the Court, and to recover, as trustee for 
all persons interested, such amount as may be recoverable there- 
under. 


10 . (/) A District Court may from time to time, on the ap- 

„ . . r z plication of the holder of a certificate 

Extension of certificate. 

any debt or security not originally specified therein ; and every such 
extension shall have the same effect as if the debt or security to 
which the certificate is extended had been originally specified there- 
in. 

(2) Upon the extension of a certificate, powers with respect to 
the receiving of interest or dividends on, or the negotiation or 
transfer of, any security to which the certificate has been extended 
may be conferred, and a bond or further bond or other security 
for the purposes mentioned in the last-foregoing section may be re- 
quired, in the same manner as upon the original grant of a certifi- 
cate. 

11 Certificates shall be granted and extensions of certificates 

Forms of certificate and ex- shall be made, as nearly .u 
tended certificate. admit, in the forms set forth in the becono 

Schedule. 

12 . Where a District Court has not conferred on the holder of 

Amendment of certificate in a certificate any power with 
respect of powers as to securi- security specified in the certidcai , ^ 
ties. jjgg Qjjiy empowered him to receive in- 

terest or dividends on, or to negotiate or transfer the securi y, 

Court may, on application made by petition, and on 
its satisfaction, amend the certificate by conferring any 0 P 
mentioned in’ section 8 , or by substituting any one or y 
those powers. , , , 

. vir “oS? Avi? 

Amendment of Act VII.. -substituted, namely 


1870. 


\Inseried m ihe Court Fen Jc/.] 

* Act VII. of 1870. 
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(2) In the Court Fees Act, 1870;* section 19, clause viii., for 
the words and figures, “ and certificate mentioned in the First 
Schedule to this Act annexed. No. 12 ”, the words and figures, “ and, 
save as regards debts and securities, a certificate under Bombay 
Regulation VIII. of 1827 ”, shall be substituted. 


14 . (/) Every application for a certificate, or for the extension 
Mode .of collecting court- of a certificate, must be accompanied by 
fees on certificates. a deposit of a Sum equal to the fee pay- 

able, under the First Schedule to the Court Fees Act, 1S70,* in re- 
spect of the certificate or extension applied for. 

(2) If the application is allowed, the sum deposited by the ap- 
plicant shall be expended, under the direction of the Court, in the 
purchase of the stamp to be used for denoting the fee payable as 
aforesaid. 


(j) Any sum received under sub-section (/), and not expended 
under sub-section (2), shall be refunded to the person who deposited 
it. 


Local extent of certificate- 


15 . A certificate under this Act 
shall have effect throughout the whole of 
British India. 


16 . Subject to the provisions of this Act, the certificate of the 
„„ , , .-c . District Court shall, with re.spect to the 

debts and securities specified therein, 
be conclusive as against the persons owing such debts or liable on 
such securities, and shall, notwithstanding any contravention of sec- 
tion 1 , sub-section (^), or other defect, afford full indemnity to alS 
such persons as regards all payments made, or dealings had, in good 
faith in respect of such debts or securities to or with the person to 
whom the certificate was granted. 


17 . Where a certificate in the form, as nearly as circum- 
Effect of certificate granted Stances admit, of the Second Schedule 
or extended by British repre- has been granted to a resident within a 
sentative in Foreign State. Foreign State by the British represent- 
ative accredited to the State, or where a certificate so granted has 
been extended in such form by such representative, the certificate 
shall, when stamped in accordance with the provisions of the Court 
Fees Act, 1870,* with respect to certificates under this Act, have 
the same effect in British India as a certificate granted or extended 
under this Act. 


* Act VII. of 1870. 
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IS- A certificate granted under this Act may be revok* 

Revocation of certificate. following causes, 

namely — 

(a) that the proceedings to obtain ’the certificate were 
defective in substance; 

{d) that the certificate was obtained fraudulently by the 
making of a false suggestion, or by the concealment 
from the Court of something material to the case; 

(f) that the certificate was obtained by means of an untrue 
allegation of a fact essential in point of law to 
justify the grant thereof, though such allegation was 
made in ignorance or inadvertently ; 

((/) that the certificate has become useless and inoperative 
through circumstances; 

(e) that a decree or order made by a competent Court in 
a suit or other proceeding with respect to effects 
comprising debts or securities specified in the certi- 
ficate renders it proper that the certificate should be 
revoked. 


19. (/) Subject to the other provisions of this Act, an appeal 

shall lie to the High Court from an 
order of a District Court granting, 
refusing, or revoking a certificate under this Act, and the High 
Court may, if it thinks fit, by its order on the appeal, declare the 
person to whom the certificate should be granted, and direct the 
District Court, on application being made therefor, to grant it 
accordingly in supersession of the certificate, if any, already 
granted. 

( 2 ) An appeal under sub-section (/) must be preferred 
the time allowed for an appeal under the Code of Civil Procedure. 

(y) Subject to the provisions of sub-section 
Chapters XL VI. and XL VII. of the Code of Civil 
applied by section 647 of that Code, an order of a Dis nc 
under.tbis Act shall be final. 

20. Save' as provided by this Act, a certificate 

Effect on certificate of pre- Under in respect ° ^ Pj invalid if 
vious certificate, probate, or a deceased person ^ . cuch 

letters of administration. there has been a previous gr^n 


* Act XIV. of 1882 {sea now, Act V. of 1908 and the portion thereo 
corresponding to s. 647 of Act XIV. of 1882). 
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a certificate or of probate or letters of administration introspect 
of the estate of the deceased person, and if such previous grant is 
in force. 

21. (/) A grant of probate or letters of administration under 
Elffcct on certificate of sub^ the ?robate and Administration Act, 
sequent probate or letters of 1881,* in respect of an estate, shall be 
■administration. deemed to supersede any certificate 

previously granted under this Act in respect of any debts or 
securities included in the estate. 

(2) When, at the time of the grant of the probate or letters, anjT 
suit or other proceeding instituted by the holder of the certificate 
regarding any such debt or security is pending, the person to whom 
the grant is made shall, on applying to the Court in which the 
.5uit or proceeding is pending, be entitled to take the place of the 
holder of the certificate in the suit or proceeding. 

22 Where a certificate under this Act has been superseded 
Validation of certain pay- or is invalid by reason of the certificate 
inents made in good faith to having been revoked under section 1 8, 
holder of invalid certificate, qj. reason of the grant of a certificate 

to a person named in an appellate order under section 19, or 
by reason of a certificate having been previously granted, or by, 
reason of a grant of probate or letters of administration, or for any 
other cause, all payments made or dealings had, as regards debts 
and securities specified in the superseded or invalid certificate, to 
or with the holder of that certificate in ignorance of its supersession 
or invalidity, shall be held good against claims under any other 
certificate, or under the probate or letters of administration. 

23 . (t) Where a certificate has been granted under this Act 
Prohibition of exercise of or Act XXVII. of i86o,t_ or a grant of 
certain powers by curators. probate or letters of administration has 
been made, a curator appointed under Act XIX. of 1841I shall not 
exercise any authority lawfully belonging to the holder of the cer- 
tificate, or to the executor or administrator : 

(2) But persons who have paid debts or rents to a curator 
authorized by a Court to receive them shall be indemnified, and 
the curator shall be responsible for the payment thereof to the 
person who has obtained the certificate, probate, or letters of admi- 
nistration, as the case may.be. 


* Act V. of 1881. ‘ t Repealed by this Act. 

^ The Succession (Property Protection) Act, 1841. 
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24 . Any probate- or letters of administration granted before 

, r , . , , tlie first day of April, i88i, by any 

and^eUer? Supreme or High Court of Judicature, 

. , or by the Court of a Recorder in Bur- 

ma, in any case in which the deceased person was not a British 
subject within the meaning of that expression as used in the Chart- 
ers of the Supreme Courts of Judicature, and in which any assets 
belonging to him were at the time of his death within the local 
limits of the jurisdiction of the Court, shall, for the purpose of the 
recovery of debts, the protection of persons paying debts, and the 
negotiation or transfer of securitiesi ncluded in the estate of the 
deceased, be deemed to have and to have had the effect which a 
grant of probate or letters of administration has under the Indian 
Succession Act, 1865 

Provided that nothing in this section shall be construed to 
validate any disposal of property by an executor or administrator 
which has, before the commencement of this Act, been declared by 
any competent Court to be invalid. 

25 . No decision under this Act upon any question of right 

_ between any parties shall be held to bar 

.hifAcV*a^rTbili.7 o< •!>= trial of .he same 

holder of certificate there- suit, Of in any Other proceeding, 

under. same parties, and nothing in this Act 

shall be construed to affect the liability of any person who may 
receive the whole or any part of any debt or security, or any inter- 
est or dividend on any security, to account therefor to the person 
lawfully entitled thereto. 

26 . (/) The Local Government may, by notification in the offi- 

, r . , ■ cial Gazette, invest any Court i«tenor in 

Investiture of inferior , ^ Pnnrf with the funCtlonS^ 

Courts with jurisdiction of a District Court With me i 

District Court for purposes of a District Court under this Ac , / 

of this Act. cancel or vary any such notification.y 


* Act X. of 1865. 
t For notifications issued under this sub-section for 


ror norincations issuea unaer mis « 

(1) Assam, see Assam Manual of Local Rules and Or e , 

(2) Bombay, see Bombay List of Local Rules and Orders, 

Ed. 1896. pp. 495-497 ; ^ Orders. Vol. Li 

(3) Madras, see Madras List of Local Rules an 

Ed. 1898, pp. 227 and 22S ; Morth-Western Pro- 

(4) North-Western Provinces and O^dh, Orders Ed. i 894 » 

Vinces and Oudh List of Local Rules and Orders, ^ 

p. 126. 
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(5) Any inferior Court so invested shall, within the local limits 
of its jurisdiction, have concurrent jurisdiction with the District 
Court in the exercise of all the powers conferred by this xVct upon 
the District Court, and the provisions of this Act relating to the 
District Court shall apply to such an inferior Court as if it were a 
District Court : 

Provided tiiat an appeal from any such order of an inferior 
Court as is mentioned in sub-section (/) of section 19 shall lie to 
the District Court, and not to the High Court ; and that the District 
Court may, if it thinks fit, by its order on the appeal, make any 
such declaration and direction as that sub-section authorizes the High 
Court to make by its order on an appeal from an order of a Dis- 
trict Court. 

(j) An order of a District Court on an appeal from an order 
of an inferior Court under the last foregoing sub-section shall, 
subject to the provisions of Chapters XLVl, and XLVlI, of the 
Code of Civil Procedure* as applied by section 647 of that Code, 
be final. 

(.^) The District Court may withdraw any proceedings under 
this Act from an inferior Court, and rriay either itself dispose of 
them, or transfer them to another such Court established within the 
local limits of the jurisdiction of the District Court, and having 
authority to dispose of the proceedings. 

(5) A notification under sub-section (/) may specify any 
inferior Court specially or any class of such Courts in any local 
area. 

(< 5 ) Any Civil Court which, for any of the purposes of any 
enactment, is subordinate to, or subject to the control of, a District 
Court, shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to be a- 
Court inferior in grade to a District Court. 

27. (/) When a certificate under this Act has been supersed- 
Surrender of superseded ®d Or is invalid from any of the causes- 
and invalid certificates. mentioned in section 22, the holder 

thereof shall, on the requisition of the Court which granted it, 
deliver it up to that Court. 


(2) If he wilfully, and without reasonable cause, omits so to 
deliver it up, he shall be punished with fine which may extend to 
one thousand rupees, or with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to three months, or with both. 


• Act XIV. of 1882 (see, now, Act V. of 1908 and its portion cor- 
responding to s. 647 of Act XIV* of 1882)* ^ 
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28 . Notwithstanding’ anything in the Regulation of the 
Provi<;ions with renpcct to Bombay Code No. Vm. of iSa/j the 
certificate-: unilcr I 3 ombay Re* provisions of section 3, section 6,sub- 
fjulation \HLot 1337. section (/), clause (/), and sections 8, 

9, 10, II, 12, i.j, 16, iS, 19, 25, 26, and 27 of this Act, with respect 
to certificates under this Act and applications therefor, and of 
section 98 of the Probate and Administration Act, iSSi,* with 
respect to llie cxiiibilion of inventories and accounts by executors 
and administrators, shall, so far as they can be made applicable, 
apply, rt-speciively, to certificates granted under that Regulation, 
and applications made for certificates thereunder, after the com- 
mencement of this Act, and to the exhibition of inventories and 
accounts by the holders of such certificates so granted. 

• Act V. of i8Si. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 
Enactments refe^vled. 
{See Siciion 2 .) 


Number and year. 


Subject or title. 


Extent of repeal. 


Ac/s of the Gover7ior-Gc7ieral in CounciL 


XXVIL of i860. 

XIV. of 1869 ... 

XV. of 1874 •* 

XIII. of 1879 .. 

V. of 1881 

XVIII. of 1884. 
XII, of 1887 ... 


Collection of 
Debts on Suc- 
cessions. 
Bombay Civil 
Courts A c t, 
1869. 


Laws ^ Local Ex- 
tent Act, 1874. 

Oudh Civil 
Courts Act, 
1879 - 

Probate and Ad- 
ministra t i o n 
Act, 18S1. 

Punjab Courts 
Act, 1884. 

Bengal, North- 
Western Pro- 
vinces, and 
Assam Civil 
Courts Act, 
1887. 


So much as has not been repealed. 


In section i 6 , from and inclusive of 
the words and figures, " Bombay 
Regulation VlII. of 1827," down 
to and inclusive of the words, ** re- 
presentatives of deceased persons) 
and.” 

So much as relates to ,Act XXVIL 
of 1S60, 

Section 25, clause (j), relating to 
applications for certificates under 
Act XXVIL of i8do. 

Sections 151 and 153. 


Section 29, sub-section (/), clause 
(a). 

Section 23, sub-section (2), clause 
(e). 


Aci of ihi Liiuietianl-Governor of Bengal in Council. 


VII. of 1880* 


Public Demands 
Recovery Act, 
1880. 


In section 7, clause (j), the words, 
and the note to paragraph 12 of 
Schedule 1.” 


* Since entirely repealed by the Public Demands Recovery Act (Ben 

Act I. of 1895). ' 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE. 

Forms of Certificate and Extended Certificate. 

{See Seciio7i //,) 

In the Court of 

To A. B. 

Whereas you applied on the day of for a 

-certificate under the Succession Certificate Act, 1889, in respect of the 
following debts and securities, namely ; — 

Debts. 


Serial 

number. 

Name of 
debtor. 

1 

Amount of debt, includ- 
ing interest on date 
of application for 
certificate. i 

Description and date of 
instrument, if any, by 
which the debt is 
secured. 

r 

i 


’ 


SectirUies. 



Description. 

]Markefc-value of 

Serial 

number. 

Distinguish- 
ing number 
or letter of 

1 security. 

Name, title, 
or class of 
security. j 

Amount or 
par value of 
security. 

security on date 
of application 
for certificate. 



1 

1 




This certificate is accordingly granted to you, and n ri 

collect those debts [to receive^ [interest^ {dtvtdcttcisj L J L 

negotiate] [to transfer} [those securitiesjf 

Dated this day of . Dhtnd^udgc, 



1889.] 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE— 

In the Court ot 

On the application of .'I. nt.ule to nvi on the day 

of , i hereby extend thb curtiticate to ihc follovvjajj delta and 

securities, namely — 

Diliis. 


Serial 

numbur. 

1 Name of 
ticbior. 

1 Amount of dcbti ijiclcci- j 
ing inlcrcjl^ on ii »lo of ! 
ap[>iicatioa for cxiou- j 
itlciu, 1 

j iJjcscription and date o£ 

1 iu^at^umeui^ if any, by 
v/liich (he debt b nc- 
cijfcti. 


1 

i 

] 

1 



iiii unite;. 



, DKi>CilU>TtON. 

i 

M irUct-walue ot 

j 

Scri.Tl 1 
number, i 

Dibtinguihh* 
ing number 
or letter ol 
i>ecuriiy. 

Narnc^ ritle^ 1 
or o: ' 

iccufity. 

i Amount or 

' oar value uf 

1 

1 oceunty. 

1 

i MiCsuUy oit date 
uf appiicrtlion 
for ex(en:»ion. 


1 

i 

1 

1 

j 



This extension empowers .*1. B. to collect those debts [on, ij Uo 
Untcfeitl ulivhh-ndil [on] [/e r,ei;oti:Ue~} [fo traiii/cr'l \iho.c teiuriUcs']' 
Dated this day of 

District yud^e. 



ACT XIX. OF 1841. 

TI 18 SuGMSsioa (Propspty Protectioi) Act, 1841.* 

Passed on the 6th September 1841. 

An Act for the Protection of Moveable and Immoveable Property 
against Wrongful Possession in cases 0/ Successions. 

X. Whereas much inconvenience has been experienced whe re 
p , . persons have died possessed of moveable 

and immoveable property, and the same 
has been taken upon pretended claims of right by gift of succes- 
sion; the difficulty of ascertaining the precise nature of the move- 
able property in such cases, the opportunities for misappropriating 
such property and also the profits of real property, the delays of a 
regular suit when vexatiously protracted, and the inability of heirs 
when out of possession to prosecute their rights, affording strong 
temptation for the employment of force or fraud in order to obtain 
possession : and whereas, from the above causes, the circumstance of 
actual possession, when taken upon a succession, does not afford an 
indication of rightful title equal to that of a decision by a Judge after 
hearing all parties in a summary suit, though such summary suit 
may not be sufficient to prevent a party removed from possession 
thereby from instituting a regular suit : and whereas such summary 


* This is the short title given by the Indian Short Titles Act fXI V. o£ 
1897). 

.• The Succession (Property Protection) Act (XIX. of 1841) has been 
declared to be in force in the whole of British India (except as regards the 
Scheduled, Districts) by the Laws Local Extent Act (XV. 1874), 3. 3. 

Act XIX. of 1841 has been declared by force in the Arakan Hill 
District (with modifications and with the exception of 3. i6) by the Arakan 
Hill District Laws regulation (IX. of 1874). 

The Act has been extended to Sindh by Bom. Act XII. of 
(Courts. Sindh), s. 12. 

It has been declared, by notification under s- 3 (a) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act (XIV. of 1874) to be in force in the following Scheduled 
Districts, namely ; — 

(1) The Taluqa of Bhadrachalam and Rakapilli and the Rampa 

Country (see Gazette of India, 1879. Pt. I., p 630) 5 ^ 

(2) Sindh (see (Gazette of India, 1880, ft. I„ p, 672) s 

(3) West Jalpaiguri (see Gazette of India, i88i, Pt. I., p. 74) ; 

2,coo.— 12.11.191a. Act XIX., 1841.— I. 
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suit, though it will take away many of the temptations which exist 
tor assuming wrongful possession upon a succession, will be too 
tardy a remedy for obviating them all, especially as regards move- 
able property : and whereas it may be expedient, prior to the deter- 
mination of the summary suit, to appoint a curator to take charge 
of property upon a succession, where there' is reason to apprehend 
danger of misappropriation, waste, or neglect, and where such ap- 
pointment will, in the opinion of the authority making the same, be 
beneficial under all the circumstances of the case; and whereas 
it will be very inconvenient to interfere with successions to estates 
by the appointment of curators, or by summary suits, unless satis- 
factory grounds for such proceedings shall appear, and unless 
such proceedings shall be required by or on the behalf of parties 
giving satisfactory proof that they are likely to be materially pre- 
judiced if left to ihe ordinary remedy of a regular suit : — 


(4) The District of Hazaribagh (see Gazette of India, i88i, Pt. I., p, 

, 

(51 The District of Lohardaga (see Gazette of India, i88i, Pt. I., p. 
508) : 

(6) The District Manbhum (see the Gazette of India, 1884, Pt. I., 

p. 509) : 

(7) Pargana Dhalbhum in the District of Singbhum (see Gazette of 

India, 1881, Pt I., p. 510); 

(8) The Scheduled Portion of the Mirzapur District (see Gazette 

of India, 1879, Pt. I., p. 383) ; 

(9) Jaunsar Bawar (see Gazette of India, 1879, Pt. I., p. 3°^) '• 

(10) The Districts of Hazara, Peshawjr, Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismail 

Khan, and Dera Ghazi Khan (see Gazette of India, 1880, rt. 

I., p. 48) : . nt I 

(11) The District of Lahaul (see Gazette of India, 1886, Ft. i-i P- 

(12) The Scheduled Districts of the Central Provinces (see Gazette 

of India, X879, Pt. I., p, 771) s 

(13) Coorg (see Gazette of India, 1878, Pt. I., p. 747 ) ' . 

(14) The District of Sylhet (see Gazette of India, 1879. *•' P“ 

The Act has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of ^ ^ 

mentioned Act, to the Scheduled Districts of Kumaon and Garhwal (see 

Gazette of India, 1876, Pt. I., p. 606). bv the 

Inss. 2to 19, certain formal words, which were repealed oy 
Repealing Act (XVI. of 1874) and the Repealing Act (XII. of 1876), h 

A curator appointed under this Act “ot y vyjf 

lawfully belonging to a holder of a certificate under Act 

or VIL of 1889, or to an oxecutor or administrator. See the 
Certificate Act (VII. of 1889), ^3 W* 
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It is hereby enacted that, whenever a person dies leaving pro- 
o 1 • • „ k periy, moveable or immoveable, it shall 
succession to property of de- bs lawful *or sny pcison Cminiing 3. 
ceased may apply for relief right by succession thereto, or to any 
against wrongful possession, potion thereof, to make application to 

the Judge of the Court of the district where any part of the pro- 
perty is found or situate for relief, either after actual possession 
has been taken by another person, or when forcible means of seiz- 
ing possession are apprehended. 

2. It shall be lawful for any agent, relative, or near friend, or 
Agent, &c., may apply in fof the Court of Wards in cases within 

behalf of minor, &c. their cognizance, in the event of any 

minor, disqualified, or absent person being entitled by succession to 
such property as aforesaid, to make the like application for relief. 

3. The Judge to whom such application shall be made shallj 

r, . . . T j in the first place, enquire by the solemn 

nquiry ma e y Ju ge. declaration of the complainant, and by 

witnesses and documents at his discretion, whether there be strong 
reasons for believing that the party in possession or taking forcible 
means for seizing possession has no lawful title, and that the ap- 
plicant. or the person on whose behalf he applies, is really entitled, 
and is likely to be materially prejudiced if left to the ordinary re- 
medy of a regular suit, and that the application is made hona fide. 


4. In case the Judge shall be satisfied of the existence of 

Procedure Strong ground of belief, but not 

otherwise, he shall cite the p.’.rty com- 
plained of, and give notice of vacant or disturbed possession by 
r, , ... r . . . publication, and, after the expiration of 

a reasonable time, shall determine sum- 
marily the rig ht to possession (subject to regular suit as hereinafter 
mentioned), and shall deliver possession accordingly : provided 
Appointment of officer to always that the Judge shall have the 


secure effects. power to appoint an officer who shall 

take an inventory of effects, and seal or otherwise secure the same. 


upon being applied to for the purpose, without delay, whether he 
shall have concluded the enquiry necessary for citing the party 
complained of or not. 


5. In case it shall further appear upon such application and 
Appointment of curator examination as aforesaid, that danger is 
pending determination of to be apprehended of the misappropria- 

’ tion or waste of the property before the 



4 


SUCCESSION (PROPERTX PROTECTION), 


[Act XIX. 


summary suit can be determined, and that the delay in obtaining 
hSv fn party m possession, or the insufficiency thereof, if 

possession- to considerable risk, 
provided he be the lawful owner ; it shall be lawful for the Judge 
to appoint one or more curators with the powers hereinafter nest 
mentioned, whose authority shall continue according to the terras 
or ms or their respective appointments, and in no case beyond the 
determination of the summary suit and the confirmation or dslivery 
of possession in consequence thereof. Provided always that, in the 
case of land, the Judge may delegate to the Collector or to his 
officer the powers of a curator, and also that every appointment of 
a curator in respect of any property be duly pubiisiied. 


6. The Judge shall have power to authorize such curator. 
Powers conferrible on either to take possession of the property 
curator. generally, or until security be given by 

the party in possession, or until inventories of the property shall 
have been made, or for any other purpose necessary for securing 
the property from misappropriation or waste by the party in posses- 
Discretion to allow party sion. Provided always that it shall be 
in possession to continue. entirely discretionary with the Judge 
whether he shall allow the party in possession to continue in such 
possession on giving security or not, and any continuance in pos- 
session shall be subject to such orders as ttie Judge may issue 
touching inventories, or the securing of deeds or otner effects. 


7. Tne Judge shall exact from the curator security for the 
Curator to give security, faithful discharge of his trust, and for 
and may receive remunera- rendering satisfactory accounts of the 

same as hereinafter mentioned, and may 


authorize him to receive out of the property such remuneration 
as shall appear reasonable, but in no case exceeding five per 
centum on the personal property, and on the annual profits of 
n- , , . the real property. Ail surplus naoneys 

- Disposal of surplus. shall be paid mtO 

Court, and invested in public securities for the benefit of the 
persons entitled thereto upon adjudication of the summary suit. 

Curator may be invested Provided always that, although security 
with powers before security shall be required from the cura 
is taken. reasonable despatch, and, where it 

is practicable, shall be taken generally to answer all cases or 
which the person may be afterwards appointed ourato^ 
delay in the taking of security shall prevent the 
immediately investing the curator with the powers or is 


ofi84i.] 


SUCCESSION (property PROTECTION). 


8. Where the estate of the deceased person shall consist 
Report from Collector wholly OT in part of land paying leve- 

where estate includes reve- nue to Government, in all matters re- 
nue-paying land. garding the propriety of citing the party 

in possession, of appointing a curator, and of nominating indivi- 
duals to that appointment, the Judge shall demand a report from 
the Collector, and the Collector is hereby required to furnish the 
same. In cases of urgency, the Judge may proceed, in the first 
instance, without sucn report, and he shall not be obliged to 
act in conformity thereto, but in case of his acting otherwise than 
according to such report, he shall immediately forward a state- 
ment of his reasons to the Court of Sadr Di wani Adalat, and the 
•Court of Sadr Dawani Adalat, if they shall be dissatisfied with such 
reasons, shall direct the Judge to proceed conformably to the report 
of the Collector. 

9. The curator shall be subject to all orders of the Judge 
Institution and defence of regarding the institution or the defence 

suits. Authority for collec- of suits, and all suils may be instituted 
non of dues. defended in the name of the curator 

on behalf of the estate. Provided that an express authority shall 
be requisite in the sanad of the curator's appointment for the 
■collection of debts or rents ; but such express authority shall 
■enable the curator to give a full acquittance for any sums of 
money received by virtue thereof. 

10. Pending the custody of the property by the curator, it 
Allowance to apparent Shall be lawful for the Judge to make 

owners pending custody by such allowances to parties having a 
curator. prtma-facu right thereto as, upon a 

-summary investigation of the rights and circumstances of the 
parties interested, he shall consider that necessity may require 
taking, at his discretion, security for the repayment thereof with' 
interest, in case the party shall, upon the adjudication of the sum- 
mary suit, appear not to be entitled thereto. 

, 11 . The curator shall file monthly accounts in abstract, 

Accounts to be filed by ^ud at the period of every three months, 
■curator. if his administration last so long, and, 

•upon giving up the possession of the property, file a detailed 
account of his administration to the satisfaction of the Judge. 

12 . The accounts of any such curator as is above described 
_ Inspection of accounts, and shall be open to the inspection of all 
jpterested party to parties interested; and it' shall be 
p upicate. competent for any such interested party'" 
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to appoint a separate person to keep a duplicate account 'of all 
receipts and payments by such curator. And if it be found that 
the accounts of any such curator are in.arrear, or if they- 
shall be erroneous or incomplete, or if the curator shall not' 
Penalty for default as to produce them whenever he shall be 
accounts. ordered to do so by the Judge, he shall 

be liable to a fine not exceeding one thousand rupees for every 
such default. 


13 . After the Judge of any district shall have appointed 
Bar to appointment of any curator, Such appointment shall pre- 
second curator for same pro- elude the Judge of any other district 

within the same Presidency from ap- 
pointing any other curator, provided the first appointment be in 
respect of the whole of the property of the deceased. But, if 
Curators of different parts the appointment be only in respect of 
of property. a portion of the property of the deceas- 

ed, this shall not preclude the appointment within the same 
Presidency of another curator in respect of the residue or any 
portion thereof ; provided always that no J udge shall appoint a 
curator or entertain a summary suit in respect of property which 
is the subject of a summary suit previousiy instituted under this 
Act before another Judge; and provided, further, that, if two 
Power to appoint sole cu- Or more cufators be appointed by differ- 
rator. gut Judges for several parts of an estate, 

it shall be lawful for the Sadr Diwani Adalat to make such 
order as it shall think fit for the appointment of one curator of 
the whole property. 

14 . This Act shall not be put in force unless the aforesaid 
Limitation of time for ap- application to the Judge be made within 

plication for curator. six moths of the decease of the proprie- 

tor whose property is claimed by right in succession. 


15 . This Act shall not be put in force to contravene any 

public act of settlement. Neither, m 
cases in which the deceased P'^optie 
shall have given legal directions for 
possession of' his property aher his 
decease in the event of minority or otherwise, in opposihon ° 
directions ; but in every such case, so soon as the Ju g 
jurisdiction over the property of a deceased person s , 
of the existence of such directions, he shall give effec 


Bar to enforcement of Act 
against public settlement or 
legal directions by deceas- 
ed* 
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16. This Act shall not be put in force for the purpose of 

f, ^ t A K- disturbing the possession of the Court 

Court of Wards to be , ,Tr i ® r ti • j . _ j ; 

isade curator in case of of Wards of any PiGSiuGncy \ and in 

minors having jiropetty sub* case a minor or Other disqualified per- 
ject to its jurisdiction. whose property shall be subject 

to the Court of Wards shall be die party on whose behalf appli- 
cation is made under this Act, the Judge, if he determines to cite 
the party in possession, and also appoint a curator, shall invest 
the Court of Wards with the curatorship of the estate, pending 
the suit, without taking such security as aforesaid, and in case 
the minor or other disqualified person shall, upon the adjudication 
of the summary suit, appear to be entitled to the property, posses- 
sion shall be delivered to the Court of Wards. 

17. Nothing in this Act contained shall be any impediment 
Saving of right to faring to the bringing of a regular suit, either 

tegular suit. by the party whose application may have 

been rejected before or after citing the party in possession, or 
by the party who may have been evicted from the possession under 
•this Act. 

18. The decision of the Judge upon the summary suit under 
Effect of decision on sum- this Act shall have no Other effect than 

mary suit. that of Settling the actual possession ; 

but for this purpose it shall be final, not subject to any appeal or 
order for review. 

19. It shall be lawful for the Goverments of the respective 
Appointment of public cu- Presidencies to appoint public curators 

rators. for any district or number of districts. 

And the Judge having jurisdiction shall nominate such public 
curator or curators in all cases where the choice of a curator is 
left discretionary with him under the preceding provisions of this 
Act. 


20. [ Power to appoint ecclesiastical registrar to receive effects 
in certain cases. ] Repealed by Act VUI. of s. /y. 




ACT Vll. OF 1887 5 

m Suits’ Yaluatiou Act, mV 


Received THE G.-G.’s Assent on the iith February 1887, 


An Act io prescribe iht mode of valuing arlain Sails for Ihe purpose 
o/deitrmimng ihe Jssrisdiclion of Goaris mith respeci llureto. 

Whereas it is expedient to prescribe the mode of valuin'? 
certain suits for the purpose of determining the jurisdiction of 
Courts with respect thereto ; It is hereby enacted as follows 

1 . This Act may be called the 
Suits’ Valuation Act, 1887. 


PART I. 

Suits relating to Land. 

2 . This Part shall extend to such local areas, and come into 
Extent and commoncemenk force therein on such dates, as the Gov« 
o£ Park 1. emor* General in Council, by notlfica* 

tion in the GiZiHe of India, directs.f 


* For Statement of Objects and Reasons, aea Gassefic of India, 

Pt. V., p, 701 ; for Report of the Select Commii'ee ^^f^ibid 1887, Pt. IV., 
p. 18 j and for Proceedings in Council, see ibid, 1886 Supplement, pp, 
and and ibid, 1887. Pt VI., pp. 16 and at. 

Act VII of 1887 has been declared in force in Uoper Burma (excaok 
the Shan States) by the Burma Laws Act (XIII. of i 8 g 8 ).-- 5 cc s. 4 and tho 
First Schedule. 

It had previously bo“n extended there by notification under 3 ,1; of the- 
Scheduled Districts Act (XIV. of i874).'~SeQ Burm'i Gaoetie, 1888, Pt. I„ p. 
363. 

It has been declared in force in British Baluchistan by the British 
Baluchistan Laws Regulation (I. of 1890). 

+ Part I. of the Act has. under s. 3, haon declared to extend to fclia 
Punjab, and to come into force therein on the ist day of March 1880.— 
See Gis’tta of India, 1889, Pc. I , p. 107, 

4,000.— 12*1-1910, 


Act VII , 1887,-1. 
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suits’ valuation. 


[Act Vll 


3 . (/) The’.Local[Government may, with the previous sanc- 
Power for Local Govern- Governor-General in Council, 

ment to make rules determin- make rules for determining the value of 

a p“«“oS ‘“d *“ purposes of jurisdictta in the 

suits mentioned in the Court Fees Act, 
1870,* section 7, paragraphs v. and vi., and paragraph x., clause (</). 


( 2 ) The rulcjS may determine the value of any class of land, 
or of any interest n land, in the whole or any part of a local area, 
and may prescribe different values for different places within the 
calme local area. 


4. Where a suit mentioned in the Court Fees Act, 1870,* 

Valuation of relief in cer- Section 7, paragraph iv., or Schedule II., 

tain suits relating to land not article 1 7, relates to land or an interest 

to exceed the value of the jjj of which the value has been de- 

termined by rules under the last-forego- 
ing section , the amount at which, for purposes of jurisdiction, the 
relief sought in the suit is valued shall not exceed the value of the 
and or interest as determined by those rules. 

5 . (/) The Local Government, shall, before making rules 
Making and enforcetnen under section 3, consult the High Court 

of rules. with respect thereto. 

( 2 ) A rule under that section shall not take effect till th^e ex- 
piration of one month after the rule has been published in the lo- 
sal official Gazette. 


6 . Oil and from the date on which rules under section 3 take 

Repeal of section 14 of the effect in any part of the 
Madras Civil Courts Act, the administration of the bover 
.S73.t For, a. George in Council lo which the 

Madras Civil Courts Act, i873,t extends, section 140 tia 
shall be repealed as regards that part of those territories. 


PART II. 

Other Suits. 

7 . This Part extends to the whole of British 

come into force on the nrsc oay j 

1887. 


Extent and commencement 
)f Hart II. 


* Act VII. of 1870, 


t Act III. of 1873* 
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8. Where, in suits other than those referred to In the Court 

Court-fee value ard juds- Act, 1870,* Section 7, paragraphs 

dictionai value to .bu the V., vi.. and ix., and paragraph X., Clausa 
same in certain suits. couri-fees axfc payable ad valorem 

under the Court Fees Act, 1870,** the value as determinable for 
the computation of court-fees and the value for purposes of juris- 
diction shall be the same. 

9 . When the subject-matter of suits of any class, other than 
Determination of value of suits mentioned in the Court Fees Act, 

certain suits by HtRh Court. 1870,® section 7, paragraphs V. and vi., 
and paragraph x., clause (dj, is such that, in the opinion of the 
High Court, it does not admit of being satisfactorily valued, the 
High Court may, with the previous sanction of the Local Govern- 
ment, direct that suits of that class shall, for the purposes of the 
Court Fees Act, 1870,* and of this Act and any other enactment 
for the time being in force, be treated as if tneir subject-matter 
were of such value as the High Court thinks fit to specify in this 
behalf.f 

’b» 10 . [Repeal 0/ s. ;^3, Punjab Courts Act {KVIIl, of 
Repealed by the Repealing and Amending Act (A//. 0/ 18^1), 


PART III. 

Supplemental Peovisions. 

11 . (r) Notwithstanding anything in section 57S of the Code 
„ , . of Civil Procedure,! an objection, that, 

is taken on appeal or revision by reason of the over-vaiuaiion or under- 

that a suit or appeai was not valuation of a Suit or appeal, a Court o£ 
properly valued for junsdic- instance Of Lower Appellate Court, 

lona purposes. which had not jurisdiction with respect 

to the suit or appeal^ exercised jurisdiction with respect thereto, 
shall not be entertained by an Appellate Court unless — 

* Act VII. of 1870. 

t Foe rules as to valuation of certain classes of suits under this sec* 
tion in— 

(/) the Central Provinces, the Central Provinces List of Local Rules 
and Order.s, Ed. 1896, p. 246 ; 

^ (2) Oudh, see North-Western Provinces and Oudh List of Local 
Rules and Orders, Ed. 1894, p. 122. 

t This refererce to s, 578 of Act XIV. of 1882 should now be meant 
to aoply to s. 99 of Act V. of 1908 (the new Code).— s, 158 of the 
latter Act. 
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ii) 


(a) the objection was taken in the Court of a » • 

tarn 0^, if,,*- 'r “““« 

m .he memorandum 'of appeal .o'',ra.'^o’’utf 

H5&S»=s=s 

clause (fl) of sub-^eTuon r'/rbift^^^ manner mentioned in 

as .0 both the maimrs minin i * Appellate Court is not salMed 

late &irfrs''r«der,H“''r''\' “»""='■ '>"■> “>» Appel- 

materials before ? OKU ”■« <^‘ 

the rules annIlp<ihJ* ! Proceed to deal with the appeal under 

Deal • hnt ^ ® ^ the Court with respect to the hearing of ap 

issl’ for t ' ' ' 

dfrect nrii: additional evidence to be taken, it shall 

to a Court competent to entertain the suit or appeal 

Cour^tLn^L^r'''“'°"t® ‘0 an Appellate 

exercisinfj- r^,,- ^an be made applicable, apply to a Court 

Civil Prnf H '^'°"^hurisciiction under section 633 of the Code of 
e ure or otner enactment for the time being in force, 

fo ‘he whole of British India, and 
shall come into force on the first day of July, 1887. 

pending- at 12 - Nothine- In Part I, or Part II. 
Part f’^rt I. or shall be construed to affect the jurisdic- 

tion of any Court— 

(rz) with respect to any suit instituted before rules under Part 
I. applicable to the valuation of the suit take effect, or 
Part II. has come into force, as the case may be, or 

( 3 ) with respect to any appeal arising out of any suqh suit. 


fn ^his reference to s. 622 of Act XIV. of 1882 should now be meant 
latt^^Act Code (Act V. of s. 158 of the 
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act no. IV. OF 1882:* 
Tie Transfer of Property Aci, 1882 . 


Rkceivkd the G.-G/s Assent o^ 


1882, 


ON THE r^TH February 


.w Tra„.f„.fPrcp.,yiy 

Wherias it is expedient to define and amend cerlain pan, 


Preamble 


Short title. 


Commencement. 


0 the law relating to the transfer of pro- 
perty by act of parties; It is hereby 
acted as follows ; — 

CHAPITER 1. 

Preliminary. 

1 . This Act may be called tl 
"Transfer of Property Act, 1882;" 


It shall come into force on the fin 
day of July 1882: 

xtends, in the first Instance, to the whole of British Indi^ 
except the territories respectively ad- 
ministered by the Governor of Bomba/ 


Pt. V. D Objects ^ud Re^sons^ See Ga£feite o/ India, iSSjt 

ibid ' Preliminary Report of the Select Committee, see 

see ibid Dt Xr further Report of the Select Committeci 

tee see* /Av Third Report of the Selecr Commit- 

187*7 *' Pt. V., p. 395 ; for Proceedings in Council, seeibid^t 

SuDDJemp^f^°^^”i' 15^8; 1877, Supplement, p. i 5 po; ibid., iSS2i 

Supplement, p. 96; ^ggo, Supplemen^ p. 169. 

Granfc of Property Act (IV. of 1882) does not apply to Crown 

A/>f iff Crown Grants Act (XV. of 1895), printed at p. 78, 

ceased to be in force in the Naga Hills District 
thA M Sub-division), the Dibrugarh Frontier Tract, 

th^ Garo Hills, the Khasia and Jaintia Hills, and ^ 

i88a pXrr Tract , — See Assam Rules Manual, Ed. 1893, pp. 4^81 4 ^' 

4/ t. 11., pp. 21.2 and 705 respectively. 
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in Council, the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, and the Chief 
Commissioner of British Burma.* * * § 

But any of the said Local Governments may, from time to 
time, by notification in the local official Gazette, extendf this Act 
“ or any part thereof to the whole of any specified part of the 
territories under its adminisUation. 

“ And any Local Government may, with the previous sanction 
of the Governor- General in Council, from time to time, by notifica- 
tion in the local official Gazette, exempt, § either retrospectively 
or prospectively, any part of the territories administered by such 
Local Government from all or any of the following provisions, 
namely : — 

“Section 54, paragraphs 2 and 3, 59, 107, and I23.’'l| 

Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing part of this section, 
sections 54, paragraphs 2 and 3, 59, 107, and 123 shall not extend 
or be extended to any district or tract of country for the time 
being excluded from the operation of the Indian Registration Act, 
i 877 , 1 [ under the power conferred by the first section of that Act 
or otherwise.^^ 


* This reference to British Burma should now be read as referring to 
Lower Burma. — See the Upper Burma Laws Act (XX. of 1886), s. 4, and 
now the Burma Laws Act (XIIL of 1898), by which, Act XX. of 1886 has 
been repealed. The Chief Commissioner is now Lieutenant Governor of 
Burma. — See Proclamation, dated 9th April 1897, in Gazette of India^ 
1897, Pt. I., p, 261. 

t Act IV. of 1882 has, from the ist January 1893, been extended to — » 

(1) (he whole of the territories (other than the Scheduled Districts) 
under the administration of the Government of Bombay {see 
Bombay Government Gazette^ 1892, Pt. I , p, 1071) ; and 

(2) the area included within the local limits of the ordinary civil 
jurisdiction of ihe Recorder of Rangoon {see Burma Gazeite^ 
1892. Pt. I., p. 373). 

X The words quoted have been inserted by Act VI. of 1904. 

§ No such exemption has yet been made. 

11 The two clauses quoted have been substituted for the original clause 
by the Transfer of Property Act (1882) Amendment Act (III, of 1885), s. i, 
S. 54i paras. 2 and 3, and ss. 59, 107, and 123 of the Transfer of Property 
Act, )882, with respect to the transfer of property by registered instrument 
shall, on and from the commencement of the Cantonments Act (XIIL of 
1889). extend to every cantonment in British India. — See the Cantonments 
Act (XIII. of 1889), s. 32 (/). 

IT Act III. of i?77. 

This clause has been added by Act III. of 1885, s. 2 , and is to be 
deemed to have been added from the date on which Act IV. of 1882 came^ 
into force. 
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Repeal of Ads. ^ beinribt • ^ 

pealed to the extent therein 'Sold '' B° ^nnexed'^^hall be 
tamed shall be deemed to alfect-^ con- 


Saving- of certain enact. 


property wMc^are^oList^m w‘m°tL“^ ^ "< 

are allowed by the law ^r.hebl'tlnT-nTcef 

beforl this Aa^comM'ioro ftt?™ ' m “ l^f' '''a*'™ constituted 
auch right or liabihiyVor ' ' '" ™P“a‘ »' any 


Act, My Ssfer b^operaliooVlaw™ f 
tottTse"hMter\?°r"A“7 

-e Of Hindlfctt^M ^Sd^hi^tVw!'“‘‘ “ 


interpretation-dause. 


“ immoveable property : 
^'instrument ; ” 


3. In this Act, unless there is some' 
thing repugnant in the subject or con- 
text, — 

“ immoveable properly " does not 
include standing timber, growing crops, 
or grass : 

“ instrument ” means a non-testa- 
„ . mentary instrument : 

S ed means registerad in British India under the law* 
for the time being in force regulating (he 
registration of documents : 

“ attached to the earth " means— 

(^) rooted in the earth, as in the case of trees and shrubs ; 

(^) imbedded In the earth, as in the case of walls or build- 
ings ; or 

attached to what is so imbedded for the permanent bene- 
ficial enjoyment of that to which it is attached ; 


“registered: ” 

“ attached to the earth ; " 


* See the Indian Registration Act (III, of 1877). 


/ 
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* actionable claim ! 


“‘actionable claim' means a claim to any debt, other than a 

debt secured by mortgage of immoveable 
property, or by hypothecation or pledge 
of moveable property, or to any beneficial interest in moveable pro- 
perty not in the possession, either actual or constructive, of the 
• claimant, which the Civil Courts recognize as affording grounds 
for relief, whether such debt or beneficial interest be existent, accru- 
ing, conditional, or contingent:”* * * § 


and a person is said to have “ notice " of a fact when he act- 
. ually knows that fact, or when, but for 

‘ notice. wilful abstention from an inquiry or 

search which he ought to have made, or gross negligence, he would 
have known it, or when information of the fact is given to or obtain- 
ed by his agent under the circumstances mentioned in the Indian 
Contract Act, 1872,! s. 229. 


Enactments relating- to 
contracts to be taken as part 
-of Act IX. of i 8;2. 


4. The chapters and sections of 
this Act which relate to contracts shall 
be taken as part of the Indian Contract 
Act, 1872.1 


I And sections 54, paragraphs 2 and 3, 59, 107, and 123 shall 
•be read as supplemental to the Indian Registration Act, 1877.I . 


CHAPTER II.ll 

Of Transfers of Property by Act of Parties. 

(A.) — Transfer of Property, whether Moveable or Immoveable. 

5. In the following sections “ transfer of property ” me.ans 
“ Transfer of property ” by which a living person conveys 

defined. property, in present or ii> future, to one 

or more other living persons, or to himself and one or more other 
living persons, and “ to transfer property ” is to perform such act. 

* This definition of “ actionable claim ” has been inserted by the 
Transfer of Property Act (II. of tgoo), s. 2. 

f Act IX. of 1872. 

f This paragraph has been added by the Transfer of Property Act 
(18821 Amendment Act (III. of 1885), s 3. 

§ See the Indian Registration Act (III. of 1877). 

5 Nothing in Ch. II. is to be deemed to affect any rule of Hindu, 
Muhammadan, or Buddhist law . — See s. 2, supra. 
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6 . Property of any kind may be transferred except as other* 

What may be transferred. P^vided by this Act, or by any 

other law for the time being in force. 

The chance of an heir- apparent succeeding to an estate, 
the chance of a relation obtaining a legacy on the death of a 
kinsman, or any other mere possibility of a like nature, cannot be 
transferred. 

(< 5 ) A mere right of re-entry for breach of a condition subse- 
quent cannot be transferred to any one except the owner of the 
property affected thereby. 

(c) An easement cannot be transferred apart from the dominant 
heritage. 

(d) An interest in property restricted in its enjoyment to the 
owner personally cannot be transferred by him. 

((?) A mere right to sue* cannot be transferred. 

A public office cannot be transferred, nor can the salary 
of a public officer, whether before or after it has become payable. 

(g) Stipends allowed to military and civil pensioners of Gov- 
ernment and political pensions cannot be transferred. 

No transfer can be made (r) in so far as it is opposed to 
the nature of the interest affected thereby, or (2) for an imlawftiP 
object or consideration within the meaning of section 2j of the Indian 
Qoniract Act, or (3} to a person legally disqualified to be 

transferee. 

(r) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to authorize a 
tenant having an untransferable right of occupancy, the farmer of 
an estate in respect of which default has been made in paying re- 
venue, or the lessee of an estate under the management of a Court 
of Wards, to assign his interest as such tenant, farmer, or lessee | 

7. Every person competent to contract, and entitled to trans- 
Persons competent to ferable property, or authorized to dts- 

transfer. pose of transferable property not nis 

* fn cl. [e), the words, " for compensation for a fraud or for hartn 
ally caused,” repealed by the Transfer of Property Act (II. of 1900), s, s 
(i), have here been omitted. _ . r .t, r/fv 

t In cl. (A), the italicized words have been substituted for t e wo , 

" for an illegal purpose,” by the Transfer of Property Act (II. of 19^0}, 

. A., r,S83) 

if cl, (t) has been added by the Transfer of Property Ac ( 
'Amendment Act (III. of 1885), s. 4. 
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own, is competent to transfer such property, eithepvholly or in 
part, and either absolutely or conditionally, in the circumstances, 
to the extent, and in the manner, allowed and prescribed by any 
law for the time being in force. 

8. Unless a different intention is expressed or necessarily 
_ . . , implied, a transfer of property passes 

Operation of transfer. forthwith to the transferee all the interest 

which the transferor is then capable of passing in the property, and 
in the legal incidents thereof. 

Such incidents include, where the property is land, the ease- 
ments annexed thereto, the rents and profits thereof accruing after 
the transfer, and all things attached to the eartii j 

and where the property is machinery attached to the earth, the 
moveable parts thereof ; 

and, where the property is a house, the easements annexed 
thereto, the rent thereof accruing after the transfer, and the locks, 
keys, bars, doors, windows, and all other things provided for per- 
manent use therewith ; 

and where the property is a debt or other actionable claim» 
the securities therefor (except where they are also for other debts 
or claims not transferred to the transferee), but not arrears of 
interest accrued before the transfer ; 

and, where the property is money or other property yielding 
income, the interest or income thereof accruing affer the transfer 
takes effect. 


9. A transfer of property may be made without writing in 


Oral transfer. 


every case in which a writing is not 
expressly required by law. 


10. Where property is transferred subject to a condition or 
Condition restraining ali- limitation, absolutely restraining the 
enation. transferee or any person claiming under 

him from parting with, or disposing of, his interest in the property, 
the condition or limitation is void except in the case of a lease 
where the condition is for the benefit of the lessor or those claiming 
under him: provided that property may be transferred to or for the 
benefit of a woman (not being a Hindu, Muhammadan, or 
Buddhist), so that she shall not have power during her marriage to 
transfer or charge the same or her beneficial interest therein. 
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11 . Where, on a transfer of property, an interest therein is 
- Restriction repugnant to Created absolutely in favour of anv 
“fitted. person, but the terms of the transfer 

direct that such interest shall be applied or enjoyed by him in a 
particular manner, he shall be entitled to receive and dispose of 
such interest as if there were no such direction. 


Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect the right to 
restrain, for the beneficial enjoyment of one piece of immoveable 
property, the enjoyment of another piece of such property, or to 
compel the enjoyment thereof in a particular manner. 

12 . Where property is transferred subject to a condition or 
Condition making interest limitation, making any interest therein 
determinable on insolvency reserved Or given to or for the beneht of 
or attempted alienation. person to cease on his becoming 

insolvent, or endeavouring to transfer or dispose of the same, such 
condition or limitation is void. 


Nothing in this section applies to a condition in a lease for 
the benefit of the lessor or those claiming under him. 

IS. Where, on a transfer of property, an interest therein is 
Transfer for benefit of un« Created for the benefit of a person not 
born person. in existence at the date of the transfer, 

subject to a prior interest created by the same transfer, the interest 
created for the benefit of such person shall not take effect unless 
it extends to the whole of the remaining interest of the transferor 
in the property. 


Illustration. 


A transfers property, of which he is the owner, to B, in trust fot A an 
his intended wife successively for their lives, and after the death of tfle 
survivor, for the eldest son of the intended marriage for life, and alter m 
death for A’s second son. The interest so created for the ^ ., 

eldest son does not take effect, because it does not extend to the who e o 
■ remaining interest in the property. 


14 . No transfer of property can operate to create an 

R I ■ t t -t which is to take effect after the i e 

Rule against perpetuity. persons fiving at ttie 

date of such transfer, and the minority of some person who s a 
be in existence at the expiration of that period, and to w lO , 
ittains full age, the interest created is to belong. 



J.gg2^ transfer of property. ^ 

15 . If, on a transfer cUsT of ' pers^^ns 

S Sons ..th reg^d to of V 

I. such interest falls as regards- 

rules contained in sections 13 and 14, such 
the whole class. 

la. Whe. an '.n-- “l/tr,". 

Transfer to take effect on jj^jgjest Created in uie same trans- 

“to:?ndirnd:d tolakjeffect alter or upon tailnre of anch 

nrior interest, also fails. 

. ■ ofinnQ TA xK and 1 6 shall not apply 

17 . The raatncttona for the benedt 

Transfer in perpetuity for public in the advancement or 

benefit of public. oi j". „fgty or any other object 

religion, knowledge, commerce, health, satety, y 

beneficial to mankind. ^ 

1 « <5 trans^fcr of PTOpSTty dlfCCt th^t th€ 

18 . Where the term, rfa_.ranj«^ P^_P J 

Direction for accumulation, jjg accumulated, sucb direction shal ( 

void, and the property shall be disposed of as if no accnmu atio, 
had been directed. _ , 

n'&srd t^beS;: rr^f ihe^ats 

rd“"aSl be valid in -pec. oniy^of tbe^^.nco.e^ artstn 
from the property propertv and income shall be disposea i 

been directed to be made had elapsed. . .l • 

1 a Where, on a transfer of property, an interest therein 
19. wnere, on g^eated in favour of a person withe 

Vested interest. specifying the time when it is to ta 

• . ,wno <=nprifvinR that it is to take effect forthwith, 

'“"t hrooln'ng of an even® which must happen, such interest 
°vest‘ed unto a contrary intention appears from the terms of 

““Tvested interest is not defeated by the death of the transfe 
before he obtains possession. 

E-^tlanalion.-kn intention that an interest shall not be ves 
is nouf be inierred merely from a provis.on whereby the enj 
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ment thereof is postponed, or whereby a prior interest in the same 
property is given or reserved to some other person, or whereby 
income arising from the property is directed to be accumulated un. 
til the time of enjoyment arrives, of from a provision that, if a 
particular event shall happen, the interest shall pass to another 
person. 


20. Where, on a transfer of property, an interest therein is 
When unborn person ac- Created for the benefit of a person not 
quires vested interest on then living, he acquires upon his birth, 
trans er for is enefit. Unless a Contrary intention appear from 

the terms of the transfer, a vested interest, although he may not be 
entitled to the enjoyment thereof immediately on his birth. 


21. Where, on a transfer of property, an interest therein is 
_ ^ ^ created in favour of a person to take 

on ingen in eres . effect Only on the happening of a spe- 

cified uncertain event, or if a specified uncertain event shall not 
happen, such person thereby acquires a contingent interest in the 
property. Such interest becomes a vested interest in the former 
case, on the happening of the event ; in the latter, when the 
happening of the event becomes impossible. 

Exception. — Where, under a transfer of property, a person 
becomes entitled to an interest therein upon attaining a particular 
age, and the transferor also gives to him absolutely the income to 
arise from such interest before he reaches that age, or directs the 
income, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to be applied for 
his benefit, such interest is not contingent. 


22. Where, on a transfer of property, an interest there- 

Transfer to members of a' is created in favour of such 
class who attain a particular only of a cla-ss as shall attain a part - 
age. cular age, such interest does not vest in 

any member of the class who has not attained that age. 


23. Where, on a transfer of property, an interest therein is 

Transfer contingent on hap- aCCrue tO a specified 
pening uf specified uncertain specified uncertain event stiaii iiapp 
event. no time is mentioned for the occur- 

rence of that event, the interest fails unless such event happens 
before, or at the same time as, the intermediate or precedent in, 
terest ceases to exist. 
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24. Where, on a transfer of property, an interest therein is 
Transfer to such o£ certain to accrue to such of Certain peKons as 
persons as survive at some shall be Surviving at some period, but 
period not specified. tile exact period is not specified, the in- 

terest shall go to such of them as shall be alive when the intermediate 
or precedent interest ceases to exist unless a contrary intention 
appears from the terms of the transfer. 

Illustration. 

A transfers property to B for life, and after his deatli to C and D 
equally to be divided between them, or to the survivor of them. C dies 
during the life of B. D survives B. At B's death the property passes to D, 


25. An interest created on a transfer of property, and de- 
^ ^ t pendent upon a condition, fails if the 

on itiona rans er. fulfilment of the condition is impossible, 

or is forbidden by law, or is of such a nature that, if permitted, U 
would defeat the provisions of any law, or is fraudulent, or involves 
or implies injury to the person or property of another, or the Court 
regards it as immoral or opposed to public policy. 

Illustraiions* 


(i?.) A lets a farm to B on condition that he shall walk a hundred 
miles in an hour. The lease is void. 

{^.) A gives Rs. 500 to B on condition that he shall marry A*s daughter, 

C. At the date of the transfer, C was dead. The transfer is void. 

(c.) A transfers Rs. 500 to B on condition that she shall murder Cr 
The transfer is void. 

(4£.) A transfers Rs. 500 to his niece C if she will desert her husband. 
The transfer is void. 

26. Where the terms of a transfer of property impose a 
FulHlment of condition pre- Condition to be fulfilled before a person 
cedent. can take an interest in the property, the 

condition shall be deemed to have been fulfilled if it has been sub- 
stantially complied with. 


Illustrations. 

(fl.) A transfers Rs. s.ooo to B on condition that he shall marry with 
the consent of C, D, and E. E dies. B marries with the consent of C and 

D. B is deemed to have fulfilled the condition. 

{b.) A transfers Rs. 5,000 to B on condition that he shall marry with 
the consent of C, D, and E. B marries without the consent of C, D, and 

E, but obtains their consent after the marriage. B has not fulfilled the 
condition. 
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27- Whero.on a .ransfe, ef 

i" fav”f'of“ i"r®' "’"™ « 

to another on failure of n"/®'’ transactiVr, ^>3' 

disposuion. ‘'“^^°fpnor the slmf 

tion under the trm.f^ u another '« 

T> 


Ihe “>>«iorXotilion StefcVtff*’" “ ''“"'“‘ioR is lha 

disposuion failing i„ , '” ■'>= of ihe piio, 


illustrations. 


effect! -n A'3 lifetime. The disp'o^^^on* 


his lipme^4"n1f«s^ but. incase she should die h 

his wife perish together un jir transferred to her A an 

not’Ske him'^'^'Se^d-'^^^ impossible 

not take effect. ^ The disposition in favour of B does 


2 g On 

Ulterior transfer .i- Property, an interest therein may be 
haoni not P^'^SOn with the 

ppening ot specified event, ^^^tinion superadded that, in case a 
such interest shall pass tn uncertain event shall happen, 

fied uncertain event shaU person, or that, in case a speci- 

another person. Ip earh happen, such interest shall pass to 
J’ules contained in secHnr, dispositions are subject to the 

f»l6lmenlo/cri!lNF°*^ disposition of the kind contemplated by the 
sequent. hon sub- last preceding section cannot take effect 

unless the condition is strictly fulfilled. 

^ Illustration, . 

or marrying, with a prov^so^ /hae him, on his attaining bis majority 

U s consent, the Rs eon ch-ii a minor, or marries without 

affe, ivithout C's consenr '^hen only ry jears of 

onsent. The transfer to D takes effect. 
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Prior disposition not af* 30. If ths ulterior disposition is 

fected by invalidity of ulterior not valid, the prior disposition is not 
disposition. affected by it. 

Illustration. 

A transfers a farm to B for her life, and, if she do not desert her 
husband, to C. B is entitled to the farm during her life as if no condition 
had been inserted. 

31. Subject to the provisions of section 1 2 , on a transfer of 

Condition that transfer Property, an interest therein may be 
shall cease to have effect in created With the condition superadded 
case specified uncertain event that It shall cease to exist in Case a speci- 
happensordoesnot happen, uncertain event shall happen, or in 

case a specified uncertain event shall not happen. 

llltistraiions. 

(a.) A transfers a farm to B for his life, with a proviso that, in case 
B cuts down a certain wood, the transfer shall cease to have any effect. 
B cuts down the wood. He loses his life-interest in the farm. 

{b.) A transfers a farm to B, provided that, if B shall not go to Eng- 
land within three years after the date of the transfer, his interest in the 
farm shall cease. B does not go to England within the term prescribed. 
His interest in the farm ceases. 

32. In order that a condition that an interest shall cease to 
Such condition must not Gxist may be valid, it is necessary that 

be invalid. the event to which it relates be one which 

could legally constitute the condition of the creation of an interest. 

, 33. Where, on a transfer of property, an interest therein is 

Transfer conditional on created subject to a condition that the 
performance of act^ no time person taking it shall perform a certain 
^ being specified for perform- act, but no time is Specified for the per- 

formance of the act, the condition is'^ 
broken when he renders impossible, permanently or for an inde- 
•i finite period, the performance of the act. 

34 . Where an act is to be performed by a person either as a 
Transfer conditional on condition tO be fulfilled before an in- 
performance of act, time be- terest created on a transfer of property 
, ‘"S specified. ig enjoyed by him, or as a condition on 

the non-fulfilment of which the interest is to pass from him to an- 
other person, and a time is specified for the performance of the 
i act, if such performance within the specified time is prevented by 

Act IV., 1882.— 2 
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the fraud of a person who would be directly benefited by non- 
fulfilment of the condition, such further time shall, as against him, 
be allowed for performing the act as shall be requisite to make up 
for the delay caused by such fraud. But, if no time is specified for 
the performance of the act, then, if its performance is by the fraud 
of a person inte rested in the non-fulfilment of the condition, ren- 
dered impossible or indefinitely postponed, the condition shall, as 
against him, be deemed to have been fulfilled. 

Election. 

35. Where a person professes to transfer property which he 
. , has no right to transfer, and, as part of 

• eciion w en necessary. same transaction, confers any benefit 

on the owner of the property, such owner must elect either to con- 
firm such transfer, or to dissent from it ; and, in the latter case, he 
shall relinquish the benefit so conferred, and the benefit so relin- 
quished shall revert to the transferor or his representative as if if 
had not been disposed of, 

subject nevertheless, 

where the transfer is gratuitous, and the transferor has, befoi 
the election, died or otherwise become incapable of making a fres 
transfer, 

and in all cases where the transfer is for consideration, 

to the charge of making good to the disappointed transfere 
the amount or value of the property attempted to be transferred ( 
him. 


Illustration* 

The farm of Sultanpur is the property of C, and 'worth Rs. 800. A 

by an instrument of gift, professes to transfer it to B, giving ny .f| 
instrument Rs. 1,000 to C, C elects to retain the farm. He forfei s g 
of Rs. i,oco. 

In the same case, A dies before the election. His representative m 
out of the Rs. 1,000, pay Rs. 800 to B. 

The rule in the first paragraph of this section 
the transferor does or does not believe that which he pro e 
transfer to be his own, 

A person taking no benefit directly under a transaction, 
deriving a benefit under it indirectly, need not elec . 

A person who, in his one capacity, takes a- benefit un 
Iransaction, may, in another, dissent therefrom. 
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Exception to the last-preceding Jour rules . — Where a particular 
benefit is expressed to be conferred on the owner of the property 
which the transferor professes to transfer, and such benefit is ex- 
pressed to be in lieu of that property, if such owner claim the 
property, he must relinquish the particular benefit, but he is not 
bound to relinquish any other benefit conferred upon him by the 
same transaction. 

Acceptance of the benefit by the person on whom it is confer- 
red constitutes an election by him to confirm the transfer, if he is 
aware of his duty to elect, and of those circumstances which would 
influence the judgment of a resonable man in making an election, 
or if he waives enquiry into the circumstances. 

Such knowledge or waiver shall, in the absence of evidence to 
the contrary, be presumed if the person on whom the benefit has 
been conferred has enjoyed it for two years without doing any act 
to express dissent. 

Such knowledge or waiver may be inferred from any act of 
his which renders it impossible to place the persons interested in the 
property professed to be transferred in the same condition as if 
such act had not been done. 

Illusiration. 

A transfers to B an estate to which C is entitled, and, as part of the 
same transaction, gives C a coal-mine. C takes possession of the mine, 
and exhausts it. He has thereby confirmed the transfer of the estate to B. 

If he does not, within one year after the date of the 
transfer, signify to the transferor or his representatives his 
intention to confirm or to dissent from the transfer, the transferor 
or his representatives may, upon the expiration of that period, 
require him to make his election; and if he does dot comply with 
such requisition within a reasonable time after he has received it, 
he shall be deemed to have elected to confirm the transfer. 

In case of disability, the election shall be postponed until the 
disability ceases, or until the election is made by some competent 
/ authority. 

' Apportionment. 

36. In the absence of a contract or local usage to the con- 
'' Apportionment of periodi- ^jary. all rents, annuities, pensions, divi- 
cal payments on determin- uenas, and Other periodical payments in 
^ ation of interest of person the nature of income, shall, upon the 
, transfer of the interest of the person 
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entitled to receive such payments, be deemed, as betiveen the 
transferor and the transferee, to accrue due from day to day, and to 
be apportionable accordingly, but to be payable on the days ap- 
pointed for the payment thereof. 

37. When, in consequence of a transfer, property is divided 
Apportionment of benefit ood held in several shares, and thereupon 
of obligation on severance. the benefit cf any obligation relating to 
the property as a whole passes from one to several owners of the 
property, the corresponding duty shall, in the absence of a contract 
to tlte contrary amongst the owners, be performed in favour of 
each of suen owners in proportion to the value of bis share in 
the property, provided that the duty can be severed, and that 
the Severance does not substantially increase the burden of the 
obligation ; but, if the du'y cannot be severed, or if the severance 
would substantially increase the burden of the obligation, the duty 
shall be performed for tlie benefit of such one of the several owners 
as they shall jointly designate for that purpose : 

Provided that no person on whom the burden of the obligaiion 
lies shall be answerable for failure to discharge it in manner pro* 
vided by this section unless and until he has had reasonable notice 
of the severance. 

Nothing in this section applies to leases for agricultural pur- 
poses unless and until the Local Government, by notification in 
the official Gazette, so directs. 

Illusirationst 

(o.) A sells to B, C, and D a house situate in a village, and leases ta 

E at an annual rent of Rs. 30 and delivery of one fat sheep, B having pro- 
vided half the purchase-money, and C and D ooe^quarter each. E, having 
notice of this, must pay Rs, 15 to B, Rs* 7I to C, and Rs. 7! to D, and 
must deliver the sheep according to the joint direction of B, C, and D. 

(d.) In the same case, each house in the village being bound to provide 
10 days* labour each year on a dyke to prevent inundation^ E had 
as a term of his lease, to peeform this work for A* B, C, and D severaiJ 
require E to perform the ten days* work due on account of the house 0 
each. E is not bound to do more than ten days* work in all according to 
such directions as B, C, and D may join in giving. 


jS. — Transfer 0/ I?nmoveai>le Property^ 

38. Where any person, authorized only under circumstances 

Transfer by person author- ^ thetr nature variable ^0^ ° 
ized only under certain cir- immoveable property, tiansiers sUCH p 
cumstances to transfer. perty for consideration alleging tnv 
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existence o£ such circumstances, they shall, as between the transferee 
on the one part and the transferor and other persons (if any) affected 
by the transfer on the other part, be deemed to have existed, if the 
transferee, after using reasonable care to ascertain the existence of 
such circumstances, has acted in good faith. 

Illustration. 

A, a Hindu widow, whose husband has left collateral heirs, alleging 
that the property held by her as such is insufficient for her maintenance, 
agrees, for purposes neither religious nor charitable, to sell a field, part of 
such property, to B. B satisfies himself by reasonable enquiry that the 
income of the property is insufficient for A’s maintenance, and that the sale 
of the field is necessary ; and, acting in good faith, buys the field from A, 
As between B on the one part and A and the collateral heirs on the other 
part, a necessity for the sale shall be deemed to have existed. 

39. Where a third person has a right to receive maintenance, 
Xransfer where third person t3r a provision for advancement or mar* 

is entitled to maintenance. riage, from the profits of immoveable 
property, and such property is transferred with the intention of 
defeating such right, the right may be enforced against the 
transferee if he has notice of such intention, or if the transfer is 
gratuitous ; but not against a transferee for consideration and without 
notice of the right, nor against such property in his hands. 

Illustration* 

A, a Hindu, transfers Sultanpur to his sister-in-law B in lieu of her 
claim against him for maintenance in virtue of his having become entitled 
to her deceased husband*s property, and agrees with her that, if she is 
.dispossessed of Sultanpur, A will transfer to her an equal area out of such 
of several other specified villages in his possession as she may elect. A 
sells the specified villages to C, who buys in good faith, ^ without notice of 
the agreement. B is dispossessed of Sultanpur, She has no claim on the 
villages transferred to C- 

40. Where, for the more beneficial enjoyment of his own 
Burden of obligation im- imnxoveable property, a third person has, 

tiosing restriction on use of independently of any interest in the im- 

moveable property of another, or of any 
easement thereon, a right to restrain the enjoyment of the latter 
property, or to compel its enjoyment in a particular manner, or 

where a third person is entitled to the benefit of an obligation 
or of obligation annexed to arising Out of contract, and annexed to 
ownership, but not amount- the Ownership of immoveable property 
jflg to interest or easement. byt not amounting to an interest therein 

or easement thereon. 
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such right or obligation may be enforced against a transferee’ 
with notice thereof or a gratuitous transferee of the property affected 
thereby, but not against a transferee for consideration and without 
notice of the right or obligation, nor against such property in his- 
hands. 


Illustration. 

A contracts to sell Sultanpur to B, While the contract is still in force, 
he sells Sultanpur to C, who has notice of the contract. B may enforce the* 
contract against C to the same extent as against A. 

41. Where, with the consent, express or implied, of the persons 
Transfer by ostensible interested in immoveable property, a 

owner. person is the ostensible owner ot sucH' 

property, and transfers the same for consideration, the transfer 
shall not be voidable on the ground that the transferor was not 
authorized to make it, provided that the transferee, after taking 
reasonable care to ascertain that the transferor had power to ma e 
the transfer, has acted in good faith. 

42. Where a person transfers any immoveable property re 

rp r , , . serving power to revoke the trans er*- 

and sSbseqnently transfers .ha prop«.j 

transfer. for consideration to another transi t 

such transfer operates in favour of such transferee 
condition attached to the exercise of the power) as a revoc 
the former transfer lo the extent of the power. 

Illustration. ^ 

A lets a house to B, and reserves power to revoke the to 

opinion of a specified surveyor, B should make a use or i i jgts the 
its value. Afterwards A, thinking that such a subiect to the 

house to C. This operates as a revocation or ds i detrimental 

opinion of the surveyor as to B's use of the house having 
to its value. , 

43. Where a person erroneously represerits ® pro- 

T f h ^ A 52ed to transfer certain r 

Transfer by unauthorized ^ rkrnfp«;ses tO tranSiei su 

person who subsequently ac- pcrty, and p .i guch transfer 

quires interest in property property for considera y .-rtncferee, 

?mnsf.r,.d. ^hall, at the optioa of 

pfopetty, at any time during which the in 

Nothing in this section shall impair j^gnce of the 

good faith for consideration without notice o 
said option. 
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Illustration. 

A, a Hindu, who has separated from his father B, sells to C three fields, 
X, Y, and Z, representing that A is authorized to transfer the same. 0£ 
these fields, Z does not belong to A, it having been retained by B on the 
partition ; but, on B's dying, A, as heir, obtains Z. C, not having rescinded 
the contract of sale, may require A to deliver Z to him. 


44. Where one of two or more co*owners of immoveable pro- 
_ , , psrty, legally competent in that behalf, 

rans er y one co-owner, tjansfers his share of such properly or 

any interest therein, the transferee acquires, as to such share or 
interest, and so far as is necessary to give effect to the transfer, 
the transferor's right to joint possession or other common or part- 
enjoyment of the property, and to enforce a partition of the same, 
but subject to the conditions and liabilities affecting, at the date of 
the transfer, the share or interest so transferred. 


Where the transferee of a share of a dwelling-house belonging 
to an undivided family is not a member of the family, nothing in 
this section shall be deemed to entitle him to joint possession or 
other common or part-enjoyment of the house. 

45. Where immoveable property is transferred for consider- 
Joint transfer for consider- ation to two or more persons, and such 

ation. consideration is paid out of a fund be- 

longing to them in common, they are, in die absence of a contract 
to the contrary, respectively entitled to interests in such properly 
identical, as nearly as may be, with the interests to which they were 
respectively entitled in the fund ; and where such consideration is 
paid out of separate funds belonging to them respectively, they 
are, in the absence of a contract to the contrary, respectively entitled 
to interests in such property in proportion to the shares of the 
consideration which they respectively advanced. 

In the absence of evidence as to the interests in the fund to 
which they were respectively entitled, or as to the shares which they 
respectively advanced, such persons shall be presumed to be equally 
interested in the property. 

46. Where immoveable property is transferred for considera- 
Transfer for consideration tion by persons having distinct interests 

by persons having distinct therein, the transferors are, in the ab- 
interests. sence of a contract to the contrary, entitl- 

ed to share in the consideration equally where their interests in the 
property were of equal value, and, where such interests were of un- 
equal value, proportionately to the value of their respective interests. 
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Rs ^00 ; the reversion Rc / ® is ascertain- 

out ot the purchase-money • B and C f°°' entitled to receive 

to receive Rs. 400 . 


" - - - ‘c>.eive Ks. 400 . 

s 0^,:.:/ x “i r-Xrs" 

So«S;» 


lllicstraiion, 

four-anna sh°are.^^n°^mouzf ^ ®ach the owner of a 

niouza to D, without cno t • transfer a two-anna share in the 

transfer is made Tn criuf from which of their several shares t*"* 

from the share of n ^ transfer, one-anna share is taki 

and C. ’ half-anna share from each of the shares of 


p • ^ person purports to create by transfer at differer 

by tranTfer. created times rights in or over the same immove 

exist or be exercised tn th and such rights cannot ai 

ri^ht shall in th.:. u ° ^ tixient together, each later-createc 

ing the earlier n- ‘t -special contract or reservation bind- 

ansferees, be subject to the rights previously created. 

yi r\ TTr, 


^ V,# i -r 

T f ' jtwmoveable property is transferred for consider- 

policy."^ ^ eight under ation, and such property or any part 
siirpd lawo; t I thereof is, at the date of the transfer, in- 

In<s<s nr X damage by fire, the transferee, in case of such 

rpnniro in the absence of a contract to the contrary, 

nnlipv *Money which the transferor actually receives under the 

rlinof so rnuch thereof as may be necessary, to be applied in 
xemstatmg the property. 


person shall be chargeable with any rents or profits 
u ?.f 2,ny immoveable property which he 

holder under defective title. has, in good faith, paid or delivered to 
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any person of whom he, in good faith, held such property, notwith- 
standing it may afterwards appear that the person to whom such 
payment or delivery was made had no right to receive such rents 
or profits. 

lllusiraiion. 


A lets a field to B at a rent of Rs. 50, and then transfers the field to 
C. B, having no notice of the tran sfer, in good faith pays the rent to A, 
B is not chargeable with the rent so paid. 


5i. When the transferee of immoveable property makes any 
' Improvements made by improvement on the property, believing 
bona-fide holders under de* in good faith that he is absolutely entitled 
fective titles. thereto, and he is subsequently evicted 

therefrom by any person having a better title, the transferee has a 
right to require the person causing the eviction either to have the 
value of the improvement estimated and paid or secured to the 
transferee, or to sell his interest in the property to the transferee at 
• the then market- value thereof, irresp ective of the value of such 
improvement. 


The amount to be paid or secured in respect of such improve- 
ment shall be the estimated value thereof at the time of the eviction. 


When, under the circumstances afor esaid, the transferee has 
planted or sown on the property crops which are growing when he 
is evicted therefrom, he is entitled to such crops, and to free in- 
..gress and egress to gather and carry them. 


52. During the active prosecution in any Court having author- 
Transfec of property pend- ity in British India, or established beyond 
ing suit relating thereto. the limits of British India by the Gov- 
ernor-General in Council, of a contentious suit or proceeding in 
which any right to immoveable property is directly and specifically 
in question, the property cannot be transferred or otherwise dealt 
with by any party to the suit or proceeding, so as to affect the rights 
of any other party thereto under any decree or order which may 
be made therein, except under the authority of the Court, and on 
-such terms as it may impose. 


53. Every transfer of immoveable property, made with intent 

Fraudulent transfer. 1° P/?*' subsequent trans- 

ferees thereof for consideration, or cch 
owners or other persons having an interest in such property, or to 
defeat or delay the creditors of the transferor, is voidable at the 
•option of any person so defrauded, defeated, or delayed. 
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Where the effect of any transfer of immoveable property is to 
defraud, defeat, or delay any such person, and such transfer is 
made gratuitously, or for a grossly inadequate consideration, the 
transfer may be presumed to have been made with such intent as 
aforesaid. 

Nothing contained in this section shall impair the rights of 
any transferee in good faith and for consideration. 


CHAPTER in. 

Of Sales op Immoveable Property. 

54. “ Sale” is a transfer of ownership in exchange for a 

price paid or promised or part-paid and 
“Sale” defined. part-promisedf 

Such transfer, in the case of tangible immoveable property of 

the value of one hundred rupees and 
Sale how made. upwards, or in the case of a reversion 

or other intangible thing, can be made only by a registered instru- 
ment.* 

In the case of tangible immoveable property of a 
than one hundred rupees, such transfer may be ^ 

registered instrument or by delivery of the property. 

Delivery of tangible immoveable property 
the seller places the buyer, or such person as he direc s, n p 
sion of the property. 

A contract for the sale of immoveable property is ^ 

that a sale of such properly shall tate 
Contract for sale. terms Settled between the 

parties. 

It does not, of itself, create any interest in, or charge on, 
property, u k r 

55. In the absence of a oo“racUo ‘propOT 

be?2a«d“"eL''‘'’'“‘“ respective ly ate subject to the _li^. 
_ I British Indis# 

* Paras 2 and 3 of s. 54 extend to every cantonmen^^^^^ paragraphs 

• — See the Cantonments Act (XIII. of 1889)1 s. 3 country for the 

shall not extend or be extended to any .• Registration Act (HI* 

time being excluded from the operation of t e . . Act or other* 

of 1877) under the power conferred by the first section of 

wise . — See s. i, su^ra. 
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and have the rights, mentioned in the rules nest following, or such 
of them as are applicable to the properly sold : — 

(/.) The seller is bound — 

(a) to disclose to the buyer any material defect in the pro- 
perty of which the seller is, and the buyer is not, 
aware, and which the buyer could not with ordinary 
care discover ; 

(3) to produce to the buyer on his request for esamination 
all documents of title relating to the property which 
are in the seller’s possession or power ; 

(c) to answer to the best of his information all relevant 

questions put to him by the buyer in respect to the 
property or the title thereto ; 

(d) on payment or tender of the amount due in respect of 

the price, to execute a proper conveyance of the pro- 
perty when the buyer tenders it to him for executioa 
at a proper time and place ; 

(<!) between the date of the contract of sale and the delivery 
of the properly, to take as much care of the property 
and all documents of title relating thereto which are 
in his possession as an osvner of ordinary prudence 
would take of such properly and documents ; 

(/) to give, on being so required, the buyer or such person 
as he directs, such possession of the property as its 
nature admits ; 

(^) to pay all public charges and rent accrued due in re- 
spect of the property up to the date of the sale, the 
interest on all incumbrances on such property due 
on such date, and, except where the property is sold 
subject to incumbrances, to discharge all incum- 
brances on the property then existing. 

( 2 .) The seller shall be deemed to contract with the buyer 
that the interest which the seller professes to transfer to the buyer 
subsists, and that he has power to transfer the same : 

Provided that, where the sale is made by a person in a fiduciary 
character, he shall be deemed to contract with the buyer that the 
seller has done no act whereby the properly in incumbered, or 
whereby he is hindered from transferring it. 
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The 'benefit of the contract mentioned in this rule shall be 
annexed to, and shall go with, the interest of the trwsferee as 
such, and may be enforced by every person in whom that interest 
is, for the whole or any part thereof, from time to time, vested. 

(?.') Where the whole of the purchase-money has been paid 
to the siler, he is also bound to deliver to the buyer ah docu- 
ments of title relating to the property which are in the sellers 
possession or power : 

Provided that (a), where the seller retains any part of the 
■nronertv comprised in such documents, he is entitled to reta n 
?heraU and (^ ). where the whole of such property is sold to 
different buyers, the buyer of the lot ot greatest vam 
to such documents. But, iu case (u). the f ^ 

the buyer of the lot of greatest value, is bound, upon y 
able request by the buyer, or by any o the 
case may be, and at the cost of e p , 

to produce the said documents, an -.Quire • and, in the 

thereof or extracts therefrom as “Ynr ot umiL value, as 

meantime, the seller, or the —gnjo safe uncancelled, 

the case may be, shall keep the said d » 

and undefaceA unless prevented from so doing by 
inevitable accident. 

The seller is entitled— oroperty till the owner- 

fa) to the rents and profits ot the p p / 
ship thereof passes to the buyer, 

(i) Where the ownership of g^^the^purchase- 

buyer before payment of ‘he ‘h* Ph 

money, to a charge upon p P [ |,sse.n,oney 

of the buyer for the amount of the pumn 

or any part thereof remainino P > 
interest on such amount or part. 

<j,) The buyer is bound- 

(a) to disclose to the seller ‘ . property of 

^ ' extent of the seller's "pf “whkh^e'has 

which the buyer is ,, „ot aware, and 

reason to believe that the seller is n 
which materially increases the value 
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person as he directs, provided that, where the pro- 
perty is sold free from incumbrances, the buyer may 
retain, out of the purchase-money, the amount of 
any incumbrances on the property existing at the- 
date of the sale, and shall pay the amount so re- 
tained to the persons entitled thereto ; 

(c) where the ownership of the property has passed to the- 

buyer, to bear any loss arising from the destruction, 
injury, or decrease in value of the property not 
caused by the seller ; 

(d) where the ownership of the property has passed to the 

buyer, as between himself and the seller, to pay all., 
public charges and rent which may become payable 
in respect of the property, the principal moneys due 
on any incumbrances subject to which the property - 
is sold, and the interest thereon afterwards accruing 
due. 

( 6 .) The buyer is entitled — ■ 

(a) where the ownership of the property has passed to him, . 
to the benefit of any improvement in, or increase in 
value of, the property, and to the rents and profits - 
thereof ; 

(d) unless he has improperly declined to accept delivery of -> 
the property, to a charge on the property, as against 
the seller and all persons claiming under him, with 
notice of the payment to the extent of the seller’s 
interest in the property, for the. amount of any pur- 
chase-money properly paid by the buyer in amicipa- - 
tion of the delivery, and for interest on such amount; 
and, when he properly declines to accept the deli- 
very, also for the earnest (if any) and for the costs ■ 
(if any) awarded to him of a suit to compel specific 
performance of the contract, or to obtain a decree ' 
for its rescission. 

An omission to make such disclosures as are mentioned in ^ 
this section, paragraph i, clause (a), and paragraph 5 , clause («J, is ' 
fraudulent. 

56. Where two properties are subject to a common charge, : 

Sale of one of two proper- and One of the properties is sold, the • 
ties subject to a common buyer is, as against the seller, in the - 

absence of a contract to the contrary, . 
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become v“d‘!'‘oT ® P“3'“="t being made, the sale shall 

transfer the property to°the'sdbr stall 

the transaction Is callpri o’ 

rli'fvh “ T'S"®=“ co”dSTsate 
nient of the mortg’ao'e-monev anri t possessio n until pay-. 

accruing from thf°propert7' and m T""” 

interest, or in payment of the mnn-o- PP^opriate them in lieu of 
interest, and partly in navm-’nt nf or part ly in lieu of 

tion is called a 

usufructuary mortgagee. ^ mortgage, and the mortgagee a 

W Where rhe“mortgagor binds himself to repay the morn-ase- 
English mortgage. «oney on a certain date, and transfers 

jj^lled an English mortg^gf 

Mortgage wh ^7 7^ Principal money secured is one hundred 
assuranfe.^ ^ rupees or upwards, a mortgage can be 

signed by the mnrtrron-r.. effected only by a registered instrument 
Where the attested by at least two witnessess. 

rupees, a morto-ao-e secured is less than one hundred 

ment’'f signed°and atfj7,f effected either by a “registered instru- 
simple mortgage) bv as aforesaid, or (except in the case of a 

Nrithin^ - u- ‘^^i^'^ery of the property, 
gages made^in7h ®®*^^ie>n shall be deemed to render invalid mort- 
"Rangoon siout“'™J “^raa. Bombay, Karachi, 

creditSr or 'his aJ^nf by deliverytoa 

»'‘b faicM to create a secnrhy“h"Ll“‘'' 

tonments Act contoment in British India . — See the Can* 

tended, to any district^nr f I* ^ *^9 shall not extend, or be ex- 

the ODeration nf ft, t tract of country for the time being excluded from 

the first section of that Ant the power conferred by 

•i- The wrrrAo V” . j f’ otherwise.— 5 ?^ s. i, su^ra. 

raent ” bv Ant have been substituted for the words an instru* 

+ of 1904, s. 3. 

“ and Rangoon ''-by T^of Act VI. 7 f 
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High/s and LiadilHtts of Mortgagor. 

60. At any time after the principal money has become payable, 
Right of mortgagor to re ^he mortgagor has a right, on payment 
deein. or tender, at a proper time and place, of 

the mortgage-money, to require the mortgagee (a) to deliver the 
mortgage-deed, if any, to the mortgagor ; (^) where the mortgagee is 
in possession of the mortgaged property, to deliver possession thereof 
to the mortgagor, and (t) at the cost of the mortgagor, either to re- 
transfer the mortgaged property to him, or to such third person as 
he may direct, or to execute and (where the mortgage has been 
effected by a registered instrument) to have registered an acknowledg- 
ment in writing that any right in derogation of his interest transferred 
to the mortgagee has been extinguished : 

Provided that the right conferred by this section has not been 
extinguished by act of the parties, or by order of a Court. 

The right conferred by his section is called a right to redeem, 
and a suit to enforce it is called a suit for redemption. 

Nothing in this section shall be deemed to render invalid any 
provision to the effect that, if the time fixed for payment of the 
principal money has been allowed to pass, or no such time has been 
fixed, the mortgagee shall be entitled to reasonable notice before 
payment or tender of such money. 

Nothing in this section shall entitle a person interested in a 
Redemption of portion of share Only of the mortgaged property to 
mortgaged property. redeem his own share only, on payment 

of a proportionate part of the amount remaining due on the mort- 
gage, except where a mortgagee, or, if there are more mortgagees 
than one, all such mortgagees, has or have acquired, in whole or 
in part, the share of a mortgagor. 

' 61. A mortgagor seeking to redeem any one mortgage shall, 

Right to redeem one of 1^ the absence of a contract to the con- 
two properties separately trary, be entitled to do SO without paying 
, mortgaged. any money due under any separate mort- 

\ gage made by him, or by any person through whom he claims, on 
' properly other than that comprised in the mortgage which he seeks 
to redeem. 

Illustration. 

i A, the owner of farms Z and Y, mortgages Z to B for Rs. 1,000. A 

afterwards mortgages Y to B for Rs. 1,000, making no stipulation as to 
j/. any additional charge on Z. A may institute a suit for the redemption of 
the mortgage on Z alone, 

: Act IV., 1882.— 3. 
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Right of usufructuary niott* 62- In the cRse of & usufructusry 
gagor to recover possession, mortgage, the mortgagor has a right to 

recover possession of the propertj— 

(a) where the mortgagee is authorized to pay himself the 
mortgage-money from the rents and profits of the 
property— when such money is paid ; 

(^) where the mortgagee is authorized to pay himself from 
such rents and profits the interest of the principal 
money — when the term (if any) prescribed for the 
payment of the mortgage-money has expired, and the 
mortgagor pays or tenders to the moatgagee the prin- 
cipal money, or deposits it in Court as hereinafter 
provided. 


83- Where mortgaged property in possession of the mortgagee 
Accession to mortgaged has, during the continuance of the moit- 
property. gage, received any accession, the mort- 

gagor, upon redemption, shall, in the absence of a contract to the 
contrary, be entitled, as against the mortgagee, to such accession. 

Where such accession has been acquired at the expense of the 
Accession acquired itj vir- mortgagee, and is capable of separate 
tue of transferred ownership, possession or enjoyment Without detri- 
ment to the principal property, the mortgagor desiring to take the 
accession must pay to the mortgagee the expense of acquiring it. 
If such separate possession or enjoyment is not possible, the ac- 
cession must be delivered with the property, the mortgagor 
being liable, in the case of an acquisition necessary to preserve the 
property from destruction, forfeiture, or sale, or made with ms 
assent, to pay the proper cost thereof, as an addition to the princi- 
pal money, at the same rate of interest. 

In the case last mentioned, the profits, if any, arising from the 
accession, shall be credited to the mortgagor. 

Where the mortgage is usufructuary, and the accession has 
been acquired at the expense of the mortgagee, the profits, if 
arising from the accession, shall, in the absence of a contrac 
the contrary, be set off against interest, if any, payable on 


money so expended. < 

64. Where the mortgaged property is ^ 

Renewal of mortgaged years, and the upou 

lease. wal of the lease, fhe 

redemption, shall, in the absence of a contract by him to c e 
trary, have the benefit of the new lease. 
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implied contracts by mort- 

-gagor* 


65. In the absence of a contract to 
the contrary, the mortgagor shair be 
deemed to contract with the mortgagee—’ 


(d) that the interest which the mortgagor professes to trans- 
fer to the mortgagee subsists, and that the mortgagor 
has power to transfer the same ; 

(3) that the mortgagor will defend, or, if the mortgagee be> 
in possession of the mortgaged property, enable 
him to defend, the mortgagor s title thereto j 
that the mortgagor will, so long as the mortgagee is not 
in possession of the mortgaged property, pay all 
public charges accruing due in respect of the pro- 


y 



party ; 

(d) and, where the mortgaged property is a lease for a terra 
of years, that the rent payable under the lease, the 
conditions contained therein, and the contracts bind- 
ing on the lessee, have been paid, performed, and ob-' 
served down to the commencement of the mortgage; 
and that the mortgagor will, so long as the security ' 
exists, and the mortgagee is not in possession of the 
mortgaged property, pay the rent reserved by the lease 
or, if the lease be renewed, the renewed lease, perform 
the conditions contained therein, and observe the con- 
tracts binding on the lessee, and indemnify the mort- 
gagee against all claims sustained by reason of the 
non-payment of the said rent or the non-performance 
or non-observance of the said conditions and con- 
tracts ; 

fe] and, where the mortgage is a second or subsequent in- 
^ cumbrance on the property, that the mortgagor will 
nay the interest from time to time accruing due on 
each prior incumbrance as and when it becomes 
due, and will, at the proper tinae, discharge the 
principal money due on such prior incumbrance. 

Nothing in clause (^), or in clause so far as it relates to the 
payment of future rent, applies in the case of a usufructuaiy 
mortgage. 

The benefit of the contracts mentioned in this section shall be 
annexed to, and shall go with, the interest of the mortgagei as such, 
and may be enforced by every person in whom that interest is, for 
the whole or any part thereof, from time to time, vested. 
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66. A mortgagor in possession of the mortgaged property is not 
Waste by mortgagor in liable to the mortgagee for allowin'^ the 
. V K- . property to deteriorate; but he must not 
^ which is destructive or permanently injurious thereto if 

y IS insufficient, or will be rendered insufficient by such act. 

Jixplariaiion.—A security is insufficient within the meaning of 
this section unless the value of the mortgaged property exceeds by 
one-third, or, if consisting of buildings, exceeds by one half, the 
amount for the time being due on the mortgage. 


Righ/s and Liabilities of Mortgagee. 

67. In the absence of a contract to the contrary, the raort- 
Right to foreclosure or gages has, at any time after the mortgage- 
sale. money has become payable to him, and 

before a decree has been made for the redemption of the mortgaged 
property, or the mortgage-money has been paid or deposited as 
hereinafter provided, a right to obtain from the Court an order tha 
the mortgagor shall be absolutely debarred of his right to redeen 
he property, or an order that the property be sold. 

A suit to obtain an order that a mortgagor shall be absolutel) 
debarred of his right to redeem the mortgaged property is called a 
suit for foreclosure. 


Nothing in this section shall be deemed — 

{a) to authorize a simple mortgagee as such to institute a 
suit for foreclosure, or a usufructuary mortgagee, as 
such, to institute a suit for foreclosure or sale, or a 
mortgagee by conditional sale, as such, to institute a 
suit for sale; or 

(3) to authorize a mortgagor who holds the mortgagees 
rights as his trustee or legal representative, and w o 
may sue for a sale of the property, to institute a sui 
for foreclosure ; or 

ip) to authorize the mortgagee of a railway, canal, or other 
work in the naaintenance of which the public are 
terested, to institute a suit for foreclosure or sale , 

{d) to authorize a person interested in part only o ^ 
mortgage-money to institute a suit relating only 

corresponding part of the „or, 

the mortgagees have, with the consent of the mor g o 
severed their interests under the mortgage. 
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Right" to sue for mortgage- 08. The mortgagee hRS a fight to 

money. Sue the mortgagor, for the mortgage- 

money in the following cases only — 

(a) where the mortgagor binds himself to repay the same ; 
(3) where the mortgagee is deprived of the whole or -part of 
his security or in consequence of, the wrongful 
act or default of the mortgagor ; • 

(c) where, the mortgagee being entitled to possession of the 
property, the mortgagor fails to deliver the same to 
him, or to secure the possession thereof to him with- 
out disturbance by the mortgagor or any other person. 

Where, by any cause other than the wrongful act or default of the 
mortgagor or mortgagee, the mortgaged property has been wholly or 
partially destroyed, or the security is rendered insufficient as defined 
in section 66, the mortgagee may require the mortgagor to give him, 
within a reasonable time, another sufficient security for his debt, 
and, if the mortgagor fails so to do, may sue him for the mortgage- 
money. 


69. A power conferred by the mortgage-deed on the mort- 
o f , . . gagee, or on any person on his behalf, 

to sell or concur m selling, in default of 
payment of the mortgage-money, the mortgaged property or . any 
part thereof, without the intervention of the Court, is valid in the 
following cases, “ and in no others ”* (namely) — 


(a) where the mortgage is an English mortgage, and neither 
the mortgagor nor the mortgagee is a Hindu, 
Muhammadan, or Buddhist, “ or a member of any 
other race, sect, tribe, or class, from time to time 
specified in this behalf by the Local Government, 
with the previous sanction of the Governor- General 
in Council, in the local official Gazette ; ”* 

(i) where the mortgagee is the Secretary of State for India 
in Council; 

(c) where the mortgaged property or any part thereof is 
situate wuhin the town of Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, 
Karachi, “ Rangoon, Moulmein, Bassein, or Akyab.”f 

* Tne words quoted above in s. 69, para, i, and those in clause (a), havq 
been inserted by the Transfer of Property Act (1882) Anjendment Act (III. 
of 188s), s. 5. 

t In clause (e) of s. 69, the words quoted have been substituted for the 
words, “or Rangoon,” by Act VI. of 1904, s. 4. 
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But no 3 uch power shalLbe, exercised u 

(/) notice in writing requiring pay 
money has been served on the mortgagor, 
mortgagors, and default has been made in p 
money, or of part thereof, for three months 
(a) some interest under the mortgag 
five hundred rupees, is in arrear, and un 
after becoming due. 

When a sale has been made in prof 
power, the title of the purchaser shall not b 
ground that no case had arisen to author 
notice was not given, or that the power was 
or irregularly exercised; but any person 
authorized or improper or irregular exercise 
his remedy in damages against the person e 
The money which is received by the 
the sale after discharge of prior incumbra 
the sale is not made subject, or after pa 
section 57, of a sum to meet any prior incu 
absence of a contract to the contrary, be h 
applied by him, first in payment of all costs 
properly incurred by him as incident to t 
sale ; and, secondly, in discharge of the m 
and other money (if any) due under the mor 
of the money so received shall be paid to t 
mortgaged property, or authorized to give r 
of the sale thereof. 

Nothing in the former part of this 
conferred before this Act comes into force. 

The powers and provisions containe 
inclusive) of the Trustees' and Mortgagee 
shall be deemed to apply to English mort 
India the mortgaged property may be si 
mortgagor nor the mortgagee is a Hi 
Buddhist, “ or a member of any other ra 
from time to time specified in this beh 
ment, with the previous sanction of th 
Council, in the local official Gazette."f 

» Act XXVIII. of 1866. • - ' 

f Xbe words quoted above in the last para 
serted by the Transfer of Property Act (1882) 
| 88 s), s. S. 
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(a) Any person (other than the mortgagee of the interest 
sought to be redeemed) having any interest in, or 
charge upon, the property ; 

(5) any person having any interest in, or charge upon, the 
right to redeem the property ; 

(f) any surety for the payment of the mortgage-debt or any 
part thereof ; 

{d) the guardian of the property of a minor mortgagor on 
behalf of such minor ; 

(«) the committee or other legal curator of a lunatic or 
idiot mortgagor on behalf of such lunatic or idiot ; 

(/) the judgment-creditor of the mortgagor, when he has. 
obtained execution by attachment of the mortgagor’s 
interest in the property ; 

(^) a creditor of the mortgagor who has, in a suit for the 
administration of his estate, obtained a decree for 
sale of the mortgaged property. 

92 to 94 . — \Repealtd by Act V. of igo8.'\ 

95. Where one of several mortgagors redeems the mort- 
arge of one of several gaged property, and obtains possession 
ortgagors who redeems, thereof, he has a charge on the share of 
!,pf the other co-mortgagors in the property for his proportion- 

• i expenses properly incurred in so redeeming and obtaining- 

lion. 

’ ^8, 97 . — \Reptaled by Act V. of igoS.} 

Anomalous Mortgages. 

■98. In the case of a mortgage, not being a simple mortgage, 

• igage not described in ^ mortgage by conditional sale, usufruc- 
j > 58. clauses (6), (c), tuary mortgage, or an English mort- 

gage, or a combination of the first and 
.'■or the second and third, of such forms, the rights and" 
■ties of the parties shall be determined by their contract as 
^nced in the mortgage-deed, and, so far as such contract does- 
stend, by local usage. 

99 . — [Repealed by Act V. of igoS.^ 
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Deposit in Court. 

83. At any time after the principal money has become pay* 
Power to deposit in Court ablej and before a suit for redemption of 

money due on mortgage. the mortgaged property is barred, the 
mortgagor, or any other person entitled to institute such suit, may 
deposit, in any Court in which he might have instituted such suit, 
to the account of the mortgagee, the amount remaining due on the 
mortgage. 

The Court shall thereupon cause written notice of the deposit 
Right to money deposited to be served on the mortgagee, and the 
by mortgagor. mortgagee may, on presenting a petition 

(verified in manner prescribed by law* for the verification o 
plaints) stating the amount then due on the mortgage, an is 
willingness to accept the money so deposited in full discharge o 
such amount, and on depositing in the same Court the mortgage 
deed if then in his possession or power, apply for and receive me 
money, and the mortgage-deed so deposited shall be delivere 
the mortgagor or such other person as aforesaid. 

84. When the mortgagor or such other person as afore- 

said has tendered or deposited in Court 
Cessation of interest. under section 83 the amount remaining 

due on the mortgage, interest on the principal money 
from the date of the tender, or as soon as the mortgagor 
other person as aforesaid has done all that has to be nn® ^ . 
to enable the mortgagee to take such amount out Qt > 
case may be. 

Nothing in this section, or in section 83 , shall be 
deprive the mortgagee of his right to interest when 
contract that he shall be entitled to reasonable notice be P ; 
ment or tender of the mortgage-money. 

85 to 90 — {^Repealed hy Act V. of igo8^ 

Redemption. 

91. Besides the mortgagor, any of rSemp^- 

Who may sue for redemp- redeem, or institute a su.t 0 
iion. tion of, the mortgaged properiy^^^^^ 

* See the Code of Civil Procedure (Act XI V. of 1882), ss 5 
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(a) Any person (other than the mortgagee of the interest 
sought to be redeemed) having any interest in, or 
charge upon, the properly ; 

(i) any person having any interest in, or charge upon, the 
right to redeem the property ; 

(c) any surety for the payment of the mortgage-debt or any 
part thereof ; 

(rf) the guardian of the property of a minor mortgagor on. 
behalf of such minor; 

(«) the committee or other legal curator of a lunatic or 
idiot mortgagor on behalf of such lunatic or idiot ; 

(/) the indgment-creditor of the mortgagor, when he has 
obtained execution by attachment of the mortgagor’s 
interest in the properly ; 

(g) a creditor of the mortgagor who has, in a suit for the 
administration of his estate, obtained a decree for 
sale of the mortgaged property. 

92 /(? 94 . — \Repealed by Act K of igoS.} 

95. Where one of several mortgagers redeems the mort- 
Charge of one of several g^Scd property, and obtains possession 
co-raortgagors who redeems, thereof, he has a charge on the share of 
each of the other co-mortgagors in the property for his proportion 
of the expenses properly incurred in so redeeming and obtainingp 
possession. 

98, Q7.—ibiepealed by Aci V. of /po<i?.] 

Anomalous Mortgages, 

98. In the case of a mortgage, not being a simple mortgage. 
Mortgage not described in ^ mortgage by conditional sale, usufruc- 

section 58, clauses (6), (c), tuary mortgage, or an English mort- 
(d),:and (e). gage, or a combination of the first and 

third, or the second and third, of such forms, the rights and 
liabilities of the parties shall be determined by their contract as 
evidenced in the mortgage-deed, and, so far as such contract does 
not extend, by local usage. 

99. — [Repealed by Act V, of jgoS.] 
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Charges. 

100 . Where imtnoveRble property of one person is, b 
Charges. parties or operation of law, made 

■ , . payment of money to anotl 

the transaction does not 'amount to a mortgage, the latter pt 
said to have a charge on the property ; and all the provisions 
before contained as to a mortgagor shall, so far as may be, 2 
the owner of such property, and the provisions of sections 
82* shall, so far as may be, apply to- the person havin 
charge. 

. Nothing in this section applies to the charge of a trnstet 
trust-property for expenses properly incurred in the executio 

trust. 


101 . Where the owner of a charge or other incumbn 

c- • L L c t. immoveable property is or becon 

Extinguishment of charges. , ^ 

^ solutely entitled to that proper 

charge or incumbrance shall be extinguished unless he decL 

express words or necessary implication, that it shall con 

subsist, or such continuance would be for his benefit. 

Notice and Tender,- 


Where the person on or to whom any notice 0 
tender on or to 1® to be Served Or made uncj 


1 102 . 

Service or ... , 

agent. Chapter does not reside in the di 

which the mortgaged property or some part thereof is situatel^ 
or tender on or to an agent holding a general power-of-i 
from such person, or otherwise duly authorized to acc^ 
service or tender, shall be deemed sufficient. r 

Where the person or agent on whom such notice sn^ 
served cannot be found in the said district, or is unknown^ 
person required to serve the notice, the latter person may! , 
any Court m which a suit might be brought for redemptioi^ 
mortgaged property, an Court shall direct in wha^ 

such notice shall be SC' y notice ' served in 

with such direction S' i 

Where the pe.. 


made cannot be h 
to the person d 


cof 

,10 


, .in 
tender sIq 

or is iL 
" perlon 


•''‘'■tain 
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Acceptance when to be Such acceptance must be made 

^ during the lifetime of the donor, and 

while he is still capable of giving. 

If the donee dies before acceptance, the gift is void. 

123. For the purpose of making a gift of immoveable 

Transfer how effected. property, the transfer must be effected 

hy a registered instrument signed by or 
on behalf of the donor, and attested by at least two witnesses. 

For the purpose of making a gift of moveable property, the 
transfer may be effected either by a registered instrument signed 
as aforesaid, or by delivery. 

Such delivery may be made in the same way as goods sold 
may be delivered. 

Gift of existing: and future 124. A gift comprising both ex- 

property. isting and future property is void as to 

the latter. 

125. A gift of a thing to two or more donees, of whom one 
Gift to several, of whom 6oes not accept it, is void as to the 

one does not accept. interest which he would have taken had 

he accepted. 

126. The donor and donee may agree that, on the happen- 
When g^ift may be sus- of nny specified event which does 

pended or revoked. not depend on the will of the donor, a 

gift shall be suspended or revoked ; but a gift, which the parties 
agree shall be revocable wholly or in part, at the mere will of the 
donor, is void wholly or in part, as the case may be. 

A gift may also be revoked in any of the cases (save want 
or failure of consideration) in which, if it were a contract, it might 
be rescinded. 

Save as aforesaid, a gift cannnot be revoked. 

* S. 123 extends to every cantonment in British India. See the 
Cantonments Act (XIII. of 1889) s. 32 (/). S. 123 shall not extend or be 
^tended to any district or tract of country for the time being exclude 
from the operation of the Indian Registration Act (III. of 1877) nnder 
the power conferred by the first section of that Act or otherwise. See s. i 
supra. 
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129 . Nothing in this chapter relates to gifts of moveable pro^ 
Saving of donations mortis ^^de in contemplation of death, or 

causd and Muhammadan shall be deemed to affect any rule of 

Muhammadan Law, or, save as provided 
by section 123, any rule of Hindu or Buddhist Law. 


CHAPTER VIII.* 

Of Transfers of Actionable Claims. 


130 . (/) The transfer of an actionable claim shall be effected 

Transfer of actionable only by the execution of an instrument in 
claim. writing signed by the transferor or his 

duly-authorized agent, and shall be complete and effectual upon the 
execution of such instrument, and thereupon all the lights and re- 
medies of the transferor, whether by way of damages or otherwise, 
shall vest in the transferee, whether such notice of the transfer as is 
hereinafter provided be given or not : 

Prowded that every dealing with the debt or other actionable 
claim by the debtor or other person, from or against whom the trans- 
feror would, but for such instrument of transfer as aforesaid, have been 
entitled to recover or enforce such debt or other actionable c lum, 
shall (save where the debtor or other person is a party to the irans er, 
or has received express notice thereof as hereinafter providedj be va 
as against such transfer. 

(2) The transferee of an actionable claim may, upon the cxe 
cution of such instrument of transfer as aforesaid, sue or institute pi 
ceedings for the same in his own name without obtaining the trans er 
consent to such suit or proceedings, and without making him a p > 
tliereto. 

Exupiion.—'^QWmz in this section applies to the transfer of a 

marine or fire policy of insurance. 


Illustrations. 

(i.) A owes money to B, who transfers the debt to C. ^as”prcs- 

le debt from A. who, not having received notice of the A 

ribed in section 131, pays B. The payment is valid, and C cannot s 

3 r the debt, 


* Ch. VIII. has been substituted for the original chapter by the 
Transfer of Property Act (II. of 1900), s. 4. 
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lutely vested at the date of the assignment, shall have transferred and 
vested in him all rights of suit as if the contract contained in the policy 
had been made with himself. 

136. No "Judge, legal practitioner, or officer connected with 
Incapacity of officers con- any Court of justice shall buy, or traffic 

nected with Courts of Justice, in or Stipulate for, or agree to receive any 
share of, or interest in, any actionable claim, and no Court ot Justice 
shall enforce, at his instance, or at the instance of any person claim- 
ing by or through him, any actionable claim so dealt with by him as 
aforesaid. 

137. Nothing in the foregoing sections of this chapter applies 
Savinaf of neg’otfabie instru- stocks, shares, or debentures, or to 

ments, &c. instruments which are for the time being, 

by law or custom, negotiable, or to any mercantile document of title 
to goods. 

Explanation — ^The expression, " mercantile document ot title 
to goods,” includes a bill-of-ladmg, dock-warrant, warehouse-keeper’s 
certificate, railway-receipt, warrant or order for the delivery of goods, 
and any other document used in the ordinary course of business 
as proof of the possession or control of goods, or authorizing or 
purporting to authorize, either by endorsement or by delivery, 
the possessor of the document to transfer or receive goods thereby 
represented. 


THE SCHEDULE. 


Repeal of Acts. 

{See section 2.) 

(a.) Statutes. /_ 

Year and Chapter, | 

j 

Subject 

Extent of repeal. 

Hen. VlII , c. io.| 

Uses 

The whole. 

13 Eliz., c s 

j 

Fraudulent convey* 

The whole. 


ances 


37Eli2;., c. 4 

Fraudulent convey- 

The whole. 


ances. 


4 Wm. & Mary, 

Clandestine mort- 

The whole. 

c. i6 

gages. 

— ' 
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ACT XV. OF 1895. 

The Crown Grants Act, 1895. 

Passed by the Governor General of India in Council. 
Keceivtd iht G.-G’s Assent on the loth October i8g^. 


An [Act to explain the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, so far as re- 
lates to grants from the Crown, and to remove certain doubts as 
to the powers of the Crown in relation to such grants. 

Whereas doubts have arisen as to the extent and operation of the 
Transfer of Property Act, 1882, and as to the power of the Crown to 
impose limitations and restrictions upon grants and other transfers of 
land made by it or under its authority, and it is expedient to remove 
such doubts ; It is hereby enacted as follows — 

Title, extent, and com- (^) This Act may be called the 

mencement. Crown Grants Act, 1895; 

(5) it extends to the whole of British India ; and 

(j) it shall come into force at once. 

2 . Nothing in the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, contained 
Transfer of Property Act, shall apply, or be deemed ever to have 

1882, not to apply to Crown applied, to any grant or other transfer 01 

land or of any interest therein heretofore 
made or hereafter to be made by or on behalf ot Her Majesty the 
Queen-Empress, her heirs, or successors, or by or on behalf of the 
.Secretary of State for India in Council, to, or in favour of, any person 
whomsoever ; but every such grant and transfer shall be construed 
and take effect as if the said Act had not been passed. 

3. All provisions, restrictions, conditions, and limitations ever 
Crown-grants to take effect contained in any such grant or transfer as 

according to their tenor. aforesaid shall be valid, anCi taKC en 
according to their tenor, any rule of law. Statute, or enactment of t c 
Legislature to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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TRBASURE-TROVJS. 


[Act VI. 


Interpretation-clause. 


3 . In this Act — 


“ Treasure.” 


“ treasure " means anything of any 
value hidden in the soil, or in anything 
affixed thereto : 


“ Collector ” means (i) any Revenue-officer in independent 
' charge'of a district, and (2) any ofiBcer 

" Collector. ” appointed by the Local Government to 

perform the functions of a'Colllector under this Act.* 

When any person , is entitled, under any reservation in an 

instrument of transfer of any land or 
' thing affixed thereto, to treasure in such 

land or thing, he shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deeme 
to be the owner of such land or thing. 


Procedure on finding Treasure. 

4 . Whenever any 

^^Nolic. bv finder of trea- P give to the Collec- 

tor notice in writing — 

(fl) of the nature and amount or approximate value 0 
such treasure ; , • ' 

[V) of the place in which it was found ; 

(f) of the date of the finding ; ' 

and either deposit the treasure in the 
Treasury, or give the Collector such jjg may, 

thinks fit’ to produce the treasure at such time p 
from time to time, require. 

• fVio r^nlleclor Sn^ilj 

5. On receiving a notice under section 4, . /jfanyias 

after making such enquiry p* j 
Notification requiring u .u: Jjg fit' take the, following -t pS 
claimants to appear. ue ininKS ) 

(namely) : — 

(a) he shall publish a notification in behalf 

Local Government from time to time ceriaia 

to the effect that, on a certain ^a e valui) 

treasure (mentioning Us nature, amount and ap^ -—7'^ 

* In Bombay, Mamlatdars ' have been f of^Lcal Rules a”‘‘ 

tions of Collectors under the Act.-See Bombay List ot 
Orders, Vdl.i I.j Ed; i8g6| p. x63* 



*jopajiOQ sqi JO sSpsj/ttousi sqi oj pouad, qons uiqjiAV presaiojB s«‘ 
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, , JO ‘uappiq’os SBM ajnsBajj 

oqj jBqj' aAar.iaq oj uoscaj ou saas jopaj -ssaiJauMo paaBpap 

-J03 aqj ‘i(jinbua qons uodn ‘ji *0 ajnseaj; aaqyvv 

'iqSij siq 

qsijqBjsa oj jubuiibjo aqj Xq jJtiCQ jiaiq aqi ui pajnjpsui Suiaq 
31ns B JO AiopB OJ ‘juaiogjns suiaap aq sb pouad qons joj asBO aqj jo 
SuuBaq aqj SuiujnoCpB japjo ub aqBui qBqs J 0 j 03 ij 03 aqj ‘smiBp 
uosjad qons tnoqA\ jspun uosiad Jaqjo axii' s Xq jo ‘ajnsBajj qons 
SuimiBp puB ‘uoijBogijou piBs aqj Xq pajmbaj sb SuuBaddB uosjad 
« Xq ‘Suipug aqi jo ajBp aqj ajojaq 'ajasBajj. 

SJBaX pajpunq auo UjqjlAV ‘uappiq SBA\ aqj Suiiuiep ursjad Aq Jins 
ajnsBajj aqi jBqj aAaqaq oj uosboj saas P^a'che aq oj aui»i 
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aiojaq paonpojd aq oj ajusBOJj aqj asuBO paJin&ua aq oj sjajjsjy 
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, •jqSiJ qons Jiajjoj ]|Bqs ‘S uoijoas 

japun panssi uoijBogijou aqj Xq paambaj sb SuuBaddB jou 
puB ‘asiMjaqio JO punoj sbaj ji qojqM -jEaddB oj aja 

III aOBjd" aqj JO jaUA \0 SB joajaqi JJSd “I!^J P aanjiajaoj 

XuB JO ajnsBajj qons oj jqSiJ Xub SuiABq uosiad /uy ‘9 

•joaga auiBs aqi oj Suijijav 
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aqj ‘japug aqj UBqj jaqjo nosjad amos jo uoissassod aqj ui 
‘Suipug aqj jo ajBp aqj jb ‘sbai punoj uaaq 8ABq oj jojoa||o;;>. 
aqj OJ sjBaddB ajusBaJj aqj qoiqAi ui aoBjd aqi uaqAV (_q) 

f uopBogijou qons jo uoijbd 
► ijqnd aqj jo ajBp aqj jajjB ‘sqjuoui xis UBqj jajB( JO ‘sqjuotu jnoj 
UBqj jagjBa Suiaq jou Xup qons ‘pauoijuaui uiajaqi aOBjd b jb 
puB Xbp b uo JOjoaqoQ aqj aaojaq juaSB Xq JO XqBuosjad JBad 
■^B OJ joaaaqj jJBd Xub jo ajusBajj aqj SuiuiiBp suosjad jp 
Suuinbaj puB Smuotfusm) aoBjd uiBuao b ui punoj sbai 
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treasure-trove. 


[Act VI 


Shan deliver the trea"[?e.o tt Mar 

Po«rit “ “7 “‘‘Wag a declara- 

sure^n behalf of Govern JSrV 9, and before deliver- 

before nrovidprf '"g.9r dividing the treasure as herein- 

toacouL ^ under his hand, his intention 

£d D^ortinn f ^ 1 ,°^ government, the treasure or any speci- 

a «ftim . payment, to the persons entitled thereto, of 

tinn hnrv^?^^ materials of such treasure or por- 

j j one-fifth of such value, and may place such sum 

treasury to the credit of such persons; and there- 
upon such treasure or portion snail be deemed to be the property 
overnment, and the money so deposited shall be dealt witn, as 
lar as may be, as if it were such treasure or portion. 

17. No decision passed or act done by the Collector under 
Decision of Collector final, this Act shall be called in question by 
for actVdlne%“®,S^ any Civil Court, and no suit or other 

■; ' proceeding shall lie against him for 

anything done in good faith in exercise of the powers hereby 
conferred. 


18 . A Collector 

Collator to exercise pow- 
ers of Civil Court. 


making any enquiry under this Act may 
exercise any power conferred by the 
Code of Civil Procedure^ on a Civil 
Court for the trial of suits. 


19 . The Local Government may, from time to time, make 
Power to make rules. rules, f consistent with this Act, to regu- 

late proceedings hereunder. 

* See Act XIV. of 1882, s. 3. 

T For rules made under the powers conferred by this section in 
Bombay — see Bombay list of Local Rules and Orders, Vol. I., Ed. 
1896, p. 163; 

Burma — see Burma Laws List, Ed. 1897, p. 80; 

Madras— see Madras List of Local Rules and orders, Vol. i.j Eu. 
1898, p. in; 

North Western Provinces and Oudh— see North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh List of Local Rules and Orders, E • 

1894, p. 55; ' t H 

Central Provinces^— see Central Provinces List of Local Rules an 
Orders, Ed. 1896, p. 23; 

-Assam— see Assam List of Local Rules and Orders, Ed. io 93 * P* 
107, 
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trustees. 


[Act XXVII. 


.8„, „au„y 

“Hold” and "holdinj” shall beappliable lo any vested e..late. 

Hold and holdlngf/' whcuicr for life or of a greater or less 

pcclancy in any immoveable propeS^?’ 

Contingent right, as applied to ^ immoveable properfj-, shall 
" Coniin^jcnt ripht.” niean a ^ conlingent or executory interest, 

whether the nhieer nf ft, possibility coupled with an inteiesi, 

bililv Ite nr lie i ^ hraitaUon of such interest or possi- 

bM) be or be not ascertained ; also a right of entry whether 
immediate or future, and wlreiher vested or contingent : 

” Convey ” and “ convej-ance,” applied to any person, shall 
“concvy- mean the execution by such person of 
' J”* . . every' necessary or suitable assurance for 

r,nrc disposiug to anothcr immoveable property which such 

p on lolds, or m which he is entitled to a contingent right, either for 
1C w 10 e estate of^ llie person conveying or disposing, or for any less 
es a e, togetlier with the performance of all formalities required by 
a\v to the validity' of such convey'ance, including the acts to be 
I^iiormed by married women and ten ants-in- tail in accordance wth 
the provisions of Act XXXI. of 1854 (/o simphfy the vtedes oj co’Vty- 
ing tana m cases to lohich the English law xs applicable): 

Trans 'cr shall mean the execution and performance of every 
« Traiisier.” 'vhich a person entitled 

to stock or Government securities can 
transfer such stock or Government securities from himself to another: 


‘ ^^igh Court ” shall mean every' Court now or hereafter esta- 
« High Court.” blished under the Statute 24 & 25 Vict, 

p . * cap. 104, t and also the Chief Court of the 

1 unjab and the Chief Court of Low'er Burma, or such one or more 
Judges of the said Courts respectively as shall be appointed by the 
Justice or the senior Judge, j; as the case may be, to entertain 
applications, and make orders, under this Act : 


* Stat. 17 & 18 Vict., c. 104. 

t See “ the Indian High Courts Act, 1861 ” (24 & 25 Vict , c. i 04 )- 
Compare the definition. Compare also the definition of " High Court” i" 
the General Clauses Act (X. of 1897), s. 3 (24), and also in s. 4 [j) 

V. of 1898 (the new Code of Criminal Procedure). , 

J As to the Punjab, see “ the Punjab Courts Act ’’ (XVIII, 0 
2884), s, 5. 
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: jfaaota loj Xjunogs b ^pjaui 

pamaap sq ijnoo qSiH sqj w PpOAV „-33 eSijoim„ 

qaiqAv iCjjadoid aiqBaAOUi io a^qBaAOUiuii 

ui 5saj9jui JO ajBjsa XiaAa oj aiqBoqddB aq q^qs ,, a§B2iJOi\[ „ 

: aoissaaons /(jBjuaui'Eisa} puB ajB^sajtii SuiuiaauoD 
SAJiBi aqj JO uopBJado aqj uoda Xpios juapuadap ap« b /fq J^^q 
ptBS aqj japun ojajaqi papptia sb jou ‘Xjjadoid ajqBaAorouii u! jsajajui 
tiE SuiuiiBp ‘lojBjpiuitapB JO jojnoaxa ub UBqj jaqjo ‘uosjad Xub pUB 
‘jsanbaq b japun ^(padojd ajqBaAOUiuii StiiqBj uosiad i(UB UBaui q^qs 
„ aasiAap „ puB i ajBisa s^spisajui ub jo uopnqujsip aqj -lOj sapj ^qj 
Japun uosjad pasBaoap b jo ^L^jadojd aiqBaAOUiuii aqj ui isajojui ub sui 
-uiiBp uosjad XuB UBaui qBqs ,, Jiaq,, ^^*9981 ^BnuBf jo Xbp 5Sjg sq? 
jaijE JO uo Suiunooo XoBjsaiur ub jo apBui qiAv b jo asBo aqj 


: juaosap pUB asjAap Sinujaauoo sa\bj aiq 
JO uopBjado aqi ucdn ^pps juapuadap apij b Xq jnq ‘uosjad pasBaaap 
qans jo jiaq sb jou ‘uosjad pasBaaap b jo Xjjadojd ajqBaAOUiuii aqj ui 
jsajajuj UB SuiuiiBp uosjad Xub XjjBjauaS pUB ‘jpq ub jo aas-iAap sq? 
pus' aasiAap b jo jiaq aqj UBaui ‘uoijBOijjuSis XixuipJO sji oj uoijippB 
ut ‘qBqs aasTAap „ pUB Xjjadojd qons oj ajqBoqddB juaosap Suiujao 
"uoa SAVBj aqj japun uosjad pssBaoap b jo Xuadajd ajqBaAOuiuii aqj 
UI jsajajUj UB Surarep uosjad aqj UBaui -aasiAap,, puB „ji 3 h 
I iqqs „-r! 3 q» *998 1 XjBnuBf JO Xbp jsjq 
aqj ajojaq Suujnooo XoBjsajui ub jo apBtu qIA^ b jo asBO aqj uj 


: sjiBgB UA\o siq aSBUBUi oj 

‘puitu JO Xiiuijuui uiojj ‘ajqBdBOUi aq qBqs 

‘oijBunjB aq oj punoj uaaq SuiABq jou ‘oqjA punosun jo uosjad,, 
jouitu B JOU uosjad Xub UBaxu jpqs puiui punosun jo uosja^i „ • 

SJiBgB siq SuiSbubui jo ajqBdBDUi puB ,,-DqEunT „ 

puiui punosun jo aq oj avbj jo asjnoo anp 
Xq punoj uaaq aABq quqs oqAv uosjad Xub ubbui qBqs ^ oijBun'x 

: uoSJad pasBao- 

-ap B JO JOjBJjsiuiuipB JO jojnoaxa jo aoigo aqj oj juappui saqup aqj- 
apnput puB OJ puajxa qBqs puB ‘jsnjj aqj jo joafqns aqj ui jsajajui jo 
ajBjsa jspqauaq auios SBq aajsnjj aqj ajaqAi. sasBO apnpui pUB oj puajxa 
qBqs puB ‘sjsnjj aAijonJjsuoa pUB paqdiui apnpui pUB oj puajxa qBqs- 
,, aajsnjj „ puB ,, jsriij „ spjoA\ aqj ‘uoijdaoxa , -aaisn^i „ „‘isnjx » 

siqj qjiAV ‘jnq ‘ aSBSjjoui jo Xbaj Xq pa . 

-XaAUOo ajBjsa ub oj juappui saijnp aqj UBaui jou qBqs jsnjj^ „ 
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“ Person.” 


“ Person ' shall include any company 
or association, or body of persons, whether 
incorporated or not : 

Words importing tlae singular number only shall extend to several 

persons or things ; words importing the 
I um er : en er. plural number shall apply to one person 

or thing ; words importing the masculine gender shall extend to a 
female. 

3. The powers and authorities given by this Act to the High 

Courts shall and may be exercised only m 
cases to which English law is applicable, 
and may be exercised with respect to pro- 
perly witliin the local limits of the extraordinary original civil juiisdiction 
of the said Courts respectively. 

4 . When any lunatic or person of unsound mind shall hold any 

High Court may convey immoveale property upon any trust or by 
estates of iunanc trustees way 01 mortgage, it Shall be laWiUl 
and mortgagees; tl;je High Court to make an order that 

such property be vested in such person or persons in such manner 


High Court to have juris- 
diction in what cases. 


and for such estate as the said Court shall direct ; and the 


shall have tlie same effect as if the trustee or mortgagee had been 
sane, and had duly executed a conveyance of the property in the same 
manner for the same estate. 

5. When any lunatic or person of unsound mind shall be 

A I. to any contingent right in any immoveable 

and may convey contingent ‘-•‘v *8 o ' c 

rights. ^ ^ ^ , property upon any trust or by waj oi 

mortgage, it shall be lawful for the High Court to make an or 
wholly releasing such propeyfy from such contingent r^ht, or isp s 
of the same to such person dr’^persons as the said H'^h 
direct ; and the order shall have the same effect as n the ™ . 

mortgagee had been sa^, and had duly executted a deed so r a 
or deposing of the contingent right. 

or person of unsound mind shall be solely 
entitled to any stock or Gov^mmen 
securities, or to anything in acuon p 
any trust or by way of mortgage, it sns 
be lawful for the _ High Court to 
order vesting in any person or persons the right or 

or Government securities, or to receive the dividends, j 
income tlier-eof, oV to sue for and recover such thing in ac i > 
n terest in respect thereof ; 


6. When any lunatic 

High Court may transfer 
stock or Government securi- 
ties of lunatic trustees and 
mortgagees. 
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3° ‘XD iil^V A}iao[Ej\i uBipuj 9i|j „ aas 'aoutui p uoi^iugap jo^ * 

•3qSu 

^tiaSupuoo aq:^ jo Suisodsip xo SuisBapa os paap b papoaxa i(pp p^q 
ptre ‘XjuofBui siq pauiB^iB pBq aouicu aq; ji sb pajja auiBS aqj aABq 
ipqs japjo aqi puB i pajtp pnoQ piBS aq^ sb suosjad jo ucsJad 

qons oj auiBS aipjo Suisodsip jo ‘^qSu juaSupuoo qons uiOJj Xyadojd 
qons SuisBapj ifqoqAX japjo ub aqBui o; iJtio^ q°iH sq? JOj injA\Bi 
q ‘oSbSjJOXII jo ^CbM. /(q jo jsnjj ‘saaSE^jjom puB sas^sna^ 
/(uB uodn /(padojd aiqBaAOUioii Kub ui P ^pSu luaguquoo 

jqSu juaSupuoo Xire oi papptia eq qBqs jouita Xub sjaqM '8 

•ajBjsa auiBs aq> joj 

jauuBoi auiBs aqj ui Xpadojd aq; jo aaUB^aAUoo b papoaxa X[np psq 
puB ‘XjuotBcu siq pauiBqB ptq aaSBSjJOOi jo aa^snj; jouiui aqj ^ SB 
joapa auiBs aqj OABq jpqs japjo aqi pUB f pajip ipqs 3jnoQ piBS 
aip SB ajBpa qons joj puB jauUBtn qons U| suosjad jo uo&iad qons 
ui XpadoJd qons SupsaA japjo ub aqBui "saaSEaiJocu 

OJ JJn03 qSipj aqj joj jnjA\BJ aq JJBqS ji puB saajsnaa jouuo jo saj-Bjsa 
‘aSBSjjoui JO Xba\ i(q jo jsnjj Xub uodn Aeui jjnoQ najH 

Xpadoid oiqBaAOuiuii Xub pjoq qBqs ^^Jouira Xub joAauaq^Y '3 

•juioddB Xbui jjnoQ piBS aqj suosiad jo 
uosjad Xub ut joajaqj padsai ui jsojajui Xub jo ‘uoipb ui Siiiqj qons 
jOAOoaj puB joj ans oj jo 'joaiaqi aoioour jo ‘isaiajui 'spuapiAip aqj 
aAiaoaj oj, jo ‘sapunoas joaumjaAOj) jo qoojs qons jojsubjj oj jqSu 
aqj SupsaA lapjo ub aqBUi oj pnoQ qSijq aqj joj inj^i^Bj aq qsqs ji 
‘uosjod pasBaoap b jo JOjBJismiuipB jo jojnoaxa aqj sb puiui punosun 
JO uosjad JO opBunj Xub ui pajsaA oq qBqs uoijob ui SuiqjXuB uaqAV 
JO ‘puiUI punosun jO UOSJad jo OIJBU •suo>-'jsd passaa 

•n| B SI JOJBJJSIUIUxpB JO JOjnoaxa aSOqAV -ap p saijunoas juauiojaAOO 

uosiad pasBaoap Xub jo atuBU aq; ui aajsuBjj oj jaAvoj 

“uipuBis aq [jBqs sapunoas juauiuaAOQ jo qoojs Xub uaq^ •£, 

puioddB Xbui jjnoQ qSijq piBS aqj suosjad 
JO uosjad jaqjo Xub qjLVi. jaqjaSoj suosjad jo uosjad pauopuaoi-jsBj 
ipns Uj jo ‘pjBSOJOjB SB pappua XpUjof os suosiad jo uosjad qons 
ui Jaqqa ‘joojaqj padsaa ui pojajui Xub jo ‘uopoB u; Suiqi qons 
jOAOoaj puB JOJ ans O) jo ‘joajaqi auiooui jo ‘pajajui ‘spuapiAap 
aqj OAiaoaj oj jo 'sapunoas juamujaAOQ jo qoojs qons jajsUBij oj 
jqSu oqj SupsaA japjo ub aqBUi oj pnoQ piBS atp joj jnjA\B{ aq qBqs ?i 
‘a^BSjJora jo Xba\, Xq jo pnij Xub uodn ‘tiopoB ui Suiqj jo 'sapunoas 
•juauiujoAO^ JO qoojs Xub oj puiui punosun jo uosjad jo opBunj Xub“ 
ipiAV Xpuiof papijua aq qBqs suosjad jo uosjad Xub a^qA^. pire 
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I TRUSTEES. [Act XXVII. 

10 . When any person solely holding any immoveable properly 

High Court may convey ^rust shall be OUt of the juriS- 

estate of trustee ouc of juris- diction of the High Court, or cairaot 
diction of Court. Ijg found, it shall be la\vful for the said 

Court to make an order vesting such property in such person or 
persons, in such manner and for such estate as the said Court shall 
direct, and the order shall have the same effect as if the trusiee had 
duly executed a conveyance of fhe property in the same manner and 
for the same estate. 

11 . When any person or persons shall hold any immoveable 

property in trust jointly with a person not 
«r£f\.h;”rr'pe“L Zl! will, in the jurisdiction o! die High ^ 
I pi moveable property m trust Or who CamiOt 06 founu, it Shall DC IJIW 
jointly with persons out of fgj- ^e Said Court to make an order vest- 
jurisdiction. property in the person or persons 

so jointly holding, or in such last-mentioned person or persons 
together with any other person or persons, in such manner arid or 
such estate as the said Court shad direct; and the order shall ave 
the same effect as if the trustee out of the jurisdiction, or who 
be found, had duly executed a conveyance of the property in t re sa 
manner for the same estate. 

12. When any person solely entitled to a contingent right m 

Contingent rights of trus- any immoveable FOP^ /iP®" [, 

tees. shall be out of the jurisdiction of the H gn 

Court, or cannot be found, it shall be lawtul for the sai 
make an order wholly releasing such propeity from such ^ 
right, or disposing of the same to such person or persons ^ 

Court shall direct ; and the order shall have the same ^ ‘ 

the trustee had duly executed a conveyance so releasing or . ] - o 
of the contingent right. 

13. When any person Jointly enimedw^^^ 

High Court may make 
order where persons jointly 
entitled with others out of 


persons to a contingent right m any 
moveable property upon any tnis- - ^ 
,he jurisdiclm of I . 


entitled with others out ot be out of luc ' |.„]U;e hW- 

jurisdiction to contingent Court, Or cannot be found, a s ■ 
ngnc in immoveable proper- Court to make an 

disposing of :he person or 

person out of the junsdiction, or who cannot be found, , ^_jpr.p(.ciied 
pel sons so jointly entitled as aforesaid, or to suci gi}j 

person or persons together wnth any other person 0 p ,iirisd>^' 
the order shall have the same effect as if the trustee ou 


■Xjjsdojd qons ui p[Oq ‘souaj 

-sjxs oiui Suimoa uodn ‘pinoA\ suosaad moqun p ss^p jo uosjsd ujoq . 
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qons ut pSu poSuiuioo qons tuojj /CyadoJd qons aSjEqosip pun 3 SEa{ 3 j 
XqoqAV ijips iioiqAv jopjo UE oqciu 03 jjnoo qSiH Ipqs 

;j ‘ 3 snji /(uE uodn X 3 Jodojd qons ppq ‘p9J3q3 303ds9j ui ‘pjnOAv ‘souo) 
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-un p SSEp JO UOSJOd UJOqun UE ui iqSu “joqun 30 ^qgiJ ^uaSuijuo^ 
lUoSunuoo B 03 333 [qns si ^(ijodojd opESAomrai Xue uoq^ ’l,j 

•33E3S3 3UIES 3q3 JOj J3UUEUI 3tuES 3q3 UI XiJsdoJd sqj 
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qEqs 3! ‘sosiAop Jo jpq siq si oq-A UA\ocn[ sq 30U quqs 31 puE ‘poip 3AEq 
I{Eq5 JO ‘jpq UB 3noq3!AV .(tjsdojd qons 
03 SB OlBlSSttl! paip 3AEq qcqs 3SnJ3 Xue snip e^isnit 

■uodn A 3 iodojd oiqBSAOmrai Xub Suippq uosjod ^iuE U3q^\^ '.QT 

■OIE3SO -OIUBS 3q3 JOJ J3UUBIU OUIBS Oq 3 UI iljodojd 3 q 3 JO POUBiCSA 
-uoo B p 3 ino 5 X 3 A'[np pBq ooisnji 3sv[ 3 q 3 ji sb 30353 ouibs oq 3 oaeij jpqs 
jopjo 0C[) pUE f 303J|p {[Cqs UnOQ piES 3 q 3 SE 33E3S3 qons JOJ pUE J3U 
-UEtu qons tii suosjsd jo uosJsd qons uj X3J3dojd qons Suiisoa 
jspjo UE oqEux 03 3 Jn 03 qSiH ^qi -lOJ PJavei aq pEqs 31 ‘prap 
JO SuiAi[ oq Bti jaqiaqAv 'i( 3 J 3 dojd qons ppq SAEq 03 ua\ou 31 3SEj 333 snj 3 
aqj 01 SE ‘llAvOuq oq 3011 jpqs 3t pUJ 'pBap jo Suiai] oa^si’.j^ jsej 
■‘jsnj] XuB uodn Xljodojd OpEOAOmUIt .{oE JanisM" uiBjjaoun 
ppq OAEq i[Bqs suosjad jo uosJsd sjoui jo 3 U 0 Xue ojsq^ ’gj 

•33B3S3 3U1ES 3q3 JOJ J3UUEUI 

auiES oq3 ut iCiJsdojd oqj jo ooubXsauoo e psinosxs Xjnp pEq S 333 SnJ 3 
qons JO JOAiAjns 3 q 3 ji sb 30050 ouies sip SAxq pnqs jopjo oq3 puE 
5 joojjp {[Eqs 3 Jno 3 piES oip se 33E3S3 qons joj puE jauuEUi qons ui 
suosjad jo uosjod ipns ui XiJadojd qons Sui.soa jopjo he oijEui 03 
3jno3 qSij-j oip JOJ |npv\Ei aq jpqs 31 ‘joaeuhs 343 sea\ s333Suj3 qons jo 
qoupw unqjooun oq jpqs 31 pUE ‘jsnjj ^(uB •paAiAJns saatsiuj iBjaAas 
uodn XlJOdOJd OjqEOAOUimi .(uE Suppq uiBijaaun uaq^ 

/CputpC saosjod 3J0iu jo oav 3 uosq oAEq jpqs 3J3q3 siaqM 

qqSu juoSupuoo oqj jo Suisodsip jo SuiSEspj 
os oDUEXaAUoo E pojnooxo Xjnp pnq ‘punoj aq jouueo oqAi, jo ‘uop 
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18. In every case, where any person holds or shall hold, jointly 

Power to make order for 0" any immoveable property, or is 

esting estate on refusal or OT shall be entitled to a Contingent right 
eghct of trustee to convey therein Atpon any trust, and a demand shall 

made upon such trustee by a 
person entitled to require a conveyance of such properly, or a duly- 
authorized agent of such last-mentioned person, requiring such trustee 
to convey the same, or to release such contingent right, it shall be law- 
ful for the High Court, if the said Court shall be satisfied that sucli 
trustee has wilfully refused or neglected to convey, the said property for 
the space of twenty-eight days after such demand, to make an order 
vesting such property in such person or persons in such manner and 
for such estate as the Court shall direct, or releasing such contingent 
right in such manner as the Court shall direct ; and the said order 
shall have the same effect as if the trustee had duly executed a con- 
veyance of the property, or a release of such right, in the same manner 
and for the same estate. 


19. When any person to whom any immoveable property has 
' • I conveved by W3.y of inoilGfsgc sbtill 

Power to convey in place ^een uy >ya;r v o o 

of niortc:?;^ee. have died ^v]thout havins; entered into tlio 

possession or into the receipt of the rents and profits thereof, an e 

money due in respect of such mortgage shall have been pai o . 
person entitled to receive the same, or such last-mentioned person ^ 
consent to an order for the re-conveyance or vesting of f 
then in any of the following cases it shall be lawful for the 'S 

to make an order vesting such-property in such persori or pe 

such manner and for such estate as the said Court shall direc , 

an heir or devisee of such mortgagee shall be out of the 

jurisdiction of the High Court, or cannot be found ; 

when an heir or devisee of such mortgagee shall, upon ^ 
by a person entitled to require a conveyance of such cmtcd in 

■duly-authorized agent of such last-mentioned person, la' ■ 
writing that he will not convey the same, or shall not .^pycy, 

for the space of twenty-eight days next after a proi^r entitled 

ing such property shall have been tendered to him by a P“ , ; 

as aforesaid, or a duly-authorized agent of such last-men 

when it shall be uncertain which of several devisees of sue i m 
gagee was the survivor ; i i .• es o‘ 

whrm it shall be uncertain as to the sunnvor of ^ 

■such mortgagee, or as to the heir of such mortgagee, ' 
living or dead : 


‘spuapiAip sq; saisosj oi jo ‘ssqunoss psuiajSAOg jo qoojs qons 
, J3JSUBJ] 0 ] ;qgtj aqj SupsoA jspjo ire o? iJnoQ pres aq} joj injArej 
aq qeqs q ‘jsnj; Aas uodn uoipB tti Suiq^ jo sapunoas juauiujaAOQ jo 
. qoojs XuTi 0} ‘pBap jo Suiaij aq aq jaqpqAv 
urejjaoun aq q'cqs q luoqAV Suituaauoo -ojpsunf jo jno ssa^snj) ijiim 
JO ‘punoi aq puuto OqAV jo ‘qnoo qSlR P®“!°f sanunoas luauiujaAorj 
aqj JO uoijoipsijn[ aq^ jo jno uosjad iuB ■*" “®MM 

qjtA\ pappua Xpuiof aq p^qs suosjad jo uosjad Xub uaq^ “IS 

•opjaqj p^nsjnd auop aq oi pajquuad jo auop 
spB pB joj sjuBAjas puB sjaopjo Jiaqi puB saipioos jo saiuBduioa pB o% 
aSjBqosip pUB iCqtraiapui ajajdraoa puB pnj b aq pBqs py siqj puB 

i japjo aqj ui paoiBu aq cq suosJad 
JO uosjad aqi oj qoois aip ‘Suujojsubji U[ tiiof ao ‘jajsuBJj oj aouo 
5 B ippos JO XuBduioa qons jo jaopjo Xub jo /Cipajoas aqj Suipajip 
japjo ttB oqBui 01 ‘juoiuaAUOD ajoui paiuaap aq q ji ‘uno^ qSiH 
JOj injiVVEi osjB peqs q ‘pa;;S|iqBisa aq oi JO paqspqpsa Xppos jo 
^UB draoo .{uB JO sqooq aip ui ajqBjajsuBJi qoois <(aB JajsuBii oi iqSu am 
suosjad jo uosjad A^ub Ui SupsoA lapjo ub aqBOi oj pajqBua aq ‘py siqj 
JO suoisiAOjd aqj aapun ‘pBqs pno 3 qSijj aqj ajaqAi. asBO Ajoao uj 

'py siqi jo suois 

-lAOid aqi japun pBq OABq ‘asBO JBjnopiBd aqi ui ‘ppo-iA qnoQ qSjH 
aip' JO japjo UB SB ‘iqSu luaSupuoo aqi jo Suisodsjp jo SuiSBOjOi jo 
^iCjiadojd aqi SuiXoauoo ut ‘paga auiBS aqi babij ‘paiuioddB si aq qoiqAv 
Xq ' Japjo oip JO souai oip qiiAi. XquiJOjuoo ui uaqAv ‘pBqs ‘paiuiod 
-dB os uosjad aip jo uopisodsip jo asBapi jo PouBXaAUoo aqi puB 

i iqSu luaSupuoo qons jo asodsip jo asBapi jo ‘.Cuad 
-Oid qons XaAUOO oi uosjad b SupuioddB japjo uu aqBui oi ‘luaiuaAUOO 
ajooi patuaap aq q pjnoqs ‘pno^ qSijj sqi -loj Pjaabj aq osjb peqs q 
'ujoqun JO luoq ‘suosjad jo uosjad ^ub jo iqSu luaSunuoo atp jo uop 
-isodsip JO asBajaj b jo paga aip SuiABq jo ‘Apadoid aiqBaAOUiiui iuB 

JO aoUB-foAUOO B JO pUgO nip SuIABIJ JapJO 'SOStJO uiiijjaD UI iCaAuoD O} 

OB oqBiu OJ pajqBua aq ‘py siip jo suoistA uosasd luioddu oi jdavo^ 
-ojd aqi jopun ‘pBqs jjno^) il°!H njaqA\ nsuo Ajbao uj ‘QS 

•ajBlsa auiBS aqi joj pUB jauuBui auiBS aqj ui A^padojd aqj jo 
a0UB.(aAU00 b popoaxa iipp puq ‘oq Xbui asBO aip sb ‘aaspap SuiAiAjns 
JO ‘aasuap jo Jiaq aqj ji sb paga acuBs aip aABq pBqs sasBO SuipSajoj 
aqi JO auo -Cub ut apEtu pnoQ qSij-j pres aqi jo. japJO aqj puB 

f aasiAap lo iiaq siq st 

oqAx UAVonq aq jou jpqs q pire ‘paip OABq pBqs jo ‘jpq ub inoqiui. piiB- 
Xpadojd !(ons o; sb ajBisajui paip a.vBq puqs aaSaSpoiu qons uaqA\. 
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■}0U ijTOs It ‘usAiS uanq SAiaq quqs saputio -paDPltiaj unsiad 

-9S ;U91UUJOAO0 JO qoois /{UT3 SuiUJSO SJSMod jo uoi;cuiiuaaj_ 
-uoD uno3 qSifj oqj p jopio qons /Cub jo SuquAv ut sopou jsqv 


•ajiLiu tianq oABq jpqs pouippddB qons ooBjd ssoqAv ui uosiad 
pqi 30 uoiiisinbni oq^ qqAv SuiA'jdmoo ui poqmtuopui uooq OABq pjnoAV 
/aqi sc poiuioddc os suosjod jo uosjod 

qons JO suojnsinboj oqj ipuv Sui/Cjdinoo ui jiuiuapui 

poijiutuopui jCjpnbo oq qv.qs ptic 'opera uooq oAcq jjcqs luorapipdde 
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-qodraoo pue putioq uooq oAcq pjnoAv suosjod jo suopcioossc 'soiucd 
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oq qcqs suosiod qc puc 'JOAO)cqA\ suopcioossc puc soiucdraoo qv 
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spoop ijC 0)000X0 O) pojowodrao puc po7ijoq)nc iCqojsq ojc po'.upddc 
os suosJod JO uosjod oqi uodnoioq) jrac ! XiSlupjoooc jsoa qcqs jqSu 
]bSo[ qons binoQ qSq-j oip. Xq ponqoddc 

suosiod JO UOSJod Xuc UI sonjjnoos pora ‘qani*; jajsucj) O) jqSij )r3 
-UJOAO3 JO qoo’.s Xue O) )qSiJ oq) SuqsoA jspjo jo aaajjH 

pv sup jopun opera uooq OAcq jjcqs JopJo Xuc oJoq^Y 'Qg 

uuioddc Xctu )jno3 

pies oq) raoq.\) suosiod jo uosjod Xuc ui 'joojoip oraooui jo )sojo) 
-tit ‘spuopiAip oqi OAPOOJ oj JO 'soiiunoos tuoraiuoAOQ jo qoDis qons 
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JO ‘soptinoos juoraujOAOQ jO qoois qons jojsucj) O) osnjoi jo loojSou 
qcqs JOivJisiuirapc jo joinooxo qons JO ‘pcop JO Sutaij oq jojcjisiuirapc 
jo JOjnooxo tpns joqioqAv uiojooun oq qcqs ji JO 'puiioj oq jouuuo jo 
‘jino3 qStj-i oqi jo uonoipsiinC oqi jo ino -unsjad 

gq quqs JOlWlSlUirapC jo joinooxo siq puc pascoanp m auicu (Ji 3 tit 
‘uosiod JlOSCOOOp C JO oracu OJOS Otp Ul -puejs ‘’oas ' 5 ) 30 ts 
Suiputns oq sopiinoos juorauiOACO 10 qoojs Xuc uoqA\ ‘f'S 
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TRUSfESS. 


io 


[Act XXVU. of 1866.3 


51 . Upon any petition under tiiis Act being presented to the 

Suit ,nay be directed. be lawful for the said 

Court to postpone making any order upon 
such petition, until the right of the {'<elitioner shall have been declared 
in a suit duly instituted for that jnirposc. 

52 . Kver}' order made or purporting to be made under this Act 
Indemnity to persons ob- by thc High Court shall be a complete 

eying orders under .Act. indemnity to all persous whatsoever for 
any act done pursuant thereto ; and it shall not be necessary for such 
persons to enquire concerning the propriety of such order, or whether 
the High Court has jurisdicuon to make the same. 

53. Any order made hy die High Court under this Act shall 
Execution .and eftect of have the Same effect, and be e.\ecuted in 

urders. the Same imumer, as a decree. 

, 54. This Act may be cited as “The 

Indian Trustee Act, 1S66.” 

55 . \ Application of Act to Straits SttlUminls,\ Ripcald 
by ihe Rtptahng Act [XV!~ 0/ iSyf). 



ACT KXVlll, OF 1866 .* 

The Trustees’ aud Bfortgagees’ Powers Act, 1866. 

R.ECEIVJID THE G.-G/s Assent on the 24TH October 

1866. 


An Ad to give to Trxtsiees, Mortgagees, and others, in cases to which 
English Law is applicable, certain Powers now commonly in- 
serted in Settlements, Mortgages, and Wills, and to amend the 
Law of Property, and relieve Trustees. 


Whereas it is expedient that, in cases to which English law is 

applicable, certain powers and provi- 
sions usually inserted in settlements, 
mortgages, wills, and other instruments, should be made incident 


Preamble. 


^ The Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill which was passed 
into law as Act XXV^III. of 1866 has not been published ; for Proceedings 
in Council relating to the Bill, see Gazette of India^ 1866, Supplement, 
pp. 416, 417, 4g4i 531. 

Act XXVIII. of 1866 has been declared to be in force in the whole of 
British India except as regards the Scheduled Districts, by the Laws Local 
Extent Act (XV. of 1874), s 3. 

It has been declared, by notification under s. 3 {a) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following scheduled 
districts, namely ; — 

West Jalpaiguri, the Western Hills of Darjiling, the Darjiling Tarai, 
and the Damron Sub-division of the Darjiling District.— Gazette of 
India, 1881, Pt, L, p. 74. 

The Districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga. and Manbhum, and Pargana 
Dhalbhum, and the Kolhan in the District of Singbhum. — See Gazette of 
India, 1881, Pt. I., p. 504. 

The scheduled portion of the Mirzapur District. — See Gazette of India, 
1879, Pt. L, p, 383. 

Jaunsar BaWar. — See Gazette of India, 1879, Pt. L, p, 382. 

The District of Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan 
and Dera Ghazi Khan.— Gazette of India, i886, Pt I., p. 48. 

The District of Sylhet.— 5 ^^ Gazette of India, 1879, Pt. I., p- 631. 

The rest of Assam (except the North Lushai Hills). — See Gazette of 
India, 1897. P 299. 

It has been declared, by notification under s. 3 ( 3 ) of the same 
Act, not to be in force in the Scheduled District of Lahaul. — See Gazette 
of India, i886, Pt., I., p. 301. 


2,000. — 3-11-1912. 


Act XXVIll., 
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ij trustees' and mortgagees' powers. [Act XXVIIl. 

y to the estates ot the persons interested, so as to dispense wiih the 
•'i necessity of inserting the same in terms in every such instrument, 
/ and that in such cases trustees should be relieved; It is enacted 
r as follows : — 

1 . In the construction of this Act, unlees there be sorae- 

Interpretation-clause. ■ repugnant in the subject or con- 

text, — 


“ immoveable pro perty ” shall include land, any benefit to 

Immoveable property.” ‘^ingS attached 

to the earth or permanently fastened to 
anything which is attached to the earth : 


“ mortgage ” shall be taken to include every instrument by 
“■ Mortgage.” virtue whercof immoveable property is 

in any manner conveyed, pledged, or 
charged as security for the repayment of money or money’s worth 

lent, and to be reconveyed or released on sati.sfaction of the debt: 


mortgagor.” shall be taken to irjclude every person by 
wh om any such conveyance, pledge, 
or charge as aforesaid shall be made : 


Mortgagor.” 


\ 


“ mortgagee ’ 
Mortgagee.” 


shall be take n to include every person to whow 
or in w hose favo ur any such conveyance, 
pledge, or cha rge as aforesaid is made 
or transferred : and 


“ High Court ” means any Court established or to be estab 

« High Court.” Wished under Statute 24 & ^5 ^ 

104, and includes the Chief ton 
of the Punjab and the Chief Court of Lower Burma. * * 


It has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of of 
mentioned Act, to the Scheduled Districts of Kumaon and Garhival.-'J^' 
Gazette of India, 1876, Pt. I., p, 606. - » 

This Act is based on “ the Law of Property Amendment Act, 

(22 & 23Vict., c. 35). and 23 & 24 Viet., c. 145. This Act has since 
repealed by 44 & 45 Viet., c. 41, s. 71, and 45 & 46 Viet., c. 38, s- 04 - ^ 

t Certai n words referring to the Straits Settlements, repealed oy 
, Repealing Act (XVL of 1874) have here been omitted. 


•of i8i5.j 


riil/Sl'iJES AN'D .''lOETCiACraES' POWERS. 


Poiven 0/ Trmuu for SaU, Srfc.. ani Trmtm of RcnmobU 

Lecischolds^ 

2* * * § f In all cases wiiere by any will, deed, or other instrument 

Trustees empowered to sell Settlement, it is expressly declared 
may sell in lots, and either that trustees or other person therein 
by publ. .ucnon or privo.o ^.ned or indicated shaluTve a Xa? 

of sale, either generally or in any parti- 
cular event, over any immoveable property named or referred To in 
or from time to lime subject to tne uses or trusts of, such will' 
deed ; or other instrument, it snail be lawful for sucn trustees or 
other persons, whether such property be vested in them or not, 
to exercise sucn power of sale by selling sucn property, either 
together or in lots, and either by public auction or private contract 
and either at one time or at several times. * 

3. It shall be lawful for the persons making any such 
Sale may he made under Sale to insert any such special or other 
special conditions, and trus- Stipulations, either as to title or evi- 
tees may buy m, &C. Otherwise, in any 

conditions of sale or contract for sale as they shall think fit; and 
also to buy in the property or any part thereof at any sale by auc- 
• tion, and to rescind or vary any contract for sale, and to resell the 
property which shall be so bought in, or as to which the contract 
shall be so rescinded, without being responsible for any loss which 
may be occasioned thereby ; 

and no purchaser under any such sale shall be bound to en- 
quire whetner tlie persons making itie same may or may not have 
in contemplation any particular re-investment of the purchase- 
money in the purchase of any other property or otherwise. 

4. ■'*§11 For the purpose of completing any such sale as 
Trustees exercising power aforesaid, the persons empowered to 
■of sale, &c., empowered to sell as aforesaid shall have full power 
convey. to convey or otherwise dispose of the 

property in question in such manner as may be necessary. 


* Ss. 2 to 5 and 32 to 37 shall be repealed in the territories to which 
the Indian Trusts Act (II. of 1882) for the time being extends or^ is exten- 
ded . — See 3. 2 of that Act. 

t Compare 23 & 24 Viet., c. I 45 i s- 

f Compare idid, s. 2. 

§ See foot-note (t) on last.preceding page. 

J Compare 23 & 24 Viet., c. 14S (which is now repealed the 
Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1882— Stat. 44 & 4S Vi 
- and Settled Land Act, 1882— Stat. 4S ^ 4^ Viet., c. 38), s. 3. 



trustees' and mortgagees’ powers. [Act XXVIII. 



5.*t The money so received upon any such sale as aforesaid 
Money arising from sale® shall be laid out in tiie manner indi- 
^ Qated in that behalf in the will, deed, 
or instrument containing the power of 
sale ; 


to be laid out in manner in 
dicated in will, &:c. 


and, until the money to be received upon any sale as aforesaid 
Until so laid out, money to shall be SO disposed of, the same shall 
be invested in Government be invested at interest in Government 
securities. securiti es for the benefit of such persons 

as would be entitled to the benefit of the money, and the interest 
and profits thereof, in case such mone y were then actually laid out 
as aforesaid ; 


Provided that, if the will, deed, or instrument shall contain 
no such indication, the persons empowered to sell as aforesaid shall 
invest the money so received upon any such sale in their names 
upon Government securities in India, and the interest of such 
securities shall be paid and appi ied to s uch person or persons for 
such purposes and in such m anner as the rents and profits of the 
property sold as aforesaid would have been payable or applicable 
in case such sale had not been made. 


Powers of Morigagees.% 

6.§ Where any principal money is secured or charged by 
Powers incident to mort- deed on any immoveable property, or 
iges. on any interest therein, the person to 

hom such money shall for the time being be payable, is 
secutors, administrators, and assigns, shall, at any time a er 
rpiration of one year from the time when such pnncipa noon y 
lall have become payable, according to the terms o t e , 
r after any interest on such principal money shall ave ® 
near for six months, or after any omission to pay P 
a any insurance which, by the terms of the deed, , 

aid by the person entitled to the property sub|ec 

ive the following DOwers to the same renn creaiina the 

they had been in terms conferred by the person ere l g 

rarge, namely : — — 


* See foot-note (t) on page 2, 
f Compare ibid s. 4 - 


t Compare ibid s. 4 - to certain English mortgages, 

t As to the apphcation of ss. etoiptO cert I, Act 

* the Transfer of Property Act (IV. of s. 09, 

ILof 188s, s,S^ • 

§ Compare 23 & 24 Vict., c. i 4 Si 
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and the residue of such money shall be paid to the person 
' entitled to the property subject to the charge, his executors^ 
administrators or assigns, as the case may be. 

10 . * The person exercising the power of sale hereby con- 

ferred shall have power by deed to 
Conveyance to purchaser. QQ^yey Or assign to, and vest in, the 

Durchaser the property sold, for all the estate and interest therein 
which the person who created the charge had power to dispose 

Provided that nothing herein contained shall 
authorize the mortgagee of a 

thp fee-simole of the property comprised therein m cases wne 
Sbe mwgagor could^ive disposea of such fee-s,mple af d>e 
date of the mortgage. 

11. f At any time after the power of sale hereby conferred 

^ „ shall have become exerciseable, the 

Owner of charge may call entitled to exercise the same 

from the person entitled to the property subject ^ relating to 
the deeds and documents in his possession o p 
Se same property, or to the title there t^ wh ch he wo^d 

been entitled to demand and then 

been conveyed, appointed, i„,.„st which the person 

vested in, him for all the estate and interest wmcn n 

creating the charge had power to dispose ot , 

and where the legal estate shall be a*person equitably 

the person entitled to a charge J ghall be entitled to 

entitled, or any purchaser from such P® extent as the 

call for a conveyance of legal estate th 
person creating the charge could have cai 
veyance if the charge had not been made. 

124 Axy P'='S°" ™-“lment’ o? a°"rec°eWe?ar aforesaFd 
Appomln.nnl of receivor. ,„m time to jtae,j 

Ot persons has or have been such persons to 

that purpose, appoint such person o 

be receiver, or if no p erson be so nauicu, __ 


♦ Compare idtii, s. x5* ^ 

f Compare 23 & 24 Viet., c, f 4 Si 
Compare ibid, s. 17 . 
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nasrzKs' i:oaruAu;K-s' S'ov<‘ku5- 


r 


delivered to the per^cn ur My oua ot the petiOn-s atuUled to the 
{.If jjicrty . ubjeci to tiic ch.iriti*, or atiucsi cu some conspicuous 
pan cJ I! c propeny. jctjuirc .mcsi IJH'.-mcntioucd pcf.'im or 
petsosa^ 1 1 .i’pp.;jni ,i !u .imi pt'>p-r {tcf-vin as receiver, and ii no 
such .t’lp' nitninu be made witnm ten jiays after such rcqui.siiion, 
thenmiy in .ippomi .luy p-r^on ite may thitik fit. 

No {ef-cm M.dl uc inclieiblc (nr tfm oliice cf receiver 
racfeiy i.cCiU c ne !.' ui olliccr n! t.ie Ui^b Caun. 


i3-* Every receiver app .inled Ai afore.’ mi stiall l>e deemed 
Ktr,ir scr dr. >-tJ su Pr !h>’ agent ot the pctson entitled 

Aureal’} i! c sr, lic-iT’f. to Uic prcpcrty ..ubject to the charge, 
•Ahu n..iU !>c '1 !clv lop'Oi’ibh.' tor h!.t act-j or defaults, unless 
oihrr'.v.,ve pur.'.acd tor iu tfic cOarge. 


^ tcccACf % 


I4.f Every tcccivcr appointed as afore ^aid ^h:lli have power 

to I'.cmaud \t.d recover ana give 
c'Uectut! receipts far .til tlm terns, j.'.'Uca, 
ar.dpf<fi!>m '.tie property oi -.viiic'n ne is .rppriimed itcc-.ver, by 
suit. iliare'S or nmerw^e, sn t;.-: nuu; e.ther of tiie persou 
entitled ;o t;.e projictiy i.uuj.:ct t-i trie cli irge, or o* tne person 


entitled i j Hut nv-ney -ecured uy tlic charge, to liie full 
the * t.r tot-crcj'. v.-uico, ttm pet.snn who 
hs,d pr.wcr to di'P ise ot. 


-i.t of 

cre.iicd the charge 


Id { Ev ty receiver appointed .ih aforesaid may be removed 
Kce(...cf .n-a,. l... feinnvciJ, ti)* the hke authority, or 00 the like 
Ai-.u nc-c Kc-cAcis. requihttion a.^ before provided \v»ih 

re-; ec: to me m'ginil appnmim'mt of a receiver, and new 

rccctvcf’ til .v he appointed from time to time. 

16 S Every receiver appointed as afurcs.iid .shall be entitled 
ttecciver t. receive cm- rciam out Of any money received by 
moiiCfi m,j fxrccani,; 5 |‘cr inin, 1(1 lieu 01 ail costs, charges and 
cent, eXpciise.s whatsoever, SUCn a ootu- 

misSiOn, not exceeding five yif ctniuvi iivx liie gross amount of all 
money receivect, as snail be specified in ids .ippoinimenP .arid if no 
amount siiatl be so specified, men five per cir.ium on suen gross 
amount. 


• Compare 33 .it 2.| Viet., c. t.}5, 9. 18. 
■f Coinp.ife ibid, a, 19. 



•C -s ‘SE -0 '‘PIA ajEdiHOO 4. 

•Z 's 'EE -0 '-lOiA Cz puB zz ajEdmo^ , 


•uiiq oj SuiSuoiaq jo psjjoqB uoij 
-BAJ3SPI jsqjo JO JU9I pauonJoddB aqj jo josdssj n; uoisjsasj atp jo 
4lBd siq oj juappui sb tuiq 01 psAJasaJ uasq pzq SJ3A\od jo suofjfp 
'Uoo qons ji SB jsuubui sqq ai ‘uopBAjasaj jaqjo jo jusj ibuiSijo aqj 
JO juatdiiBd'UOu joj -(jiua-aj jo sjsAvod jo suonipuoo jjB jo jgsuaq 
aqi oj papnua aq puB aABq ‘uiiq oj SuiSuojaq JO pauoqB uouBAJas 
-aj Jaqjo jo jusj pauouJoddE aqi jo padsaj ui ‘HBqs uoisjaAPJ aqj 
jo jJBd qOBa jo aauSissB aqj ‘pauotiJod 'sasw uiB^jao ui Ajpa-aj jo 
-dB ^ilBSaj SI uouBAJasaJ jaqjo jo’juaj suopipuoDpjuauiuonioddv 

aqj puB ‘pajaAas si asBaj b uodn uoisjaAai sqi aJsqM ‘ISS 

•asuaoq qons jo joafqns aqj jou i{jjadojd jo sisajaiui JO saJBqs 
aqi JO loadsaj ui jo joao aojoj qnj uj uiEuiaj pBqs ^{jjua-aj jo jq^ri 
qons pq ‘A^jadojd “uiuiBuiaj jo sisajajui Jo saJBqs qons jo padsai 
ut JO JaAO (sq ^Btn asBO aqi sb) Xpadojd aqj 10 isai aqi jo joumo 
JO aassaf aqi iq jo ‘Xjjadojd aqi ui sisajaiui jo sajBqs jaqio aqi jo 
‘sjauAio JO JauMO jo ‘saassaj-oo JO aassaj-oo aqi <{q uoiiipuoo jo iub 
- uaAOO aqi jo qoBajq ^CuB jo asBO ui Xiiua-aj jo iqSu aqi qsinSuiixa 
JO /(ojisap 01 aiBjado lou qBqs asuaoq qons ladoid qons jo Xjuo 
JJBd JO loadsaj ui piBsaiojB sb job qons laqio Xub op 01 jo ‘<{ijadojd 
aqi JO ifiuo JJBd laj-japun jo uSissb 01 ‘sjauMO jo saassaj jBjaAos jo 
auo <(uB jo ‘jauAvo jo aassaj Xub 01 uaAiS aq jjBqs 10 f asuaoq ino 
-qiiAv auop aq 0} paqqiqojd lOB jaqio /(ub op 01 jo ‘isajaiui ao aJBqs 
siq laj-japun jo uSissb 01 siauAio-oo jo saissaj jBjaAas jo auo 01 
uaAi3 aq qEqs loy siqi jo SuissBd aqi jaijB auin ^ ib ib asuaoq b puB 
‘asuaoij moqiiAi. iob patjpads jaqio in's Suiop jo ‘ 3uinai-Jap'in jo Sm 
-uSissB uo .<Jiua-aj jo uoiqpuoo jo jaAiod -sasusDn iB'HBd 

B aq i[Bqs iO S{ aJaqi •paiUBjS JaiJB uoiiBjado papuisajj 

-ajaq aq 01 JO pajuBjS ajojoiajaq asBaj i(ub ui OJaqAV *‘XS 

•auop aq oi paziJOqinB jaiiBui 
JBjnoiiJBd aqi jo loadsaj ui idaoxa ‘uaAiS uaaq lou pBq asuaoq 
qons j! sb sioadsai {|b ui uiBuiaj puB aq jiBqs ^{jiua-aj jo iq3|J 
JO uoinpuoo aqi puB i uoaiS uapq pBq asuaoq qons ou jj sb januBUj 
aiiiBS aqi ui ‘asuaoq qons Xq ajqBqsiundsip apBui jo pazuoqmB 
XjjBOgpads lOU jaiiBui Jaqjo ao ‘asBoj-Japun ‘luauiuSissB ‘uonip 
-uoo JO lUBiiaAOO JO qoBajq luanbasqns ;(ub isuibSb sb ajqBqBAB aq 
jjBqs puB ‘aoioj qnj iq upuiaj qeqs pauiBiuoo osBaj aqi ui /(qua-aj 
puB ajnipjjoj.jo sjaAiod puB siutuaAOO japun siqSu (jb puB 


6 


•sasAioa: ^saaovsiHois.aNv ^saaxsnui 
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trustees’ and mortgagees’ towers. 


n 


the payment of any legacy or- other specific sum of money, and 
shall have bequeathed the property so charged to any trustee or 
trustees for the whole of his estate or interest therein, and shall not 
have made any express provision for the raising of such debt, 
legacy, or sum of money out of such property, it shall be lawful for 
the said legatee or legatees in trust, notwithstanding any trusts 
actually declared by the testator, to raise such debts, legacy, or 
money as atoresaid by sale and absolute disposition by public 
auction or private contract, of the said properly or any pan thereof, 
or by a mortgage of the same, or partly in one mode and partly in 
the other ; 

and any deed or deeds of mortgage so executed may reserve 
such rate of interest, and fix such period or periods of repayment, 
as the person or persons executing the same snail think proper. 

26. * The powers conferred by the last preceding section 
Powers Riven by last sec- shall extend to all and every person or 

tion extended to survivors, persons in whom the property bequeath- 
legatees, &c. jjj being be 

vested by survivorsnip, or under me laws relating to intestate or 
testamentary .succession, or to any person or persons wno may be 
appointed under any power in me will, or by the High Court, to 
succeed to the trusteesnip vested in such legatee or legatees in 
trust as aforesaid. 

27. t If any testator who shall have created such a charge 
£xc:curors to have power R® described in section 2 ^ of this 

of raising monej;, &c., where Act shall not have bequeathed the 
there is no sufficient bequest, property Charged as aforesaid in such 

terms as luat h is wnole estate and interest therein snail become 
vested in any ^ru.•^tee or trustees, the executor or executors (if any) 
for the time being named m su.-h will shall have the same or the 
like power of raising the said moneys as is hereinbefore vested iq 
the legatee or legatees in trust of the said property, and such power 
shall from time to lime devolve on, and become vested in, the 
person or persons (if any) in whom the executorship shall for the 
time being be vested. 

28. J Purchasers or mortgagees shall not be bound to enquire 
Purchasers, &c.. not bound Whether the powers conferred bylsec- 

to enquire as to powers. tions 2 ;, 26 , and 27 of this Act, or any 


* Compare aa & 23 Viet., s. 35, s. 15. 
t Compare ibid, s. 16. 
i Compare ibid, s. 17. 
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' Rent-charges. 

' 23.* The release from a rent-charge of part of the immove. 

- Re/ease of part of land property charged therewith shall 

charged, not to be an extin- not extinguish the whole rent-charge, 
jfuishtnent. operate only to bar the right 

to recover any part of the rent-charge out of the property released, 
without prejudice, nevertheless, to the rights of all persons inter- 
ested in the property remaining unreleased, and not concurring in 
or confirming the release. 

Powers. 


2l4.t A deed hereafter executed in the presence of, and at- 
Mode of execution of pow- tested by, two Of more witnesses in the 
ers. manner in which deeds are ordinarily 

executed and attested, shall, so far as respects the execution and 
attestation thereof, be a valid execution of a power of appointment 
by deed or by any instrument in writing not testamentary, notwith- 
standing it shall have been expressly required that a deed or in- 
strument in writing made In exercise of such power should be 
executed or attested with some additional or other form of execu- 
tion or attestation or solemnity : 

Provided always that this provision shall not operate to defeat 
any direction in the instrument creating the power, that the consent 
of any particular person snail be necessary to a valid execution, 
or that any ac'. shall be performed in order to give validity to any 
appointment. Having no relation to the mode of executing and 
attesting the instrument ; 

and nothing herein contained shall prevent the donee of a 
power from executing it conformably to the power by writing or 
otherwise than by an instrument executed and attested as an ortil" 
nary deed ; and, to any such execution of a power, this provision 
shall not extend. 


25.j: Where, by any will which shall come into operation 

r , . . after the oassina of this Act, the testator 

Legatee in trust may raise paasiug nm 

loney by sale, notwithstand- shall have charged his immoveaDie pro- 

iff want of express power in perty, or any specific Dortion thereof, 

with ’the 


any 
Davment 


of 


portion 
his debts, 


or with 


* Compare ibid^ s, lo. 
t Compare ibid, s. 12 , 
i Compare 22 & 23 Viet,, c» 3S1 s, 14* 


of 1866. J 
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Investment of Trust~/unds. 

32. *t Trustees having trust-money in their hands which it 
On what securities trust- is their duty to invest at interest, shall 

funds may be invested. be at liberty, at their discretion, to invest 

the same in any Government securities, and such trustees shall 
also be at liberty, at their discretion, to call in any trust-funds 
invested in any other securities tiian as aforesaid, and to invest 
the same on any such securities as aforesaid, and also from time 
to time, at their discretion, to vary any such investments as afore-; 
said for others of the same nature ; 

Provided always that no such original investment as aforesaid, 
and no such change of investment as aforesaid, shall be made 
where there is a person under no disability entitled in possession' 
to receive tne income of the trust- fund for his life, or for a terra of 
years determinable witii his life, or for any greater estate, without 
tiie con.sent in writing of such person. 

Trustees and Executors. 

33. *$ In all cases where any property is held by trustees > 

Trustees may apply in- for a minor, either absolutely 

come of property of minors, or contingently on his attaining majo- 
&c., for their maintenance. rity, or on the Occurrence of any event 
previously to his attaining mojority, it shall be lawful for such 
trustees, at their sole discretion, to pay to the guardians (if any) of* 
such minor, or otherwise to apply for or towards the maintenance 
or education of such minor, the whole or any part of the income, 
to which such minor may be entitled in respect of such property, 
whether there be any other fund applicable to the same purpose, 
or any other person bound by law to provide for such maintenance 
or, education, or not ; 

and such trustees shall accumulate all the residue of such . 
come by way of compound interest, by investing the same and. 

’ c resulting income thereof from time to time in proper securities 
T the benefit of the person who shall ultimately become entitled 
the property from which such accumulations shall have arisen 


* Ss. 32 to 37 shall be repealed in the territories to which the Indian 
usts Act (II. of 1882) for the time being extends or is extended. — See s. 
' that Act. 

t Compare 23 & 24 Viet., c, 145, s. 23. 

$ Compare ihid^ s. 26. 
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shall have been duly and correctly eaetcised by the 
pawn O' *““*■ 


Inheritance, 


29* in cases of '^^^^““'fgldl’there'’ Ihefe^^ 

Descent how traced. jje a total failure of heirs of the 

,er, or where any inrmoveable SIS 

as if an ancestor had been the pure jn every 

be a total failure of the hobs » ancesto , h 

such case the property ' Sitled to the property 

thenceforth be traced, from the person last eu 
as if he had been the purchaser thereot. 

t This section shall be read as 
1839 J (/or the amendment of the law ofmhe 


A^ngnmmt of Umailis wd Torm/or Yean. 


moveable 


30.§ Any person J°'by llw Sfnable, terms 

Assignment to self and P ^ immoveable property, an 

h-’ If Id another person or other 
estates by directly .„g gg he might assign the 

persons or corporation, by the like means as S 

same to another. 


Purchasers. 


31 II The bona-fide payment to, and '“'^'^‘’^^“o/mongage- 

Not bound to see to ap- 'o be payable upon any 

.cation of pucebase-nnuney. money^ ,, elfe«nally 

ischtrge the person P^jog 
ation, or being answera ole for the misapp 


- Compare 22 & 23 Viet., c. 3S. s- 19 - 

t Compare ibid, s 20. Kpfnre 1866 by Act VIII- of loOB. 

± Repealed, except as to descents before iSOO oy 

§ Compare 2. & 23 Viet., c. 35 . ii„,iting clause. “ 

1 ! Compare ibid, s. instrument creating the 

ntrary shall be expressly deciaiea oy 
security.” 
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Such application shall be served upon, or the hearing thereof 
shall be attended by, all persons interested in such application, or 
such of them as the said Judge shall think expedient. 

The trmiee,* executor, or administrator acting upon the opi- 
nion, advice, or direction given by the said Judge, tshalljbe deemed, 
so far as regards his own responsibility, to have discharged his duty 
as such irttslee^ executor, or administrator in the subject-matter 
of the said application ; 

Provided, nevertheless, that this Act shall not extend to indem- 
nify any trustee^ executor, or administrator, in respect of any act 
done in accordance with such opinion, advice, or direction as 
aforesaid, if, such irusteei* executor, or administrator shall have been 
guilty of any fraud or wilful concealment or misrepresentation in 
obtaining such opinion, advice, or direction ; and the costs of such 
application as aforesaid shall be in the discretion of the Judge -to 
whom the said application shall be made. 

General Provisions, 

44. t For the purposes of this Act, a person shall be deemed 
Tenants for life, &c., may to be entitled to the possession, or to 

execute powers, notwithstan- the receipt of the rents and income of 
ding incumbrances. immoveable or moveable property, al- 

though his estate may be charged or incumbered, either by himself, 
or by any former owner, or otherwise howsoever to any extent ; 
but the estates or interests of the parties entitled to any such charge 
or incumbrance shall not be affected by the acts of the person 
entitled to the possession or to the receipt of the rents and income 
as aforesaid, unless they shall concur therein. 

45. J The provisions contained in this Act shall, except as 

_ . ... hereinbefore otherwise provided, extend 

peration o c . persons entitled or acting under 

a deed, will, codicil, or other instrument executed after this Act 
comes into operation, or under a will or codicil confirmed or re- 


* In s. 43, the italicized words, wherever they occur, shall be repealed 
in the territories to which the Indian Trust Act (II. of 1882) for the time 
being extends or is extended.— 3. 2 ' of that Act. 
t Compare 22 & 23 Viet, c. 35, s, 31. 

I Compare 23 Ss 24 Viet, c. 145, s. 34. 
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/ The executor or administrator so distributing the residuary 
shall not, after having made or executed such conveyance or 
where necessary, set apart such sufficient’ 
/ /undas aforesaid, be personally liable in respect of any subsequent 
/ claim under the said conveyance or agreement for conveyance. 

/ Nothing herein contained shall prejudice the right of tne 
grantor or those claiming under him to follow the assets of the 
deceased into the hands of the person or persons to or among 
whom the said assets may have been distributed. 


42.'* Where an executor or administrator shall have given 

As to distribution of assets ®trch Or the like notices as in the opi- 
of testator or intestate after nion of the Court in which such execu- 
notice given by executor and {Qf or administrator is sought to be 
administrator. charged would have been given by the 

High Court in an administration-suit, for creditors and others to 
send in to the executor or administrator their claims against the 
estate of the testator or intestate, such executor or administrator shall 
at the expiration of the time named in the said notices, or the last 
of the said notices, for sending in such claims, be at liberty to 
distribute the assets of the testator or intestate, or any part thereof, 
amongst the parties entitled thereto, having regard to the claims of 
which such executor or administrator has then notice, and shall 
not be li.able for the assets or any part thereof so distributed to any 
person of whose claim such executor or administrator shall not 
have had notice at the time of distribution of the said assets or a 
part thereof, as the case may be. 

Nothing in the present Act contained shall prejudice the 
right of any creditor or claimant to follow the assets, or any part 
thereof, into the bands of the person or persons who may have 
received the same respectively. 


43.t Any irusiee^% executor, or administrator, shall be at 

liberty, without the institution of a suit, 
to apply by petition to any Judge of the 
High Court for the opinion, advice, or 
direction of such Judge on any question 
respecting the management or% adminis- 
tration of the trust- property orX the assets of any testator or in testate. 


Trustee, executor, &c., 
may apply by petition to 
Judge of High Court for opi- 
nion, advice, &c., in manag- 
m ent. &c., of trust-property. 


* Compare 22. & 23 Viet, c. 35, s. 29. 
t Compare 22 & 23 Viet,, c. 35, s. 30. 

X In s. 43, the italicized words, wherever they occur, shall be repealed 
in the territories to which the Indian Trusts Act {II. of 1882) for the ime 
being extends or is extended.— Se? s. 2 of that Act. 
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THE INDIAN TRUSTS ACT, 1882 

ACT NO. II. OF 1882. 


(Recsived the G.-G.’s Assent on the 13TH January 1883,) 

-Art Aci io define and auierui the Law relating to Private Trusts and 

Trustees, 


Whereas it is expedient to define and amend the law relating 

private trusts and trustees; It is 
hereby enacted as follows : — 

CHAPTER 1 . 

Preliminarv. 

1 . Tnis Act may be called “The indian Trusts Act, 1883 
Short title : 2 ,nd it shall come into force on the first 

Commencement. day of March 1882. 


It extends, in the first instance, to the territories respectively 
Local extent administered by the Governor of 

Madras in Council, the Lieutenant- 
Governors of the North-Western Provinces and the Panjab, the 
Chief Commissioners of Oudh, the Central Provinces, Coorg, and 
Assam ; and the Local Government may, from time to time, by 
notification in the official gazette, extend it to any other part of 
British India. But nothing herein contained affects the rules of 
Muhammadan Law as to waqf, or the mutual relations of the 
. members of an undivided family as de- 

termined by an any customary or " 
personal law, or applies to public or private religious or charitable 
endowments, or to trusts to distribute prizes taken in war among 
the captors ; and nothing in the second cnapter of this Act applies 
to trusts created before the said day. 

2 . The Statute and Acts mentioned in the Schedule hereto 
, annexed shall, to the extent mentioned 
m the said ocnedule, be repealed in the 
'territories to which this Act for the time being extends. 
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or (c) is fraudulent, or {d) involves or implies injury to the person 
or property of another, or (e) the Court regards it as immoral or 
opposed to public policy. 

Every trust of which the purpose is unlawful is void. And 
where a trust is created for two purposes, of which one is lawful 
and the other unlawful, and the two purposes cannot be separated,’ 
the whole trust is void. 

Explanation . — In this section, the expression “ law” includes, 
where the trust-property is immoveable, and situate in a foreign 
country, the law of such country. 

llhi^irations. 

(a.) A conveys property to B in trust to apply the profits to the 
nurture of female foundlings to be trained up as prostitutes : The trust is 
void. 

(6.) A bequeaths property to B in trust to employ it in carrying on a 
smuggling business, and, out of the profits thereof, to support A’s children ; 
The trust is void. 

(c.) A, while in insolvent circumstances, transfers property to B in 
trust for A during his life, and after his death for B. A is declared an in- 
solvent ; The trust for A is invalid as against his creditors. 

5. No trust in relation to immoveable property is valid unless 
Trust of immoveable pro- declared by a non-testamentary instru- 
perty. ment in writing signed by the author of 

the trust or the trustee and registered, or by the will of the author 
of the trust or of tne trustee. 

No trust in relation to moveable property is valid unless de- 
Tfust of moveable pro- clared as aforesaid, or unless the owner- 
periy. Ship of the property is transferred to the 

trustee. 

These rules do not apply where they would operate so as to 
effectuate a fraud. 


6. Subject to the provisions of section 5, a trust is created 


Creation of trust. 


when the author of the trust indicates 
with reasonable certainty by any words 


ct acts (a) an intention on his part to create thereby a trust, {b) the 
purpose of the trust, (c) the beneficiary, and {d) the trust-property, 
and (unless the trust is declared by will, or the author of the trust 


is himself to be the trustee) transfers the trust-property to the 


trustee. 



TRUSTS. 
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/ , ^ “ obligation annexed to the onnetshipof 

' ^ I /I ^ ^ reposed in, and accepted by, the owner 

or *0'“=^ and accepted by him, for the benefit of anotto or of’ 
another and the owner : »“uiijcr, or or 

the person who reposes or declares the confidence is called 
« ,, , the “ author of the trust; "the person 

" trustee ^^e confidence is called the 

beneficiary : trustee j the person for whose benefit 

« ^‘•ust-property : ” the confidence is accepted is called the 

beneficial interest : ” -•« beneficiary ; » the subject-matter of the 

„ , , ^rust is called “ trust- property "or “ trust- 

money ; the “ beneficial interest " or “ interest " of the beneficiary 
IS his right against the trustee as owner of the trust-property ; and 
"instrument of trust;” instrument (if any) by which the 

trust is declared is called the “ instru- 
ment of trust 

a breach of any duty imposed on a trustee, as such, by any 

" breach of trust : ” being in force, is called 

a “ breach of trust : " 

and in this Act, unless there be something repugnant in the 
" registered ; ” subject Or coutext, “ registered " means 

registered under the law for the regis- 
tration of docurnents for the time being in force : a person is said 
o nave “ notice" of a fact, either when he actuall)’ knows that fact, 
"notice.” or when, blit for w’ilful abstention from 

inquiry or gross negligence, lie would 
have known it, or when information of the fact is given to, or 
obtained by, his agent under the circumstances mentioned in the In- 
^^Pfessions defined in Act dian Contract Act, 1872, section 229 ; 
.0 1S72. jjjjj ^jl expressions used herein, and 

aehned in the Indian Contract Act, 1872, shall be deemed to have 
the meanings respectively attributed to them by that Act. 


CHAPTER II, 

Of the Creatiox of Trusts. 

4. A trust may be created for any lawful purpose. The 
Lawful purpose. 

IS (a) rorbidden by law, or [^) is of such 
a nature ihat, if permitted, it would defeat the provisions of any law. 
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or (c) is fraudulent, or {d) involves or implies injury to the person 
or property of another, or («) the Court regards it as immoral or 
opposed to public policy. 

Every trust of which the purpose is unlawful is void. And 
where a trust is created for two purposes, of which one is lawful ' 
and the other unlawful, and the two purposes cannot be separated,’ 
the whole trust is void. 


Explanation , — In this section, the expression “ law” includes, 
where the trust-property is immoveable, and situate in a foreign 
country, the law of such country. 

Illustrations, 

(a.) A conveys property to B in trust to apply the profits to the 
nurture oJ female foundlings to be trained up as prostitutes ; The trust is 
void. 

{b,) A bequeaths property to B in trust to employ it in carrying on a 
smuggling business, and, out of the profits thereof, to support A's children : 
The trust is void. 

{c,) A, while in insolvent circumstances, transfers property to B in 
trust for A during his life, and after his death for B. A is declared an in- 
solvent : The trust for A is invalid as against his creditors. 

5. No trust in relation to immoveable property is valid unless 
Trust of immoveable pro- declared by a non-tesiamentary instru- 
perty. ment in v/riting signed by the author of 

the trust or the trustee and registered, or by the will of the author 
of the trust or of tne trustee. 

No trust in relation to moveable property is valid unless de- 
Trust of moveable pro- dared as aforesaid, or unless the owner- 
periy. Ship of the property is transferred to the 

trustee. 


These rules do not apply where they would operate so as to 
effectuate a fraud. 


a trust is created 
the trust indicates 


6 . Subject to the provisions of section 5 , 

when the author of 

Creation of trust. reasonable certainty by any words 

cr acts (a) an intention on his part to create thereby a tr < ■ *hf* 
purpose of the trust, (c) the beneficiary, ’''’it'.' 
and (unless the trust is declared 
is himself to be the trust- '' 
trustee. 
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CO pay only the debts of the author of the trust existing, and re- 
^rabie at the date of the instrumenc of trust, or, when such in- 
ament is a will, at the date of his death, and (d), in the case of 
;bts not bearing interest, to make such payment without in- 
.&est: 

j Illustrations* 

/ • {a.) A, a trustee, is si mply authorized to sell certain land by public 
auction : He cannot sell the land by private contract. 

( 3 .) A, a trustee of certain land for X, Y, and Z, is authorized to sell 
the land to B for a specified sum. X, Y, and Z, being competent to con- 
xact, consent that A may sell the land to C for a less sum : A may sell the 
and accordingly, 

{c.) A, a trustee for B and her children, is directed by the author of- 
he trust to lend, on B^s request, trust-property to B^s husband, C, on the 
lecurity of his bond. C becomes insolvent, and B requests A to make the 
oan ; A may refuse to make it. 

12. A trustee V is bound to acquaint himself, as soon as pos- 
Trustee to inform himself sible, with the nature and circumstances 
state of trust-property. of the trust-property, to obtain, where 
recessary, a transfer of the trust^properiy to himself, and (subject 
0 the provisions of the instrument of trust) to get in trust-moneyS' 
avested on insufficient or hazardous security. 

Illustrations* 


(a.) The trust- p roperty is a debt outstanding on personal security. 
The instrument of trust gives the trustee no discretionary power to leave 
he debt so outstanding ; The trustee’s duty is to recover the debt without 
innecessary delay. 

(<&,) The trust-property is money in the hands of one of two co-trustees, 
discretionary power is given by the instrument of trust : The other 
:o-trustee must not allow the former to retain the money for a longer 
period than the circumstances of the case required. 


13. A trustee is bound to maintain and defend all such suits, 
Trustee to protect title to and (subject to the provisions of the- 
;rust-property. instrument of trust) to lake such other 

jteps as, regard being had to the nature and amount or value of 
;he trust-p^'‘.‘‘ may be reasonably requisite for the preservation 
Df the tru.*^- atid the assertion or protection of the title 

ihereto. . 


The ti . 
the author c , 

• I r» /"vP f 1 . 


Illustration* 

immoveable property which has been given to 
unregistered instrument : Subject to the pro- 
lion Act, 1877, the trustee’s duty is to cause^ 
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14. The trustee must not, for himself or another, set up or 
Trustee not to set up title Slid any title to the trust-property adverse 

adverse to beneficiary. to the interest of the beneficiary. 

15. A trustee is bound to deal with the trust^properiy as 

Care required from trustee, ^ ordinaiy prudence 

would deal v.'iui such property if it were 

his own ; and, in the absence of a contract to the contrary, a trustee 
so dealing is not responsible for the loss, destruction, or deteriora- 
tion ol the trust- property. 

Illnsirattans* 

(a.) A, living in Calcutta, is a trustee for B living in Bombay, A 
remits trust- funds lo B by bills drawn by a person of undoubted credit in 
favour of the trustee as such, and payable at Bombay. The bills are dis- 
honoured: A is not bound to make good the loss. 

(f>.) A, a trustee of leasehold property, directs the tenant to pay the 
rents on account of the trust to a banker, B, then in credit- The rents are 
accordinglv paid to B, and A leave-i the money with B only till wanted. 
Before the money is drawn out, B become^; insolvent: A, having had no 
reason to believe that B was in insolvent circumstances, is not bound to 
make good the loss. 

(r.) A, a trustee of two debts for B, releases one, and compounds the 
other, in good faith, and reasonably believing that it is for B*s interest to* 
do so ; A is not bound to make good any loss caused thereby to B* 

(d!.) A. a trustee, directed to sell the trust-property by auction, sells 
the same, but does not advertise the sale, and otherwise fails in reasonable 
diligence in inviting competition : A is bound to make good the loss caus- 
ed thereby to the beneficiary. 

{(?.) A, a trustee for B, in execution of his trust, sells the trust-pro- 
perty, but, from want of due diligence on his part, fails lo receive part of 
the purchase-money : A is bound to make good the loss thereby caused 
to B. 

(/.) A, a trustee for B of a policy of insurance, has funds in hand for 
payment of the premiums. A neglects to pay the premiums, and the policy 
is consequently forfeited : A is bound to make good the loss to B. 

(if.) A bequeaths certain moneys to B and C as trustees, and authorizes 
them to continue trust-moneys upon the personal security of a certain firm 
in which A had himself invested them. A dies and a change takes place 
In the firm ; B and C must not permit the moneys to remain upon the 
personal security of the new firm. 

(A.) A, a trustee for B, allows the trust to be executed solely by his 
co-trustee, C« C misapplies the trust-property : A is personally answerable- 
for the loss resulting to B. 



of 1882.3 TRUSTS. 15 

He is liable, in case (a), 10 account for the interest actually 
received, and, in cases {b), {c), and {d), to account for simple 
interest at the rale of six per cent, per annum unless the Court 
otherwise direcis. 

(e) Where the breach consists in failure to invest trust-money, 
and to accumulate the interest or dividends thereon, he is liable to 
account for compound interest (with half-yearly rests) at the same 
rate, 

^^/) Where the breach consists in the employment of trust- 
properly or the proceeds thereof in trade or business, he is liable 
to account, at the option of the beneficiary, either for compound 
interest (with half-yearly rests) at the same rate, or for ttie nett 
profits made by such employment. 

Illiistraiions, 

{a.) A trustee improperly leaves inist-property outstandings and it is 
consequently lost : Ht is liable to make j;ood the properly lost, but he is 
not liable to pay interest thereon. 

(p.) A bequeaths a house to B in trust to sell it, and pay the proceeds 
to C. B neglects to sell the house for a great length of time, whereby the 
house is detcriGraled, and its mntket-price falls: B is answerable to C 
for the loss. 

(c.) A trustee is guilty of unreasonable delay in investing trust-money 
in accordance with section 20, or in paying it to the beneficiary : The 
trustee is liable to pay interest thereon for the period of the delay* 

(d.) The duty of the trustee is to invest trust^money in ah}’’ of the 
securities mentioned in stction 20, clause a, h, r, or Instead of so 
doing, he retains the money in his hands; He is liable, at the option 
of the beneficiary, to be charged either with ihc amount of the principal 
money and interest, or with the amount of such securities as he might 
have purchased wdth the trust-money when the investment should have 
been made, and the intermediate dividends and interest thereon. 

(e.) The instrument of trust directs the trustee to invest trust-money 
either in any of such securities, or on mortgage of immoveable property. 
The trustee does neither ; He is liable tor the principal money and 
interest. 

(/.) The instrument of trust directs the trustee to invest trust-money 
in any of snch securities, and to accumulate the dividends thereon. The 
trustee disregards the direction ; He is liable, at the option of the 
beneficiary, 10 be charged either with the amount of the principal money 
and compound interest, or with the amount of such securities as he 
might have purchased with the trust- money when the investment should 
have been made, tt getlier with the amount of the accumulation which 
v/ould have arisen from a proper investment of the intermediate dividends. 
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{/:.) Trust-property is invested in one of the securities mentioned 
in section 20, clause a, b, or a. The trustee sells such security for 
some purpose not authorized by the terms of the instrument of trust : 
He is h’aWe, at the option of the beneficiary, either to replace the 
fccaritv with the intermediate dividends and interest thereon, or to 
account for the proceeds of the sale with interest thereon. 

(b.) The trust-property consists of land. The trustee sells the land 
to a purchaser for a consideration without notice of the trust : The 
trustee is liable, at the option of the beneficiary, to purchase other land 
of cquni value to be settled upon the like trust, or to be charged with 
(he proceeds of the sale with interest. 

24. A trustee, who is liable for a loss occasioned by a breach 
No set-off allowed to of trust in respect of one portion of the 

trustee. irust-property, cannot set off against his 

liability a gain which has accrued to another portion of the trust- 
property through another and distinct breach of trust, 

25. Where a trustee succeed.s another, he is not, as such. 
Non liability for prede- liable for the acts or defaults of his 

cessor’s default. predecessors, 

20. Subject to the provisions of sections 13 and 15 , one 
Non-liability for co-trus- trustee IS not, as such, liable for a 

tee’s default. breach of trust committed by his co- 

trustee : 

Provided that, in the absence of an express declaration to the 
contrary in the instrument of trust, a trustee is so liable — 

(a) where he has delivered trust-property to his co-trustee 
without seeing to its proper application ; 

(<J) where he allows bis co-trustee to receive trust-property, 
and fails to make due enquiry as to the co-trustee's dealings 
therewith, or allows him to retain it longer than the circumstances 
of the case reasonably require; 

(r) where he becomes aware of a breach of trust committed 
or intended by his co-trustee, and either actively conceals it, or 
does not, within a reasonable time, take proper steps to protect 
the beneficiary’s interest. 

A co-trustee, who joins in signing a receipt for trust-properly, 

loining in receipt for and proves that he has no^eceived the 

conformity. same, is not answerable, by reason or 

such signature only, for loss or misapplication of the property by 
his co-trustee. 
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Illustration, 

A bequeaths certain property to B and C, and directs them to sell 
it, and invest the proceeds for the benefit of D. B and C accordingly 
sell the property, and the purchase^money is received by B, and retained 
in his hands, C pays no attention to the matter for two years, and 
then calls on B to make the investment. B is unable to do so, becomes 
insolvent, and the purchase-money is lost: C may be compelled to 
make good the amount. 

27. Where co-trustees jointly commit a breach of trust, or 
Several liability of co'trus- where one of them, by his neglect, en- 
tees. ables the other to commit a breach of 

trust, each is liable to the beneficiary for the whole of the loss 
occasioned by such breach. 

But, as between the trustees themselves, if one be less guilty 
Contribution as between than another, and has had to refund the 
co-trustees. loss, the former may compel the latter 

or his legal representative, to the extent of the assets he had re- 
ceived. to make good such loss ; and, if all be equally guilty, any 
one or more of the trustees who has had to refund the loss may^ 
compel the others to contribute. 

Nothing in this section shall be deemed to authorize a, trustee, 
who has been guilty of fraud, to institute a suit to compel contri- 
bution. 


28- When any beneficiary’s interest becomes vested in 
Non-liability of trustee another person and the trustee, not 
paying without notice of having notice of the vesting, pays or 
transfer by beneficiary. delivers trust-properiy to the person who 
would have been entitled thereto in the absence of such vesting, 
the trustee is not liable for the property so paid or delivered! 


29. When the beneficiary’s interest is forefeited or awarded 

' Liability of trustee where adjudication to Government, 

beneficiary’s interest is for- the trustee is bound to hold the trust— 
feited to Government. property to the extent of such interest 

for the benefit of such person in such manner as the Government 
may direct in this behalf. 


30. Subject to the provisions of the instrument of trust, and 
, ^ , of sections 23 and 26 , trustees shall be 

Indemmty of trustees. respectively chargeable only for such 

moneys, stocks, funds, and securities as they respectively actually 
receive, and shall not be answerable the one for the other of them. 

Act II., i88a.-- 2 . 
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nor (or sny banker, broker, or other person in whose hands any 
(rus’-propcrty may be placed, nor for the insufficiency or deficiency 
of any stocks, funds, or securities, nor otherwise for involuntary 
Josses- 


CHAPTER IV. 


Of the Rights and Powers of Trustees. 


81. A trustee is entitled to have in his possession the instru- 

Rigb. to title-deed. documents of 

title (if any) relating solely to the trust- 
property. 


82. Every trustee may reimburse himself, or pay or discharge, 
Right to reimbursement of owt of ike trust-property, all expenses 
cxpeiiMs. properly incurred in or about the execu- 

tion of the trust, or the realisation, preservaiion, or benefit of the 
trust-property, or the protection or support of the beneficiary. 

If he par s such expenses out of his own pocket, he has a first 
charge ut'on the trust-property for such expenses and interest 
thereon ; bill such charge (unlei-s the expens''S have been incurred 
with the sanction of a principal Civil Court of original jurisdiction) 
shall be enforced only by prohibiting any disposition of the 
trust-property without previous payment of such expenses and in- 
terest. 


If the trust-propertv fail, the trustee is entitled to recover, from 
the beneficiary personally, on whose behalf he acted, and at whose 
request, express^-d or implied, he made the payment, the amount of 
such expenses. 

Where a trustee has, by mistake, made an over-payment to the 
Right to be recouped for beneficiary, he maj reimburse ^the trust 
erroneous over- payment. property out of the beneficiary s interest. 

If su( b interest fail, the trustee is entitled to recover, from the 
beneficiary personally, the amount of such over payment 

33. A person other than a trustee who has gained an advantage 
Right to indemnity from from a breach of trust must indemnity 
gamer by breach of trust. the trustee to the extent of the amouni 
actuallv received by such person under the breach, and, where he 
is a beneficiary, the trustee has a charge on his interest for such 
amount. 
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Nothing in this section shall be deemed to entitle a trustee to 
be indemnified who has, in committing the breach of trust, been 
guilty of fraud. 

34 . Any trustee may, without instituting a suit, apoly by, 
o- ..... , . r' petition to a principal Civil Court of 

opinion in management of Original jun.^dlCtlon for ItS Opinion, 
trust-property. advice, Or direction on any present 

questions respecting the management or administration of the trust- 
property, other than questions of detail, diSicu'ty, or importance not 
proper, in the opinion of the Court, for summary disposal. 

A. copy of such petition shall be served upon, and the hearing 
thereof may be attended by, such of the persons interested in the 
application as the Court thinks fit. 

Tne trustee stating in good faith the facts in such petition, and 
acting upon the opinion, advice, or direction given by the Court, 
•shall be deemed, so far as regards his own responsibility, to have 
disch<rged his duties as such trustee in the subject-matter of the 
application. 

The costs of every application under this section shall be in 
the discretion of the Court to wnich it is made. 


35. When the duties of a trustee, as such, are completed, he 
Right to settlement of entitled to have the accounts of his 
accounts. administration of the trust-property exam- 

ined and settled ; and, wiiere notfiing is due to the beneficiary 
under the trust, to an acknowledgment in writing to that effect. 


36 . In addition to the powers expressly conferred by this Act' 
^ ..... . and by the instrument of trust, and 

subject to the restrictions (if any) con- 
tained in such instrument, and to the provisions of section 17, a 
trustee may do all acts which are reasonable and proper for the 
realisation, protection, or benefit of the trust-property, and for the 
protection or support of a beneficiary who is not competent to con- 
tract* 


Except wi'.h the permission of a principal Civil Court of original 
jurisdiction, no trustee shill lease trust-property for a term exceeding 
tweatv-one years from the date of execu ing the lease, nor without 
reserving the best yearly rent tnat can be reasonably obtained. • 


* In s. 36, the second paragraph, repealed by Act XII. of 1891, Sch. I.,' ' 
•has been omitted. 
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g7. Where the trustee is empowered to sell any trust-property. 
Power to soil to lots, and he may Sell the same subject to prior 
cither by public auction or charges or not, and either together or in 
private contact, pnhlk auction or private contract, 

and either at one time or at several times, unless the instrument of 
trust otherwise directs. 

88. The trustee making any such sale may insert such reason- 
power to sell under special able Stipulations either as to title or 
conditions. evidence of title or otherwise, in any 

condition of sale or contract for sale, as he thinks fit; and may also 

Power to buy in and re-sell. property or any part thereof, at 

any sate by auction, and rescind or vary 
any contract for sale, and re-sell the properly so bought in, or 
as to which the contract is so rescinded, without being responsible 
to the beneficiary for any loss occasioned thereby. 

Where a trustee is directed to sell trust-property, or to invest 
Time allowed for selling Irust-money in the purchase of property, 
trust-property. ije may exercise a reasonable discretion 

as to the time of effecting the sale or purchase. 


(flO A bequeaths property to B, directing him to sell it with all conve* 
nient speed, and pay the proceeds to C : This does not render an immediate 
sale imperative, 

(3.) A bequeaths property to B. directing him to sell it at such timej 
and in such manner, as he shall think fit, and invest the proceeds for the 
benefit of C : This does not authorize B, as between him and to postpone 
the sale to an indefinite period. 


39* For the purpose of completing any such sale, the trustee 
„ . shall have power to convey or otherwise 

Power to convey. dispose of the property sold in such 

manner as may be necessary. 


40. A trustee may, at his discretion, call in any trust-prope^y 
_ . invested in any security, and invest the 

Power to vary mvestments. securities mentioned 

or referred to in section 20 , and from time to time vary any such 
investments for others of the same nature ; 

Provided that, where there is a person competent to contract, 
and entitled at the time to receive the income of the trust-property 
for his life, or for any greater estate, no such change of investment 
shall be made without his consent in writing. 
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41. Where any property is held by a trustee in trust for a 
Power to apply property of minor, such trustee may, at his discretion, 
minors, Src., for their mainten- pay to the guardians (if any) of such 
aoce, &c. minor, or otherwise apply for or towards 

his maintenance or education or advancement in life, or the reason- 
able expenses of his religious worship, marriage, or funeral, the whole 
or any part of the income to which he may be entitled in respect of 
such property ; and such trustee shall accumulate all the residue of 
such income by way of compound interest by investing the same 
and the resulting income thereof from time to time in any of the 
securities mentioned or referred to in section 20 , for the benefit of 
the person who shall ultimately become entitled to the property from 
which such accumulations have arisen: Provided that such trustee 
may, at any time, if he thinks fit, apply the whole or any part of 
such accumulations as if the same were part of the income arising 
in the then current year. 


Where the income of the trust-property is insufiicient for the 
minor's maintenance or education or advancement in life, or the 
reasonable expenses of his religious worship, marriage, or funeral, 
the trustee may, with the permission of a principal Civil Court of 
original jurisdiction, but not otherwise, apply the whole or any part 
of such property for or towards such maintenance, education, 
advancement, or expenses. 

t 

Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect the provision 
of any local law for the time being in force relating to the persons 
and property of minors. 


42. Any trustees or trustee may give a receipt in writing for 
„ , . . anv money, securities, or other moveable 

p™.r to cv. tocpts. transferable, or deliver- 

able to them or him by reason, or in the exercise, of any trust or 
power ; and, in the absence of fraud, such receipt shall discharge 
rthe person paying, transferring, or delivering the same therefrom, 
and from seeing to the application thereof, or being accountable for 
any loss or misapplication thereof. 

r, ^ JO 43. Two or more trustees acting 

ower o compoun , c. together may, if and as they think fit, — 

{a) accept any composition or any security for any debt, or for 
-any property claimed ; 

allow any time for payment of any debt ; , i 
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(c) compromise, compound, abandon, submit to arbitration, 
or othenvise settle any debt, account, claim, or thing whatever re- 
lating to the trust; and, 

{d) for any of those purposes, enter into, give, execute, and do 
such agreements, instruments of composition, or arrangement, re- 
leases, and other things as to them seem expedient, without being 
responsible for any loss occasioned by any act or thing so done 
by them in good faith. 

The powers conferred by this section on two or more trustees 
acting together may be exercised by a sole acting trustee when, by 
the instrument of trust (if any), a sole trustee is authorized to execute 
the trusts and powers thereoL 

This section applies only if and as far as a contrary intention 
Is not expressed in the insirument of trust (if any), and shall have 
effect subject to the terms of that instrument, and to the provisions 
therein contained. 

This section applies only to trusts created after this Act coraeS' 
into force. 

44. When an authority to deal with the trust-property is given 
Power to several trustees Several trustees, and one of them dis- 

of whom one disclaims or claims Or dies, the autiiority may be 

exercised by the continuing trustees 
unless, from the terms of the instrument of trust, it is apparent that 
the authority is to be exercised by a number in excess of the 
number of the remaining trustees. 

45. Where a decree has been made in a suit for the execu- 
Suspension of trustee’s tion of a trust, the trustee must not 

powers by decree. exercise any of his powers except in 

conformity with such decree, or with the sanction of the Court by 
which the decree has been made, or, where an appeal against the 
decree is pending, of the Appellate Court. 


CHAPTER V. 

Of the Disabilities of Trustees. 

48. A trustee who has accepted the trust cannot afterwards 

Trustee cannot renounce renounce it except (fl)^ permiS 

•fler acceptance. sion of a principal Civil Court Oi originm 

jurisdiction, or {b), if the beneficiary is competent to contract, with 
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his consent, or (c) by virtue of special power in the instrument of 
trust. 

47. A trustee cannot delegate his office or any of his duties, 
^ . either to a co-trustee or to a stranger, 

rustee canno e ega e. unless (a) the instrument of trust so pro- 
vides, or (^>) the delegation is in the regular course of business, or 
(f) tlie delegation is necessary, or the beneficiary, being com- 
petent to contract, consents to the delegation. 

Explanation. — The appointment of an attorney or proxy to do 
an act merely ministerial, and involving no independent discretion, 
is not a delegation within the meaning of this section. 

Illustrations, 

(a,) A bequeaths certain property to B and C on certain trusts to b« 
executed by them or the suivivor of them or the assigns ol such survivor. 
B dies : C may bequeath the trust-property to D and E upon the trusts of 
A's will. 

(^.) A is a trustee of certain property with power to sell the same: A 
may employ an auctioneer to effect the sale. 

(c.) A bequeaths to B fifty houses let at monthly rents in trust to 
collect the rents, and pay them to C ; B may employ a proper person to 
collect these ren:s. 

48* When there are more trustees than one, all must join In 
Co-trustces cannot act iht; execution tf the trust except where 
singly. tne instrument of trust otherwise pro- 

vides. 

49. Where a discretionary power conferred on a trustee is 
Control of discretionary nr t exercised reasonably and in good 

power. faith, such power may be controlled by 

a principal Civil Court of original jurisdiction. 

50. In the absence of express direction to the contrary con- 
Trustee may not charge tained in ihe instrument of trust, or of a 

for services. cotiiract to the contrary entered into 

with the beneficiary or the Court at the time of accepting the trust, 
a trustee has no right to remuneration for his trouble, skill, and 
loss of time in executing his trust. 

Nothing in this section applies to any Official Trustee, A.d- 
minisliatoi-General, Public Curator, or person holding a certificate 
of administration. 

51. A trustee may not use or deal with the trust- property for 
Trustee may not use trust- h's own profit, or for any other purpose 

property for his own profit. unconnected With the trust. 
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52. No trustee whose duty it is to sell trust-property, and no 
TrHsiee for sale or his agent agent employed by such trustee for the 
may not buy. purpose ^of the sale, may, directly or in- 

directly, buy the same or any interest therein on his own account, 
or as agent for a third person. 

53. No trustee, and no person who has recently ceased to be 
Trustee may not buy bene- ^ trustee, may, without the permission 
ficiary’s interest without per- of a principal Civil Court of original 

jurisdiction, buy or become mortgagee 
or lessee of the trust-property or any part thereof ; and such per- 
mission shall not be given unless the proposed purchase, mortgage, 
or lease is manifestly for the advantage of the beneficiary. 


And no trustee, whose duty it is to. buy or to obtain a raort- 

Trustee for purchase. f Particular property for 

the beneficiary, may buy it or any part 
thereof, or obtain a mortgage or lease of it or any part thereof, for 
himself. 


64. A trustee or co-trustee, whose duty it is to invest irust- 
Co-trustees may not lend money on mortgage or personal security, 
to one of themselves. must not invest it on a mortgage by, or 

on the personal security of, himself or one of his co-trustees. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Of the Rights and Liabilities of the Beneficiary. 


55. The beneficiary 
ight to rents and profits. 

56. The beneficiary 

Right to specific execution. 


has, subject to the provisions of the in- 
strument of trust, a right to the rents 
and profits of the trust-property. 

is entitled to have the intention of the 
author of the trust specifically executed 
to the extent of the beneficiary s in- 
terest ; 


and, where there is only one beneficiary, and he is competent 
Right to transfer of posses- ^0 contract, Of where there are severa 
sion. beneficiaries, and they are competent to 

contract, and all of one mind, he or they may require the trustee 
to transfer the trust-property to him or them, or to such person as 
he or they may direct. 
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When property has been transferred or bequeathed for the 
benefit of a married woman, so that she shall not have power to 
deprive herself of her beneficial interest, nothing in the second 
clause of this section applies to such property during her marriage. 

Illustrations^ 

(a ) Certain Government securities are given to trustees upon trust to 
accumulate the interest until A attains the age of 24, and then to transfer 
the gross amount to him. A, on attaining majority, may, as the person 
exclusively interested in the trust* property, require the trustees to transfer 
it immediately to him. 

(6.) A bequeaths Rs. 10,000 to trustees upon trust to purchase an 
annuity for B, who has attained his majority, and is otherwise competent 
to contract : B may claim the Rs. 10,000. 

(r.) A transfers certain property to B, and directs him to sell or invest 
it for the benefit of C, who is competent to contract : C may elect to take 
the property in its original character. 

57- The beneficiary has a right, as against the trustee and all 
Right to inspect and take persons claiming under him with notice 
copies of instrument of trust, of the trust, to inspect and take copies 
accounts, &c. qJ instrument of trust, the documents 

of title relating solely to the trust-property, the accounts of the 
trust-property, and the vouchers (if any) by which they are sup- 
ported, and the cases submitted, and opinions taken, by the 
trustee for his guidance in the discharge of his duty. 

58. The beneficiary, if competent to contract, may transfer 

Right to transfer beneficial interest, but subject to the law for 

interest. the time being in force as to the circum- 

stances and extent in and to which he may dispose of such interest ; 

Provided that, when property is transferred or bequeathed 
for the benefit of a married woman, so that she shall not have 
power to deprive herself of her beneficial interest, nothing in this 
section shall authorize her to transfer such interest during her 
marriage. 

59 . Where no trustees are appointed, or all the trustees die. 
Right to sue for execution disclaim, or are discharged, or where, 

ot trust. for any other reason, the execution of a 

trust by the trustees is or becomes impracticable, the beneficiary 
may institute a suit for the execution of the trust, and the trust 
shall, so far as may be possible, be executed by the Court until the 
appointment of a trustee or new trustee. 
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60. The beneficiary has a right (subject to the provisions 

of the instrument of trust) that the trust- 
Right to proper trustees. property shall be properly protected 

and held and adrninistered by proper persons, and by a proper 
number of such persons. 

ExplanaUon i . — The following are not proper persons within 
the meaning cf this section : — 

A person domiciled ab.^oad ; an alien enemy ; a person 
having an interest inconsistent with that of the beneficiary ; a per- 
son in insolvent circumstances ; and, unless the personal law of 
•the beneficiary allotvs otherwise, a married woman and a minor. 

ExplanaUon II . — Wnen the administration of the trust in- 
volves the receipt and custody of money, the number of trustees 
should be two at least. 


Illustrations. 

(a.) A, one of several beneficiaries, proves that 
improperly dis. osed of part of the trust-property, or t a 
is in danger from B s being in insolvent circumstances or mat "e is no p 
citated from acting as trustee : A may obtain a receiver or P 

(6.) A bequeaths certain jewels to B in trust for C. ® 

A's lifetime; then A dies : C is entitled to have the prop- y 

to a trustee for him. Three 

(c.) A conveys certain property to four f “^^6° new trustlS 

of the trustees die ; B may institute a suit to have 
appointed in the place of the deceased trustees- 

{d.) A conveys certain property to three 'hnve^fhree trustees 

the trustees di claim : B may institute a suit to 
appointed in place of the tru.^tees so disclaiming. 

{^.) A a trustee for B refu es to act, or goes to ^^'’'^L^Ih^hhTcredit- 
of British India, or is declared an insolvent, or co npoun institute 

ors, or suffers a co-trustee to commit a breach of trust . 
a suit to have A removed, and a new trustee appointe m 

61. The beneficiary has a right that his trustee 

olS)' 0 °'^ duty Js su™ and restrained from 
committing any contemplated or probaule breach o trus 

Illustrations. benefit 

(a.) A contracts with B to P^y trusTfor 

of C. B w. ites a.td signs a letter declaring that he wil with 

C the money so to be paid. A fails to pay .he ^ " || ^ C to sue 

his contract f C may c impel B on a proper indemnity to allow 

on the contract in B’s name. 
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{b.) A is trustee of certain land, with a power to sell the same and pajr 
the proceeds to B and C equally. A is about to make an improvident sale 
of the land ; B may sue on behalf of himself and C for an injunction to 
restrain A from making the sale. 

62. Where a trustee has wrongfully bought trust-property. 
Wrongful purchase by the beneficiary has a right to have the 
trustee. property declared subject to the trust, 

or re-transferred by the trustee if it remains in his hands unsold, 
or, jf it has been bought from him by any person with notice of 
the trust, by such person. But. in such case, the beneficiary must 
repay the purchase-m )ney paid by the trustee, with interest and 
such other expenses (if any] as he has properly incurred in the 
preservation of the prop'^rty ; and tne trustee or purchaser must 
(c) account for the neit profits of the property, (3) be charged with 
an occupaiijn-rent if he has been in actual possession of the 
property, and [c] allow the beneficiary to deduct a proportionate 
part of the purchase-money if the property has been deteriorated 
by the acts or omissions of the trustee or purchaser. 

Nothing in this section — 

(a) impairs the rights of lessees and others who, before the- 
institution of a suit to have the property declared subject to the 
trust or re-transferred, havi contracted in good faith with the 
trustee or purchaser; or 

(^) entitles the beneficiary to have the property declared sub- 
ject to the trust or re-transferred wuere he, being competent to 
contract, has himself, wiihom coercion or undue influence having' 
been brought to bear on him, ratified the sale to the trustee with- 
full knowledge of the facts of the case, and of his rights as against 
the trustee. 


03. Where trust-property comes into the hands of a third 
Following trust-property— person inconsistently with the trust, the- 
into the hands of third beneficiary may require him to admit 
persons; formally, or m.ty institute a suit for a 

declaration, that the property is comprised in the trust. 


Where the trustee has disposed of trust-property, and the- 
into that into which it has money or Other property which he has' 
been converted. received therefor can be traced in his 

bands or the hands of his le^al representative or legatee, the bene- 
ficiary has, in respect thereof, rights as nearly as may be the samfr 
as his rights in respect of the original trust-property. 

. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Of Vacating the Office of Trustee. 


-'office bow vacated. 


70. The office of a trustee is va- 
cated by his death, or by his discharge 
from his office. 


^Discharge of trustee. 


71. A trustee may be discharged 
from his office only as follows — 


(a) by the extinction of the trust; 


(b) by the completion of his duties under the trust ; 

(c) by such means as may be prescribed by the instru- 
ment of trust ; 


(d) by appointment, under this Act, of a new trustee in 
this place ; 


(e) by consent of himself and the beneficiary, or, where 
there are more beneficiaries than one, ail the beneficiaries 
being competent to contract, or 

(/) by the Court to which a petition for his discharge 
is presented under this Act. 


72. Notwithstanding the provisions of section I r, every trus- 
Petition to be discharged tee may apply by petition to a principal 

from trust. Civil Court of original jurisdiction to be 

discharged from his cffice; and, if the Court finds that there is 
sufficient reason for such discharge, it may discharge him accor- 
dingly, ar d direct bis costs to be paid out of the trus'-prcperty. 
But, where there is no such reason, the Court shall not discharge 
him unless a proper person can be found to take his place. 

73 . Whenever any person appointed a trustee disclaims, or 
Appointment of new trus- any trustee, either Original or substituted, 

tees on death, &c. dies, or is, for a continuous period of six 

months, absent from British India, or leaves British India for the 
purpose of residing abn ad, or is declared an ins Ivent, or desires 
to be discharged from the trust, or refuses, or becomes, in the 
opinion of a principal Civil Court of original jurisdiction, unfit or 
personally incapable, to act in the trust, or accepts an inconsistent 
trust, a new trustee may be appointed in his place by — 

(a) the person nominated for that purpose by the instrument 
of trust (if any), or, 
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(i) if there be no such person, or no such person able and 
"willing to act, the auih'ir of tiie trust, if he be alive and competent 
to contract or the surviving or continuing trustees or trustee for 
the time being, or legal representative of li.e last surviving and 
continuing trustee, or (with I he consent of the Court) the retiring 
trustees if they all retire simultaneously, or (with the like consent) 
the last-retiring trustee. 

Every such appointment shall be by writing under the hand 
of the person making it. 

On ati appointment of a new trustee, the number of trustees 
may be mcnased. 

Trie O.licial Trustee may, with his consent, and by the order 
of the Court, be appointed under this section, in any case in which 
only one trustee is to be appointed, and such trustee is to be the 
sole trustee. 

The provisif'ns of this section relative to a trustee who is dead 
include tlie case of a per.son nominated tru-tce in a will, but d)ing 
before the te.staior, and those relauve to a continuing trustee 
include a refusing or retiring trustee if willing to act in the execu- 
tion of the power. 


74. Whenever any sucli vacancy or disqualification occurs, 
. . , - , and it is found impracticable to appoint 

Appoiniinent l)y Ccurt, . ' . , 

^ a new irusiee under section 73, the 

ben- ficiary may, without insti'uling a suit, applv by jietition to a 
principal Civil Court of original jurisdic’.ion for the appointment 
of a trustee or a new irustee, ami ihe Court may appoint a trustee 
or a new trustee accordingly. 


In appointing new trustees, the Court siiall have regard (a) 
Rule for ielccting new to ilie wishes of the author of the trust 
trustees. as expressed in, or to be inferred from, 

the instrument of trun ; dj to the wishes of ttie person (if any) 
empowered to appoint new trustees; (c) to the question whether 
the appointment will promote or impede the execution of the trust ; 
and id), where there are more beneficiaries than one, to the interests 
of ail such beneficiaries. 


75 , Wneiievcr any new tnis'ee is appointed under section 
Vectinff of trust-property 73 section 74, all the trust-properiy 
in new trustees. for tfic time being vested in the surviving 

or continuing trustees or trustee, or in the legal representative of any 
trustee, shall become vested in such new trustee, either solely, or 
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jointl/ with the surviving or continuing trustees or trustee, as the 
case may require. 


Every new trustee so appointed, and every trustee appointed 

Powers of new trustees. ? Court either before or after the 

passing of this Act, shall have the same 
powers, authorities, and discretions, and shall, in all respects, act,^ 
as if he had been originally nomina'ed a trustee by the author of 
the trust. 


76. On the death or discharge of one of several co-trustees, 

Survival of trust. trust. survives, and the trust-property 

passes to the others, unless the instru- 
ment of trust expressly declares otherwise. 


CHAPTER Vlll. 

Of the Extinction of Trusts. 


Trust how extinguished. 77. A trust is extinguished — 


(a) when its purpose is completely fulfilled ; or 
(^) when its purpose becomes unlawful ; or 

(f) when the fulfilment of its purpose becomes impossible by 
deBtruction of the trust-property or otherwise ; or 

(n?) when the trust, being revocable, is expressly revoked. 


Revocation of trust. 


78. A trust created by will may be 
revoked at the pleasure of the testator. 

A trust otherwise created can be revoked only — 


(a) where all the beneficiaries are competent to contract 

by their consent ; 

(b) where the trust has been decl ared by a non-testamentary 

instrument, or by word of mouth — in exercise of a 
power of revocation expressly reserved to the author 
of the trust ; or, 

(c) where the trust is for the payment of the debts of the 

author of the trust, ancl has not been communicated 
to the creditors — at the pleasure of the author of the 
trust. 
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niusiration* 

A conveys property to fe in trust to sell the same, and pay out of the 
proceeds the claims of A^s creditors. A reserves no power of revocation. 
If no communication has been made to the creditors, A may revoke the 
trust ; but, if the creditors are parties to the arrangement, the trust cannot ' 
be revoked without their consent. 

79* No trust can be revoked by the author of the trust so as 
Revocation not to defeat ^0 defeat or prejudice what the trustees 
what trustees have duly may have duly done in execution of the 
dope, trust. 


CHAPTER IX. 

Of Ckrtaim Obligations in the Nature of Trusts. 

Where obligation in nature 80 . An obligation in the nature of 

of trust is created. a trust is Created in the following cases 

81 . Where the owner of property transfers or) bequeaths it, 
Where it does not appear U cannot be inferred, consistently 
that transferor intended to With the attendant cifcumstances, that 
dispose of beneficial interest, hg intended to dispose of the beneficial 
interest therein, the transferee or legatee must hold such property 
for the benefit of the owner or his legal representative. 

lllustraiions, 

(a.) A conveys land to B without consideration, and declares no trust 
of any part. It cannot, consistently with the circumstances under which 
the transfer is made, be inferred that A intended to transfer the beneficial 
nterest in the land : B holds the land for the benefit of A. 

(3.) A conveys to B two fields, Y and Z, and declares a trust of Y, but 
says nothing about Z, It cannot, consistently with the circumstances 
under which the transfer is made, be inferred that A intended to transfer 
the beneficial interest in Z : B holds Z for the benefit of A. 

(c.) A transfers certain stock belonging to him into the joint names of 
himself and B. It cannot, consistently with the circumstances under which 
the transfer is made, be inferred that A intended to transfer the beneficial 
interest in the stock during his life : A and B hold the stock for the benefit 
of A during his life. 

{<!?.) A makes a gift of certain land to his wife B. She takes the bene* 
ficial interest in the land free from any trust in favour of A, for it may be 
inferred from the circumstances that the gift was for B*s benefit. 

Act II.| 1882.-^3. 



34 


TRUSTS, 


[Act n. 


82 . Whew property is transferred to one person for a con- 

Transfer to one for consi- sidcration paid or provided by another 
deration paid by another. person, and it appears that such other 
person did not intend to pay or provide such consideration for the 
■ benefit of the transferee, the transferee must hold the properly for 
the benefit of the person paying or providing the consideration. 

Nothing in tnis section shall be deenaed to affect the Code of 
Civil Procedure, section 317,* or Act No. XL of 1859 {To imprm 
ihc Laxv relating io Sales of Land for Arrears of Rtvtnut in iht 
Lower Provinces under ihe Bengal Presidency), section 36. 

S 3 . Where a trust is incapable of being executed, or where 
Trust incapable of cxccu* trust is Completely executed without 
tion, or executed without ex- exhausting the trust-property, the trustee, 
hauxting trust-property, in the absence of a direction to the con- 
trary, must hold the trust-property, or so much thereof as is unex- 
hausted, for the benefit of the author of the trust or his legal repre- 
sentative. 

lUxntraiionz^ 


(o.) A conveys certain land to B— 

** upon trust,” and no trust is declared ; or 

” upon trust to be thereafter declared,” and no such declaration is 
ever made ; or 

upon trusts that are too vague to be executed ; or 
upon tru&ts that become incapable of taking effect ; or 
” in trust for C,” and C renounces his interest under the trust; ^ 
In each of these cases, B holds the land for the benefit of A. j 

(6) A transfers Rs. 10,000 in the four per cents, to B in trust to pay < 
the interest annually accruing due to C for her life. A dies, inen u * j 
B holds the fund for the benefit of A*s legal representative. ^ 

(c.) A conveys land to B upon trust to sell it, and apply one ^ 
the proceeds for certain charitable purposes, and the other 
ance of the worship of an idol. B sells the land,^ but the P . 

poses wholly fail, and the maintenance of the worship does not ojc , 

second moiety of the proceeds ; B holds the first moiety and ne P 
applied of the second moiety for the benefit of A or his legal repr 
tive, 

[d.) A bequeaths Rs. 10,000 to B, to be laid out in 
conveyed for purposes which cither wholly or partially fad to ^ 

B holds for the benefit of A*s legal representative the undisposed or 1 
in the money, or land if purchased. 

* That is, 3. 317 of Act XIV. of 1882 (the same as s, 66 of the present 
Code, Act V. of igo8). ! 
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84. Wnere the 

Transfer for illegal purpose. 


owner of property transfers it to another for 
an illegal purpose, and such purpose is 
not carried into execution, or the trans- 
feror is not as guilty as the transferee, or the effect of permitting 
the transferee to retain the property might be to defeat the provi- 
sions of any law, the transferee must hold the property for the 
benefit of the transferor. 


85. Where a testator bequeaths certain property upon trust, 
„ , and the purpose of the trust appears on 

for purpose. face of Chp will to be unlwlul, or, 
during the testator's lifetime, the legatee agrees with him to apply 
the property for an unlawful purpose, the legatee must hold the 
property for the benefit of the testator’s legal representative, 

Where property is bequeathed, and the revocation of the bequest 
Bequest c£ which rcvoca* prevented by coercion, the legatee 
tion is prevented by coercion, must hold the property for the benefit of 
the testator's legal representative. 


86. Where property is transferred in pursuance of a contract 
Transfer pursuant to res- which is liable to rescission, or induced 

cindabie contract. by fraud or mistake, the transferee must, 

on receiving notice to that effect, hold the property for the benefit 
of the transferor, subject to re-payment by the latter of the consi- 
deration actually paid. 

87. Where a debtor becomes the executor or other legal 
Debtor becoming creditor’s representative of his creditor, he must 

represontntiTe. hold the debt for the benefit of the 

persons interested therein. 


88. Where a trustee, executor, partner, agent, director of a 
Advaniogc gained by Company, legal adviser, or other person 
fiduciary. bound in a fiduciary character to protect 

the interests of another person by availing himself of his character, 
gains for himself any pecuniary advantage, or where any person so 
bound enters into any dealings under circumstances in which his 
own interests are, or may be, adverse to those of such other person, 
and thereby gains for himself a pecuniary advantage, he must hold 
for the benefit of such other person the advantage so gained. 


lllusiraiions. 

(a.) A, an executor, buys at an undervalue from B, a legatee, his claim 
bnder the will, B is ignorant of the value of the bequest-. A must hold 
for the benefit of B the difference between the price and value. 
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fe.) A makes a gift 6 f a lakh of rupees to B, reserving to himself, with 
n’s .issenl, power to revoke at pleasure the gift as to Rs, 10,000 : The gift 
13 void as to Rs. 10,000, and B holds that sum for the benefit of A. 

95. The person holding property in accordance with any of 
Obligor’s duties, liabilities, the preceding sections of this chapter 
and disabilities. must, SO far as may be, perform the same 

duties, and is subject, so far as may be, to the same liabilities and 
disabilities, as if he were a trustee of the property for the person for 
whose benefit he holds it : 

Provided that (a), where he rightfully cultivates the property, 
or employs it in trade or business, he is entitled to reasonable 
remuneration for his trouble, skill, and loss of time in such culti- 
vation or employment; and (^), where he holds the property by 
virtue of a contract with the person for whose benefit he holds it, 
or with any one through whom such person claims, he may, 
without the permission of the Court, buy, or become lessee or 
mortgagee of, the properly or any part thereof. 

90. Nothing contained in this chapter shall impair the rights 
Saving of rights of dond- of transferees in good faith for considcr- 
j/xde purchasers. aiion, or create an obligation in evasion 

of any law for the time being in force. 
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THE SCHEDULE: 


Statute; 

Year and chapter. 

Short title. 

Extent of repeal. 

2p Car, 11 ,, c. 3 ... 

The Statute of 

Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, and 

Frauds, 

IT. 


Acts op the Governor-General in Council. 


Number and year. 

Short title. 

i 

Extent of repeal. 

1 

XXVIll. of 1866.,, 

The Trustees’ 

Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 32, 33, 


and Mortgagees’ 
Powers Act, 

34, 35, 3<5, and 37. 

1 

1866. 

1 

! 

In sections 39* and 43, the 
word " trustee," wherever 
it occurs ; and, in section 
43, the words “ manage- 
ment or ’’ and " the trust- 
property or." 

I. of 1877 

The Specific Relief 

In section 12, the first illus- 

Act, 1877. 

tration. 


* In the Schedule, the figures ' 39 ' haTc been repealed by Act XII. 
of iSgi, Sch. I.; but the two words between which the figures ‘39' 
stand are albwed to stand as they arc. 












ACT XXVIII. OF 1855 . 

The Usury Laws HepMl 4ct, 1855.* 

Received the G.-G.’s Assent on the igra 
September 1855. 

An Act for the repeal of the Usury Laws, 

, Whereas it is expedient to repeal 

the laws now in force relating to Usury ; 
It is enacted as follows : — 

1 . [Repeal of enactments^ Repealed by the Repealing Act (XIV, 
of i8*jo), 

2. In any suit in which interest is recoverable, the amount 
Rate of interest to be shall be adjudged OT decreed by the 

decreed by Courts. Court at the rate (if any) agreed upon by 

the parties ; and, if no rate shall have been agreed upon, at such 
rate as the Court shall deem reasonable. 

3. Whenever a Court shall direct that a judgment or decree 
Rate of interest upon a shall bear interest, or shall award interest 

judgment or decree. Upon a judgment or decree, it may order 

the interest to be calculated at the rate allowed in the judgment or 
decree upon the pripcipal sum adjudged, or at such other rate as 
the Court shall think St. 


* This short title has been given by the Indian Short Titles Act (XIV. 
of 1897). 

This Act has been declared to be in force in the whole of British India, 
except as regards the Scheduled Districts, by the Laws Local Extent Act 
(XV. of 1874), s. 3. 

It Has been declared, by notification under s. 3 (a) of the Scheduled 
Districts Act (XIV. of 1874), to be in force in the following scheduled 
Districts, namely : — 

(1) Sindh. — See Gasette of India, i88o, PL I., p. 672. 

(2) West Jalpaiguri, the Western Dvars, the Western Hills of 

Darjiling, the Darjiling Tarai, and the Damson Sub-division 
of the Darjiling District. — See Gasette l88i, Pt. I., 

P-74. 

(3) The District of Hizaribagh.— See Gasette of India, 1881, Pt. I., 

P. 507- 

a, 000—29-10- 1912. Act XXVIII., 1855.-1. ' ,> 
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4 . A mortgage or other contract for the loan of money, by 
Contract for usufruct of which it IS agreed that the use or usufruct 
property in iieu of Interest. of any property shall be allowed in lieu 
of interest, shall be binding upon the parties. 


5 . Whenever, under the Regulations of the Bengal Code,* a 
, ... . . I deposit may be made of the principal 

de^o^iS in ^cLrSn^casi of sum and interest due upon any mortgage 
conditional sales under Ben- or conditional Sale of land hereafter to 
gal Regulations. entered into, the amount of interest to 

be deposited shall be at the rate stipulated in the contract, or, if no 
rate has been stipulated, and interest be payable under th 6 terras of 

the contract, at the rate of twelve per 
Proviso. centum per annum. Provided that, in 

the latter case, the amount deposited shall be subject to the decision 
of the Court as to the rate at which interest shall be calculated. 


(4) The District of Lohardaga. — See Gaaette of India, i88i, Pt. i-i 

(5) The District of Manbhum.— See Gaatiit of India, l88i, Pt. I., 

(6) Parana Dhalbhum in the District of Singbhum.— Sec GaeetU 

of India, i88l. Pt. I., p. Sm. . . rnn.nt 

(7) The Scheduled portion of the Mirzapur District. See 

of India, 1879, Pt. I., p. 383. . „ t oRa 

(8) Taunsar Bawar. — See Gaeette of India, 1879, Ft. 

(g) The Districts of Hazara, Peshawar, Itohat, Bannu, De 
^ Khan and Dera Ghazi Khan.-See Gaaette of India, 1886 Ft. 

(10) The District of Lahaul. — See Gaaette of India, i88d, ^ 

(11) The Scheduled Districts of the Central Provinces.-See Gan 

of India, 1879, Pt. I., p. 77 >» , , Pt I P. 

(13) The District of Sylhet.— See Gaafiif of India, 1879, •> P 

(13) tS Districts of Kamrup, Naugon^ 

pur, Goalpara (excluding the Extern Davars) ano u 
^eluding the North Cachar Hills).-See Gaaoite of inai , 

It has bLT’erte„d’eS:^uSer s. 5 of the i^tioned Act. to the 
following Scheduled Districts, namely. I.,p.6o6. 

(1) Kumaon and Garhwal.-See Gaodie af India, 

(2) The North-Western Provinces Tarai.-See Gasette oj 

187^1 Pt. I.j p. 305* _ • .... *_ iintvever. now in 

* See Ben. Reg. I. of 1798, s. 2. This .fe^Chota Nagpur 

force only in the Santhal Parganas and to interest, the 

Division ; and, with the exception of the P«'^® " jab Ed, 1888. 

Regulation is also in force in the Punjab,— See the ru j 
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8. In any case in which an adjustment of accounts may be- 
Rate of interest on future come necessary between the lender and 
adjustments of accounts. the borrower of money upon any mort- 
gage, conditional sale of landed property, or other contract what- 
soever, which may be entered into after the passing of this Act, 
interest shall be calculated at the rate stipulated therein ; or, if no 
rate of interest shall have been stipulated, and interest be payable 
under the terms of the contract, at such rate as the Court shall deem 
reasonable. 

7 - [Saving of prior iransaciions.'\ Reptaled hp iht Repealing 
Act [KIV. of / 5 yo). 

8 . [Commencement of ‘Ac/.] Repealed by the Repealing Act 
{XIV. of 1870). 

Schedule of Repealed Enactuknts. 

[Repealed by the Repealing Act] (X/V. f/dp’o'). 
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I, When any claim shall be preferred to any waste-land pro- 
Enquiry into claims to land posed to be sold, or Otherwise dealt' 
or objections to its sale. with, on account of Government, or 

.when any objection shall be taken to the sale or other disposition of 
sucli lands, the Collector of the district in which such hnd is situate, 
or other officer performing the duties of a Collector of land-revenue 
in such district, by whatever name his office is designated, shall, if 
the claim or objection be preferred within the period mentioned 
in the advertisement to be issued for the sale or other disposition of 
such land, which period shall not be less than three months, proceed 
to make an enquiry into the claim or objection. 


2. The Collector or other officer as aforesaid shall call upon 
„ , . , the claimant or objector to pioduce any 

evidence or documenis upon which he 
may rely in proof of his claim or objection ; and, after considering 
the same, and making any further enquiry that may appear proper, 
shall dispose of the case by ati order for the admission or rejection 
of the claim or objection ; and, if the land is proposed to be sold, 
for the sale of the same subject to any condition or reservation 
which, to such Collector or other officer as aforesaid, shall appear 
to be proper. 


If the land is ordered to be sold subject to any condition or 

.. r j... reservation, such condition or reservation 

Notification 01 conditions. , , •/- j • . ..j- 

shall be notified to intending purchasers 

at the lime of sale. 


3. Pending an enquiry into any claim or objection under the 
Postponement of sale pen- preceding section, the Collector or 

ding enquiry. Other officer as aforesaid shall postpone 

the sale or other disposition of the land ; 

and, if he shall order that such claim or objection be rejected, 
and to allow claimant to he shall further postpone the 
contest rejection of claim. Other disposition of the land to allow tne 
claimant or objector to contest the order of rejection in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 


It has been extended, by notification under s. 5 of fhe same Act, to the 
following Scheduled Districts : — 

(1) The Western Dvars (see Gasetie of India, 1875, Pt. L, P,497) ' 

(2) The North-Western Provinces Tarai (see Gasette of India, 1070, 

Pt. I., p 505) j ' . 
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4. If ihe Collector or other officer as aforesaid shall consider 

Sale to be stopped if claim claim or objection to be established. 

and that the sale or other disposition of 

the land should not take place, he shall 


jappear to be established, but 
may afterwards be proceeded 

itKitn. 


Slop the sale or other disposition of the 
) land; 

'1 but suc'n sale or other disposition of the land may afterwards 
(be proceeded with, if, on an order issued by tne Local Government 
ho try ihe claim or obieciion. as provided in section 6 of thi« Act, 
the claimant or objector shall fad to establish the same, 

5. If the Collector or other officer as aforesaid shall order that 
, Delivery to claimant of the claim or objection be rejected, or 
copy of order of rejection or that the land be sold Subject to any 

condition or reservation, or that it be 
jotherwise dealt with, he shall cause a copy of such order to be 
jdelivered to the claimant or objector; 

I and, if such claimant or objector shall not, within one week 
/-» 4 V i. c . irom the delivery of such copy, or within 

such turiher time as the Collector or 
ijjier officer as aforesaid, for any special reason to be recorded, 
thll see fit to grant, give notice in writing to such Collector or 
asjr officer as aforesaid th it he intends to contest such order, the 
cer snail be final. 

I If the claimant or objector shall, within the time allowed, give 
-L such notice, the Collector or other officer 

/ ■ as aforesaid shall immediately ‘make a 

‘iteport to the Board of Revenue or other superior revenue- authority, 
'and shall forward with such report a copy of his order, stating fully 
',aU the circumstances of the case, and the evidence adduced in 
(support or otherwise of the claim or objection ; 

i and such Board or other authority, on the receipt of such 

report, and after calling for any further 
information whicli it may consider ne- 
cessary, may confirm, modify, or reverse the order of the Collector 
or other officer as aforesaid. 

If the Board or other authority as aforesaid confirm the order 

^ .-c . ^ of the Collector or other officer as afore- 

Cert.ficat.on to Court. 

manner as to leave any part of such order in force adverse to the 
. claimant or objector, the Collector or other officer as aforesaid shall 
certify such order to the Court constituted as hereinafter provided ; 


Decision of Board. 
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Notice to claimant. , and Such Court shall forthwith Viv( 

notice to the claimant-or objector; \ 

and if such claimant or objector shall not . . . * institwi 

Decision when final. ^ , Such Court to establish bfi 

claim or objection, the order of tb( 
Board or other authority aforesaid shall be final. 


6. The Local Government may, within twelve months aflei 
, Power to order suit to try the date on which the claim of anj 
claim admitted by Collector, claimant of waste-land, or the objection 
of any objector as aforesaid, shall have been admitted under this 
Act' by the Collector or other officer as aforesaid, direct a suit to be 
brought to try the claim or objection of the claimant or objector 
in a Court constituted as hereinafter provided. 


/. For the investigation and trial of claims under this Act 
Special Court for trying- 'he Local Government shall constitute, 

in every district in which there may be 
any waste-lands capable of being sold or otherwise dealt with on 
account of Government, a Court consisting of an uneven number 
of persons, not less than three, of whom the Judge of the district 
or the officer presiding in the principal Civil Court of origin’’ 
jurisdiction in the district, by whatever name his office may/ 
designated, shall be one. In o 

Any one or more of the members of which such Court sh^j^® 
Power of members. Consist shall have power to make 

such orders in the cose as may b\ 
necessary prior to the hearing of the suit: '' 

Provided that, whenever the Collector, or other officer by 
Exclusion of officer making whom the original enquiry was held, is^ 
original enquiry. the oflScer presiding in the principal, 

Civil Court of original jurisdiction in the district, such officer shall 
not be a member of such Court. 


8. Whenever any Court is constituted under this Act, notice 
Notice of constitution of thereof shall be given by written 
special Courts. cJamation, copies of which shall be 

affixed in the several Courts, and in the offices of the several Col- 
lectors and Magistrates of the district : 

* In s. s the words, “ within thirty days from the delivery of such 
notice from the Court ” have here been repealed by the Indian Limitation 
Act tlX. of 1871). For limitation, see now the Indian Limitation Act 

(XV. of 1877), Sch. II., No. I. 
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and frona the date of the issue of such proclamation no other 
Claims not cog'nizable in CouTt shall be competent to entertain 
other Courts. any claim or objection belonging to the 

class of claims or objections for the trial and determination of 
which such Court is constituted 


9. The Courts constituted under this Act shall be held at 

such place or places within the limits of 
their respective jurisdictions as shall be 
considered most convenient. 


Special Courts where held. 


10 . In every suit instituted under section 5 of this Act, the 
Plaintiff and defendant in claimant of the waste-land, Or objector 
«uit under section 5 . to the sale or Other disposition of such 

land, shall appear as plaintiff ; and the Collector or other officer as 
aforesaid shall appear as defendant on the part of Government. 


Either party may appear by pleader 
or by agent : 

Provided that, if such other officer as aforesaid be the presi- 
ding officer of the principal Civil Court 
of original jurisdiction in the district, 
the Local Governm ent shall appoint some other officer to appear 
as defendant in the case on its behalf. 


Appearance. 


Proviso. 


In any suit ordered to be instituted by the Local Government 
Plaintiff and defendant in Under section 6 of this Act, the Govern- 
suit under section 6. ment, by any officer to be appointed for 

the purpose, shall appear as plaintiff ; and the claimant or objector 
as aforesaid shall appear as defendant. 


H, In every suit instituted under this Act, except as herein- 
after provided, the proceedings shall be 
regulated, so far as they can be, by the 
Code of Civil Procedure.* 


Regulation of proceedings. 


12. The Court shall fix a day for the appearance of the 
D , . r , . parties, and for the hearing of the suit, 

® of which due notice shall be given to 
the parties or their agent ; and on the day so fixed the parties or 
their agents shall bring their witnesses into Court, together with 
any documents on which they may intend to lely in support of 
their respective statements. 


* See Act XIV. of 1882, s. 3. 


6 


CLAIMS TO WASTE-LANDS. 


[Actxxin, 


If either party require the assistance of the Court to procure 
ProcurinfT attendance of the attendance of a witness on such day, 
wtnes-!cs. he shall apply to the Court in sufficient 

time before the day fixed for the hearing of the suit ; and the Court 
shall issue a subpoena requiring such witness to attend the Court 
on that day. 

It shall be competent to the Court to require the personal' 
Power to require atten- attendance of the claimant of the waste- 
dance of claimant. land or objector as aforesaid on the day 

fixed for the hearing, or at any subsequent stage of the suit. 


13. On the day fixed for the hearing of the suit, or as soon 

after as may be practicable, the Court 
Procedure on hearing. to examine the claimant- 

of the waste-land, or the objector or his agent (when his personal 
attendance is not required), and the witnesses of the parties; 

and upon such examination, and after inspecting the docu- 
ments of the parties, and making any further enquiry that may 
appear necessary, shall proceed to pass such order in the case as i 
may consider just and proper. 

14. No appeal shall lie from any decision or order passed 

under this Act. nor shall any such de- 
No appeal or revision. j . be ppen to revision. 


15. If, on the trial of any suit under this Act, any- question 
r> t t I.- r of law or of usage having the force or 

law, &c., to High Court, &c. law, or the construction of a d _ 
affecting the merits of the case, shall arise, on which t e 
shall entertain reasonable doubts, the Court ® J, 

for 


motion, or on the application of any of the parties to e su , 
up a statement of the case, and submit it, with o'™ ??' Lp„,’Civi| 
the opinion of the High Court of Judicature, or o e g 
Court of appeal and revision in the territory in whic 


8ftlJ^tC • 

Provided that it shall be the duty of every “such 

this Act to make su^ch reference to sucn 
When reference obligatory, fjjgb Coult, Or Court of appeal, U, in 

any suit under this Act, any question shall ^ 

principle of general importance, or the rights o a c 


la. The Court may proceed in the 

Court moy proMed not- ? Court of ^appeal as’ aforesaid" 

withstanding’ reference*. highest CiVU COUTt 01 app 
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and may pass an order contingent upon the opinion of the High 
Court, or other Court as aforesaid, on the point referred , 

but on final order for the sale or other disposition of the land 

in question in the suit, or for the adniis- 
but not make final order. j.t;jeciion of any claim Or objec- 

tion which shall be before the Court in such suit, shall be passed 
until the receipt of the order of the said High Court, or highest 
Civil Court of appeal. 

17. The record of cases disposed of by Courts constituted 
Records otcasos where to «nder this Act shall be deposited 

be deposited. amongst the records of the principal 

•Civil Court of original jurisdicunn in tiie district in whicii the pro- 
perly in dispute is situate. 

18. No claim to any land, or to compensation or damages in 
Limitation as to claims to respeot ot any land, sold or ciiierwlse 

land sold or dealt with. dealt with on account of Government as 

waste-land, shall be received after the expiration of three yeirs from 
the date on winch sucii land shall have been delivered by Che Gov- 
vernmeiu to the purchaser, or otherwise dealt with. 

If wiihin three years after any lands have been delivered by the 
Provision for such claims Government to the purchaser, or other- 
if preferred within time. wise dealt with, any claimant or objector 
shall prefer a claim to the lands so delivered or olherwise dealt 
with, or an objection to such sale, or to compensation or damages 
in respect thereof, in tlie Court consiituted under this Act for the 
district in which the land ia situate, and shall show good and suffi- 
cient reason for not having preferred his claim or objection to the 
Collector or other officer as aforesaid within the period limited 
under section i of this Act, such Court shall file the claim or objec- 
tion, making the claimant or objector plainliS, and the Collector of 
the district or other officer aforesaid (with the like provision as 
aforesaid if such other officer be the presiding officer of the prin- 
cipal Civil Court of original jurisdiction in the district) the defendant 
in the suit ; 

and the foregoing provisions of this Act shall be applicable to 
the trial and determination of the suit. 

The report of the officer employed to give delivery, or to take 
possession, on the part of Government, of the land sold or otherwise 
dealt with, shall be conclusive evidence as to the date on which- 
such delivery was made, or possession was taken. 
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If either party require the assistance of the Court to procure 
ProcurinR attendance of the attendance of a witness on such day, 
witnesses. he shall apply to the Court in sufficient 

time before the day fixed for the hearing of the suit ; and the Court 
shall issue a subpeena requiring such witness to attend the Court 


on that day. 

It shall be competent to the Court to require the personal' 
Power to require atten- attendance of the claimant of the waste- 
dance of claimant. land or objector as aioresaiu on the day 

fixed for the hearing, or at any subsequent stage of the suit. 


13. On tlie day fixed for the hearing of the suit or as soon ' 

after as may be practicable, the Lourt 
Procedure on hearinfi-. proceed to examine the claimant- 

of the waste-land, or the objector or his agent (when his personal. 

attendance is not required), and the witnesses of the parties; 

and upon such examination, and after inspecting 
ments of the parties, and making any further enquiry t a y 
appear necessary, shall proceed to pass such order in the case 
may consider just and proper. 

14. No appeal shall lie from any decision or order passed. 

under this Act, nor shall any such de- 
No appeal or revision. to revision. 




15. If, on the trial of any suit under this Act, any question 
Reference of question of of law, Or of uS 3 ge_ having the force 0 
Jaw, &c., to High Court, &c. law, or the construction of a oociot 
affecting the merits of the case, shall arise, on which the Cour 
shall entertain reasonable doubts, the Court may, either of as own 
motion, or on the application of any of the parties to the suit, 
up a statement of the case, and submit it, with its own ■, 

the opinion of the High Court of Judicature, or of the “’S ^ , ■ 

Court of appeal and revision in the territory in which the 
situate * 

Provided that it shall be the duty of every Court v 

this Act to make such reference 

When reference obligatory, Court, or Court of appeal, », m 

any suit under this Act, any question shall arise involving J 
principle of general importance, or the rights of a c ass. 

10, The Court may proceed in 
^ Court may proceed not- 

withstanding: reference. highest Civil Court ot app 



of 1863.] 


CLAIMS TO WASTB-LANDS. 


7 


and may pass an order contingenf upon the opinion of the High 
Court, or otl;;er Court as aforesaid, on the point referred ; 


but on filial order for the sale or other disposition of the land 

but not make final order. 

Sion or rejection or any claim or objec- 
tion which shall be before the Court in such suit, shall be passed 
until the receipt of the order of the said High Court, or highest 
Civil Court of appeal. 


17. The record of cases disposed of by Courts constituted 
Records of cases where to under this Act shall be deposited 

be deposited. amongst the records of the principal 

Civil Court of original jurisdiction in the district in which the pro- 
-perty in dispute is situate. 

18. No claim to any land, or to compensation or damages in 
Limitation as to claims to respect of any land, sold or otherwise 

land sold or dealt with. dealt with on account of Government as 

waste-land, shall be received after the expiration of three years from 
the date on wnich sucn land shall have been delivered by the Gov- 
vernment to the purchaser, or otherwise dealt with. 

If within three years after any lands have been delivered by the 
Provision for such claims Government to the purchaser, or other- 
if preferred within time. wise dealt With, any claimant or objector 

shall prefer a claim to the lands so delivered or otherwise dealt 
with, or an objection to such sale, or to compensation or damages 
in respect th ereof, in the Court constituted under this Act for the 
district in which the land is situate, and shall show good and suffi- 
cient reason for not having preferred his claim or objection to the 
Collector or other officer as aforesaid within the period limited 
under section i of this Act, such Court shall file the claim or objec- 
tion, making the claimant or objector plaintiff, and the Collector of 
the district or other officer aforesaid (with the like provision as 
aforesaid if such other officer be the presiding officer of the prin- 
cipal Civil Couitof original jurisdiction in the district) the defendant 
in the suit ; 

and the foregoing provisions of this Act shall be applicable to 
the trial and determination of the suit. ’ 

The report of the officer employed to give delivery, or to take 
possession, on the part of Government, of the land sold or otherwise 
dealt with, shall be conclusive evidence as to the date on which- 
-such delivery was made, or possession was taken. 
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10. in any case in which the land has been sold, if the Court 
If claim established, pos- shall be of opinion that the claim of the 
session not to be given, but claimant is established, the Court shall 
compensation. claimant possession of the 

land in dispute ; but shall order him to receive from the Govern- 
ment treasury, by way of compensation, a sum equal to the price 
at which the land was sold, in addition to the costs of suit. 


20. If the land shall have been sold subject to any condition 
When land sold not abso- or reservation, or shall not have been 
lately, or not sold, but sold, but shall have been otherwise 

dealt with on account of the Govern- 


or noc 
otherwise dealt with* 


ment, and the Court shall be of opinion that the'claim to such land, 
or the objection of an objector, is established, the Court shall award 
the claimant or objector to receive such sum in respect of his 
interest in such land as shall be awarded in that behalf under the 


provisions of Act VI. of 1857 {/or the acquisttmi of land for public 
purposes);* , . 


and thereupon the Local Government shall proceed under the 
said Act to obtain an award of the value of such interest. 


21. An award under any of the provisions of the two last 
Award under iwo last sec- preceding sections shall be in full satis- 
. tioos to be in full satisfac- faction of the claim of the claimant or 

objector, and shall bar any future claim 
> on his part, in respect to the land in suit, resting on the same 
cause of action, or on a cause of action which existed prior to the 
date of the sale or other disposition of the land on account of Gov- 
ernment. 


Government not barred 
from awarding" compensation 
for land absolutely sold, 
though claim be not pre- 
ferred in time. 


22 . Nothing in this Act shall be held to prevent the Local 

Government from awarding to any claim- 
ant of waste- land sold on account of 
Government, on proof to the satisfaction 
of the Local Government of the claim of 
such claimant (notwiihstanding that he 
may not have preferred his claim either to the Collector or other 
officer as aforesaid, or to the proper Court constituted under this 
Act, within the period prescribed by this. Act), such amount as 
compensation for the said land, within the limit as to amount men- 
tioned in section 19 of this Act, if the land Dave been sold not 


* See now the Land Acquisition Act (I. of 18^4). 
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subject to ftny condition or reservation, as to such Local Govern- 
ment mav seem proper. 


2S. U the land have been sold subject to .any condiJion or 
C.mp.n»tiot, l«, l.c,l .OM rcsMvMion, or 1.,™ been mhermfe rtis- 
Eubject to condition, if claim posed of, on .account of Government, 
proved, thouKh not preferred and any claim tO SUch land, or objtCiion 
•" to the sale or other dispaniiion ot the 

land, shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Local GovcrnnT'nt, 
although not preferred to the Collector or other officer as aforesaid, 
or to the Court constituieil under this Act within the porir.d t-rc- 
scribed by this Act, the Local Government may award to such 
claimant or objector such amount as to such Local Government 
may appear to be the value of the interest of such claimant or 
objector in such land. 


24. Unless the contrary appears from the context, words im- 
Intcrprctation clause. porting the singular number shall incln-1:; 

Number. the plural number, and words imporiis^g 

the plural number shall include lilt- 
singular number; and words importing the masculine gender shn!] 
include females. 


Act XXIII , 1863.-2. 
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iht coiisirticUon and use of works on land so laken)* may, by 
special contract, signed by the owner of such property so delivered 
as last aforesaid, or by some person duly authorized in that behalf 
by such owner, limit his liability in respect of the same . 


-t •rji 7 .+ The liability of 

Liability of owner of rail- 
road made under Act 1 . of 
1894, not limited by special 
contract. 

to him to be carried, not 
the schedule to this Act, 


the owner of any railroad or tramroad 
constructed under the provisions of the 
said Act XXII. of 1863,$ for the loss of 
or damage to any property delivered 
being of the description contained in 
shall not be deemed to be limited or 


affected by any special contract 


but the owner of such railroad or tramroad shall be liable 
When such owner answer- for the loss of or damage to property 
able for loss or damage. delivered to him to be carried only 

when such loss or damage shall have been caused by negligence 
or a criminal act on his part or on that of his agents or servants. 


8. Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, everj' 
Common carrier liable for common carrier shall be liable to the 
loss or damage caused by owner for loss of or damage to any 
neglect or fraud. property delivered to such carrier 

to be carried, where such loss or damage shall have arisen frost 
the negligence or a criminfi\ act of the carrier or any of his agents- 
or servants. 


9. In any suit brought against a common carrier for the- 

Suitors against carriers damage, or non-delivery of goods 

for loss not required to prove entrusted to him for carriage, it shall 
negligence, &c. not be necessary for the plaintiff to prove 

that such loss, damage, or non-delivery was owing to the neg- 
ligence or criminal act of the carrier, his servants, or agents.§ 


10 . \ Saving of provisions of Act XVIIL of Repealed 

by the Indian Kadways Act [IX. of tSgo). 


* See now the Land Acquisition Act (I. of i8p4), s. 2. 
t S. 7 (so far as it relates to railways) has been repealed by the 
Indian Railways Act (IX, of 1890), Ch. VII., s. 72. 

See now the Land Acquisition Act (I. of i 8 g 4 ), s. 2. 
f This is in accordance with the English common-law. — gee Xess v, 
IfiU, 2, Com. B, 8go; Richard v. Land., Brighton, & S. C. Ry. Co.,!' 
Com. B. 839. 
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10..^ No suit shall be instituted against a common carrier 
Notice of loss or injury to for the loss of, or injury to, goods en- 
be given within six monihs. trusted to him for carriage, unless notice 
in writing of the loss or injury has been given to him before the 
institution of the suit and within six months of the time when the 
loss or injury first came to the knowledge of the plaintiff. 


SCHEDULE. 


Gold and silver coin. 

Gold and silver in a manufactured 
or unmanufactured state. 

Precious stones and pearls. 

Jewellery. 

Time-pieces of any description. 

Trinkets. 

Bills ard hundis. 

Currency- notes of the Government 
of India, or notes of any Banks, 
or securities for payment of 
money, English or ioreign. 

Stamps and stamped paper. 

Maps, prints, and works of art. 

Writings. 


Title-deeds. 

Gold or silver plate, or plated 
articles. 

Glass. 

China. 

Silk in a manufactured or unmanu* 
factured state, and whether 
wrought up or not wrought up 
with other materials. 

Shawls and lace. 

Cloths and tissues embroidered with 
the precious metals or of which 
such metals form part. 

Articles of ivory, ebony, or san- 
dal-wood. 


* S. 10 has been added by the Carriers Act (X. of 1899), s. 2. The 
Carriers Act (III. of 1865), as originally enacted, contained ten sections. 
The tenth section (saving of provisions of Act XVIIl. of 1854) repeal- 
ed by the Indian Railways Act (IX. of 1S90). The repealed section ran as 
follows: “10. Nothing in this Act shall affect the provisions contained 
in the ninth, tenth, and eleventh sections of Act No. XVIII. of 1854 
{relaiing to Raihvays in India),'^ 


Act III,, i85S‘^2, 


